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ADVERTISEMENT. 
• 

Tbb  fintimcntf  advanced  in  the  prefent  Work,  and  the  point 
Iff  ikw  in  wlkich  fome  of  die  £i£fc8  are  confidered,  being  £>  vtsj 
different  from  the  almoft  univerlally  received  opinion,  and 
fome  of  them  from  the  opinion  of  thole  to  whofe  finendlliip  the 
Author  ia  pardcularly  indebted  for  various  literary  oommuni* 
cations,  he  thinks  it  right  to  declare,  that  they  are  the  unbiafled 
conclurions  of  hit  own  mind,  founded  altogether  on  his  own 
obfervations ;  and  he  trufU  that  the  Public,  in  confidering  him 
alone  re^onfible,  vrill  receive  tliem  with  it»  ufuai  candour. 
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CHAP.'  L 

PRELIUINARY  MATTEIL 

Mijlaifti  Notions  entertained  with  regard  to  the  Briti/h  Brnkaj^^correned  by  the 
Reteption  and  Treatment  of  the  fuhfequent  Dutch  EmhaJfj.'^Suppofed  Piints  of 
Failure  in  the  Jormtr^  as  Jlated  by  a  French  Mi/j^omirf  from  Ptiin,  refuted.^ 
Siai  Long't  LHUr  l»  tie  King  of  HtOmUL—f^atitite  ff  Tn^ment  exptrietiui 
kf  the  two  Emhfigtn^buiiML'—Atri^  ff  Mtfimarkt  in  ^Snqpa  GNrafrntr.— 

•  Pride  and  Self-importance  of  the  Chinefe  Court. — Lifl  of  European  Emt^ftt^ 
tmd,tht  Tme    their  Mode  in  Pekiu.'^Ciaelu/itn  of  Prehminarf  Stti/e^. 

.1  •  i  • 

It  U  bardlj  neceflary  to  obferve  that,  after  the  able  and  Inte- 
reding  account  of  the  psooee^ngs  and  refult  of  the  Britilh 
EmbaiTy  to  the  court  of  China,  by  the  late  Sir  George  Staun- 
ton (who  was  no  Icfs  amiable  for  liberality  of  fentimcnt,  than 
remarkable  for  vi^ur  of  inteliedt)  it  would  be  an  idle,  juid, 
indeed,  a  fuperfluoua  undertaking,  in  any  other  perfon  who  ao- 
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cc-npanicj  the  embafTy,  to  dwell  on  thofc  Tubjecls  which  have 
hLcii  treated  by  hiiu  In  fo  maftcrly  :i  manner;  or  to  recapi- 
tulate thofc  incidents  and  trani'aclions,  which  he  has  detailed 
with  equal  ekgaace  aad  accucacy. 

But,  as  it  will  readily  occur  to  every  one,  there  are  ftill  many 
interefting  fubjcfls,  on  which  Sir  George,  from  the  nature  of 
his  work,  could  only  barely  touch,  and  others  that  did  not 
come  v;ithin  his  plan,  one  great  objccl  ol  \vhic!i  was  to  un- 
fold the  views  of  the  embafly,  and  to  iliew  that  every  thing, 
which  could  be  done,  was  done,  for  promoting  the  interefts  of 
the  Brliifh  nation,  and  fupporting  the  dignity  of  the  Britifh 
charadcr ;  the  Author  of  the  prefent  work  has  ventured, 
though  with  extreme  diffidence,  and  with  the  confeioufnefs  of 
the  difadvaatage  under  which  he  mud  appear  after  that  Ac^ 
,  count  of  the  Embafly,"  to  lay  before  the  public  the  pmnt 
of  view  in  which  be  faw  the  Chineie  empire,  and  the  Chinefe 
character.  In  doing  this,  the  lame  fads  will  fometimes  nece(^ 
fiurily  occur,  that  have  already  been  pubUflied»  for  reafons  that 
it  would  be  needleft  to  mention ;  biit  whenever  that  happens 
to  be  the  cafe,  they  will  briefly  be  repeated,  for  the  purpofe  of 
illuftrating  fome  pofition,  or  for  deducing  fome  general  infe- 
rence. Thus,  for  inftance,  the  document  ^ven  tothe£mba£i 
fador  of  the  populadon  of  China  will  be  noticed,  not  however 
under  the  colour  of  its  b^ing  an  unquefiionably  accurate  ftate- 
ment,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  fltew  that  it  neither  is,  nor  can 
be,  correA;  yet  at  the  fame  time  to  endeavour  to  prove  by 
fads  and  analogy,  that,  contrary  to  the  received  opinion,  the 
country  is  capable  of  fuppofting  not  only  three  hundred  and 
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thirty-^hree  millions  of  people,  but  that  it  might  aAoally  afford 
the  means  of  fubfiftence  to  twice  that  number.  The  confirma* 
don,  indeed,  of  new  and  important  hSta^  though  Ycrj  dif^ 
ferent  concluHons  be  drawn  from  them,  cannot  be  entirely 
unacceptable  to  the  reader;  for  as  difierent  perfons  will  gene* 
rally  fee  the  fame  things  in  difTerent  poitns  of  view,  fo,  perhaps, 
by  combining  and  coinparli):;  the  different  dcfcriptlons  and 
colouring  that  may  be  given  of  the  fame  objeds,  the  public  is 
enabled  to  obtain  the  mod  correal  notions  of  fuch  matters  as 
can  be  learned  only  from  the  report  of  travellers. 

With  regard  to  China,  if  we  except  the  work  of  Sir  George 
Staunton,  and  the  limited  account  of  Mr.  Bell  of  Antermony, 
which  was  not  written  by  himfelf,  it  may  be  considered  as 
unbeaten  ground  by  Britons.  We  have  heard  a  great  deal  of 
Chinefe  knavery  pradifcd  at  Canton,  but,  except  in  the  two 
works  abovcmcntinned,  we  have  not  yet  heard  the  fcntlmcnts 
of  an  Englilliman  at  all  acquainted  with  the  manners,  cufioms, 
and  character  of  the  ChiHefe  nation.  The  voluminous  commu- 
nications of  the  miirionaries  arc  by  no  means  fatisfaiflory  ;  and 
feme  of  their  dcfcQs  will  be  noiiced  and  accounted  for  in  the 
courfe  of  this  work;  the  chief  aim  of  which  will  be  to  flicw 
this  extraordinary  people  in  their  proper  colours,  not  as  their 
own  moral  maxims  would  repreient  them^  but  as  tlicy  ically 
are— to  diveft  the  court  of  the  tiaSd  and  the  tawdry  varniih 
with  which,  like  the  palaces  of  the  Emporor,  the  miflionaries 
have  found  it  expedient  to  cover  it  in  their  writings ;  and  to 
endeavour  to  draw  fuch  a  iketch  of  the  manners,  the  ftate  of 
fociety,  the  language,  literature  and  fine  arts,  the  fciences 
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and  civil  inditutions,  the  religious  worfhip  and  opinions,  the 
population  and  progrefs  of  agriculture,  the  civil  and  moral  cha- 
radcr  of  tlic  people,  as  may  enable  the  reader  to  fettle,  in  his 
own  minJ,  the  point  of  rank  wbicb  China  may  be  CQufieUred  to 
bold,  in  the  Jcaie  of  civilised  nations. 

The  flability  of  the  Chinefc  government ;  the  few  changes 
tbat  have  been  made  m  its  civil  inftitutlons  for  fuch  a  number 
of  ages  \  the  vaft  extent  of  empire  and  immenfe  population, 
forming  one  fociety,  guided  by  the  ikme  laws,  and  governed  by 
the  will  of  a  fingle  individual,  offer,  as  Sr  George  Staunton  has 
obferved,.   the  grandeft  colle^Te  objeA  that  can  be  pre&nted 
**  for  human  contemplation  or  refearch.**  The  cuftoms,  habits 
and  manners,  the  wants  and  refourees,  the  language,  ientiments 
and  religious  notions,  of  "  the  moift  ancient  fociety  and  the  moft 
populous  empire  escifttog  amcmgft  men,**  are^  v^diout  doubt 
moft'  ihterefting  fttbje£ts  for  the  tnyeftigadon  of  the  plulofb- 
pher,  and  not-  unworthy  the  attentbn  of  the  ftatefmao.  But 
the  expedations  of  the  man  of  fidence,  the  ard^  or  the  natur- 
alift,  might  perhaps  be  rather  dUappobted,  than  their  curiofity 
be  gratified,  in  travelling  through  this  extenfive  country.  It 
can  boafl  of  few  works  of  art,  few  remains  of  andent  gran- 
deur.   The  great  wall,  that  for  a  time  defended  its  peaceable 
inhabitants  againft  the  attacks  of  the  roving  Tartars,  the  walls 
of  its  numerom  cities,  with  their  fquare  towers  and  lofty 
gates,  and  here  and  there  an  old  pagoda,  are  its  only  architec- 
tural antiquities;  and,  when  thefe  are  excepted,  there  is  not 
perhaps  a  Hngle  buiUrmg  in  the  whole  extent  of  China  that  has 
withftood  the  action  of  three  centuries.    There  are  no  ancient 
palaces  nor  other  public  edifices,  no  paintings  nor  pieces  of 
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fculpture,  to  arrcft  the  attentioa  of  the  trawUer,  unleis  it  might 
be  from  the  novelty  of  their  appearance.  In  travelling  over  the 
continent  of  Europe,  and  more  efpecially  on  the  claHIc  ground 
of  Italy  and  Greece,  every  city,  moillitaiii«  river,  and  ruin,  are 
rendered  inicreftlng  by  fomething  on  record  which  concerns 
them  ;  ihe  theme  of  fome  pocr,  the  feat  of  fome  philofophcr  or 
lawgiver,  tlie  fcenc  of  fome  memorable  action,  they  all  hiljnrc 
us  with  the  liveileil:  fenfations,  by  reviving  in  the  mind  iliole 
pleafurcs  which  the  ftudy  of  their  hiftory  afforded  in  early  life. 
To  Europeans  the  hiftory  of  China  has  hitherto  furniflied  no 
materiaii,  for  Inch  recurrence,  and  the  country  iifclf  is  therefore 
incapable  of  communicating  iuch  imprcfFions.  In  vain  Ihouid 
we  here  look  for  the  maffy  and  ftupcndous  fabrics  that  appear 
in  the  pyramids  and  the  pillars  of  the  ancient  Egyptians }  the 
beaatifiil  and  fymmetrical  works  of  ait  difplay  ed  in  the  temples  of 
Ae  Greeks;  the  grand  and  magnificent  remuns  of  Roman 
architeSure ;  or  that  combination  of  convenience  and  elegance 
of  defign  which  charaderize  the  modem  buildings  of  Europe; 
In  Quna  eveiy  city  is  nearly  the  fame :  a  quadrangular  ^ce  of 
ground  is  enclofed  with  walls  of  ftone,  of  brick,  or  of  earth,  aH 
built  upon  the  (ame  plan;  the  houfes, within  them  of  the  fame 
conftrudion ;  and  the  ftreets,  except  the  principal  ones  that  run 
from  gate  to  gate,  invariably  narrow.  The  temples  are,  neariy, 
all  alike,  of  the  iame  awkward  defign  u  the  dwelling-houfes,  but 
on  a  larger  fcale ;  and  the  objeds  that  are  known  in  Europe  by 
the  name  of  psgpdas,  are  of  the  fame  indegant  kind  of  archi- 
tedure,  from  one  extremity  of  the  empire  to  the  other,  difiering 
only  in  the  number  of  rounds  or  ftories,  and  in  the  materials  of 
which  they  are  conftruded.  The  manners,  the  drefs,  theamufe- 
ments  of  the  people,  are  nearly  the  fame.  Even  the  fuzface  of  the 

country. 


6 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA. 


country,  as  far  as  regards  the  fifteen  ancient  provinces,  is  fubjedl 
to  little  variation,  and  efpecially  thofe  parts  over  which  the 
grand  inland  navigation  h  carried ;  the  only  parts,  in  fadl,  that 
foreigners  travelling  in  China  have  any  chance  of  vifiting. 

In  this  route  no  very  great  variety  nor  number  of  fubjedls 
occur  in  the  department  of  natural  hidory.  Few  native  plants, 
and  ftill  fewer  wild  animals,  arc  to  be  expedcd  in  thofe  parts  of 
a  country  that  are  populous  and  well  cultivated.  Indeed  the 
rapid  manner  in  which  the  prefent  journey  was  made,  was  ill 
fuited  for  colledling  and  examining  fpecimcns  even  of  thofe  few 
that  did  occur. 

On  thefe  confiderations  it  is  hoped  that  the  indulgence  of 
the  reader  will  not  be  withheld,  where  information  on  fuch 
points  may  appear  to  be  defcdivc.  A  French  critic  •  (perhaps 
without  doing  him  injuftice  he  may  be  called  a  hypercritic)  who 
happened  to  vifit  Cinton  for  a  few  months,  fome  fifty  years 
ago,  has,  with  that  happy  confidence  peculiar  to  his  nation,  not 
only  pointed  out  the  errors  and  defedls  of  the  information  com- 
municated to  the  world  by  the  Englifti  and  the  Dutch  embaflies, 
but  has  laid  down  a  fyllabus  of  the  fubjcds  they  ought  to  have 
made  themfclves  completely  acquainted  with,  which,  inftead  of 
fcven  months,  would  feem  to  require  arefidence  of  feven  years  in 
the  country.  But  the  author  of  the  prefent  work  reds  his  confi- 
dence in  the  Englifti  critics  being  lefs  unreafonable  in  their  de- 
mands ;  and  that  their  indulgences  will  be  proportioned  to  the 
dilHcultics  that  occurred  in  colleAing  accurate  information. 

*  Moaficur  (I  brg  hii  pardon)  CUoytn  Cliarpcaticr  Cof&giif. 
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With  this  relinncc,  the  dcfcriptions,  obfervations,  and  compari- 
fons,  luch  as  they  arc,  he  prel'ents  to  the  puhUc,  candidly  ac- 
knowledging tliat  he  is  aduatedrather  by  the  hope  of  meeting  its 
forbearance,  than  by  the  confidence  of  deferving  its  approbation. 

Perhaps  it  may  not  be  thought  amifs,  before  he  enters  on  the 
more  immediate  fuhjccl  of  the  work,  to  correal,  in  this  place,  a 
very  miftaken  notion  that  prevailed  on  the  return  of  the  emhany, 
which  was,  that  an  unconditional  compliance  of  Lord  Macartney 
-with  all  the  humiliatiog  ceremomes  which  the  Chinefc  might 
have  thought  proper  to  txaSt  from  htm,  would  have  been  pro- 
dudive  of  refults  more  &vourabte  to  the  views  of  the  embaflTy. 
Aflertions  of  fuch  a  general  nature  are  more  eaiily  made  than 
refuted,  and  indeed  unworthy  of  attention;  but  a  letter  of  a 
French  milfionary  at  Pdcin  to  the  chief  of  the  Dutch  £idory 
at  Canton  it  deferving  of  fome  notice,  becaufe  it  ^pedfies  the 
realbns  to  which,  according  to  the  writer's  opinion,  was  owing 
the  fuppo&d  £dlure  of  the  Britilh  embafly.  In  ipeakiog  of 
this  fubjeft  he  obfisrves,  *'  Never  was  an  embafiy  deferving  of 
*'  better  fuccefs !  whether  it  be  confidered  on  account  of  the 
"  experi«ice,  the  wifdom,  and  the  amiable  qualities  of  Lord 
"  Macartney  and  Sir  George  Staunton ;  or  of  the  talents,  the 
"  knowledge,  and  the  circumrpedl  behaviour  of  the  gentlemen 
"who  compofed  their  Suite;  or  of  the  valuable  and  curious 
"  prefents  intended  for  the  Emperor — and  yet,  ftrang^  to  tell, 
"  never  was  there  an  embaiTy  that  fucceeded  fo  ill ! 

"  You  may  be  curious,  perhaps,  to  know  the  reafon  of  an 
**  event  fo  un£iivourable  and  fo  extraordinary.    I  will  tell  you 
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•*  in  a  few  words.  Thefe  gentlemen,  like  all  ftrangcrs,  who 
*'  know  China  only  from  books,  were  ignorant  of  the  manner 
**  of  proceeding,  of  the  cuftomfe  and  the  etiquette  of  this  court  j 
•*  and,  to  add  to  their  misfortune,  they  hrouglit  with  them  a 
•*  Chinefe  interpreter  ftill  lefs  informed  than  themielves.  The 
**  conlequence  of  all  which  was  that,  in  the  firft  place,  they 

came  without  any  preicnts  for  the  Minifter  cf  Btatet  or  for 
■  **  the  foiu  of  die  Emperor.   Seoondly,  they  refilled  to  go 

throng  the  iifiuJ  cereauuiy  of  iiilutiog  the  Empcrrav  with- 

out  oftriog  any  jkds&ftory  reafen  for  foch  refiifiL  Thirdly, 
"  They  prefented  themfelves  in  clothes  that  were  too  phuo, 
*f  and  too  common.  Fourthly,  They  did  not  ufe  the  {wccaution 

to  fee  (graifler  la  pattc)  the  leveral  perfons  appointed  to  the 
*<  faperintendanoe'  of  thdr  affiurs.  Fifthly,  Their  demands 
*'  were  not  made  in  the  tone  and  ftyie  of  the  country.  Ano- 
**  ther  reafen  of  their  bad  fuccels,  and,,  in  my  mind,  die  piin- 
'*  dpal  one,  was  owing  to  the  intrigues  of  a  certain  miffionary, 

who,  imagining  tliat  this  embafly  might  be  injurious  to'  the 
.  *'  interefts  of  Jiis  own  country,  did  not  fail  to  excite  unfavour- 
**  able  impreffions  againft  the  Englilh  nation.*' 

The  points  of  failure  enumerated  in  diis  letter  of  Monfieur 
Grammont,  were  fo  many  fpurs  to  the  Dutch  fadory  to  try 
their  fuccefs  ac  the  court  of  Pekin  the  following  year.  No 
,fooner  did  Mr.  Van  Braam  receive  this  difpatch,  by  the  return 
of  the  Engliih  embafly  to  Canton,  than  he  prepared  a  letter 
for  the  Commiflaries  General  ac  Batavia,  in  which  he  informed 
them,  that  as  it  was  the  intention  of  the  difl&rent  nations  who 
had  fa&orics  eftabliihed  in  Cantoii,  to  fend  embafladors  to  the 
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Capital,  for  the  purpofe  of  congntulating  the  Emperor  on  hit 
attaining  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  which  would  be  in  the 
fixticth  year  of  his  reign,  he  had  refolved  to  proceed  on  fuch 
a  miifion  on  the  part  of  the  Batavian  Republic,  and  rcquefted 
that  he  might  be  furnifhed,  without  delay,  with  fuitablc  cre- 
dentials. To  this  application  the  Comminaries  General,  who 
had  been  fent  out  the  fame  year  to  retrench  the  expences  of 
the  Company  in  their  Indian  fetilements,  and  to  reform  abufcs, 
returned  for  anfwer,  That,  however  low  and  inadequate  their 
"  finances  might  be  to  admit  of  extraordinary  expences,  yet 
*'  they  deemed  It  eaqwdient  not  to  Cbew  any  backwardnefs  in 

adopting  fimilar  meafuret  to  thofc  pnrfiied  by  other  Euitv 
.**  pcana  trading  to  China}  and  that  they  had,  accordingly, 
^  nominated  Mr.  Titfiogh  as  chief,  and  himfelf  (Mr.  Van 

Braam]  as  fecond  Embaffiulor  to  the  Court  of  China." 

.1 

'  Mr.  TUfingli  loft  no  time  in  repairing  to  Canton,  and  t^ieie 
two  EmbaOadocB,  determining  to  avul  themfdves  of  tlie  liimf  ' 
dirown  out  in  Monfieur  Oramnctet^s  letter,  and  tliexdijr  to 
avoid  fplitdng  on  the  fiime  rode  wliich,  they  took  for  giantcd, 

the  Britifh  Enibaflador  Iiad  done,  cheerfully  fubmitted  to  every 
humiliating  ceremony  required  from  them  by  the  Chinefc,  who^ 
in  letom,  treated  them  in  the  moft  contemptuous  and  indignan^ 
aanner.  At  Canton  they  were  ordered  to  aflid  in  a  folemn 
proeeflion  of  Mandarines  to  a  temple  in  the  neigbourhood,  and 
there,  before  the  Emperor's  name,  painted  on  cloth,  and  fuC» 
pended  above  the  altar,  to  bow  their  heads  nine  times  to  the 
grourid,  in  token  of  gratitude  for  his  great  condefcenfion  in 
permitting  them  to  proceed  to  his  preience,  in  order  to  offer 

C       .  '  him  . 
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him  tribute.  They  fubmhted  CTen  to  the  demands  of  theftate- 
ofHcers  of  Canton,  that  the  letter,  written  by  the  OomvaiH- 
faries  General  at  Batavia  to  the  Emperor  of  China,  and  tnoS^ 
lated  there  into  the  Chinefe  language,  (hould  be  broke  open-, 
and  the  contents  read  by  them ;  and  that  they  fliould  further 
be  allowed  to  m:\ke  therein  fuch  alterations  and  additions  as 
they  might  think  proper.  The  Embairador,  rcfolring  not  to 
be  wanting  in  any  point  of  civility,  requcftcd  to  know  when 
he  might  have  the  honour  of  paying  his  rcfpcds  to  the  Viceroy  ; 
and  received  for  anfwer,  that  the  euftoms  of  the  country  did 
not  allow  a  perfon  in  his  fituation  to  come  within  the  walls 
of  the  Viceroy's  palace,  but  that  one  of  his  officers  fhould  re- 
ceive his  vifit  at  tlie  gate ;  which  vifit  to  the  gate  was  literally 
made.  Mr.  Van  Braam,  in  relating  this  circumflance  in  his 
journal,  obferves,  that  the  Viceroy  "  alTured  his  Excellency,  he 
ought  not  to  take  his  refufal  amifs,  as  the  fame  terms  had 
'*  been  prelcribed  to  Lord  Macartney  the  preceding  ysar.*' 
Mr.  Van  Bnam  knew  verj  well  that  Lord  Macartney  never 
fiibjefted  hhnfilf  to  any  fuch  refuial;  and  he  knew  too»  that 
die  iame  Viceroy  accompanied  hb  LordOiip  in  a  great  part 
of  Ida  journey  from  the  Qifntal :  that  he  partook  of  a  repaft, 
Im  the  invitatioii  of  Lord  Macartney,  at  the  Britilh  iadory 
trhcn,  for  the  firft  time,  both  Mr.  Van  Braam  and  the  fnper- 
taxg^  of  al!  the  European  nadona  had  beenr  permitted  io  fit 
down  in  the  prefence  of  one  of  his  rank.' 

At  Pddn  they  were  required  to  humiHate  lliemfelTes  at  leall 
thirty  difierent  times,  at  each  of  which  they  were  obliged,  on 
their  kneee,  tolmock  their  heads  nine  timet  agunft  the  grooiid, 

wludi 
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"wydi  Mr.  Vaa  BiiaiB«  in  his  jonmal,  toj  fooUy  calli,  p«h 
IbfiBiag  die  lUiile  c£  lioaom^  <*  fiin  U  fiki  ^Jkvim^ 
And  dief  were  fiaally  difmiflcd,  widi  a  few  pritvy  piecot  qf 
4i]k»  mt|iauc  kamnf  once  been  alloved  to  flpea  di9ur  )|pi  on 
anykiiid  of  bufinoft ;  and  witlunit  beiog  permitted  Co  fee  either 
their  fiiend  Onumnont,  pr  any  other  European  mifljoaary^ 
■except  one,  who  had  fpecial  leave  to  make  them  a  vifit  of  hitf 
•an  hour,  the  day  before  their  departure,  |n  prefencc  of  ten  or 
twelve  officers  of  government.  On  their  arrival  in  this  Q^lei 
they  were  lodged,  literally,  io  a  ilahle  i  tinder  tlie  fame  cover, 
and  in  the  lame  apartment,  with  a  parcel  of  cart-horfes.  lyir. 
Van  liraam's  own  words  are,  "  Nous  voila  dmc  a  tiotre  arrivee 
*'  dans  la  celcbrc  reftdcncc  tmpt-rtjh  ,  l(:gcs  dans  une  efpice  ^CUfii* 
Nms  fariont  noms  aUciulus  a  uac  parcilU  avauturt  /'* 

After  fuch  a  vile  reception  and  degrading  treatment  of  the 
Dutch  EmbaflV,  what  advantages  can  rcafonably  be  expelled 
to  accrue  from  a  fervilc  and  unconditional  compliance  with  the 
fubmiflions  required  by  this  haughty  government  ?  It  would 
rather  fcem  that  their  exactions  arc  proportioned  to  the  com- 
plying temper  of  the  perfons  with  whom  they  have  to  treat. 
For  it  appears,  not  only  from  Mr.  Van  Braam's  own  account 
of  the  Embaffy,  but  alfo  from  two  manufcript  journals  in  the 
Author's  pofleflion,  one  kept  by  a  Dutch  gcuilcmaa  in  the. 
fuite,  and  the  other  by  a  native  Chinefe,  that  the  Embafladorj 
from  the  Batavian  Republic  were  fully  prepared  to  obviate 
«very  difficulty  that  might  arife  from  *<'jppofed  points  of 
ftHose  in  the  Biidfli  Emhafly,  as  «  jd  to  their  notico 
lifM><3taipmpnt.   In  Ae  firft  phce,  they  not  only  carried 

c  t  prefeots 
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prefents  for  the  Minifters  of  State,  but  they  calmly  fuffereJ 
thcfe  gentlemen  to  trick  them  out  of  the  only  curious  and  valu- 
able articles  among  the  prefents  intended  for  the  Emperor,  and 
to  fubftitutc  others,  of  a  mean  and  common  nature,  in  their 
place.    Secondly,  they  not  only  complied  with  going  through 
the  ufual  ceremony  of  faluting  the  Emperor,  but  alfo  of  falut- 
ing  the  Emperor's  name,  painted  on  a  piece  of  filk,  at  leaft  fifty 
times,  on  their  journey  to  and  from  tlie  Capital :  which  de- 
grading ceremofiy  dley  even  coodc&eiMied  to  pcifonii  befbi* 
the  perfoft  of  the  Prime  Minifter.   With  regard  to  the  third 
pc^nt,  it  certainly  appean  that  no  ezpenoe  had  been  tputd  in 
proving  ihemfelTes  widi  fplendid  robes  for  tlie  occafion  j  bar, 
uafertonately,  fhey  had  but  few  opportunities  of  naksng  nfe 
of  th^  their  baggage  not  afiking  at  the  Capital  tilt  many 
days  after  they  had  been  there.  Nor  does  it  feem  that  the 
drefi  «f  a  fiweiga  Emfaaflador  ia  confidered  of  much  coofe- 
^nence  In  the  eyes  of  the  Chineie  $  for,  when  thefe  gentlemen 
wiflied-to  eacule  diemfidves  fiom  going  to  court,  on  account 
of  their  diifty  and  tattered  clothes,  in  which  they  had  pei^ 
formed  a  moft  painful  journey,  the  Mafler  of  the  Ceremonies 
obferved,  that  it  was  not  thdr  dr^t  but  their perfons^  which 
the  Emperor,  his  nKtder,  was  defirous  to  fee.    And,  It  can 
hardly  be  fuppofed,  they  would  omit  obferring  the  fourth 
article,  which,  Mr.  Granunont  is  of  opinion,  was  negleded  by 
Lord  Macartney.    And,  in  the  laft  place,  they  Aand  fully 
acquitted  of  any  want  of  humility  in  the  tone  and  ftyle  of  their 
communications,  after  having  allowed  their  credentials  to  be 
new  modelled  by  the  oflRcers  of  Government  at  Canton  ;  from 
which  city  they  had  alio  an  interpreter,  a  very  proper  one,  no> 

doubt,  appointed  to  attend  them« 

3  Their 
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Their  miffion,  it  is  true,  was  not  well  calculated  for  making 
terms  or  rejefting  propofals.  The  Chinelc  were  not  unac- 
quainted with  the  declining  finances  of  the  Dutch  j  they  knew 
very  well  that  the  erobafly  had  originated  in  Canton,  and  that  it 
was  accredited  only  horn  their  AipeHora  in  Batwrila.  la  tibdr 
journey  they  were  barafled  beyond  neaiitre  {  Ibnietimes  they 
weie  lodged  in  wretched  hov^,  witliouc  furniture  and  mthout 
cover  s  fomedmet  they  were  oblige^  to  pais  the  ni^t  in  the 
open  Mr«  when  the  temperature  was  bdow  the  fieeztng  pinnt; 
frequently  for  four  and  twenty  hours  they  had  notinog  to  eat; 
Van  Braam  obferves  that,  owing  to  the  fatigues  of  the  journey, 
the  badnefs  of  the  victuals,  their  early  riHng  and  expoTure  to 
the  cold,  he  loft  about  five  inches  in  the  drcumfiuenoe  of  his 
body.  Being  ratlaer  jppipident,  and  not  very  expert  in  perform> 
ing  the  Chinefe  ceremony  it  thdr  public  introduction,  his  hat 
happened  to  fall  on  the  ground,  upon  which  the  old  Emperor 
began  to  laugh.  Thus,"  fays  he,  "  I  received  a  mark  of  dif- 
"  tinftion  and  prediledion,  fuch  as  never  Embaffador  was  ho- 
"  noured  with  before.  I  confefs,"  continues  he,  "  that  the  recol- 
**  leftion  of  my  fufferings  from  the  cold  in  wailing  fo  long  in  the 
**  morning,  was  very  much  foftened  by  this  incident."  No  man 
will  certainly  envy  this  gentleman's  happy  turn  of  mind,  in 
receiving  fo  much  iktisfadion  in  being  laughed  at. 

The  tone  of  the  Emperor's  letter,  with  which  they  were  d'lf" 
miffed,  while  it  fpeaks  the  vain  and  arrogaHt  fentiments  of  thi» 
haughty  government,  (hews  at  the  fame  time  how  well  ac- 
quainted they  were  with  the  circumftances  that  gave  rife  to  the 
v^ffion,  and  the  d^ree  of  effimatien  in  which  they  hdd  it.  It 

wafr 
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was  written  in  the  Tartar,  Chinefe,  and  Latin  languages,  from 
the  laft  of  which,  as  rendered  by  the  miflionaries,  the  following 
is  a  literal  tranflation.  The  content*  were  addrcffcd  to  the 
Council  of  ladia,  but  on  the  outfide  wrapper,  *'  To  the  King  of 
^  Holland,^*  It  may  ferye  at  the  fame  time  as  a  ^pecimea  of 
Ounefe  compo&ipn. 

**  I  have  reodved  from  heaven  tlie  IbepOtt  ni  tliis  vaft  empira 
^  I  have  rdgned  for  Gxxj  jtunm^  glory  and  bappintfi{  and 
^  have  eftaWfhed  the  moft  profbtnid  peace  upon  the  four 
leas*  of  the  (aid  empire,  to  the  benefit  of  the  nations  bor- 
dering  upon  them*  The  fame  of  my  majefty  and  proofs  of 
<*  my  magnificence  have  found  didr  way  Into  every  part  of  the 
^  world,  and  they  conftitote  the  pride  and  the  plnfure  of  my 
"  yaft  domaina* 

^  I  confider  my  own  happy  empire,  and  other  kingdoms, 
as  one  and  the  iame  family ;  the  princes  and  the  people  are, 
in  my  eye,  the  fame  men.  I  condefcend  to  (hcd  my  bleflings 
*'  over  all,  ftrangers  as  well  as  natives;  and  there  is  no  country, 
*'  however  diftant,  that  has  not  received  infbnces  of  my  bene- 
**  volence.  Thus,  all  nations  feud  to  do  me  homage,  and  to 
**  congratulate  me  inceflantly.  New  and  fucceflive  Embafladors 
**  arrive,  fome  drawn  in  chariots  over  land,  and  others  traverfe, 
**  in  their  ihips,  the  immenfity  of  the  feas.    In  fa^,  I  attend 

*  This  nprcflion  aHudet  to  the  ancient  opinion  that  China  was  fumnindfld  hj  the  Um, 
and  that  the  reft  of  the  world  wa»  made  up  of  iflandi.  Yet  though  they  now  poncfs  a 
tolmble  notion  of  geography,  fucfa  »  their  inveterate  adherence  to  ancient  opinion,  tfa^t 
iSkBffnSatOMmg^miAMaiiAmettttiAmt  Asa<ta||e  «m  Jeatimaitar 
ctptCua  that  Coolaciut  \m  written. 


biyiiized  by  Google 


TRAVELS  IN  CHIlTiU 

**  to  nothing  but  the  good  adminiftration  of  my  empire.  I  feel 
"  a  lively  joy  in  obferving  the  anxiety  with  which  they  flock. 
"  together  from  every  quarter  to  contemplate  and  admire  the' 
•*  wile  adminiftration  of  my  government.  I  experience  the 
"  moft  agreeable  iatisfaftion  in  participating  my  happincft 
•*  with  foreign  ftates.  I  applaud  therefore  your  government, 
•*  which,  although  feparated  from  mine  by  an  immenfe  ocean, 
•*  has  not  failed  to  fend  me  congratulatory  letters,  accompanied 
•*  with  tributary  ofiering^^ 

•  Having  perufed  your  letters,  I  obferve  that  they  contaiti' 
*  nothing  but  what  1  confidcr  as  authentic  teftimonies  of  your 
great  veneratioa  for  me,  from  whence  I  conclude  that  you 
admire  my  mode  of  goTeraing.    In.  fad,  you  have  great 
reaibn  to  applaud  me.     Since  you  have  carried  on 
"  your  tade  at  Canton,  (and  it  i«  bow  many  years,)  Grangers 
lum  alwayt  beea  well  treated'  in  my  empire  y  and  they  have 
individuilly  been  the  objefis  of  my  love  and  aftAion.  t 
**  might  call  to  witnefi  lIiePOrtugiM&»tiie  Italians,  the  Engliih, 
**  and  othen  d  4ie  &me  fiwt  o£  nations,  who  ave  all  ^ually 
**  efteemed  by  me,  and  have  aU  pre&nted  me  widi  pr»>- 
ciouB  g^o.   All  have  been  treated,  on  my  part,  after  the- 
iame  manner,  and  without  any  partiality.    I  give  abundantly 
*•  even  when  thofc  things  I  received  from  them  are  of  no 
■*  value.   My  manner  of  dotqg  thefis-  things  ia  undoubtedly! 
**  known  in  your  country* 

**  Concerning  your  Embaflador,  be  ia  not^  pR^eily  fpeaking, 
**  ftnt  by  bis  King},  but  yott,who  ave  a  compviy  of  merchants,. 

havo. 
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"  have  fuppofed  yourfelves  authorized  to  pay  me  this  refptOt. 
**  Your  Sovereign,  however,  having  dircdled  you  to  chufe  a  fa- 
**  vourabic  moment  of  my  reign,  you  have  now  fcnt  to  felicitate  me 
**  accordingly  in  the  name  of  your  faid  Sovereign.  The  fixtieth 
**  year  of  my  reign  was  about  to  be  completed.  You,  a  com- 
**  pany,  too  diftant  from  your  Sovereign,  could  not  announce  it 

to  him.  Interpreting  thu  to  be  bis  pleafure,  you  have  undcr- 
"  taken  to  fend,  in  his  nune,  to  do  me  homage ;  and  I  have  no 

donbc  diUpiinee  b  iiiij[HFed  towaids  me  iHth  die  iamelenti- 

mentB  which  I  have  experienced  in  you.  I  have,  .therefor^ 
**  recdved  yoar  Emballador  as  if  he  had  been  fent  inunediatdy 
**  by  Us  King.  And  I  am  defirous  yon  fliould  be  made  ac- 
«  quaSotad  that  I  htVe  lemafked  nothing  in  the  perlbn  pf  your 

Embaflador*  but  what  bote  teftinumy  of  his  relped  Ibf  me, 

and  of  his  own  good  «ondad^ 

I  commanded  my  great  officen  to  btvodvce  him  to  my 

prefence.  I  gave  him  ieveial  ^itertainments,  and  permitted. 
**  him  to  iee  the  grounds  and  the  pahces  that  are  within  my  vaft 
**  and  magnificent  gardens  ciTheM  mm  Tmeth   I  have  liMiQed 

that  he  might  fed  the  eflfeOs  of  my  attentioa»  dividing  with 
"  him  tlie  pleafures  which  the  profound  peace  of  my  empire 

allows  me  to  enjoy.  I  have,  moreover,  made  valuable  pre- 
**  fents,  not  only  to  liim,  but  alfo  to  the  officers,  interpreters, 
"  foldiers,  and  fiivants  of  his  fuite,  giving  them,  befides  what 

is  cuflomary,  many  Other  artides,  as  may  be  ieen  by  the 

catalogue. 
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*•  Your  Embaflador  being  about  to  return  to  the  prefencc  of 
"  his  fovereign,  I  have  directed  him  to  prcfent  to  this  Prince 

pieces  of  filk  kad  other  valoable  articles  to  which  I  have 
"  added  feme  antique  vaies. 

*'  May  your  King  recnve  my  prefent.  May  he  go^em  his 
*'  people  with  wifdom;  and  give  his  Ible  attention  to  diis  grand 
"  objed,  ading  always  with  an  upright  and  fincere  heart : 

and,  laftly,  may  he  always  cheriOi  the  recoUedion  of  my 
*'  beneficence !  May  this  King  attentively  wach  over  the  afiairs 
**  of  his  Idngdom.  I  recommend  it  to  him  ftropgly  and  ear- 
«  neftly. 

**  The  twenty-fourth  day  of  the  firft  moon  of  the  fixtieth 
year  of  the  reign  of  |Uen  Long.** 

The  very  different  treatment  whichthe  J£ng1i(h  embafly  receiv- 
ed at  the  court  of  Pekin  b  ealily  ezpkined.  The  Giinele  are  well 
informed  of  the  fuperiority  of  the  Engliih  mt  all  other  nations 

by  Tea ;  of  the  great  extent  of  their  commerce  ;  of  their  vaft 
poffei&ons  in  India  which  they  have  long  regarded  with  a  jea- 
lous eye ;  and  of  the  character  and  independent  fpirit  of  the 
nation.  They  perceived,  in  the  manly  and  open  condud  of 
Lord  Macartney,  the  rcprefeiUative  of  a  fovereign  in  no  way  in- 
ferior to  the  Emperor  of  China,  and  they  felt  the  propriety, 
though  they  were  unwilling  to  avow  ir,  of  exacting  only  the 
fame  token  of  refpctft  from  him  towards  their  fovereign,  that  one 
of  their  own  countrymen,  of  equal  rank,  fliould  pay  to  the  por- 
trait of  his  Britannic  niajcUy.    It  mull,  however,  have  been  a 
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hstrd  ftruggle  between  pcrfonal  pr'ulc,  and  national  fmportancc, 
hiihie  they  rcTolvcd  to  rcjed  fo  fair  a  propofiA,  and  confent  to 
v^a.ve  a  ceremony  which  had  never,  on  any  former  occalion, 

been  difpcnfed  with.  It  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  ftiong  an'im- 
prelHon  the  refuial  of  an  individual  to  comply  with  the  cere* 
liuniies  dF  the  cotmtry  was  likely  to  make  on  the  minds  of  the 
jkinperor  and  his  court :  how  mnch  they  muft  have  fuSered  in 
their  own  opinion,  and  how  greatly  muft  their  pride  have  beea 
riJOrlified,  to  find  that  by  no  trick,  nor  artifice,  nor  ftrcich  of  power^ 
could  they  prevail  on  an  Englifli  EmbaiTador  to  forego  the  dig- 
nity' and  refped  due  to  the  fituation  he  held  at  their  court,  whi- 
ther they  were  now  convinced  he  had  not  come,  as  was  fignified 
in  painted  letters  on  the  colours  of  the  Oiips  that  tranfpcn  ted  the 
embafly  up  the  Pci-Ao,  to  offer  tribute  to  the  Emperor  of 
«  China:' 

With  regard  to  the  intrigues  of  the  Portugucze  miflionary^ 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Giammonl's  letter,  Lord  Macartney  was  fuf- 
ficlently  aware  of  them  long  before  his  arrival  in  the  capital,  and 
took  fuch  meafurcs,  in  confequence  of  the  information,  as  were 
moft  likely  to  be  effeClual  in  countcrading  any  influence  that 
he  might  fecrctly  exert,  injurious  to  the  interefts  of  the  Britifh 
nation.  But  the  intrigues  of  churchmen  are  not  always  eafUy 
obviated,  efpeclally  where  they  are  fufpicious  of  their  errors  being 
^xpofe^  or  tlieir  ignorance  deteded.   It  is  a  painful  truth  (and 

Noticed  Hike  with  rdafUnce,  on  account  of  the  many  wonhy 
members  of  tlie  fotiJety)  dial  the  minifters  «f  a  certsin  branch  of 
a  rdi^ofli  ^hofe  diftSt^guiilhing  ftatnre  is  meehnefi  and  i(»bear- 
jtfce,  ihotdd  Bate  Ui  ht  perveited'  the  intention  of  its  benero- 

lent 
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lent  author,  as  to  have  produced  more  intrigues,  cabals,  and 
peifecutions,  than  even  the  relentleis  Maliomedans,  whofe  &rft 
article  of  faith  inculcates  merit  in  dellroying  thoie  of  a  different 
perfuafion.  Their  political  intrigues  and  interference  in  ftate 
affairs,  have  done  material  injury  to  the  caufe  of  Chriftianity  in 
aimed  every  country  into  which  their  mii&Qas  have  extended. 

The  maligEiant  fpirit  of  this  fame  rorrugueze  miffiionary  was 
not  confined  to  the  framing  of  iaiflioods  and  nufreprefentation^ 
with  regard  to  the  views  of  die  Brltifh  cinb^ilTy,  but  has  con- 
tinued to  exert  its  influence  at  the  court  of  Pckin,  in  the  fame 
fccret  and  difhonourable  way,  whenever  an  opportunity  oc- 
curred that  Teemed  faTOuraMe  for  railing  unwarrantable  £ii(pjl- 
cSont  in  the  nuads  qf  the  Chmefe  againft  the  EoglUl^  Daiipitf 
Towards  the  dole  of  the  laft  war,  when  it  vm  firand  expefjje^ 
to  take  pofleffion  of  fome  of  the  Portuguese  colonifs,  ^ad  49 
ezpeditioA  for  this  purpofe  waa  eAually  fent  out  to  fecuce  fjm^ 
peninfuU  of  Macao,  thia  nuffiimary  loft  no  time  in  Aiggeftjf^ 
to  the  Cbinefe  csooit,  that  the  defignt  of  the  pn^jiiih  in  gettipg 
pofldCon  of  Macao  might  be  of  the  f^me  nptm  fH  tlfofe  tfaej 
h«d  already  pradifed  in  India  s  and  that  if  tfiejr  were  oope  tafr 
iatd  to  get  footing  in  the  country,  Chin^  slight  eaqpejieiypf 
the  fame  £ite  as  Hindoftan.  Fortunately  for  the  concerni  gf 
the  Britiih  £aft  India  Company  this  o£Bdoua  inteilerenee  and 
the  m^leTolent  infinuatiiHjs  of  Be^nvih  Jfk^teydft  too|;  9^  ffrj 
diiercnt  mm  to  what  he  had  expefied.  The  iniellig^cj^  of  f 
hoftile  force  fo  near  the  coaft  of  G)iipa  coming  firft  from  49 
European  miffionary,  impKe4  f  negle^  in  the  Viceroy  of  (^Sir 
too;  and  an  angry  Icttfsr       i^|dreficd  tp  hi^  Jrffm  cQurt^ 

D  3  ordering 
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ordering  him  to  ^ve  immecltate  and  accurate  information  on 
the  fnbjed.  The  Viceroy,  nettled  at  the  officious  zeal  of  the 
Portugueze,  pofitively  denied  the  faCt  of  any  boftile  intention 
of  the  Engtifli,  who,  being  a  brave  peopfo,  and  terrible  in 
"  arma,  had  intimidated  the  Portugueze  at  Macao,  though 
'*  without  reafon,  as  -their  fliips  of  war,  as  ufoal,  came  only  to 
**  proted  their  fhips  of  commerce  againft  their  enemies.*'  When 
this  difpatch  of  the  ^^roy  reached  Pekin,  the  Emperor  was 
fo  exafperated  to  think  that  the  Court  had  fnflered  ttfelf  to  be 
milled  by  an  European  miflionary,  that  he  ordered  Almeyda  to 
appear  before  the  maftcr  of  the  houfehold,  and  on  his  knees 
to  afk  forgtvenefs  of  crime,  which,  he  was  told,  deferved  to  be 
puniflied  with  death  ;  and  he  was  difmifled  with  a  caution  never 
more  to  interfere  in  the  flatc  affairs  of  China.  The  whole  of  this 
curious  tranfadion  is  puhlifhed  in  the  Pekin  Gazette  of  lad 
year ;  fo  that  the  Engiifti  have  gained  a  confiderablc  degree  of 
reputation  by  it,  fo  much,  indeed,  that  the  Chinefe  at  Canton 
(and  a  great  deal  depends  upon  their  repreientations)  would 
have  no  objedlion  to  fee  tlie  Englirti  in  poflTeflion  of  Macao ; 
for  they  cordially  hate,  I  believe  it  is  not  too  much  to  fay 
they  defpife,  the  Portugueze,  and  they  fpeak  with  horfor  of 
the  French.  What  a  moment  then  is  this  for  England  to  turn 
to  its  advantage ! 

Independent,  however,  of  the  machinations  ot  mi/fiona- 
xies,  fuch  is  the  pride  and  the  haughty  infolence  of  the  Chinefe 
government,  that,  in  no  inftance  on  record,  but  that  ot  the 
Britifh  embafly,  has  it  ever  relaxed  from  its  long  eftabli(hcd 
cuiloms,  nor  acquiefced  in  any  demands  of  foreign  embafladors,. 
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\rhetber  the  lone  in  which  they  were  made  was  fupplicatittg  or 
authoritative.  The  forma  of  the  court  they  contend  to  be  aa 
immutable  aa  were  the  laws  of  the  Medea  and  Perfiana.  Every 
thing  muft  be  condu^d  by  prefcriptive  ufage,  and  no  deriai- 
tion  allowed  firom  the  rules  which  tor  ages  have  been  eftabUihed 
by  law,  and  rcgiftercd  by  the  council  of  ordinances ;  much 
lefs  the  remifTion  of  any  duty  that  might  derogate  from  the 
reverence  and  refped  which  ar«  confidered  to  be  due  to  the  per- 
ion  of  the  Emperor. 

It  may  be  imagined,  then,  that  an  event  fo  new  aa  a  refiifal 
to  fubmit  to  the  degrading  ceremony  required  from  an  embal^ 
fador,  at  his  public  introduQion,  could  not  fail  of  making  a 
very  flrong  impreffion  on  the  minds  of  thofc  about  rhe  perfou 
of  his  Imperial  Majefty  j  who,  as  Mr.  Van  Braain  fays,  were 
(and  withouc  doubt  they  were)  much  better  fatij^fied  with  the 
complying  temper  of  the  Dutch,  than  with  the  inflexible  pertina- 
city of  the  Engllfh.  Yet,  they  did  not  venture  to  lodge  the  latter 
in  a  ftable,  nor  think  proper  to  perfevcre  in  demanding  uurea- 
fonable  homage.  Neither  waa  any  pique  or  ill-nature  apparent 
in  any  Angle  tnftance,  after  the  departure  of  die  enbafly  from 
the  capital,  but  very  much  the  contrary.  The  officers  ap- 
pointed to  condoft  it  to  Canton  teftified  the  moft  eamefl: 
defire  to  pleale,  by  a  ready  attention  to  every  minute  circum* 
ftance  that  mi^t  add  to  the  comforti  of  the  travellers,  or  alle- 
Tiatc»  if  not  entirely  remove,  any  little  inconvenience.  It  was 
a  flattering  drcumftance  to  the  embaflkdor  to  oblerve  their 
anxiety  for  the  favourable  opinion  of  a  nation  they  had  now 
b^Q  to  think  more  highly  oft  and  q£  whom,  in  meafurii^ 

$  with 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA. 


with  (hemfeives,  it  was  nut  difEcult  to  perceive^  they  felt, 
though  too  cautious  to  avow,  the  fuperiority* 

The  Brltlfli  cmbafly  was  a  mcafurc  which  It  vas  abfolutely 
neccfTary  to  atlopt,  for  reafons  that  are  llatcJ  at  full  length  in 
the  iirft  chapter  of  Sir  George  Staunton's  valuable  work,  and 
the  ibundation  it  has  laid  for  future  advantages  more  than 
countalMlaDces  the  trifling  expence  it  occafiooed  to  die  Eaft 
India  Company,  which  did  not  exceed  two  per  cent,  on  the 
annual  amount  of  their  trade  from  England  to  Canton.  Thofe 
who  had  formed  immodente  expe£bitions  muft  have  little  un- 
derftood  the  laws  and  cnftoms  of  China,  whicli  admit  not  the 
fyftem  of  mutnal  interoourfe  between  diftant  nations,  hj  means 
of  embafladors  or  refident  mSnifters  at  the  re^pedtive  courts. 
Their  cuftom  is  to  reenve  embafladors  with  idj^  and  hofpi* 
taHty;  to  confider  them  as  vlfitors  to  the  Emperor,  and  to 
entertun  them  accordingly  as  his  particular  guefts,  from  the 
moment  they  enter  the  country  till  they  return  to  the  bounda* 
lies  of  his  empire.  This  being  neceflfarily  attended  with  an 
enormous  expence  tltc  court  of  ceremonies  has  prefcribed 
forty  days  for  the  refidence  of  foreign  embaflfadors,  either  in 
the  capital,  or  wherever  the  court  may  happen  to  be ;  though  on 
particular  occafions,  or  by  accident,  the  term  may  ibmetimes 
be  exteoUed  to  double  that  time. 

Thus  by  confulting  the  accounts  of  the  different  European 
cinbailles  that  have  been  feat  to  China  in  the  two  lad  centu- 

*  The  eipence  oocafiMied  t»  the  oourtof  CIudi  bj  die  Bridilb  cmbdfy,  wiObe 
ilUd  «u  •  foUcqnait  chtpfecr. 
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ries,  it  will  be  found  that  the  refidcnce  of  none  of  them  was 
extended  to  twice  the  tcnn  fixed  by  the  court  of  ceremomes^ 
and  two  of  them  did  not  remain  the  period  allowed* 

The  firft  embafFy  fent  by  the  Dutch  arrived  in  Peldn 
iht  lytb  July  1656,  and  departed  the  i6th  OCtoha  followmg* 
having  remained  ninety-one  days. 

The  fecond  Dutch  embafly  arrived  in  Pekin  the  20th  June 
1667,  and  departed  the  5th  Auguft,  having  refided  forty-iix 
days. 

The  firft  Rufilan  embafly  arrived  at  the  capital  on  the  5th 
November  1692,  and  left  it  on  the  iy\h  February  1693,  having 
remained  there  one  hundred  and  fix  days. 

The  fecond  Ruffian  embaffy  arrived  at  Pekin  on  the  18th 
November  1720,  and  did  not  leave  it  till  the  2d  March  172  f> 
being  one  hundred  and  fourteen  days. 

Thefe  two  embalfies  were  immediately  conneflcd  with  the 
commercial  concerns  of  the  two  nations,  which  were  then 
traniaded  in  the  capital  of  China,  but  now  confined  to  the  ad* 
joining  frontiers. 

The  Fope*t  embafly  arrived  in  Pekin  on  the  15th  December 
1720,  and  departed  the  24]tb  Marcli  1721,  being  ninety-nine 
days. 
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The  PortujTUczc  embafly  entered  Pekin  the  ifl  May  1753, 
and  left  it  the  dth  June  following,  being  only  thirty-nine  days. 

The  Bntidi  cmbafTy  arrived  in  Pekin  the  2 ill  Auguft  1793, 
and  departed  the  7th  October,  being  forty-l'even  days. 

'The  third  Dutch  etnbafly  entered  the  eaphal  the  loth 
January  1 795,  and  left  it  the  sjth  February,  being  thirty-fix 
days. 

'  On  the  whole,  then,  it  may  be  concluded,  that  neither  Mon- 
iieur  Grammont,  nor  they  who  conceiTed  that  an  uncondidonal 
and  ferrile  compliance,  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh  Embafladof, 
would  have  been  produdive  of  more  fiivourable  lefults,  were 
right  in  their  conjeQures.  On  the  contrary,  it  may,  perhaps, 
be  rather  laid  down  as  a  certain  confequence,  that  a  tone  of 
fubmifTiou,  and  a  tame  and  paflive  obedience  to  the  degrading 
demands  of  tliis  haughty  court,  ferve  only  to  feed  its  pride,  and 
add  to  the  abfurd  notions  of  its  own  vali  importance. 
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CHAP.  11. 

Oceutrencet  and  ObTerTattoiis  in  the  Navigation  of  the  Ydlow 
Sea,  and  the  F^flage  up  the  Pei-ho,  or  White  River. 

Difftrmt  Tejhrmnus  that  have  been  given  ^<4r  Chinee  CbaraQtr.—Omfaryim  ^ 
China  with  Eurepe  in  the  JixttttA  Cutlurfi—MaSva  tf  the  Miffitmrm  m  ^inr 
Wri^s.^'Bril^  Emit^  At  MgUt  tf  Fonmfa.—Apptaranct  tf  a 

Ta-fung  Chufan  Jfandt.—lnflance  of  Chlnefe  AmpHfuation.— Various  Chinefe 

VfJJils.'^S^ftfm  if  thar  Ncivigntian—their  Cetnpii/t,  probtMj  ^  Sejtbian  Origin 
^Jweign  Vojages  e/.—l races  of  Lhtneft  in  Amnita-~ut  am  IfUmd  ef  the 
Tartarian  8ea^  th»  PtrJiM  Gtilph^traitd  frtMtf  «t  far  u  Maiagji^,-^ 
Commerce  of  the  Tyriani.  —  Reafont  for  eottje/luring  that  tht  HatUntutt  may 
have  d/rivrd  their  Origin  from  Chinn.  —  Portrait  ef  a  Chinefe  compared  with  that 
Hottentot.  — Malay!  ef  the  Jaine  dejcent  at  tie  Chinefe.^Curietts  coincidences 
im  tbt  Cufitm  of  theje  and  tie  Siiiiuilnaiw,—Gngafe/e  tf  (Mntft' Oitigim.'—Qm 
rfAt  Brigs  patched  t9  Clni>fMi  for  PiUts.— Rapid  Currents  among  tht 
Jflands.—  Viftt  to  the  Governvr.  —  Diflcuhles  in  pru-urir.g  Pilots — Jrhilrary  Pro- 
ceedini^  of  ihe  Governor. — Pilots  pu~zUd  -wUh  sur  Corrpafi-^Ignarance  of—Arrtv* 
in  the  Uulph  of  Pe-tehe-lec— ^'jtf/  of  t%uo  Officers  fnm  Cturt,  Mtdthiir  Br^n* 
^tiiHr  tht  PdJ)o»  Mdtutbmh  tn  ttuMtuua  TtekU^AmimniwImg  CtiiM 

if  the  Hvo  Offictrs. — Profufon  of  Provifiins.— Appearance  tf  the  Country —  of  tf>e 

Pnple.  Drefs  of  the  JVcmen.'-^Rrmarlcs  on  their  Jmall  Feet. —  Chinefe  an  utt- 

eteanij  and  frtwzy  Pe»ple. — Immen/e  Crowds  of  People  and  River  Craft  at  Ticn- 
Sing— iXcvM/  and  pr.pofiffing  Ctni^  rftht  Mu^ttidt^Mi^  Air/m^l^ 

tie  Rtvurt  of  the  Tacbts. — Favsiiraile  Traits  in  the  Chinefe  CharaHer. — Fact 
and  ProduBtaf  th<  Cfuntry. — Multitudes  of  Piople  Inhabitants  of  the  Water. 
Another  Infance  of  arbitrary  Power.^Dfemiari  at  Tong  Tcboo,  and  are  lodged 
in  a  TetiipU. 

"If  any  man  fliould  make  a  coUedion  of  all  the  inveiitioni* 
and  aU  tlie  pf odufUons,  that  every  nation,  which  now  is, 
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**  or  ever  has  been,  upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  the  whole 
"  would  fall  far  Hiort,  cither  as  to  number  or  quality,  of  what 
is  to  be  met  with  in  China."    Thef  ,  oi  fomethiog  fimilar,. 
tat  the  words  of  the  learned  l£iac  Voilias. 

The  tcftimony  given  by  the  celebrated  authors  of  the  Eiicf^ 
elope Ji€  des  Connoiffances  bumaines  it  almoft  eqiull7  ftrong: 
"  The  Chiaefe  who,  by  CO  mm  on  confenti  arc  fuperior  to  alt 
**  the  Afiatie  mtioin»  in  antiquity^  io  gpniusi  in  the  prognefs 
"  of  the  fdence^  in  wifdom,  in  government,  and  in  true  phi- 
**  lofophy  J  may,  moreover,  in  the  opinion  of  feme  authors, 

enter  the  lids,  on  all  thele  points,  with  the  moft  enlightened 
**'  nations  of  Europe." 

^ow  flattering,  then,  and  gratifying  muft  it  have  been  ta 
the  feelings  of  thofe  few  favoured  perfons,  who  had  the  good 
fbrtune  to  be  admitted  into  the  fuitc  of  the  Britifh  ErabafTador, 
then  preparing  to  proceed  to  the  court  of  that  Sovereign  who 
held  the  government  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  nation  ;  how 
greatly  muft  they  have  enjoyed  tlie  profped  <>i  experiencing, 
in  their  own  perfons,  all  that  was  virtuous,  and  powerful,  and 
grand,  and  magnificent,  concentrated  in  one  point — ^lo  the  city 
of  Fekiar 

Jklidifiaiy-doiibts  might  have  arilen,  onconiiHferition  that  nei- 
thlv  the  learned  G^non  of  'Windlbr,  nor  the  celebrated  Anthort- 
of  thfr£ncycIopedie,  were  ever  in  China  j  tbtt  the  firft  was  won- 
deifuQj  given  to  the  marvellous,  and  the- latter  had  no  other 
«iitfaonties».  tbaa  thofe  of  the  Jefuit^  and  other  mIflionarieB  for 
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propagating  the  Qbrifttan  .£uth,  Tucli  doobtt  were  viofe 
inclined  to  yield  to>the  &votinble  fide,  a»  beiog  fupponed  bj 
thejdmoft  ufuukimout  ooaewreaoe  of  a  multitiide  of  teftiinooiet,, 
ooDtvined  ki  the  rcktiont  that  have,  at  yaiious  timei,  -be«a:piib» 
lifted  not  oolyrby  Ae  miffionariei,  bot.aUb  byibme  otlier im- 
veUeoBi 

The  late  Sir  Wlinam  Jones,  indeed,  who  defervedly  took 
the  lead  in  oriental  literature,  had  obfcrved,  in  fpeaking  of  the 
Chinefe,  that  "  By  fome  they  have  been  extolled  as  the  oldeft 
•*  and  wifeft,  as  the  moft  learned,  and  moft  ingenious,  of  na- 
**  tions ;  whilft  others  have  derided  their  pretenfions  to  anti- 
"  quity,  condemned  their  government  as  abominable,  and 
*'  arraigned  their  manners  as  inhuman  j   without  allowing 

them  an  element  of  fcience,  or  a  fingle  art,  for  which 
"  diey  have  not  been  indebted  to  fome  more  andent  .and  more 

dvilised  race  of  men.** 

It  is  true,  alfo,  the  refearches  of  Mr.  Pauw,  the  fagacioitt 
philofopher  of  Berlin,  and  the  narrative  of  die  elegit  and 
impreffive  writer  of  "Lord  Anfon's  Voyage,  convey  to  lihe 
reader's  mind  no  very  favourable  ideas  of  the  Ghioele  charac* 
ter;  yet,  as  the  enquiries  of  the  one  were  entered  upon  In  a 
fpirit  of  controverfy,  and  directed  to  one  finp;1c  point,  and  the 
author,  as  juftly  has  been  obferved  of  him,  delights  fometimes  to 
take  a  fwiin  againfl  the  dream,  many  dedudlions  were  clearly  to 
be  made  from  the  conclufionsof  Mr.  Pauw.  And  with  regard 
to  the  Narrative  of  Mr,  Robins,  it  may  be  remarked  that,  to 
decide  upon  the  general  charadlcr  of  the  Chinefe,  from  the 
dealings  Lord  Anfon  had  with  them  in  the  port  of  Canton, 
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^ould  be  as  unfair,  as  U  would  be  tliought  i^refumptuous  in  a 
foreigner  to  draw  the  charadler  of  (jur  own  nation  from  a 
caiual  vifit  to  Falmouth,  Killybeggs,  or  Aberdeen.  The  fame 
remark  will  apply  to  the  accounts  given  of  this  nation  by 
Toreen,  Ofbeck^  Sonnerat,  and  fome  others,  who  have  vifited 
Gantoa  in  trading  ihlps,  none  of  whom  were  five  hundred  , 
yardi  beyond  the  Itnuta  of  the  Euxopean  fikdoriea. 

It  woutd  alfo  have  heen  highly  lUibefal  to  fuppofe,  that  < 
body  of  men,  remarkable,  u  the  eaily  JeAiit  miffionaries  were 
draught  to  be,  for  probity,  talent,  and  difintereftedneia,  Ihould 
ftudioufly  fit  down  to  compofe  fabrications  for  the  mere  pur- 
pofe  of  deceiving  the  world.  Even  Voltaire,  who  had  little 
partiality  for  the  facerdotal  charaifter^  is  willing  to  adnlir,  that 
their  relations  ought  to  be  confidered  as.  the  produdious  of  the 
moft  intelligent  travellers  that  have  extended  and  cmbclliffied 
the  fields  of  Science  and  Philofophy.  This  remark,  wlih  pro- 
per allowances  being  made  for  the  age  in  which  they  were 
written,  may  perhaps  be  applied  to  the  narratives  of  the  early 
miflions  to  China,  though  not  exadly  to  fome  others  of  a  more 
modem  date.  All  the  praifes  bellowed  by  the  former  on  this 
nation,  the  latter,  it  would  feem,  have,  injudidoufly,  eonfidered 
themfelTet  bound  to  ju(Ufy ;  without  taldiig  into  account  tibie 
progreflive  impfovemeoit  of  Europe  withta  the  laft  century 
and  a  hal£ 

That  Ghtna  was  cWOiacd  to  a  certidn  degrae  befote  moft  of 
the  nations  of  Europe,  not  rroi  Greece  excepted,  is  a  hiBt  diat 
wiU  noc  adndt  of  a  doubt  i  but  that  it  has  cominHed  to  im- 

3  pcore^ 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA. 


prove,  fo  as  ftlll  to  vie  with  many  of  the  prefent  European 
iiates,  as  the  miflionaries  would  have  it  fuppofed,  is  not  by  any 
means  To  clear.  From  the  middle  to  the  end  of  the  fixteentb 
cefmny,  .compared,  with  Europe  in  general,  it  had  greatly  tibe 
fuperioricy,  if  not  in  feience,  aft  leaft  in  aits  and  manufiiAuxei, 
in  the  conveniendcs  and  the  luxuries  of  life.  The  Chinefe 
were,  at  that  period,  prettf  much  in  die  fkmt  ftate  in  which 
they  Aill  are  j  and  in  which  they  are  likely  to  continue.  When 
the  BrftrEnropcana  Tifited  China,  they  were  aftonKhed  to  £nd 
an  univerfal  toleration  of  religious  opinions ;  to  obferve  Lamar 
and.  ^Mhts^iy  yetvs^  Perfeesy  and  Mabomedans^  living  quietly 
tOgedier,  and  each  following  his  own  creed  without  moleftation ; 
whiift  mcft  of  the  countries  in  Europe  were,  at  that  time,  torn 
in  pieces  by  religious  fchifms  ;  and  man  was  labouring  with 
cnthufiaftic  fury  to  deftroy  his  fellow-creaturcs,  in  honour  of 
his  Creator,  for  a  flight  difference  of  opinion  in  matters  of  no 
real  importance,  or  even  for  a  different  acceptation  of  a  word. 
-  Jn  China,  every  one  was  allowed  to  thiaik  as  he  plealed,  and  to 
cbufe  his  own  religion.  The  horrid  maflacre  of  the  protcliants 
in  funs  bad  terrified  iH  Europe.  China  knew,  nothing  of 
lemal  commoriona,  but  fiich  aa  were  Ibmedmea  occalkmed  by 
a  partial  icardly  of  grain.  The  art  of  improring  vegetabka 
by  particular  modea  of  culture,  waa  juft  be^nning  to  be  known, 
in  Europe.  All  China,  at  that  tim^  waa  eomparatiTdy  *  gar- 
den. When  die  Kii^  of  France  introdnoed  die  luxury  of  filk 
ftocHngii,  which,  about  eig^iteen  yeara  afterwards,  waa  adopted 
by  Elizabedi  ef  England,  the  pea&ntry  the  nuddhs  provincca 
of  China  were  clothed  in  filks  from  head  to  loot.  At  this 
pcdody  £bw  or  nosie  of  the  little  elegancies  nr^coaveniendea  of 

life 
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life  were  known  in  Europe  ;  the  ladies'  toilet  had  few  efllences 
to  gratify  the  fenfe  of  fmell,  or  to  beautify,  fot  a  time,  the 
complesdon ;  the  fciflars,  needles,  pen-knives,  and  other  little 
appcudagcs,  were  then  unknown  3  and  rude  and  ill-poliflied 
flcewers  ufurped  the  place  of  pins.  In  China,  the  ]adies  M 
their  needlewotfc,  their  patnt-boaes,  thdr  trinkets  of  ivorf,  of 
fUver  in  fiUagree,  of  mother-pearl,  and  of  toitoiie-fliell.  Even 
the  calendar,  at  this  time  To  defedtive  in  Europe,  that  Pope 
Gregory  was  urged  to  tl^e  bold  undertaking  of  leaping  orer,  or 
-annihilating,  ten  days,  waa  found  to  be,  in  GUna,  a  nationd 
concern,  and  the  particular  cai:e  of  goyernmeot.  Dedad 
arithmetic,  a  new  and  ttfeful  difcovery  of  the  feventeenth  cen- 
tury in  I'.uropc,  was  the  only  fyftem  of  arithmetic  in  ufc  in 
China,  in  a  word,  when  the  nobility  of  England  were  lleep- 
ing  on  {Iraw,  a  pcafaut  of  China  had  his  mat  and  his  pillow  j 
and  the  man  in  office  enjoyed  his  filken  mattrcfs.  One  cannot, 
therefore,  be  iurprizcd  if  the  imprefllons  made  upon  thcfe 
hoij  men  were  powerfully  felt,  or  if  their  defi^iiptions  ihould 
leem  to  incline  a  little  towards  the  matrcHops.  Mor  may  per- 
Jbaps  tMr  idatkmlje found  to<be  much  cmbcffiiied,  on  aiair 
comparifoiL  of  ihtStamt  of  CSuna  undi  thsit  pi  £urope  in  gene> 
al,  fcop:i  ttie  year  1^60  to  the  ck>fe  t£At  imneccaturyi 

Thc^  reiq^iousaaen,  botrever,  might  htan  bad  tbdr  maAmt 
for  foukig  this  snoodafol  people  In  the  fmseft  point  of  vaair. 

The  more  ponrerful  and  magnificent,  the  moKC  lopjind  sad 
refined  they  represented  ^faaa  nation  to  be,  the  greater  would 
b^  ibinr  triumph  in  the  event  o{  their  effe^ing  a  change  of  the 
aatifloal  futb.  Itmay  alio  bays  oocunBd  10  tbtm,  tbat comt- 
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flofon^prtidetice' required  they  (hould  fpeak  favourably,  at  Tead, 
of  a' nation  under  whofe  poxver  and  proteilion  they  had  volun- 
tarily placed  themfelves  for  life.  There  is  every  rcafon  to  fup- 
pofc,  that  in  j^eneral  they  mean  to  tell  the  truth,  but  by  fuppref- 
fing  feme  part  of  it,  or  by  telling  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  it  they 
expedled  it  would  one  day  get  back  to  China  in  the  bngviage  o£ 
that  country,  their  accounts  often  appear  to  be  contradiclory  in 
themfelves.  In  the  fame  breath  that  they  extol  the  wonderful 
ftrength  of  filial  piety,  they  fpeak  of  the  common  praOices  of 
cxpofing  infants  j  the  flridl  morality  and  ceremonious  condudl 
of  the  people  are  followed  by  a  lift  of  the  raoft  grofs  debauch* 
cries  J  the  virtues  and  the  philofophy  of  the  learned  arc  ex- 
plained by  their  ignorance:  ar.d  tlicir  vices  ;  if  in  one  page  they* 
fpeak  of  the  excelTive  fertility  of  the  country,  and  the  amazing 
extenfion  of  agriculture,  in  the  next,  thoufands  arc  feen  perifh- 
ing  by  want ;  and  whilft  they  extol  with  admiration  the  pro-  • 
grcfs  they  have  made  in  the  arts  and  fciences,  they  plainly  in- 
form us  that  without  the  aid  of  foreigiiers  they  can  neither  cafi 
a  cannon,  nor  calculate  an  edipfe. 

tJpoh  the  wliiole,  bowerer,  ike  Bridlh  embafly  left  England' 
under  a  favoimble  trnfureflion  of  the  people  ic  was  about  to  ^fit; 
MC^ether  the  expeditions  of  all  thofe  who  compofed  it,  inde* 
peh'dent'of  anj'pblitieal  condderition,  were  realized,  or  ended- 
iU  'difiipp'CMnbinen);,  niay  partly  be  oblleded  from  the  following: 
pagi^  The  bpinioiik  they  oontiuB  are'drainQ  from  fuch  inci- 
d^Hti*and  an'e6dot^  ai'occnrred  in'the  courfe  eC  an  ei^ht  months' 
vffirand' froUk  'illich  as  fe^dt'beflf  ddculiited'to  iUoflrate  the 
CMulition  of  the  people,  the  national  character,  and  the  nature 

of 
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of  the  gomnment*    A  fhort  refidencc  in  the  imperial  palace  of 
Yuen-min-yueOa  m  pester  ihare  of  liberty  than  is  ufually  per-' 
mittcd  to  (Irangers  in  this  country,  with  the  affiftance  of  fome 

little  knowledge  of  the  language,  afforded  me  the  means  of  col- 
Icdling  the  fadls  and  obftrvations  which  I  now  lay  before  the 
public  ;  and  in  tlic  relation  of  which  I  have  endeavoured  tO  ad- 
here to  that  excellent  rule  of  our  immortal  poet, 

—         "  Notbing  extenuate, 
Nor  Tct  dawn  aiight  in  malice." 

And  as  the  qualities  of  good  and  evil,  excellence  and  mediocrity, 
in  any  nation,  can  only  be  fairly  eftimated  by  a  compariiun  with 
thofe  of  the  fame  kind  in  others,  wherever  a  fimilitudc  or  a  con- 
trail in  the  Chincfe  character  or  cuftoms  with  thoi'e  of  any  other 
people  ancient  or  modern  occurred  to  my  recollcftion,  I  have 
confidered  it  as  not  wholly  unuuerefting  to  note  the  relation  or 
diikgrecment* 

The  difpatdtes-firom  China,  ffeeehed  I17  the  Bri6(h  Embifla- 
dor  on  hli  mini  at  BataTia,  comniniiieBied  the  agreeable  intel- 
ligence diat  Ida  Imperial  Majefty  had  been  pleafed,  by  a  public 
edid,  not  only  to  decbre  faia  entire  fatiafiidioa  mth  the  intended 
embaflry,but  that  he  had  Itkewife  ifliicd  ftrid  ocdeta  to  the 
mending  officers  of  the  feveral  porta  along  the  ooaft  of  the  Yel- 
low Sea,  to  be  partienlarly  carelul  that  Filota  Ihould  be  ready, 
at  a  moment's  nolioe,  to  condoA  the  Engltlh  lq[uadron  to  Tmi- 
jS^gy  the  neareft  port  to  the  capital,  or  to  any  other  which 
might  be  confidered  as  moit  convenient  and  foitaUe  for  the 
Britilh  Ihipt. 

By 
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,    By  this  eottiBmnication  a  point  of  fome  difiiciilty  was  now  coi^ 
fidered  to  be  remoTed.  It  was  deemed  a  defireable  circutnftance 
to  be  furniihed  with  the  means  of  procediing  diredly  to  Fdcin 
dirough  theTdlowSea,and  thus  to  avoid  any  intercourfc  with  the 
port  of  Canton ;  as  it  was  well  known  the  principal  ofHccrs  of  the 
government  there  were  prepared  to  throw  every  obftacle  in  the 
way  of  the  embafly,  and  if  not  effeaually  to  prevent,  at  leaft  to 
countera£l,  any  reprefentations  that  rniqht  he  made  at  the  impe- 
rial court,  with  regard  to  the  abules  that  exift  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  public  affairs  at  that  place,  and  more  efpecially  to  the 
e\adions  and  impofitions  to  which  the  commercial  eftablifh- 
merits  are  liable  of  the  different  nations  -vvhofe  fubjeds  have  efta- 
bli(hed  fatftories  in  this  fouthern  emporium  of  China.    It  could 
not  be  fuppofed,  indeed,  that  their  endeavours  would  be  lefs  ex- 
erted, in  this  particular  indaace,  than  on  all  former  occations  of. 
a  fimilar  nature. 

Tlie  navigallon  of  the  Yellow  iSca,  as  yet  entirely  unknown 
to  any  European  nation,  was  confidcred  as  a  fuhje£l  of  fome 
importance,  from  the  information  ir  would  afford  the  means  of 
fupplying,  and  which,  on  any  future  occafion,  might  not  only 
lefTen  the  tlangers  of  an  unknown  paffage,  but  prevent  alfo  much 
delay  by  fupcrlcding  the  neceffity  of  running  into  different  ports 
in  fearch  of  Ghincfe  Pilots,  whom,  Vty  experience,  we  afterwards 
found  to  be  more  dangerous  than  ufcful. 

We  pafTcd  through  the  ftrcight  of  Formofa  without  feeing 
any  part  of  the  main  land  of  China,  or  of  the  ifland  from 
whence  the  Arcight  derives  its  name,  except  a  high  point 
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towards  the  nortbern  extrenuty*  The  wcither,  indeed,  durbg 
three  fucoeffive  days,  the  ajth,  ft6tfa,  and  37th  July  was  fo 
'datk  and  gloomy,  that  the  tyc  could  fcarcdj  (fifcern  the  laiigeft 
objeOs  at  die  diftance  of  a  miley  yet  the  thermonieter  was  finom 
80*  to  83'  the  greater  part  ef  theJe  days.  A  heaTy  and  almoft  in- 
ceflantTall  of  rain  was  aocompanied  with  violent  iquaUs  of  wind» 
and  frequent  burfts  of  thunder  and  flaihes  of  Kgbtning;  whicb» 
the  crofi  and  conlkred  fwcU  in  the  iea,  made  the  paflage  not 
only  uncomfortably  irkfome,  but  alfo  extremely  dan^roiM,  on 
account  of  the  many  iflands  interfperfed  ia  almoft  every  part 
of  the  ftrait. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th  the  fun  fet  in  a  bank  of  fog^ 
which  made  tlic  whole  weftcrn  fide  of  the  horizon  look 
iike  a  blaze  of  tire,  and  the  barometer  was  obferved  to  have 
fallen  near  one  third  of  an  inch,  which,  in  thcfc  latitudes 
and  at  Tea,  is  confidered  as  a  certain  indication  of  a  chant;c  of 
weather.  There  were  on  board  fomc  Chinefe  fillicrincsi  who 
had  been  driven  out  to  fea  in  one  of  the  Eaft  India  company's 
fhips,  which  we  met  with  in  the  flraits  of  Sunda.  Thcfc  men 
affured  us  that  the  appearance  of  the  heavens  prognofticatcd  one 
of  thofe  tremendous  gales  of  wind  which  are  well  known  to 
£ttr<^aDS  by  the  name  of  Ty-pboon  and  which  Ionic  ingenious 
and  learned  men  have  fuppofed  to  be  the  l.-imc  as  the  TvphorL 
of  the  Egyptians  or  r-itv-v  of  the  Greeks.  Tiic  Chinefe,  how- 
ever have  made  ufc  of  no  mythological  allufion  in  naming  this 
hurricane.  They  call  it  T'a-fung  which  literally  Hgnihes  a 
M  great  wind.  The  wind  was  certainly  high  the  wliole  of  the 
night  and  the  following  day,  the  thunder  and  lig^htniog  dread- 
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ful,  and  the  variable  £|ua1I8  and  raia  ficequeot  and  hsvrji  tbc 
depth  of  die  fca  £rom  45  to  30  fittboou* 

The  charts,  howcTCr,.  of  this  paflTage  into  the  Yellowr  Sat^ 
Conftru^ed  by  Europeani  when  the  Chinefe  permitted  foreign 
nations  to  trade  to  CUm^fan^  are  coofideied  «•  fiiffidentl^  exa;6k 
for  (kilful  navigators  to  avoid  the^fal^MOIIS  rodcs  and  iflands* 
67  the  help  of  thefe  charts  our  fqiMirbft'^'Veatured  to  ftaad 
through  the  ftill  more  intricate  and  narrow  paflTages  of  the  Chu- 
fan  Archipelago,  where,  in  the  contra^led  fpace  of  about  eight 
hundred  fquare  leagues,  i!ie  furface  of  the  fea  is  (ludded  with  ft. 
duller,  confifting,  nearly,  of  four  hundred  dUUn&MUadt.  j  - 

Thefe  iflands  appeared  to  us,  in  failing  among  them,  to  be 
moftly  uninhabited,  extremely  barren  of  trees  or  fhrubs,  and 
many  of  them  deftitutc  even  of  herbage,  or  verdure  of  any  kind. 
In  fome  of  the  creeks  we  perceived  a  number  of  boats  and  other 
fmall  craft,  at  the  upper  ends  of  which  were  villages  compoled 
of  mean  looking  huts,  the  dwellings  moil  probably  of  fifcermer^ 
as  dieie  wu  no  appearanc*  of  cnhivatied  gRnwd  acir  then  10 
fumilh  dinr  bht^haois  with  the  tncuisof  fabfifteaoe. 

The  fquadnm  hiving  dropped  andhor,  we  landed  on  oius  «f 
the  largeft  of  thefe  iflands ;  and  walked  a  very  coafiderable  dil^ 
tance  befbre  we  iaw  a  human  bang.  At  length,  in  defcendlng  a 
▼alley,  in  the  bottom  of  which  was  a  finaU  village,  we  fell  in 
with  a  yovng  peafant,  whom  with  Ibme  difiSculty;  by  means  of 
an  interpreter,  we  engaged  m  conmriadoo.  Embaizafled  in  thua 
fiiddenly  meeting  whh  ftcang^  ib  different  from  his  own 
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countrymen,  in  drefs,  in  features,  and  comple^don,  his  tinii(fit]r 
might  almofl  be  faid  to  aflume  the  appearance  of  terror.  He  Toon, 
however,  gained  confidence,  and  became  cornimmicativc.  He 
affured  us  that  the  ifland  on  which  we  were,  and  ol  which  he  was  a 
native,  was  the  beft  in  the  whole  groupe,  and  the  moft  populous, 
except  that  of  Cbu-fon  ;  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  being  ten 
thoufand  fouls.  It  was  difcovered,  however,  before  we  had 
been  long  in  tlie  country,  that  when  a  Chinefe  made  ufe  of  the 
roonofyllable  varty  which  in  his  language  fignifies  ten  thoufand, 
he  was  not  to  be  underftood  as  fpeaking  of  a  determinate  or 
preclfe  number,  but  only  as  making  ufe  of  a  terra  that  implied 
ampiilicaiion.  A  ftate  criminal,  for  example,  is  generally  con- 
demned to  undergo  the  pumfhmeoc  of  being  cut  into  ten  iioit- 
Jdnd  pieces  ;  the  great  wall  of  China  is  called  the  vaa^u^i^ 
or  wall  of  ten  tboij/a/id  lec,  or  dm  thoufiuid  Eogltlk  milei^  » 
length  juft  double  to  that  whkh  the  moft  authentic  accounts 
liaTC  givea  of  it*  But  when  he  means  to  inform  any  one  that 
dit  emperor  has  tern  tboujand  large  veflUi,  for  the  purpofe  of 
coUediog  taxes  paid  in  Und,  on  the  grand  canal,  inftead  of  the 
moaofjllable  wm  he  invaiiably  makes  ufe  of  the  expreffion  nine 
tfaouiand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine^  as  conveying  a  fixed 
and  defifute  number,  and,  in  this  cafe,  he  will  be  underftood 
to  figotfy  literally  ten  Aouland*  In  this  manner,  I  fuppofe, 
we  were  to  underftand  the  population  of  die  ifland  LoHtnjg, 

At  the  fight  of  our  large  ih^  f(^  different  in  their  appear- 
ance from  any  of  thole  belonging  to  the  Ghinele»  a  -vaft 
number  of  boats,  iflutng  from  ereiy  creek  and  cove,  prefcntly 
crowded  together^  in  fiich  a  manner,  and  with  lb  Uttk  managiB- 
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ment,  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  pafs  through  without  dang^ 
of  overfetting  or  finking  fome  of  them;  a  danger,  however, 
to  which,  they  feemed  quite  infenfible.  Veflels  of  a  laiger 
delqipdon*  and  Tarious  in  the  ihape  of  their  hulls  and  rigging, 
from  twdity  tons  harden  and  upwards,  to  about  two  hundred 
ions,  were  obferved  in  confiderable  numbers,  failing  along  the 
coaft  of  the  continent,  laden  generally  with  fmall  timbeff 
which  was  piled  to  fuch  a  height  upon  their  decks,  that  no 
extraordinary  force  of  wind  would  feem  to  be  required  to 
OTcrtum  them.  Beams  of  wood,  and  other  pieces  that  were 
too  long  to  be  received  upon  the  deck  of  a  fingle  fliip,  were 
laid  acrofs  the  decks  of  two  veflels  lalhcd  together.  We  faw 
at  leaft  a  hundred  couple  thus  laden  in  one  fleet,  keeping  clofc 
in  with  the  conft,  in  order  to  be  ready,  in  cafe  of  bad  weather, 
to  put  into  the  ncareft  port,  being  ill  calculated  to  icfift  a  ftorm 
at  fca.  The  fliips  Indeed  that  are  deftined  for  longer  voyages 
appear,  from  their  fingular  conftrudlion,  to  be  very  unfit  to 
contend  with  the  tempeiluous  feas  of  China.  The  general 
form  of  the  hull,  or  body  of  the  (hip,  above  water,  is  that  of 
the  rnoon  wlien  about  four  days  old.  The  bow,  or  forepart,  is 
not  rounded  as  in  fhips  of  Europe,  but  is  a  fquare  flat  furfacc, 
the  fame  as  the  ftern  ;  without  any  projecting  piece  of  wood, 
ufually  known  by  the  name  of  cutwater,  and  wiihout  any  keel. 
On  each  fide  of  the  bow  a  large  circular  eye  is  painted,  in  imi- 
tation, I  fuppofe,  of  that  of  a  fifh.  The  two  entk  of  the  fliip 
riic  to  a  prodigious  Ixcight  above  the  deck.  Some  carry  two, 
(btne  three,  and  others  four  niafta.  Each  of  thefe  coafifts  of 
a  fingle  piece  of  wood,  and  coofequently  not  capable  of  being 
occafiooally  reduced  in  length,  as  thofe  of  Eori^an  (hips. 

The 
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Ths  diamder  of  die  nwinmaft  of  one  of  the  laifcr  Idad  of 
X3iiiiefe  TeflSsIa,  fiich  as  trade  to  ISataina,  is  not  Ids  tiiaB  tliat^ 
en  Englifli  man  of  war  of  fixtf-fiDwr  gunt.  And  k  U  fixed 
In  a  bed  of  naffive  timber  laid  acfo&  the  deck.  On  eadk 
maft  is  a  fingk  fail  of  ai|iitb|^  made  from  the  fihcta  of 
the  bamboo,  and  ftreCched  bf  meant  lif  fiolei  of  that  reed, 
rmimog  aerofs,  at  ifae  diftance  of  about  two  feet  from  each  odier, 
Thefe  faila  are  frequendy  made  to  furl  and  uoiurl  like  a  fiui. 
When  well  hoifttd  up  and  braeed  almoft  fixe  and  aft,  or 
parrilel  with  «he  fidea  of  the  fliip,  a  Ghlnefe  veiel  will  laD 
wkhitt  three  and  a  ludi^  or  fiwr  points  of  dse  wind  $  but  thejr 
lofe  all  this  advantage  over  flups  of  Europe  hf  their  drifting  to 
leeward,  in  cedequence  of  dtt  nand  and  dumfy  iiape  of 
ihe  bottom,  and  their  want  of  keel*  The  rudder  is  £>  plaeed, 
in  a  laige  opening  of  the  ilem,  that  it  can  occafionaHj  be 
t^ken  np^  which  is  generally  4one  on  approaching  lands  and , 
fliaHows. 

The  Chhiefe,  snfaA,  are  equally  nnikilled  in  naral  attU* 
te£bire,  as  in  the  art  of  naTigation.  They  keep  no  reckoning 
at  iea,  nor  poffefs  the  leaft  idea  of  drawing  imaginary  lines 
upon  the  furfacc  of  the  globe,  by  the  help  of  which  the  pofi- 
don  of  any  pardcniar  fpot  may  be  afligned ;  in  other  words^ 
they  have  no  means  whatfoever  of  afcertaining  the  latitude  or 
thelon^tude  of  any  place,  either  by  eftimation  from  the  di(lance 
mied,  or  by  oblervadon  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  with  inftrii- 
ments  for  that  putpole.  Tet  they  pretend  to  lay,  that  many 
«f  thdr  early  navigators  made  long  voyages,  in  which  they' 
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were  gnSded  by  cliarta  of  the  route,  fometimeB  drawn  on  paper, 
and  fomctiinct  on  the  convex  fuzface .  of  krge  gourds  or 
pumpldns.  From  this  drcumftftnce,  fome  of  the  Jefuits  have 
inferred,  that  fiwh  diarta  muft  have  been  more  correct  than 
tfiofe  on  flat  fnrfaces.  If,  indeed,  the  portion  of  the  eonves 
fiirfaee,  employed  fiV'the  porpofe,  was  the  fegment  <d  a  Sphere, 
and  occo|ned  a  ^»aoe  ha^ng  a  comparative  relation  to  that 
part  of  the  furface  of  the  earth  fiuled  over,  the  inference  might 
be  allowable  ;  but  thii  would  be  to  fuppofe  a  degree  of  know- 
ledge to  which,  it  does  not  appear,  the  Cliindc  had  at  any  time 
attained,  it  being  among  them,  in  every  period  of  their  hiftory^ 
an  univerfally  received  opinion,  that  the  earth  tl  a  £}Uare,  and 
that  the  kingdom  of  China  is  placed  in  the  very  center  of  its 
flat  furface. 

The  prefcnt  lyf^em  of  Chincfe  navigation  is  to  keep  as  near 
the  fliore  as  poiTible ;  and  never  to  lofe  fight  of  land,  unlefs 
in  voyages  that  abfolutely  recpire  it ;  fuch  as  to  Japan,  Batavia, 
and  Cochin-Chlna.  Knowing  the  bearing,  or  diredlion  of  the 
port  intended  to  be  made,  let  the  wind  be  fair  or  foul,  they 
endeavour,  as  nearly  as  pofliblc,  to  keep  the  head  of  tlie  (hip 
always  pointing  towards  the  port  by  means  of  the  compais. 
This  inftrument,  as  ufcd  in  Qiina,  has  every  appearance  of 
originality.  The  natives  know  nothing,  from  hiilofy  or  tra- 
dition, of  its  firll  introdudion  or  difcovery ;  and  the  ufe  of  the 
magnet,  for  indicating  the  poles  of  the  earth,  can  be  traced, 
itfm  diflk  recivrdt,  to  a  period  of  time  when  the  great: fl  part 
ff  Europe  was  in  a  fiate  of  barbarifm.  It  has  been  conjeaured, 
indeed,  that  the  uie  of  the  magnetic  needle,  in  Europe,  was 
flrft  brought  firom  China  by  the  famous  traveller  Mario  Polo 
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the  Venetian*  Ics  appearance  imniediately  after  bis  death,  or, 
according  to  fome,  while  he  was  yet  living,  but  at  all  events^  in 
his  own  country,  renders  foch  a  conjedure  extremely  probable. 
The  embaifies  in  which  he  was  employed  by  Kublai-Khan^  and 
the  long  voyages  he  performed  by  fea,  could  fcarcely  have  been 
pradteable  without  the  aid  of  the  compafs.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the 
Chinefe  were,  without  doubt,  well  acquunted  with  this  inftni- 
mcnt  long  before  the  thirteenth  century.  It  is  recorded  in  th^ 
beft  authenticated  -annals  merely  as  a  fad,  and  not  as  any  ex« 
traordlnary  circumftance,  that*  the  Emperor  Chung'ko  prefented 
an  embaifador  of  Cochin-China,  who  had  loft  hts  way  in  coming 
hy  fea,  with  a  Ting-nan- tchhi  '*  a  needle  pointing  out  the  fouth," 
the  name  which  it  ftill  retains.  Even  this  idea  of  the  feat  of 
magnetic  influence,  together  with  the  conftru^ion  of  the  com- 
pafs-hox,  the  divlfion  of  the  card  Into  eight  principal  points,  and 
each  of  thcfc  again  fubdivided  into  three,  the  manner  of  CoC- 
pending  ihc  needle,  and  its  diminutive  fiz.e,  feldom  exceeding 
in  length  three  quarters  of  an  inch,  are  all  of  them  ftiong 
prefumptions  of  its  being  an  original,  and  not  a  borrowed 
invention. 

By  fome,  indeed,  it  has  been  conjedlured,  that  the  Scythians, 
in  the  northern  regions  of  Afia,  were  acquainted  with  the 
polarity  of  the  magnet,  in  ages  antecedent  to  all  hiftory,  and  that 
the  virtue  of  this  foffil  was  intended  to  be  meant  by  the  flying 
arrow,  prefented  to  Abaris  by  Apollo,  about  the  time  of  the 
1  rojan  war,  with  the  help  of  which  he  could  trauiport  him- 
fclf  wherever  he  plcafed.  The  abundance  of  iron  ores,  and 
perhaps  of  native  iron,  in  every  part  of  Tartary,  and  the  very 
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early  period  of  time  m  which  the  natives  were  acquainted  with 

the  procefs  of  fmelting  thefe  ores,  rentier  the  idci  not  impro- 
bable, oi  the  northern  nations  of  Euro[ic,  and  Alia,  (or  the  Scy- 
thians,) being  iirfl;  acquainted  with  the  polarity  of  the  raaguet. 

Yet    even   with   the   afTiftance   of   the   compafs,    it  is 
furprizing  how  the  clumfy  ami  il!-con(lru(fted  veird.s  of  the 
Cliincfc  can  perform  io  long  and  daiigcrous  a  voyage  as  that  to 
Batavia.    For,  befides  being  thrown  out  of  their  courfe  by 
every  contrary  wind,  didr  whole  conftrudion,  and  particularly 
-the  vaft  height  of.  their  upper  works  above  the  water,  feems 
little  adapted  to  oppofe  thofe  violent  tempefts  that  prevail  on 
the  China  feas,  known,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  by  the 
name  of  Ta-fung,    Thefe  hurricanes  ibmetimes  blow  with 
fuch  ftrengdi  that,  according  to  the  aflertion  of  an  experienced 
and  intelligent  commander  of  one  of  the  Eaft  India  Company** 
ihips,  **  Were  it  poffible  to  blow  ten  tfaoufand  trumpets,  and 
beat  as  many  drums,  on  the  forecaflle  of  an  Indiaman,  in  the 
height  of  a  Tta^fung^  neither  the  Ibund  of  the  one  nor  the 
other  would  be  beard  by  a  perfon  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the 
fame  (hip.**   In  faft,  vaft  numbers  of  Chinele  veflels  are 
loft  in  thefe  heavy  gates  of  mud ;  and  ten  or  twelve  'thouland 
fubje£ls  from  the  port  of  Canton  alone  are  reckoned  to  perilh 
annually  by  (hipwreck* 

» 

VHien  a  (hip  leaves  this  port  on  a  f(»nga  voyage.  It  is  c(»i- 
(idexed  as  an  equal  diance  Aat  ihe  will  never  return ;  and  whea 
the  event  proves  finrourable,  a  general  rejdcing  takes  phice 
among  the  friends  of  all  tfaofe  who  had  embarked  in  die 
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hazardous  cntcrprize.  Some  of  thefe  fhips  arc  not  Ids  than  a 
thouland  tons  burden,  and  contain  half  that  number  of  fouls, 
bcfides  t!ie  paflcngcrs  that  leave  their  country,  in  the  hope  of 
making  their  iuiluacs  in  Eatavia  and  Manilla.  A  (liip  is  fcl- 
dom  the  concern  of  one  man.  Sometimes  forty  or  fifty,  or 
even  a  hundred  difierent  merchants  purchafe  a  vcllel,  and 
dtTide  her  into  m  many  cotuptrtments  n  diere  are  panncrs, 
fb  that  each  knows  his  own  particular  place  in  the  ihip,  which 
he  ia  at  liheity  to  fit  up  and  to  fiance  as  Be  pleaieSi  He  ihips 
his  goods,  and  acoompanies  them  in  peribn,  or  fends  his  (bo, 
or  a  near  rdadoo«  for  it  nttHy  happens  that  they  will  truft 
each  odier  with  property,  where  no  BatsSty  connenon  esdfts. 
Each  flee^ng-place  is  jnft  die  hogfli  and  breadth  of  a  man, 
and  contains  only  a  fmall  mat,  ^iread  on  the  fToor,  and  a  pit- 
low.  Behind  the  compafs  is  generally  placed  a  fmall  temple, 
with  an  akar,  on  which  is  continually  kept  burning  a  fpiral 
taper  compofcd  of  wax,  tallow  and  fandal-wood  duft.  This 
holy  flame  anfwers  a  double  purpofe ;  for  while  the  burning 
of  it  fulfils  an  afl  of  piety,  its  twelve  equal  divifions  ferve 
to  mcafurc  the  twelve  portion*  of  time,  which  make  up  a 
complete  day.  It  flaould  feem  that  the  fuperflitlous  notions 
inculcated  in  the  people  have  led  them  to  fuppofe,  that  fomc 
particular  influence  refidcs  in  the  compafs ;  for,  on  every  ap- 
pearance of  a  change  in  the  weather,  they  burn  iaceiife  before 
the  magnetic  needle. 

The  lofles  ooEsfioned  among  Ae  flnps  te  were  cmploTtd 
10  tranTport  the  taans  paid  ha  haid  fient  the  ports  of  die 
(buthem  aadmiddk  provboes  tothn  aoithim  capitiJ,  wcsa  fe 
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great,  at  the  time  of  the  Tartar  Conqucft,  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  that  the  fucceflbrs  of  Gcngis-Khan  were  induced  to 
open  a  direct  communicatio*  between  the  two  extremes  of  the 
empire,  by  means  of  the  rivers  and  canais ;  an  undertaking 
that  rerieds  the  higheft  credit  on  the  Mongul  Tartars,  and 
which  cannot  fail  to  be  regarded  with  admiration,  as  long  as  it 
fhall  continue  to  exift.  The  Chincfc,  however,  fay,  that  the 
Tartars  only  repaired  the  old  works  that  were  fallen  iuto 
decay, 

SIk  centuries  previous  to  this  period,  or  about  the  fcventh 
century  of  the  Chriftian  aera,  the  Chinele  merchants,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  the  learned  and  ingenious  Mr.  de  Guignes, 
carried  on  a  trade  to  the  weft  coaft  of  North  America.  That, 
at  this  time,  the  promontory  of  Kamfkatka  was  known  to 
them  under  the  name  of  ta'Shan^  many  of  their  books  of 
ttavela  fiifficieadj  tcftify ;  but  didr  jooniieB  thither  were  gene- 
nUy  made  by  land*  One  of  the  miifioiiaries  afliued  me  that, 
in  A  eoUcAion  of  tiiTcb  to  Kamlkatbi,  by  various  Ghineie, 
the  name*  of  the  lemal  Tartar  tribea,  thdr  maoaers,  cuftomiy 
and  charaAersj  the  geographical  defoiptiona  of  bkes,  rivers, 
and  mountains,  were  too  deariy  and  diftindly  noted  to  be  miC> 
taken.  It  is,  liowever,  extremely  probable  that,  aa  furs  and 
pdtr7  were  always  in  great  demand,  they  might  alio  have  Ibme 
communication  with  the  &id  promontory  from  the  ifles  of 
Jeflb,  to  which  they  were  known  to  trade  with  their  (hipping  % 
and  which  are  only  a  very  ihort  diftance  from  it.  Mr.  de 
Guignes,  in  fuppocC  of  bis  opinion,  quotes  the  journal  of  a 
Bonze,  as  the  priefls  of  Fo  have  uTually  been  called,  who 
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ftUed  eaftward  from  Kamllcatka  to  fuch  a  diftuice  aa,  in  his 
mind,  puts  it  beyond  a  doubt  that  the  conatry  he  arriyed  at 
was  no  otiier  than  the  coaft  of  California.  The  Spanifli  writen^ 
indeed,  of  the  early  voyages  to  this  country,  make  mention  of 
Tarioos  wrecks  of  Chlncfe  veHels  being  found  in  different  parts 
of  the  weftern  coaft  of  the  New  Continent;  and  they  cbferve 
that  the  natives  iicrc  were,  invariably,  more  civilized  than  ia 
the  interior  and  eaftern  parts  of  America. 

£vcn  thofe  on  t!ie  caftern  coaft  of  South  America  have  a 
very  ftrong  refcmbl.'.ncc  to  the  Cliincfc  in  their  pcrfons,  though 
not  in  their  tcmpcranuiit  and  manners.  The  Viceroy  of  the 
Brazils  retains  a  do/.en  of  ihefe  people  In  his  fcrvice,  as  rowers 
of  his  barge,  with  the  ufe  of  which  he  one  day  honoured  us^ 
to  make  the  tour  of  the  grand  harbour  of  Rio  do  Janeiro. 
We  obfcrvcd  the  Tartar  or  Chinefe  features,  particularly  the 
eye,  llrongly  marked  in  the  countenances  of  thcfc  Indians;  the 
copper  tinge  was  rather  deeper  than  the  darkel\  of  the  Chinefe 
but  their  beards  being  moftly  confuied  to  the  upper  lip  and 
the  puliit  ui  the  chin,  together  with  their  ftroug  black  hair» 
bore  a  very  near  refemblancc.  * 

The  Ifland  of  Tcho-ka,  or  Saghallen,  in  the  Tartarian  fea» 
oppofite  the  mouth  of  the*  Amour,  has  evidently  been  peopled 
by  the  Chinefe.  When  Monficur  k  Penmfe  viftted  this  iHand, 
he  found  the  inhabitants  clothed  in  blue  nanldn,  and-  **  the 
**  form  of  thdr  drefi  ififiend  but  little  from  that  of  the 

Chinefe;  thdr  j^pcs  were  Chinefe,  and  of  Toftanague;  they 
**  had  long  nails  j  and  ihey  iidoted  by  kneeling  and  proftratioD» 

"like 
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like  the  Chinefe.  If,'*  continues  the  navigator,  "  they  have  a 
common  origin  with  the  Tartars  anJ  Cliijicre  their  Icpa- 
**  ration  from  thcfc  nation;;  mud  be  of  very  uacicnt  date,  for 
**  they  have  no  refciuMance  to  them  in  pcrfon,  and  little  in  inan- 
"  ners."  Yet  from  his  own  account  it  appears  that  both  their 
manners  and  cuftoms  have  a  very  dofe  reimblance.- 

TheQiiaefe  at  one  period  carried  on  a  very  confidenble 
commerce  with  Buflbra  and  other  fea-ports  in  the  Perfiaa 
gulph,  particularly  Sin^^  near  which  fome  fmall  iflandfi  a» 
well  as  feveral  remarkable  points  and  headlands  of  the  coaft, 
ftill  bear  Chinefe  names.  In  fome  of  the  voyages  it  is  obiferved 
that  a  Colony  of  Chinefe  had  apparently  fettled  in  the  kingdom 
of  Soffala,  the  defcendants  of  whom  were,  in  the  time  of  the 
writers,  eafily  diftingnilhed  from  the  other  natives,  by  the  dif- 
ference  of  their  colour  and  their  features:  The  early  Portu* 
guefe  navigators  alfo  oblerve  that  on  th^  ifland  St.  Laurence 
or  Madagafcar  they  met  with,  people  that  re&mbled  the  Chi« 
nefe.  That  the  celebrated  traveller  Marco  Polo  vifited  Mada- 
gafcar in  a  Chinefe  veliel  there  can  be  little  doubt,  unlefs  indeed^ 
like  his  own  countrymen,  we  chuie  rather  to  rejed  the  proba- 
ble parts  of  his  narrative  as  fabulous,  and  to  believe  the  miracle 
performed  by  the  Neftorian  Cbriftiana  in  Armenia  as  the  only 
truths  in  his  book. 

It  is  impofTible  not  to  confiJcr  the  notices  given  by  this  early- 
traveller  as  curiotis,  interefting  and  valuable  ;  and,  as  far  as 
they  regard  the  empire  of  China,  they  bear  internal  evidence  of 
beijag  generally  corre<^   He  failed  from  China  in  a  fleet  con- 
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Iillinp;  of  fourteen  ftiips,  each  carry-n.;  fuur  mafti^,  and  having 
their  holds  partitioned  into  feparatc  chambers,  feme  containing 
thirlcnt  diftinsfl  compartments.  This  is  the  cxaiH:  number  of 
divifions  into  wliich  all  the  liolds  of  thofe  fca-faring  vcfiels 
were  partitioned  that  trail  ('ported  the  prci'ents  and  baggage  from 
our  own  fliips  in  the  gulph  of  Pc-lchc-lcc  into  the  river  Pcl-bo ; 
and  we  obfcrvcd  many  hundreds  of  a  ilill  Lirgcr  dcfcription,  that 
are  employed  in  foreign  voyagci^,  all  earryingy'/z/r  marts;  fuch  vef- 
lels,  our  Tailors  who  are  remarkable  for  metamorphoiing  foreign 
n4Tnes»  oiually  c^W  Junics^  from  Tclwm  wliich  fignifies  a  ihip ;  the 
Tf.iig-teo  or  viceroj  of  a  province  u  called  hj  them  Ttiek^ 

Not  oolx  the  form  of  the  fliips»  but  the  circumftances  of  the 
voyage  taken  notice  of  by  this  aacient  navigator  flamp  hia  rela- 
tion with  authenticity.  The  (Irong  current  l>etween  Madagaf- 
car  and  Zanzebar  rendering  it  ntux  to  impoflible  for  Ihips  to  get 
back  to  the  northward ;  the  black  natives  on  that  cOaft,  the 
produ^s  of  the  country  which  he  enumerates ;  the. true  dcfcrip- 
tion of  the  GerafTe  or  Camclopardalif,  at  that  time  confidered  in 
Europe  as  a  fabulous  animaltare  fo  many  and  fuch  rtrong  evidences 
in  favour  of  his  narrative,  as  to  leave  Utile  doubt  that  he  either 
vras  himfelf  upon  the  eafl  coad  of  Africa,  or  that  he  had  received 
very  correfl  information  from  his  Chincfe  fhipmates  concerning 
it.  Yet  Do^lor  Vincent  has  aOerted,  in  his  Pcrlplus  of  the  Ery^ 
ibrcan  Sea  that  in  the  time  of  this  Venetian  traveller  none  but 
Arab  or  Malay  vellcls  navigp.ted  the  Indian  Ocean.  With  all  due 
deference  to  fuch  high  authority  I  cannot  forbear  obferving  that  the 

*  In  the  very  next  page  (202)  he  httwcwcr  contftt  himlietf,  by  oUnrnDg  tbit  ollir 
Uw  Clundc  or  Malays  savigaud  a«  far  aa  MadlgMssr. 
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fimple  relation  of  Marco  Polo  bears  internal  and  irrcfiftible  evi* 
dencc  that  the  fleet  of  (hips  in  which  he  f;iilcd  were.  Chinefe,  of 
the  fame  kind  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  as  they  now  are. 
Nor  have  we  any  reafon  for  doubting  the  a'uthority  of  the  two 
Mahomcdans  who  vifited  China  in  the  ninth  century,  when 
they  tell  us  that  Chincfe  (hips  traded  to  the  Perfian  gulph  at 
that  time.  In  a  chart  made  under  the  dire(5lion  of  the  Vene- 
tian traveller  and  ftill  prcfervcd  in  the  church  of  St.  Michael  de 
Murano  at  Venice,  the  loutliern  part  of  the  continent  of  Africa  is 
faid  to  be  diftindly  marked  down,  though  this  indeed  might 
hare  been  inferted  after  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  had  been 
doubled  by  the  Portugaeze* 

Whether  the  Prince  of  Portugal  had  feen  or  heard  of  this 
chart,  or  confulted  the  Arabian  Geographers,  or  had  read  of  the 
circumnavigation  of  Africa  in  the  firft  tranflation  of  Herodotus 
that  made  its  appearance  but  a  few  years  before  the  difcovery 
of  the  fouthero  promontory  of  thU  continent  by  Bartholomevr 
Diaz ;  or  whether  the  voyages  were  undertaken  at  that'  time 
on  a  general  plan  <^  difcovery,  authors  feem  not  to  havie 
agreed,  but  the  opinion,  I  undefftand,  among  the  Portuguese  is 
'  that  Henry  had  good  grounds  for  fuppofing  that  the  circumna* 
legation  of  Africa  was  practicable. 

And  whether  the  Phoenicians  did  or  did  not,  in  the  earlieft 
periods  of  hiftory,  double  the  Cape  of  Good  of  Hope  there 
is  abundant  reafon  for  fuppofing  they  were  well  acquainted  with 
the  eaft  coaft  of  Africa  as  fiir  as  the  ^  Cumntt,  Nor  is  it 
probable  that  the  extent  and  flourilhiog  condition  of  the  trade 
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and  commerce  of  Tyrus  fnoulJ  have  been  limlieJ  to  tliat  part 
of  the  Indian  ocean  to  the  fouthward  of  the  Red  Sea,  which  is 
a  nnorc  difficult  navigation  than  to  llie  narthward.  That  this 
commerce  was  cxtcnfive  we  have  the  authority  of  the  prophet 
Ezekicl,  who,  in  glowing  terms,  has  painted  its  tinal  deilrudion, 
and  who,  it  may  be  f einarked,  ia  fappoled  to  have  lived  at  thjs 
yery  time  ^e  Phoeaicians  failed  round  Africa  by  order  of  Necho. 
**  Thy  riches  and  thy  fun,  thy  merchandife,  thy  mariners  and 
**  thy  pilots,  thy  caulkers,  and  the  occupiers  of  thy  merchan- 
*'  dize,'and  all  thy  men  of.  war  that  are  in  thee,  and  in  all  thy 
*'  company  which  is  in  the  midft  of  thee,  fliall  fall  into  the 
•*  midft  of  the  feas  in  the  day  of  thy  ruin.",  it  is  probable  there- 
fore that  the  navigation  of  the  Eaftern  Seas  was  known  in  the 
tarHeft  periods  of  hiflory,  and  there  feems  to  he  no  rcafon  for 
fuppoftng  that  the  Chiaefe  ihould  not  have  had  their  ihare  in  it* 

W'ithom,  liowcvcr,  malclng  any  enquiry  into  the  proba- 
bility that  an  ancient  intcrcourfe  might  have  fubdftcd  between 
China  and  tlic  Eail  coaft  of  Ali  ica,  either  by  convention  lor 
commercial  purpofcs,  or  that  Chinefe  failors  might  -have  been 
thrown  on  that  coaft  either  in  Fhoenidan,  or  Arabian,  or  their  own 
veflels,  I  happened  to  oblerve  in  a  farmer  publication  of  **  TrutwiSr 
**  in  Sfnabem  Afnear  as  a  matter  of  fiiO,  **  that  the  upper  lid  of 
**  the  eye  of  a  real  Hottentot,  as  in  that  of  a  Chinefe,  was 
rounded  into  the  lower  on  the  fide  next  the  nofe,  and  that  it 
formed  not  an  angle  as  in  the  eye  of  an  European^that 
"  from  this  circumftancc  they  were  known  in  the  colony  of 
"  the  Cape  by  the  name  of  Chinefe  HMentcts,"  Further  ob« 
fervations  have  confirmed  mc  in  the  very  ftriking  degree  of  re- 
iembbmce  between  them*    Their  phyfical  chara^ers  agree  in 
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almoft  every  point.  The  form  of  their  perfons  la  tlic  remark- 
able fmallnefs  of  the  joints  and  the  extremities,  their  voices  and 
manner  of  fpeaking,  their  temper,  their  colour  and  features,  and 
particularly  that  fingular  fliapcd  eye  rounded  in  the  corner  next 
the  uofe  like  the  end  of  an  ellipfis,  probably  of  Tartar  or  Scy- 
thian origin,  are  nearly  alike.  They  alio  agree  in  the  broad  root 
of  the  nofe ;  or  great  dil^ance  between  the  eyes :  and  in  the 
oblique  pofition.of  thele,  which,'  inftead  of  bdng  horizontat, 
as  is  generally  the  cafe  in  European  fubjeds,  are  depttXkd 
towards  the  nofe.  A  Hottentot  who  attended  me  in  travelUng 
over  Southern  Africa  wan  fo  very  like  a  Chinefe  ferrant  I  had 
in  Canton,  both  in  perfon,  features,  manners,  and  tone  of  voice^ 
that  almoft  always  inadvertently  I  called  him  by  the  name  of 
the  latter.  Their  hair,  it  is  true,  and  that  only  difibrs*  Tbii, 
in  a  Hottentot,  is  rather  harfli  and  wiry,  than  woolly,  neither 
long,  nor  Ihort,  but  twifted  in  hard  curling  ringlets  refembling 
fringe.  I  poflefs  not  a  fufficient  degree  of  (kill  in  phyfiolojry 
to  fay  what  kind  of  hair  the  offspring  would  have  of  a  Chi- 
nefe man  and  Mofambique  woman ;  much  Icfs  can  I  pretend 
to  account  for  the  origin  of  the  Hottentot  tribes,  infulatcd  on 
the  narrow  extremity  of  a  large  continent,  and  differing  fo 
remarkably  from  all  their  neighbours,  or  where  to  look  for 
their  primitive  flock  unlefs  among  the  Chineie: 

I  am  aware  it  will  appear  rather  fingular  to  thofe,  who  may 
have  attended  to  the  accounts  that  generally  have  been  given 
of  thefe  two  , people,  to  meet  with  a  comparifon  between  the 
moft  pi^lhed  and  the  moft  barbarous,  the  wifeft  and  the  moft 
Isnoranc  of  aiankind ;  and  I  am  Aerefore  the  left  furprized  at 
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«l  wm  oblcfvail&oa  made  hy  die  writen  of  die  Ondeal  Rerkw 
^  that  Ae  fiaems  of  tlw  Hotteotocs  may  refem'ble  die  Cluiiefe,  at 
^  die  entraAs  of  «  pig  reierable  thoTe  of  a  man ;  but  on  this 
*•  topic  our  ingenious  author  ieems  to  wander  beyond  the  circle 
**  of  his  knowletJge."  I  hope  thcfe  gentlentKn  will  not  be  of- 
fended at  my  taking  this  occafion  to  aflure  them  that  the  com- 
parlfon  was  not  even  then  made  on  loofe  grounds,  although  no 
Inference  was  drawn  from  it,  and  that  on  a  ciolcr  examina- 
tion,  I  am  the  more  convinced  of  tlicir  near  refemblance  in 
mental  as  well  as  phyfical  qualities.  The  aptitude  of  a  Hotten- 
tot in  acquiring  and  combining  ideas  is  not  lefs  than  of  a  Chi— 
nefc,  and  their  powers  of  ioiitation  are  equally  great,  allowance 
^ing  made  for  the  dlffin'ence  of  education ;  the  one  being  coo* 
'  fbkmJAj  from  his  iA&ncy  brought  up  in  a  fbciety  where  all  the 
aita  and  eeoreitoeiM  of  fife  are  in  common  uie.;  the  other 
among  a  mifemUe  moe  of  bongs  in  conftant  want  even  of  the^ 
common  aeeefladas  of  Kfi:. 

Bnt  as  afleidont  and  opinions  prore  nothing,  I^?e  annexed 
Ae  pertnit  of  a  leai  Hottentot,  drawn  firom  the  life  by  Mr.  8. 
Dat^dl,  IB  order  to  compare  it  with  one  of  a  Chinefc,  taken  alfb 
fipom  the  ]i£»  by  Mr.  iUexander ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
clofe  compa.  ?  thefe  portraits  will  convince  die  reader,  as 
well  as  the  feviewer,  that  the  refemblance  I  remarlced  to  have 
iMmd  waa  not  altog^ihec  &n€if uJ. 

Indeed  the  people  that  have  derived  their  origin  from  the 
&ine  ftock  with  the  Chinele,  are  more  widely  fcattcred  over 
the  AHatic  continent  and  the  oriental  iilaods  than  is  generally 
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imagined.  All  thoie  numerous  focietlcSf  known  under 
the  common  name  of  Malays,  are  unqucftionably  dcfcended 
from  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  Scythia  or  Tartary ;  and  it  may 
perhaps  be  added,  that  their  connection  with  the  Arabs  and 
their  converfion  to  Iflamifm  firft  infpired,  and  have  now  ren- 
dered habitual,  that  cruel  and  fanguinary  difpofuion  for  which 
they  are  remarkable  ;  for  it  has  been  obferved  that  the  natives  of 
thofe  iflands,  to  w  Inch  the  baleful  influence  of  this  religion  has 
not  extended,  have  generally  been  found  a  mild  and  inoiren(iv« 
people;  as  was  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  natives  of  the 
Pclcw  iflands  when  difcovcred  by  Captain  Wilfon.  ,  o 

The  perufal  of  Mr.  Marfden's  excellent  hiftory  of  Sumatra 
leaves  little  doubt  on  my  mind  that  a  Cliinefe  colony  at  fome 
early  period  has  fettled  on  that  ifland.  This  author  obferves 
that  the  eyes  of  the  Sumatrans  are  little,  and  of  the  fame 
kind  as  thofe  of  the  Chinefe ;  that  they  fufier  their  nails  to 
grow  long  ;  that  they  excel  in  working  fillagree,  making  gun- 
powder, &c.  that  they  regifter  events  by  making  knots  on  cords ; 
that  they  count  decimally  ;  write  with  a  ftyle  on  bamboo ;  that 
they  have  little  hair  on  their  bodies  and  heads,  which  little,  like  tho 
Chinefe,  they  extradt  In  their  language,  many  words,  I  perceive, 
are  fimilar  ;  and  the  correfponding  words  exprefs  the  fame  idea 
in  both  languages  ;  but  on  etymological  comparifons  I  would  be 
underftood  to  lay  little  (Irefs,  for  reafons  which  will  be  afCgned  ia 
the  fixth  chapter.  The  fimilitude  of  a  religious  ceremony  is  much 
ftronger  ground  to  build  upon  ;  and  the  coincidence  is  fufli* 
ciently  remarkable,  that  the  manner  pradtifed  by  the  Sumatraof 
in  taking  a  folema  oath  ihould  exactly  agree  with  the  fame  ce- 
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remony  which  h  ufed  in  giving  a  folemn  pledge  among  the 
.  common  people  of  China,  namely,  by  wringing  off  the  bead  of 
a  cock.  Captain  Macfcintolh  told  me  that  having  once  occafion 
to  place  great  confidence  in  the  mafter  of  a  Chinele  veOcl,  and 
douhdng^  left  he  might  betray  it,  the  man  felt  himfelf  eonfi- 
derably  hurt,  and  laid  be  would  give  him  fufficient  proof  that 
iie  was  to  be  tmfod*  Ifo  immcdiatdy  procured  n  cod:,  aad^ 
ftUing  down  on  both  knect,  wrung  off  his  head ;  then  hold* 
ing  up  his  hands  towards  heaven,  he  made  ufe  thefe  words  t 
*•  If  I  ad  otherwife  than  as  T  have  faid,  do  thou,  o  tUtt^  (He^ 
**  Ten)  deal  with  me  as  I  have  dealt  with  this  cock.!*' 

1  have  fincc  been  informed,  from  the  beft  authority,  that 
whenever,  in  the  courfe  of  the  concerns  of  the  Britlfh  Eaft 
India  Company  with  the  merchants  of  China,  it  may  be  necef- 
fary  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  a  Chincfc,  the  fame  ceremony 
is  gone  through  of  wringing  off  the  head  of  a  cock,  which  is 
by  them  confidcrcd  in  a  very  ferious  light,  a  fort  of  incantation, 
n^ofe  eficds  upon  their  mii^  an  not  unlike  thofe  produced 
by  fuppofed  magic  ipeils,  once  conimon  in  our  own  country, 
liy  wUdi  die  vulgar  were  perluaded  that  the  Deiil  waa  to  be 
nade  to  i^ipear  belbre  them.  In  a  Chinefe  court  of  juftice  an 
nth  Is  never  adminiftered.  In  a  hteafiir,  whcr«  a  Chtneib* 
was  Idlled  by  a  leaman  of  a  Blitiih  man  of  war,  and  the  Cap- 
tain  was  about  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  two  of  his  people 
whom  he  produced  as  evidences  in  a  Chinefe  court  of  jnftiec^ 
the  chief  judge  waa  fb  ihocktd»  that  bc  otdcKd  the  cowt  l» 
be  inftantly  cleared^ 
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The  Cmgalcfc  are  unqmUontblf  of  Ghlnefe  origin.  II10& 
who  are  acquainted  widi  the  Chinefe  manaoa  and  eharader, 
will  immediately  perceive  the  very  doferefemblance,  on  reading- 
Mr.  Boyd**  relatioa  of  hia  embafly  to  the  King  of  Candy* 
Siihf$t0t  kingdom  of  Sin,  (from  whence  Sina,  or  China,)  are 
Chinefe  words ;  tlie  termination  is  European.  So  alfo  is  the 
name  of  the  ilhnd  Chlod^e,  Sei^lan^  Su-kngt  ^  See-ha^f  die 
Weftem  Drsgon,  in  conformity  to  an  invaiialile  cuflom  o£ 
affigning  the  name  of  fome  animal  to  every  mountain. 

Having  no  intention,  however,  to  inveftigate  minutely  the- 
extent  of  Chinefe  navigation  and  commerce  in  ancient  timcs» 
hot  rather  to  confine  my  obfervaliona  to  thdr  {Hrefent  ftate» 
I  return  from  this  d%reffion,  in  order  to  proceed  on  our 
voyage. 

One  of  the  fmall  brigs,  attending  the  expedition,  was  dii^ 
patched  without  lofs  of  time  to  the  port  of  CbuSaay  to  take 
on  board  the  pilots  that»  agreeable  to  the  order  contained  in. 
the  Imperial  edid,  were  expelled  to  be  found  in  readineft  to 
embark.  In  fome  of  the  paflages,  formed  by  the  numerous 
illands,  the  currents  ran  with  amazing  rapidity,  appear- 
ing more  like  the  impetuous  torrents  of  rivers,  fwelled 
by  rains,  than  branches  ot  the  great  ocean.  The  depth  too 
of  thefe  narrow  paflages  was  fa  great  as  to  make  it  difficult, 
dangerous,  and  frequently  impoflible,  for  fhips  to  anchor  in 
the  event  of  a  calm  ;  in  which  cafe  they  muft  neceflarily  drive 
at  the  mercy  of  the  ftream.  As  we  approached,  in  ihe  Cla- 
xence  brig,  the  high  rocky  point  of  the  coniiucut  called  Kee-too^ 
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^Akk  juli  Into  the  onidft  of  the  dnfker  of  iflmdi^  ihs  ynai 
fisddenlj  hSkd  us;  and  dM cuneat  honied  ui  mth  fiwh  -vdo- 
utf  iktSdj  towaids  the  pointi  that  we  expedcd  auMKBtftiUf 
to  be  dtihed  in  piecei;  but  on  oembg  witbia  twice  the  lenglli 
of  iike  ihip  of  the  pecpcodkuler  iMredpice»  vrhkk  wm  i«»e 
kmdced  &ec  hig^  the  eddy  fwept  her  round  three  feveral  times 
itkh  gpeat  rapidity.  The  Captain  would  have  dropped  th^ 
4ncher,  but  an  crid  Cbioefe  fiflierraao,  whcna  we  had  taken 
on  board  to  pilot  us,  made  figns  that  it  wai  too  deep,  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  there  was  no  danger,  except  that  of  the 
bowfprit  ftriking  agalnft  the  mountain.  The  Chinefe  vedels 
have  no  bowlprit.  At  tliis  moment  the  lead  was  thrown,  but 
we  got  no  foundings  at  ihc  depth  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
fathoms  ;  yet  the  yellow  mud  was  brought  up  Irom  the  botton* 
in  fuch  quantities,  that  the  Nile,  at  tlic  licight  of  its  inunda- 
tions, or  the  great  Yellow  River  of  China,  could  not  be  more 
loaded  with  raud  than  the  fea  was  in  the  whirlpool  oi  Kee-too 
point.  The  current,  in  the  Strait  of  Faro,  fctting  dircdly 
upon  the  tocki  of  Scylla,  and  the  whirlpool  of  Gharybdis, 
thofe  celebmed  objeds  of  dread  to  andent  na^lgaton,  could  not 
poflibly  have  been  more  awfully  terrific,  though  perhaps  more 
dangerous,  tbsn  the  currents  and  the  eddies  that  boiled  tumul- 
tiUHlfijr  npnd  this  promontory  of  the  Qiinefe  continent,  where* 

«  When  the  tide  ruHisa  from  Iict  rumWing  cave* 
**  The  To^fb  roc^  roan  }  tutsultmnu       tlie  imicai 
•*  Tbej^toA,  thejfiMM^  a  utid  ccaittSoa  raUe, 
«  Like  rntm  bobbEiV  e*cr  tbe  ficiy  Unc** ' 

The  fecond  whirl  removed  us  to  a  confiderable  diflance  from 
the  point,  and,  after  the  third,  we  were  fwept  rapidly  along 
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in  a  imooth  uuiform  current.  Our  interpreter,  a  Chinefe 
prie(^,  who  had  been  educated  in  the  college  dc  propaganda  fide 
at  Naples,  was  not  quite  fo  compoled  as  his  countryman  the 
pilot.  The  poor  fellow,  indeed,  had  nearly  been  thrown 
overboard  by  the  boom  of  the  mainfail,  in  the  ficft,  which  was 
the  moll  rapid,  whirl  of  the  fljip  ;  the  lame  blow  ftriking  a 
iailor  tofled  his  bat  overboard  j  and  it  afibrded  ibme  amui^ 
ment,  in  our  fiippofisd  periloot  fituatioiit  to  heir  dw  diflexcat 
^cHtatUwi  of  thde  two  pcrfMU-  oa  Ui«  lamo  ooeafioik 
SanSifima  Maria;,  ^  mtoadum^  ^  wunaUim  t  CKdaitd  Ibfr 
prieft,  witli- great  a|genie6 1  wUlft  die  laikw,  nibbbg  bis  hcftli. 
aod  walUog  Awaj,  vith  nuck  cofD|Kifim  ob&rved^  tha$  4r 

The  Chinefe,  k  fteifd,  iuid  ahn^  bem  appdnd  of  our 
KRvnl,  ibrwe  had  not  pfooioded &r  hefi»e  arbcge  viftj  boie 
down  towacds  iw,  and,  hailing  the  brig  in  their  om  laoguaga^ 

^efired  we  would  bring  hflf  DO  anchor,  aad  that  they  would  canr> 
dttft  us  eaiiy  the  £aliowiji^  aMMndng  aattx  the  harbour  of  Qtur£ui. 
Some  of  the  officers  came  on  board,  were  extremely  civil,  aad 

prefented  us  with  a  bafket  of  fruit;  hut  they  afFedted  to  know 
Slothing  of  the  occafion  that  had  brought  us  thither.  Our  old 
fiflterman  took  out  of  the  fea,  (among  thoufands  that  had 
boated  round  our  veffel)  one  of  thofe  animal  fubltances  which,, 
1  believe,  we  vulgarly  call  fea  blubbers  (Mollusca  medufa 
porpita).  It  was  at  leaft  a  foot  in  diameter.  Having  drefled  it 
for  his  fupper,  and  feeing  it  wear  the  inviting  appearance  of  a 
tranfpareat  colouikfs  jelly,  X  was  tempted  to  tafte  it ;  but  the 
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«Sed  *pn>4ticed  hj  tliis,  or  the  fruit,  or  botb>  was  a  (mc 
-ficknds,  which  continued  &r  fereral  days. ' 

We  weighed  anchor  at  day-break,  and,  with  a  pleafimt 
breeze,  failed  in  company  with  the  clumfy-looklng  Juni,  which, 
however,  to  the  furprize  o£  our  fcsfnen^  fiuled  quite  as  well  aa 
the  fmart-looking  Clarence. 

Having  ancTiored  before  the  town,  In  a  fpacious  \y.iion 
formed  by  leveral  iflands,  and  paid  the  ufual  compliment  of  a 
falutc,  a  few  Mandarines  (officers  of  government  fo  named 
by  the  early  I'ortugueze  from  tnaiiHar^  to  command)  came  on 
board.  To  Qvcry  queAion  that  led  to  the  main  point  of  our 
vlfit,  thefe  people  gave  us  evafive  anfwers,  afieding  the  rood 
complete  ignorance  of  every  thiifg  relating  to  the  afiain  of  nhe 
cmbaHTy.  They  fud  the  T/ung'phjg^  or  military  govemmr  of 
the  illaod,  waa  then  aMent,  but  that  he  wodd  return  in  the 
coorie  of  the  day^  and  would  l>e  h^py  to  lee  na  on  (bore  tlie 
fbUovring  morning.  Chinele  etiquette,  I  fuppde,  required  that 
4  day  ihould  daple  before  our  reception  in  form. 

Accordingly,  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  the  gentlenien' 
of  the  embafly,  who  had  been  fent  on  this  bufineft,  went  on 
Ihore,  and  were  received  by  the  Governor  with  great  polh^ 

nefs,  and  abundant  ceremony,  in  his  hall  of  public  audience, 
which,  as  a  Iniildlng,  had  little  to  attract  our  notice.  The 
ufual  minute  enquiries  being  gone  through,  which,  it  feems, 
Chinefe  good-breeding  cannot  diipenfe  with,  fuch  as  the  health 
o{  his  vifitors,  of  their  paxcuts  aud  relatioas,  and  particularly 
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the  name  and  ag^  of  each  perfon,  the  ohjcGt  of  our  vifit  vras 
explained  to  him  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  a  hope  exprefled  that 
there  would  be  no  delay  in  getting  the  pilots  on  board.  The 
old  gentleman  appeared  to  be  much  furprized  at  fuch  violent 
hade,  and  talked  of  plays,  fcads,  and  entertainments,  that  he 
meant  to  give  us.    Pilots,  however,  he  faid,  were  ready  to 
take  charge  of  the  fhips,  and  to  carry  them  along  the  coall  to 
the  next  province,  where  others  would  be  found  to  condu<fl 
them  ftill  farther.    On  being  told  that  fuch  a  mode  of  naviga* 
tion  was  utterly  impradicable  for  the  large  Engliih  (hips,  and 
that  fuch  pilots  would  be  of  no  ufc  to  us,  he  begged  to  be 
allowed  the  remainder  of  the  day  to  enquire  for  others.  We 
little  exped\cd  to  have  met  with  any  difficulties  with  regard  to 
pilots,  in  one  of  the  bed  and  moll  frequented  ports  in  China, 
\yhere,  at  that  time  feveral  hundred  vcffcls  were  lying  at  anchor. 
The  remainder  of  the  day  was  fpent  in  a  vifit  to  the  city  of 
Ting-bai  I  but  the  crowd  became  fo  numerous,  and  the  day 
was  fo  excei&vely  liot,  that  before  we  had  pafled  the  length  of 
a  ftreet,  we  were  glad  to  take  refuge  in  a  temple,  where  the 
piiefts  very*  dvilly  entertained  ut  with  tea,  fruity  and  cakei. 
The  officer  who  attended  ut  advifed  ui  to  return  in  (edan 
chairs*  an  oflfer  which  we  accepted ;  but  tlie  bearers  werr 
(topped  every  moment  by  the  crowd,  in  <nnder  that  every  one 
might  fadtfy  his  cuiiofity  by  thmfting  his  liead  in  at  the  win- 
dow, and  exclaiming,  with  a  grin,  BK^g-mat!  EngUfimuuif 
or,  literally,  Ret^e  !  Rather  difappointed  than  gratified,  we 
were  glad,  after  a  fatiguing  day,  to  throw  ourfdvss  into  our 
cots  on  board  the  Gbrence. 
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When  we  went  on  (horc  the  following  morning,  we  found 
the  military  governor,  attended  by  a  civil  magiflratc,  by  whom, 
after  the  ufual  compiimcnts,  wc  were  addrefled,  in  a  long  ora- 
•  tlon,  delivered  apparently  with  a  great  deal  of  foicmtiity,  the 
intention  of  which  was  to  convince  us  that,  as  it  had  been  the 
pra£lice  of  the  Ghinefe,  for  time  immcinoria!,  to  navigate  from 
port  to  port,  experience  had  taughi  them  ii  was  the  bed. 
Ending,  however,  that  bU  doqueoce  could  not  prevail  on  his 
hctfen  t9  relinqulfh  their  own  ophuoos  on  the  fubjedt,  the 
goyeroor  and  be  confulted  together  for  ibme  time*  and  at 
jength  refolved  that  a  general  mufter  fliould  be  made  of  all  the 
perfoDs  in  that  pUce,'  who  liad  at  an7  time.yifited  by  iea  the 
port  of  Tieit^h^, 

A  number  of  foldien  were  accordingly  dUpatched,  and  iboii 
returned,  with  a  iet  of  the  moft  miferable-looldng  wretches  I 
ever  beheld;  who  were  thru  (I  into  the  hall,  and  dropping  on 
.  their  knees,  were  examined  in  that  attitude,  as  to  their  qualifi- 
cations. Some,  it  appeared,  had  been  at  the  port  of  Ttcn-fing^ 
but  were  no  feamen  ;  others  followed  the  profeflion,  but  had 

'  never  been  at  that  port ;  and  feveral  were  hauled  in,  who  had 
never  let  a  foot  on  board  a  vend  of  any  defcription  whatfoevcr. 
In  fhort,  the  greater  part  of  the  day  was  confumed  to  no  pur- 
pofe ;  and  we  were  about  to  conclude  that  we  had  a  great 

.  chance  oi  leaving  the  central  and  much-frequented  harbour  of 
Cbu-faitf  witliout  bciug  able  to  procure  a  fingle  pilot,  when 
two  men  were  brought  in,  who  Teemed  to  anfwer  the  purpofc 
better  than  any  which  had  yet  been  examined.  It  appeared, 
bowever,  that  they  bad  quitted  the  iea  for  many  years,  and 
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being  comfortably  fettled  in  trade,  liad  no  dcfire  to  engage  in 
the  prefent  fervice ;  on  the  contrary,  they  begged  on  their 
knees  that  they  might  be  excufed  from  fuch  an  undertaking. 
Their  fuppUcations  were  of  no  avaih  The  Emperor's  orders 
muft  be  obeyed.  In  vain  did  they  plead  the  ruin  of  their 
bufinefs  by  their  ablencc,  and  the  diftrefs  it  would  occafion  to 
their  wives,  their  children,  and  their  families.  The  Governor 
was  inexorable ;  and  they  were  ordered  to  be  ready  to  embark 
in  the  courfe  of  an  hour. 

This  arbitrary  proceeding  of  the  Governor  conveyed  no  very 
exaltfd  ideas  of  the  juftice  or  mcdcralion  of  the  government, 
or  of  the  prote(5lion  it  afforded  to  the  fubjedt.  To  drag  away 
from  his  family  an  honcft  and  induflrious  citizen,  fettled  in 
trade,  and  to  force  him  into  a  Icrvicc  that  mufl  be  ruinous  to 
his  concerns,  was  an  aCL  of  injuftice  and  violence  that  could 
not  be  tolerated  in  atiy  other  than  a  defpotic  government, 
where  the  ftilyje£t  known  no  laws  but  the  will  of  the  tyrant.  ' 
But  we  are  yet  c»  adiftant  iffand  of  die  Great  Empire,  remote 
from  die  fountain  of  authority ;  and  ddegated  power,  in  all 
countries,  is  but  too  liable  to  be  abufed.  Beiides,  a  Chinefe 
might  be  imprefled  with  fentiments  equally  unfavourable  of  our 
government,  were  he  inf<mned  of  the  manner  in  wliich  ini^ 
perious  neceflity  (bmetimes  requires  our  navy  to  be  manned* 

One  confidendon,  however,  migtit  with  fafety  be  drawn 
from  the  occurrences  of  this  day,  which  was  this,  that  long 
voyages  are  never  undertaken  where  they  can  be  avoided;  but 
dMt  the  commerce  of  the  Yellow  Sea  is  carried  on  firom 
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port  to  port }  and  that  the  articles  of  merchandize  fo  trani^ 
ported  moft  neeeflirilx  bAve  nuiay  profits  vpon  tihem,  before 
they  come  to  the  diftuit  ooofomer;  which  may,  in  fofne 
d^^,  Mcoaut  for  die  high  prices  muaj  of  the  proda£U  of  the 
countrj,  as  we  afterwards  found,  bore  in  the  capital  la  lilee 
manner  was  tlie  inland  commerce  of  Afia  condoded  l>7  cubf- 
▼aas,  proceeding  ficom  fiation  to  ftation,  at  each  of  which  were 
merchants  to  buy  or  exchange  commodities  with  each  odier, 
thoie  at  the  limits  of  the  joum^  having  no  connedllon  nor 
communicadon  whatfoever  with  one  another ;  which  will  partly 
explain  the  igocoance  of  the  Greeks  with  regard  to  the  Eafiera 
countries,  from  whence  they  derived  their  precious  fionfes,  per- 
fumes, and  other  valuable  articles. 

The  old  Governor  was  evidently  relieved  from  a  load  d 
anxiety  at  his  fuccefs  ;  and  the  tears  and  entreaties  of  the  poor 
men  lerved  only  to  brighten  up  his  countenance.  From 
civility,  or  curiolity,  or  perhaps  both,  he  returned  our  vilit  on 
board  the  brig,  which  had  been  crowded  with  the  natives  from 
morning  till  night,  fmce  her  firft  arrival  in  the  harbour.  The 
want  of  curiofity,  which  has  been  fuppofed  to  form  a  part  of 
the  Ghinefe  charafter,  was  aoc  peiceived  in  this  inftaaee  i  but 
it  was  that  fort  of  euriofity,  which  appeared  latbcr  to  be  tadted 
by  the  defire  of  looUng  oaiiowly  at  the  perfons  of  thofo  wh» 
were  to  have  the  honour  of  bdog  pfefented  to  their  Great 
Sai^cror,  than  for  the  lake  of  gfcadfyiag  the  eye  or  the  ndndy 
by  the  acquirement  of  informattoo  or  new  ideas.  The  ve^l, 
although  ib  very  different  from  tbdr  own,  was  an  obje£t  of 
little  Botioe  {  and  although  eager  to  get  a  traofieat  gjanoe  at 
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the  pafleogers,  thdr  curiofilf  wn  fidtfied  ia  a  moment,  and 
was  generally  accompanied  with  fome  vague  exclamadon, 
in  which  the  words  Ta-^»batig»Ue  occoned;  and  the  main 
drift  of  wliich  feemed  to  imply,  **  is  this  peifoa  to  appear 
before  our  Great  Emperor  ^  This  was  ftill  more  remadcable 
in  the  crowd  of  TiHg^Aai;  aodiing  Icarcely  was  there  heard 
but  the  words  Ta-v^bMig'tat  and  ttmg-mau^  the  Emperor  and 
the  Eoglifltman, 

r 

The  iquadron  had  fearcdy  got  under  way,  and  cleared  the 
narrow  paflages  between  the  ilQands  into  the  Yellow 
when  it  was  perc«Ted  how  very  little  advantage  it  was  likely 
to  derive  from  the  Chinele  pilots.  One  of  them,  in  fi£^  had 
come  on  board  widioot  his  compafi^  and  it  was  in  vain  to 
attemptJto  make  him  ramprehend  ours.  The  moveable  card 
was  to  him  a  paradox,  as  bring  contrary  to  the  unlverfal  prac- 
tice with  them,  of  making  the  needle  traverfe  the  fixed  points, 
and  not  the  points  defcribed  on  the  card  to  move  (by  the  needle 
being  attached  to  the  card),  as  in  thofe  of  £urope.  The  odier 
was  furnifhed  with  a  compais,  about  the  (Ize  of  a  common 
foufl^box,  being  an  entire  piece  of  wood,  with  a  circular  exca- 
vation in  the  centre,  jufl  large  enough  to  admit  the  vibration 
of  a  very  fine  fteel  needle,  not  quite  an  inch  in  length,  which, 
however,  might  be  found  fufficiently  ufcful,  in  their  fliort 
voyages,  by  means  of  a  peculiar  contrivance  for  preferving  the 
center  of  gravity,  in  all  pofitions  of  the  fliip,  in  coincidence 
nearly  with  the  center  of  lufpenfion.  Nor  is  it  necelTary,  in 
lb  fliort  and  fine  a  needle,  to  load  one  end  more  than  the  other, 
in  order  to  counterad  the  dip,  or  tendency  that  the  magnetic 
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needle  Is  known  to  luivc,  more  or  Icfs,  tcwanls  tlic  liorizon 
in  different  parts  of  the  world.  The  Chinefc,  however,  do 
not  leem  to  liavc  adopted  their  fmall  needle  irom  any  know- 
ledge either  of  the  variation,  or  of  the  incUaation  of  the  mag- 
netic needle.  Although  the  needle  be  invtriably  fmall,  yet  it 
fometimcs  happens  that  the  marj^n  of  the  box  is  extended  to 
fttch  a  fize,  as  to  contain  firom  twenty  to  thirty  concentric 
circles,  containing  various  chara&ers  of  the  language,  confti- 
tuting  a  compendium  their  aftronomical  (perhaps  more 
properly  (peaking)  aftrologicai  knowledge.  As  numbers  of 
fuch  compafTea  are  in  the  mufcums  of  Europe,  it  may  not  per- 
haps be  wholly  unacceptable  to  give  fome  notion  of  what  thefe 
circles  of  chara^ers  contain. 

1.  Central  circle,  or  the  needle. 

2.  8  myftical  charaQers  denoting  the  firft  principles  of 

matter,  faid  to  be  invented  by  Fo-Jhee^  the  founder 
of  the  n\onarchy. 

3.  The  names  of  the  12  hours  into  which  the  day  is  divided. 
4  and  5.  Names  of  the  drcumpolar  ftars. 

6.  Chara£lers  of  the  24  prhicipal  meridians  or  colures. 

7.  The  34  fubdivifions  or  feafons  of  the  year. 

8.  The  chaiaders  of  the  cycle  of  60  years. 

9.  Numerical  charaAers  rdating  to  the  above  cycle. 

10.  Chara£lers  denoting  the  28  iigns  of  the  Zodiac. 

11.  Certain  aibolog^cal  charaSers* 

*  I  a.  Eight  fcntences  explanatory  of  the  8  myftical  chandlers 
on  the  fecond  circle. 

13.  A  different  arrangement  of  the  Chinefe  cycle. 

14.  Charaders  of  the  five  elements. 

15.  Ro- 
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15.  Repetition  of  che  charaders  on  the  ^hth  circlep 

16.  Repetition  of  the  eighth  circle. 

1  7,  andiS.  Charafters  of  obfciirc  mythology. 
X9.  Names  of  28  conilellatioos  aad  their  places  ia  the  hea- 
vens. 

ao.  Relates  to  the  fixih  and  fifteenth  circles. 

21.  The  world  divided  according  to  the  fidereal  influences. 

22.  Correfponds  with  the  eighth  and  fixieenth  circles. 

23.  Contains  the  fame  as  the  above  with  the  additioa  of  the 

fourteenth  circle. 
34,  and  35.  Are  inesqplieable  even  by  the  Cbtnefe.  . 
a5.  An  arrangement  of  certain  cfaara^ert  and  maiks  for  cat* 

culating  lucky,  unlucky,  and  neutral  days. 

27,  is  the  fame  as  the  nineteenth,  and  furrounds  the  whole  *, 
The  greateft  depth  of  the  Yellow  Sea,  in  the  track  of  the 
fliips,  did  not  exceed  thirty-fix  fathoms,  and  it  was  frequently 
diminifhed  to  ten  fathoms.  The  weather,  as  ufually  happens 
in  fliallow  feas,  was  generally  hazy.  In  doubling  the 
projedling  promontory  of  the  province  of  Shan-tung,  the 
land  was  liidden  in  thick  fogs.  And  011  tliefe,  fortunately, 
dillipating,  it  was  perceived  tliat  the  whole  fquadron  was 
within  four  miles  of  the  main  land,  and  one  of  the  (hips  clofe 
Upon  a  rocky  ijQand.    The  pilots  were  as  ignorant  of  our  fitua- 

*  If  any  argument  were  wantltifj  to  prove  the  originality  of  the  magnetic  needle  as 
ufcd  in  China,  tbccircumdance  of  their  having  ingrafted  upon  it  their  moft  aacieat  and 
CwooHte  mytholegf ,  thcur  eydea,  cenftdhtioo^  ekmeBti,  nd,  ia  ftoit,  an  aVftnA  of 
all  tlieJr agronomical  or  aftrological  fclcnce,  is  quite  fulEcient  to  fettle  that  point.  Tho(f 
who  are  acquainted  with  the  Chiti'-T.-  charattrr  will  not  readily  ^.dtnit  thnt  th;ir  long 
clbbliihcd  fujicrtlitioiu  ihould  be  found  incor|>oratcd  oq  an  iQlUumcnt  of  barbarun  ia* 
vtatiov.. 
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tion  as  Ae  meaned  fallor  In  the  iquadron.  Proceeding  to  the 
weftward,  a  capacious  bay  was  difcovered.  One  of  the  pilots, 
after  a  minute  examination  of  the  land,  which  was  now  cleaTi 
aflcrted  tliat  lie  knew  the  place  very  well  ;  that  it  was  the  bay 
of  Alcc-a-law.  The  confidence  with  which  he  fpoke,  and 
the  vaft  concourfe  of  people,  crowding  down  toward-  the 
fhore,  as  if  expeiH-ing  onr  arrival,  induced  the  Commaudcr  to 
fleer  dircQly  into  the  bay  :  but  the  depth  of  water  diniinilhing 
to  five  fathoms,  and  land  appearing  on  every  fide,  it  was  thought 
prudent  to  let  go  the  anchor.  Seveial  boats  fiom  the  ihoie  were 
prefently  along-fide  %  and  we  were  loon  conTioced  how  little  we 
had  to  tnilt  to  the  knowledge  of  our  pilots,  even  within  fight 
of  land.  We  were  informed  that  the  bay  was  called  Ktt^an- 
ySar,  and  that  Mn^aw  was,  at  leaft,  fifteen  leagues  fiuther  to 
the  weftward. 

The  hills  along  dus  fontbern  coaft  of  the  gulph  of  Pe*tche-Iee 
have  a  very  peculiar  charader.   They  are  all  of  the  lame  form 

and  nearly  of  the  fame  fize,  being  regular  cones  with  fmcoth 
fides  as  if  faHiioncd  by  art,  and  entirely  detached,  each  (landing 
on  its  proper  bafe,  refcmbling  in  their  fhapes  the  iiiounercaps 

worn  by  the  officers  of  government ;  and  having;,  as  yet,  no 
European  names,  they  were  noticed  in  the  journals  Iiy  the  ap- 
pellation of  the  iirfl,  iecond,  third,  &c,  nuudaria's  bonnets. 

Determining  now  to  avail  ourlelves  of  the  advice  given  by 
the  magiftrate  of  Chu-fan^  and  to  navigate  from  port  to  port, 
we  here  procured  two  new  pilots  to  carry  the  fliips  to  Mce-a~ 
taw.    They  brought  us  indeed  to  this  place,  hut,  inflcad  of  a 

harbour 
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harbour,  we  found  only  a  narrow  ftralt,  with  a  rapid  tide  fct- 
ting  through  it,  and  rocky  anchoring  ground.  On  the  fhore 
of  the  continent  was  a  city  of  confiderable  extent,  under  the  walla 
of  which  next  the  fea  was  a  bafon  or  dock,  filled  with  veflHs 
whofe  capacity  might  be  from  ten  to  one  hundred  tons* 

The  Governor  of  this  city  (the  name  of  which  we  learned  to 
be  Teii^boo'foo)  paid  his  refpeds  to  the  embaflador  on  board 
the  Lion,  and  obienred  in  the  courfe  of  converfation  that  his 
orders  from  court  were  to  render  all  the  fenrice  in  his  power  to 
the  embafly,  and  to  provide  pn^KV  means  of  conveyance,  either 
by  land  or  by  fea.  He  ieemed  to  be  about  the  age  of  five  and 
thirty,  a  man  of  frank  and  eafy  manners,  courteous,  intelligent, 
and  inquifitive.  He  ftood  higher  in  the  opinion  of  all  of  us 
than  any  we  had  yet  feen.  The  follofring  morning  he  fent  off 
ifrhai  he  was  plealed  to  call  a  trifling  refrefhment,  which  con* 
lifted  «f  four  bullocks,  eight  flieep,  eight  goats,  five  facks  of 
fine  while  rice,  five  lacks  of  red  rice^  two  hundred  pounds  of 
fionr,  and  ievend  baikets  of  fruit  and  vegetables. 

We  have  alv.  ays  been  taught  to  believe  that  the  Chinefe  con* 
fi^er  us  as  barbarians ;  but  we  have  hitherto  no  reafon  to  fay 
that  they  treated  us  as  fuch.  At  all  events  it  was  obvious  that 
the  expected  arrival  of  the  Britiih  embaily  bad  made  no  flight 
ImpreiTioa  on  the  court  of  Peklu. 

Here  we  once  more  vcntarccl  on  :inothcr  pilot  to  carry  the 
ftiips  acrofs  t1ic  gulph  of  Pe-tchc-lcc  to  Ticn-fitig.  He  was  an 
old  maa  of  70  years,  and  feemed  to  poiTefo  a  pcrfe^  knowledge 
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of  all  the  bays  and  haibours  in  the  £;ulph.  He  drew  on  paper 
the  Iketch  of  a  port  on  the  wcflern  coaft  to  which  he  undertook 

to  carry  the  (hips.  Fortunately,  however,  for  us,  it  was  con- 
fidered  nuMre  fafc  to  fend  the  fmall  brigs  a-hcad  to  found,  than 
to  place  any  confidence  in  men  wlio  had  already  fo  often  de- 
ceived U8«  They  had  fcarcely  departed  before  the  fignal  of 
danger  was  made;  a  new  courfe  was  (leered  for  the  night,  and 
early  the  following  morning,  the  fame  figaal  was  repeated. 
No  land  was  now  in  fight,  yet  the  water  had  fliallowed  to  fix 
fathoms ;  it  was  therefore  deemed  prudent  to  come  to  an  an- 
chor. It  was  a  very  unufual  fituation  for  fuch  large  (hips  to 
ride  thus  at  anchor  in  the  middle  of  a  ftrangc  fea,  and  out  of 
fight  of  land,  yet  liable,  in  cafe  of  blowing  weather,  to  iirike 
agaioH  the  bottom* 

The  commanders  of  the  fliips  were  exafperatcd  againft  the 
pilots,  and  thefe  on  their  part  were  almoft  petrified  with  fear. 
The  poor  creatures  had  done  their  bed,  but  they  poflcfied  nei- 
ther {kill  nor  judgment,  or,  perhaps,  it  may  be  more  charitable 
to  fuppoic  that  they  were  confufed  by  the  novelty  of  their  fitu- 
ation. It  was  in  vain  to  endeavour  to  make  them  comprehend 
the  difference  in  the  draught  of  water  between  their  own 
fliips  and  ours,  which,  in  the  latter,  was  as  many  fathoms  as 
feet  in  the  former,  although  they  were  palpably  ihewn,  by  a 
piece  of  rope,  the  depth  that  was  required. 

As  it  was  evidently  impraQicable  to  proceed  farther  with 
our  own  fliips  towards  the  land,  which  was  now  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  miles  diftant,  and  fo  very  low  as  not  to  be  viflble 
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the  deck,  one  of  the  tenders  was  difpslclKd  to  die  montli  of 
the  Pd-bo  or  white  river  to  report  our  snivsL  Here  two 
officers  firom  the  court  had  already  emharked  to  wait  on  the 
Embaflador,  carrying  with  them,  a  preCeot  of  refielhaients,  eon- 
fiffing  of  buUocks,  hogs,  fheep,  poultry,  wine,  fruit,  and  Ycge- 
tables,  in  fuch  quantities,  as  to  be  more  than  itifficient  for  a> 
aweek*8  confumption  of  the  whole  fquadron,  amounting  nearly 
to  fix  hundred  men.  It  confided  in  twenty  fmall  bullocks, 
one  hundred  hogs,  one  hundred  iheep,  one  thoufand  fowlSy 
three  tlioufand  pumpkins,  as  many  melons,  apples,  pears, 
plumbs,  apricots,  and  other  fruits,  with  aa  abundance  of  culi- 
nary vegetables.  The  wiue  was  contained  in  large  earthen 
jars  whole  covers  were  clofely  luted.  Numbers  of  the  hogs 
and  the  fowls  had  been  brulfcd  to  death  on  the  paflage,  which 
were  thrown  overboard  from  the  Lion  with  difdain,  but  the 
Chinefe  eagerly  picked  them  up,  waihed  them  clean  and  laid 
them  in  fait* 

The  number  of  velTels  they  had  difpatched  to  take  on  (hore 
the  prcicnts  and  the  baggage  was  between  thirty  and  forty, 
the  capacity  of  each  not  being  Icfs,  and  many  of  them  more, 
than  two  hundred  tons;  iu  iinperfcdl  a  judgment  had  thefe 
people  formed  ot  the  quantity  of  articles  to  be  tranfhipped. 
Thcfe  were  the  veflels  whofe  hoMs  were  divided  into  thirteen 
diflin£k  compartments,  fcparated  by  partitions  of  two  Inch 
plank,  the  ieams  of  which  were  caulked  with  a  preparation 
of  fine  lime  made  front  'ibe&,  and  fibres  of  banUioo,  in  order 
to  render  them  water-tight.  Their  (ails,  cables,  rigging  and 
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cordage  were  all  tatAt  of  bamboo ;  and  neither  pitch  not  tar 
wasnfed  on  thefe  or  any  part  of  the  wood-worL 

We  detained  about  fifteen  of  thefe  veflkla  to  take  on  fliore 
the  Embaflador's  -fuite,  -the  prefents  for  the  Emperor,  and  the 
baggage;  after  which  the  Brttilh  (hips  returned  to  C&u^m 
without  the  'affiftance  of  the  Chincfc  pilots,  wbofe  fluU  in 
navigation  was  held  very  cheap,  by  the  loweft  feamen  on 
board. 

On  entering  the  Pei  bo  we  obferved  a  number  of  butldinga 
ercded  on  the  right  bank,  with  roofs  of  matting,  but  decorated 
in  the  moft  fantadlcal  manner,  with  difierent  coloured  ribbands 
and  variegated  filks ;  and  about  three  hundred  foldicrs  in  their 
uniforms  (which  appeared  to  our  eye  not  mucli  adapted  to 
military  purpofcs)  were  drawn  out,  with  a  band  of  mufic, 
near  a  temporary  landing-place  conftruOcd  of  wood ;  all  of 
which  we  underilood  had  been  hailily  iirLi>arcd  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  Embaffador ;  but  as  his  Excellency  was  dcfirous  of 
reacliing  the  capital  without  delay,  he  declined  going  on  fliore, 
prefcnlng  to  ftep  Into  the  accommodation  yaclits  at  once,  that 
were  ready  to  receive  him,  a  little  higher  up  the  river,  the  mo- 
ment that  the  prefents  fhould  be  tranfhipped  into  the  river- 
craft.  The  officers  who  were  deputed  to  conduct  hitn  to  the 
capital  obferved,  that  fo  much  haftc  was  not  at  all  neceifarj ,  as 
the  Emperor's  birth-day  was  yet  diilant ;  thefe  people  having 
no  other  idea  of  an  embafFy,  as  it  feemed,  than  that  of  its  being 
a  mere  compliment  to  their  Sovcfeign.   The  yellow  flags  dii^ 
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played  at  the  mad-heads  of  the  river  fleet,  laden  with  the 
prefents,  and  confifting  of  feventeen  fail,  gave,  indeed,  a  more 
extended  meaning  of  fuch  a  miffion.  Thefe  flags,  in  broad 
black  charadlers,  bore  the  following  infcrlption  ;  The  Eiigiifit 
Embt^ador  cmrytHg  Tribtttc  to  the  Emparor  of  Cbineu 

We  found  the  yachts  that  were  defined  to  convey  us  ex- 
ceedingly convenient,  more  fo  indeed  than  any  I  have  feen  on 
our  c:inals  of  England.  They  are  flat  bottomed,  and  draw 
only  about  fifteen  inches  of  water.  Their  upper  works  are 
high,  appearing  indeed  like  a  floating  houfc.  They  have  three 
apartments  for  the  accommodation  of  paflcngers ;  the  firft  aa 
antlchanibcr  for  the  fervants  and  baggage  ;  the  middle  a  com- 
modious luting  and  dining  room,  about  fifteen  feet  fqiiare ; 
and  tlic  tlilid  divided  into  two  or  three  flccping  rooms.  Behind 
thefe  is  the  kitchen ;  and  ftill  farther  aft,  fmall  places  like  dog- 
kennels  for  the  boatmen.  Soiuetimes  there  is  a  kind  <^  fecond 
flory,  upon  the  apartments,  divided  into  litde  cells,  that  are  jud 
the  length  and  breadth  of  a  man.  A  Chinefe  failor  requires  no 
room  for  luggage,  his  whole  wardrobe  being  ge'nerall  j  on  his 
back.  In  the  different  operatbns  employed  for  making  the 
yachts  proceed,  they  give  no  interruption  to  the  pafllengers. 
.  A  projedlog  gangway  on  each  fide  of  the  veflel,  made  of  broad 
planks,  fierves  as  the  paflfage  from  one  end  to  the  other. 

The  two  officers  that  were  ieot  from  court,  to  conduA  the  Em- 
baflador  to  the  capital,  paid  a  viHt  to  every  yacht,  and  (hewed 
the  moft  estmefl  dcfire  to  pleaie  and  to  make  us  comfortable. 
Their  names  were  Van  and  Cbw^  to  which  they  anneaced  the  tide 
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of  fo'^n^  or  ff'cat  man.  Van  had  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Gencrtl 
in  the  army,  and  Cbou  was  the  Governor  of  a  diftrid  in 
Pe  tcbe-lee.  We  obfervcd  in  their  manners  no  indication  of 
that  ftiff  and  ceremonious  conduO,  which  cuftom  oblij^cs  them 
to  put  on  in  public.  On  the  contrary,  they  fat  down  to  table 
with  us,  endeavouring  to  learn  the  ufe  of  the  knife  and  fork, 
and  made  tlicmfelvcs  extremely  agreeable;  lamented  they  were 
not  able  to  hold  converfation  with  us  in  our  own  language  j 
and  OQ  going  away,  ihook  hands  with  us  like  EngliihineQ. 

Provi(ion8,  fruit,  and  wines  (fuch  as  the  country  a£fords) 
wcnre  lent  on  board  in  fuch  profufi<Hi,  that  I  really  believe  the 
Chioefe  boatmeni  in  die  courfc  of  the  paflage  up  this  river, 
were  enabled  to  lay  by  their  winter**  ftock  from  the  furplua. 
In  truth,  as  Sir  George  Staunton  has  oblerved,  the  hofpiuli^, 
attentiofi,  and  refpcfk  we  hitherto  experieneed,  were  fuch  as 
ftnu^en  meet  with  only  in  the  Eaftem  parts  of  the  world. 

Nothing  that  could  conv^  the  idea  of  extraoxdinary  wealth 
or  comfott  among  the  iAhaliitants,  <>t  of  cxtrawdinary  abun* 
dance  and  fertility  in  the  country,  (unlefs  in  the  copious  (up- 
plies  of  our  provifions)  had  yet  occurred,  either  at  Gm-fam 

or  in  the  firft  three  days'  fail  up  the  Pei^bo  towards  tlie  capital. 
The  land  on  bcth  (idesvQa  low  and  flat,  and  inikad  of  hedge* 
rows,  trenches  were  dug  to  mark  the  b  undaries  of  property* 
A  fmall  proportion  only  was  under  cultivation.  The  greater 
part  appeared  to  be  four  fwampy  ground,  covered  with  coarfe 
grafa,  witli  ruflies,  and  the  common  reed.  There  were  few 
trees,  e^pt  near  the  villages,  which  were  of  mean  aj^earancc, 
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the  houfes  generally  confiftiiig  of  mud  walli,  one  ftoiy  ia 
height,  and  thatdied  with  ftraw  or  rnlhei.  Heie  and  there  a 
folitary  cottage  intervened,  but  nothing  that  bote  any  teCem* 
blancetotbe  refidence  of  a  gentleman,  or  that  could  evea  be 
called  a  eomfortable  farm-houfe.  And  although  villages  wcCe 
nnmeroue,  no  afTemblage  of  houfes  were  perceived,  that  pro- 
perly  could  be  claiTed  under  the  name  of  a  town,  except  that 
of  See-koo,  near  the  mourh  of  the  river,  and  Ta-ioOf  a  few 
miles  higher,  until  we  proceeded  to  the  diftance  of  about  ninety 
miles,  when  wc  entered  the  fuburbs  of  the  large  city  of  7/V«- 
Jin^i  ftretching,  like  London  on  the  Thames,  for  feveral  miles 
along  each  bank  of  the  river  Pci-bo.  But  neither  the  buildings 
nor  the  river  would  bear  any  comparifon,  even  with  thofe  parts 
about  Redriffc  and  Wapping.  Every  thing,  in  fact,  that  we  had 
hitherto  feen  wore  an  air  of  poverty  and  meaunefs.  After  a  long 
confinement  on  board  a  fhip,  to  thofe  at  leafl  who  arc  not  accuf- 
tomed  to  it,  almc^  any  country  appears  to  poifefs  the  charms 
a  Paradiie ;  yet  on  our  ficft  landing  in  dus  cdehrated  empire 
to  die  prefent  place,  which  Is  no  ^eat  diftance  from  the  capi- 
tal, I  am  perfuaded,  that  every  individual  of  the  embaiy  felt 
lumfelf  rather  dilappointed  in  the  cxpedationa  lie  had  formed. 
If  any  thing  eacdted  admiration,  it  was  the  vaft  muldtttdes  of 
people  that,  firom  our  firft  anrival,  -had  daily  flocked  down  to  the 
banks  of  the  river,  of  both  feses  and  of  all  ag^  Thdr  gene- 
ral appearance,  however,  was  net  fuch  as  .  to  indicate  aof  ex- 
.  traoidinary  d^iee  of  iutppinefit  i>r  comfort.  The  heft  drefled 
men  wore  a  fort  of  velvet  ca|»  00  their  heads ;  a  fhcrt  jacket, 
bnttooed  clole  round  the  neck,  and  folded  acrois  the  brcifl,  the 
lleeves  ftmtitciiUy  widei  the  aatecials  cotton  cloth,  black. 
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blue,  or  browni  filk,  or  European  camblet ;  tbey  wore  quUicd 
petticoats,  and  bkck  fattin  boots,  llie  common  people  were 
drefled  in  Urge  ftraw  hats,  blue  or  black  cotton  frocks,  wide 
cotton  tiowfers,  and  thick clumfy  Ihoes,  fometimcs  made  of  llraw. . 
Some  had  coarfe  (lockings  of  cotton  cloth ;  the  legs  of  others 
were  naked.  A  finglc  pair  of  drawers  conRituted  indeed  the 
whole  clothing  of  a  great  portion  of  the  crowd. 

Never  were  poor  women  fitted  out  in  a  ftyle  fo  difadvan- 
tageottS  for  letting  off  their  charms  as  thofc  who  made  their 
appearance  on  the  banks  of  the  Pel-bo  i  and  we  afterwards 
found  that  the  drefs  of  thcfc,  with  fomc  flight  variations, 
was  the  common  mode  of  the  country.  Bunches  of  large 
artificial  flowers,  generally  rcfcmbliii^  ojlers^  whole  colours 
were  red,  blue,  or  yellow,  were  lluck  in  their  jet-black  hair, 
which,  without  any  prctenfions  to  taftc  or  frccJum,  was 
fcrewed  up  clofe  behind,  and  folded  into  a  ridge  or  knot  acrofs 
the  crow  II  of  the  head,  not  very  unlike  (except  in  the  want  of 
tallc)  to  the  prcfent  mode  in  which  the  young  ladies  of  Eng- 
land braid  their  locks.  Two  bodkins  of  filvcr,  brafs,  or  iron, 
were  coofpicuouny  placed  behind  the  head,  in  the  form  of  an 
oblique  crofs,  which  is  the  common  mode  of  Malay  women. 
Thdr  faces  and  necks  were  daubed  with  white  paint,  the  eye- 
brows blackened,  and  on  the  center  of  the  lower  lip,  and  at 
the  point  of  the  chin,  were  two  fpots,  about  the  fize  of  a  fmall 
wafer,  of  a  deep  ▼ermUlion  colour.  A  blue  cotton  frock,  like  . 
that  of  the  men,  reaching  in  fome  to  the  middle  of  the  thigh, 
in  others  to  the  knee,  was  almoft  univeriat.  A  pair  of  wide 
txowfers,  of  diflfcrent  colours,  but  commonly  cither  red,  green» 
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« 

or  yellow,  extended  a  little  below  the  calf  of  the  leg,  where  they 
■were  drawn  clofc,  in  order  the  better  to  difplay  an  ankle  and  a 
foot,  which  for  frngularity  at  Icaft,  may  challenge  the  whole 
world.    Ihis  diftorted  and  difproportionate  member  coniiiU 
of  a  foot  that  has  been  cramped  in  its  growth,  to  die  length  of 
four  or  fi?e  inches,  and  an  aokle  that  is  generally  fwoDen  in  the 
Hunt  proportioa  that  the  foot  i$  diminiifaed.  llie  Ittde  flkoe  it 
ai  fiaaaa  tmiel  and  tawdry  can  njalce  it,  and  the  airide  it 
aged  romd  with  party-coloared  dotbci,  oroapiinlBd  iniir. 
fringe  and  tallitb;  and  iiich  a  leg  and  foot,  t^ut  dzcfipd  oot, 
an  coafidotd  in  Ohina  at  fiypcrialivdf  beantifiaL 

The,  eonfttllt         anJ'  in»^*ISiM»l>*lta»  £—iaI»  ASM— »  fmifr 

ceflarilf  fiifler,  in  ihc  aA  of  cooyniMigt  by  9emof  In^dfg^ 
1^  coct  under  the  tni^  of  die  foot,  and  renuniqg  diea  in  dMIt 
fofifioa  until  they  literdly  grow  into  and  bccmte  a  part  of  it ; 
.  andbyfiKdnsdie  Jifldlbmr^,  iiodlititendidyoi^ 
flnite  it  tfa«  more  woodeclul  liow  a  caftoai»  b  winaturil  and 
Inhuman,  flioald  hm  onafinnad  ht  ib  many  aget,  at  Mb 
fucb  it  ibe  opinion,  tbarlta  origin  it  aminely  unknown;  or  tfr 
{ddbod  by  inch  fibdout  abfiuditim  at  are  too  ridiculout  to 
all^  for  ttt  adoption* 

Few  ikvage  tribes  are  witfaQj^t  ^e  unnatural  cuflom  of 
masming  or  lof^fiing  off  ibme  part  of  (be  human  body,  a^ 
iioriiig  the  lips  and  the  cartilege  .of  the  i>ofe,  drawing  or 
colouring  the  teeth,  cutting  off  a  joint  from  the  fingers  or  toes, 
and  otherwiie  pra^lGng,  as  they  muft  fuppofe,  improvements 
M  natiire»  But  on  this  coniidcratioo  k  jroiild  icarcely  be 
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to  conclude,  that  maiming  the  feet  of  the  Chiaefe  ladiet 
derived  its  origin  from  a  period  of  time  when  they  were  yet  in 
a  favage  ftatc,  fince  we  are  in  the  daily  h.abit  of  obfcrving  the 
mod  civilized  and  enlightened  focietics  ftudying  to  find  out 
beauties  in  dcfc<SlSf  and  creating  them  where  nature  bad 
intended  perfection.  The  Chinefc  would  no  doubt  be  equally 
furpri/ed  at,  and  confidcr  as  cgregiouny  abfurd,  the  cuflom 
of  circumcilion,  as  praQifed  by  a  great  pornon  of  Ahatic 
nations  ;  nor  have  we  any  reafon  to  think  they  wou'd  not 
condemn  the  refinement  of  docks  and  crops  among  our  horfcs 
as  an  abfurd  cuftom,  not  Icfs  ridiculous  in  their  eyes,  than  the 
little  feet  of  their  ladles  are  in  ours.  If  they  could  not  refrain 
from  burfting  into  Jits  of  laughter  on  examining  the  greafe  and 
powder  witli  wliich  our  hair  was  disfigured  ;  and  if  they  fome- 
timcs  lamented  that  lo  much  oil  and  flour  had  unneeellarily 
been  wafted,  we  might,  perhaps,  in  die  vanity  of  felf-import- 
ance,  affeft  to  pity  their  tafte  ;  but  fctting  cuftom  and  preju- 
dice apart,  we  had  ccttalnly  no  pvcM  realon  to  dclpilc  and 
ridicule  the  Chinefe,  or  indeed  any  other  nation,  merely 
bccaufc  they  differ  from  us  in  the  little  points  of  drefs  and 
manners,  feetog  how  very  nearly  we  can  match  them  with 
llmilar  follies  and  abfordities  of  our  own.. 

The  filencc  of  the  earlieft  travellers  into  China  on  To  extraor* 
dinary  a  cuftom,  would  almoil  warrant  a  conjedure  that, 
notwithftanding  the  pretended  ignorance  of  the  Chinefe  with 
regard  to  ita  origin,  both  the  fidhion  and  the  (entimcot  of^  its 
being  vulgar  for  Jadies  to  be  iecn  abroad,  were  only  adopted 
within  the  period  of  a  few  centuries.  The  Venetian  travdler, 
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although  he  makes  frequent  mention  of  the  beauty  and 
drefs  of  the  women,  takes  no  notice  of  this  fingular  fa- 
fliion;  and  he  obferves  that  on  die  lake  of  Haug-tcboo-fQQ 
die  ladies  are  aocuftemed  to  take  their  pleafure  with  their 
liiiihantb  and  dieir  fim^iea.  The  EmhaOadon  alfo  of  Shah 
Rokb,  the  fon  of  Tamerlane^  who  in  the  year  1419* 
wese  lent  to  congratulate  the  Emperor  of  China,  ftate  in 
die  nanratiTe  of  their  expedition  that,  at  their  public  teeeption« 
there  fl^Md  two  young  virgins,  one  on  each  fide  of  the 
throne,  widi  their  fwea  and  bofoma  unooTered;  that  they 
were  fumiihed  "wlSx  paper  and  pencils  and  took  down 
with  great  attention  e^ery  word  that  the  Emperor  ipoke. 
Thefe  Embdiadon  law  alfi>  numben  of  women, in  open 
]nUIi8.  Rear  die  Yellow  river ;  -  and,  in  one  dty,  diey  remark 
ihac  "  there  were  many  taverns,  at- die  dqan  of  whidi  iat  ft 
**  nninberof  young  girb -of,  extraotdiqary  beauty."  Nor  dor 
the  tiaTdt  of  two  Mahomedani  into  China  in,  die  nintk 
eentury,  publiihed  by  Mr.*  Renandot,  make  any  mendon  of 
the  u^na|»i|d  fmalhiffa  of  the  women'a  feet  t  and  they  are  not 
by  any  means  deficient  in  thdlr  obiervadons  of  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  thb  nadoo,  at  that  dme  fi>  very  liide  known  to 
die  reft  of  the  world.  Almoft  every  thing  diey  hare  related 
ooneerning  China  at.  this  early  period  is  found  to  be  true  at 
the  prelent,day,  and  as  they  particularly  notice  the  drefii 
and  ornaments  worn  by  the  women,  one  would  think  they 
would  not  have  omitted  a  cuftom  fo  fingular  in  its  Idnd  as  that 
of  muming  the  feet,  if  it  had  then  been  as  common  as  it 
now  is. 
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This  monflrous  fafhion  has  generally  beea  attributed  to  the 
jealoufy  of  the  men.    Admitting  this  to  have  been  the  cafe, 
the  CMnefe  muft  be  allowed  to  be  well  verfed  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  fcx,  to  have  fo  far  gained  the  afcendancv  over 
them,  as  to  prevail  upon  them  to  adopt  a  falluon,  which  re- 
quired a  voluntary  rclinquilhmcnt  of  one  of  the  grcateft  plcafurcs 
iand  blcflings  of  life,  the  faculty  of  locomotion  j  and  to  contrive 
to  render  this  fafhion  fo  univerfal  that  any  deviatioa  frotn  it 
flibuld  be  «oiifidered  ts  difgraceful.    The  ^gtut,  of  being 
ihooght  fupetiorfo  die  veft  of  hiifeUowt  ibmetiiliea;,  indeed, 
teadt  a  mui  Into  ftrange  extravagancies.  Upon  this  principle  the  » 
men  of  learning,  a:8  they  are  pleafed  to  ftyle  themfelves,  fnfier  the 
»    bails  of  their  little  fingers  to  grow  fometimes  to  the  enormous 
length  of  three  inches  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  giving  ocular  de- 
inonftration  of  the  impoffibility  of  their  being  employed  la  any 
fort  of  manual  labour  ;  and  upon  the  fame  principle,  perhaps, 
the  ladies  of  China  may  be  induced  to  continue  the  cuftom 
of  maiming  their  female  infants,  in  order  that  their  childttn 
may  be  diftinguifhed  from  thofe  of  the  peafantry,  who,  In  ndft 
of  the  provinces,  are  coudemned  to  fubmit  to  the  drudgery 
field. 

Tlic  iiiteriorwrappers  of  the  ladles*  feet  arc  faid  to  be  feldon 
changed,  remaining,  fometimes,  until  they  can  no  longer  hold 
together ;  a  cuRom  that  conveys  no  very  favourable  idea  of 
Chinefe  cleanlincfs.  This,  indeed,  forms  no  part  of  their  char- 
radler ;  on  the  contrary  they  are  what  Swift  would  call  *a 
frowzy  people.    The  comfort  of  clean  linen,  or  frequent  change 
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of  undcr-garments,  is  equally  unknown  to  the  Sorcreign  and  to 
the  peafant.  A  fort  of  thin  coarfe  filk  fupplies  the  place  of  cot- 
ton or  linen  next  the  ikin,  among  the  upper  ranks ;  but  the 
common  people  wear  a  coarfe  kind  of  open  cotton  cloth.  Thefe 
veftmentt  are  more  rarely  removed  for  the  purpoie  of  wafhing 
than  for  that  of  being  replaced  with  new  ones ;  and  the  coiii<»> 
quence  of  fuch  negled  or  ecoiODmy  is,  as  might  naturally  be  fup- 
pcfed,  on  abundant  increafe  of  thofc  vermin  to  whofe  produc- 
tim.  fildimefs  is  found  to  be  moft  favotirable.  The  higheft 
officers  of  ftate  made  no  hefitation  of  calling  their  attendants  in 
public  to  feek  in  their  nedbs  for  diofc  troubleTome  animals, 
which,  when  csog^tthey  very  compofedly  put  between  their 
teeth.  Th^  carry  no  po^t  handkerchief,  bat  generally  blow 
.  their  nofes  into  fmall  fquare  pieces  of  paper  which  fome  of 
their  attendants  have  ready  prepared  for  the  purpofe.  Many 
are  not  fo  cleanly,  but  fpit  about  the  jooras,  or  againft 
the  walls  like  the  French,  and  they  wipe  their  dirty  hands  in  the 
fleeves  of  their  gowns.  They  fleep  at  night  in  the  lame  clothes 
they  wear  by  day.  Their  bodies  are  as  feldom  wa(hed  as  thdbr 
articles  of  drefs.  They  never  make  ufe  of  the  bath,  neither 
warm  nor  cold.  Notwithftanding  the  vaft  number  of  rivers  and 
canals,  with  which  every  part  of  the  country  is  interfered,  I  do 
Jiot  remember  to  have  feen  a  fingle  groupc  of  boys  bathing.  The 
men,  in  the  hotted  day  of  fummer,  make  ufc  of  warm  water 
for  wafiiing  the  hands  and  face.  They  are  unacquainted  with 
the  ufe  of  foap.  We  procured,  in  i'ekln,  a  fort  of  Barilla  with 
which  and  apricot  oil  wc  manufadurcd  a  fufficlent  quantity  of 
this  article  to  wafli  our  linen,  w  hicli,  however,  we  were  under  ' 
the  necclfity  of  getting  done  by  our  own  fervants. 

On 
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On  approaching  the  town  oi'Tien-Jing  we  ohferved  a  prodigious 
nismber  of  large  flacks  of  fait,  piled  up  in  facks  of  matting.  The 
qi:antliy  thus  flored  was  found,  on  rough  calculatiDn,  to  be  fuf- 
ficicnt  for  ilic  coufumption  of  thirty  millions  of  people,  for  a 
whole  year.  Such  a  furprifing  aggregate  of  one  of  the  ufeful  and 
alnioll  ncccdary,  articles  of  Hie,  was  a  preparative,  in  ininc  nua- 
fure,  for  the  vail  inuliitudcs  of  people  which  appeared  on  out 
paffing  this  northern  emporium  of  China.  The  gabelle,  or 
duly  on  fait,  which  the  government  here,  as  well  as  clfc where, 
had  found  convenient  to  impofe  on  one  of  the  indifpcnfable 
articles  of  life,  partjy  accounted  for  fuch  aa  cxtraerdinary  accu- 
mulation. The  coUcdtor  of  the  fait  duties  of  Tun-fmg 
held  one  of  the  mod  lucrative  appointments  in  the  gift  of  the 
crown. 

•  •  •  . 

The  crowds  of  large  veflels  lying  clofc  together  along  the 
fides  of  the  river;  the  various  kinds  of  craft  palhng  and  repay- 
ing; the  town  and  inanufaclori' and  warehoulcj.  extending  on 
each  bank  as  far  as  the  eve  could  reach,  indicated  a  fpirit  of  com- 
merce far  beyond  any  thing  we  h.;d  hitheito  niet  with.  The 
large  veffels,  the  finall  rraft,  the  bo.\'s,  the  fliores,  the  walla 
furrounding  the  houfes,  the  roofs  were  all  covered  witl»  fpec- 
tators.  Our  barges,  being  retarded  in  t!.e  narrow  pafni^-cs  awKing 
theihlpping,  were  at  lead  two  hours  in  reaching  the  head  of  the 
town.  During  the  whole  lime  the  populace  flood  i-^*  the  water, 
the  front  rank  up  to  the  middle,  to  get  a  ptep  at  the  flrangera. 
Hitherto  among  the  fpeflators  there  had  generally  appeared  full 
aa  luay  of  the  fair  fez  aa  of  the  other ;  and  the  elderly  dames,  in 
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particular,  had  been  fo  curions  at  to  dip  their  little  (lumps  into 
the  water  in  order  to  have  a  peep  into  the  baigeB  as  they  glided 
ilowlf  along  ;  but  here,  among  the  whole  crowd,  not  a  frng]^ 
female  was  vifibie.  Although  the  day  was  extremely  fultrj^ 
the  thermometer  of  Fahrenheit  being  88'  in  the  (hade,  as  a  mu- 
tual accomodation  their  heads  were  all  uncovered,  and  their 
bald  pates  cxpofcd  to  the  fcorching  rays  of  the  fun.  It  was  an 
uncommon  fpcdaclc  to  fee  fo  many  bronze-IIkc  heads  ftuck  as 
clofc  together,  tier  above  tier,  as  Hogarth's  groupe,  intended  to 
diiplay  the  difference  between  charader  and  caricature,  but  it 
lacked  the  variety  of  countenance  wliich  this  artiit  has,  in  an 
inimitable  manaer,  difplayed  in  his  pidLure. 

The  deep  founding  ^^ow^,  a  fort  of  brazen  kettle  ftruck  with 
a  mallet,  and  ufed  in  the  barges  to  diredt  the  motions  of  the 
trackers  on  fliorc,  the  kettle-drums  and  the  trumpets  in  the  mi- 
litary band,  the  (hrill  raufic  and  fqualling  recitative  in  the 
theatre,  which  was  entirely  open  in  front,  and  facing  the  river  in 
full  view  of  the  crowd  ;  the  number  of  temporary  booths  and 
buildings  ereded  for,  the  ufe  of  the  viceroy,  governor,  judges, 
and  other  cfEcen:of  gpyernment,  and  gaily  decorated  with 
ribbands  and  filiBea.ftne«ners ;  the  buzz  and  menimeat  of  diie 
.  crowd  ^d,  ahog^lwltt  to  ftdkiqg  an  affptcy  xto  the  iifaal  enter- 
tainments Of  BitftbolOQiew  fiuf,  that  nocxtra^rditiary  fif^tek  of 
tlM  imag|nado{i.w#i  required  to  iiippoie.ourfelvea  for  the  mofseat 
lb  hAvebeen  tranfported  fn^Si^itbfietd.  y^eiaftaotly  acquitted 
,the  Chi9feii!.of.af)y  wan^of  qipipfiiejr. .      .arriTal  of  £1^  Bey  ia 
London*  dnSwinoc  half  the  crofwd  %  tod  jfi.  tfaie  Cbiad«  ffwcvii^ 
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1M  mtiell  greater  barbarians  than  wc  pretend  to  ccHifider  the 
namelukes.  The  old  viceroy  of  the  province,  a  Tartar  of  mild 
IUkI  winning  manneni,  liad  prepared  for  us  a  moft  magnificent 
entertainment  with  wine,  fnutSt  and  great  variety  of  paftry  and 
fwcetmeats,  together  with  prcfents  of  tea,  filk,  and  nankins, 
not  only  to  tlie  Embaflador  and  his  fuite,  bat  alio  to  the  Sat* 
tanta*  mufidaos,  and  foidierk 

*rhc  cheerful  and  good-natured  countenances  of  the  multi- 
tude were  extremely  prepofTefTinp:  ;  not  Icfs  fo  their  accomodat- 
ing behaviour  to  one  anotlicr.     i  here  was  an  innocence  and 
fimpliciiy  in  their  features,  that  fcemed  to  indicate  a  happy  and 
contented  turn  of  mind.    This,  however,  being  a  fort  of  gala 
day,  we  might,  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  occadon,  j>€rhaps 
have  viewed  them  to  the  beft  advantage  ;  yet  the  fame  cheerftdl 
and  willing  mind  had  conftantly  fhewn  itlclf  on  all  occafions, 
by  all  thofe  who  were  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  erribafly. 
On  board  the  yachts  conftant  minh  and  good  humour  prevailed 
among  the  feamen.     When  the  weather  was  calm,  the  veflfels 
were  generally  puftiad  on  by  means  of  two  large  fculis  or  oars 
turning  upon  pivots  thai  were  j^aced  in  prc^e^ng  pieces  of 
wood  near  thfc  iom  d  tlw  veflTd,  and  not  the  ftem,  as  is  the 
pfifllee  of  flioft  other  oalioiit*    Frona  fix  to  ten  men  are  re- 
<|lllfeil  to  WOfk  DM  of  dlflfe  oara,  which,  inftead  of  being  taken 
out  of  the 'Water,  as  in  die  wEt  of  niwing,  are  moved  backwards 
jKoA  fstmvAk  under  flie  fiirfiKe,  in  a  finiibr  manner  to  what  in 
England  )t  undeiftood  hylctttUng.    To  lighten  their  labour, 
M  idlft  In  keepng  tune  witli  the  Arakct,  ikt  following  rude 
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air  was  generally  fang  hj  the  mafter,  which  the  whole  crew 
uied  to  join  in  chorus : 


AIR. 


Solo 

hy  the  Maacr. 


Chorus 
hf  the  Ckw. 


iui-yo  hai-yau 


177       TT^  p.  I* 

nil' 


Kfi'jo  hat-yaa 


•70 


-  wha        de  hai-vau  hai-yau 


bai<7«B 


Mr 


i 


On  many  a  calm  (Kll  evening,  when  a  dead  filence  reigned 
upon  the  water,  have  we.UAenod  with  pleafure  to  this  artleis 
abd  unpolUhed  air,  which  was  Aing,  with  little  alteradoa 
through  the  whole  fleet.  Eztnordinary  ezertioos  of  hodilj 
ftrength,  depending,  in  a  certain  degree,  00  the  willingnefi  of 
the  naind,  are  frequently  accompanied  mth  exhilaradng  excU- . 
madons  among  the  m'oft  favage  people;  but  the'Chlnefe'fong 
could  not  be  confidered  in  this  point  of  view ;  like  the  exchu> 
mations  of  our  fearaen  in  hauling  the  ropes,  or  the  oar  long  <^ 
the  Hebridians,  which,  as  Doctor  Johnfon  has  obferved,  refem« 
bled  the  proceleufmatick  verfe  by  .which  the  rowers  of  Grecian 
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galleys  were  animated,  the  chief  ol>ject  ol  tliC  Chinefe  dio- 
rus  fcemed  to  be  that  of  combining  chcarfuineU  with  xegu» 
larity* 

'*  Verfc  f«eeta»\Dil»  boweier  mde  the  ibnul.'' 

Of  their  he  .  .ly,  luuiiety,  and  carefulnefs,  we  had  already  re- 
cei\^a    i.onvincing   proofs.      Of  the  lutmbcr  of  packages, 
amounting  to  more  than  fix  hundred,  of  various  !izcs  and  de- 
fcrlptions,  not  a  finglc  article  was  nufling  nr>r  injured,  on  their 
arrival  at  the  capital,  notwithftanding  they  had  been  moved 
about,  and  carried  by  land,  and  tranfhipped  feveral  times.  Of 
tlie  three  ftalMfficen,  who  hid  been  deputed  from  court  to 
attend  the  embafly,  two  of  them  were  the  moft  obliging  and 
attentive  creatures  imaginable.  The  third,  a  Tartar,  who  6rft 
made  hit  appearance  at  Ijen^t^^  was  diftant,  proud,  and  im- 
perious.  'The  Ghinele  indeed  were  WTariably  more  affiibl^' 
'  dum  the  Tartars.   In  flkort,  had  we  returned  to  £iurope,  with- 
eut  proceeding  farther  in  the  country  liask'^ua^g^  a  moft- 
Jtvely  impftffion  would  always  have  zeniuiied  on  my  mind  in 
;.  Jbnwi  Q^he  Gbinefe.   But  a  variety  o^  tifcidents  that  after- 
wards occurred,  and  a  none  intimate  acquai^i^Mce  with  their 
nanaerv  and  habits,  produced  a  woeful  change  of  (entiment  in 
diis  fe|)ed.   Of  iiieh  Incidenti,  as  j«ay  tend  to  iliuftrate  the 
mocal  charaftcr  of  this  extraordinary  peopte,  I  lhall  relate  a  few 
that  were  the  moft  (Iriking,  in  taking  a  general  view  of  their 
fiate  of  £xiety,  to  which,  and  to  the  nature  of  the  executive 
government,  all  their  moral  anions  may  be  referred :  and  by 
the  iDfluenae  of  which,  the  natural  bent  of  thdr  chara^to  evl> 
dently  has  undeigone  a  complete  change. 

Leaving 
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I«eaying  7?M^fii^  on  the  tithof  Auguft,  we  found  the 
river  confidenbly  coDtrifted  in  its  dinenfions,  and  the  ftream 
powerful.  Thefur&ceof  thecouotry,  in  fed,  began  to 
afiuoie  a  left  mdfbrm  appearance,  bdng  now  partly  broken 
kito  hill  and  dale]  but  nothing  approaching  to  a  mountain  was 
yet  vifible  in  any  diredion.  It  was  ftill  however  fcantily 
wooded,  few  trees  appearing  except  large  willows  on  the  banks, 
and  knots  of  elms,  or  firs,  before  the  houfes  of  men  in  ofHce, 
and  the  temples,  both  of  which  were  generally  found  at  the 
head  of  each  village*  More  grain  was  here  cultivated  than  on 
the  plains  near  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Two  fpecies  of  millet, 
the  pafticum  crus  galli^  and  the  iiaHfttm^  and  two  of  a  larger 
grain,  the  bolcus  forgbum^  and  the  faccbaratus^  were  the  moft 
abundant.  We  obfcrvcd  alfo  a  few  patches  of  buck-whear, 
and  different  forts  of  kidney-beans ;  but  neither  common  wheat, 
barley,  nor  oats.  A  fpecies  of  nettle,  the  urtlca  nivea  was  alfo 
fown  in  fquare  patches,  for  the  purpofe  of  converting  its  fibres 
into  thread,  of  which  they  manufadure  a  kind  of  cloth.  We 
faw  no  gardens  nor  plcalurc-grounds,  but  confiderable  trads  of 
paflure  or  meadow-land  intervened  between  the  villages,  on 
which  however  were  few  cattle,  and  thoie  few  remarkably 
fmall.  Thofe  we  procured  for  the  ufe  of  the  fl^ips  along  the 
coaft  of  the  gulph  of  Pe-tcbe4ee^  feldom  exceeded  the  weight  of 
two  hundred  pounds.  The  few  Iheep  we  law  were  of  the 
broad-tailed  fpecies.  The  cottages  of  the  peafantry  were  very 
mean,  without  any  appearance  of  omnibrt,  and  thinly  fcat- 
tered ;  feldom  ftanding  alone,  but  generally  coUeded  into  fmall 
vUlages. 
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If,  however,  cities,  towns,  villages,  and  farm-houfcs,  were 

lefs  abundant  fo  near  the  capital,  than  from  the  relations  of 
travellers  we  had  expctflcd  to  find  them,  the  nmhitudes  of 
inhabitants  whofe  ccnllant  Liwclliiv.^  was  on  the  water,  amply- 
made  up  the  apparent  deficiency  on  (hore.    Wc  pafled,  in  one 
day,  upon  this  river,  more  than  fix  hundred  large  veflels, 
having  each  a  range  of  ten  or  twelve  diftint^l  apartments  built 
upon  the  deck,  and  each  apartment  contained  a  whole  family. 
The  number  of  perfons  in  one  of  thefc  vcflclp,  we  reckoned,  on 
an  average,  to  be  about  fifn-,  and  we  actually  counted  above 
one  thoufand  vcnels  of  this  delcrlption,  that  were  floating  on  that 
part  of  tlie  river,  between  T'ien-fttj^  and  Tong-lihco.    The  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  crafr,  bclidcs  thcfe,  that  were  perpetually  patTing 
and  re-palEng,  or  lying  chained  to  the  banks  of  the  river,  all 
of  which  were  crowded  with  men,  women,  and  chiiJren,  ccn- 
taliKtl  full  as  many  as  the  large  veifels  above  menuoned  ;  fo 
that,  in  tlie  dillance  of  ninety  miles,  on  this  Imall  branch 
of  a  river,  there  were  floating  on  the  water  not  fewer  than  one 
hundred  thoufand  fouls. 

Among  the  different  cargoes  of  cotton  wool,  copper-money, 
xke,  (ilk,  fait,  tea,  and  otber  commodttiea  for  the  fapply  of  the 
capita),  we  obferved  an  article  of  commerce,  in  feveral  of  the 
large  open  craft,  that  puzzled  us  not  a  little  to  find  out  for 
what  it  waa  intended.  It  confifted  of  dry  brown  calces,  not 
much  laiger  but  thicker  than  thofe  we  call  crumpets.  A  dole 
examioalion,  however,  foon  diicorered  the  nature  of  their 
GOmpofition,  which,  it  feetncd,  was  a  mixture  of  every  kind  of 
filth  and  excrementitious  fubflances,  moulded  into  their  prefent 
fliape,  and  dried  in  the  fun.    In  this  form  they  are  carried  to 
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.  the  capital  as  articles  of  merchandize,  where  they  meet  with  a 
rcaily  market  from  the  gardeners  in  the  vicinity  j  whoj  after 
diflblving  them  in  urine,  ufe  tbem  for  manure. 

Little  occurred  that  was  wortliy  of  note,  between  Ticn-Jing 
and  Toiig-tcboo^  except  an  inftancc  In  tlie  exercife  of  arbitrary 
power,  net  Icfs  cruel  than  that  oi  the  C>'uVLiiior  of  Chtt-fati^ 
and  ill  agrccini;  with  the  feelings  of  EnL^liChmen.  Sumc  of 
our  prcvihuns  happened  one  morning  to  be  a  llulc  tainted, 
which  couM  not  be  wondered  at,  confidering  the  heat  of  the 
weather,  the  mercury,  by  Fahrenheit's  fcale,  being  from  82*^  to 
88*.  The  officers,  however,  who  had  been  commiffioned  to 
furnifh  the  fiippiy  of  provifions,  were  inftantly  deprived  of  their 
rank,  and  all  their  fervants  feverely  bambooed.  The  Em- 
baflador  interceded  with  Vat  and  Chou  in  £ivour  df  the  de- 
graded delinquent!,  was  heard  with  great  attention,  but  per* 
ceived  that  Uttle  uidulgfince  or  relaxation  from  ftrid  difdptine 
was  to  be  expeded  on  fuch  occafions. 

The  whole  diftance,  from  the  entrance  of  the  Pa- bo  to  the 
city  of  Tong'tcboo  is  about  one  hundred  and  feventy  miles. 
Here  we  found  two  buildings,  that  had  been  ere^ed  in  the 
Ipace  of  two  days,  for  the  temporary  purpofc  of  receiving  the 
prefents  and  bag^;^ ;  and  they  were  conftruded  of  fnch  large 
dimendons,  that  they  were  capable  of  containing  at  leaft  ten 
times  the  quantity.  The  materials  were  wooden  poles  and 
BMts,  and  a  fence  of  wooden  paling  furrounded  the  whole. 

We  tork  up  our  lodging  in  a  fpacious  temple  in  the  ful)ur'  "j, 
from  whence  the  prielts  were  turned  out  without  the  *fl 
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ceremony,  to  malce  room  for  us,  confifting  in  the  whole  of  one 
liimdred  pcrfona  nearly.  And  here  it  was  fettled  we  fliould 
remain  until  every  article  was  landed,  and  coolies  or  porters 
procured  fufHcIcnt  to  carry  the  whole  at  once  to  Pckin,  which 
was  computed  to  be  about  twelve  miles  to  the  v  clhvard  from 
this  place.  And  aUhougli  near  three  thouLmd  mea  were 
required  for  this  purpofc,  they  were  fupplied  the  inftant  the 
goods  were  all  on  Ihore ;  nor  did  it  appear  that  any  difficulty 
would  have  been  found  in  raifing  double  that  number,  as  there 
feemed  to  be  ten  times  the  number  of  idle  fpeiStators  as  of 
ficrfons  employed.  The  plain  between  the  landing-place  and 
tlie  temple  was  like  a  fair,  and  cakes,  rice,  tea,  and  Iruit  upon 
mafles  of  ice,  and  many  other  refrelhments  were  expofed  for 
fale,  under  large  fquare  umbrellas,  that  ferved  inflead  of  booths. 
A  ilice  of  water-melon,  cooled  on  ice,  was  fold  for  one  tchen^  a 
piece  of  bafe  copper  coin,  of  the  value  of  about  tbree^tenths  of 
a  ftfduDg.  Not  a  fif^e  woman  appeared  amoi^  the  manj 
ihoofand  fpeAaton  that  were  aflembled  on  the  phan« 
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CHAP.  UI. 

Journey  through  the  Capital  to  a  Country  Villa  of  the  Em- 
peror. Return  to  Pekin.  The  Imperial  Palace  and  Gardens 
of  Yuen-min-yuen,  and  the  Parks  of  GehoU 

Order  of  Procejtcn  frcm  Tong-choo  t9  tbt  Cafital.^Crewi  ajfcmbled  on  tbt  Oeca- 
Jttn.'-Appettrana  of  Pekin  vHthout  andmtiim  Oi  WM^Stm  Aeemut  ffOii 

pfiin  Wfd^aJ^ fyr^'  *"  Tartary. — Author  ftnt  to  the  Palace  c/Yu.:i-min- 

jMtn.~~MiferableLoJgingtof.—Vif,tGfthfPrfukntani  Afemitrt  of  the  Mathe- 

mi!icalTribunal.-Of  the  B>Jbcp  of  Pikin,  and  ethers.— Glirs  Sword-tiades  

Hiitcktlfj  Carriages. — Scorpion  found  in  a  Cajk  packed  .U  Birtmngbam^PtHrmtt 
of  Engli/b  NobUiiy.—Efem  of  Acemmti  frm  Ttrttuj  m  Ot  <^fie«rt  tf  tutt  ht 
PMn^EH^m^t  wtum  t»  tie  Ctfital^b^iBt  O*  fr^.—AppHcotion 

of  the  Emh«§ail»fvr  Leave  to  depart.Short  Accotirit  of  the  Pn!a-e  nnd  Gardens  of 
Yucn-min-yuen. — Lord  Macartntfs  Dfjcnpuon  cf  iht  Eajern  and  H'ejlern  Parks 
0f  Geb«i.-~And  his  general  Remarks  e«  Chintfe  Landfcapt  Gardening. 

The  prefents  for  the  Emperor  and  our  private  baggage  being 
«I1  landed,  the  packages  repaired,  and  every  article  minutely 
noted  down  by  the  officers  of  government,  the  porters  were 
direaed  to  fix  their  bamboo  bearing  poles  to  each  package,  that 
no  impediment  might  prevent  our  fctting  out  at  an  early  hour 
In  the  morning.  In  doing  this,  as  well  as  in  landing  the  arii- 
dei  from  the  veffels,  the  Chinefe  porters  fhewed  fuch  expedi- 
tion, ftiength,  and  aftivity,  as  could  not,  I  believe,  be  pa- 
ralleled 
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nllel  or  procured  in  fo  (\\oxt  a  time,  in  any  other  country. 
Every  thing  here,  in  f.ift,  feems  to  be  at  the  inftant  command 
of  the  ftate ;  and  the  moll:  laborious  taflv<;  arc  undertaken  and 
executed  with  a  readineis,  and  even  a  chearfulncfs,  whieh  one 
could  Tcarcely  e.xpe^  to  meet  with  in  fo  dcfpotic  a  government. 

According  to  the  arrangement,  on  the  aiftofAuguO,  about 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  were  prepared  to  iet  out,  but 
could  fcarcely  be  faid  to  be  fairly  in  motion  till  five,  and  before 
we  bad  cleared  the  city  of  Tong-icteo^  it  was  paft  dx  o'clock. 
From  this  city  to  the  capital,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  the  road 
never  before  exhibited  fo  motley  a  groupe.  In  front  marched 
about  three  thoufand  portera,  carrying  fix  hundred  packages ; 
'  forae  of  which  were  fo  large  and  heavy,  as  to  require  thirty* 
two  bearers:  with  thefe  were  mixed  a  proportionate  number  of 
inferior  officers,  each  having  tho  chai|;e  and  fuperintendence  of 
a  dividon.  Next  foilowed  eighty-five  waggons,  and  thirty- 
nine  hand'Carts,  each  with  one  wheel,  loaded  with  wine,  por- 
ter, and  other  Eurc^ean  provldons,  ammunition,  and  luch 
heavy  articles  as  were  not  liable  to  be  broken,  ^ght  light 
field-pieces,  which  were  among  the  prefents  for  the  Emperor, 
clofed  Ais  part  of  the  proceflion.  After  thefe  paraded  the 
Tartar  legate,  and  fcveral  officers  from  court,  with  their  num<s 
reus  attendants ;  fomc  on  horrc-!)ack,  fomc  in  chairs,  and  othen 
on  foot.  Then  followed  the  Emba(rador's  guard  in  waggons, 
the  fervants,  muficians,  and  mechanics,  alfo  In  waggons;  the 
gentlemen  of  the  fuite  on  horfeback,  the  Embaflador,  tlic  Mi- 
nifter  Plenipotentiary,  his  fon,  and  the  interpreter,  in  four  or- 
namented chairs  j  the  rcA  of  the  fuite  in  fmall  covered  carriages 
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cn  two  wheels,  not  unlike  in  tppeumce  to  our  ftmenl  lieiiieH 
but  only  about  half  the  length ;  and  laft  of  all  and  CSbam^ 
with  their  attendants,  doled  this  motley  proceflion* 

Though  the  difiance  was  only  twelve  miles,  it  was  thought 
advifeable  by  our  eondu6»r8  to  halt  tm brealdaft  about  half-way; 
for,  as  heavy  bodies  move  llowly,  wha^  with  the  delay  and 

confuHon  in  firft  getting  into  order,  and  the  frequent  ftoppages 
on  the  road,  we  found  it  was  eight  o'clock  before  the  whole  of 
the  cavalcade  had  reached  the  haif-way  houfe.  Here  we  had  a 
mod  fumptuous  breakfaft  of  road  pork  and  venifon,  rice  and 
«  made  difhes,  eg^,  tea,  milk,  and  a  variety  of  fruiu  ferved  up 
on  maflesof  ice. 

The  porters  and  the  heavy  baggage  moved  forwards  without 
halting  ;  and  having  ended  our  comfortable  repaft,  we  followed 
without  lofs  of  time.  We  had  fcarcely  proceeded  three  miles, 
till  we  found  the  iides  of  the  road  lined  with  fpedators  on 
horfeback,  on  foot,  in  fmall  carriages  fimilar  to  thofe  we  rode 
in,  in  carts,  waggons,  and  chairs.  In  the  laft  were  Cljinefc 
ladies  but,  having  gauze  curtains  at  the  fides  and  front,  we 
could  fee  little  of  them.  Several  well-looking  women  in  long 
filken  robes,  with  a  great  number  of  children,  were  in  the  fmall 
carriages.  Thcfe  we  underftood  to  be  Tartars.  A  file  of  fol- 
diers  now  moved  along  with  the  procefiion  on  each  fide  of  the 
road,  armed  with  whips,  which  they  continual! y  cxcrcifed  in 
order  to  keep  off  the  crowd  that  increafed  as  wc  approached 
the  capital,  and,  at  length,  was  fo  great  as  to  obflru^l  the  road. 
We  obferved,  however,  that  though  the  foldiers  were  very 
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«^T«  and  naSfy  ia  bsavdifUi^  tbdr  yrkSp^  thty  only  ftnicl^ 
tlim  ag^nft  the  ground,  vid  never  let  dieai  fall  upon  thr 
people.  Indeed  a  Chinele  crowd  ia  not  fo  tumuknotta  and  un»» 
tidy  aa  it  generally  ia  eUcwhefe. 

Tbc  excelllve  heat  of  the  weather,  the  dnftinefa  of  the  road, 
ibp  clofenefs  of  the  carriages,  and  the  How  manner-  in  which 
we  moved  along,  would  have  made  this  fhort  journey  almofl; 
i|k(iq>portable,  hut  from  the  novelty  of  the  fcene,  the  fmiles, 
tjbe  grins,  the  geftures  of  the  multitude,  and  above  all,  the 
momentary  expcdation  of  entering  the  greatefl  city  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  globe.  Thofe  alio  who  had  been  lb  unlucky  as  to 
make  choice  of  the  little  covered  carriages,  found  thcmlclvcs- 
extremely  uncomfortable,  notwithftanding  tlicy  are  the  bcft,  the 
moft  cafy  and  genteel  fort  of  carriage  that  the  country  affords. 
Being  fixed  on  the  wheels  without  fprlngs,  and  having  no  feats 
in  the  infidc,  they  are  to  an  European,  who  mui\  fit  on  his 
haunches  in  the  bottom,  the  moft  uneafy  vehicles  ih.at  can  be 
imagined.  Father  Semcdo,  one  of  the  earlieft  mifuonaries  to 
China,  afferts,  that  coaches  were  anciently  in  common  ufc  in 
this  country,  and  that  they  were  laid  down  on  account  of  the 
great  convenience  and  little  expencc  of  fedan  chairs.  The 
coaches  alluded  to  by  the  reverend  father  were,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, the  little  carts  above  mentioned,  for  not  the  vcftige  of  any 
thing  better  is  to  be  found  among  them  ;  not  the  leail  appear- 
ance of  .tny  thing  like  a  fpring  carriage.  It  is  more  probable 
that  palanquins  and  chairs  have  been  in  common  ufe  here  and 
in  India,  from  the  earlicft  period  of  iliclr  liiftories.    The  ic^ica 

of  the  Romans  is  fuppoicd  to  have  been  brought  to  Rome 
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hi  ihe  time  ti  the  RepttUk  ftoib  fome  of  die  cafteni  .itft- 

The  greit  TOdd  to  (he  cipital  by  scKoft  tli  oMmttyv 
fandy  and  HI  ciddTsted,  and  the  f6w  hoaSn  on  each  fidtf 
were  of  mean  appearance,  geoerdly  built  vrftb  mudi  4i  haJi 
burnt  bricks,  to  the  veiy  gates  of  Pdio,  The  midctitf 
part  of  the  road,  for  the  width  of  dg^teen  or  twenty  ftet» 
was  paved  mth  tttrtia  of  grmhe  ftoA  fix  to  fixieeH  tetlt 
ir£  length  and  broad  In  proportion.  Evefy  one  of  thefc  enotsb 
mous  flag  ftones  mnft  have  been  bronght  at  lead  fixty  miles^ 
the  oeareft  mouotains  where  quarries  of  granite  are  found  bcin^ 
thofe  that  ditide  China  fifom  Mtotchod  Tartary,  near  the  great 
waU* 

A  temple  on  the  right  of  tike  road  and  i  bri<^  of  whSM 
marble  having  the  balluftrade  omamenfed  With  $gUres,  meait 
to  reprefent  fions  and  other  animals  cut  out  of  the  fiime  mate- 
rial,  were  the  only  dbjeds  that  attraQed  any  notice,  until  thd 
trails  and  the  lofty  gates  of  the  capital  appeared  in  view*  None 
of  the  buildings  w  ithin,  on  this  fide  of  the  city,  overtopped 
the  walls,  though  thefe  did  not  appear  to  exceed  twenty-five 
or  at  moft  thirty  feet  in  height ;  they  were  flanked  with  fquare 
towers,  and  furrounded  by  a  *noat  or  ditch.  Tliefe  towers  pro- 
jctfted  about  forty  feet  from  the  line  of  the  wall,  and  were  placed 
at  regular  intervals  of  about  feventy  yards,  being  confidercd  as 
bow-{hot  diftancc  from  each  other.  F.ach  had  a  fmall  giiard- 
houfe  upon  its  fuinmit.  The  thicknefs  of  the  bafe  of  the  wall 
was  about  twenty-five  icct,  and  the  width  acrofs  the  top  within 
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the  ptnpets  twelve  feet ;  fo  that  the  fidet  of  ;the  wall  have  « 
VCfy  confiderable  flope,  much  more  however  within  than  witb* 
cmt*  The  middle  part  was  compofed  of  the  earth  that  had  beea 
dug  oiit  of  the  ditch  ;  and  was  kept  together  hj  two  retaining 
waUs»  part  of  which  were  of  brick  and  put  of  ftooe.  The 
famous  barrier  on  the  borders  of  Tartary,  and  the  rampartaof 
«U  the  citica  in  the  coundy,  are  built  in  the  iame  manner* 

No  cannon  were  mounted  on  the  walls  nor  on  the  baflions ;  but 
in  the  high  building  which  furmounted  the  gate,  and  which  was 
feveral  ftories  one  above  the  other,  the  port-holes  were  clofed 
with  red  doors,  on  the  outfide  of  which  were  painted  the  re- 
prefentations  of  cannon,  not  unlike  at  a  diftance  the  fl;am  ports 
in  a  fhip  of  war.  The  gates  of  a  Chinefe  city  are  generally 
double,  and  placed  in  the  flanks  of  a  fquare  or  fcmicircttlar  bal- 
tion.  The  firft  opens  into  a  large  fpace,  furrounded  with  build- 
ings, which  are  appropriated  entirely  for  military  ufes,  being 
the  dep6t  of  provifions  and  ammunition,  />lace  d*armes^  and 
barracks.  Out  of  this  j)Iacc,  in  one  of  the  flanks,  the  fccond 
gate,  having  a  (imilar  high  building  ere&ed  over  it  as  the  iirft, 
opens  into  the  city. 

The  firft  appeannce  of  this  celelcated  capital  ia  not  mach  faU 
Cttlated  to  laife  high  expeAationa,  nor  does  it  in  the  leaft  im» 
prove  upon  a  more  intimate  acquaintance*  In  approaching  an 
European  dty  it  generally  happens  that  a  ^at  variety  of  ob> 
jcQa  catch  die  eye,  as  the  towers  and  iQptres  of  chuvcbes,  domes, 
obdilkk,  and  other  boildings  for  puUie  purpofes  towering  aboTe 
^  left ;  and  the  mind  is  amuled  in  conjedoxiog  the  form  and 
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magnitude  of  their  feveral  conftruitlons,  and  the  ufes  to  wUch 
they  may  be  applied.  In  Pekia  not  even  a  chimney  is  feen  fif- 
ing above  the  roofs  of  the  houfes  which,  being  all  nearly  of 
the  fame  height,  and  the  ftreets  laid  out  in  ftraight  lines,  have 
the  appearance  and  the  regularity  of  a  large  encampment.  The 
roofs  would  only  require  to  be  painted  white,  inftcad  of  being 
red,  green,  or  blue,  to  make  the  refembUncc  complete.  Few 
boulet  exceed  tbe  height  of  one  ftorfy  and  none  }fMt  the  great 
ihops  have  either  windows  or  openings  in  the  wall  in  fiont^ 
hut  moft  of  them  have  a  ton  of  tenrace,  ^th  a  niled  halconx 
or  parapet  wall  in  fion^  on  which  are  placed  pott  of  Aowtn^ 
or  (hrttbt»  or  ftunted  tieei. 

^Thii  dty  U  an  oblong  fquare,  the  outward  Ixtundary  of  whiclk 
utottfieUf  eadi lee  being  fix  hundred  yards,  fo that  the  ia> 
doling  wall  ia  near  fourteen  Engliih  miles,  and  the  area  about 
twdve  iquare  males,  independent  of  the  exteofive  fuburbs  at 
every  gate.  In  the  ibnth  wall  are  three  gates,  and  in  each  of  the 
other  fides  two,  firom  whence  it  ia  fometiffies  called  TJfiir  «nrf  vnlh 
nine  gates  I  but  its  ufi^  name  is  Pe-cMiig,  or  the  Northern 
Court.  The  nuddle  gate^  00  the  ibuth  fide,  opens  into  the  Int- 
perial  city,  which  is  a  ipace  of  ground  within  the  genersl  in* 
dbfure,  in  the  (hape  of  a  paralldogram,  about  a  nule  in  lengdi 
from  north  to  footh,  and  three-fourths  of  a  nule  from  eaft 
to  weft.  A  wall  built  of  large  red  poHflied  bricks^  and 
twenty  feet  high,  covered  with  a  roof  of  tiles  painted  yellow 
and  vanufhed,  furrounds  this  fpace,  in  which  are  contained 
not  only  the  imperial  palace  and  gardens,  but  aUb  all  the  tri- 
bunals, or  public  offices  of  government  lod^ngs  for  the  mi* 

nifters. 


^  thaveis  ih  cmtiA. 

niftera,  the  eunuchs,  artificers,  and  tr^defmcn  belonging  to  the  ' 
court.  A  great  variety  of  furface,  as  well  as  of  diflerent  ob- 
jeQs,  appear  within  this  inclolure.  A  rivulet  winding  through 
it  not  only  affords  a  plentiful  fupply  of  water,  but  adds  largely 
to  the  beauties  of  the  grounds,  by  being  formed  into  canals  and 
hafous,  and  lakes,  which,  with  the  artiticial  mounts,  and  rockSa 
Apd  grovea,  exhibit  the  happied  iiuitatioa  of  nature. 

Between  the  other  two  gates,  in  the  fouth  wall,  and  the 
tCMTclponding  and  oppofite  ones  on  the  north  fide  of  the  city, 

run  two  ftrccts  perfcdly  (Iralght,  each  being  four  EngHlh 
tnilcs  in  length,  aiul  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
In  width.  One  ftreet  alfo  of  the  fame  width  runs  from  one 
i)f  the  caftern  to  the  oppofite  wellern  g.^te,  but  the  other  is  in- 
terrupted by  the  north  wall  of  the  imperial  city,  round  which 
it  is  carried.  The  crofs  flreets  can  be  confidered  only  as  lanes 
branching  from  thefc  main  ftreets  at  riqht  angles  ;  arc  very 
narrow ;  but  the  houlca  in  them  arc  generally  of  the  fame  con- 
ftru£):ioii  as  thofe  in  the  great  Ilrects*  The  large  houfes  of  the  ftate 
o£Bcec8  are  in  tkefe  lanea. 

Altluragb  the  approach  to  Pclcin  afforded  little  that  was  intc- 
tcAmgy  W9  htd  no  fooner  pafled  the  gate  and  opened  out  the 
bcOM  ftreet,  than  a  very  fm^ular  and  novel  appearance  was  ex- 
hibited. Wc  ftw  before  us  a  line  of  buildings  on  each  fide  of 
Awidc  ftiwt,  confifting  entirely  of  fliops  and  warchoufeb,  the 
paitieular  gooda  of  which  were  brought  eut  and  difpiayed  in 
groupet  ia  front  of  the  houfet.  Befi»e  tfaefe  were  generally 
ciaQfd  Urge  wooden  piUki?,  whole  tope  were  much  higher 
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ifkan  tfie  eves  of  the  houfes,  bearing  mfcripdoiw  ia  gjllt  dianoi^ 
ten,  ietting  forth  the  netuie  of  the  wares  to  be  fold,  aad  tht- 
honeft  reputation  of  the  feller  |  and,  to  attract  the  more  notiee|< 
Aey  were  generally  hung  with  Tarious  coloured  fiage  and 
flreamers  and  ribbands  from  top  to  bottom,  exhibiting  the  ap* 
pearance  of  a  line  of  fl-ilpplng  drefled,  as  we  fometimes  lee 
them,  In  the  colours  of  all  the  diflferent  nations  in  Europe.  Tlie 
(ides  of  the  houfeswdt  not  lefs  brilliant  in  the  feveral  colours 
with  which  they  were  painted,  confiding  generally  of  fky  blue 
or  green  mixed  with  gold :  and  what  appeared  to  us  lingular 
enough,  the  articles  for  fale  that  made  the  greateft  fliow  were 
coffins  for  the  dead.  The  mofl  fplendid  of  our  coffin  furniture 
would  make  but  a  poor  figure  if  placed  bcfide  that  Intended  for 
a  wealthy  Chinefe.  Thefe  machines  are  leldora  lefs  than  three 
inches  thick,  and  twice  the  bulk  of  ours.  Next  to  thofe  our 
notice  was  altra<!^cd  by  the  brilliant  appearance  of  tlic  funeral 
blcTs  and  the  marriage  cars,  both  covered  with  ornaiuental 
canopies. 

At  the  four  poi;irs  where  the  great  ftrcets  intcrfetft  one  an- 
other were  erected  ihofc  rinp:ular  buildings,  fometimes  of  ftone, 
but  p:cnerally  of  wood,  which  have  been  called  tt^umphal 
arches,  but  which,  in  fafl,  are  monuments  to  the  memory  of 
thofe  who  had  deferved  well  of  the  community,  or  who  had  at- 
tained an  iinufual  longevity.  They  confift  invariably  of  a 
large  central  gateway,  with  a  fmaller  one  on  each  fide,  all  co- 
vered with  narrow  roofs ;  and,  like  the  lioufes,  they  are  painted,. 
Tainiihed,  and  gilt  in  the  moft  fplendid  manucr«  ' 
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The  multitiide  of  momble  wotkfliops  of  dbken  and  bar- 
ben,  cdblen  and  blackTmiths :  the  tend  and  booths  where 
tea  andihut^  rice  and  other  eatablea  were  espofed  for  (al^ 
with  the  waiea  ind  merchandice  anayed  before  the  doors,  bad 
contracted  thU  Qmooiis  ftreet  to  a  narrow  road  in  the  middle, 
juft  wide  enough  for  two  of  our  little  vehicles  to  pals  each  other. 
Tbe  cavalcade  of  officers  and  foldiers  that  preceded  the  embafly, 
the  proceflions  of  men  in  office  attended  by  their  numerous  re- 
tinues, bearing  umbrellas  and  flags,  painted  lanterns,  and  a 
variety  of  ftrangc  infignia  of  their  rank  and  ftation,  different 
trains  that  were  accompanying,  with  lamentable  cries,  corpfcs 
to  their  graves,  and,  with  fqualling  mufic,  brides  to  their  huf- 
bands,  the  troops  of  dromedaries  laden  with  coals  from  Tar- 
ury,  the  wheeMianows  and  hand-carts  ftufid  witb  ▼egeubles, 
oecupied  nearly  the  whole  of  this  middle  Ijpaoe  In  one  contbncd 
line,  leaving  very  little  room  for  the  cavalcade  of  the  embafljr 
to^s.  All  was  m  modon*  The  fides  of  the  ftreet  were  filled 
unith.  an  immenfe  concotufe  of  people,  bnyii^  and  lelUng  and 
•  bartering  their  difierent  commodities.   The  buz  and  confufed 

noiies  of  this  mixed  muldtude,  proceeding  fimn  the  loud  baw* 
ling  of  thofe  who  were  crying  their  wares,  the  wrangling  of 
others,  with  every  now  and  then  a  (Irange  twanging  noife  like 
the  jarring  of  a  cracked  Jew's  harp,  the  barber's  figna!  made  by 
his  tweezers,  the  mirth  and  the  laughter  that  prevailed  in  every 
groupe,  could  fcarccly  be  exceeded  by  the  brokers  in  the  Bank 
rotunda,  or  by  the  Jews  and  old  women  in  Rofcmary-Lane, 
Pedlars  with  their  packs,  and  jugglersj  and  conjurers,  and  for- 
tune-tellers, mountebanks  and  quack-dodors  comedians  and 
mufidans,  left  no  fpaoe  unoccupied.  The  Tartar  fddien,  with 
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thdr,  whips,  kept  with  difSculty  a  dear  paflage  foe  the  em- 
bafly  to  move  flowlj  forwards ;  fo  flow,  indeed,  that  although 
^^  c  entered  the  eaftem  gate  at  ha]f>paft  nine,  it  was  near  twelve 
.before  we  arrived  at  the  wefiern* 

Although  an  extraordinary  crowd  might  be  expeded  to  af- 
fcmWc  on  fuch  a  particular  occafion,  on  the  fame  principle  of 
ciM  ir  (ity  as  ccuUl  not  fail  to  attraft  a  crowd  of  Ipcdtators  in 
London,  yet  there  was  a  mofl  remarkable  and  a  ftriking  difi'e- 
rcncc  obltrvablc  between  a  London  and  a  Pekin  populace.  Jn 
the  former  the  whole  attention  and  loul  of  the  multitude  would 
have  been  wr.  pt  up  in  the  noTcl  fpe£tacle ;  all  would  have 
been  idler?,  la  Pekin,  tlie  Ihcvv  was  but  an  accclTary  ;  every 
one  purfucd  his  bufincls,  at  the  fame  lime  that  he  gratified  his 
curlofity.  In  faft,  it  appeared  ilut,  on  every  day  throughout 
the  whole  year,  there  was  the  lame  nolfe  and  buftle  and  crowd 
in  the  capital  of  China.  I  fcarcely  ever  pafled  the  weftern  gate, 
which  happened  twice,  or  oftener,  ia  the  week,  that  I  had  not 
to  wut  a  . coofiderable  time  before  the  palTage  was  free,  particu- 
larly in  the  morning,  notwithftanding  the  exertions  of  two  or 
three  foldiers  with  their  whips  to  clear  die  way.  The  crowds 
however,  was  entirely  confined  to  the  great  ftreets,  which  are 
the  only  outlets  of  the  city.  In  the  croft  lanes  all  was  ftill  and 
quiet. 

Women  in  Pekin  were  commonly  fcen  among  the  crowd,  or 
walking  in  the  narrow  ftreets,  or  riding  on  horfehack,  which 
they  croffed  in  the  (kmc  manner  as  the  men,  but  they  were  all 
Tartars.  They  wore  long  filken  robes,  reaching  down  to  .their 
feet;  their  flioes  appeared  to  be  as  much  above  the  common  fize, 
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asthofeCkftlie  Qimde  are  under  it ;  the  upper  part  was  generally 
of  embroidered  iktin,  the  fole  confided  of  folds  of  cloth  or  pa- 
per, about  an  inch  thick ;  they  were  fquare  in  front,  and  a 
litde  turned  up.  The  h«r  iinoothed  up  on  all  fides,  not  very 
differmt  from  that  of  the  GMnefe  $  and  though  their  faces  were 
painted  with  white  lead  and  vermiUion,  it  was  evident  their 
ikins  were  much  fairer  than  thoie  of  the  former.  The  Chlnefe 
women  are  more  fcrupuloufly  confined  to  the  honfe  in  the  ca- 
pital than  eliewhere.  Young  girls  were  fmnetimet  (een  fmok- 
ing  their  pipes  in  the  doors  »f  their  houfes,  but  they  alwaya 
retired  on  the  approach  of  men* 

An  the  ftreets  were  covered  with  fimd  and  dull:  none  had 
the  lead  pavement.  The  erda  lanes  were  generally  watered, 
which  did  not  appear  to  be  the  cafe  in  the  main  ftreets.  A  lu^c 
ftieet  of  water,  feveral  acres  in  extent,  within  the  northern  wall, 
affords  to  that  part  of  the  city,  and  to  the  palace  an  abundant 
fupply  of  that  element,  as  docs  alfo  a  finall  ftream  which  runs 
along  theweftem  wall  to  that  ndghbourhood*  Tfaeie  are  be- 
l]d«i  sinindance  of  wells;  hot  the  water  of  fome  of  thele  b  fo 
dreadfiilly  nauleous,  that  we,  who  were  unaecuftomed  to  it, 
#ere  under  the  neceffity  offending  to  a  diftance  to  obtain  fuch 
as  was  firee  from  mineral  or  earthy  impregnations.  When  mlsKd 
with  tea,  the  wdl  water  was  particularly  difgufting. 

Although  Pekin'  cannot  boaft,  Kke  andent  Itome,  or  modem 
London,  of  the  convtiiiendcs  of  common  hvfen  to  carry  off 
the  dirt  and  dreg^'  that  muft  neceflarily  accamolate  id  large 
dfies,  yel  it  enjoys  one  !M(lortanC  advantage,  which  is  rarely 
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,ft>und  In  capiuls  out  of  Englaad :  no  kind  of  filth  or  naftinefi, 
creating  offenfive  fmelb  is  thrown  out  into  the  ftrccts,  a  piece  of 
cleanlinefs  that  perhaps  may  he  attributed  rather  to  the  fcarci^ 
and  vaUie  of  manure,  than  to  the  exertions  of  the  police  officers. 
Each  fatnily  has  a  large  earthen  jar,  into  which  is  carefully 
collected  every  thing  that  may  be  nfed  as  manure ;  when  the 
jar  is  full,  there  is  no  difficulty  of  converting  its  contents  into 
money,  or  of  exchanging  them  for  vegetables.  The  fame 
fmall  boxed  carts  with  one  wheel,  which  fupply  the  city  with  ' 
vegetables,  invariably  return  to  the  gardens  with  a  load  of  this 
liquid  manure.  Between  the  palace  of  Tucn-viin-yuen  and  Pe- 
l^in,  I  have  met  many  hundreds  of  thcle  carts.  They  are  ge- 
nerally dr;ie[rcd  by  one  perfon,  and  pulhed  on  by  another ;  and 
they  leave  upon  the  road  an  odour  that  continues  without  inter- 
xniihon  for  many  miles.  Thus,  tliough  the  city  is  cleared  of 
its  filth,  it  feldom  lof^  its  fragrance.  '  In  a  conflant  dif- 
guRiug  odour  jnemsins  in  and  about  all  the  houles  tlie  vbote 
^ylong,  firQm.thefermentation,of  .the  heterogeneous  OMxtures 
Icept  abow^roondf  which  in  our  great  dties  are  carried  off  in 
•drains. 

The  .medical  gentlemen  of  China  are  not  quite  io  ingenious^ 
as  we  s^e  told  die  fiictalty  t|i  ^^dd  wei;e  ahput  the  middle  of 
.thelafl  century,  when  the  inhabitants  were  directed,  by  royal 
proclamation,  to  J)nild  proper  places  of  retirement  to  their 
boufes,  inflead  of  emptying  their  np^uroal  machines  out  of 
..th/e  yiri;;id(\w,s  into  ithe  greets.  The  inhj»bi^nts  took  it  into 
^<9X  he^a  |o  qonfi^der  thia  order  as  a  great  a^ront,  ^ud  a  dire^ 
."▼iQUtionjof  the  ngfitv  of  man ;  hut  tl^c  dodors  i;vere  the  mo|l 
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flrenuous  oppofers  of  the  mcafurc,  having  no  doubt  very 
cogent  reafons  for  wilhiag  the  continuance  of  the  pradtice 
They  afliired  the  inhabitants,  that  if  human  excrement  was  no 
longer  to  be  accumulated  in  the  ftreets,  to  attrad  the  putrefcent 
particles  floating  in  the  air,  they  would  find  their  way  into 
the  human  body,  and  a  peftilenttal  fickbefs  would  be  the  inevit- 
able confequence. 

The  police  of  the  capital,  as  we  afterwards  found,  is  fo  well  re- 
gulated, that  the  fafety  and  traaquUIity  of  the  inhabitants  arc 
fetdom  difturbed.  At  the  end  of  every  crols  ftreet,  and  at  cer- 
tain diftances  in  it,  are  a  Icind  of  crofs  bars,  with  (entry  boxea 
at  each  of  which  is  placed  a  foldier,  and  few  of  thele  ftreets  are 
without  a  guard-houie.  Befides,  the  proprietor  or  '.inliabitant 
of  every  tenth  houfe,  like  the  ancieiit  tytliingmen  of  EngUnd, 
takes  it  in  turn  to  keep  the  peace,  and  be  reljponfible  for  the 
good  condii£t  of  his  nine  neighbours.  If  any  riotous  company 
ihould  aflemble,  or  any  difturbances  happen  within  his  dlflri^ 
he  is  to  give  immediate  information  thereof  to  the  ncaroR  guard- 
houfe.  The  foldiers  alfo  go  tlieir  rounds,  and  inftead  of  crying 
the  hour  like  our  watchmen,  ftrikc  upon  a  fliort  tube  of  bam- 
boo, which  gives  a  dull  hollow  found,  that  for  feveral  nights 
prevented  us  from  fleeping  until  we  were  accufttMned  to  ic 

It  took  us  full  two  hours,  as  I  before  obfcrvcd,  in  pafling 
from  the  caflern  to  the  weftem  ^te  of  Pckin.  The  cloudO)f 
duft  raifed  by  the  populace  were  here  much  denfer  than  on  the 
road,  and  the  fmothcring  heat  of  the  day,  the  thermometer  in 
our  little  carts  (landing  at  96%  wasalmoftinfupportable.  Except 
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the  great  crowd  on  every  fide,  wo  faw  little  to  engage  the  at- 
tention after  the  liift  five  minutes.    Indeed,  a  fingle  walk 
through  one  of  the  broad  ftreets  is  quite  fufficient  to  give  a 
ftranger  a  competent  idea  of  the  whole  city.    He  will  imme- 
diately perceive  that  every  ftrcct  is  laid  out  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  every  houfe  built  upon  the  fame  plan  ;  and  that  their  archi- 
tcclurc  is  void  of  ta(lc,  rrandeur,  beauty,  lolidity,  or  conve- 
nience; that  the  houlcs  arc  merely  tents,  and  that  there  is  no- 
thing magnificent,  even  in  the  palace  of  the  Emperor : — but 
we  Hiall  have  occafioa  to  fpeak  oa  this  fubjeft  hereafter.  Afk 
a  Cbinefe,  however,  what  ia  to  be  ieen  that  is  carious  or  great 
in  the  capital,  and  he  will  immediately  enter  upoa  a  long 
hiftory  of  the  beauties  of  the  palace  belonging  to-  To'Vhan^-tecy 
the  mighty  Emperor.   According  to  his  notions,  every  thldjg 
within  the  palace  walls  is  gold  and  lilver.   He  wilt  tdl  you  of 
gold  and  filver  pillars,  gold  and  filver  roofs,  gold  and  iilver 
vafes,  in  which  are  fwimming  gold  and  filver  fifties.   All,,  how- 
ever, is  not  gold  that  glitters  in  China,  more  than  dfewherek 
The  Emperor,  as  I  ihall  hereafter  have  oocafion  to  notice,  has 
very  little  furplus  revenue  at  his  diipofal,  and  is  frequently.  diC> 
trefled  for  money  to  pay  his  army  and  other  exigences  of  the 
ftate.   And,  though  China  has  of  late  years  drawn  firom  Europe 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  fpecie,  yet  when  this  is  (battered  over 
ib  vaft  an  extent  of  country,  and  divided  among  fo  many  milliona 
of  people,  it  becomes  almoft  as  a  drop  thrown  into  the  fea»  Moft 
of  the  money,  befides,  that  enters  China  is  melted  down,  and 
converted  into  articles  of  luxury  or  convenience.    Few  Aar 
tions  are  better  acquainted  with  the  value  of  thefe  precious  me* 
tals  than  the  Chinefe  j  and  few,  if  any,  can  fuipafs  their  in« 
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^eauttf  in  drawing  out  the  one  into  thin  leaveSy  and  the  odutr 

in^o  the  £neft  wire. 

We  were  not  a  little  overjoyed  in  finding  ourfelres  onfie 
more  upon  the  flagged  caufeway,  and  in  an  open  country,  after 
.pafling  a  fmall  fuburb  beyond  the  weftem  gate  of  the  citj^ 
Th^  brought  us  to  a  Titla  which  was  a  kind  of  appendage  to 
.one  of  the  Emperor's  palaces,  about  eight  miles  beyond  FbUo. 
The  building^)  confiftiogof  a  number  of  fmall  detached  apaxtmentli 
Ar^lggling  over  a  furface  of  ground,  about  fifteen  acres  in  extent, 
•were  neither  fufficiently  numerous  to  lodge  the  fuite,  nor  to  coa- 
taintheprefentsand  our  baggage;  and  were  moreover ibmiferably 
out  of  repairand  in  fo  ruinou  ^  a  condition,  that  the  greater  part 
'  -wsis  wholly  uninhabitable.  Xhe  ofiicers  were  acooidtngly  told 
that  thele  were  not  accomQdations  fuitable  to  the  dignity  -of  k 
firiti0x]&mbafla4or,  and  that  he  would  not  on  anyconfidcratioA 
fffi.  up  vnith  them  j  that  it  was  a  matter  of  indi£Ssrence  whether 
he  was  lodged  in  the  city  or  the  country,  but  that  the  lodgiogs 
iho^ld  be  convenient  and  proper.   The  fupcrintending  offi. 
«CEB,  \ttpQn  tluB,  canied.a  large  temporary  building  to  be  ereded 
ifith  pdes  and  mats,  which,  as  by  mag^  was  finilhed  in  the 
*    courie  of  the  night,  hoping,  by  this  exerdon,  to  have  removed 
all  ebjdlions  to  the  place.   J3u  Lordihip,  however,  being  de- 
termined not  to  remain  where  thwe  was  neither  a  decent  room, 
nor  any  kind  of  comfort  or  convenience,  every  building  bang 
entirely  uofurniflied,  and,  as  I  £ud  before,  the  greater  number 
vntenantable,  -infifted'Upon  being  removed  to  Pekin,  where  ac- 
cordingly it  was  very  fooa  amiottnced  there  was  a  fuitable  houfe 
Jeady  fDT  his  leceptbn^ 
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Oa  returning  to  the  capital  we  pafled  through  the  great  ftreef 
ef  atown  called  Bai'Hen  m  which  moft  of  the  houfes  irect  of 
two  ftories,  and  be&tie  the  upper  of  which  was  a  kind'  of  Vo^ 
randa  foU  of  dwarf  trees  and  flower-pots.  A  great  proportion^ 
of  the  Bouies  were  ather  butchers'  fliops  or  coffin-ma!ken. 
From  the  end  of  this  ftreet  was  a  moft  eztenfive  view  of  IVUh* 
sind  the  forronnding  country.    The  eye  from  hence  took  In 
the  whole  length  of  the  high  ftndg^  wall  with  its  two  lofty 
gates  and  numerous  fquare  towers.   At  each  angle  of  the  waif 
is  a  large  fquare  building  fifing  above  the  parapet  to  four  heights, 
■or  ftoiiies  of  port^hole^  and  covered  with  two  roofi.  In  each 
row  of  the  four  fionts  are  fiiurteen  windows  or  port-holesi. 
TheTe  I  underftood  to  be  the  rice  maguanes  or  public  gtanaiies. 
Near  die  north- weft  ang|]e  is  a  tall  pagoda,  anodier  high  tower 
not  unlike  a  glafi-houie*  and  towards  the  higher  weftem  gite 
appeared  the  upper  part  of  a  pyramidal  building,  that  terminated 
in  a  gilded  flame,  very  like  the  fuBunit  of  our  monuments- under 
which,  inftcad  of  a  gallery,  was  a  moft  magnlBoent  canopy  or 
nmbrella,  painted  and  gilt  with  fuch  brilliant  eoldnrs,  that  from- 
certain  points  of  view,  when  the  rays  of  the  fun- played  upon'it, 
the  glittering  appearance  had  a  very  good  effed.    It  was  laid  ur- 
be  a  temple,  and  Teemed  to  be  of  the  fame  kind  of  arcbite^re  aa- 
the  S&oth-ma'doo  defcribed  by  CoL  Symesin  bis  embAfly  to  ATa> 

Weibund'oiv new  lodging  fodSciently  large,  but  the  apartment!, 
'  were  ihamefully  dirty,  having  been  unldhAbited  fifr  tittat  time 
very  much  out  of  repah-,  and  totally  ohfumtflfedL   This  ho6fc,' 
being  confidered  as  one  of  the  htA  in  the  whole  atf\  I  IKall  Ha^e 
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occafion  to  take  notice  of  hereafter,  in  fpeaking  of  the  flute 
of  their  arcliltcdurc.  It  was  built  by  llic  late  Ho-pon,  or  Col- 
le<5lor  -of  the  cuftoms  at  Canton,  from  wljich  fituatioa  he  was 
preferred  to  the  colleiflorllijp  of  fait  duties  at  T'lcn-fing ;  where,  it 
fccms,  he  was  dcteifled  in  embezzling  the  pnblic  revenues,  thrown 
into  jail,  and  his  iramcnfe  properly  confifcated  to  the  crown.  The 
officers  appointed  to  attend  the  em1»afly  told  -uSi  that  when  it 
vras  propofed  tatbe  £mperor  for  the  Englilh  Embafladorto  oc- 
cupy tbU-hottfe,  he  immediately  replied,  **  Moft  certainly,  you 
^  jcannot  refufe  the  temporary  occupation  of  a  houfe  to  the 
**  Embaflad(»r  of  that  nadoii  whidi  contributed  fo  very  amply 
**  towards  the  expence  of  boildiog  it.** '  The  inference  to  be 
-drawn  from  fuch  a  remark,  is,  that  the  court  of  Fekin  is  well 
aware  of  the  extortions  committed  ag^inll  foreigners  at  Canton. 

The  Emperor  being  at  this  time  in  Tartary,  where  he  meant  to 
celebrate  the  fcllival  of  the  annivcrfary  of  l/is  birth-day,  had  pi- 
ven  orders  that  the  public  introduQion  of  the  Briiifh  Embailador 
{hould  be  fixed  for  that  day,  and  flioiild  take  place  at  Gehol,  a 
fmall  town  136  miles  from  Pckin,  where  he  had  a  large  palace, 
park,  gardens,  and  a  magnificent  Poo  ta-h  or  temple  of  Budha. 
Accordingly  a  feledion  was  made  of  Inch  prefents  as  were  the 
moft  portable,  to  be  lent  forwards  into  Tartary ;  and  the  £m- 
baifador,  with  psfft  -of  his  fiiite,  fevexal  officers  of  the  court,  and 
thdr  rednue,  fet  out  fiom  Pdkin  cm  the  fecond  of  September. 
Some  of  the  gentlemen,  with  part  of  the  guard  and  of  the 
fovants,  remained  in  Pekin,  and  Dr.  Dinwiddie  and  myfelf, 
vndi  two  mechanics,  had  apartments  allotted  to  us  in  the 
palace      TmMimhyimf  ithiat  the  largeft  and  moft  va^ 
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Kitble  of  die  prefents  were  to  be  fitted  np  for  the  iii^e£doa  oC 
tHe  old  Emperor  on  hit  return  from  Tartsr7. 

Having  alieedj  acquired  ibme  little  knowledge  of  the  lan- 
guid on  the  paflage  from  England,  by  the  affiftaoce  of  two. 
Chinele  priefts  who  had  been  fent  hj  theur  fupertors  to  NaplM, 
for  thepurpofe  of -bang  inflruiSled  in  the  Chrlftian  religion,  I 
hoped  to  find  this  temporary  banifliment  lefs  irkibme»paniGularly 
as  I  had  previoufly  ftipulated  with  the  officers  bdoogii^  to  diat 
palace  for  an  unconditional  leave  to.  infit  the  capital  .whenever  L 
ihdold  find  it'  neceflary  or  proper,  daring  tho  ab&oce  of  the 
Embaflador ;  and,  it  it  bnt  £^r  to  fay,  they  k^t  hkh  to  theio 
engagement  in  the  ftri^eft  fen&.  A  horfe  and  one>of  the  Htde 
covered  carta  were  always  at  my  difpoiaL  ' 

• 

The  gentlemen  left  in  the  city  were  lefs  agreeably  fituated. 
the  outer  gate  of  thrir  lodgings  a  guard  w«8  fiationed  with  orders' 
to  allow  none  of  them  to  pals,  and  all  dieir  proceisdings  and 
movements  were  dofely  wa^ed.  Sometimiss  they  were  a  littld 
refieved  by  occafional  'dfits  from  the  European  miiDonariesS 
but  fo  fttfpicious  were  the  officers  of  government  of  any  com- 
munication with  thefe  gentlemen  that  they  were  invarMbly.aiD^ 
c<Anpanied  by  Ibme  of  them  to  a£k  as  ipies,  notwithftanding 
they  could  not  comprehend  one  .ftngle  word  that  was  exchanged 
ifi  the  converiatioos  they  held  together.  A  Chineie  has  nO* 
knowledge  whatfoever  of  any  of  the  Enropean  languages.  But 
he  watches  the  adions,  and  even  the  motions  of  the  eye,  ahd 
makes  his  report  accordingly.  The  courts  of  the  hoole  were 
conftantly  filled  with  the  inferior  officers  of  government  and 
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dietr  iervaiito,  lAl  of  whdn  had  fone  poft  or  odtar  alSgned  t» 
them  eonnedled  with  the  Briiifti  Embaiiy*  On«  was  the  fupnw 
intendant  of  the  kitchen,  another  furniihed  tea,  one  was  ap* 
pointed  to  fupply  U4  with  frmt,  another  with  vegetables,  and 
iDOtheir  Wkh  milb 

Doringtht  time  I  ihoiild  he  required  to  refide  in  Tuen^nM^ 
jtieMf  I  pattlcttlatly  wiQied  to  have  none  other  than  Chinefe  fisr* 
faiU8»  that  I  might  be  under  the  necefiit7  of  extending  the  little 
loowlcdge  I  h'ad  already  aoqtuied  of  the  fpokeo  language.  Thia 
hhy  no  means  difficult  to  leim  except  in  the  nice  intonation* 
or  infiexions  of  vmce«  but  the  written  charader  is,  perhaps  of 
■n  others,  the  moft  abftnife  and  moft  perplexing  both  to  the 
eye  and  to  the  memory;  The  Imgth  of  time  that  la  ufually 
required  by  the  Chinefe,  together  with  the  intenfe  ftudy  and 
ftretch  of  .the  memory  which  they  Iknd  neceffi^y  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  very  finall  proportion  of  the  chara^kersthat  form  the  lan- 
guagCy  are  foioua  obftrudtions  to  the  pcogrefs  of  the  arts  and  ' 
iewncfs»  but  fiivourable  to  the  ftabilityof  tlie  goyernment  of 
which  indeed  the  language  may  be  coafidered  as  one  of  the 
gnal  buhvirka.  But  the  obfiervations  I  have  to  make  oa  thia 
fiibjed  will  aoK  properly  be  telervcd  for  » (eparate  chapter. 

• 

On  arriving  at  tueihmiih-j^teH- 1  found  ar  Bumber  of  Ghinefe- 
;workmen  bufily  employed  in  breakng  open  the  packages,  fi>me 
In  one  place  and  feme  In  another,  to  the  no  little  danger  of  the- 
globes,  clocks,  glafs  luftres,  and  fuch  like  frangible  articles,  many 

of  whkh  raufl  inevitably  have  fuflcred  under  lefs  careful  and  dex- 
terous hands  than  thofe  of  the  Ghiaefe»  As  it  was  intended  they 
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flimdd  be  placed  In  one.l«i;Be  toom,-  l&e  gicst  h^H  Sa. which  the 
Emperor  gWcs  aiidieiioe  to  lut.  nintfters,  the  firft-  operation 
was  to  move  them  all  thithec^  and  ctrefollf  to  unpack  them ; ' 
and  we  had  the  fatififa£tton  to  findlhU  not  a  Angle  article  wat 
dither  miffing  or  injured.  '  . 

"We  had  not  been^ long  here,  before*  a  gentleman  appeared 
who,  notwithftanding  his  Cbinefe  drefs,  I  foen  perc^ved  to 
be  an  European,  He  tntrodfkced  Kimfetf  by  Taying,  in  the 
£atin  languiget  that  his  name  waft  Deodato  a  Neap*KlMi 
miffionary,  and  that  the  court  had  appointed  him  to  aft  asintov 
preter  i  hoped  he  might  be-uleful  to  us,  and  oftred  his  iervieei 
in  the  moft  handfome  manner;  and,  I  have  great  pleafnre  ftt 
aTuUng  myfelfpf  thib  bj^ortunity  to  acknowledge 'Hie>friMIy 
and  unremitting  attention  V  received  from  him  iliMng  a  reli-^ 
dence  of  fiv«  weeks  in  this  piilace,'  and*  the  very  material  affift- 
ance  he  afforded  ih  explaining  the  nature,  value,  and  ufe  of  the 
feveral  pieces  of  machinerf  to  ibhCt  Cihinele  vAio  were  api 
pointed  to  iiiperintend  them.  Signor  Deodato  was  an  excelTOft 
mechanic ;  and  in  this  capacity  was  employed  in  the  pakice  t^ 
infped  and  keep  in  order  the  numherlels.  pieces  of  dock-wcMk 
that  had  found  their  way  tliith'er,  chieflj  from  London. 

The  officer  appointed  to  attend  us  wore  a  light  blue  button 
in  his  cap,  denoting  ihc  <^tU  degree  of  rank.    When  he  ihcwcd 
the  apartments  that  were  defigncd  for  us,  I  couhl  nut  /orbear  ob» 
•  ferving  to  him,  that  they  feeraed  fitter  for  bogs  than  for  hutrwafi 
creaiure&p  and  tliai.  raiUer  liian  be  o^jUged  to  occujpy  thofe,  or  any 
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4itlier  like  them,  I  (heuld  f<&r  my  own  part'prefer  coming  down 
froim  the  capiul  every  nbrning,  and  return  in  the  evemng.  They 
confifled  of  three  orfourhovds  an  a  fm«Q  court,  furrounded 
with  a  wall  as  high  ae  that  xooft.  Each  room  was  about  twelve 
feet  fquare,  the  walls  completely  naked,  the  ceiling  broken  la, 
the  ruifaes  or  ftems  of  toUutf  that  held  the  plaiAer,  banging 
down  and  ftrewed  on  the  floor  the  latiioe  work  of  the  irin- 
dows  partially  covered  with  broken  pq>er ;  the  doors  confi(ting 
old  bamboo  ikreens ;  the  floor  covered  with,  duft,  and  there 
was  net  the  leaft  furohure  in  any  of  them,  except  an  old  tabit 
iqid  two  or  three  chairs  in  the  one  which  was  intended,  I  fa|k> 
pofe,  for  the  dining-room.  The  reft  had  nothing  in  them  whaifb- 
cvef  bota  Uttle  ralfed  platform  of  brick- work,  which  they  told  us 
was  to  flcep  on,  and  that  they  (hould  cover  It  with  mats,  and 
order  proper  bedding  to  be  brought  upoa  it.  Yet  thefe  rnUer- 
able  hovels  were  not  only  within  the  pa!ace  wall,  but  fcarcely 
two  hundred  yards  from  the  great  ball  of  audience.  The 
officer  afluied  us  that  they  were  the  apartments  of  one  of  their 
Ta^^in  (great  men)  but  that,  as  I  did  not  fccm  to  like  them, 
we  (hould  be  accommodated  with  others.  We  were  then 
carrieda  Uttle  farther,  where  there  was  a  number  of  buildings 
upon  a  more  extendve  fcale  encLofcd  alfo  by  high  walls. 
The  apartments  were  fomewhat  larger,  but  mii'erably  dirty  botb 
within  and  without,  and  wholly  unfurniflied;  but  as  our  ac* 
tendant  took  care  to  tell  us  they  helonged  to  one  of  the  minijlert 
if  fiate^  and  that  he  lodged  in  them  when  tb.e  Emperor  was  at 
Yuen-min-yuen,  we  were  precluded  from  further  complalnr. 
Had  we  refufed  thofc  that  were  confidcrcd  fufficient  for 
a  jaioifter  of  ftatc,  the  man  mighi  have  thought  that  nothing 
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lefs  than  ihe  Emperor's  own  wouM  have  fatisflcd  us.  If  the 
menial  icrvants  of  his  Britannic  Maj-fty's  Minifters  were  no 
better  lodged  than  the  nt  nifters  tljeinlclvcs  of  his  Chinefe  Ma- 
jcfty,  they  would  be  apt  to  think  thcmfelves  very  ill  ufed.  Wc 
accepted  them,  however,  fuch  as  they  were,  and  caufed  thetn  to 
be  fwepi  out,  an  operation  which  had  not  been  performed  foe 
many  months  before;  a  table  and  chairs  were  brouglit  in,  with 
mars,  pillows,  and  filken  mattreffesj  but  for  thefe  wc  had  no 
occafion,  having  fortunately  brought  with  us  from  the  ihips 
our  owa  cota. 

To  make  amends  for  our  uncomfortable  lod^gs,  we  fat  down 
to  a  moft  excellent  dinner,  wholly  prepared  in  the  Chinefe  ftyle, 
confifting  of  a  vaft  variety  of  made  difties  very  neatly  drelTed, 
and  (crved  in  porcelain  bowls.  The  heft  foup  I  ever  tafted  in 
any  part  of  the  world  was  made  here  from  an  c:^rraift  of  beef, 
feafoned  with  a  preparation  of  foy  and  other  ingredients.  Their 
vermicelR  is  cxcellerK,  and  all  their  pallry  is  unufually  light 
and  white  as  fnow.  We  underftood  it  to  be  made  from  the  buck 
wheat.  The  luxury  of  ice,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital, 
is  within  the  reach  of  the  pooreft  peafantj  and,  although  they 
drink  their  tea  and  other  beverage  warm,  they  prefer  ail  kinds  of 
fruit  when  cooled  on  ice. 

The  three  firft  days,  while  the  articles  were  unpacking  and 
atTorting,  we  remained  tolerably  quiet,  being  annoyed  only 
wiih  the  interference  and  irujuilitivcnefs  t»f  an  old  eunuch,  who 
had  in  his  train  about  a  dozen  of  the  fame  kind fmUeaut fcnniJum. 
But  no  fooner  were  they  taken  out  of  tneir  cai'es,  and  fet  up  in 
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the  room,  than  vlfitors  of  all  ranks,  from  princes  of  the  blood 
to  plain  citizens,  came  daily  to  look  at  the  prefents,  but  more 
particularly  at  us,  whom  I  believe  they  conlidered  by  much  the 
grcateft  curiofitics.  All  the  men  of  letters  and  rank,  who  held 
employments  in  the  {late,  and  whofe  attendance  bad  bcea  di^ 
penied  with  at  GehoL,  Becked  to  2  ucn-mw-juen. 

Among  the  numerous  vlfitors  came  one  day  in  great  ftaie 
the  prclidcnt  of  a  board  in  Pekin,  on  which  the  JeCuits  have 
conferred  the  pompous  but  unmerited  title  of  the  TrUjuinil  of 
Mathematics.  He  was  accompanied  by  a  Portuguele  miinonary 
of  the  name  of  Sovca,  who  is  the  titular  Bifliop  of  Pckin,  Padre 
Antonio,  and  his  fecrctary,  both  Portugucfc,  aud  all  three 
members  of  the  faid  tribunal.  The  particular  obje&  of  their 
vifk  wa£  to  make  thcmfelvcs  fully  acquainted  with  the  nature 
xad  life  of  the  feveral  prefents  that  related  to  fidence,  and  ci'pc- 
cuMj  of  the  large  planetarium*  which  had  already  made  a  great 
Qoife  in  China,  In  order  that  they  might  be  able  to  give  a  pro- 
per deferipdoa  and  expUnation  to  his- Imperial  Majedy,  both 
of  this  inftrument,- and  of  all  the  others  conneQed  with  their 
departmrat,  and  to  aafwer  any  quellioa  coofiemi^g  then  that 
be  aiked. 

It  crested  no  foft  of  furprize  to  any  of  us,  on  finding  that  the 
Oiinefe  who  accompanied  thele  cevereod  gentlemen  were 
completely  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  a  complicate  machine, 
whole  motions,  regulated  bj  the  moft  ingenious  mechanirm 
that  had  ever  been*  conftrufiked  ia  Europe,  reprelented  all  thole 
even  of  the  moft  tnregular^and  ecwotric  of  ihe  heavenly  bodies  i 
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Bor  b  pereaving  tbat  lihey  leemed  to  be  ndusr  di%pomted  in 
the  Appeanooe  «nd  operatixms  of  tliU  inftrumeat.  It  was  tibm 
tious»  firom  the  few  queftioot  put  Iiy  the  prefident  of  thb  learned' 
body,  that  he  had  conceived  the  planetarium  to  be  ibmcthing 
fimilar  to  one  of  thofe  corioua  pieces  of  mufical  mechanifin 
which,  in  the  Canton  jargon,  are  called  ^ng-fii^t^  and  that 
nothing  more  was  neccOary  than  to  wind  it  |ip  like  a  jad^ 
when  it  would  immediately  fpin  round,  and  tell  him  every  thing 
that  he  wanted  to  know. 

But  the  difficulty  of  making  the  right  reverend  Billhop.  and 
Ids  colleagues  compreliend  the  jmndples  upon  which  it  waa 
cooftru£ked,  and  the  Several  phenomena  of  the  heavenly  bodies 
fxhibited  by  it,  conveyed  almoft  as  bad  an  opiiuon  of  their  adro* 
nomical  and  raatbemadcid  knowledge  at  of  that  of  their  prefident. 
The  prelate,  however,  appe(ffed  to  be  a  man  of  mild  and  placid 
temper,  pkafiog  manners,  and  of  a  moded  and  unaiTuming 
deportment.  His  fecretary  was  a  keen  fiiarp  fellow,  extremely 
inquifitlve,  and  refolved  not  to  lofe  the  little  knowledge  he 
might  acquire,  for  he  wrote  down  the  anfwer  to  every  queftion 
tliat  was  propofed. 

The  following  day  the  Bifhop  came  unattended  by  the  Chinefe 
part  of  their  board,  and  gave  us  fome  account  of  the  nature  of 
their  employ.  The  aftronomical  part  of  the  national  almanack^ 
fuch  as  calculating  eclipfcs,  tlic  times  of  new  and  full  moon^ 
the  rlfing  and  fettiiig  of  tlic  lun,  were,  as  he  infoniict!  iis,  en- 
trufted  to  him  and  h's  colleagues,  but  the  aftrological  part  was 
managed  by  a  committee  of  the  Chincfc  members.   He  cand  idly 
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Avowed  ditl  ndther  he  nor  anj  of  hU  European  brethren  woo 
well  qualified  for  the  uflc,  «nd  Chat  dxey  had  been  hitherto 
num  indebted  to  the  Connoijanw  de  terns  of  Paris  than^to  their 
own  ealculations.  That  having  exadly  afcertained  tl^e  diffe* 
fence  of  meridians  between  Pekin  and  Paris,  they  had  little  di& 
ficulty  in  reducing  the  calculationa  made  for  the  latter,  fo  as  to 
anfwcr  for  the  Ctuatlon  of  the  former,  at  Icafl:  to  a  degree  of 
accuracy  that  was  fufficiently  near  the  truth  not  to  be  detedked 
by  any  of  the  Chinefe  members.  . 

The  French  revolution  havinn:  piU  an  end  to  future  commu- 
nicalions  with  tliat  country  was  to  them  a  Icvere  blow^  in  this 
refpcdt,  though  the  fecretary  thought  he  could  now  manage  the 
calculation  of  an  eclipfe  fufficiently  corre<5l  to  pafs  current  with 
the  Chinefe.  Fortunately,  however,  Dodor  Dlnwiddie  had 
provided  himfelf  on  leaving  London  with  a  fet  of  the  nautical 
almanacks,  culculated  for  the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  up  to 
the  year  1800,  which  they  confideredas  an  invaluable  prefent. 

The  grandfons  of  the  Emperor  were  aimolt  daily  vifitors.  It 
ieems  there  is  a  Idnd  of  college  in  the  palace  for  their  education. 
Though  young  men  from  the  ages  of  fixteen  to  five*and-Cwenty, 
the  old  eunuch  ufed  frequently  to  pu(b  them  l^y  the  flioulden 
out  of  die  'ball  of  audience;  and,  on  expeffing  my  furpriie> 
to  Deodato  at  fuch  infolence,  he  informed  me  that  he  was  their 
th«r  governor! 

We  had  alfo  a  great  number  of  Tartar  genetab  and  military 
officers  who  had  heard  of  fwoid-bUdes  that  would  cut  iron 
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bars  without  Injuring  the  edge  ;  and  lb  great  was  their  aftonifti- 
ment  on  proving  the  fad,  that  ihey  could  icarccly  credit  the 
evidence  of  their  own  eyes.  We  could  not  confer  a  move  ac- 
ceptahle  prefent  on  a  military  officer  than  one  of  Gill's  fword- 
blades ;  and  from  the  eager  applications  made  for  them,  as  \vc 
pafled  through  the  country,  the  introdudliou  of  them  through 
Canton,  in  the  regular  courie  of  trade,  would,  I  fliould  fuppofe, 
be  no  difHcult  taik. 

But  the  two  elegant  carriages  made  by  Halchett  puzzled  the 
Ghinefe  more  than  any  of  the  other  prefents.  Nothing  of  the 
Idnd  had  ever  been  feen  at  the  capital ;  and  the  dUjputes  among 
themielTet  as  to  the  part  which  was  intended  £ot  the  feat  of  die 
Emperor  were  whimfica!  eaough.  The  hammer-doth  that  co* 
vered  the  box  o£  the  winter  carriage  bad  a  tmut  edging,  and 
^  vras  ornamented  with  fSitftooiia  of  rofea.  Its  splendid  s^ewnaioc 
and  elevated  fituadon  determioated  it  at  onciCi  in  the  opiolop  of 
the  majority,  to  be  the  Emperor'-s  feat}  b«t  a  difficulty  arofe 
iiow  to  appropriate  the  hifide  of  the  carriage.  They  examined 
the  window!,  the  biinda,  and  ^  ikreens,  and  at  laft  coQchide^s 
that  it  could  be'  for  nobody  but  hia  hdica.  The  old  eiuuch 
aune  tome  for  information*  and  when  he  learned  th^t  the  fine 
tkvated  box  was  to  be  the  ieat  of  the  mm  wbo  mani^  the 
liories,  -and  that  llie  Emperor's  place  was  within,  he  aiked  mci 
with  a  fneer,  if  I  fuppofed  the  Ta^tabMig^  would  fufl^  any 
man  to  ik  higher  than  himfelf,  and  to  torn  his  back  towards 
him  I  and  he  wi0ied  to  know  if  we  could  not  contrive  to  have 
the  €oach-boK  removed  and  placed  fomewhere  behind  the  body 
of  diecarriage. 

<L  A  remark* 
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A  remarkable  circumftance,  not  cafily  to  be  accounted  for, 
occurred  in  opening  a  calk  of  Birmingham  hardware.  Every 
one  knows  the  neceflity  of  exchidlng  the  fea-air  as  much  as 
pofTible  from  highly  polii>.cd  articles  of  iron  and  fteel,  and  ac- 
cordingly all  fuch  articles  intciuicd  to  be  knt  abroad  are  packed 
with  the  greateft  care.  The  calks,  or  cales,  are  made  as  tight 
ns  pnflible  and  covered  with  pitched  canvas.  Such  was  the 
calk  in  qucftion.  Yet,  when  the  head  was  taken  oft',  and  a  few 
of  the  packages  renioved,  an  cntJinious  large  fcorpion  was 
fcnnui  in  the  niidft  of  the  cafk,  nearly  in  a  torpid  ilatc,  but  it 
quickly  recovered  on  expofurc  to  the  warm  air. 

Tbe  thing  we  know  b  neither  rich  nor  me,, 
**  But  wonder  how  the  devil  it  got  there  f  * 

Among  the  prefcnts  carried  into  Tartary  was  a  colledioa  of 
prints,  chiefly  portraits  of  Englilh  nobility  and  diftinguiflied 
pcrloiis ;  and  to  make  the  prcfent  more  acceptable,  they  were 
bound  up  in  three  volumes  in  yellow  Morocco.  The  Emperor 
was  fo  pleafed  with  this  coUeQion)  that  he  fenC  it  cxpreis  to 
iuen-mn-yueu  to  have  the  name,  rank^  aad  office  of  each  por* 
trait  tranflated  into  the  MantchoO  and  -CUode  languages.  The 
Tartar  writer  got  on  pretty  well,  but  the  Chioefe  iecretar/  wm 
not  a  little  puzzled  with  the  B,  the  D,  and  the  R,  that  fo  fre« 
quently  recurred  in  the  Englifh  names.  The  Duke  of  MarU 
borough  was  Tothke  Ma-^'pihlt^^  and  Bedford  was  transformed 
to  iV-  te-fo-ul'U*  But  here  a  more  ferious  difficulty  occurred  than 
that  of  writing  the  name.  The  rank  was  alfo  to  be  written 
down,  and  on  coming  to  the  portrait  of  this  nobleman,  (which 
was  a  proof  impreffioa  of  the  print,  engraved  from  a  pi^ure  by 
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Sir  Jofiiua  Reynolds,  vrhen  the  late  Duke  of  Bedford  was  a. 
youth,)  I  told  theChuiefe  to 'write  him  down  a  To'ptii  or  great 
nan  of  the  fecond  order.  He  inftantly  obfenred  that  I  fiiretyi 
meant  bis  father  was  a  la-giit,  I  then  explained  to  him  thac^ 
aceordiog  to  our  laws,  the  fon  fucceeded  to  the  rank  of  the  fa^ 
ther,  and  that  wkh  us  it  was  by  no  means  neceflary,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  iirft  rank  in  the  country,  that  a  man  (hould  be  of 
a  certain  age,  be  poflcfllcd  of  fuperior  talents,  or  fultable  quali- 
fications. That  ihefe  were  fometimes  conducive  to  high  ho- 
nours, yet  that  a  great  part  of  the  legiflative  body  of  the  na- 
tion were  entitled  to  their  rank  and  fituation  by  birth.  They 
laughed  heartily  at  the  idea  of  a  n.  in  l)Llng  born  a  legiflator, 
when  it  recjuircd  fo  many  years  of  dole  application  to  enable 
one  of  their  countrymen  to  pafs  his  examination  for  the  very 
lowed  order  of  ftatc-ofiicers.  As,  however,  the  defcendants  of 
Confucius  continue  to  enjoy  a  fort  of  nominal  rank,  and  as 
their  Emperor  can  alfo  confer  an  hcjcdltary  dignity,  without 
entitling  to  ofTice,  emolument,  or  exclufive  privilege,  they 
confidered  his  Grace  mipht  be  one  of  tl^is  dcfcription,  and 
•\vroic  down  his  rank  accordingly  ;  but  they  pcfitivdy  rcfufed  to 
give  him  the  title  o(  Taghi,  or  great  man,  afl:in[r  me,  if  I 
thought  their  Emperor  was  fo  ftupid  as  not  to  know  the  impof- 
fibility  of  a  little  boy  having  attained  the  rank  of  a  great  man* 

About  the  14th  of  September,  or  three  days  before  the  Ktnpe-t 
Tor's  !iirth-clav,  PiiJrc  Avfchno,  the  jtrocuiator  for  the  tniiHon 
<U  propaganda  fuk ^  delivered  mc  letters  from  Macao  for  the  Ein- 
balTador,  which  the  Chinefe  refufed  to  fend  to  Gehol,  though 
daily  exprefles  went  to  and  from  that  place.    AnJdmQ.  hinted  to 
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me  that  the  late  viceroy  of  Canton,  who  was  no  friend  to  the 

Engllfh,  had  arrived,  and  that  he  feared  all  was  not  right.  That 
the  Tartar  legate  had  been  degraded  from  his  rank  for  deceivii^ 
the  Eftjperor,  and  particularly  for  not  paying  his  perfonal  re- 
fpe^ts  to  the  Embaflador  on  board  his  fhip  wlien  in  Tien-fing 
roads.  That  the  peacock's  feather,  which  lie  wore  in  his  cap 
as  a  mark  of  his  maftcr's  favour,  was  exchanged  for  a  crow*» 
fail,  the  fign  of  great  difgrace,  and  that  the  confideratlon  of 
his  age  and  his  family  had  alone  faved  him  from  banifhmcnc. 
The  Emperor,  it  feems,  having  heard  that  the  Embaflador  had 
his  pidure  in  his  cabin  on  board  the  Lion,  aOced  the  legate 
whether  It  was  like  him,  upon  which  it  came  out  that  he  had 
never  been  near  the  Lion,  as  hi&  orders  dlreded  him. 

On  the  17th,  being  the  Emperor's  birth-day,  all  the  princes 
and  officers  about  the  palace  alTembled  in  their  robes  of  cere- 
mony, to  make  their  obeifance  to  the  throne  in  the  great 
hall  of  audience.  On  this  occafion  were  placed  on  the  floor 
before  the  throne,  on  three  linall  tripods,  a  cup  of  tea,  of  oil, 
and  of  rice,  perhaps  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the  Emperor  be- 
ing the  proprietary  of  the  Ibil,  of  which  thete  are  three  material 
produfls.  The  old  eunuch  told  me  that  I  might  remain  in 
the  hall  during  the  ceremony,  if  1  would  confent  to  perform  it 
with  them,  and  offered  to  inftrucl  nic  in  it.  Ele  faid  that  all 
the  officers  of  government,  in  every  part  of  the  empire,  made 
ihetr  proArations  to  the  name  of  the  Emperor  infcribed  on  yei> 
low  filk  on  that  day. 

Two 


Digitizeo  by  v^oogle 


TftUlVELS  IM  CRIKA.  117 

Two  days  after  this,  on  going  as  ufual  in  the  morning  to  the  hatt 
of  ftudience,  I  found  the  doors  {hut  and  the  old  eunuch,  who  kept 
the  keys,  walking  about  in  fo  fuUen  a  mood  that  I  could  OQCgSt 
from  him  afingle  word.  Different poaiptt  of  officen  were  afienv 
bled  in  the  court-yard,  all  looking  aa  if  fometbing  very  dreadful 
cither  had  occurred,  or  was  about  to  happen.    Nobody  would 
fpeak  to  mc,  nor  could  I  get  the  leaft  explanation  of  tl,is  extraor- 
dinary ccnduQ,  till  at  length  our  friend Deodato  appeared  with 
a  countenance  no  lefs  woeful  than  thofe  of  the  officers  of  govern- 
ment, and  the  old  eunuch.    I  alkcd  him  what  was  the  matter  i 
His  anfwcr  was,  We  are  all  loft,  ruined,  and  undone  !  He 
then  informed  me  that  intelligence  had  anived  from  Gchol, 
ftating,  that  Lord  Macartney  had  refufed  to  comply  with  the 
ceremony  of  pruilratlng  himfclf,  like  the  Embafladors  of  tribu- 
tary princes,  nine  times  lxu<rc  the  Emperor,  unlefs  one  of 
equal  rank  with  himfelf  Ih^uld  go  through  the  lame  ceremony 
before  the  portrait  nF  -lis  Britannic  Majefty  :  that  rather  thaa 
do  this  they  ha  1  accepted  his  offer  to  perform  the  (ame  ce- 
renuMiy  of  riM'ped  to  the  Emperor  as  to  his  own  fovereign. 
Tha*:  a.'.i  o        little  was  thought  of  this  affair  at  Gehol,  the 
grcac  cf  cti>  ui  (late  in  the  tribunal  or  department  of  ceremo- 
nies in  Pckin  were  mnrtificJ,  and  perplexed,  and  alarmed  ;  and 
that,  in  (hort,  it  was  impoflible  to  fay  what  might  be  the  coafe- 
quencr  r  f  an  eveat  unpreceilenied  in  the  aanals  of  the  empire. 
Th-t  tlic  Emperor,  when  !ic  began  to  tliinlc  more  leriouily  011  the 
fu!)je<£V,  n.igiit  poffibly  impcacfi  thofe  before  the  criminal  tribu- 
nal who  had  advifed  him  to  accede  to  fuch  a  propolal,  on  rc- 
fleding  how  much  his  dignity  had  fuffercd  by  the  compliance  ; 
and  that  the  records  of  the  couairy  mi^ht  h^d  ii  dovttx  to  pof- 
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tedty,  as  an  event  that  had  tarnidied  the  luftre  o£  hi»  reign,  be- 
jng  nothing  (bort  of  breakup  through  an  ancient  cudom,  and 
•adoptiag  one  of  a  barbarous  nation  in  its  place.  Deodato 
ihottght  even  that  its  ill  efie^s  might  extend  to  them,  as  Euro- 
peans, and  might  injure  the  cauTe  which  was  the  firft  objeft  of 
their  miiiioB. 

I  found  it  in  vain  to  put  into  good  humour  that  day  cither 
the  officers  of  government,  or  the  eunuchs,  or  even  the  mif- 
fionariesj  aiod  our  table  was  very  materially  afieded  by  it,  both 
in  the  number  and  the  quality  of  diihes;>~-a  criterion  from 
which,  more  thah  any  other,  a  judgment  may  be  furmeJ  of 
the  ftate  of  mind  in  which  a  Cirinclc  happens  to  be.  Some- 
thing of  the  fame  kind,  it  fcctn*^,  occurred  at  Gehol.  1  rom 
the  time  the  ErabafTador  ber^^an  to  make  conditions,  hi'^  table 
was  abridged,  under  an  idea  that  he  might  be  flarvcd  into  an  ♦ 
unconditional  compliance.  Finding  this  experiment  fail,  they 
had  recourfc  to  a  diticrent  condud,  and  became  all  kludnefs  ai)d 
complaifance. 

The  ill-humour  occafioncd  by  the  ncvs  s  from  Gcbol  gradually 
wore  off,  but  1  obferved  that  tlic  princes  who  had  hitherto 
been  daily  vifitors  now  kept  cnthcly  away  ;  and  the  old  eunuch, 
when  put  out  of  his  way,  ulcd  to  apply  to  us  the  epithet  of 
proud,  headilrong  EngUihmen. 

On  the  26th  the  Embaflador  (during  whofe  fiay  at  Gehol 
in  Tartary  an  account  of  all  that  pafled  there  is  given  in  Sir 
George  Staunton's*  book)  returned  to  Pekin,  when  the  re- 
(   '  •  maindcr 
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ttdoder  of  the  prefeott  were  feht  to  YueiiFmiiirytieii;  Amuiw 
bar  of  Tartar  princes  and  great  officers  of  ftate  came  to  lodk 
at  thofe  fitted  tip  in  the  hall  of  audience*  and  (eented  extremely 
Iblicitous  that  the  whole  ihould  be  got  ready  without  delay* 
Notice  was  alfo  given  that,  on  the  ^oih  the  Emperor  wooU 
inlpe£t  the  prefents.   This  was  the  day  fixed  for  his  return^, 
and  it  was .  notified  to  the  Embaflador  that  it  was  an  ufual 
compliment  for.  aR  public  officers  to  meet  hinuon  the  road,  at 
the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  the  capital.  Accord* 
mgly,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  we  were-  * 
all  mounted'  and  arrived  at  om  ground  about  fijc    The  whofe- 
road  had  been  newly  made,  rolted*'as  IWd  a»  a  Bowling-green,, 
watered  to  keep  down  the  duft  and,  on  each  fide,  at  the  di^ 
tance  of  about  fifty  yards  from  each  other,  were  fmall  triangular 
poles  ereded,^from  which  were  fufpended  painted  lanterns. 

They  brought  us  into  a  kind  of  guard-houfe,  where  tea  and' 
other  refreniments  were  prepared,  after  which  we  took  our  ftfr. 
don  on  a- high  bank  on  the  left  of  the  road.    On  each  fide,,  as 
far  cis  tlic  eye  could  reach,  were  feveral  thoufands.  of  the  great 
officers  of  flate  in  their  habits  of  ceremony;  Tartar  troops  In 
their  holiday  drciTes ;  fiandard-bearers  without  number,,  mili- 
tary mufic,  and  officers  of  the  houfehold,.  lining,  the  two -fides- 
of  the  road.   The  approach  of  the  Emperor  was  announced 
a  blaft  of  the  trumpet,  followed  by^foftet^  mafic,,  **  and  at  that 
**  time  when  all  the  people  heaid  the  fouiid  of  the  cornet,  flutes* 
'^harp,  fiickbut, '  pCiltety,  and  all  kinds,  of  mufic,.  then  the 
princes,  the  governors,  and  captains^  the  judges,  the  tkeft* 
*f  fiirers,^  the  amnfellon,.  the  iherifis,  and  idl  the  rulers  of  the 
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*^  provinces,  thtf  wcfe  gathered  togctber,  611  domu  and  wor« 
^  fliipped,"  exoBft  cotMO  ftnHigm»  who^  beii^  obftinately 
nfolvcdcodoiiegnMer  hoingetoany  ibftidgadiAnwhat  ta 
leqiAwd  hf  their  own  fcveidgQ,  bent  one  knee  only  to  tiie 
^jcoond*  ^ 

The  Emperor  waa  eanicd  hy  eig^t  men  in  a  Und  of  ftdan 
diair,  whidi  waa  feUowed  by  a  dumfey  ftaie  chariot  upon  two 
wheels,  and  witbout  iprioga.  He  bowed  verygraicioufly  to  t|M 
Endiaflkbr  aa  be  pafled,  and  lent  a  meflage  to  him  to  fay  that, 
linderftanding  be  waa  not  weU«  he  advUed  bim  to  retam  im- 
mediately to  Pddn,  and  not  toilop  at  TuenFmin-yueo,  aa  waa 
intended. 

The  morning  bdng  Teiy  cold^  we  wete  defirona  to  get  home 
aafifta8wee6uld|  and  aecccduigly  galloped  along  with  finne  of 
die  Tartar  eanlry*  When  we  arrived  under  the  walla  of  Febln^ 
we  tamed  our  borfea  towarda  a  diftrent  gale  to  that  tbtoogb 
whieb  we  were  accuftomed  to  pals,  in  order  to  fee  a  little 
more  of  die  eity*  Bat  one  of  our  condudors,  who  bad 
diciiglrt  it  Ilia  duly  not  to  lofe  fig^  <^  oa,  in  peredving  va 
luddng  a  wrong  torn,  hallowed  out  with  all  his  might.  We 
pttlited  forward,  however,  and  got  through  the  gate,  but  we 
^reie  porfued  wkb  fiadi  a  hue  and  cry,  that  we  were  gUd  to 
nfiatpe  tbion^  one  of  the  crofs  ftreets  leading  to  our  hofed, 
wheie  we  iBiiicd  witb  at  lead  a  buodred  ibidien  at  our 
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On  the  ift  ofOdobcr  the  Emperor,  attended  by  a  Tartar, 
lnlpe£ted  the  prefents  in  the  hall  of  audtenee  and  examined 
them  With  minute  attention.  He  defired  the  Tartar  prince  to 
tell  us,  through  Deodato,  that  the  accounts  he  had  received 
of  our  good  conduct  at  Tuea-mia-yuen  gave  him  great  pleafure, 
and  that  he  had  ordered  a  prefent  to  be  made  to  each  of  U8,  as 
a  proof  of  his  entire  lattsfadion.  Thu  prefent  was  brought, 
after  his  departure  from  the  hall,  hy  the  old  eunuch,  who  took 
care  to  tell  us  that  before  vre  received  it  we  muft  make  nine 
proftrations  according  to  the  Chinefe  cuftom*  I  made  him  no 
anfwer,  but  requefted  Deodato  to  explain  to  the  Tartar  prince, 
Tvho  was  flill  prefent,  that  being  under  the  orders  of  the  Em» 
bjfTador  we  did  not  think  curfclves  authorized  to  do  what  he 
had  found  good  to  refufe,  but  that  we  had  not  the  leaft  objedion 
to  go  through  the  fame  ceremony  that  he  had  done  at  Gehol. 
The  Tartar  prince  immediately  anfwered  that  nothinj^  further 
was  rc(jiiircd.  We  accordingly  placed  one  knee  on  the  lowell 
ftcp  leading  to  the  tluonc.  The  prefent  confifted  of  rolls 
of  fdk  and  feveral  pieces  of  filver  call  in  the  form  of  a 
Tartar  Ihoe,  without  any  mark  or  infoiptioQ  on  tlicm,  and  each 
about  the  weight  of  an  ounce. 

The  prefents  bcinj;  now  all  delivered,  and  the  Embaifador 
informed  by  the  miffionaries  that  preparations  were  making  for 
our  departure,  the  ufual  time  being  nearly  expired,  his  Excel- 
lency was  defirous  of  having  the  day  fixed,  and  for  this  pUft* 
pofe  difpatched  a  note  to  the  firft  minifter,  who  fent  an  an* 
fwer  by  the  Tartar  l^ate  to  inform  him  that,  to  prevent  any 
likelihood  of  bdng  fuipiized  by  the  approaching  bad  weather^ 
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die  Emperor  bad  named  the  7th  inftantfor  the  beginning  of 
our  journey;  and  had  given  orders  that  every  honour  and  <li^ 
tia&ioa  (hould  be  pud  to  the  EmbalTy  on  the  road. 

But  before  I  qt'-t  thclc  renowned  gardens  of  Yuen-mln-yuen, 
it  will  nalurjlly  be  txpc<fled  I  fliouUl  lay  junictbing  on  their  fub- 
jcdk.  From  all  that  I  had  heard  and  read  of  ilie  grandeur  and 
beauty  of  tlic  rccncry  and  the  magnificence  of  palaces,  I  had 
certainly  expelled  to  meet  with  a  ftyle  of  gardening  and  laying 
out  of  ground-;  fuperior,  or  at  leafl  cc|iial,  to  any  thing  in  the 
fame  line  in  Europe ;  and,  perhaps  indeed,  I  might  have  been 
fully  gratified  in  all  my  expedations  provided  no  reftraint  had 
been  thrown  upon  our  walks,  which  was  fur  from  being  the 
cafe.  All  the  little  excurfions  I  made  were  by  ftcakh.  Evers 
in  the  (hort  diAance  between  the  hall  of  audience  and  our  lodg- 
ings, which  might  be  about  three  hundred  paces,  we  were  con- 
tinually watched.  The  idea  of  being  Aoppeti  hj  an  eunuch  or 
fome  p£  the  inferior  officers  belon^ng  tc  the  court,  was  fuflicl- 
ent  to  put  us  on  our  guard  agsunft  meeting  with  any  fuch  morti- 
fication ;  pride,  in  fuch  circuaftances,  generally  gets  the  better 
of  the  defire,  however  ftrong,  of  gratifying  curioiity.  I  ibm*- 
times,  however,  ventured  to  ftroll  from  our  lodging  in  the  even- 
ing in  order  to  take  a  ilolen  glance  at  thefe  celebrated  gardens. 

The  grounds  of  Tucn-mri-yuen  are  calculated  to  comprehend 
an  extent  of  at  leaft  ten  Englifh  miles  in  diameter,  or  about 
fixty  thoufand  acres,  a  great  part  ot  which,  however,  is  wades 
and  woodland.  The  general  appearance  of  thofe  parts  near 
wbere  we  lodged,  as  to  the  natural  furface  of  the  country,  bro- 
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ken  into  hill  and  dale,  and  divcrfified  with  wood  jind  hwn, 
may  be  compared  with  Richmond  park,  to  which,  however,  they 
add  the  very  great  advantage  of  abundance  of  canals,  rivers,  and 
large  (heets  of  water,  whofe  banks,  although  artificial,  are  neithoT 
trimmed,  nor  Ihora,  nor  iloped,  like  the  glacis  of  a  fortificatioOt 
but  have  been  thrown  up  with  immenfe  labour  in  an  irregular^ 
and,  as  it  were,  fortuitous  manner,  fo  as  to  reprefent  the  free 
hajid  of  nature.  Bold  rocky  promontories  are  feen  jutting  into 
a  lake,  and  vallies  retiring,  fomc  choaked  with  wood,  others 
in  a  flate  of  high  cultivation.  In  particular  fpots  wliere  plea- 
fure-houfcs,  or  places  of  reft;  or  retirement,  were  crcded,  the 
views  appeared  to  have  been  ftudied.  The  trees  were  not  only 
placed  according  to  their  magnitudes,  but  the  tints  of  their 
foliage  fecmcd  alio  to  have  been  confidered  in  the  compofition 
of  the  pidure,  which  fome  of  the  landfcapes  might  be  called 
with  great  propriety.  But,  if  an  opinion  may  be  formed  from 
thofe  parts  of  them  which  I  have  feen,  and  I  underftood  there 
is  a  great  fimilarity  throughout  the  whole,  they  fall  very  ftiort 
of  the  fanciful  and  extravagant  defcriptions  that  Sir  William 
Chambers  has  given  of  Cbinefe  gardening.  Mjich,  how|eyer» 
has  been  done,  and  nodiuig  that  I  law  could  be  (»nfidefed'at 
an  o£feaoe  to  nature. 

Thirty  dilltn^  placesof  refidence  for  the  Emperor,  with  all  i^c  ' 
necelfary  appendages  of  building  to  each,  fpr  lodging  the  fede- 
ral officers  ftate,  who  are  requiied  to  be  prefent  on  court 
day*  and  {Murtkular  occafions,  for  the  eunuchs,  (ervants,  and 
artificer!)  each  compofiog  a  village  of  no  inconliderable  magni- 
.tudci  fure  iaid  to  he  contained  within  the  inclofure  of  thefe  gar- 
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dens.  Thefe  aflemblages  of  buildings,  which  they  digniiy  with 
the  name  of  palaces,  are,  however,  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  be 
more  remarkable  for  their  number  than  for  their  fplcndour 
or  magnificence.  A  great  proportion  of  the  Iniildiiicr^  cmdifls 
in  mean  cottages.  The  very  dwelling  of  the  £mpcror  and  the 
grand  hall  in  which  he  gives  andience,  when  divefted  of  the  gild- 
ing tnd  the  gaudy  ooloan  with  wluch  thej  are  daubed,  are 
little  fuperior,  and  much  left  folid,  tbaa  lihe  baros  of  a  Tub-' 
ftantial  £ng^'  firmer.  Thdr  apartments  are  as  deficient  in 
pfoportion,  as  thdr  conftnidHon  is  Toid  of  every  rule  and  prio- 

'  aple  which  we  are  apt  to  confider  as  eflential  to  architeduiei 
The  principal  hall  of  audience  at  Yuen-min-yuen  ftood  upon  a 
platform  of  granite,  raiied  about  Ibur  feet  above  die  level  of  the 
coon*  A  row  of  large  wooden  columns  furrounding  the  build- 
ing fupported  the  proje€ling  roof ;  and  a  fccond  row  within 
the  firft,  and  corrcfponding  with  it  (the  interftices  betn-cen 
the  columns  being  tilled  up  with  brick-work  to  the  height  of 
about  four  feet)  ferved  for  the  wails  of  tlie  room.  The  upper 
part  of  thefe  walls  was  a  kind  of  lattice-work,  covered  over 
vnih  large  rt\eets  ot  oiled  paper,  and  was  capable  of  being 
thrown  entirely  open  on  public  occafions.  The  wooden  co- 
lumns had  no  oq^tals,  and  die  only  architrave  was  the  hmU 
wauX  beam  Aat  fupported  tlie  rafters  of  the  roof.  This, « in 
i&nGL  contnufidioa  to  the  eftabliflied  mode  in  European  aithi- 
tefiiire,  was  the  uppermoft  member  of  what  might  be  called 

'  die  entaUatnre  or  firiie^  wMch  was  a  broad  Iknen  of  wood» 
laftened  between  the  upper  part  of  the  columns,  punted  widk 
die  moft  vivid  colours  of  blue,  red,  and  green,  and  interlarded 
with  gUdiags  and  the  whole  had  net-work  oiF  wire  ftretcfa^ 

over 
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over  it,  to  prevent  its  being  defiled  by  fwallows,  and  otiber 
birds  frequenting  human  dwellings.  The  length  of  this  room 
within  was  one  hundred  and  ten  feet,  breadth  forty-two,  and 
height  twenty  feet :  the  celling  painted  with  circles,  fquares,  and 
polygons,  whimfically  difpofed,  and  loaded  with  a  great  TaiieC^ 
of  colours.  The  floor  was  paved  with  grey  marble  flag  ftones 
laid  chequer- wife.  The  throne,  placed  in  a  recefs,  was  fup- 
ported  by  rows  of  pillars  painted  red  like  thole  without.  It 
confifted  entirely  of  wood,  nqt  unlike  mahogany,  the  carving 
of  which  was  exquifitely  fine.  The  only  furniture  was  a  pair 
of  brafs  kettle  drums,  two  large  paintings,  two  pair  of  ancient 
blue  porcelain  vafes,  a  few  volumes  of  matiufcripts,  and  a  table 
at  one  end  of  the  room  on  which  was  placed  an  old  Englifh 
chiminc!;  clock,  niade  in  the  feventeenth  century  by  one  Clarke 
of  L  ^acidiall-fl-ieet,  and  which  our  old  friend  the  eunuch  had 
tlic  impudence  to  tell  us  was  the  workmanfliip  of  a  Chinefe.  A 
pair  of  circular  fans  made  of  tbe  wing  feathers  of  the  Argus 
pheafant,  and  mounted  on  long  poUflied  ebony  poles  ftood,  one 
on  each  fide  of  the  throne,  over  .which  was  written  in  four  cfaM 
raders,  true,  great,  refulgent,  fplendor and  under  thefe, 
in  a  lozengei  the  chara&er  of  &pp  'tnefs.  In  the  different  courts 
were  feveral  miferable  attempu  at  fculpture,  and  fomc  bronze 
figures,  but  all  the  objeds  were  fiwdful,  diftorted,  and  entirely 
out  of  nature.  The  only  fpecimen  of  workmanlhip  about  the 
pakec,  that  would  bear  a  clofe  examination,  befides  the  carv- 
ing of  the  throne,  was  a  brick  wall  endofing  the  flower  gar- ' 
den,  which,  perhaps,  in  no  refped  U  exceeded  by  any  thing  of 
the  fort  in  England. 


With 
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With  regard  to  the  architedure  and  gardening  of  the  Chinefe, 
it  may  be  cxpcQed  that  I  Ihould  give  a  more  detailed  defcrip- 
tioa,  or  offer  fome  opinion  on  thoTe  ful>je<^  The  little  I 
ioLV  to  &y  on  the  former  will  be  refervcd  for  aoodier  place ; 
and,  with  refpeft  to  the  litter,  I  regret  that  I  had  not  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  ib  much  as  I  could  have  wifhed,  and  particuc 
haij  the  Emperot's  great  paik  at  Gehol,  which,  firom  the  de* 
fo^dcm  of  die  Emhaflador,  ieemed  to  be  alntoft  unriTalled  ftr 
its  features  of  beauty,  fubliinity,  and  amenttj.  But  my  own 
deficiency  will  be  amply  filled  up  with  an  c^a£t  or  two  firom 
the  Journal  of  hts  Lordfliip,  wholis  tafte  and  ikilt  in  landicape 
gardeninjg;  are  fo  wdl  known.  I  have  indeed  much  to  .regret 
that  I  could  not  eniich  the  prelent  wovk  with  moie  extradi 
fipomit,  but  as  it  makes  a  complete  pi£hire  of  Itfelf  the  partial 
iclcQion  of  detadied  paits  mig^t  have  been  injurious  to  it,  by 
conveying  wrong  impieffions,  when  unconneded  with  the  reft. 
I  am,  therefore,  the  more  obliged  (and  gladly  embrace  this  op- 
portunity of  expreffing  the  obligations  I  feel)  to  his  l«0fdihip,  for 
what  litde  he  has  allowed  me  tonanicribe. 

Speaking  of  the  route  from  Pekin  to  Gehol  in  Tartary,  Lord 
Macartney  obferves :  "  Our  journey,  upon  the  whole,  has  been 
**  very  pleaiant  and,  being  divided  into  feven  days,  not  at  all 

fatiguing.    At  the  end  of  every  ftage  we  have  been  lodged 

•*  and  entertained  in  the  wings  or  houfes  adjoining  to  the  Em- 
"  peror's  palaces.  Thefe  palaces,  which  occur  at  fliort  dif- 
*'  tances  from  each  other  on  the  road,  have  been  built  for  his 
*'  reception,  on  his  annual  vifit  to  Tartary.  They  are  con- 
>*  ftru£ted  upon  nearly  the  iame  plan  and  in  the  fame  taAe. 

They 
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".Theylroilt  the  fouth,  and  are  ufually  fituated  on  irregular 
**  ground  near  the  bafi«  of  gentle  hills  which,  together  with 
"  ther  adjoining  vallies,  arc  enclofed  by  high  walls  and  laid 
**  out  in  parks  and  pleafure  grounds,  with  every  pofTible  atteil- 
**  tion  to  pidlurcfque  beauty.    Whenever  water  can  be  brought 
**  into  the  view  it  is  not  negleded  ;  the  diftant  hiils  are  planted, 
*•  cultivated,  or  left  naked,  according  to  their  accompaniments 
•*  in  the  profpeit.    The  wall  is  often  concealed  in  a  funk  fence, 
**  in  order  to  give  an  idea  of  greater  extent.    A  Chinefe  gar- 
•*  dener  is  the  painter  of  nature,  and  though  totally  ignorant  of 
**  perfpedive,  as  a  fcience,  produces  the  happieft  effedls  by  the 
management,  or  rather  pencilling,  of  diftances,  if  I  may  ufe 
*  the  cxprcfTion,  by  relieving  or  keeping  down  the  features 
•*  of  the  fcene,  by  contrafting  trees  of  a  bright  with  thofe  of  a 
*•  duiky  foliage,  by  bringing  them  forward,  or  throwing  them 
**  back,  according  to  their  bulk  and  their  figure,  and  by  intro- 
'*  ducing  bdldingi  of  diffisent  dimenfions,  dther  heightened  by 
"  ftrong  colooring,  or  ftltened  by  fimplicity  add  omUfioa  df 
**  ornadienc. 

The  Empertoliaving  been  tirfbrmed  that,  in  the  conrfe  of 
"  our  ttavels  in  China  wehad  'fliewn  a  ftfong  dedre  of  feeing 
**  every  thing  curious  and  interefling,  was  "pleifed  to  give  di- 

reOions  to  the  'fii^ft  minifter  to  iheW  us  his  park  or  garden  ft 
**.  Gehol.  It  Willed m  ^XindtTat^fioo-ju^  W'Pafradife  of 
**  ten  thou&nd  (or  innumerable)  trteik  In  bider  ib  h'a're  thta 

gratification  (Which  is  coofidered  as  an  inftanee  of  iiiicom- 
**  tnoii  fitvour)  we  rofe  this  morning  at  three  o'clock  and  ^ent 
^  to  the  palace  where  we  waited,  xAbi^  ^iih  all  the^great  of- 

•*  ficers 
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*'  ficcrs  of  Rate,  for  three  liours  (fuch  is  the  etiquette  of  the 
*'  place)  till  lilt  Emperor's  appearance.  At  laft  he  came  forth, 
*'  borae  in  the  ulual  manner  by  fixteen  perfons  on  a  high  opea 
"  palankeen,  attended  by  guards,  mufic,  ftandards,  and  um- 
"  hrcUas  without  number ;  and  ohferving  us,  as  we  ftood  in 
*'  ihu  iVont  line,  gracioufly  beckoned  U5  to  approach,  having 
"  ordered  his  people  to  ftop ;  he  catered  into  convtriation 
•*  with  us  ;  and,  with  great  affability  of  manner,  told  us  that 
"  he  was  on  his  way  to  the  pagoda,  where.he  ufually  paid  his 
**  morning  devotions ;  tbat  m  we  profeiTed  a  different  reli^oa 
"  from  his  he  would  noc  alk  us  to  accompany  him,  but  that 
**  be  had  ordered  hit  firft  minifter  and  chief  CoIaos  to  condud 
**  us  through  hb  garden^  and  to  (hew  us  whateTeriHrewere  de« 
Grous  of  feeing  there. 

.      Haying  cxpreQed  my  fenfe  of  this  mark  of  his  condeicen- 
**  fion  in  the  proper  manner,  and  mj  increafing  admiration  of 
**  every  thing  I  had  yet  obierved  at  Gehol,  I  retired  and» 
whilft  he  proceeded  to  his  adorations  at  the  pi^joda,  I  accom- 
*'  panied  the  minifierB  and  odier  great  Colaos     the  court  to 
a  pavilion  prepared  for  tts»  from  whence,  after  a  (horc  coUa* 
tioD,  we  fet  out  on  horleback  to  view  this  wonderful  garden. 
We  rode  about  three  miles  throi^h  a  very  beautiful  park  kept 
in  the  higheft  order  and  much  xelembling  the  approach  to 
Luton  In  Bedfordlhire;  the  grounds  gently  undulated  and 
•    chequered  with  various  groupes  of  well  cqntrafled  trees  In 
•*  the  offskip.    As  we  moved  onward  an  extcnfive  lake  ap- 
peared  before  us,  the  extremities  of  which  feemed  to  lofe 
tbemielves  in  diftance  and  oUcuritj.   Here  was  a  large  and 

3  "  magnificent 
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"  magnificent  yacht  ready  to  xtceive  il9»  and  a  number  of 
"  fmaller  ones  for  the  attendants,  elegantly  fitted  up  iuA 
*'  adorned  vvkh  nutnbcrlcfs  vanes,  pendants,  and  ftreamcrs. 
"  The  fliorcs  pf  tliu  lake  have  all  the  varieties  of  ihape,  which 
"  the  fancy  ot  a  painter  can  delineate,  and  arc  fo  indented  with 
"  bays,  or  broken  with  projcdUons,  that  alrnod  every  ftroke  of 
*'  the  oar  brought  a  new  and  unexpected  ohje(fl  to  our  view. 
*'  Nor  are  iflands  wanting,  but  they  arc  fituated  only  where 
**  they  fhoiild  be,  each  in  its  proper  place  and  having  its 
*'  proper  eharadler :  one  marked  by  a  pagoda,  or  other 
•*  building;  one  quite  dcRitutc  of  ornament;  fome  fmooth 
"  aqd  level ;  fonvc  llecp  and  uneven  ;  and  others  frowning 
*'  with  wood,  or  fmiling  with  culture.     ^\'!lerc  any  things 

particularly  interefling  were  10  be  fccu  we  difcmbarkcd,  from 
"  time,  to  tinic,  to  vifn  liicm,  and  1  dare  fay  that,  in  the 
"  courfc  of  our  voyage,  we  flopped  at  forty  or  fifty  difie- 
•*  rent  palaces  or  pavilions.  Thefe  are  all  furnilhed  in  the 
**  richeft  manner  with  pi(5lurc8  of  the  Emperor*8  huntings 

and  progrefles,  witH  ftupendous  vafes  of  jafper  and  agate ; 
**  with  the  fi.ncfl  porcelam  and  Japan,  and  with  every  kind 
**  of  European  toys  and  fiug-fongs;  with  fpheres,  orreries^ 

clocks,  and  mufical  automatons  of  fuch  cxquiftte  work- 
**  manfliip,  and  in  fuch  profuHon,  that  wr  prefenta  muft 
*^  Ibrink  from  the  comparifon,  and  bide  their  ^miniflfed  btadt ; 
**  and  yet  I  am  told,  that  the  fine  things  we  have  feen  are  far 

exceeded  by  others  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  apartments  of  the 

ladies,  and  in  the  European  repofitory  at  Yuen'mln-yuen,  In 
**  every  one  of  the  pavilions  was  a  throne,  or  imperial  ftatei 
**  and  a  Eu-jou^  or  fymbol  of  peace  and  profperity,  placed  at 
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one  fide  of  It  refcmbllng  that  whlcli  the  £mp«ror  delivered 
"  to  me  yefterday  for  the  king. 

V"  It  would  be  an  endlefs  tafk  were  I  to  attempt  a  deuU  of 
**  all  the  wonders  of  this  charming  place.    There  is  no 

*'  beauty    of  diftributlon,    ro    feature   ci    amenity,  no 

"  reach  of  fancy  which  crnbclliflies  our  pleafure  grounds  in 
**  £ogland,  that  is  not  to  be  found  here.  Had  Cliina  been 
"  accefliblc  to  Mr.  Browne  or  Mr.  Hamilton,  I  flioukl  have 
"  fworn  they  had  drawn  their  happiefl:  ideas  from  the  rich 
"  fources,  -which  I  have  tafted  this  day  ;  for  in  the  onn  fc  of  a 
*'  few  hours  I  have  enjoyed  fuch  vicilfitudes  of  rural  de- 
•*  light,  as  I  did  not  conceive  could  be  felt  out  of  England,  being 

•  at  different  moments  enchanted  by  fcenes  perfcdiy  fimilar  to 
**  thofc  I  had  known  there,  to  the  magnificence  of  Stowe,  the 
*•  fofter  beauties  of  Wooburn,  and  the  fairy-land  of  Paine'a 

*  Hill. 

"  One  thing  I  was  particularly  ftruck  with,  I  mean  the  happy 
•*  choice  of  fituation  for  ornamental  buildlnc^s.  From  attention 
•*  to  this  circumftance  they  have  net  the  ulr  ot  being  crowded 
**■  or  dirpioportioncd  ;  they  never  intrude  upon  the  eye;  but 

wherever  they  appear  always  flicwthcmfelves  to  ad  vantage,  and 

aid,  improve,  and  enliven  the  profped. 

"  In  many  places  the  lake  is  overfpread  with  the  Nenuphar 
**  or  lotus  (nclumbium)  refembling  our  broad  leaved  water  lllly. 
"  This  is  an  accompaniment  which,  though  the  Chinefe  arc 
**  paflionately  food  of,  cultivating  it  in  all  their  pieces  of  water» 

I  I  con- 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRAVELS  IN  CHIKA. 


**  I  confefs  I  don't  much  admire.  Artificinl  rocks  and  ponds 
"  with  gold  and  filver  fifh  arc  perhaps  too  often  introduced, 
"  and  the  monftrous  porcelain  figures  of  lions  and  tygcrs, 
"  ufually  placed  before  the  pavilions,  are  difpleafing  to  an  Eu- 
"  ropean  eye ;  but  thefe  are  trifles  of  no  great  moment ;  and 
"  I  am  aftonifhed  that  now,  after  a  fix  hours  critical  furvey  of 
"  thefe  gardens,  I  can  fcarcely  recoiled  any  thing  beOdes  to  find 
**  fault  with. 

**  At  our  taking  leave  of  the  nuniftLT,  he  told  u&  that  we  had 
.  **  only  fecn  the  eaftcrn  fide  of  the  gardens,  but  that  the  weft- 
**  crn  fide,  wf.icli  was  the  larger  part  ftlll  remained  for  him  to 
**  (hew  us,  and  that  be  ihould  have  that  pleafure  another 
"  day. 

*'  Accordingly,  on  the  day  of  the  Emperor's  anniverfary  fof- 
**  tival,  after  the  ceremony  was  ended,  the  firft  or  groat  (lolao 
**  Ho'cbtm-toTig,  the  Foo-leou,  the  Foo-kou\  brother  Foo-chaa-i^.o^r^ 
**  and  Sottg-ta-giny  with  the  other  great  men  who  attended  us 
**  two  days  fmce,  in  our  vifit  to  the  eaftcrn  garden,  now  pro- 
**  pofed  to  accompany  us  to  the  wefteni,  which  forms  a  ftronj 
**  contrail  with  the  other,  and  exhibits  all  the  fublimcr  hcuuies 
*'  of  nature  in  as  high  a  degree  as  the  part  which  we  faw  before 
"  poirelTcs  the  attradions  of  itiOnefs  and  amcnitv.  It  is  one 
"  of  the  fii'.cll  f<^rc!l:-f(-cnr«  in  the  world  ;  wild,  woody,  niount- 
**  ainous  and  rocky,  abounJing  with  lla<TS  and  deer  of  different 
**  fpecies,  and  moft  of  the  other  beaAs  of  the  chace,  not  dan- 
"  gerous  to  uian, 
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/■  **  In  many  places  immenfc  woods,  chiefly  oaks,  pines,  and 
*'  chcTnuts,  grow  upon  almoft  perpendicular  fteeps,  and  force 
"  their  fturdy  roots  through  every  refiftance  of  furface  and  of 
"  foiit  where  vegetation  would  feem  almoft  impofTible.  Thefe 
•*  woods  often  clamber  over  the  lofticfl:  pinnacles  of  the  ftony 

hillSy  or  gathering  on  the  fkirts  of  them,  Jcfcend  with  a  rapid 
**  fweep,  and  bury  themfelves  in  the  deepcft  valUes.    Tliere,  at 

proper  diftances,  you  find  palaces,  hanrjuetting  houfes,  and 
*'  monafteries,  (but  withoitt  bonzes)  adapted  to  the  Htuation 
*'  and  peculiar  circumdances  of  the  place,  fometimes  with  a 
"  rivulet  on  one  hand,  gently  dealing  through  the  glade,  at 
**  other  with  a  cataradl  tumbling  from  above,  raging  with 
"  foam,  and  rebounding  with  a  thoufand  echoes  from  below, 

or  filently  engulphed  in  a  gloomy  pool,  or  yawning 
•*  cbafm, 

**  The  roads  by  which  we  approached  thefe  romantic  fcenes 
**  are  often  hewn  out  of  the  living  rock,  and  conducted  round 
*'  the  hills  in  a  kind  of  rugged  ftair  cafe,  and  )-ct  no  ac-> 
"  cident  occurred  in  our  progrefs,  not  a  falk  ftep  difturbed 
"  the  regularity  of  OUr  cavalcade,  though  the  horfesare  fpirited 
*'  and  all  of  them  unlhod.  From  the  great  irret^uiarity  of 
"  the  ground,  and  the  various  heights  to  which  we  afcended, 
**  we  had  opportunities  of  catching  many  magnificent  points  of 
"  view  by  detached  glances,  but  after  wandering  for  feveral 
"  hours  (and  yet  never  wearied  with  wandering)  we  at  laft 
"  reached  a  covered  pavilion  open  on  all  fides,  and  fituatcd  on 

a  fummit  fo  elevated  as  perfcdly  to  command  the  wiiolc 
"  furrouudiug  country  to  a  vail  extent.    The  radius  of  the  ho- 

rizon. 
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rizon  I  fhould  fuppofe  to  be  at  lead  twenty  miles  from  the 
•*  central  fpot  where  we  flood ;    and  certainly    fo  rich,  fo 
**  various,  io  beautiful,  fo  fublirne  a  profpcd  my  eyes  had 
*'  never  beheld.    I  faw  every  thing  before  rae  as  on  an  illumia- 
ated  map,  palaces,  pagodas,  towns,  villages,  farm-houfes, 
plains,  and  vallieBt  watered  by  innumerable  ftreams,  hUb 
**  waving  with  woods,  and  mea^ws  covered  with  cattle  of  the 
mofl  beautiful  marks  and  coloan.  All  feemed  to  be  nearly  at 
**  my  feet,  and  that  a  flep  would  convey  me  widita  reach  of  them. 

■*  I  obierved  here  a  vaft  number  of  what  we  call  in  England 
*^  fitet  cowi,  alfo  Iheet  horfes,  many  pyeballs,  dappled,  mottled, 
**  and  fpotted,  the  latter  chiefly  ftrawberry. 

'*  From  hence  was  pointed  out  to  us  by  the  minlfter  a  vaft 
•*  cnclofure  below,  which,  he  faid,  was  not  more  accciliblc  to 
"  him  than  to  us,  being  never  entered  but  by  the  Emperor,  his 
**  women,  or  his  Eunuchs.  It  includes  within  its  bounds, 
•*  though  on  a  fmaller  fcale,  moft  of  the  beauties  which  dif- 
•*  tinguifh  the  eaftern  and  the  weftern  gardens  which  we  have 
**  already  feen  ;  but  from  every  thing  I  can  learn  it  falls  very 

ihort  of  the  fanciful  defcriptions  which  father  Attiret  and 

Sir  WilltanL  Chambers  have  intruded  upon  us  as  realities. 
**  That  within  ihele  private  retreats,  various  entertainments 
"  of  the  moft  novel  and  expenfive  nature  are  prepared 

and  exhibited  by  the  Eunuchs,  who  are  very  numerous 
**  (perhaps  foroe  thoulands)  to  amufe  the  Emperor  and  hia 
**  ladies,  I  have  no  doubt;  but  that  they  are  carried,  to  all 

the  lengths  of  extravagance  and  improbability  thofe  gentle* 

"  men 
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*  men  have  mcniioned,  I  very  much  (jueftion,  as  from  every 
*•  enquiry  I  have  made  (ana  i  liavc  uoi  been  ri)aring  to  make 
them)  I  have  by  no  means  fufficient  reafon  to  warrant  mc  in 
**  acceding  to,  or  confirming,  the  accounts  which  they  have 
•*  given  ui. 

*'  If  any  j  lacc  in  England  can  be  faid  in  any  refpc(fl  to  have 
fimilar  features  to  the  weflern  park,  which  I  have  feen  this 
day,  it  is  Lowthcr  Hall  in  Weftmorcland,  which  (when  I 
•*  knew  it  many  years  ago)  from  the  extent  of  profpect,  the 
*•  grand  furrounding  objefts,  the  noble  fituation,  the  diverfity 
•*  of  furface,  the  extenfive  woods,  and  command  of  water,  I 
**  thought  might  be  rendered  by  a  tnan  of  fenfe,  Ipirit,  and 
tafte,  the  fmeil  fcene  in  the  Britifh  dominions." 

After  this  dcfcriptive  and  intcrcfting  detail  of  the  beauties  of  the 
two  fides  of  the  imperial  park  or  gardens  at  Gehol,  his  Loidfliip 
makes  a  few  general  obfervations  on  Chincfc  ir^ardcning,  and 
the  ornamental  edifices  that  are  uhially  emp'oycJ  to  aid  the 
cB'ed,  as  vvdi  as  contribute  to  ufc  and  convcuicacc  He 
obfaves, 

•*  Whether  our  flylc  of  gardening  was  really  copied  from  the 
**  Chincfc,  or  originated  with  ourfclvcs,  I  leave  for  vanity  to 
**  alTert,  and  idlcncfs  to  difcufs.  A  difcovcry  which  is  the  re- 
"  fult  of  good  fcnfc  and  reflexion  may  equally  occur  to  the 
**  moll'  diftant  nations,  without  citlicr  borrowing  from  the  other. 
"  There  h  certainly  a  great  analogy  between  our  gardening 

.  *•  and 
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"  and  tlic  Chlncfc,  but  our  excellence  lecms  to  be  rather  in  5m- 
**  proving  nature,  theirs  to  conquer  her,  and  yet  produce  the 

fame'cfteifl.  It  is  indificrcnt  to  a  Chinelc  where  he  makes 
•*  his  garden,  whether  on  a  fpot  favoured,  or  abandoned,  by 
•*  the  rural  deities.  If  the  latter,  he  invites  them,  or  compels 
**  them  to  return.  His  point  is  to  change  every  thing  from 
**  what  he  found  it,  to  explode  the  old  fafhion  of  the  creation, 

and  iatroduce  novelty  in  every  corner.  If  there  be  a  wafte, 
"  he  adonw  k  with  trees ;  if  a  dry  defert,  he  waters  it  with  a 

*  fiTer,OTfloatsitwil]iaIafcb  VditcebcafinoolihiUtyheTaries 
it  whh  all  poffible  coava6oiMi  He  iwideleiiet  die  iofbocv 

**  heiaiib  it  ia  bills,  fcoops  it  into  vaUief,  end  nuig^ieat  it 
wiA  rodn.  He  feftem  afperitice,  brings  amenity  into  the 
^  inlderaeft,  -or  ammaies  tlw  tuneoeft  of  en  capenfe',  by  ao- 
^  compaoying  it  vrltli  tbc  nttjeftjr  o£  e  foceft.  deeepdoes  end 
**  eye-tnps  the  Glnnefe  en  not  imaoqaaintcd  with,  but  thej 
"  life  diem  very  Ipaiiogly.  I  ofaienred  no  eitifidal  niins^ 
**  caveSy  or  bermiti^ei.   Thotigh  the  fubfime  predomtnatea  ia 

*  its  proper  (latlon,  you  are  infenfiUy  led  to  contemplate  i^ 
•*  not  ftartled  by  its  fuddcn  introfioo,  for  in  the  plan  cheer- 
**  fulnefs  is  the  principal  featus^  and  lights  up  the  face  of  the 
**  fcene.  To  enliven  it  ftill  more,  the  nid  of  architecture  ta 
"  invited  ;  all  the  buildings  are  perfedl  of  their  kind,  cither 
**  elegantly  fimplc,  or  higldy  decorated,  according  to  the 
"  effeft  that  is  intended  to  arife,  ereded  at  luiiable  diftances, 
"  and  judicioufly  contrailcd,  never  crowded  together  in  confu- 
«•  fion,  nor  affedcdiy  confronted,  and  ftaring  at  each  other 
**  witboot  meaning.    Proper  edidces  in  proper  places.  The 

**  fummer- 
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"  fummer-houfe,  the  pavilion,  the  pagntlas,  have  all  their  re- 
"  fpeflive  fi'iualions,  which  ihcy  dillinguifli  ant!  i'H prove,  hut 
"  which  any  other  ftru£tnres  would  injure  or  ilL-fenn.  The 
"  only  things  dib  rrre.ihle  to  my  eye  are  the  large  porcelain 
"  figures  oflions,  tv-d\s,  »Scc.  and  tlic  rough  hewn  llcps,  and 
"  liugc  malTes  of  rock  work,  which  they  icem  lludious  oi  In- 
"  trnJucing  near  manv  oi' their  houfes  and  palaces.  ConfiJcr- 
"  ing  their  general  good  tafte  in  the  other  points,  I  was  much 
"  furprifcd  at  this,  and  could  only  account  for  it,  by  the  ex- 
"  pence  and  tlic  diiiiculty  of  bringing  together  fuch  incongrui- 
"  ties,  fo'-  it  is  a  common  cffed  of  enormous  riches  to  pulh 
"  every  thing  they  can  procure  to  bombaft  and  extravagance, 
**  which  are  the  death  of  tafte.  In  otlier  countries,  however, 
**  as  well  as  in  China,  I  have  feen  fome  of  the  moR  boafted  feats, 
•*  either  outgrowing  their  beauty  from  a  plethora  of  their 
•*  owner's  wealth,  or  becoming  capricious  and  hypocondriacal 
^  by  a  quacklHi  application  of  it*  A  few  fine  places,  cvea  ia 
**  England,  might  be  pointed  out  that  are  labouring  under  tliefe 
diforders;  not  to  mmtion  ibme  celebrated  houfes  where* 
'  '*  twifted  ftair-cafes,  window-glafs  cupolas,  and  embroidered 
*^  chimney-pieces,  convey  nothing  to  us  but  the  whims  and 
f  dreanu  of  fickly  fancy,  without  an  atom  of  grandeur,  talle, 
«•  or  propriety. 

**  The  architefturc  of  the  Chinefc  is  of  a  peculiar  ftyle,  to- 
•*  tally  unlike  any  otiier,  irreducible  to  our  rules,  but  pcrfe^flly 
•*  confiftent  with  its  own.  It  has  certain  principles,  from 
•*  which  it  never  deviates,  and  although,  when  examined  ac- 

•*  cording 
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^  cordiog  to  ouzv,  it  fins  agunft  die  idcH  we  have  toibtbed 
*^  of  diftrlbution,  compofidoo,  and  prcfiofdoii;  yet,  upon 
the  whole,  it  often  produces  a  moft  pleafing  eflfed,  as 
we  fometimes  fee  a  pedbn  without  a  fin^  good  feature 
in  his  fine  have,  neyecthdei^  a  rtcy  agreeable  couo- 
teoancet**. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Sketch  of  the  State  of  Society  in  China. — Manners,  Cuftomt^ 
Sentimeats,  and  Moral  Charaaer  of  the  People. 

C9n£tm      Women,  a  CfUtrim  ef  the  State  of  Society. —Degraded  SlM  of  $» 

China.  —  Demefic  Manners  unfa-vouraile  to  Filial  AffeElion  Parental  Jit" 

tioritj.-^lil  HfftBs  of  feparating  the  Sexei.  —  Inttrcaurfe  unknown^  tx- 

tift  Jtr  taming.— Tiiir  ITtr/Hf  fiRtaff^-^Fntfii  of  W#m  Ytar^-^fnftiifkf 

1»  gtmitlgA  Ii^hlMO  ^  Ao  Laws  feems  to  have  ieflroyed  the  natural  Cha. 

raStr  of  the  People.— Mad*  them  indifferent,  or  cruel. — Various  Injlances  of 

this  Rerrwri  in  public  and  in  privaU  Lift.—Remarks  on  Infanticidt  PtrAe^ 

lefs  general  than  ufuaUy  thought. •^Our^tr  of  Chinefe  hi  FtnigH  CdlMtrkt^ 
TtM^Mil^jitm  tflhi  CUiitfti—Mt^Mit.—Cuckoo-CUch.—.Ctiiiua^ 

a  Prince  of  the  BlocJ.—Ofthe  Prime  MiniJIer. — Comparifon  of  the  Phyfctl  anS 
Moral  Chir.^Rers  of  tbt  Chiit^t  and  ISMk-VhiiM  Tartart*'--C^  CbwtMn  of 
th«  Nation  itlu/lraUd, 

It  may,  perhaps^  be  laid  down  as  an  Invariable  maxim,  that 
Uie  condition  of  the  female  part  of  fociety  in  any  nation  will 
ftvnifll  att>lerable  juft  criterion  of  the  d^ee  of  civilization  tO 
which  that  nation  has  axrived.  The  manners,  habits,  and  pre- 
vailing fentiments  of  women,  have  great  influence  on  thole  of 
the  fociety  to  which  they  belong,  and  generally  give  a  turn  to 
its  character.  T!ius  we  ihali  find  that  thofe  nations,  where  the 
moral  and  intelleduai  powers  of  the  mind  in  the  female  fex  are 
hddin  mofteftimatioo,  will  be  governed  by  fuch  laws  as  are 
.1  .  beft 
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beft  calculated  to  promote  tlic  general  happliicl's  of  llic  people; 
and,  on  the  conrrary,  where  the  pcrlbnal  qualifications  of  the 
fex  are  the  only  objc*i^s  of  connderation,  as  is  the  cak  in  all  the 
defpotic  governments  of  Aiuuic  nations,  tyranny,  opprefhon, 
und  ilavcry  are  iuie  to  prevail ;  and  thefc  pcrlcnai  accompli(h- 
ments,  fo  far  from  being  of  ufe  to  the  owner,  ferve  only  to 
deprive  her  of  liberty,  and  the  fociety  of  her  friends ;  to  render 
ber  a  degraded  viAim,  fublerrient  to  the  lenTual  gratificatioii«  the 
caprice,  and  tbejealoufy  of  tyrant  man.  Among  lavage  tribes 
the  labour  and  drudgery  invariably  fall  heavieft  on  the  Weaker 
ftac 

.  The  talentt  of  women^  in  our  own  happy  iHaad,  began  only 
ta  the  reign  of  Queen  EKzaheth  to  be  held  in  a  proper  degree 
of  conlideration.  As  women,  they  were  admired  and  eourted» 
liBt  they  fcaicdy  could  be  faid  to  participate  in  the  fodctf 
men.  Ib  faA,  the  manoen  of  our  forefatheta,  before  that  reigo, 
wexe  too  rough  for  diem*  .  Inr  Walesi  wives  were  ibid  to  thdr 
buibands.  '  In  ScotUnd,  women  could  not  appear  as  evidences  in 
»  court  of  ju^ce*  In  |he  time  df  Henry  the  Eighthr,  aaaft 
|iafled  prohibitiog  women  and  apprentices  from  rtridtng  the 
New  Tefiamcntia  thfEagHiOi^guKgiei,  Amoog  th«  peliflied 
Gieeks,  they  were  held  in  little  eftimatlpn.  Hiomts  d^ades 
all  his  females  t  he  makes  the  Crecian  princefles  weave  the 
web,  fpin,  and  do  all  the  .tdrudgery  of  a  modern  walhenro> 
man;  and  rarely  allows  them  sqy  (hare  of  £?cial  intercoude 
yr'nh  tl)e  oth^r  fexi  .Yettjie  very  fouijjlatioos  oa  which  hr  hf» 
eoiiftrudUd  .his  two  matchl^ft  lygmsaye  syn>e»  It'isppeitfs 
jdio  fixi^siQ  the  dnmjktK  m  wiKtfettilk 


140  TRAVELS  IN  CHINA. 

was  "  to  hold  as  'twere  the  mirror  up  to  nature,  to  fliew  the 
**  very  age  and  body  of  the  time  its  form  and  prefTure,**  that 
notwithftaoding  their  extreme  delicacy  of  tafle^  and  rapid  pro- 
grefa  in  the  fine  arts,  their  manners  were  low  and  coarie,  and 
that  they  were  entire  ftrangers  to  any  other  gratification  arlfing 
from  the  fociery  of  women,  than  the  indulgence  of  the  fenfual 
appetite.    Even  the  grave  Herodotus  mentions,  in  the  higheft 
terma  of  approbation,  the  cuftom  of  Babylon  of  ielUng  by  auc- 
tion, on  a  certain  hxed  day>  all  the  young  women  who  had 
any  pretenfions  to  beautv,  in  order  to  raiie  a  fum  of  money  for" 
portioning  off  the  reft  of  the  females,  to  whom  nature  had  beco 
lefs  liberal  in  bellowing  her  gifts,  and  who  were  knocked  dowa 
to  thofe  who  were  fatisfied  to  take  ihem  with  tlic  Icafl  money. 
This  degradation  of  women  would  fccm  to  be  as  impolitic  as- 
it  is  extraordinary  fince,  under  their  guidance,  the  earlieft, 
and  fometimes  the  moft  indelible  (I  believe  I  may  fafcly  add, 
the  beft  and  moft  amiable)  impreffions  are  ftampcd  on  the  youth- 
ful mind.    In  infancy  their  protcdion  is  indifpenfably  hcccflary,' 
and  in  fickncfs,  or  in  old  age,  they  iinqucftionably  afford  the  beft: 
and  kindeft  relief :  or,  as  a  French  author  has  neatly  obferved, 
**•  Sans  les  fcmmesjes  dcuxcxtrcmites  dc  la  vie  /craters!  fans  fecoiirs^ 
*'  et  le  nii/icu  /arts  p/utjirs**    **  Without  woman  the  two  cxtre- 
"  mities  of  life  would  be  hclplcfs,  and  the  middle  of  it  joylefs." 

The  Chinefe,  if  podiblc,  have  impofcJ  on  their  women  a 
greater  degree  of  humility  and  reftraint  than  the  Greeks  of  old, 
or  the  Europeans  in  the  dark  ages.  Not  latisfied  with  the  phyfi- 
cal  deprivation  of  the  ufc  of  their  limbs,  they  have  contrived, 
in  order  to  keep  them  the  more  coniined,  to  make  it  a  moral 

-   *  crime 
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srime  for  t  woman  to  be  Ceea  abroftd.  If  they  Ihould  have  oc- 
eafioa  to  vifit  a  friend  or  rdadoo,  they  muft  b«  carried  in  a 
clofe  fedan  chair :  to  walk  would  be  the  height  of  vulgarity* 
Even  the  country  ladies,  who  may  not  poifefs  the  luxury  of  a 
chair,  rather  than  walk,  fu&rthemfdves  to  be  fometimes  rolled 
about  in  a  fort  of  covered  wheelbarrow.  The  wives  and  daughters* 
however*  of  the  lower  dais  are  neither  confined  to  the  houfe, 
nor  exempt  from  hard  and  flavlfh  labour,  many  being  obliged 
to  work  witli  an  infant  upon  the  back,  wlille  the  hufband,  in 
all  probability,  is  gaming,  or  otherwife  idling  away  his  time. 
I  have  frequently  fcen  women  afTifting  to  drag  a  fort  of  light 
plough,  and  the  harrow.  Nieuwhoff,  in  one  of  his  prints, 
taken  from  drawing's  fuppofcd  to  be  made  in  China,  yokes,  if 
I  min-ake  not,  a  woman  to  the  fame  plough  with  an  afs.  Should 
this  be  the  fatft,  the  Chicicfe  are  not  fingular,  if  we  may  credit 
the  Natural  HiRorian  of  Antiquity  *  who  obfci  vcs  that,  to  open 
the  fertile  fields  of  Byzacium  in  Africa,  it  was  ncceflary  to  wait 
until  the  rains  had  foaked  into  the  ground  ;  "  after  which  a 
*  little  weakly  afs,  and  an  old  woman,  attaclicd  to  the  fame 
•*  yoke,  were  fuflicicnt  to  drag  the  plough  throiii;h  the  foil,** 
pojl  tmbres  v  'lli  afcllo^  ct  a  parte  altera  jugi  anu  vomercm  trabentc 
vidimus  Jiindi^,  '  .'  '  , 

In  the  province  of  Kiangfce  nothing  is  more  common  thin 
to  lee  a  woman  drawing  a  kind  of  light  plough,  with  a  fingle 
handle,  through  ground  that  has  previoufly  been  prepared. 
The  eafier  taik  of  dirediag  the  machine  is  le(t  tQ  the  huiband^ 

•  FUd.  lib.  viL  cip.  %u 

f 

who> 


»4S  TItAVELS  IN  CHINA. 

who,  holding  the  plough  with  one  hand,  at  the  lame  time  whit 
the  ether  cafts  the  feed  into  the  drilla. 


The  advaatages  which  tho(e  women  pofTers  in  a  higher  fphere 
of  life,  if  any,  are  not  much  to  be  envied.  Even  at  hon>e,  in 
her  own  family,  a  woman  mud  neither  eat  at  the  fame  table,, 
nor  fit  in  the  fame  room  with  her  haiband.  And  the  male 
children,  at  tlic  nge  of  nine  or  ten,  are  entirely  feparatcd  from 
their  fiders.  Thtii  the  feelings  of  affection,  not  the  inftin^ive 
produds  of  nature,  but  the  ofispr'mg  of  frequent  intercourfo 
■and  of  a  mutual  communication  of  their  little  wants  and  plea- 
iiires,  are  nipped  in  the  very  bud  of  dawning  fentiment.  A 
cold  and  ceremonious  condudl  mufl  be  obferved  on  all  occafiona 
between  the  members  of  the  fame  family.  There  is  no  com- 
mon focus  to  attradl  and  concentrate  tlie  love  and  refpeQ  ol^ 
children  for  their  parents.  Each  lives  retired  and  apart  from 
the  other.  The  little  incidents  and  adventures  of  the  day, 
which  furnifli  the  converfaiion  among  children  of  many  a  long^ 
winter's  evening,  by  a  comfortaMc  Hre-hdc,  in  our  own  coun» 
try,  arc  in  China  buried  in  filcnce.  Boys,  it  is  true,  forac- 
times  mix  together  in  fchools,  but  the  liiff  and  ceremonious  be- 
haviour, which  conftitutes  no  inconfulerable  part  of  their  educa- 
tion, throws  a  rcflraint  on  all  the  little  playtui  aclloiis  incident 
to  their  time  of  life  and  completely  fubdues  all  fjiirit  of  ac- 
tivity and  cnterprize.  A  Chinefc  youth  of  the  higher  clafs  is 
inanimate,  fornral,  and  inactive,  conftantly  endeavouring  to 
afTume  the  gravity  of  ycaw.  •       •  '      "  - 

To 
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To  beguile  the  many  tedious  and  heavy  hours,  that  muft  uik 
avoidably  occur  to  the  fccludcd  females  totally  unqualified  for 
mental  purfuits,  the  tobacco-pipe  is  the  ufaal  expedient.  Every 
{emale  from  the  age  of  eight  or  nLne  years  wears,  as  an  ap- 
pendage to  her  drcfs,  a  fmall  filken  purfe  or  pocket  to  hold  to- 
bacco and  a  pipe,  with  the  ufc  of  which  many  of  them  are  not 
unacquainted  at  this  tender  age.    Some  indeed  arc  conftantlj 
employed  in  wmrking  erobroideiy  00  filks,  or  in  paintiflg  birdi^ 
UskObt,  and  flowen  on  thin  game.   In  die  ladiet*  apartnmi  of 
tlfe  great  hook  In  which  we  lived  at  Fekin,  we  dblerred  fiune 
▼erj  beautifiil  Specimens  of  both  kinds  in  die  penneb  of  die 
pirdtiomy  and  I  bvongfat  home  a  lew  aiticlea  wluch  I  nndtiw 
ftand  have  been  much  admired  ^  but  the  women  wiio  emfrfoj 
dieir  time  in  this  manner  are  generally  the  wives  and  daof^ 
ters  of  tradefmen  and  artificers,  who  are  ufuallj  the  weavers 
both  of  cottons  and  filks.    I  remember  afking  one  of  the  great ' 
officers  of  the  court,  who  wore  a  filken  veft  beautifully  em- 
broidered, if  it  was  the  work  of  his  lady,  but  the  fuppofitioa 
that  Ills  wife  ihould  condefcead  to  uTe  her  needle  feemed  to 
give  him  ofieoce. 


Their  manners  in  domeftic  life  are  little  calculated  to  prc^ 
duce  that  extraordinary  degree  of  filial  piety,  or  affefiion  and 
Tcverenoe  towards  parents,  for  which  tliey  liave  been  emioeady-  > 
cdebnted,  and  to  the  lalntary  efieds  of  which  theJeTuitvittv* 
attributed  die  ftabilitjr  <^  the  government;  Nial  dutj  i» 
fad,  in  China,  lefs  a  moral  femimcnt,  thaa  a  preeegit  whids 
bj  length  of  time  has  acquired  tlie  efficacf  of  a  pofidve  lawf 
anditmaytruljrlieiiadtoexiftmfifeindiemaidmsof  the 
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vcrnmcnt,  than  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  Had  they,  indeed, 
confidercd  filial  piety  to  be  lufEcicnlly  ftrong  when  left  to  its 
own  natural  influence,  a  precept  or  law  to  enforce  it  would 
have  been  fupcrfluous.  The  firft  maxim  inculcated  in  early  life 
is  the  entire  fubmilfion  of  children  to  the  will  of  their  parents. 
The  tenour  of  this  precept  is  not  only  "  to  honour  thy  father 

and  thy  mother,  that  thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land 
but  to  labour  for  thy  father  and  thy  mother  as  long  as  they 
bcLli  uiall  live,  to  fell  thyfelf  into  perpetual  fervitude  for  their 
fuppurt,  if  neceflfary,  and  to  coniider  thy  life  at  their  difpofal. 
So  mucli  has  this  fendnieiit  of  parental  authority  gained  ground 
by  precept  and  habit,  that  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  it  is  as  bind- 
ing as  theftrongeft  law.  It  gives  to  the  parent  the  ezercifeof 
4he  Cuat  unlimited  and  arbitrary  power  over  his  children,  that 
the  Emperor,  the  common  father,  poflefles  by  law  over  his 
fwople.  Hence,  as  among  the  Romans,  the  father  has  the 
power  to  felt  his  ion  for  a  Have ;  and  this  power,  other  from 
cq)iice,  or  from  poverty,  or  odier  canfes,  is  not  nhfrequentlj 
put  in  force. 

A  law  that  Is  founded  in  reafon  or  equity  feldom  requires 
to  be  explained  or  juflified.  The  government  of  China,  in  (ano- 
tiooing  an  tSt  of  parental  authority  that  militates  fo  ftrongly 
agunft  every  principle  of  nature  or  moral  right  and  wrong, 
.feems  to  have  fidt  the  force  of  this  remark.  Their  learned  men 
have  been  employed  in  writing  volumes  on  the  fobjed,  the 
principal  aim  of  which  appears  to  be  that  of  impreflbg  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  the  comparadve  authority  of  the  Emperor 
'   over  hit  fubjeds  and  of  a  patent  over  his  children.   The  rea. 
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fonablencfs  and  juftice  of  the  latter  being  once  dlabliflicd,  that 
of  the  former,  in  a  patriarchal  government,  foHcwcd  of  courfe  ; 
and  the  extent  of  the  power  delegated  to  the  one  could  not  in 
juftice  be  withheld  from  the  other.  And  for  the  better  allaying 
of  any  fcruples  that  might  be  fuppofed  to  arife  in  men's  con- 
fciences,  it  was  eafy  to  invent  any  piece  of  fophiftry  to  ferve 
by  way  of  juftification  for  thofc  unnatural  parents  who  might 
feel  themfclves  difpofed,  or  who  from  want  might  be  induced, 
to  part  with  their  children  into  perpetual  flavery.  A  Ton,  lays 
one  of  their  moft  celebrated  lawgivers,  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  has  the  power  of  felling  his  fervices  for  a  day,  or  a  year, 
or  for  life;  hut  a  father,  while  living,  has  unlimited  authority 
over  his  fon ;  a  £ither  has,  therefore,  the  fame  right  of  felling 
die  fervices  of  his  fi>a  to  another  for  uij  length  of  time,  or  vrcjL 
for  life. 

I 

Daughters  may  be  faid  to  be  invariably  fold.    The  bndc-» 
groom  mud  always  make  his  bargain  with  the  parents  of  his  in-» 
tended  bride.    The  latter  has  no  choice.    She  is  a  lot  ia  the 
market  to  be  difpofed  of  to  the  highell  bidder.    The  man,  in- 
deed, in  this  refpe£l,  has  no  great  advantage  on  his  fide,  as  he 
is  not  allowed  to  fee  his  intended  wife  until  (he  arrives  in  formal 
proceiCon  at  his  gate.    If,  however,  on  opening  the  door  of 
the  chair,  in  which  the  lady  is  (hut  up,  and  of 'which  the  key 
has  been  ient  before,  he  ihonld  diflike  hia  bargain,  he  can  le- 
iurn  her  to  her  parents  $  in  which  cafe  the  ardcles  are  fi»rfeited 
that  conftituted  her  price  s  and  a  fum  of  money,  in  addidofn  to 
them,  may  be  demanded,  not  exceeding,  however,  the  ▼alue  oC 
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thefe  articles.  Thefc  matrimonial  proccflions,  attended  with 
pomp  and  mu(ic,  are  not  unlike  iliolc  ufcd  by  the  Greeks 
when  the  bride  was  conduced  to  licr  huiband's  houfe  in  a  fplcn- 
did  car  ;  only,  in  the  former  ioltaace,  the  lady  ia  completel7 
iavlTible  to  every  one. 

To  what  a  degraded  condition  is  a  female  reduced  by  this  ab- 
furd  cuftom  !  How  little  inducement,  it  would  be  fupporcd, 
(he  could  have  to  appear  amiable  or  elegant,  or  to  ftudy  ber 
drefs,  or  cramp  her  feet,  or  paint  her  face,  knowing  (he  will 
be  configned  into  the  hands  of  the  (irft  man  who  will  give  the 
price  that  her  parents  have  fixed  upon  her  charms.  No  pre- 
vious converlation  i«  allowed  to  take  place,  no  exchange  of  opU 
pions  or  comparifon  of  fentiraents  with  regard  to  inclinations  or 
diflikes  j  all  the  little  filent  a£ls  of  attention  and  kindncfs,  which 
fo  eloquently  fpeak  to  the  heart,  and  demonfliatc  the  fuicerity 
of  the  attachment,  are  utterly  unfelt.  In  a  word,  that  ftate  of 
the  human  heart,  occahoned  by  the  mutual  aficclion  between 
the  fexes,  and  from  whence  proceed  the  happicft,  the  moft  in- 
terefting,  and  fometimes  alio,  the  moft  diftreffing  moments  of 
life,  has  no  exigence  in  China.  The  man  takes  a  wife  bccaufc 
the  iav.3  of  the  country  dire(fl  him  to  do  fo,  and  cuftom  has 
made  it  indifpenfable  j  and  the  woman,  after  marriage,  con- 
tinues to  be  the  fame  piece  of  inanimaic  l  urnkurc  ihc  always  was 
in  lier  father^s  houfe.  She  fufl'crs  no  indignity,  nor  does  fhe 
feci  any  jealoufy  or  dlfturbance  (at  leaft  it  is  prudent  not  to 
flicw  it]  when  her  hufband  brings  into  the  fame  houfe  a  fecond, 
ox  a  third  womao.    The  firft  is  contented  witli  the  honour  of 
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pneGdlng  over,  and  direOing  the  coaeerns  of,  the  fkmll jr  ^di* 
b  doon,  and  in  heating  the  childien  of  the  others  calling  he^ 
auKber. 

It  mig^t  be  inged,  peihapa,  on  thepatt  of  the  huiband,  dun 
it  would  he  hJghlf  iinfeafonable  far  the  woinan  to  conplanu 
The  man  who  purchaied  her  oi^ht  to  haire  an  eqnd  rig^t  in 
the  fame  manner  to  porchale  otherk  The  cafe  ia  materially 
different  where  parties  are  united  by  fentiments  of  love  and 
efteem,  or  bound  by  promlfes  or  engagements ;  under  fuch  dr- 
cumftances  the  introduction  of  a  fecond  infe,  under  the  fiime 
roof,  could  not  fail  to  difturb  the  harmony  of  the  family,  and 
oecaGon  the  moft  poignant  feelings  of  diflrefs  to  the  Brft.  But 
ft  Ghinefe  wife  has  no  fuch  feelings,  sor  docs  the  luiiband  make , 
any  fuch  eng*igeiiienta» 

Although  polTgamy  be  allowed  by  the  gorenunenty  aa  hw 
deed  it  could  not  well  happen  otherwtfe  where  wboiea.  are  arti- 
cles of  purchafe,  yet  it  is  an  evil  in  a  great  degree,  cor- 
rects itfelf.  Nine-tenths  of  the  conQmunity  find  it  difficult  to 
rear  the  ofispcing  df  one  woman  by  the  labour  of  their  hands ; 
fuch,  therefore,  are  ndtber  in  ctrcumdances,  nor  probably  fed 
much  inclination,  to  purchafe  a  fecond.  The  general  pra^ice 
would,  befides,  be  morally  impoifible.  In  a  country  where  fo 
roany  female  infants  arc  expofed,  and  where  the  laws  or  cuf- 
torn  oblige  every  man  to  marry,  any  perfoa  taking  to  hirafelf 
two  wives  muft  leave  fome  other  without  one,  unlefs  indeed  it 
be  fuppofed  with  the  author  of  V Ffprlt  des  Loix,  -what  there 
feems  to  be  no  ^^ounds  for  I'uppoiing,  that  a  much  greater 
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nambtr  of  if  males  ve  bom  than  of  malet.  But  all  the  oUci^ 
yatiflos  pf  diis  Ihelf  and  ingeidoiit  author  with  regard  to  China* 
and  particularly  the  inferencea  he  draws  withrefped  to  cMmat^ 
fall  to  the  ground.  It  is  not  the  vigour  of  natural  propenfitica, 
as  he  hasfuppofed,  that  deftroys  the  moral  ones ;  it  k  .  not  the 
cffbd  of  climate  that  makes  it  to  be  confidered  aBio0g.  ^uieui< 
people  *'  as  a  prodigy  of  virtue  for  a  man  to  meet  a  fine  wo* 
man  in  a  retired  chamber  without  offering  violence  to  her,"— 
it  is  the  effect  of  ftudioufly  pampering  the  appetite,  nurturing 
vicloii5  notioas,  coaiidering  women  as  entirely  fubfervient  to- 
the  pleaiures  of  man  ;  and,  in  ihort,  by  fancying  thofe  plea-, 
fures  in  the  head,  rather  than  feeling  tlicm  in  the  heart,  that, 
have  led  them  to  adopt  a  fentiment  which  does  the  nation  fb' 
little  credit.  The  climate  being  every  where  temperate,  and  the 
diet  of  the  majority  of  the  pec  pie  moderate,  I  might  fay, 
fcanty,  thefe  have  little  influence  in  promoting  a  vehement 
defire  for  6kHal  .intefeoorlcb  It  b.  indeed  among  the  upper 
xHBiks  only  and  a  hm  wealthy  mercfaanta  (whom  the  fumptu- 
ary  laws,  pi^oUibiting  fine-houfes,  gasdens^  earriages,  and  erery* 
kbkd  of  extenial  Aew  and  grandenr,  have  cncounged  lecretly 
to  indtd^  and  pamper  their  appetite  in  every  fpedes  of  luxury- 
and  volupcoottfoeia)  srhere  a  plurality  of  wives  are  to  be  found. 
Every  great  officer  of  ftace  has  his-  haraA  confifting  of  fit,  eighty 
or  ten  women,  aocoiding  to  lus  drcumftances  and  his  uudiii»>. 
don     the  fez.   Every  merchant  alfo  of  Canton  has  his  ftn*. 

but  a  poor  man  finds  one  wife  quite  fufficient  6r  all  bte 
wants,  and  the  children  of  one  woman  as  man^r,  and  fomedmca  • 
SBor^  than    is.  aUe  tofupport 
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The  unfociable  dlftance  which  the  law  (or  cuftom,  ftronger 
than  law)  prefcribcs  to  be  obferved  between  the  fexes,  and 
the  cool  and  indifferent  manner  of  bargaining  for  a  wife, 
are  not  calculated  to  produce  numerous  inftances  of  cri- 
minal intcrcourfe.  Thcfe,  however,  foinctimcs  happen,  and 
the  weight  of  punifliment  always  fall  hcavicft  cm  the  womaa. 
The  hufband  finds  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  fcntence  of  di- 
vorce, after  which  he  may  fell  her  for  a  flave  and  thus  redeem 
a  part  at  leaft  of  his  purchafe-money.  The  fame  thing  hap- 
pens in  cafe  a  wife  ihould  elope,  indances  of  which  I  fancy 
ate  ftHt  more  nn ;  as  if  Ihe  be  of  any  ftihion,  her  feet  are  ill 
calcidated  to  carry  her  off  with  fycedi'  affd  if  a  yoong  girl 
Aonld  ebanoe  to  kle  what  it  nfuaUy  held*  to  be  the  moft  valuable 
part  of  ftmale  repnudon,  Ibe  it  ftnt  to  marfiet  by  her  pareoti 
and  publicly  fold  for  a  Have.  Jn  cafts  of  mutual  diflifce,  or  in- 
compatibiUty  of  temper,  the  woman  it  generafly  ient  bacK.  to- 
her  pareatB.  A  woman  can  inherit  no  property,  but  ft  may  fie 
left  to  her  by  win.  If  a  widow  has  no  children,,  or  fimalea 
only,  the  properly  defcends  to  the  neareft  male  relation  on  the 
deceafed  hufband's  fide,  but  he  muft  maintain  the  daughters  until 
he  can  provide  them  with  huibandii. 

The  prohibition  againft  the  frequent  Intercourfe  with  mod'efl 
females,  for  there  are  public  women  in  every  great  city,  is  not 
attended  here  with  the  cfic(fl  of  rendering  the  puifuit  more 
eager ;  nor  docs  it  increafe  the  ardour,  as  among  the  ancient 
Spartans  who  were  obh'ged  to  fteal,  as  it  were,  the  embraces 
of  their  lawful  wives.  In  China  it  Iceni*  to  have  the  contrary 
cS&€t  of  promoting  that  fort  of  connexion  which,  being  one  of 
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l|io  graileft  violations  of  the  laws  of  natwe,  ouglit  to  be  conft* 
4ei^  among  the  firft  of  moral  crimetM-A'Conntsioii  tlut  finks 
the  man  many  degrees  below  the  brute.  The  commiflion  of 
this  detcflable  and  unnatural  ad  it  attended  with  fo  little 
fenfc  of  fliame,  or  feelings  of  delicacy,  that  many  of  the  fiift. 
officers  of  date  feemed  to  make  no  hefitation  in  publicly  avow- 
ing it.  Each  of  theie  officers  ia  confUntly  attended  by  hit 
fupe-bearer.  who  is  generally  a  handfome  boy  from  fourteen  to 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  b  always  well  drefled.  In  pointing, 
out  to  our  notice  the  boys  of  each  other,  they  made  ufcof  figns 
and  motions,  tlic  meaning  of  wlilch  was  too  obvious  to  be  mif- 
interprctcd.  The  two  Mahomedans,  I  obferve,  who  were  in 
China  in  the  ninth  century,  have  alfo  taken  notice  of  thiscir-. 
cumftance  :  and  I  Inid  in  the  journal  of  Mr.  Hlttner,  a  gentle- 
man who  was  in  that  part  of  the  fuitc  who  accompanied  the  Bri- 
tifh  Embaflador  into  Tartary,  in  fpcakingof  the  palaces  of  Gehol, 
the  following  remark :  "  Dans  I'un  de  ccs  palais,  parml  d'autres 
chefs- d'ccuvres  dc  Tart,  on  voyait  deuK  ftatues  dc  gar^ons,  en 
marbrc,  d'un  excellent  travail ;  ih  avaient  les  picds  ct  ka 
**  mains  lies,  et  Icur  pofiiion  nc  laifTait  point  de  doute  que  Ic 
vice  dcs  Grccs  n'cut  perdu  fon  horrcur  pour  les  Chlnois.  Un 
**  vieil  cunuque  nous  les  Ht  reuiaiqucr  avec  ua  fourire  impu- 
**  dent."  • 

It  has  heen  remarked  that  this  unnatural  crime  prevails  moft 
in  thofe  countries  where  polygamy  is  allowed,  that  is  to  fay,  in 
tbofe  countries  where  the  afledions  of  women  are  not  coa- 
fulted,  but  their  pcri'ons  purchafcd  fcyr  gold — a  remark  which 
may  kad  to  this  cooclulion,  that  it  li  rather  a  moral  turpitude 
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than  a  propenfity  arifing  from  phyfical  or  local  caufes.  The 
appetite  for  female  intercourfe  foon  becomes  glutted  by  the  fa- 
cility of  enjoyment;  and  where  women,  fo  circumftanced,  can 
only  receive  the  embraces  of  their  proprietors  from  a  fenfe  of 
duty,  their  coldnefs  and  indifference,  the  neceflary  confequencc 
of  fuch  connedtions,  muft  aifo  increafc  in  the  men  the  tendency 
to  produce  fatiety.    I  think  it  has  been  obferved  that,  even  in 
£urope,  where  females  in  general  have  the  fuperior  advantage 
cf  fixing  their  own  value  upon  themfelves,  it  is  the  greateft 
nkct  sod  debauchees,  who, 

**  —  bred  at  home  in  idlcDcft  ud  riot, 

Ranfack  for  miftreflits  th'  unwholcforae  Sews, 
**  And  never  know  the  worth  of  virtuous  love.'* 

Bj  fiNiietinct  in  ftuch  of  ficfli  tojoymcai  in  the  <teteftablc  w<y 
heie  alluded  to  *• 

Iltttc afaeady  obfierved  Aat  ^ ftate of  domeftie fixietf  in 
China  was  iU  calmiatad  to  pfomoce  the  affedion  and  Mndneft 
whi^  childfcnnoc  onlj  owe  to»1>ut  really  feel  for,  their  parenti 
in  many,  countries  of  Evrope.  Atyrant^  infiift,  tocoinoiand» 
aod  a  flaTe  to  obey,  aie  found  in  cvccy  hmSSfi  iwv  wfaefe 
the  father  is  e  de^oi,  the  fin  will  naturally^ bee  flave ;  and  if 
all  the  little  afts  of  Idndnefi  and  filent  atlentlons»  that  create 

*  I  nioiikl  not  hare  taken  notice  r>f  this  odious  vice,  had  not  the  tmth  of  its  txift- 
cnte  in  China  been  doubted  by  feme,  and  attributed  by  otheri  to  a  wrong  caufc. 
PiMb^  to  defisribe  dM  paoflo  «•  I  foBBd  ilmM  ii»ft«idenw  M  dm 
fill  pianre,  luitlMr  aunBpVnif     palUau  tlwir  «kes       to  cnq{g«ntB  their 
viitue«> 
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mutual  endearments,  be  wanting  among  the  memben  of  the 
..fame  family,  living  under  the  fame  roof,  it  will  be  in  vaia  to  ex- 
])edt  to  find  them  in  the  enlarged  fphere  of  pubtic  life.    In  fiid, 
'  they  have  no  kind  of  friendly  focietics  nor  meetings  to  talk 
4)ver  the  tranfadliona  and  the  news  of  the  day.    Thefe  can  only 
•take  place  in  a  free  government.    A  Chioeie  having  finilhed  hia 
daily  employmeot  retires  to  his  folitary  apartment.    There  are, 
it  is  true,  a  fort  of  public  houfes  where  the  lower  orders  of 
people  fometimes  refort  for  their  cup  of  tea  or  of  Jemt-tcho  j  (a 
kind  of  ardent  fpirit  diftilled  from  a  mixture  of  rice  and  other 
grain)  but  fuch  houfes  are  feldom,  if  at  all,  frequented  for  the 
fake  of  company.    They  are  no  incitement,  as  thofe  are  of  a 
llmilar  kind  in  Europe,  to  jovial  pleafures  or  to  vulgar  ebricty. 
From  this  odious  vice  the  bulk  of  the  people  are  entirely  free. 
Among  the  multitudes  which  we  daily  lavv,  in  palling  from  one 
extremity  of  the  country  to  the  other,  I  do  not  recolle<fl  hav- 
,  ing  ever  met  with  a  finglc  inftance  of  a  man  being  difguifed  in 
liquor.    In  Canton,  where  the  lower  orders  of  people  are  cm- 
ployed  by  Europeans  and  necefiarily  mix  with  European  fea- 
men,  intoxication  in  noc  unfrequent  among  the  natives,  but  this 
vice  forms  no  part  of  the  general  charader  i  f  the  people.  When- 
ever a  few  Chinefe  happen  to  meet  together,  it  is  generally  for 
the  purpofe  of  gaming,  or  to  cat  a  kettle  of  boiled  rice,  oi  drink  a 
pot  of  tea,  or  fmoke  a  pipe  of  tobacco. 

The  upper  ranks  indulge  at  home  in  the  ufe  of  opium.  Great 
quantities  of  this  intoxicating  drug  are  fmugglcd  into  the  coun- 
try, notwiihflanding  all  the  precautions  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment to  prohibit  the  importation  of  it;  but  it  is  too  expenfive 
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to  be  ufisd  by  die  cominon  people.  The  officers  of  the  coftomt 

Me  not  beyond  a  bribe*    After  receiving  the  fum  agreed  iipOO 
between  the  importer  and  themfelves  they  frequently  become 
the  purchafers  of  the  prohibited  Article.    Moft  of  the  countiy 
fliips  from  Bengal  carry  opiunt  to  China ;  hut  that  of  Turkey 
fcnt  from  London  in  the  Cljina  fliips  is  preferred,  and  fells  at 
near  dmi!>!e  the  price  oF  ihc  other.    The  governor  of  Canton, 
after  dcicrili'iiig  in  one  of  his  late  proclamations  on  the  fubje£k 
the  pernicious  aiul  fatal  cfi'ecls  arifing  from  tlie  ufe  of  opium, 
obferves,  *'  Thus  it  is  that  foreigners  by  the  means  of  a  vile  ex- 
•*  crcmcatitlous  fuhftancc  clcrivc  from  this  empire  the  moft 
folid  profits  and  advantages ;  but  that  our  c:.untrymen  fhould 
blindly  purfue  this  deftru^ive  and  enfnaring  vice,  evea  till 
dealih  u  the  eooieqaeiic^  wftboat  bang  uadecdved,  is  indeed 
a  Aft  odious  and  deplorable  in  the  higheft  degree;"  Yet 
the  governor  of  Canton  very  eonpofedly  taka  bis  daily  dole  of 

Op8llBI> 

The  yoong  people  have  no  ooeafional  aflemblies  fiv  tha  . 
purpofe  of  dancing  and  of  exereifiog  themfelves  in  feau  of  ae* 
tivity  which,  in  Eorope,  are  attended  with  the  happy  efieds  of 
fliakii^  off  the  gloom  and  melancholy  that  a  life  of  eonilant 
labonr  or  ledufion  firom  foclety  is  apt  to  promoter  They  hare 
not  even  a  Hxed  day  d  reft  iet  apart  for  religions  worfliijpb 
Tbnr  afis  of  devotion  partake  of  the  fame  folitary  caft 
that  prevails  in  thor  doineftic  life.  In  none  of  the  different 
fe£l8  of  religion,  which  at  various  times  have  been  imported 
into^  and  adopted  in  China,  has  coogreig^tional  worihip  bccit 
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inculcated,  which,  to  thst  country  in  particuhur,  may  he  coitfi* 
dered  as  a  great  misfortune.    For,  Independent  of  rdi^oua 
CCihfiderations,  the  fabbatical  inditution  is  attended  with  advaii* 
tagee  of  a  phyfical  as  well  as  of  a  moral  nature  |  and  hnmanity 
it  not  iefs  concerned  than  pdicy  in  confecrating  one  day  out  of 
feven,  or  fomc  other  given  number,  to  the  fervice  of  the  great 
Creator,  and  to  reft  from  bodily  labour.   When  the  government 
of  France,  in  tlie  height  of  her  rage  for  innovatioo,  ftll  into 
the  hands  of  atheiftical  demagogues,  when  her  temples  were 
polluted  and  every  thing  facred  was  invaded  and  profaned,  the 
feventh  day  was  confidered  as  a  relic  of  ancient  fuperftition  and 
the  obfervance  of  it  accordingly  abolilhed;  and,  about  the 
•  iiime  time,  it  became  the  fafliion  among  a  certain  defcription 
of  people  to  ufe  Ipccious  arguments  againft  its  continuance 
in  our  own  country;  as  being,  for  example,  a  day  for  the 
encouragement    of    idlenefs,    drunkennefs,    and  diffipation. 
Such  a  remark  could  only  be  applied  to  large  cities  and  towns ; 
and  in  crowded  manufadluring  towns  the  mechanic,  who  can 
fubfift  by  working  three  days  in  the  week,  would  he  at  no  lofs 
in  finding  opportunities,  were  there  no  fabbath  day,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  other  four  to  commit  irregularities.    And  who,  even  for 
the  fake  of  tlie  mechanic  and  artificer,  would  wllh  to  lee  the 
labouring  peafant  deprived  of  one  day's  reft,  out  of  feven,  which 
to  him  is  more  precious  than  the  wages  he  has  hardly  earned 
the  other  fix  ?  What  man,  ponefTed  of  common  feelings  of 
humanity,  in  beholding  the  decent  and  modeft  hulbandman, 
accompanied  by  his  family  in  their  heft  attire  attending  the 
parldi-church,  does  not  participate  in   the   fmile   of  con- 
tent which  on  this  day  particularly  beams  ou  his  countenance, 
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and  befpeaks  the  ferenlty  of  his  mind  ?  Having  on  this  day  dii^ 
chug^  his  duty  to  God,  re(re(hcd  his  body  with  reft,  enjoyed 
the  comfort  of  clean  clothing,  and  exercifed  his  mind  in  con* 
vcrfing  with  his  neighbours,  he  returns  with  double  vigour  to 
his  daily  labour ;  having,  as  Mr.  Addifon  obferves  in  one  of 
his  Specters,  rubbed  off  the  xuft  o£  the  week. 

The  firft  of  the  new  year  in  China,  and  a  few  fucceeding 
days,  are  the  only  holiday s,  properly  fpeaklng,  that  are  obferved 
by  the  worldng  part  of  the  community.  On  thele  days  the 
pooreft  pealant  makes  a  pomt  of  procuring  new  clothing  for 
himfclf  and  his  fiimily  $  they  pay  their  vifits  to  friends  and 
relations,  interchange  civilities,  and  compliments,  make  and  re* 
ceive  prefents ;  and  the  officers  of  government  and  the  higher 
ranks  give  feafts  and  oitertainments.  But  even  in  thofe  feafts  there 
is  nothing  jhat  bears  the  refemblance  of  conviviality.  The 
goefts  never  partake  togedier  of  tlie  fame  fervice  of  diihes,  but 
each  has  frequently  his  feparate  table ;  (bmetimes  two,  but  never 
more  than  four,  fit  at  the  fiune  table ;  and  their  eyes  muft  con* 
ftantly  be  kept  upon  the  mailer  of  the  feaft,  to  watch  all  his 
motions,  and  to  obferve  every  morfel  he  puts  into  his  mouth, 
and  every  time  he  lifts  the  cup  to  his  lips  $  for  a  Ghinefe  of  good* 
breeding  can  neither  eat  nor  drink  without  a  particular  cere- 
mony, to  which  the  gueds  muft  pay  attendolu  If  a  perfon  in- 
vited fhould,  from  ficknefs  or  any  accident,  be  prevented  from 
fulfilling  his  engagement,  the  portion  of  the  dinner  that  was  in- 
tended to  be  placed  on  his  table  is  lent  in  proccffion  to  his  own 
houfe;  a  cuftom  that  ftroogly  points  out  the  very  little  notion 
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they  entertain  of  the  fecial  pleafures  of  the  table.  It  is  cuftom- 
iuy  to  fend  after  each  gueft  the  remains  even  of  his  dinner. 
T9niaie?er  in  die  cowfe  of  our  jouraey  we  ^ted  a  govettiar 
or  vioeioy  of  a  province,  we  genera)!/  fimnd  him  at  tbe  head 
of  a  nqge  cf  laUct^  coveted  witb  a  omliitade  of  dUbb»  whidi 
inTtriaU/  were  maidied  after  us  to  the  yachte.  Martial,  if  I 
miftake  not,  has  fome  allufion  to  a  fioeuJar  coAom  among  the 
Romans.  Each  carried  his  own  napUn  to  a  'feaft,  whidi  bciiig 
filled  with  the  remain!  of  the  entertainmeot  was  feat  home  by 
a  flave ;  but  this  appears  to  have  been  done  more  out  of  compli- 
Ihent  to  the  hoft,  to  fhcw  the  great  cftcem  in  which  the)^  held 
his  cheer,  than  for  the  fake  of  the  Tianda;  for  theRomana 
loved  conviviality,  , 

Tie  Gdnefe  alfb^  like  the  ancient  Cgyptiaos  as  exempfi6cd 
in  Uie  enormous  mefs  which  Jofeph  .gave  to  little  Benjamin 
above,the  reft  of  hia  hrocbers,  tellify,  on  all  occafions,  that  they 
eonfiitor  the  meafure  of  a  man's  ftomach  to  depend  more  upoa 
dteiaok  of  its  owner  than  either  his  bulk  or  appetite.  The  Em- 
baffador's  allowance  was  at  Icaft  five  times  as  great  as  that  of"  any 
perlon  in  his  luite.  In  this  particular,  however,  thefe  nations 
are  not  fmgular,  neither  in  ancient  nor  iu  modern  times.  The 
kings  of  Sparta,  and  indeed  every  Grecian  hero,  were  always 
fuppofed  to  eat  twiee  the  quantity  of  a  commtm  Ibldier ;  and 
the  only  difference  with  r^ard  to  oar  heroes  of  the  pcefent  day 
cmfifts  in  their  bdng  enabled  to  convert  quantity  into  quality, 
an  advantage  ^  which  they  are  not  a  lifiUe  indebted  to  the  ' 
invendon  of  money,  into  which  all  odier  articles  ean.  be  com- 
muted. 

Whal^-  . 


Whatever  may  be  the  occafioa  of  bringing  together  a  few 
idlers,  they  feldom  part  without  trying  their  luck  at  fomc  game 
of  chance  for  which  a  Chincfe  is  never  unprepared.  He  rarely 
goes  abroad  without  a  pack  of  cards  in  his  pocket  or  a  pair  of 
dice.  Both  of  thcfe,  like  almoft  every  thing  elfe  in  the  COUftw 
try,  are  different  from  fimilar  articles  elfewhere.  ^  Their  car<]s 
are  mnch  mon  iwfiieRNW  than  ours,  and'tiidbr  gatnct  mvdi 
more  compIicalcfL  Ko^jm^  tbey  at  any  lofs,  even  if  none  of 
the  party  (hould  happen  |^b^  ffm^Q»€4  ^^^  ^u^  Cff  pf^  t  JOf^ 
ioch  an  etneij^cy  their  fiogen  nt,  ^pl^c4.  tp'iui^|vdj|di^ 
pnrpoie,  which  are  all  that  U  requirecl  to  play  the  gaine  m  !l^jG»- 
nro/,  a  game  of  whKch  the  lower  dafs  of  people  is  particularly 
fond.  Two  peffons,  (itdag  4ifcdly  oppo6te  to  each  other, 
i^dfe  their  hands  at  the  fame  moment,  when  eaQti>  call*  out  the 
number  he  guelfes  to  be  the  fum  of  the  fingers  expanded  by 
lumfelf  and  his  adverfary.  The  clofed  fid  is  none,  the  thumb 
one,  the  thumb  and  forefinger  two,  &c.  fo  that  the  chances  lie 
between  o  and  5,  as  each  muft  know  the  number  held  out  by 
himfelf.  The  middling  clafs  of  people  likewife  play  at  this 
game  when  they  give  entertainments  where  wine  is  fcrvcd,  and 
the  lofer  is  always  obliged  to  drink  off  a  cup  of  wine.  At  this 
childifh  game  two  perfons  will  lometiraes  play  to  a  very  late 
hour,  till  he  who  has  had  the  word  of  the  game  has  been 
.  obliged  to  drink  fo  much  wine  that  he  can  no  loneer  fee  eitiicr  to 
count  his  own,oc  Ms^ydr|l«ry*s  iogjerB,  I  ^ve  awututticula^^ 
oipdced  tfie  dhindc  on  accoopt  of^  ine  extraonhnary 

qcunodeUce  between  it  and  a  pmc  in  iife  ^amoiig  the  Romaos* 
to  which  frequent  sllufion  U  nuide  by  Cicero.  In  a  note  by 
Mdftoftbon  on  Qcerb^s  Offices  It  is  thui  dcfcribed.   **  Micare 
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•*  flig!t:s^  ludi  gcr-ui  cll.  Sic  laJcaies,  funul  digUofl  altcrlus 
•*  maaus  t^uot  vulunt  citiffimc  crigunt,  et  fimul  ambo  divinaat 
**  quot  fimuI  eredi  fint ;  quod  qui  definlvit,  lucrattn  eft :  unde 

acri  vifu  opus,  et  multa  fide,  ut  cum  aliquo  in  tenebrU  mices." 
"  Micare  digit'is^  is  a  kind  of  game.  Thofe  who  play  at  it 
*  ft  retch  out,  with  great  quicknefs,  as  many  fingers  of  one  hand 

each,  as  they  pleafi;,  and  at  the  fame  inftant  both  guefs  iiow 
M  many  aie  hdd  up  by  the  two  together ;  aad  he  who  gaeflet 

i^ht  frint  die  game :  heace  a  ibarp  fight  ii  neceflary,  and 

alio  great  oonfideoce  when  it  is  played  in  the  dark." 

The  Chinefe  have  certainly  the  acer  v'tfui^  but  I  doubt  much 
whether  they  have  faith  enough  in  each  other's  inte<;rity  to  play 
at  the  game  of  fingers  in  the  dark,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Ci- 
cero, was  a  ftrong  teft  of  a  truly  honcll  man.  The  fame  gaiUQ 
ia  £ud  to  be  iUll  played  in  Italy  under  the  name  of  Morra  *, 

The  officers  about  Tuen-min-yucn  ufed  to  play  a  kind  of  cbefi^ 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  eflentlally  different  from  that  game 
as  played  by  the  Perfians,  the  Indians,  and  other  oriental  nations, 
both  with  regard  to  the  lines  drawn  on  the  board,  the  form  of 
the  chefs-men,  and  the  moves,  from  which  I  fhould  rather  con- 
clude it  to  be  a  game  of  their  own  invention,  than  an  introduc- 
tion either  from  India  or  hy  the  army  of  Get^is'tJ^aMf  as  fome 
authors  have  conjedured. 

*  Adam'*  RouMO  Aoti^ultiea. 

The 
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-  The  iflbtilt  oC  gaming  U  fo  uoiveffiU  In  moft  of  the  txmju 
and  cidetl  that  la  almoft  every  bye>oonier,  groupes  are  to  be 
Ibund  playing  at  canb  or  t3uo«di^(  dicc^  They  are  accnfed 
even  of  frequently  (taking  their  wivei  and  children  on  the  ha- 
zard of  a  die.  It  may  eafily  be  concdved  that  where  a  man 
can  fell  hit  chUdien  intoflavery,  thete  can  be  little  femorie> 
in  the  breaft  of  a  gamefter  reduced  to  his  hUl  ftake,  to  rilk 
the  lofs  of  what  the  law  has  landioaed  him  to  di^xile  of« 
Yet  we  arcTcry  gravely  aflured  by  fome  of  the  reverend  mtilioii- 
aries,  that  the  Chinefe  are  entirely  ignorant  of  all  games  of 
chance  ;*'  that  **  they  can  enjoy  no  amulements  but  iiicfa  as  are 
authorized  by  the  laws."  Thefc  gentlemen  fnrely  could  not 
be  ignorant  that  one  of  their  moft  fitvonrile  iporu  is  cock-fight- 
ing, and  that  this  cruel  and  unmanly  mmifimeitit  as  they  are 
pleafed  to  coofider  it,  is  lull  as  eagerly  purfued  by  the  uppee 
clafles  in  China  at,  to  their  fliame  and  di%nce  be  it  fpcten,  it 
continues  to  be  by  tbofe  in  a  fimilar  fituadon  in  fome  parts  of 
Europe.  The  training  of  quails  for  the  lame  crod  purpofe  of 
butchering  each  other  furniflies  abundance  of  employment  for 
the  idle  and  diffipated.  They  have  even  extended  their  enqiu- 
lies  after  fighting  animals  into  the  infeft  tribe,  in  which  they 
have  difcovered  a  fpeciet  of  grjUiu,  or  locuft,  that  will  attack  each 
other  vnth  fuch  iRsrocity  at  fddom  to  quit  their  hold  without 
brtng^g  away  at  the  iame  time  a  limb  of  their  antagonift. 
Thefe  little  creatures  are  fed  and  kept  apart  in  bamboo  cages} 
and  the  caftom  of  making  them  devour  each  other  is  fo  conv- 
mon  that,  during  the  fummer  mondit,  fcarcely  a  boy  is  6ea 
without  his  cage  and  bis  grafthoppert. 

I  have 
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I  have  dnady  hid  occtfion  to  obfervc  that  the  natural  dtTpofi- 
tkm  of  the  Chineie  Ihoiilihfeem  to  have  fuffered  almoft  a  total 
diange  by  the  influence  of  die  laws  and  maxims  of  government, 
an  influence  which,  in  thu  country  mote  than  eUewhere,  has 
given  a  hiaa  to  the  manners,  ftntimenii,  and  moral  charaAer  of  ' 
the  people ;  for  here  every  ancient  ptorerb  carries  with  it  the 
ibrce  of  a  law.  While  they  are  by  nature  quiet,  paflive,  and 
timid,  the  date  of  fociety  and  the  abuTe  of  the  laws  by  which 
they  are  governed,  have  rendered  them  indifferent,  unfediog, 
and  even  crud,  as  a  few  examples,  which  among  many  others 
occurred,  will  but  too  clearly  bear  evidence ;  and  as  the  parti- 
cular loftanoes,  firom  wlueh  I  have  ibmedmes  drawn  an  inference, 
accorded  vnth  the  common  actions  and  occurrences  of  life,  I  have 
not  hefitated  to  confider  them  as  fb  many  general  features  in  their 
moral  chan£ier}  at  the  feme  time  I  am  aware  that  allowances 
ought  to  be  made  €ok  partieuhur  ways  of  thinkiqg,  and  for  cut 
toms  endrely  diffimilar  from  our  own^  which  are,  therefore, 
not  esaftty  to  be  appreciated  by  the  feme  rule  as  if  they  had 
occurred  in  our  own  country.  The  pubUc  feafb  of  Sparta,  in 
which  the  girls  danced  naked  in  prefence  of  young  men,  had 
not  the  fame  eflSsdt  on  the  Lacedemonian  youth,  as  they  might 
l>e  fuppofed  to  i»x>duce  in  Europe  ;  nor  is  the  delicacy  of  the 
Hindoo  women  offended  by  looking  on  the  Lingam.  Thus 
the  Chinefe  are  entitled  to  our  indulgence  by  the  peculiar  cir'- 
cumftances  under  which  they  are  placed,  but  I  leave  it  in  the 
bread  of  the  reader  to  make  what  allowance  he  may  think  they 
ideferve. 

The 
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The  comoMMi  pnOioe  of  iiciggii^*witlitl»  bHnkNi  !im  gOM' 
tally  been  «oo(idered  by  the  aiifliooeriM  m  the  Hgjht  ef  a'geiu 
tie  oomAion,  OFercifed  by  men  in  power  flfVer  ihdr  infierioi\- 
jaft  as  a  father  would  chailife  hif  fim,  bi)t  not  as  a  punifhment 
to  which  difgrace  is  attached.  However  lightly  thefe  gentle* 
men  may  chufe  to  treat  this  homUiating  chafUrcment,  to  which 
all  are  liable  from  the  prime  mlnifter  to  the  pcafant,  it  is  but 
too  often  infliilcJ  in  the  anp;er  and  by  the  caprice  of  a  man  in 
ofTice,  and  frequently  witli  circumftanccs  of  unwarrantable 
cruelty  and  injuftice.  Of  the  truth  of  this  remark  we  had  ievc- 
ral  inHanccs.  In  our  return  down  the  Pcl-ho^  the  vater  being 
confi  Jcratily  llnHower  than  when  we  lirft  failed  up  this  river, 
one  of  our  accommodation  barges  got  aground  in  the  middle  of 
the  night.  The  air  was  piercing  cold,  and  the  poor  creatures 
belonging  to  the  vefiel  me  bufy  udi  liiiuUe  la  the  mldft  of 
the  river,  uliiig  their  eodearoun  to  get  her  oC  The  reft 
of  the  fleet  hed  gcocee^,  end  the  petienoe  of  the  fii* 
periatendiag'offieer  et  leogth  bring  csheiiflied,  he  ovdeied 
hb  foldien  to  flog  the  cqicain  and  the  trhole  emri  erhieh  Wee 
eceordlngly  done  in  a  mod  unmerciful  manner :  and  this  wae 
their  only  reward  for  the  ufe  of  the  yacht,  ihcv  tieac  end 
labour  for  two  dayfc  The  inllance  of  degrading  an  ofiioer  end 
flogging  all  his  people,  becaaie  the  meat  Ittougfat  for  bur  u(e 
was  a  little  tainted  when  the  temperature  mfg  at  88*^  ia  the 
(hade,  I  have  already  had  occafioa  to  nodoe» 

• 

Wheneter  the  wind  ens  contiary,  or  H  was  Ibnnd  neeel&ry 
to  track  the  veflitls  wffiaSL  the  ftream,  a  nnesber  of  fien  weif 
eiB|iioy«i  £ar  this  pncpolii.  The  poor  cttfltuns  were  elways 
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pvefled  into  ilib  dtAgreeilile  and  Idmioiit  ferrke,  for  wUcb 
tliejr  weie  to  feodve  aboiit  fixpence  a  day  fo  long  m  they 
ttadKd,  wkhoot  any  allowance  being  made  to  them  for  recom* 
ing  to  the  place  from  whence  they  were  forced.  Tbe(e  people 
knowing  the  dUBculty  there  wee  ^getting  others  to  Aipply  their 
phcet,  and  that  thehr  iervkei  wodM  be  required  until  fnch  (hoold 
be  procured,  generally  deferred  fay  night,  difregarding  their  pay. 
In  order  to  procure  others,  the  olBcers  difpatched  their  foldien 
fo  the  neareft  vilkge,  taking  the  inhabiianti  by  forprize  and 
fotdng  them  out  of  their  beds  to  join  the  yachts.  Scarcely 
a  night  occurred  la  which  fome  poor  wretdiea  did  not  fuSer 
die  ladie8  of  the  foldiera  for  attempting  to  e&ape,  or  for  pleading 
the  excuTe  of  old  age,  or  infirmi^*   It  was  painfol  to  behold 
Ae  deplorable  condition  of  fome  of  thcfe  creatures.  Several 
were  half  naked  and  appeared  to  be  wafting  ^nd  languifiiing 
for  want  of  food.    Yet  the  tafk  of  dragging  along  the  veflclt 
was  &r  from  being  light.   Sometimes  they  were  under  the  ne» 
ceffity  of  wading  to  the  middle  in  mud;  fometimcs  to  fwim 
acrofs  cre^,  and  immediately  afterwards  to  expofe  their  naked 
bodies  to  a  fcorching  fun  ;  and  they  were  always  driven  by  a 
foldier  or  the  liflor  of  feme  petty  police  officer  carrying  in  hisi 
hand  an  enormous  whip,  with  which  he  laQied  them  with  as 
little  lelu^ance  as  if  they  had  been  a  team  of  horfes^ 

• 

The  Dutch  Enhaily  proceeded  fay  land  to  the  capital,  in  the 
mlddleofwiiiAer,  when  the  liven  and  canals  were  froien*  The 
dtermometer  was  fVequemly  from  8  to  16  degrees  below  the 
freezing  point,  and  the  face  of  the  country  was  moftly  covered 
with  ice  and  -fiiow;  yet  they  were  nfien  under  the  necef- 

3  % 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA.  163 

fity  of  travelling  all  night ;  and  the  pcafimtry,  who  were  preflfed 

to  carry  the  prcfents  and  their  baggage,  notwithftandtng  their 
heavy  loads,  were  obliged  to  keep  up  with  them  as  long  as  they 
could.  In  the  courle  of  two  nights,  Mr.  Van  Braam  obfcrves, 
not  Icfs  than  eight  of  thefe  poor  wretches  ad;ually  expired 
under  their  burdens,  through  cold,  hunger,  fatigue,  and  the 
cruel  treatment  oi  tliclr  drivers. 

It  had  been  the  pradice  of  &mt  of  the  gendemsn  of  the 
Britifli  embalTy,  in  dieir  return  through  the  country,  to  walk 
during  a  part  of  the  day,  and  to  join  die  baig^  towards  the 
hour  of  dinner.  One  day  an  officer  of  high  rank  took  it  into 
hit  head  to  interrupt  them  in  thdr  ufual  walk,  and  Ibr  Uiit 
purpofc  difpatched  afttt  them  idne  (ht  ten  of  Ida  (bjdiers,  who 
fisrced  .them  in  a  rude  manner  to  return  to  the  Tefllela.  Onr 
two  condodofs  Vm  and  CSfrov,  coming  up  at  die  time,  and  be- 
ing made  acquainted  with  the  drcomftance,  gave  to  each  d  iht 
ibldiers  a  mod  fevere  flogging.  One  of  thcfc,  who  had  been 
particularly  infolent,  had  bis  ears  bored  through  with  iron  wir^ 
and  liis  liands  bound  to  them  for  feveral  days.  The  viceroy 
of  Canton  was  at  this  time  with  the  cmhafTy,  and  bcinp-  in  rank 
fuperlor  to  the  offending  officer,  he  ordered  tlic  Litter  to  appear 
before  liim,  gave  him  a  fevere  reprimand,  and  kntenced  him  to 
receive  forty  ftrokcs  of  the  bamboo  as  a  gentle  corre^ion.  CXir 
two  Chinefe  friends  were  particularly  prefling  that  the  gentlemen 
infulted  fliould  be  prefent  at  the  puniftiment  of  the  ofEcer,  and 
it  was  not  without  difficulty  they  could  be  perfuaded  that  fuch  a 
icene  would  not  aflfonl  thm  any  gratification.  It  liappened  allb^ 
in  tke  Dotch  embafly,  that  an  in&rior  officer  wai  flogged  and 
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difgneed  by  tfior  condodon  for  not  ha<ving  in  rea^efs  »(u^ 
fident  nuMber  of  coolict  or  portento  proceed  intk  die  biggager 
tod  to  cmj  the  (edan  daSn  in  wluehtliey  travelled.. 

The  tyraony  that  men  in  office  exerdfe  over  the  muUittide^ 
and  each  other,  is  perfedly  agreeable  to  the  fyftematlc  fuh- 
ordinatton  which  the  law  has  fandlioncd.  But  as  authority  is  % 
dangerous  depofic  in  the  hands  of  the  wifeft>  and  leads  (bnie^ 
dmes  the  moft  wary  to 

«  Flay  foeli  fiuldUe  tii^  bcfoR  kig^  ktVM 
**  A*  mke  the  ugdi  weep,** 

what  muft  the  cflcds  of  it  be  when  vcfted  in  an  illiterate  Cii?- 
nefc  or  rude  Tartar  who  has  no  other  talent  or  recommenda- 
tion for  liis  authority  than  the  power  alone  which  his  office 
allows  hiiu  to  exercife  I 

Several  inftaoces  however  occurred  in  the  courfe  of  our  jouyw 
ney  through  the  country,  which  icemed  to  mark  the  fame  unfeel- 
ing and  hard-hearted  difpofition  to  exift  between  perfona  of  equal 
condition  in  life,  as  in  men  in  office  over  their  inferiors.  One 
of  thefe  afforded  an  extraordinary  trait  of  inhumanity.  A  poor 
fellow  at  Macao,  in  the  employ  of  the  Britilh  fadlory  there* 
fell  by  accident  from  a  wall  and  pitched  upon  his  ikuH.  His 
companions  took  him  up  with  TCTf  little  appearance  of  life 
and,  in  this  ftate,  were  carrying  him  away  towards  the  ikirta 
of  the  town,  where  they  were  met  by  one  of  the  medical  gen- 
tlemen belonging  to  the  embaffy.  He  interrogated  them  what 
they  meant  to  do  with  the  unfortunate  •  maU)  and  was  very 
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coolly  anfwered,  they  were  going  to  bury  him.  Having  ex- 
prefTcd  his  aftoniftiment  thar  they  ihoukl  think  of  putting  a 
man  into  the  grave  before  the  breath  was  out  of  his  budy,  they^ 
replied  that  they  were  of  opinion  he  never  could  recover,  aud 
Om  if  they  canied  him  home  he  would  only  be  a  tRHiUe  end 
eipenoe  to  hk  friends  fo  long  es  he  reouuned  In  a  fitaadon  which 
xendefed  Mm  imabie  to  aflift  hsmfelf.  The  nan,  however,  by 
the  hnmanity  and  attention  of  DoQor  Scott,  was  xeftored  again 
to  his  hmSiy  and  to  thofe  fiiends  who  knew  fi>  wdl  to  appre* 
date  the  talne  of  hb  life. 

The  dodor  howerer  was  not  aware  €i  the  xiik  he  xan  in  diua 
exerdfing  his  hnmamtT',  as  by  a  law  of  the  country,  whidi  ap* 
pears  to  us  eznaordinary,  if  a  wonnded  man  be  taken  into  the 
protection  and  durge  of  any  peribn  with  a  view  to  cfieft  hia 

recover}',  and  he  ihould  happen  to  die  under  his  hands,  the  per* 
ion  into  whofe  care  he  was  laft  taken  is  liable  to  be  punifl&fld 
with  death,  unlcfs  he  can  produce  undeniable  evidence  to  prove 
how  the  wound  was  made,  or  that  he  furvivcd  it  forty  days. 
The  confequcnce  of  fuch  a  law  is,  that  if  a  pcrlon  fliould  11  ppcu 
to  be  mortally  wounded  in  an  affray,  he  is  fuffered  to  die  in  the 
ftreets,  from  the  fear  (Oiould  any  oae  take  charge  of  him]  of 
being  made  refponfible  for  hi£  life. 

A  ftriking  inftance  of  the  fatal  effcdls  of  fuch  a  law  happened 
at  Canton  lately.  A  6re  broke  out  in  tlic  fuburbs  and  three 
Chinefe,  in  adidlng  to  extinguifh  it,  had  their  limbs  fradured 
and  were  otherwife  dreadfully  wounded  by  the  falling  of  a  wall. 
The  fuigeoA  of  llie  Eoglifli  &£tory,  wkh  ail  the  alacrity  .to  ad« 
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mtniOer  retief  to  fufiering  httmiiiity,  whteh  clutiderizei  die  pro- 
leffion  in  Britain,  dircAed  them  to  be  ciurried  to  the  fiidory,  and 
'WBS  prepariag  to  perform  amputadon,  as  the  only  poflible  meaiw 
of  faving  their  lives,  when  one  of  the  Hong  merchants  having 
heard  what  was.  going  on'  ran  with  great  halb  to  the  ptaee, 
and  entreated  the  furgeon  hj  no  means  to  think  of  pexformtog 
any  operation  upon  them,  but  rather  to  fuffer  them  %fi  be  taken 
away  from  the  £idory  as  fpeedity  as  poffible  ;  adding  that,  how- 
ever good  his  intentions  might  be,  if  any  one  of  the  patients 
Hiould  die  under  his  hands,  he  would  inevitably  be  tried  for  mur- 
der,  and  the  moil  mitigated  puniihment  would  be  that  of  baullh- 
mentfor  life  into  the  wilds  of  Tartary.  The  wounded  Chincfe 
were  accordingly  removed  privately,  and,  no  doubt,  abandoned 
to  their  fate. 

•  « 

The  operation  of  fuch  a  barbarous  Uiw  (for  ib  it  appears 
to  us)  will  ierve  to  expUdn  the  condud  of  the  Cbinefe  in  the 
following  inftanee.  In  the  courfe  of  our  journey  down  tfa« 
grand  eanal  we  had  oecafion  to  witnefi  a  feene,  which  was 
confidered  as  a  lenu&able  eicample  of  a  want  of  feUow^feeliog. 
Of  the  number  of  perfons  who  had  crowded  down  to  the  banks  of 
the  canal  ieveral  had  pofted  tbemielves  upon  the  h^h  prcijedl* 
ing  ftern  of  an  old  veiTel  which,  ivkfortunately,  breaking  down 
with  the  weight,  the  whole  groupe  tumbled  with  the  wreck  into 
die  canal,  jud  at  the  moment  when  the  yachts  of  the  embalTy  were 
pacing.  Although  numbers  of  boats  were  failing  about  the  plac^ 
none  were  perceived  to  go  to  the  afliftaace  of  thofe  that  were  ftrug- 
gling  in  the  water.  They  even  feemed  not  to  know  that  fuch  an 
accident  had  happened,  nor  could  the  ihrieks  of  the  boys, 
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ikMttog  on  pieces  of  the  wreck,  attraA  their  attentioik  One 

fellow  was  obfcrvcd  very  bufily  employed  in  picking  up,  widfc 
his  boat-hook,  the  hat  of  a  drowning  man.  It  was  in  vain  wc 
endeavoured  to  prevail  on  the  people  of  our  veifel  to  heave  to 
and  fend  the  boat  to  their  affiftance.  It  is  true,  we  were  tlien 
going  at  the  rate  of  feven  miles  an  hour,  which  was  the  plea 
they  made  for  not  flopping.  I  have  no  doubt  that  ieveral  of 
tfaefe  iinfbctuoate  people  moft  inevitably  have  pejrUhed. 

Bdng  thus  inlisnfibk  to  the  fofeiagi  of  their  compioSoot 
and  countrymen,  little  oompaffioa  ii  to  be  eipedled  from  then 
towards  finngott  From  a  manaicripi  jomntl,  htpt  hj  a  gen- 
tfonan  in  the  fiute  of  the  Dutch.  Embaflkdor,  it  appean  thal^ 
on  their  ronte  to  the  capital,  the  writer  felt  aa  iacHnation  to  try 
bis  ikaitt  on  a  Iheet  of  ice  that  they  palTed  by  the  road-fide  }  he 
wai  alfo  urged  to  it  by  the  conducing  officers.  Having  pro- 
ceeded to  fome  diftance  from  the  niore,  the  ice  gave  way  and 
he  fell  in  up  to  the  neck.  Tlic  Chinefe,  inftead  of  rendering 
him  any  affiftance,  in  the  abfence  of  his  own  countrymen  who 
had  gone  forwards,  ran  away  laughing  at  this  accident  and 
left  him  to  fcramble  out  as  well  as  he  could,  which  was  not 
eifecicd  without  very  great  dtOiculty. 

But,  if  further  proofs  were  wanting  to  eftablifh  the  infenfibic 
and  incompaffionate  charatler  of  the  Chinefe,  the  horrid  prac- 
tice of  infanticide,  tolerated  bycdftom  and  encouraged  by  the 
government,  can  leave  no  doobt  on  dkit  fubjed.-^!  ventore  to 
&y  encouraged,  becaufe  where  the  legiflatuse  does  not  inter- 
foe  10  prevent  crimes,  it  certainly  may  be  find  to  lend  them  it» 
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connteoance.  No  law,  however,  allowt,  as  I  obferve  'it  aoticed 
in  a  modern  author  of  reputation,  a  father  to  expofe  all  the 
danghters  and  the  tliird  (on.  I  believe  the  !aw<^  of  China  do 
not  fuppofc  Tuch  an  unnatural  crime  to  OKift,  and  have  there- 
fore provided  no  puniihtnent  for  it.  It  is  truc»  they  have  left  a 
child  to  the  entire  difpcfal  of  the  father,  concluding,  perhaps, 
that  if  his  feelineis  will  not  prevent  him  from  doing  it  an  injury, 
no  other  conlidcration  will.  Thus,  though  the  commifnon  of 
infanticide  be  fretiuent  in  China,  it  is  confidered  as  more  pru- 
dent to  wink  at  it  as  an  inevitable  evil  wliich  natural  afTcdion 
will  better  correal  t;^au  peaal  (Ututea;  an  evil  that,  on  the  other 
band,  if  publicly  tolerated,  wonM  dfacQly  coatTMiid  the  grand 
principle  of  fillat  piety,  upoQ'wfaidi  thdr  fyftea  of  obedience 
ftfb,  and  didr  patrUndbal  form-  of  gOYenunent  is  foandcd. 

It  is,  however,  tacitly  confidered  as  a  put  of  the  du^  of  the 
poUoe  of  Fddn  to  .employ  cemia  pei^ws  to  go  thdr  roiinds, 
4tanearl7lioi]rintheiiiofiiiiig,  with  cwts,  in  ofder  to  pick  up 
fadi  Indies  of  inftats  as  may  Imve  been  thrown  ont  Into  the 
flxcets  in  tbe  caatfk  of  the  night*.  Noinijoiriesaice  made,  but  the 
bodies  «e  canied  to  a  common  pit  witliout  tlie  city  walls,  into 
wliich  all  thde  tliat  may  be  liTiog,  as  wdt  as  tboTe  that  ait  dead, 
aie  (aid  to  be  thrown  promiicuouily.  At  tysbotiible  pit'of  de- 
ftnifitiqn  the  Roman  Gatliolie  miffionaries,  efiaUiflied  in  Pekio^ 
attend  by  turns  as  a  part  of  the  duties  of  Uieir  office,  in  oider, 
as  one  of  them  expreflfed  himlelf  10  me  on  this  fubje<^,  to  chuie 
among  them  thofe  that  arc  the  moft  iivclj',  to  make  future 
piofelytcs^  and  by  the  adminiftntion  of  bi^tifm  to  fuch  of  the 
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nft  as  might  be  lUU  9SS!f^paif!aur fiuiverPame,  The  Mahome^ 
dans  who,  at  the  time  that  their  ftn^cea  were  u&ful  in  affifting  to 
prepare  the  national  calendar,  had  a  powerful  iafloetice ,  at 
Court,  did  much  better:  thefe  zealons  bigots  to  a  religion, 
whole  leaft  diftingui(hing  feature  is  that  of  hiunanity,  were, 
however,  on  theie  occafions,  the  means  of  laving  the  ^res  of  all 
the  liede  innocents  they  poffibly  could  fitve  from  this  maw  of 
death,  vi4iich  was  an  humane  aft:,  although  it  mi^t  be  for  die 
pnrpole  of  bringing  them  up  in  the  principles  of  their  own  faith. 
I  was  aflfured  by  one  of  the  Chriftiafrmiffionaries,  with  whom  I 
had  daily  converlation  during  a  refidence  of  five  we^  wldiln 
the  vralls  of  the  Emperor's  palace  at  Tuta-m»-yiie»f  and  who 
took  his  turn  in  attending,  /oiir  kmr  faaner  Vame^  that  fuch 
fcenes  were  fometimes  exhibited  on  chefe  occafions  as  to  maki^ 
die  feeling  mind  fliudder  with  horror.  When  I  mention  that 
dogs  and  fwine  are  let  looie  in  all  the  narrow  Greets  of  the  ca- 
pital, the  reades  may  conceive  what  will  fometimes  neceflarily 
happen  to  the  expofed  infants,  before  the  police-carts  can  pick 
them  up. 

The  number*     children  dius  unnaturally  and  inhumanly 

ilaughteied^  or  Interred  alive,  Inthecourfe  of  a  year,  is  difie- 
i^dy  (lated  by  different  audiors,  ibme  making  it  about  ten 
and  others  thirty  thoufand  in  the  whole  empire*  The  truth,  at 
generally  happens,  may  probably  lie  about  the  noddle.  The 
miffionaries,  who  alone  poflels  the  means  of  afcertaining  nearly 
the  number  that  is  thus  lacrificed  in  the  capital,  differ  very  ma- 
teriaJly  in  dieur  ftatements  :  taking  the  mean,  as  given  by  thofe 
with  whom  we  converied  on  the  fubjedi,  I  ibould  conclude  that 
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«lKiut  twtntjr^bor  tnfiuttt  wev^  on  an  average,  in  Pelio,  daily 
carried  to  the  pit  of  death  yrbftc  the  Utde  tonoceats  that  hav^ 
not  yet  bieatfaed  their  kft  are  oondemn^^  without  remorie» 

«» •  to  be  fliflcd  in  the  vault, 

'*  To  whuiz  foul  moaUi  no  hcalrhfiwnc  air  breathes  ia^ 
"  Aad  cherc  tiic.'* 

This  calculation  gives  nine  tliouiaiid  nearly  for  the  caphat 
alone,  where  it  is  fuppofed  about  an  equal  number  are  expofed 
to  that  of  all  the  other  parts  of  the  empire.  Thofe,  whofe 
conftant  refidenoe  ia  upon  the  wMer,  and  whole  poverty,  or  (a> 
periUtion,  or  total  bfenliUntf ,  or  whatever  the  canie  may  he 
that  leads  them  to  the  perpetration  of  an  ai£l  againft  which  n»> 
tare  revolts,  finnetinies,  it  ia  faid,  estpofe  tficlr  infimts  hy 
throwing  tliem  into  the  canal  <v  river  with  a  gourd  tied  roond 
their  necks,  to  keep  the  head  al>ove  vrater,  and  preferve  then| 
alive  until  Ibme  humane  petfon  may  be  induced  to  them 
up. '  Tlua  bazaidona  experiment,  in  a  country  where  hnmamty 
appears  to  be  reduced  to  fi>  low  an  dib,  can  onTy  be  confidered 
at  an  a||;gravation  of  crudty.  I  have  fixn  the  dead  body  of  an 
iufimtt,  hut  without  any  gourd,  boating  down  th^  river  of  Gai^ 
ton  among  the  boats,  and  the  people  leemed  to.t^  no  more 
nodce  of  it  than  if  it  had  been  the  carcafe  of  a  dog :  thiS|  indeed, 
would  inajl  prolHd>ility  have  attraded  didr  attention,  dogi  bring 
aa  artfde  of  Cbbd  commonly  ufed  by  them  j  the  miferable  half- 
famiflied  Chinefe,  living  upon  the  water,  are  glad  to  get  any 
thing  in  the  ihape  of  animal  food,  which  they  will  even  eat  in  a 
ftate  of  putrefaction.   Yet,  little  fcrupulous  as  they  are  with 
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regaid  to  diet,  I  am  not  creduious  enough  to  believe  tbe  bfiniZ 
mation  of  a  Swe^  author*  to  be  coned  in  his  fiatementof  a 
core  for  a  oenain  difeafe,  though  ^  He  baa  no  reafon  to  douln 
of  die  fad,*'  per  ttmttptiyutf  akemis  Sehu^  mbermt  Jefumo"'^ 
eating  cbildreu  evtry  Giber  day  ! 

A  piOnre  fo  hoTttd  in  ita  nature  aa  tlie  ezpofing  of  inftntt 
prefents  to  the  Imagination  is  not  to  be  furpafled  among  die 
moft  fkrage  nadcni.  The  celebrated  legUlator  of  Athena  made 
no  law  to  puniih  parricide,  liecauie  he  conlidered  it  as  a  crime 
againfl  nature,  too  heinous  ever  to  be  committed,  and  that  the 
bare  fuppofition  of  fuch  a  crime  woold  luve  di%raced  the  coua« 
Vrj.  The  Chincfe,  in  like  manner,  have  no  pofitive  law  againft  in- 
fanticide. The  Iav7s  of  the  rude  and  warlike  Spartans  allowed 
iii£uitioide,  of  which,  however,  the  parents  were  not  the  per- 
^rators,  nor  the  abettors.  Nor,  among  thcfc  people,  were  the 
weak  and  fickly  children,  deemed  by  the  magiftrates  unlikely 
ever  to  become  of  ufe  to  themfelves,  or  to  the  public,  thrown 
into  the  aTrs^rpeij,  or  common  rcpofitory  of  the  dead  bodies  of 
children,  until  life  had  been  previoufiy  extingulfbed,  we  wiU 
charitably  fuppofe,  by  gentle  and  the  lead  painful  means. 

The  expofing  of  children,  however,  it  mufl  be  allowed,  was 
very  common  among  the  ancients.  The  ftcm  and  rirtid  virtues 
of  the  Romans  allowed  tliis  among  many  other  cufloms,  that 
were  more  unnatural  than  amiable,  and  fuch  as  In  civilized  fo- 
cietics  of  the  prci'cnt  djy  would  have  been  confidcrcil  among 
the  molt  atroaous  of  moral  crimes.    A  RomAn  father,  if  his  ia- 
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hnt  was  meant  to  be  prcfcrved,  lifted  it  from  the  ground  in  bat 
arms;  If  he  ncgledcd  that  ceremonv,  the  child,  it  would  feetn, 
was  confidercd  as  doomed  to  cxpoliirc  in  the  highway.  Thus, 
in  the  Andrian  of  Terence,  where,  though  the  fcenc  is  not  laid 
in  Rome,  Roman  cuftoms  are  dcfcribed,  "  quidquid  peperilTct, 
**  decreverunt  tollere."  "  Let  it  be  boy  or  girl  they  have  rc- 
"  folved  to  lift  it  from  the  ground."  Nor  indeed  is  fecret  in- 
fimtidde  luikaowii  ia  modem  Europe,  ilthough  it  may  be  cmw 
iog  to  a  dafietent  principle.  la  fudi  caiei,  the  ka&  of  fli«me  and 
the  iear  of  eacoootieriDg  die  fconi  and  obloquf  of  the  worid 
have  deternuned  die  condn^  of  die  iin^ppy  mothei^  bcfim 
die  fedingt  of  oatufe  conld  have  tiaie  to  operMiei  fbr  I  aa 
wining  to  hope  dut  none  who  had  em  experienced  a  modiei^t 
fcidinge  and  a  modief^i  joy  woidd  eoa&nt  by  any  meant,  direA 
or  indireft,  cir  under  any  impreffion  of  lear  of  lhame,  of  leorn^ 
or  biting  ptnuEy,  to  die  deftrudion  of  a  iiew4xim  bibc.  And 
I  may  Tcnture  to  lay  with  confidence,  that  a  BritHh  comger»  , 
however  indigent,  would  divide  his  fcanty  pittance  among  n 
dozen  children  rather  than  confent  to  let  forae  of  them  perifli, 
that  he  and  the  red  might  fare  the  better,  were  even  our  lawa 
at  tacit  on  this  fubjed  at  thofe  of  China* 

Some  of  the  Cliriftian  mifTionarics,  In  their  accounts  of  this 
country,  have  attempted  to  palliate  the  unnatural  ad  of  expof- 
ing  infants,  by  attributing  it  to  the  midwife,  who  they  pretend 
to  fay,  from  knowing  the  drcumftancet  of  the  parents,  (Irangle 
the  child  without  the  Imowledg^  of  the  modber,  tdling  her  that 
the  infant  watiliU-bom.  Othert  have  afiribed  the  pndifie-ton 
belief  in  the  mctempfycons,  or  tranfinigration  of  ibult  into 
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other  bodies ;  that  the  parents,  feeing  their  children  muft 
be  doomed  to  poverty,  think  it  is  better  at  once  to  let  the 
foul  efcape  in  fearch  of  a  more  happy  aiylum,  than  to.lm^^ia 
one  condemned  to  want  and  wretchednefs.  No  dc^ee^c^  Tu- 
perdition,  one  would  imagine,  could  prevail  upoQ  a  parent  to 
reafon  thus,  in  that  moft  anxious  and  critical  moment  whea 
the  combined  efforts  ot  hope  and  fear,  of  cxquifite  joy  and 
fcvcre  pain,  agitate  by  turns  the  mother's  breafl.  Refides,  the 
CUincle  trouble  themfeives  very  little  with  fupcrfticious  notions, 
unlcls  where  they  apprehend  fome  perfonal  danger.  Nor  is  it 
more  probable  that  the  midwife  (hould  take  upon  herfelf  the 
commilfion  of  a  concealed  and  voluntary  murder  of  an  innocent 
and  helplcfs  infant,  for  the  fake  of  fparing  thole  feelings  in  an- 
other, of  which  the  fuppoliLion  implies  ihe  couUl  not  poflibly 
partake;  and  if  (he  fliould  be  encouraged  by  the  father,  whofe 
affedions  for  an  infant  child  may  be  more  gradually  unfolded 
than  the  mother's,  to  perpetrate  fo  horrid  an  adY,  wc  mufi:  allow 
that  to  the  cxiftencc  of  unnatural  and  murtherous  parents  muft 
be  added  that  of  hired  ruffians  j  fo  that  Chinefe  virtue  would 
gain  little  by  £uch  a  fuppodtlon. 

It  is  much  more  probable  that  extreme  poverty  and  hopefefi 
indigence,  the  frequent  ezpeiience  of  direful  fanunes^  and  die 
icenes  of  milery  and  calamity  occafioned  by  them;  a^iag  00 
mtods  whofe  afieOcioDS  are  not  very  powerful,  induce  this  unna- 
tural crime  which  common  cuftom  has  encouraged^  and  vHiich  la 
not  prohibited  by  pofitire  law.  That  this  is  the  cafe,  and  that  fii* 
ture  advantages  are  not  overlooked,  will  appear  from  the  cir* 
eumftance  of  almoft  all  the  in^ts  that  are  expofed  being  fe^ 
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jBales,  vrho  ate  the  ieaft  able  to  provide  for  themfelvei^  toA  the 
leaft  profitable  to  thdr  pareats;  and  the  praQlee  u  moft  fre« 
quent  In  crowded  ddes,  wbere  not  only'  poverty  more  com* 
monly  prevails,  but  fo  many  examples  daily  occur  of  inhurafr* 
nity,  of  fummary  punifliments,  a£ts  of  violence  and  crudity^ 
that  the  mind  becomes  callous  and  habitaated  to  fccncs  that  once 
woold  have  fhocked,  and  is  at  length  fcarcely  fufcepttble  of  the 
encvmity  of  crimes. 

t  am  afraid,  however,  it  is  bnt  too  common  a  practice  even  Sn 
the  remoteft  corners  of  tlie  provisoes.  A  relpe£lable  French  mif* 
ilonary,  now  in  London,  who  was  many  years  in  Fo-iien,  told 
me  that  he  once  happened  to  call  on  one  of  his  convens  jud  at 
t)ie  moment  his  wife  was  brought  to-bed.  The  devoted  infant 
ivas  delivered  to  the  father  in  order  to  he  plunged  into  a  jar  of 
water  that  was  prepared  for  the  purpofc.  The  miflionary  ex- 
poflulated  with  the  man  on  the  heinoufncfs  of  an  afl  that  was  a 
crime  againft  God  and  nature.  7  he  man  pcrfiftcd  that,  having 
already  more  tlirai  he  could  fupport,  it  would  be  a  greater  crime 
to  prcferve  a  life  condemned  to  want  and  mifery,  than  to  take  it 
away  without  pain.  The  miflionary,  finding  that  no  argument 
of  his  was  likely  to  divert  him  from  liis  purpofc,  obferved 
that,  as  a  ChrilUan,  he  could  not  refufc  him  the  fatisfadlion  of 
faving  the  infant's  foul  by  baptifm."  During  the  ceremony,  as 
the  father  held  the  infant  in  his  arms  he  happened  to  fix  his 
eyes  on  its  face,  when  the  miflionary  thought  he  perceived  the 
feelings  of  nature  begin  to  work ;  and  he  protradled  the  cere- 
mony to  give  time  for  the  latent  fpark  of  parental  affedion  to 
kindle  into  flame.    When  the  ceremony  was  ended  j  *'  Now,*' 
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fays  the  milTlnnary,  "  I  have  done  my  duty  in  faving  a  foul 
*'  from  perilhing."  "  And  I,"  rejoined  the  man,  "  will  do 
**  mine,  by  faving  its  life,"  and  hurried  away  with  the  iofant  to 
depofit  k  in  the  bofom  of  its  mother. 

•  How  very  weak  then,  in  reality,  muft  be  the  boafted  filial 
affedion  of  the  Chinefe  for  their  parents,  when  they  fcruple  not 
to  become  the  murderers  of  their  own  children,  towards  whom, 
according  to  the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  the  force  of  affedion 
will  ever  be  ftronger  than  for  thofe  whom  the  laws  of  China,  ia 
preference,  have  commanded  to  be  proteded  and  fupported 
when  rendered  incapable  of  aflifting  ihemfeives.  The  truth  of 
this  obfcrvation,  which  I  believe  few  will  call  in  queftion,  is  a 
ilrong  proof  that,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  filial  piety 
among  the  Chinefe  may  rather  be  confidered  in  the  light  of  aa 
ancient  precept,  carrying  with  it  the  weight  of  a  pofitive  law, 
than  the  effed  of  fentiment. 

It  is  right  to  mention  here  (what  however  is  no  palliation  of 
the  crime,  though  a  diminution  of  the  extent  of  it)  a  circum- 
ftance  which  I  do  not  recoiled  to  have  feen  noticed  by  any 
author,  and  the  truth  of  which  I  have  too  good  authority 
to  call  in  queflion.  As  every  corpfc  great  and  fmall  muft  be 
carried  to  a  place  of  buiKil  at  a  confidcrable  diftance  without 
the  city,  and  as  cullom  requires  that  all  funerals  ihould  be  con- 
dudcd  with  very  heavy  expenccs,  people  in  Pekin,  even  thofe 
in  comfortaljlc  circumlUnccs,  make  no  hefitation  in  laying 
in  balkets  lYiil-born  cliildrcn,  or  inlartts  who  may  die  the 
fiift  momh,  knowing  that  they  will  be  uken  up  by  the  police. 
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This  being  the  cafe,  we  may  eafily  conceive  that,  in  a  city  laid 
to coatMD  three  millions  of  people,  a  great  proportion  of  the 
■Ine  thoufand,  which  we  have  luppofed  to  be  annually  expofed, 
may  be  of  the  above  defcription.    According  to  the  rules  of  po- 
litiol  at ithmetic,  and  fuppofing  half  of  thofe  who  died  to  be  ex* 
pafed,  the  tniniher  yroalA  be-flinrinilhed  to  about  4000.  The  ex- 
pence  attending  a  Ghinefe  funeiiat  is  mwe  extrav^at  than  an  * 
Eoropean  can  weH'coiioeivei  A  rich  Hong  merchant  at  Canton 
M  known  to  have  kept  his  mother  near  twdve  months  above- 
ground,  becaofe  it  was  not  convenient  for  Iiim  to  buff  her  in  a 
attnner  fiiitaUe  to  hit  inppoled  wealth  and  flation. 

I  am  informed  alfo  that  foundling  hofpitals  do  exift  in  China, 
.  but  diat  they  are  on  a  finiaU  ftale,  bdog  ralfed  and  fitpported  fay 
donations  of  individuals,  and  thefar  condnuance  is  therefore 
«B  precarious  as  the  wealth  of  thdr  charitable  founderst 

.  Theft  nniavourabte  features  in  the  chi^Qer  of  a  people,  whole 
natural  difjjoiition  is  n^hcr  ferocious  nor  moroie ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  mild,  obliging,  and  cheerful,  can  be  attributed  only  to 
the  habits  in  which  they  have  been  trained,  and  to  the  heavy 
hand  of  power  perpetually  hanging  over  them.  That  this  is 
actually  the  cafe  may  be  inferred  from  the  general  conduct  and 
charaftcr  of  thofe  vaft  multitudes  who,  from  time  to  time,  have 
emigrated  to  the  Phillipine  iflands,  Batavia,  Pulo  Pinang  and 
other  parts  of  our  Eaft  Indian  fettlements.  In  thofe  places  they 
are  not  lefs  remarkable  for  their  honefty,  than  for  their  peace- 
able and  induftrious  habits.   To  the  Dutch  ia  Batavia  they  are 
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Biafons,  ourpentera,  tailors,  (hoemaken,  Ihopkeepers,  banken, 
and,  in  Ihort,  every  thing.  Indolence  and  luxury  are  there 
arrived  to  fuch  a  hdght  that»  without  ihe  ailiftance  of  the 
Chinefe)  the  Dutch  would  literally  be  in  danger  of  ftarving. 

Yet  the  infamous  government  of  that  place,  in  the  year  1741, 
caufed  to  be  maHacred,  in  cold  blood,  many  thoufands  of  thefe 
harmlefs  people  who  ofTercd  no  refiftance;  neither  women  nor 
children  efcaped  the  fury  of  thefe  blood-hounds. 

In  thefe  places  it  appears  alfo,  that  their  quickncfs  at  inven- 
tion is  not  furpaflfed  by  accuracy  of  imitation,  for  which  they 
have  always  beeu  accounted  remarkably  expert  in  their  own 
country.  Man  is,  by  nature,  a  hoarding  anifflal ;  and  his  en- 
deavours to  accumulate  property  will  be  proportioned  to  the 
fecurity  and  ftability  which  the  laws  afford  for  the  poflelEon 
and  enjoyment  of  that  property.  In  China,  the  laws  regarding 
property  arc  infufficlent  to  give  it  that  fecurity :  hence  the  talent  • 
of  invention  is  there  feldom  cxcrcifcd  beyond  fuj:;f!;cfHnf^  the 
means  of  providing  for  the  firfl:  ncccfiitlcs  and  the  mofl:  prelfing 
wants.  A  man,  indeed,  is  afraid  here  to  be  confidcred  as 
wealthy,  well  knowing  that  fome  of  the  rapacious  officers  of 
the  iiate  would  find  legal  reafoas  to  extort  hU  riches  from  him. 

The  exterior  deportment  of  every  clafs  in  China  is  uncommon-^ 
ly  decent,  and  all  their  manners  mild  and  engaging;  but  even  thefe 
amonp;  pcrfons  of  any  rank  arc  conlulcrcd  as  objcfls  ^\orthy  the 
interference  of  tlic  icgilLuurc  ;  hence  it  follows  that  they  arc  cere- 
monious without  fmcerily,  ftudious  of  the  forms  only  of  politenefij 
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-  witlioiU  eitbec  the  cafe  ot  d^Ewioe  of  good>breediag.  Ad  {nfe^or 
makes  a  lbam  attempt  to  fall  oa  Us  knees  before  bis  fupcriar,inl 
the  latter  afieds  a  flight  motion  to  raile  btm.  AcoflDmon  ialutadoii 

has  its  mode  prcfcribed  by  the  court  of  ceremonies;  and  any» 
negle^or  default  in  aplebean  towards  his  fupcrlor  is  [^uniQiahk 
by  corporal  chaftifement,  and  in  men  in  office  by  degradacioil  or 
fji^penlion* ,  In  making  thus  the  exterior  and  public  manners  of 
the  people  a  concern  of  the  legiflatnre,  focietyin  many  refpedt 
was  confiderably  benefited.  Between  equals,  and  among  the 
lower  orders  of  people,  abufive  language  is  very  unufual,  and 
they  feldom  proceed  to  blows.  If  a  quarrel  fliould  be  carrie4 
to  this  cKticmity,  the  conteft  is  rarely  attended  with  more  feri- 
ous  confequences  than  the  lofs  of  the  long  lock  of  hair  growing 
from  the  crown  of  the  head,  or  the  rent  of  their  clothes.  The 
a£t  of  drawing  a  fword,  or  prefcnting  a  pillol,  is  fufhcient  to 
frighten  a  common  Chinefe  into  convuUions  ;  and  their  war- 
riors fliew  but  few  fymptoms  of  bravery.  The  Cliincfe  may 
certainly  be  conUdercd  among  the  moft  timid  people  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  ;  they  feem  to  poflcls  neither  pcrfonai  courage, 
nor  the  leaft  prclcnce  of  mind  in  dangers  or  difficulties  j  con- 
fequences that  are  derived  probably  from  the  influence  of  the 
moral  over  the  phyfical  character.  Vet  there  is  perhaps  na 
country  where  a(Xs  of  fuicide  occur  more  frequently  than  in 
China,  among  the  women  as  well  as  the  men  :  fiich  ads  being 
maiked  with  no  difgrace,  are  not  held  in  any  al)horrencc.  The 
government,  indeed,  fhould  feem  to  hold  out  encouragement  to 
fuicide,  by  a  very  coramou  pradice  of  mitigating  the  fcntence 
of  death,  in  allowing  the  crimiual  to  be  his  own  executioner. 

The 
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The  late  viceroy  of  Canton,  about  two  years  ago,  put  an  end 
to  his  life  hj  fwallowtng  hb  ftooe  faiiffJMttle,  which  ftuck  Ia 
the  ocfophagot ;  and  he  died  in  excniciating  agomes. ' 

laagorernmeottwhereeyeryniaaiafiabletobe  madeailavi^ 
where  every  man  Is  fubjed  to  be  flogged  with  the  bamboo  at 
the  nod  of  one  of  the  lowed  rank  of  thofein  office,  and  where 
he  is  compelled  to  kifs  the  rod  that  beats  him  or,  wlii  h  amoaota 
to  the  flimc  thing,  to  thank  the  tyrant  on  his  knees  for  the  trou- 
ble he  has  taken  to  correct  his  morals,  high  notions  of  honour 
and  dignified  Icntiincnts  arc  not  to  be  expedled. .  Where  the 
maxims  of  the  government  commanding,  and  the  opinions  of 
the  people  agreeing,  that  corporal  punifhmcnt  may  be  in- 
fliflcd,  on  the  ground  of  a  favour  conferred  upon  the  perfon 
punilhcd,  a  principle  of  humiliation  is  admitted  that  is  well 
calculated  to  exclude  and  obliterate  every  notion  of  the  dignity 
of  hnmitt  nature* 

A  flavc,  in  fa(ft,  cannot  be  difhonourcd.  The  condition  it- 
felf  of  being  dependent  upon  and  fubjecl;  to  the  caprice  of 
another,  without  the  privilege  of  appeal,  is  fuch  a  degraded  Hate 
of  the  human  Ipectes,  thak  tbofe  who  are  unfortunately  re- 
duced to  It  have  00  fuitber  ignominy  or  ienie  of  fhame  to  un- 
dei^  The  vicei  of  fuch  a  condition  are  innumerable,  and  they 
appear  on  all  occafions  among  tfaia  people  celebrated  (rather  un-. 
deJerrcdly  I  think)  for  tbdr  poUflied  manners  and  ciinlized  go- 
Temment.  A  Chinefe  merchant  will  cheat,  whenever  an  ofH 
portunity  oflers  him  the  means,  becaufe  he  is  conlidered  to  be 
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incapable  of  acting  honeftly ;  a  Chinefe  peafant  will  fteat  when 
ever  he  can  do  it  without  danger  of  being  detected,  becaufe  the 
punilhtnent  it  only  the  bamboo,  to  which  he  is  daily  liable ; 
and  a  Chinefe  prince,  or  a  prime  minifter,  will  extort  the  pro- 
perty of  the  fubjed,  and  apply  it  to  his  private  ufe.  whenever 
he  thinks  he  can  do  it  with  impunity.  The  only  check  upon 
the  rapacity  of  men  in  power  is  the  influence  of  fear,  arifing 
from  the  poflibility  of  deteQion :  the  love  of  honour,  the  dread 
*  of  fiiamei  and  a  fenfe  of  juftice,  feem  to  be  equally  unfelt  by 
the  majoHty  of  men  in  office. 

It  would  be  needlefs  to  multiply  inSances  to  thofis  already  on 
record  of  the  refined  knavery  difplayed  by  Chinefe  merchanta 
in  their  dealings  with  Europeans,  or  the  tricks  that  they  play  off 
in  their  tranlkfkions  with  one  another.  They  are  well  known 
to  moft  nations,  and  are  proverbial  in  their  own.  A  merchant 
with  them  is  conOdered  as  the  loweft  charadcr  In  the  country, 
as  a  man  that  will  cheat  if  he  can,  and  whofc  trade  it  is  to 
create  and  then  fupply  artificial  wants.  To  this  general  cha- 
radlcr,  which  public  opinion  has  moft  probably  made  to  be 
what  it  is,  an  exception  is  due  to  thole  merchants  who,  ading 
under  the  immediate  fandion  of  the  government,  have  always 
been  remarked  for  their  liberality  and  accuracy  in  their  dealings 
with  Europeans  trading  to  Canton.  Thefe  men  who  are  ftyled 
the /f&fl^  merchants,  in  diftindion  to  a  common  merchant  whom 
they  call  mai-mai-gitty  a  buying  and  Jl-Hiri^r  mart,  mic;ht  not  un- 
juftly  be  compared  with  the  moll  eminent  of  the  mercantile 
clafs  in  England. 

But 
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But  M  tnulen  ia  general  are  degiaded  in  all  die  ftate  maadou, 
and  confequently  in  public  opinion,it  is  not  futpriling  they  Ihoakl 
attach  £0  little  tefpeA  to  the  ebarader  of  foreign  merchants  trad- 
ing to  thdr  ports,  efpedally-aB  leyend  knaviOi  tridcs  have  been, 
pradifed  upon  them,  in  fpite  of  all  thdr  aciitenela  and  precau- 
don.  The  gaudy  watches  of  indifierent  workmanlblp,  ftbri* 
cated  purpofdy  for  the  China  markrt  and  once  in  mdverial  de- 

'  mand,  are  now  fcarcely  alked  for.  One  gentlenian  in  the  Ho- 
nourable Eaft  India  Company's  employ  took  it  into  his  head 
that  cuckoo  clocks  might  prove  a  laleable  article  in  China,  and 
accordingly  laid  in  a  luge  aflbrtment,  which  more  than  anw 

'  fwered  his  moft  fanguine  expe£lations.  But  as  thefe  wooden 
machines  were  conftruded  for  falc  only,  and  not  for  ufe,  the 
cuckoo  clocks  became  all  mute  long  before  the  fecond  arrival  of 
this  gcntlaman  with  another  cargo.  His  clocks  were  now  not 
only  unfaleable,  but  the  former  purchafcrs  threatened  to  return 
theirs  upon  his  hands,  which  would  certairily  have  been  done, 
had  not  .1  thnuj'Ju  entered  his  head,  that  not  only  pacified  his 
former  cuflomers  but  procured  him  aifo  other  purchalers  for 
his  fecond  cargo :  be  convinced  them  by  undeniable  authorities, 
that  the  cuckoo  was  a  very  odd  kind  of  bird  which  fung  only  at 
certain  fcafons  of  the  year,  and  affurcd  them  that  whenever  the 
proper  time  arrived,  all  the  cuckoos  they  had  purchafed  would 
once  again  "  tune  their  melodious  throats."  After  this  it  would 
only  be  fair  to  allow  the  Chinefe  fometimes  to  trick  the  Euro- 
pean  purchafcr  with  a  wooden  ham  ioftead  of  a  real  one. 

But  as  fomethlng  more  honourable  might  be  cxpedted  in  a 
prince  of  the  blood,  a  grandfoa  of  (he  Emperor,  I  (hall  jud 
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inentioii  one  aneodote  that  happened  dtutog  mf  nbpde  in  tlie 
palace  of  Ttteihmm'^ueif,    This  gentleman,  then  about  five* 
and-twenty  years  of  age,  having  no  oftcnfible  employment, 
came  almoft  daily  to  the  liall  of  audience,  where  we  were  arrang- 
ing the  prefents  for  the  Emperor.    He  had  frequently  defired 
CO  look  at  a  gold  time-piece  which  I  wore  in  my  pocket:  one 
morning  I  received  a  meflage  from  him,  by  one  of  the  miifion* 
aries,  to  know  if  1  would  fell  it  and  for  what  price.    I  ex- 
plained to  the  miflionary  that,  being  a  prcfcnt  from  a  friend 
and  a  token  of  remembrance,  I  could  not  willingly  part  with  it, 
but  that  I  would  endeavour  to  procure  him  one  equally  good  from 
our  artificers  who  I  thought  had  fuch  articles  for  fale.    I  foon 
difcovered,  however,  that  his  Royal  Highnefs  had  already  been 
with  thefe  people,  but  did  not  like  their  prices.    The  following 
morning  a  fecond  miflionary  came  to  me,  bringing  a  prefent 
from  the  prince  confiQing  of  about  half  a  pound  of  common 
tea,  a  filk  purfe,  and  a  few  trumpeiT^  trinkets,  hinting  at  the 
fame  time,  that  he  was  expedled  to  carry  back  the  watch  in  re- 
turn as  an  equivalent.    I  requcfled  the  miflionary  immediately 
to  take  back  the  princely  prefent,  which  he  did  with  conlider- 
able  reludance,  dreading  his  Ilighnefs's  difpleafure.    The  poor 
fellow-  happened  to  have  a  gold  watch  about  him,  which  he 
was  defired  to  ihew  %  and  tl|e  fame  day  he  had  a  Tifit  from 
one  of  the  prince's  dom^ca  to  fay,  that  his  mafter  would  do 
hhn  the  honour  lo  accept  his  watch.;  which  he  was  not  only 
under  the  neeeiity  of  fending,  but  was  obltged  to  thank  him, 
on  his  knees,  for  this  esctraordinary  mark  of  diftinaion.  He 
told  me,  moreover,  that  this  fame  gentleman  had  at  leaft  a 
do«n  watches  which  had  been  procured  in  the  iame  honour- 
able way. 

In 
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In  the  lift  of  prefentt  canied  hj  the  hue  Dutch  Fmhaflador 
were  two  grand  piece*  of  machinery^  that  formerly  were  a  part 
of  the  curious  mufeum  of  the  iogeuous  Mr.  Coxe.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  long  journey  from  Canton  to  Pekin  they  had 
luflfered  fome  flight  damage.  On  leaving  the  capital  they  dif)> 
co?ered,  through  one  of  the  miifionaries,  that  while  Chefe 
pieces  were  under  repair,  the  prime  miniiler  HthtciMjg-iM^ 
had  fubftituted  two  others  of  a  very  inferior  and  common  fort 
to  complete  the  lift,  referving  the  two  grand  pieces  of  clock- 
work for  hirofelf,  which,  at  fome  future  periods  he  would, 
perhaps,  take  the  merit  of  prelenting  to  the  Enqwm  hi  hia 
own  name. 

Thefe  examples  but  too  clearly  illuftrate  the  great  defed  in 
the  boafted  moral  charadcr  of  the  Cbincfc.  But  the  fault,  ai 
I  before  obfcrved,  feems  to  be  more  in  the  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment than  in  the  nature  and  difpofition  of  the  people.  The 
acceflion  of  a  foreign  power  to  the  throne,  by  adopting  the  ian- 
guaj^e,  the  laws,  and  the  cuftoms  of  the  coiujuered,  has  prefervcd 
with  the  fc^rms  all  the  abufes  of  the  ancient  government.  The 
charadcr  of  the  governors  may  differ  a  little,  but  that  of  the  go- 
verned remains  unchanged.  The  Tartars,  by  alTuming  the 
drefs,  the  manners,  and  the  habits  of  the  Chincfe,  by  bcing^ 
originally  dcfcended  from  the  fame  ftock,  and  by  a  great  rc- 
femblance  of  features,  arc  fcarcely  diftinguiJhahle  from  them 
in  their  external  appearance.  And  if  any  phyfical  difference 
fxift,  it  feems  to  be  in  ftaturc  only,  which  may  have  arilcn 
from  local  caufes.  The  Chinefc  arc  rather  taller,  and  of  a  more 
llcndcr  and  delicate  form  than  the  Tartar«,  who  are  in  general 
r  I  ihort. 
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Ihort,  thick,  and  robuft.  The  fmall  eye,  elliptical  at  the  end 
'  next  to  the  nofc,  is  a  predominating  feature  in  the  cafl  of  both 
the  Tartar  aiid  liic  Chinefe  countenance,  and  they  have  both 
the'  ftme  high  cheek  bone*  and  pointed  dbina,  which,  wkh 
the  cudom  of  lhavtng  off  the  hair,,  ^vca  to  the  head  the  Ihape 
flf  an  inserted  cone,  remarkable  eooi^  in  fome  fiibjede,  but 
nddier  fo  genend,  nor  fo  finguhir,  as  to  warrant  their  being 
confidered  among  the  mu^en  in  nature,  Bm»  ma^nfat^  ma* 
tneepbaliu,  et^gautkot  CbmcMfit*.  The  head  of  our  worthy 
conductor  Vatt-ta  gittf  who  was  a  real  Chioere,  had  nothing  in 
its  fhapc  different  from  that  of  an  European,  except  the  eye. 
The  portrait  of  this  gentleman,  drawn  by  Mr.  Hickey,  is  fo 
ftrong  a  likenefs,  and  he  was  dcfcrvcdly  fo  grcit  a  favourite  of 
every  Engliftiman  in  tlic  train  of  the  liiitiih  Embairador,  that  I 
am  happy  in  having  opportunitj  of  placing  it  at  the  head  of 
thi8  work,  >  •  • 

The  natural  colour  both  of  the  Chinefe  and  Tartars  feems  to 
be  that  tint  between  a  fair  and  dark  complexion,  \vhich  we  dd^ 
tlnguifhby  the  word  ^r««f/  or  brunette  ;  and  thefluidcs  of  this  com- 
plexion are  deeper,  or  lighter,  according  as  they  have  been 
more  or  lefs  expofed  to  the  influence  of  the  climate.  The 
women  cf  the  lower  claTs,  who  labour  in  the  fields  or  who 
dwell  in  vaflela,  an  almoft  invariablj  ooarfe,  iU-fettared,  and 
01  n  de^  brown  eomplesioo,  like  that  of  the  Hottentot  But 
diii  we  find  to  be  the  eafi»  eveiy  n»> 

don.  Hard  hbour,  Icaatx Ike,  and  early  and  frequent  partori-. 

•  jjiaa.  SjrAena  Matacc*    -  ^ 
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tion,  foon  wither  the  delicate  buds  of  beauty.  The  iprightU- 
nefs  and  exprefliou  of  the  features,  as  well  as  the  colour  of  the 
ikin,  which  diftinguifh  the  higher  ranks  from  the  vulgar,  are 
the  effedls  of  eafe  and  education.  Wc  law  women  in  China, 
though  very  few,  that  niiglit  pais  for  beauties  even  in  Europe, 
The  Malay  features  however  prevail  in  mod ;  a  fmall  black  or 
dark  brown  eye,  a  Oiort  rounded  nofe,  generally  a  HtUe  flat- 
tened, lips  confiderably  thicker  than  in  Europeans,  and  black 
hair,  are  univerla]. 

The  Man-tchoo  Tartars  would  appear  to  beconipoled  of  a 
mixed  race :  among  thefe  we  obfenred  federal,  both  men  and 
women,  that  were  extremely  fair  and  of  florid  complexions  c 
ibme  had  light  blue  eyes,  ftreight  or  aquiline  noiet,  brown  hair, 
immenfe  bulhy  beards,  and  had  much  more  the  appearance  of 
Greeks  than  of  Tartars.  It  is  certainly  not  improbable  that  tho 
•  Greeks  of  Sogdiana,  whofe  defcendants  muft  have  Mended  with 
the  weftem  Tartars  and  with  whom  the  Man-tchoos  were 
ccmne^led,  may  have  communicated  this  caft  of  countenance. 
TdnahLungt  whole  nofe  was  fomewhat  aquiline  and  com* 
plexion  fl<Hid,  ufed  to  boaft  of  his  dcTcent  from  GenjgU-ibam  : 
thele,  howerer,  are  exceptions  to  the  general  cbaraQer,  which' 
is  evidently  the  lame  as  that  of  the  Cbincfe. 

But  although  their  appearance  and  mannen  are  externally 
the  fame,  a  clofcr  acquaintance  foon  difcovers  that  in  difpofition 
they  are  widely  different.    Thofe  who  are  better  plea(ed  with  a 
binnt  fincerity  bordering  on  rudeneA  than  a  ftudied  complaU 
■  fimcc  approaching  to  fervility;  who  may  think  it  better  to  be 
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robbed  openly  tban  cheated  civilly,  will  be  apt  to  give  the  pre- 
ference to  the  Tartar  cliaradlcr.  Yet  thofe  Tartars  of  diftiac- 
tion,  who  fill  fome  of  the  higher  lituations  in  the  ftate,  fooa 
loofe  their  native  roughnefs  and  are  fcarcely  didioguiihable  ia 
their  maaners  aad  demeanour  from  the  Chiaeie. 

The  eafe,  poHtcnefs,  and  dignified  carriage  of  the  old  viceroy 
of  Fe-tcbc-kc^  who  was  a  Man-tchoo,  could  not  be  exceeded 
by  liie  moil  pradlifed  courtier  in  modern  Europe  :  the  aCtcutioa 
he  (hewed  to  every  thing  that  concerned  the  cmbafly,  tlie  un- 
aHeded  manner  ia  ^?]udh  he  received  and  entertained  ut  at 
Tien-fmg ;  the  kindnefk  and  coaddficnfion  which  he  gave 
his  orders  to  the  inferior  oiBcers  and  to  his  domeftlcs,  placed  him 
in  a  very  amiable  poiat  of  view;  He  was  a  very  fine  old  man  of 
leventy>eight  years. of  age,  of  low  ftature,  with  froall  fparkiing 
eyes,  a  benign  afpe^  a  long  filver  beard,  and  the  whole  of 
Bis  appeanuice  calm,  venenble^  and  dignified.  The  nianBeis> 
of  StM-ta^giu,  a  relation  of  the  Emperor  and  one  of  the  fix  ni- 
nifters  of  ftate,  were  no  lefs  dignified,  eafy,  and  engaging ;  and 
Cbun^'ta-gittf  the  new  viceroy  of  Canton,  vras  a  plain,  unaflun^ 
ing,  and  good-natured  man.  The  prime  minifter  Mhcim^ 
iongt  the  little  Tartar  legate,  and  the  ex-viceroy  of  Canton,  were 
the  only  perfons  of  rank  among  the  many  wt  had  occafion  to 
converfe  with  that  difcovered  the  leaft  ill-faumour,  diftant  haii* 
teor,  and'  wast  of  oonphiifancc.  All  the  reft  with  whom  we  had 
any  concern,  whether  Tartars  or  Chinefe,  when  m  our  private 
fi)dety,  wefe  eafy,  afidile,  and  familiar,  extremely  good-l»»- 
BMored,  kxjxiadoat,  commuoieative^  It  was  in  public  only, 
and  towafdi  each  of  her,  that  they  aiSimed  dieir  ceremonious 
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^avitv,  and  pra£iiied  4dl  the  tricks  of  demeanour  wliidi  cuftotn 
requires  of  them* 

The  general  charader,  however,  of  the  nation  is  a  ftrange 
compound  of  pride  and  mcannefs,  of  afFefled  gravity  and  real 
frivoioufnefs,  of  reBned  civility  and  grofs  indelicacy.    With  an 
appearance  of  great  fiinplicity  and  openncfs  in  convcrfation, 
they  prailife  a  degree  of  art  and  cunning  again fl  which  an 
European  is  but  ill  prepared.    Their  manner  of  introdiicing  the 
fubjcft  of  the  court  ceremonies  in  converfation  with  the  Embaf^ 
fador  is  no  bad  fpecimen  of  their  fly  addrefs  in  managing  mat- 
ters of  this  fort.    Some  of  them  obferved,  by  mere  accident  as 
It  were,  how  curious  it  was  to  fee  the  dificrcnt  modes  of  drefi 
that  prcvatlcil  among  different  nations :  this  naturally  brought 
on  a  comj)ariioii  between  theirs  and  ours,  the  latter  of  which 
they  pretended  to  examine  with  critical  attention.    After  a  good 
deal  of  circumlocutory  oblcrvations,  they  thought  their  own 
entitled  to  the  preference,  being  more  convenient,  on  account 
of  its  being  made  wide  and  loofe  and  free  from  tight  ligatures; 
whereas  ours  muft  be  exceedingly  uncafy  and  troublefomc  in 
any  other  pofture  than  that  of  (landing  upright;  and  particular- 
ly fo  in  making  the  genuflexions  and  proflrations  which  were 
cuftomary  and  indeed  neccflary  to  be  performed  by  all  perfoas 
wheaerer  the  Emperor  appeared 'm  public.  No  xiotice  being 
4aken  dP  thit  broad  hint*  lb  artfiiUy  iotrodueed,  dxey  proceeded 
to  compare  thdr  wide  pctticoata  with  oar  bi«edMt»  aad  to  con- 
tnft  tbe  play  and  freedom  of  their -knee^oiott  iitth  the  obftrso- 
ttoQ  that  our  knco-buckleaAnd  garters  wuft  tkeeeSka^.^qi^on. 
Hiis  brought  tliem  diredly  to  the  point,  and  they  finiflied  by 
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recommending,  in  the  warmth  of  their  friendflilp,  that  we 
fhould  difcncuinbcr  curfelvcs  of  our  breeches,  as  they  would 
certainly  be  incoavenieot  to  appear  in  at  court. 

Of  pcrfeverance  in  negoclaiion,  or  more  properly  fpeaking^ 
in  driving  a  bargain,  the  Tartar  legate  gave  no  bad  fpecimen  of 
his  talent.    Haviog  ia  vaia  piadifed  every  art  to  obtain  frotxk 
the  Embaflador  ui  iiocondsttonal  compliance  with  the  court 
ceremony,  he  waa  fenC  at  length  by  the  Prime  MinUUr  t» 
inforoi  him,  that  the  impomnt  point  waa  finally  decided 
and  diac  tiie  Engliih  mode  waa  to  be  adopted ;  but,  he  obfenre^ 
that  IS  it  waa  not  the  coftom  of  China,  to  kifa  the  Emperor^a 
hand,  he  had  fomething  to  propofe  to  which  there  could  be  no 
objedion,  and  which  waa  that.  In  Ilea  of  that  part  of  the 
]£ngliih  ceremony^  he  fliould  put  the  fecond  knee  upon  the 
ground  and,  inftead  of  bending  one  knee,  to  kneel  on  both* 
In  fiid,  they  negociate  on  the  moft  trifling  point  with  aa  much 
caution  and  pfecUeneft,  aa  if  they  were  forming  a  treaty  of 
peace,  and  \vith  more  addreft  than  fome  treatiea  of  peace  hare 
been  negociated. 

As  a  diredl  refufal  to  any  requcft  would  betray  a  want  of 
good  breeding,  every  propofal  finds  their  immediate  acquie(^ 
cence  ;  they  promifc  without  hefitation,  but  generally  difap- 
point  by  the  invention  of  fome  fly  pretence  or  plaulible 
objcdlion.  They  have  no  proper  fcnfe  of  the  obfigations  of 
truth.  So  little  fcrupulous  indeed  are  thi.y  with  regard  to 
veracity,  that  they  will  alTert  and  contraJi.l  without  bluihiog, 
as  it  may  bcft  fuit  the  purpofe  of  the  momcut. 
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Tbe  vaDity  of  an  ufurped  national  fuperiority  and  a  high 
aotion  of  felf-importaoce  never  finrfake  them  oa  any  occaGon. 
Thofe  advantages  in  others  which  they  cannot  avoid  feeling, 
they  will  aSMt  not  to  fee.  And  although  they  are  reduced  to 
tbe^neoeflity  of  employing  fordgners  to  regulate  their  calendar 
and  keep  thbir  clocks  in  order,  although  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
receiving  ytarly  various  ^dmens  of  art  and  ingenuity  frote 
Europe,  yet  they  pertinactoufly  tlBeGt  to  confider  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth  as  bsrharians  in  compatifim  of  themfelves.  A 
Qunefe  merchant  of  Canton,  vrho^  from  the  frequent  op|)orto> 
aittes  0^  ieeing  £ng]i(h  Ihips,  was  not  infenfible  of  their  advan- 
ti^es  over  thofe  of  his  own  nation  which  traded  to  Batavia 
and  other  diftant  ports,  selblved,  and  adually  began,  to  COD^ 
firo^  a  veffel  according  to  an  £ng}ilh  model ;  but  the  I&t^ 
or  collcQor  of  the  cuftoms  being  apprized  of  it,  not  only 
obliged  him  to  relinquiih  his  projed  but  fined  him  in  a  heavy 
penalty  for  prefuming  to  adopt  the  modes  of  a  barbarous 
nation.  So  great  is  their  national  conceit  that  not  a  lingic 
article  imported  into  the  country,  as  I  have  elfewhere  obferved, 
.retains  its  name.  Not  a  nation,  nor  pcrfon,  nor  objedk,  that 
does  not  receive  a  Chinefc  appeUation ;  lo  that  their  language^ 
though  poor,  is  pure. 

The  cxprefllons  made  ule  of  in  falutatiun,  by  different  na- 
tioiib,  may  perhaps  be  confidered  as  deriving  their  origin  from 
features  of  national  character.  Lau-y^  Old  fir  ^  is  a  title  of  refpcd, 
with  which  the  firft  officers  of  ftate  may  be  addreiTed,  becaufe 
the  maxims  of  government  have  inculcated  the  dodrine  of 
obedience,  refped,  and  pioteftion  to  old  age.  Hie  common 
ialtttation  among  the  lower  orders  of  people  in  fome  of  the 

i   .  foutheffifc- 
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■foutliern  provinces  is  Ta  fan ^  Have  you  eaten  your  rice  f  the 
grcatcft  liappin^fn  that  the  common  clal's  of  people  ia  China 
can  hope  to  enjoy  confifting  in  Xhtxr  having  a  lufriclency  of 
rice.  Thus  alfo  the  Dutch,  who  are  confidered  as  great 
caters,  have  a  morninp^  falutatinn  \vliich  is  common  among  all 
ranks,  Sithukelyk  ectcn  I  Mtiy  ycu  cat  a  hearty  dinner  I  Another 
-univcrfal  falutation  among  ihis  people  is.  Hoe  vaart  uxee?  How  do 
you  Jl'il?  adopted  no  doubt  in  the  early  periods  of  the  Republic, 
when  they  were  all  navigators  and  fiHiermen.  The  ufual 
ralutation  at  Cairo  is,  How  do  you  fweatf  a  dry  ht>t  ikin  being 
a  flire  iadiddon  of  a  deftniOhre  q)h«tneral  fever.  I  flunk  fome 
author  has  obferred,  in  contralling  the  haughty  Spaniard  with 
the  fiivobtts  Frenchman,  that  the  proud  fteady  gait  and  inflex- 
ible fole  Anity  df  the  former  were  exjttefled  in  hit  mode  of  falu- 
tation,  €me  ^at  How  doyw^andf  whilft  the  Comment  vom 
portas  vottsf  How  do  you  carry  your/elf  ?  was  equally  expr^vie 
of  die  gay  motion  and  inceflant  a^on  of  the  latter. 

The  Chinefe  are  fo  ceremonious  among  themfelvet,  and 
pun^ioos  with  r^ard  to  etiquette,  that  the  omilSon  of  the 

moft  minute  point  eftablHhed  by  the  court  of  ceremonies  is 
confidered  as  a  criminal  offence.  Vifiting  by  tickets,  which  with 

us  is  a  fafhion  of  modern  refinement,  has  been  a  common  pradlice 
in  China  fome  thoufand  years  ;  but  tlie  rank  of  a  Chinefe  Vffitor 
is  immediately  afcertained  by  the  fize,  colour,  and  ornaments 
of  his  ticket,  \vhich  alfo  varies  in  all  thcfe  points  according  to 
the  rank  of  the  perfon  vifited.  The  old  Viceroy  of  Fe-tcbe-lees 
ticket  to  the  FnibafTador  contained  as  much  crimfon-colourcd 
paper  would  be  fufficieut  to  cover  the  walls  of  a  moderate- 
fized  room. 
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Manners  and  Amufements  of  the  Court — Reception  of  Embaf- 

^^Qxs  CUarader  and  private  Life  of  the  Kaiperor — His 

EuQuchs  aad  Women. 

Gmtral  CharaHtr  ef  the  Court — Of  the  Build'ingi  ,i.';  ;C  ihe  PnLi.-f — Lorri  Macart- 
ney'/ Acaunt  of  his  lntroduE}Kjn — Of  tkt  Ce/ebratttn  of  the  Etv.peror  s  Annivtrfary 
Fejlival—Of  a  Puppet -Shew— Comedy  and  PanUmmte-'WreJling — Conjurtng 
end  Fin^trki—RKiftim  ni  SnUrtammmt  Oi  DiOcb  BmUfiAftfim 
m  MMtfirifi  Jmnui'-'O^trvaAlu  m  tht  State  of  the  C&w^  Stage— Extracr- 
din.iry  Scene  in  ene  of  tlmr  Dramas -Grofs  and  iiule!':cate  lixhiiitiins — Slct(h  sf 
Kitn-Long'/  Life  and  Characier — Kills  bii  Son  by  an  unlucky  Blow — conceives 
himfilf  itnnartal-'lnfiuence  of  ibt  Eumckt  at  tit  Tartar  Qonquejl— their  prefent 

• 

AfT^R  the  Iketch  I  have  exhibited  of  the  Aate  of  foeietjr 
among  the  difl^rent  nnks  in  Chinas  a  tolerable  nouon  may  be 
ibfmed  of  tbct  general  character  and  complexion  of  the  court. 
*  It  ii,  as  Lord  Macartney  haa  juftly  obderved,  **  a  fiogular  mixture 
**  of  oftentatiotts  ho^ttality  and  inbred  fufpicion,  ceremonious 
dvility  and  real  rudenefsi  (hadowy  complaifance  and  fubfian- 
tial.  perverfepeft ;  and  tUs  prevails  through  all  the  depart- 
**  menu  cpnne£l;ed  wUh  the  Court,  although  fomewhat  modi- 
*^  fied  by  the  perional  4ifpoiitioii  of  thofe  ai  their  head;  but  as 

***  to 
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**  to  tliat  genuine  politencfs,  which  dlftingulflies  our  manners,  it 
•*  cannot  be  expelled  in  Orientals,  confidering  among  other 
**  things  the  light  in  which  they  are  accuftomed  to  regard  the 
"  female  part  of  fociety."  Whether  the  great  niinifters  of 
ftatc,  who  have  daily  intercourlc  in  the  different  tribunals,  fume- 
times  relax  from  the  ftiff  and  formal  dcjiurtmcnt  obfcrved  to- 
wards each  other  in  public,  I  atu  not  able  to  i'ay,  but  when  at 
Court  thoy  invariably  obfcrve  certain  ftated  forms  and  expref- 
fions  as  (\udicd  and  ceremonious  as  if  they  had  never  met  be- 
fore* It  appeared  to  US  highly  ndiculous  to  fee  our  friends,  the 
two  colleagues  Vath-ia-gin  and  Cbou-ta-gin^ .  on  meeting  in  the 
precinds  of  the  palace»  performing  to  each  other  all  the  geau« 
flexions  and  motions  of  the  body  which  the  cexemooial 
inftttutes  of  the  empire  require. 

1  rather  fufpeO,  however,  dial  where  any  degree  of  conli- 
dencc  prevails  among  thefe  people  they  fomctinies  enjoy  their 
moments  of  conviviality.    Our  two  worthy  conduclors  met  at 
Canton  an  old  acquaintance  who  was  governor  of  a  city  in  Fo- 
kicn.    He  gave  them  an  evening  entertainment  on  the  river  in  a 
fplendid  yacht  to  which  I  was  privately  invited.    On  entering 
the  great  cabin  I  found  the  three  gentlemen  with  each  a  young 
girl  by  his  fide  very  richly  dreffcd,  the  cheeks,  lips,  and  chin 
highly  rouged,  the  reft  of  the  face  and  neck  whitened  with  a  pro- 
paratioa  of  cerate*   I  was  welcomed  by  a  cup  of  hot  wine  from 
each  of  the  ladles  who  firft  fipped  by  way  of  pledging  me. 
During  fupper,  which  for  number  and  variety  of  diihes  ex- 
ceeded any  thing  I  had  hitherto  met  with,  in  the  country,  the 
girls  played  on  the  flute  and  fiug  ierenl  aiiit  but  there  was  no^ 

thing 
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thing  rtrj  capdvating  either  in  the  vocal  or  inftnuDental  part  of 
the  mu(ic.  We  paflied  a  moft  convivial  eveniog  free  from  any* 
referve  or  xeftraint,  but  on  gcnng  anvay  I  was  pardcularly  defired 
by  Fan  not  to  take  any  notice  of  what  I  had  feen,  apprehenfive, 
I  fuppofe,  that  their  brodier  officers  might  condemn  their  want 
of  prudence  in  admitting  a  barbarian  to  witnefs  their  relaxatioa 
from  good  morals.  The  yacht  and  the  ladies  it  feemed  were 
lured  for  the  occafion.  - 

•  The  incalculable  numbers  of  the  great  officers  of  ftate  and 
their  attendants,  all  robed  in  the  rlcheft  filkt,  embroidered  with 
the^  moft  brilliant  colours,  and  tiffiied  with  gold  and  filver, 
the  order,  (ilence,  and  folemnity  with  which  they  arrange  and 
condud  themfclvcs  on  pul^lic  court-days  are  the  moft  command- 
ing features  on  fuch  occaQons. 

This  fober  pomp  of  Afiatic  grandeur  is  exhibited  only  at 
certain  fixed  frftivals  *,  of  which  the  principal  is  the  anniverfary 
of  the  £mpcrot*s  birth-day,  the  commencement  of  a  new  year, 
the  ceremonial  of  holding  the  plough,  and  the  reception  of  fo-- 
reign  embaflladors,  moft  of  whom  they  contrive  to  be  preient 
at  one  or  other  of  thefe  feftivals.  llie  birth-day  is  confidered  to 
be  the  moft  iplendid ;  when  all  the  Tartar  princes  and  ttibu^ 
tuaries,  and  all  the  principal  officers  of  government  both  ci;rU. 
and  military,  are  expeded  to  be  prefent. 


For  reafons  of  ftate,  which  will  be  noticed  hereafter,  the  Em- 
peror rarely  Ihews  himlelf  in  public  among  the  Chinefe  part 


* 


194  TRAVELS  IN  CHINA. 

of  his  fubjedls,  except  on  Tuch  occafions  ;  and  even  then  the- 
exhibition  is  confined  within  the  prccindts  of  the  palace  froia 
which  the  populace  are  cuilrely  excluded.  Confiflcnt  with 
their  fyflsjin  of  fumptuary  laws  there  is  little  external  appear- 
ance of  pomp  or  magnificence  in  the  ellablilhment  of  the  Pirn- 
peror.  The  buildings  that  cotnpofe  the  palace  and  the  turni- 
ture  within  them,  if  we  except  the  paltir,  the  gilding,  and  the 
varnifti,  that  appear  on  the  hoiiics  cv.n  of  plebeians,  are  equally 
void  of  unncceflary  and  expcnfive  ornaments.  Thofe  who 
(hould  rely  on  the  florid  relations,  in  which  the  mifhonarlcs  and 
fome  travellers  have  indulged  in  their  defcriptions  of  the  palace* 
of  Pekin  and  thofe  oi  Yucn-min-yuen^  would  experience  on  vifit- 
ing  them  a  woful  difappointment.  Thcfc  buildings,  like  the 
common  habitations  of  the  country,  are  all  modelled  after  the 
'  form  of  a  tent,  and  arc  magnificent  only  by  a  comparifon  with 
the  others  and  by  their  number,  which  is  fufhcient,  indeed,  to 
form  a  town  of  themfelves.  Their  walls  are  higher  thai> 
thofe  of  ordinary  houfes,  their  wooden  columns  of  greater 
diameter,  their  roofs  arc  immenfe,  and  a  greater  variety  of 
painting  and  gilding  may  be  beftowcd  on  the  different  jurts ; 
but  none  of  them  exceeds  one  ftory  in  height,  and  they  are 
jumbled  and  lurrounded  with  mean  and  infignificant  hovels. 
Some  writer  has  obferved  that  the  King  of  England  is  worfe 
lodged  at  Saint  Jameses  palace  than  any  fovereign  in  Europe. 
Were  I  to  compare  Ibme  of  the  imperial  palaces  in  China  to  any 
foyal  reiidence  in  Europe  it  would  certainly  be  to  Saint  James's ; 
but  the  apartments,  the  furniture,  and  conveniences  of  t!ie  latter, 
bad  as  they  are,  infinitely  tranfcend  any  of  thofe  in  Clilna. 
The  flone  or  clay  floors  are  indeed  fomedmes  covered  w  ith  a 

carpet 
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carpet  of  Englifh  broad-cloth,  and  the  walls  paperedj  but  they 
have  no  glafs  ia  the  windows,  no  ftores,  Rre-places,  or  fire- 
grates in  the  rooms ;  no  fofas,  bureaux,  chandeliers,  nor  look- 

ing-glafles ;  no  book-cafes,  prints,  nor  paintings.  TTicy  have 
neither  curtains  nor  £heets  to  their  beds ;  a  bench  of  wood,  or 
a  platform  of  brick-work,  is  raifed  in  an  alcove,  on  which  are 

mats  or  ftuFcd  inatreflcs,  hard  pillows,  or  cufhions,  according 
Co  the  lealon  of  the  year;  indead  of  doors  they  have  ulually 
fkreens,  made  of  the  fibres  of  bamboo.  In  fhort,  the  wretched 
lodgings  of  the  ftate-officers  at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  in  the 
time  of  the  French  monarchy,  were  princely  palaces  in  com- 
parifon  of  thofe  allotted  to  the  firft  minifters  of  the  Emperor 
of  China,  in  the  capital  as  well  as  at  Tuen-min-^ueH* 

When  attending  the  court,  on  public  occafions,  each  courtier 
takes  his  meal  alone  in  bis  (blitary  cell  on  a  fmall  fquare  table 
crowded  with  bowls  of  lice  and  various  ftews ;  without  table- 
Umii  or  napkins,  mdiout  ki^e,  fork,  or  fpoon ;  a  pair  of  finall 
fticka,  or  tbe  qi^Ua  of  a  porcupine,  are  ttke  only  fubftituces  for 
tilcfe  convenient  astieles:  placing  the  bowl  under  his  chin, 
with  thefe  he  throws  the  rice  into  hit  nouiii  aodtabss  up  the 
pieces  <rf'  meat  in  hb  foup  or  ftews.  Having  fioifhad  bis  lonely 
■leal,  he  generally  lies  down  to  fleqv  In  a  govoroment  to 
fiifpicious  as  that  of  China,  if  parties  w<ve  known  to  meet 
tog^her,  the  objed  of  diem  img|tt  be  iiippofed  (bmething 
beyond  that  of  coo^viatitj^  which  however  mutoid  jealoufy  and 
diftruft  have  prevented  fi»m  growing  into  common  nfe. 

As  the  ready  cont^iance  oC  tiie  bte  Dotch  Embafladort  with' 
att  the  d^gndingiceMmDiikft  requind  by  tbe  Cbinefe,  added  to 

CCS  ,  their 
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their  conftant  rcfidcncc  in  the  capital,  gave  them  more  opix>r- 
tunltics  of  obfcrvlng  the  manners  and  the  ai  vjlcinents  ot  the 
court  than  occurred  to  the  Ihitilli  cuibaliy,  1  (hall  here  avail 
myTclf  of  that  part  of  a  journal  relating  to  this  fiihjcd;,  which 
was  kept  by  a  young  gentleman  in  the  Im'.e  of  the  former, 
and  whofe  accuracy  of  obfervation  may  be  dej>vndcd  on.  The 
account  given  by  him  of  tlic  New  Year's  fciHval,  addtd  to 
Lord  Macartney's  defcription  of  his  introdudion  and  tlic 
birth-day  folcmnities,  which  bis  Lordihip  has  (i1)r!);ingly  per- 
mitted mc  to  extracil  from  his  journal,  tcj^cther  with  my  own 
obfervations  at  the  palace  of  Vu(.ti-vnn-yui-i!^  will  Icrve  to  con- 
vey a  tolerably  exa£t  idea  of  the  ftatc,  plcaiurcs,  and  amufe- 
ments  of  the  great  MoaarcU  of  China. 

"  On  the  14th  September,"  obferves  his  Lord  (hip,  "  at  four 
**  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  fet  out  for  the  court,  under  the 
•*  convoy  of  Win  (a-irin,  and  Ch.u-ta-gin,  and  reaelied  it  in  lirtle 
•*  more  than  an  hour,  the  diftance  being  about  three  miles 

from  our  hotel.  We  alighted  at  the  park-gate,  from  whence 
•*  we  walked  to  the  Imperial  encampment,  and  were  conduced 

to  a  large  handfome  tent  prepared  for  us,  on  one  fide  of  the 
"  Emperoi't*   After  waiting  there  about  an  hour,  hU  ap* 

proach  was  announced  by  drums  and  mufic,  on  which  we 
**  quiaed  our  tent  and  came  forward  upon  the  gieen  carpet* 

He  was  feated  in  an  open  Palankeen,  carried  by  fixteen 

bearers,  attended  by  numbers  of  officers  bearing  flags,  ftan- 
**  dards,  and  umbrdlasi  and  as  he  paiTed^we  paid  liim  our 
**  compliments,  by  kneeling  on  one  knee,  whilft  all  the  Cbi- 
**  nefe  made  their  ufual  proftrationsk  As  foon  as  he  had 
'*  afiseoded  his  ihiooe  I  came  to  the  entnace  cf  his  tent,  and 

**  holding 
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*•  holdinn;  in  both  my  hairJs  a  large  gold  box,  enriched  with 
"  diamonds,  in  which  was  enclofcd  the  King's  letter,  I  walked 
•*  deliberately  up  and,  afcendin^  the  fteps  of  the  throne,  delU 
**  vcred  it  into  the  Emperor's  own  hands,  who,  having  re- 
*•  ccivcd  'r,  pafTfd  it  to  the  Miriftrr  by  whom  it  was  placed 
**  on  the  cufh'on  He  then  pave  n  c,  ns  the  firfl  prefent  from 
"  him  to  his  Majt'fly,  the  Eufbce^  or  iyinbol  of  peace  and 
•*  prorperitv,  and  cxpreffed  his  hopes  that  my  Sovereign  and 
*'  he  fliould  always  live  in  good  correfpondence  and  amity. 

It  is  a  whitifli  a;;a^c-lookii.g  ftone,  perhaps  ferpentine,  about 
•*  a  foot  and  a  half  l^'ng,  curloufly  carved,  and  high'y  prized 
"  by  the  Cliincfe;  uut  to  me  it  does  not  appear  in  itfelf  to  be 
"  of  any  great  value.  . 

"  The  Emperor  tlien  prefented  me  with  an  Eu-J}:ee  of  a 
"  grecnilh-roldurcd  ferpentine  ftone,  and  of  the  fame  emble- 
**  matic  tharader ;  at  the  fanie  time  he  very  gracioufly 
*'  received  from  me  a  pair  of  beautiful  enamtlled  watches,  fet 

with  diamonds  which,  having  looked  atj  he  pafied  to  the 
■*  Miotfter. 

Sir  George  Staunton  (whom,  as  he  had  been  appointed 
"  Minifter  plenipotentiary,  to  a(ft  in  cafe  of  my  death  or  dc- 
"  parture,  I  introduced  to  him  a»  fuch)  now  came  forward,  and 
"  after  kneeling  upon  one  knee,  in  the  fame  manner  as  I  had 
"  dooe,pfe&iited  to  him  two  elegant  air-guns,  and  received  froni 
him  an  Eu^fiee  of  greenifli  ftone  nearly  fimilar  to  mine. 
"  Other  prefents  were  fent,  at  the  fame  time,  to  all  the  gentle- 
men  of  my  train.   We  then  defcended  from  the  fleps  of  the 

3  *•  throne. 
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*•  throne,  and  fat  down  upon  cuiliious  at  one  of  the  tables  Oft 
*•  the  Emperor's  left  hand.    And  at  other  tables,  according  to 
their  difiereat  ranks,  the  chief  Tartar  princes  and  the  Man* 
darini  of  the  court  at  tho  Dune  liiBe  took  their  plaeei  $  all 
dmSisA  in  the  proper  robee  of  thdr  refpefdve  ranks.  Tlwle 
**  tablet  were  theo  uncovered  and  ezUblted  a  fiuqptaotia 

*  banqueL  The  Emperor  ient  na  £evenl  difliea  fiom  his  own 
table»  together  with  fome  liquors,  which  the  Chinefe  call 
wine  s  not  however  exprefled  from  the  gnp^  but  diftiUed 

**  or  eztraded  from  rice,  hcrba»  and  honey; 

•*  In  about  half  an  hour  he  fcnt  for  Sir  George  Staunton  and 
me  to  come  to  him  and  gave  to  each  of  us,  with  his  own 
hands,  a  cup  of  warm  wine,  which  we  immediately  drank 
in  his  prefence,  and  found  it  very  plealant  and  comfortable, 

M  the  morning  bong  cdd  and  raw.  Among  other  things  he 
aiked  me  the  age  of  my  Soverrign  and,  beii^  informed 

**  ofit,  iaid  he  hoped  he  migjht  live  as  many  yean  as  himfdf 

*  which  were  then  d^^-thrce.  His  manner  was  dignified, 
■*  but  aflEable  and  condefeending  j  and  his  reoeptioii  of  us  was 

*  very  gracious  and  fatisfinftoffy. 

"  The  order  and  regularity  in  ferving  and  removing  the 

*•  dinner  was  wonderfully  exa£l,  and  every  fundion  of  the 
"  ceremony  performed  with  fuch    filcncc  and  folcmnity  as 
in  fomc  mcalurc  to  refcmbie  the  celebration  of  a  religious 

*  myftery. 

**  There  were  prefent  on  this  occafion  three  Embalfadora 

*  from  TiHat  or  Pegu,  and  fix  Mahomedan  £mbafladors 

**  from 
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**  fiom  die  Rjilmuct  of  the  ibuth-weft,  but  their  appetrenee 
"  not  very  fplendid.  Dufiog  the  ceremony,  whidi  lefted 
•*  five  hoiin,  verious  entcrtunments  of  wreftlmg,  tfiinbltng» 
**  wire-dandng,  together  with  dramatic  reprefentaiioiia,  were 
•*  exhibited  oppofite  the  Emperor's  tent,  but  at  a  confidenible 
diftance  from  iu 

**  The  17th  of  September,  being  the  Emperor's  birth  day, 
**  we  fet  out  for  the  court  at  three  o'clock  in  the  mramio^ 
**  conduced  by  Van-ta-gin^  Chou-ta-ffn^  and  our  ufual  at* 
"  tendants.    We  repofed  ourfelves  about  two  hours  in  a  large 

faloon  at  the  entrance  of  the  palace  enclofure,  where  fruit, 
"  tea,  warm  milk,  and  other  refrefliments  were  brought  to  ui^ 
"  At  laft  notice  was  given  that  the  fcftival  was  going  to  b^phl^ 
*^  and  we  immediately  defceoded  into  the  garden,  where  we 

found  all  the  great  men  and  mandarins  in  their  robes  of 
**  ftale,  drawn  up  before  the  Imperial  pavilion.  The  Em- 
"  pcror  did  not  Ihew  himfelf,  but  remained  concealed 
"  behind  a  fcreen,  from  whence  I  prefume  he  could  fee  and 
"  enjoy  the  ceremonies  without  inconvenience  or  interruption. 
"  All  eyes  were  turned  towards  the  place  where  his  Majefty 
*'  was  imngined  to  be  enthroned,  and  feemcd  to  exprefs  an 
*'  impatience  to  begin  the  devotions  of  the  day.  Slow,  folemn 
*'  mufic,  muffled  drums,  and  dcep-toncd  bells,  were  heard  at 

a  diftance ; — on  a  fudden  the  founds  ceafed,  and  all  was 
"  ftill — again  they  were  renewed,  and  then  intermitted  with 
**  Ihort  panics  ;  during  which  feveral  perfons  palled  backwards 
**  and  forwards,  in  the  profccniura  or  foreground  of  the  teot^ 

as  if  engaged  io^preparing  fome  grand  cauj^dc'tbtatrc, 

«  At 
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*•  At  length  the  great  band,  both  vocal  and  inflni mental, 
"  ftruck  up  with  all  their  powers  of  harmony,  and  inftantly 
"  the  whole  court  fell  flat  upon  theix  faces  before  tbis  inviTible 

Nebuchadnezzar,  whiUl 

«•  He  in  Ui^udy  Ubernide  flirined 

'*  Sojourned  tliewbOe."'  , 

"  The  mufic  might  be  confiderecl  as  a  fort  of  birth-day  ode,  or 
"  ftate  anthem,  the  burthen  of  which  was,  *  Bow  down  your 
*'  heads  all  \c  dwellers  upon  earth,  b'jt^>  down  your  heads  before 
**  the  great  Kieu  loiig^  the  great  Kicn-long.''  And  then  all  tlic 
"  dwellers  upon  China  earth  there  jircknt,  except  ourfclves, 
•*  bowed  down  their  heads  and  prollratcd  thcmfelves  up- 
"  on  the  ground  at  everv  renewal  of  the  choru^;.  InciccJ, 
"  in  no  religion  cither  ancient  or  modern  has  the  divinity  ever 
"  been  addrelTcd,  I  Itclieve,  with  ftronger  exterior  marks  of 
"  worlhip  and  adoration  tlian  were  this  morning  paid  to  the 
•*  phantom  of  his  Chincfe  majcfty.  Such  is  the  mode  of  cele- 
*'  brating  the  Emperor's  anuiverfary  feftival,  according  to  the 
•*  court  ritual.  We  faw  nothing  of  him  the  whole  day, 
nor  did  any  of  his  miniflers,  I  imagine,  approach  him, 
•*  for  they  all  feemed  to  retire  at  the  fame  momeat  that  wc 
•»  did. 

**  In  thecourfe  of  a  tour  we  made  in  the  gardens  with  the 
prime  minifter  and  other  great  officers  of  ftate,  whom  the 

**  Emperor  had  directed  to  attend  us,  we  were  entertained  at 
one  of  the  pahcee  mtb  a  collation  of  petitpatis,  fait  relifhea, 

^  and  other  laTOury  diibes,  with  fruiu  and  fweetmeats,  milk 

«<  and 
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•*  and  Icc-watcr ;  and  as  loon  as  \vc  role  from  table,  a  number 
"  of  yellow  boxes,  or  drawers,  were  carried  in  proceUion  be- 
"  fore  us,  containing  feveral  pieces  of  lilk  and  porcelain,  which 
"  we  were  told  were  prefents  to  us  from  the  Emperor,  and  we 
*'  confeqiiently  made  our  bows  as  they  pafTed.    We  were  alfo 
*'  amufed  with  a  Cbinefc  puppet-ihew  which  differs  but  little 
**  from  an  Englifh  one.    There  are  a  diftrelTed  princefs  con- 
**  hned  in  a  caftle,  and  a  knight-errant,  who,  after  fighting  wild 
"  beafts  and   dragons,  fcts  her  at  liberty  and  marries  her; 
*'  wedding- feafts,  jufts,  and  tournaments.    Befides  thefe,  there 
was  alfo  a  comic  dranux,  in  which  fome  perfonages  not  un- 
like  punch  and  his  wife,  Bandemeer  and  Scaramouch  per- 
•*  formed  capital  parts.    This  puppct-lhcw,  we  were  told,  pro- 
^*  pcrly  belongs  to  the  ladies*  apartmentM,  but  was  fent  out  a& 
a  particular  compliment  to  enteitidn  us  ;  one  of  the  perfdrm- 
anees  was  exhibited  with  great  applaufe  from  ouroonduflors, 
and  I  underftanif  it  i«  a  £iTOurite  piece  at  court. 

*'  On  the  morning  of  the  1 8th  September  we  again  went  to 
•*  court,  in  confequence  of  an  invitation  from  the  Emperor,  to 

fee  the  Chinefe  comedy  and  other  diverfions  given  on  oc- 

cafion  of  his  birth-day.  The  comedy  began  at  eight  o'clock 
*•  and  lafted  till  noon.  The  Emperor  was  fcated  on  a  throne, 
•*  oppofite  the  ftage,  which  projcded  a  good  deal  into  the 
**  pit.    The  boxes  were  on  each  fide  without  feats  or  divi- 

fions.  The  women  were  placed  above,  behind  the  lattices, 
**  fu  that  they  might  enjoy  the  amufements  of  the  theatre  with- 
**  out  being  obferved. 
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**  Soon  after  we  otme  to*  the  Emperor  fent  for  Siir  George  - 
' "  Staunton  and  me  to  attend  him,  and  told=  ua»  with  great 

conde(cenfion  of  manner,  that  we  ought  net  to  be  furprized 

to  fee  a  man  of  bis  age  at  the  theatre,  for  that  he  feldom- 
*^  came  there  except  upon  a  yery  particular  occalion  tike  the 

prefent,  for  that,  confidering  the  extent  of  his  dominiont 
**  and  the  number  of  his  fubjedls,  he  could  fpare  but  little  time 

for  foch  amufements.  I  endeavoured,  in  the  turn  <^  my 
"  anfwer,  to  lead  htm  towards  the  fubjefi  of  my  embafly,  but 
<*  he  Teemed  not  difpofed  to  enter  into  it  farther  than  by  deli* 
**  vering  me  a  little  box  of  old  japan,  in  the  bottom  of  whids 

were  fome  pieces  of  i^^ate  and  other  ftones  much  Tatued  by 

the  Ghiode  and  Tartars ;  and  at  the  top  a  fmall  book  written 
**  and  painted  by  bis  own  hand}  which  he  deiired  me  to  |m» 
"  fcQt  to   the  king  my  roafter  as  a  token  of  his  friendlhip 

iaying,  that  the  old  box  had  been  800  years  in  his  family.  He,. 
**  at  the  fame  time,  gave  me  a  book  for  myfclf  alfo  written  and 
*•  painted  by  him, together  with  feveral  purfes  forAreca  nut.  He 
**  likewife  gave  a  purfe  of  the  fame  fort  to  Sir  George  Staunton, 

and  fent  fome  fmall  prefents  to  the  other  gentlemen  of  the 
•*  embafly.  After  this  feveral  pieces  of  filk  or  porcelain,  but 
**  feemingly  of  no  great  value,  were  diftrlbuted  among  the  Tar* 
"  tar  princes  and  chief  courtiers,  who  appeared  to  receive  then 
**  with  every  poilible  demooftratioa  of  humility  and  gr»- 
*«  titude. 

"  The  theatrical  entertainments  confiftcd  of  great  variety,  both 
"  tragical  and  comical  J  feveral  diftinfl  pieces  wore  a^led  in  fuc- 
**  cei&ooy  though  without  any  apparent  connexion  with  one  an- 

**  other. 
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*  otber.  Some  of  them  were  hilkxwkal,  end  otben  of  pure 
fancy,  pertly  in  reeiu^ive,  perdy  in  fingiog,  end  peidy  in 
pletn  fpeaking,  withom  eny  eocompaniment  of  inftrumcntal 
**  mudc,  but  abounding  in  battles,  murders,  and  moft  of  the 
**  ufual  incidents  of  the  drama.    Lad  of  all  was  the  grand  pan* 
tomime  which,  from  the  approbation  it  met  with,  is,  I  pre« 
**  fume,  confidcred  at  a  firftpfate  efibrt  of  invention  and  Inge- 
nuity.    It  feemed  to  me,  as  far  as  I  could  comprehend  it, 
"  to  rcprefent  the  marriage  of  the  ocean  and  the  earth.  The 
"  latter  exhibited  her  various  riches  and  produdtions,  dragons, 
"  and  elephants,  and  tygers,  and  eagles,  and  oftriches,  oaks 
"  and  pines,  and  other  trees  of  different  kinds.    The  ocean 
"  was  not  behind  hand,  but  poured  forth  on  the  ftage  the 
"  wealth  of  his  dominions,  under  the  figures  of  whales  and 
"  dolphins,  porpefTes  and  leviathans,  and  other  fea  monftcrs, 
*'  beikles  Ihips,  rocks,  (hells,  fpunges,  and  corals,  all  performed 
**  by  concealed  adlors,  who  were  quite  perfect  in  their  parts, 
•*  and  performed  their  charaders  to  admiration.    Thefe  two 
**  marine  and  land  regiments,  after  feparatcly  parading  in  a  cir- 
**  cular  procefTion  for  a  confiderable  time,  at  laft  joined  to- 
**  gethcr  and,  forming  one  body,  came  to  the  front  of  the  ftage 
**  when,  after  a  few  evolutions,  they  opened  to  the  right  and 
"  left,  to  give  room  for  the  whale,  who  feemed  to  be  the  com- 
manding  officer,  to  waddle  forward;  and  who,  taking  hie 
<*  ftation  exadly  oppofite  to  the  Empero/a  box,  fponted  out  of 
^  his  month  into  the  pit  leveiel  torn  of  water,  which  quickly 
**  difappcared  through  the  perforations  of  the  floor*   Thia  ej^ 
cuhtion  was  received  with  the  lii^eft  appUuie,  and  two  or 
^  three  of  the  great  men  at  my  elbow  deiired  me  to  take  gaiw 
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**  ticular  notice  of  it ;  repeatin  at  the  ianaettme,  *  MtOyhtKlg^ 
**  £ao      *  charming,  dcU^btJulC 

**  A  little  bef(-rc  one  o'clock  ia  the  affernoon  we  retired,  anti 
"  at  four  we  returned  to  court  to  fee  the  evening's  en'ertain- 
"  meats,  whkb  were  exhibited  on  the  lawn,  in  front  of  the 
"  great  tent  or  pavilion,  where  we  had  bet  n  hrll  prefcntcd  to 
**  the  Emperor.  He  arrived  very  foon  after  us,  mounted  his 
•*  throne,  and  gave  the  fignal  to  begin.  We  had  now  wreft- 
*•  ling  and  dancing,  and  tumbUng  and  pofture  making,  which 
•*  appeared  to  us  particularly  awkward  and  dumfy,  from  the 
**  performers  being  moftly  drcfTed  according  to  the  Oiinefe 
•*  coftume^  one  infcparaWe  part  of  which  is  a  pair  of  heavy 
•*  quilted  boots  u-ith  the  AjIcs  of  an  inch  thick.  The  wreftlers, 
•*  however,  fcemed  to  be  pretty  expert  and  afforded  much  dt« 
*^  verfion  to  fuch  as  were  admirers  of  the  Falajira, 

•*  A  boy  climbed  up  a  pole  or  bamboo  thirty  or  forty  feet 
•*  high,  played  feveral  gambols,  and  bilanced  himfelf  on  the 

top  of  it  in  various  attitudes,  but  his  performance  fell  fur 
**  fhort  oi  what  I  have  oftea  met  with  in  India  of  the  fame 
«  kind. 

A  fellow  lay  down  on  his  back,  and  then  raifed  his  fecr, 
•*  legf,  and  thighs  from  his  middle,  perpendicularly,  fo  as 
•  to  form  a  right  angle  with  his  body.  On  the  foles  of  hi» 
**  feet  was  placed  a  large  round  empty  jar,  aboist  four  ftcC  long 
,  •*  and  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  feet  diameter.  TW»  be  ba- 
**  lanced  for  fome  time,  turning  it  round  and  round  horizon- 

3  •  toliy* 
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"  tally,  till  one  of  the  fpedators  put  a  little  boy  into  it,  who, 
"  after  throwing  himfelf  into  various  poftures  at  the  mouth  of 
"  it,  came  out  and  lit  on  the  top.  He  then  Hood  up,  then 
"  fell  flat  upon  his  lack,  then  fliifted  to  his  belly,  and  after 
"  ihcwing  a  hundred  tricks  of  that  fort,  jumped  dowa  upoa 
^  the  ground  aad  relieved  his  coadjutor* 

**  A  man  then  came  forward  and  after  faftenmg  three  flen- 
"  der  Aicks  to  each  of  his  boots  took  fix  porcelain  difhes  of 
"  about  eighteen  inches  diameter,  and  balancing  them  feparate* 
"  ly  at  the  end  of  a  little  ivory  rod,  which  he  held  in  hit 
**■  hand,  and  twirling  them  about  for  fome  time,  put  them  one 
•*  alter  the  other  upon  the  points  of  the  fix  bootdicks  above- 
•*  mentioned,  they  continuing  to  turn  round  all  the  while.  He 
•*  then  took  two  fmall  fticks  in  his  left  hand,  and  put  diflies 
•*  upon  thcni  in  the  fame  nv^nner  as  upon  the  other,  and  aha 
•*  one  more  upon  the  little  finger  of  his  right  hand,  fo  that  he 

had  nine  difhes  annexed  to  him  at  once,  ail  twirling  together^ 
•*  which  in  a  few  minutes  he  took  off  one  by  one  and  placed 

them  regularly  on  the  ground,  without  the  flighted  inter- 
•*  ntptioa  or  mifcarriage* 

«*  There  were  many  other  things  of  the  lame  kind,  bat  X 
^  law  none  at  all  comparable  to  the  tambling,  rope>danc- 
"  iaj^  wire-walking,  and  ffraw-balancing  of  SadlerVWetts  & 

neither  did  I  obfenre  anyfeatt  ef  equitation  in  the  ftyle  of 
•*  Hughes's  and  AflUey's  amphitheatres,  althovigh  I  had  beea 
^  alwayt  told  that  the  Tartars  were  remarkably  ikilful  in  the 
««  twftwiAiftft  aad  diicipline  of  thdr  hosfei.  laSi  of  all  were 

•*thft 
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"  the  fireworks  which,  in  fome  ptiticiibffB,  ciceeded  any 
thing  of  the  kind  I  had  erer  feen.  la  gnmdeor,  magnifr- 
"  Cence,  and  variety,  they  were,  I  own,  inferior  to  the  Chi- 
"  nefc  fireworks  we  hadfeea  atBatavia,  hut  infinitely  ru[)erior 
"  in  point  of  noTelty,  neatnefs,  and  ingenuity  of  coDtrivance. 
**  One  piece  of  machinery  I  greatly  admired  ;  a  green  cheft  of 
"'five  feet  fquare  was  hoifted  up  by  a  pulley  to  the  height  of 
"  fifty  or  fixty  feet  from  the  ground ;  the  bottom  was  fo  con- 
ftru£ted  aa  then  fuddenly  to  fall  out,  and  make  way  for  twenty 
or  thirty  ftrtngt  of  laotems  iaclofed  in  the  box  to  delcend 
**  from  it,  unfolding  themfelves  from  one  another  by  degrees 
**  fo  as  at  laft  to  form  a  colledion  of  at  leaft  five  hundred,  each 
having  a  light  of  a  beautifully  coloured  flame  burning  brightly 
"  within  it.  This  devoludon  and  developement  of  lantema 
**  (which  appeared  to  me  to  be  compofed  of  gauze  and  paper) 
**  were  feveral  times  repeated,  and  every  time  exhibited  a  dif* 
ference  of  colour  and  figure.    On  each  fide  was  a  correQpon- 
**  denee  of  fmaller  boxes,  which  opened  in  like  manner  as  the 
*'  others,  and  let  down  an  immenfe  networlc  of  fire,  with  divi- 
"  vifions  and  copartmentt  of  various  forms  and  dimenfions, 
**  round  and  fquare,  hexagons,  odlagons  'and  lozenges,  which 
"  (hone  like  the  brighteft  burnifhed  copper,  and  flafhed  like 
*'  prifmatic  lightning,  with  every  impulfc  of  the  wind.  The 
'*  divcrfuy  of  colours  indeed  with  which  the  Chincfc  have  the 
**  fecret  of  cloathing  fire  feems  one  of  the  chief  merits  of  their 
pyrotecliny.    The  whole  concluded  with  a  volcano,  or  ge- 
"  ncral  explcfion  and  dirchar.';e  of  fun'?  and  liars,  iquibs,  l)0(]n- 
"  ccrs,  crackers,  rockets,  and  grenadoes,  which  involved  tlie 
M  gardens  for  above  an  hour  after  in  a  cloud  of  intolerable 

**  fmoke: 
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■*  roaofee.   WhUft  thele  eatertainments  were  going  forwud  die 
Emperor  feat  to  lu  a  vailetj  of  refrelhmeats»  alt  which, 
"  as  coming  fipom  him,  the  etiquette  of  the  court  required  ua 
«*  to  partake  .of»  although  we  had  dioed  hut  a  Ihort  time 
hefbre. 

However  meanlj  we  muft  think  of  the  tafte  and  ddicacj 
^  of  the  court  of  China,  whofe  moft  refined  amuleraenti  leem 

to  be  chiefly  fuch  as  I  have  now  defcribed,  together  with  the 

wretched  dramas  of  the  morning,  yet  it  muft  be  confeflfed,  ■ 
*'  that  there  was  ibmething  grand  and  impofing  in  the  general 

efie£t  that  refulted  from  the  whole  J^effaeU.  The  Emperor 
**  htmfelf  being  leated  in  firont  upon  his  throne,  and  all  his 
•*  great  men  and  officers  attending  in  thdr  robes  of  ceremony^ 
**  and  fladoned  on  each  fide  of  him^  feme  ftanding,  feme  fit* 
**  dng,  feme  kneeling,  and  the  guards  and  ftandard-bearers  be- 
**  hind  them  in  incalcuUbte  numbers.  A  dead  filence  was  ri* 
**  gidly  obferred,  not  a  fylkble  articukted,  nor  a  laug^  e»- 

ploded  during  the  whole  performance^** 

Such  was  the  reception  and  the  entertainment  of  the  Britifli 
Emhaflador  at  the  court  of  Gehol,  in  MoM'teboo  Tartary,  dur- 
ing the  days  <^  the  feftival  of  the  Emperor's  annlverlary.  I 
now  proceed  to  ^ve  feme  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
Dutch  Embafladors  were  recetved,  and  the  entertainments  that 
took  plan  on  the  occafion  of  the  feftival  of  the  new  year,  aa 
letated  in  the  manuTcript  jjoumal  above  alluded  to. 
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•  This  journalid  obferves  that,  on  approaching  the  capital  of 
di«  empire,  they  were  not  a  fitde  aftooiflied  to  find  that  die 
ftrther  they  advanced  the  more  ndferable  and  poor  «ras  the  ap- 
parent condition  of  tlie  people,  and  the  lice  of  the  conntry; 
the  claj'built  huts  and  thofe  of  ilt-burnt  bridu  were  cram* 
bltng  to  duft;  the  temples  were  in  ruins,  the  earthen  gods  were, 
denolifhed,  and  their  fragments  llrewed  on  the  ground ;  and 
the  <tiftri£k  was  thinly  inhabited.  The  following  day  they  en- 
tered Pdcia.  but  were  turned  out  again  to  tike  up  their  lodgings 
in  the  fuburbs,  in  a  fort  of  liable.  From  this  place  they  were  or* 
deted  to  proceed  lo  the  palace  In  thdr  old  travelling  drefles,  at 
thdr  baggage  was  not  yet  arrived.  They  were  drawn  in  fmall 
carts  as  crazy  and  as  much  out  of  order  as  their  own  drefles.  Sit- 
ting in  the  bottom  of  thefe  carts,  without  any  featB,  they  waited 
within  the  walls  of  the  palace  a  full  liour,  while  an  empty  room 
WIS  fwept  out  for  their  recqitioo.  Having  remained  here  for 
&metime»  aftw  planks  were  brought  in,  on  which  were  ar- 
ranged a  number  of  diflics  of  meat  and  fifti,  ftewed  in  different 
ways.  Having  finilhed  their  rejwft,  thus  ended  th^  firft  day*a 
vifit. 

The  following  morning,  at  five  o'clock,  they  were  again 
fummoned  to  court,  and  uftiered  into  a  fmall  room  like  that  of 
the  preceding  day,  without  any  kind  of  furniture.  The  wca^ 
ther  being  extremely  cold,  the  thermometer  many  degrees  be- 
low the  freezing  point,  the  ErnbafTadors  prevailed  on  the  people 
to  make  a  little  fire  which  after  Tome  time  was  brought  in,  not 
however  without  letting  them  uaderltaud  that  it  was  an  extra- 
ordinary 
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ordiaaiy  matk  of  finrour,  it  being  the  cuftom  of  iheGhiaefe 
to  let  all  Embafiadon  wMt  the  amval  of  the  Empeior  in  the 
open  air. 

At  length  the  Emperor  made  his  appearance,  carried  hj 
eight  men  in  a  yellow  fedan  chair.  ■  On  hb  approaching  the 
place  where  the  EmbafladorB  and  thdur  fuite  were  ftanding,  they 
were  direded  by  the  roafter  of  the  ceremomea  to  fidi  down  on 
thdr  knees,  and  in  this  pofture  the  firft  Embafladm  was  in<- 
ftruded  to  hold  in  both  his  hands,  above  hit  head,  the  gold 
boxf  in  which  was  contained  the  letter  for  the  Emperor :  the 
fecond  minifter  then  ftrpped  forwards,  and  todc  the  letter  out 
of  his  hands,  which  he  delivered  to  the  Emperor  $  and,  at  the 
iame  time,  they  were  direAed  to  bow  their  heads  nine  times  to 
the  groand,  in  token  of  ackoowledginent  for  the  g]tadout 
reception  they  had  met  with  from  his  Chineie  Majefty. 

This  ceremony  being  ended,  they  were  defired  to  follow  the 
Emperor's  chur,  which  was  carried  to  the  fide  of  a  pond  or 
bafon  in  the  gardens,  then  frozen  over.  From  this  pbce  che 
Emperor  was  drawn  on  a  fledge  to  a  tent  pitched  on  the  ic^ 
whilft  the  Embaflador  and  his  fuite  were  condoded  into  a  dirty 
hovel  little  better  than  a  pig-ftye,  where  they  were  defired  to 
fit  down  on  afoitof  bench  built  of  (lone  and  mortar ;  for,  like 
the  room  they  were  put  into  on  a  former  day,  it  was  deftitute 
of  the  lead  furniture ;  and  they  were  told  that  fomething  pre- 
lently  would  be  brought  for  them  to  eat.  On  complaining  to 
their  cooduAors  that  this  was  not  the  manner  in  which  they 
were  accuftomcd  to  fit  down  to  meat,  and  that  they  did  not  con- 
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ceive  ruch  aptftments  to  be  at  aU  fuicable  to  the  fituation  thief 
had  the  honour  -to  hold,  they  were  ihordf  Afterwards  con- 
duced into  another  room,  little  better  however  than  the  firft^ 
but  partly  furaifhed  v/'iih  a  few  old  chairs  and  tables.  The- 
omdleftickfi  were  fmaU  blocks  of  wood,  to  which  the  candles 
were  iiifteaed  with  a  couple  of  nails.  A  few  diihes  of  ftewed 
meat  were  ferved  up  and,  as  a  great  delicacy  from  the  Em- 
peror's table,  were  brought  in,  without  any  dilh,  a  pah:  of 
ftag's  legs,  which  t!ie  ChiiicTc  threw  down  upon  the  naked 
table  ;  and  for  this  mark  ot  imperial  favour  they  were  required 
to  make  the  caftomary  geaufleCioas  aod  aine  prollrations. 

Van  Braam,  in  the  journal  which  he  or  forae  of  his  friends 
publifhed  in  Paris,  gives  a  curious  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  fed  from  the  Emperor's  table  :  "  La  viande 
•*  confiflait  en  un  morceau  de  c6tes  fur  lequelles  il  n'y  avait 
point  un  demi-pouce  d'epaifleur  d'une  chair  maigre,  en  ua 
petit  OS  de  IVpauIe  ou  il  n'y  avait  prefque  pas  de  chair,  et  en 
**  quatre  ou  cinq  autres  ofTemens  fournis  par  Ic  dos  ou  par  les 
**  pattes  d'un  mouton,  et  qui  fenibLiient  avoir  eic  dcja  rouges. 
**  Tout  ce  degoCitant  enfemble  ttait  fur  un  plat  fale  et  parailfait 
•*  plut6l  deftine  a  faire  le  regal  d'un  chicn  que  le  repas  d'un 
**  homme.    En  Holland  le  dernier  des  mcndi.ins  recevrait,  dans 
**  un  hopital,  une  pittance  plus  propre,  ct  cepcndant  c'eft  une 
**  marque  d'honneur  de  la  part  d'un  Eir.pcreur  envers  un  Am^ 
**  bafladcur  !  Pcut-etre  mcme  etaic-ce  Ic  refte  du  Prince,  et  dans 
*'  ce  cas,  lelon  I'ojnmon  des  Cliiiiois,  c'cLait  le  dernier  terme 
**  de  la  favcur,  puiique  nous  pouvions  achcvcr  I'os  que  fa  Ma- 
"  jeftc  avait  commeiicc  a  nettoyer."— "  The  meat  confifted  of  a 
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**  fnull  "piece  of  the  ribs,  on  which  there  was  not  half  an  lacU 
**  in  thicknefs  of  lean  fleflj,  and  a  fmall  flioulder-blade  almoft 
**  without  any  upon  it ;  and  in  four  or  five  other  pieces  of 
**  bones  from  the  back,  or  the  legs  of  a  fliecp,  which  appeared 
"  to  have  been  already  gnawed.  The  whole  of  this  difgufling 
•*  mefs  was  brought  upon  a  dirty  plate,  and  feemcd  much  rather 
**  intended  to  feaft  a  dorr  than  as  a  rcfrcfhment  for  man.  In 
**  Holland  the  meaneft  beggar  would  receive  in  an  hofpital  his 
**  allowance  in  a  neater  manner;  and  yet  it  was  intended  as  a 
**  mark  of  honour  on  the  part  of  an  Emperor  towards  an  Em- 
*'  baflador  !  Perhaps  it  was  even  the  remains  of  the  Sovereign, 
*'  and  in  that  cafe,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  Chinefe,  it 
"  was  the  greateft  poflible  adl  of  favour,  fince  we  fhould  then 
"  have  had  an  opportunity  of  fmifhing  the  bone  which  his  la^ 
*'  perial  Majeily  had  begun  to  pick.'* 

The  Dutch  gentlemen,  equally  difgufted  with  the  meannefs 
and  filthinels  of  the  place,  and  with  the  pride  and  liaughtinefs 
of  the  people,  became  now  reconciled  to  the  fhabby  appearance 
of  their  old  travelling  drefTes,  which  they  be^i  lo  confidcr  as 
fully  good  enough  for  the  occadon. 

Having  finifhedtliar  elegant  repaft,  the  amufemcBtB  of  tlk» 
day  commenced  on  die  ice.  The  Emperor  made  Us  appear* 
ance  in  a  fort  of  fledge,  fupported  by  the  figures  of  fbwr  dr»- 
gona.  This  maciime  wa»  moved  aboot  hj  tewwd  gnat  Mao^ 
darins,  fome  dragging  before,  and  othcn  pnlhiagbcbifid.  The 
fom  piineipal  mfaiUlefB.  of  Ibte  weie  alfo  dnnm  «poa  tlM  ice 
ki  their  fledges  by  inftrior  mandaiios;  Whcle  teeops.  of  civil 

119  and 


•tt  TRAVELS  IN  CHINA. 

and  military  ofliLcrs  foon  rj  i)eared,  fome  on  fletlgcs,  fome  oa 
ftaits,  and  otliers  j-Iaying  at  football  upon  the  ice,  and  he 
that  picked  up  the  ball  was  rewarded  by  the  Emperor,  The 
ball  was  then  hung  up  in  a  luad  of  arch,  'and.feveni  mandariiis 
ihoc  at  it,  ia  pafltng  on  flouts,  with  their  bows  and  arrows. 
Their  llcattt  were  cnt  offfliort  under  the  heel,  and  the  fore-part 
was  turned  up  at  right  angles. '  Owing  to  this  form,  or  to  the 
inexpertnefs  of  the  ikalters,  thejr  could  not  fiop  themfel?es  on 
a  fudden,  but  always  tumbled  one  over  the  other  whenever 
ihey  came  near  the  edge  of  the  ice,  or  towards  the.qtiarter  where 
the  Emperor  happened  to  be. 

Leaving  this  place,  they  were  carried  through  ieveral  nar- 
row ftreets,  compoled  of  miferable  houies,  fcvmiog  a  furprifmg 
contraft  with  the  proud  walls  of  the  palace  They  were  con- 
duced into*  a  fmaJl  room  o£  one  of  thefe  houfes,  almoft  void  of 
fumitoce,  in  order  to  pay  their  compliments  to  JSh'tehMg-trnj^^ 
die  Cidko,  or  prime  minifter,  whom  they  found  6tdng  crois- 
kgged  on  a  tnicUe  betUlead  with  cane  l>ottom>  Before  thia 
creature  of  Ibftuo^  whofe  &te  I  fliall  have  oocafion  here- 
after to  notice,  they  were  obliged  to  go  down  on  their 
knees.  Like  a  true  prime  minifler  of  China,  he  waved  all 
Gonverfation  that  might  lead  towards  bufinefs,  talked  to  them 
of  the  length  of  their  journey,  was  adoniflied  how  they  bore 
the  cold  weather  in  fuch  fcanty  clothing,  and  fuch  like  general 
topics,  which,  in  fa^,  fignified  nothing.  From  the  fird  miaif- 
ter  they  paid  thdr  vifit  to  the  fecond,  whom  they  found  lodged 
in  a  limilar  manner ;  after  which  they  returned  to  their  mean 
apaztraeatt  ia  the  city,  oKne  fatiafied  on  a  comparifon  with 
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the  miferablc  little  chambers  in  which  they  had  found  tlie  two 
firft  minifters  of  this  far-famed  empire  lodged,  and  the  mean 
hovds  which  they  met  wiih  in  the  very  center  of  the  fpacc  fliut 
in  by  the  walls  of  the  imperial  palace.  The  impreflions  that 
the  events  and  tranfadions  of  this  day  made  on  the  minds  of 
the  vlfiton^verethofe  of  utter  aftonifliment,  on  Anding  every 
thing  fo  Tcry  much  the  rcveile.of  what  they  had  been  led  to 

The  foNowing  day  they  were  again  drawn  to  court  in  dkcir 
little  carts,  before  fonr  o!clock  in  the  morning,  where,  after 
having  waited  about  five  hours  in  empty .  rooms,  fimiborto 
.  thofe  of  die  preceding  day,  two  or  three  fftti  men  {Ta-gm) 
called  upon  them,  hut  behaved  towards  them  in  a  diihnt, 
fcornful,  and  haughty,  manner.  *'We  had  once  more,**  ob<» 
ferve^  the  Dutch  journalift,  from  which  I  quote,  **  an  occafion 
'*  to  remade  the  furjirizing  contraft  of  magnificence  and  meao* 
**  nels  in,  the  buildings^  and  of  pride  apd  Uttleneft  in  the  per* 
**  (bns  bdonging  to  the  imperial  palace.** 

After  thefis  interviews,  they  were  fuflfcred  to  remain  a  day  or 
two  at  home  $  but  on  a  bag  of  dried  grapes  being  brought  by  a 
mandarin  from  the  Emperor,  they  were  required  to  thank  Urn 
Sot  the  prefent  with  nine  proftrations,  as  ufual*  Another  time 
a  little  paftry  from  the  impinrial  kitchen  demanded  the  lame 
remony.  In  ihoct,  wheUier  at  home  or  in  the  paUee,  the 
CSiinefe  were  determined  they  (hould  be  kept  in  the  conftanc 
pfa£tice  of  the  ho^^  .or  ceremony  of  genuflexion  and  pro* 
flivtion*  •  ■ 
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Ov  th0  a6Stk  ci  Jaiaatfr'fiur  labifladoti  necifnl  note 
thM  it.  #aa  ezp^Aed  thcj.  flnold  actead  dtt  pfooeflfam  of  die  ! 
Tm|>i  ffir  in  the  temple^  wbeve  lie  wMalont  toJadoe  an  oAr- 
o^tor  tkt  God  of  Hekvea  md  of  caidib '  Ka^og  waited  aoeordo 
iegljr  by  the.  reed  fide^  ficoiaduee  o^dock  in  tlie'iaornxi^  dU 
As,  the  weedier  difbiailly  caU^  Mienheic's  tiiennencCer  ftaad- 
iflg'et  tS,  (dew  afe  lreeziiig..peiB^  the  Eaapetisr  at  'langfh 
pafled  ia  his  chair,  when  thef  made  the  ttfoal  proftrations  and 
returned  homei 

"tlie  fkext  nf oMing  they  were  again  xequtred.  to  proceed  tQ 
fhe  taAe  place,  and  at  the  iame  early  hoiir»  to  witoela  hia  re- 
tuttt  add  again  to  go  through  the  ufoal  eeremony. 

On  the  diey  were  again  fummoned  to  attend  by  the 
totd  fide  to  do  homage  before  die  Emperor,  as  he  palTed 
diem  on  hit  way  to  a  pagoda  or  foo^la^  a  kind  of  temple  or 
monaftery,  where  a  gitat  number  of  priefti,  dothed  in  yellow, 
lived  togelhar  in  a  ftaie  of  ceBfaecy ;  and  here  he  made  Ida 
bumt-ofiering^  The  myiHcal  rates  performed,  prefenis  were 
brought  out  for  the  Embaflador  and  fuite^  and  alio  fin*  the 
Khig  of  HoUiindy  confining  of  Httlc  purlea,  flimfey  filks,  ttid  • 
«  eoarfe  ftuff  fomewhat  fimilar  to  that  known  by  Teamen  under 
the  name  of  bunting  \  and,  in  token  of  gfaticude  for  this  marl: 
of  imperial  kiodneft,  they  wtte  dixeded  egdn  to  iow  down 
tburlmdi  la  lAr  gnamt. 

On  the  3ocb,  it  was  announced  to  them  that  the  Emperor 
intended  to  pay  a  vific  to  his  palace  at  Ttun-mUt'jftuiif  and  diac 
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On  the  31ft,  they  were  conducted  round  the  grounds  of 
Yuen-van-yuen  by  Icveral  Mandarins,  and  received  great  fatif- 
faQion  in  viewing  the  vaft  variety  of  buildings,  and  the  good 
tafte  in  which  the  gardens  and  pieafure  grounds  v.  cre  laid  out, 
and  which  wore  an  agreeable  afpe£t,  even  in  the  depth  of  wta* 
tcr.  In  one  of  the  buildings  they  faw  the  feveral  prefents  de- 
pofited,  which  had  been  carried  the  preceding  year  by  the  Earl 
of  Macartney.  They  were  ftowed  away  with  no  great  care, 
among  many  other  articles,  in  ail  probability  never  more  to  fee 
the  light  of  day.  It  feems  the  el^nt  carriages  of  Hatchet,  that 
were  6nHhed  with  fo  much  care  and  objects  admiratioia 
even  in  London,  were  here  carelcfsly  thrown  bdiind  one  df 
their  mean  and  ehnufey  carta,  to  which  fhey  pretended  tobdlow 
a  preference.  <Iaprl(»oiM  as  cluldren,  Ihe  toy  once  played  with 
•nnft  be  thrown  aikk  and  .efaafiged  for  fomctlnng  tiewj  Of,  HI 
<thi8  inftance,  4t  would  not  be  out  <sf  chanCfeer  to  4uiipofe,  ih«c 
the  two  Tehicles  had  detignedly  been,  placed  tqgedier  to  point 
■cut  to  EtKopeans  •of  how  efUmation  the  Ghinefe  confu 
^ed  tfa^  ttticle^of  oftentation,  Whcn  they  conid  perform  ihe 
fame  fenrices  hy  fimpler  and  kft  expcBfiTe  means. 

Hie  jDutch  Emhafladotn  and  their  futte  were  now  to  have  a 
ijpecimen  of  the  court  entertaiaments,  and  the  polite  amufemeota 
•df-this  grand  emfMre.  They  cooififted  chiefly  of  the  contop- 
ttons  of  the  human  body,,  piadlfed  by  pdfture-maftersj  of 
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ropfrdmcliig,  and  a  fott  of  ]iaatomimic  perforaiaiice,  the  pria* 
dpal  cbara^ers  of  whtdi  were  men  drefled  in  ikins,  and  going 
onalUfours,  intended  to  fepre(ent  wild  beafts$  and  a  parcel  of 
tiojs  habited  in  the  dreflea  of  mandarins,  who  were  to  hunt 
them.   This  extraordinary -chace,  and  the  mufic,  and  the  rope- 
dancing,  put  the  Emperor  into  fuch  good  humour,  that  he  re- 
warded the  performers  very  liberaUy.   And  the  £mprels  and 
the  ladies,  who  were  in  an  upper  part  of  the  hoiife  concealed 
bdiind  a  fort  of  Venetian  blinds,  appeared  from  thehr  tittering 
noife  to  be  highly-  entertained.   The  whole  concluded,  though 
in  the  middle  of  the  day,  with  a  variety  of  fire- works;  and  the 
Chinel'e  part  of  the  company  departed  feemtngly  well  fatished 
with  thefe  diveriions. 

Ao-edipie  of  the  moon  happening  on  the  fourth  of  Fcbru* 
ary  gave  occalion  to  the  Embafladors  to  enjoy  a  little  rcll;  at 
home,  though  they  were  fummoned  to  attend  the  palace  at  a 
very  early  hour  in  the  morning.    The  Emperor  and  his  man- 
darins were  engaged  the  whole  day  in  devoutly  prayinf^  the 
gods  that  the  moon  might  not  be  eaten  up  by  the  great  dragon 
that  was  hovcrii^g  about  her.   Recovered  from  their  apprchcn- 
fions,  an  entertainment  was  given  the  following  day,  at  which 
the  Embafladors  were  required  to  be  prcfcnt.    After  a  number 
of  juggling  tricks  and  infantine  fports,  a  pantomime,  intended 
to  be  an  exhibition  of  the  battle  of  the  dragon  and  the  moon, 
was  reprcfentcd  before  the  full  court.    In  this  engagement  two 
or  three  hundred  priefts,  bearing  lanterns  fufpended  at  the  ends 
oflongfticks,  performed  a  variety  of  evolutions,  dancing  and 
eapering  about,  fometimes  over  the  plain,  and  then  9ver  chairs 
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iind  tablet,  afibrding  to  his  Imperial  Majedy  anil  to  his  couitiers 
the  greateft  pleaAire  and  fatisfadion. 

On  clie  fifteenth  of  February  the  Durch  Embafladors  left 
Pekin,  haring  remained  there  thirty-fix  days,  during  which 
they  were  fcarcely  allowed  to  have  a  fingle  day's  red,  but 
were  obliged,  at  the  mod  unfealbnable  hoars,  in  the  depth  of 
winter,  when  the  thermometer  was  feldom  higher  than  10  or 
)  2  degrees  below  the  freezing  point,  to  dance  attendance  upon 
the  Emperor  and  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  whenever  they 
ought  think  fit  to  eall  opon  them ;  and  to'  fubmit  to  the  degrad* 
ing  ceremony  of  knodcing  the  head  nine  times  againft  the 
ground,  atleaft  on  thirty  diffierent  occafions,  and  without  hav- 
ing the  fatisfadion  of  gaining  by  this  nneonditiooil  ami|^lianee 
any  one  earthly  thing,  beyond  a  compliment  fromthe  Bmpe- 
ror,  thai  H>ey  went  thmngh  tbtir  prqftratioru  to  admiration ! 
And  they  were  finally  obliged  to  leave  the  capital  without  be* 
ing  once  allowed  to  fpeak  on  any  kind  ofbufinefs,  or  even 
afked  a  fingle  queftion  as  to  the  nature  of  their  miffion,  which, 
indeed,  the  Chinefe  were  determined  to  take  for  grsjdted  was 
purely  complimentary  to  their  great  Emperor. 

The  manufcript  I  quote  from  defcribes  minutely  all  the  pan- 
tomimic performances,  the  tricks  of  conjurors  and  jugglers,  and 
the  feats  of  podure-mafters,  but  as  they  fcem  to  be  pretty  much 
of  the  fame  kind  as  were  exhibited  before  the  Britifli  Embafly 
in  Tartary,  as  defcribed  by  Lord  Macartney,  I  forbear  to  re- 
late them.  Ennnt^}i  lias  l)een  faid  to  Oiew  the  tafle  of  the  COUr^  . 
in  this  refpe^  and  the  ftate  of  the  drama  in  China. 

P  P  I  fttfpea, 
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I  fulpcd,  however,  that  the  amufcments  of  the  theatre  hav« 
ia  fome  degree  d^eneraled  at  court  fince  the  time  of  the  Tartar 
coaqueft.  Dancing,  riding,  wredling,  and  podure-making, 
are  more  congenial  to  the  rude  and  unpolifhed  Tartar  than  the 
ain  and  dialogue  of  a  regular  drama,  which  is  better  fuited  t<» 
the  genius  and  fpirit  of  the  ceremonious  and  efieminate  Cbinefe,- 
lam  led  to  this  obfervation  from  the  very  common  cuftoia 
among  the  Chincfc  officers  of  (late  of  having  private  theatres 
in  their  houfes,  in  which,  inftead  of  the  juggling  tricks  above 
mentioned,  they  occafionally  entertain  their  guefts  with  regular 
dramatic  performances.  In  the  courle  of  our  journey  througl^ 
the  country  and  at  Canton,  we  were  entertained  with  a  num- 
ber of  exhibitions  of  this  kind  ;  and  as  "  the  purpofe  of  playing," 
as  our  immortal  bard  has  obfcrvctl,  "  both  at  the  firft,  and 
"  now,  wa«j  and  is,  to  hold  as  'twere  the  mirror  up  to  nature," 
it  may  not  be  foreign  to  the  prefent  iubjedl  to  take  a  brief  no^ 
tice  of  fuch  performances. 

The  fubje<5ls  of  the  pieces  exhibited  arc  for  the  mofl  pait 
hiftorical,  and  relate  generally  to  the  tranfadions  of  remote 
periods,  in  which  cafes  the  di^fTcs  are  conformable  to  the  an- 
cient fg/tf//»if  of  China.  There  are  others,  however,  that  reprc- 
fent  the  Tartar  conqweft,  but  none  built  on  hiftorical  events 
fubfequent  to  that  period.  But  the  ancient  drama  is  preferred 
by  the  critics.  They  have  alfo  comic  pieces,  in  which  there 
is  always  a  buffoon,  whofe  grimaces  and  low  jefts,  like  thofc  of 
the  buffoons  la  our  owa  theatres*  obtain  from  the  audience  the 
greateft  fliace  of  appliiifei  Tht  ^ogue  in  all  their  dramas, 
whether  ftriow  er  eonic^  is  coodu^^d  in  a  ]da4  of  mono- 

tODOHS 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRAVELS  IN  CHIN^ 


ttmous  ttvoAWf  fimetimet  however  rifing  or  fiddog  a  ftw 
toiiei,  whiA  are  tneent  to.lie  expcdBTe  of  paffionate  or  qoeni- 
loiN  cedencea.  The  lpeal»r  U-  intcnrupted  at  lotervab  by  Ihrill 
barlh  mufici  geaeraUy  of  wind  inftnimeiiti»  and  (he  paulicaare 

invariably  filled  up  with  a  loud  crafli,  aided  by  the  fononuu 

and  deafening  gpng,  and  fometimes  by  the  kettle  drum.  An 
air  or  foog  generally  follows.  Joy,  grief,  rage,  defpair,  mad- 
M6t  are  dl  attempted  to  be  ei^ceibd  in  fong  on  the  Chinelo 
ftage.  -I  am  not  fure  that  a  Tjhcneot  admirer  of  the  Italian 
open  might  not  take  umbrage  at  the  r^refentation  of  ^  ChiiMeio 
drama,  as  it  appears  to  be  fomething  fo  very  like  a  l)\irlefque  on 
that  fafhionable  Ipccles  of  dramatic  entertainment ;  nor  is  the 
•hiuefc  ftage  wanting  in  thole  vocal  warblers,  the  nature  of 
whom,  as  wc  are  told  by  the  ingenious  and  very  entertaining 
Martin  Sherlock,  a  French  lady  explained  to  her  little  inquifi- 
tive  daughter,  by  informing  her,  that  there  was  the  lame  differ- 
ence between  them  and  m£n,  as  between  an  ox  and  a  bull. 
Such  creatures  arc  indeed  more  nccclTary  to  the  Chinefe  theatre, 
as  the  manners  of  the  country  prohibit  women  from  appearing 
in  public. 

The  unity  of  a£lion  is  lo  far  prcfcrvcd,  that  they  have  aQual- 
ly  no  change  of  icene;  but  change  of  place  mud  frequently  be 
fu^pofed*  To  aflUl  the  imagination  in  diie  refpcdl,  their  ma- 
nagement ia  whirafical  enough.  If  It  be  neceOary  to  fend  a  ge- 
neral on  a  (Kfiant  oqpedidon,  be  mounts  a  fticici  takes  two  or 
three  turns  round  the  ftageybran^fliesa  Uttle  whip,  and  fings  a 
foiig ;  when  this  is  ended,  he  ftbps  (hart,  aiid  recommences 
his  recitative,  when  the  journey  is  fuppofed  to  be  peiform^. 

F  F  a  The 
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Tiie  wantof  fcenery  ia  fometimet  fupplied  by  a  very  vncla^ 
Ileal  figure,  wbicb,  juft  the  reverie  of  iht prrfopoptda,Gt  perfb- 
nificadoa  of  grtmmaruina,  confiders  peribns  to  repideiit  diiogk 
If,  for  inAanee,  a  watted  eity  is  to  be  ftormed,  a  parcel  of  lbl> 
dien,  piling  tbcrofelvca  on  a  bea^  acrds  the  ftage,  are  fiippofed 
to  reprefent  the  wall  over  wltteh  the  flortniag  paitf  is  to 
fcramble.  This  puts  one  In  mind  of  the  fliifts  of  Nick  Bot- 
tom. **  Some  man  or  other  muft  prefent  wall,**  and,  let 
*  bimbaveibme  plaiilcr,  or  fomelome,  ol*  Ibme  rot^h'Gaft 
about  bim  to  fignify  wall.** 

The  au^nce  is  never  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  charader  wbicb 

is  produced  before  it.  Like  the  ancient  Greek  drama  and,  in 
imitadon  thereof,  all  our  old  plays,  the  dramatu  perfwug  in- 
troduce themfelves  in  appropriate  fpeeches  to  (be  acquaintanee 
of  the  fpe^Utors. 

As  to  the  time  of  action,  a  fingle  drama  will  fometimes  in- 
clude the  tranfad^lons  of  a  whole  century,  or  even  of  a  dynafty 
more  than  twice  the  lengih  of  that  period ;  which,  among  other 
abfurdities,  gave  Voltaire  occafion  to  compare  what  he  thought 
to  be  a  literal  tranflation  of  the  Orphan  of  the  Hou/e  of  TchaOy 
"  to  thofc  monftrous  farces  of  Shakefpcar,  which  have  been 
"  called  tragedies farces,  however,  which  will  continue  to 
be  read  hy  thofc  who  underlland  them,  which  be  did  not,  with 
heartfelt  emotion  and  delight,  when  his  Orphan  of  China  {hall 
have  funk  into  the  neglect  even  of  his  own  admihag  coun- 
trymen* 

In 
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In  this  miferable  compofition  of  Father  Prhnare^  for  it  can 
fciitdy  be  called  a  tranHatlon,  there  is  neither  diCkion,  nor 
ientiment,  nor  character ;  it  is  a  mere  tiiTuc  of  unnatural,  or 
at  lead  very  improbable  events,  iit  ooty  for  the  amufement  of 
children,  and  not  capable  of  raliing  one  fingle  paifion,  but 
that  of  contempt  for  the  tafte  of  thofe  who  could  exprefs  an 
admiration  of  fuch  a  compofition.  The  denouement  of  the 
piece  is  materially  aflifted  by  means  of  a  dog :  but  this  part  of 
the  ftory  is  told,  and  not  exhibited  ;  the  Chinefe  tafte  not  be- 
ing quite  fo  depraved,  in  this  InRance,  as  to  admit  the  perform- 
ance of  a  four-footed  animal  on  the  ftagie. 

This  drama  with  ninety-nine  others,  pubUQied  together  in 
one  work,  are  confidered  as  the  clafBcai  (lock-pieces  of  the 
Chinefe  ftage  ;  but  like  ourfelves,  they  complain  that  a  depraved 
tafte  prevails  for  modern  produdions  very  inferior  to  thofe  of 
ancient  date.  It  is  certainly  true,  that  every  fort  of  ribaldry 
and  obfcenity  arc  cacouragcd  on  the  Chinefe  ftage  at  the  prefeoc 
day.  A  fet  of  players  of  a  fuperior  kind  travel  occaHonally 
from  Nankin  to  Canton  j  at  the  latter  of  which  cities,  it  feems, 
they  meet  with  conftderable  encouragement  from  the  Hong 
merchants,  and  other  wealthy  inhabitaoti.  At  thefe  exhibitiona 
the  Engliih  are  fometiffles  prefeut.  The  fiibjeft  and  the,  coi^ 
dtt&  of  one  of-  their  ftock  pieces,  wludb  being  a  great  iavowtte 
ia  fiequently  repealed*  are  lb  rami^blet  that  I  cannot  forbear 
taking  fome«notice  of  it.  A  woman  being  tempted  to  muvder 
her  httiband  perfocma  the  aft  whilft  he  b  afleep,  by  ftriking  a 
fmall  hatehet  into  Ua  forehead«  He  appeata  on  the  ftage  with 
%  large  gafh  juft  above  the  eyca*  out  of  wUch  iflTuca  a  prodi^ont 
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cfiufion  of  blood,  reels  about  for  Ibmc  time,  bemoaning  his  la- 
mentable fate  in  a  fong,  till  exliauftcd  by  lofs  of  blood,  he 
falls,  and  dies.    The  woman  is  fci/.cd,  brought  before  a  ma- 
girtrate,"  and  condemned  to  be  flayed  alive.    The  fentence  is 
put  i/i  execution  ;  and,  in  the  following  ad,  flie  appears  upon 
the  ftage  not  only  naked,  but  completely  excoriated.    The  thio 
wrapper  with  which  the  creature  (an  eunuch)  is  covered,  who 
fiiftains  the  part,  is  ftretched  fo  tight  about  tlic  body,  and  fo 
well  painted,  as  to  reprefcnt  the  difgufting  objed  of  a  human 
being  deprived  of  its  fktn  ;  and  in  this  condition  the  character 
fings  or,  more  properly  fpcaking,  whines  nearly  half  an  hour 
on  the  ftage,  to  excite  the  compaflfion  of  three  infernal  or  ma- 
Jignant  fpirits  who,  like  iEacus,  Minos,  and  Rhadamanthus, 
fit  in  judgment  on  her  future  deftiny.    I  have  been  informed 
that  it  is  fcarcely  pofliblc  to  conceive  a  more  oblcene,  indelicate, 
and  difgufting  objcQ,  than  this  favourite  exhibition,  which,  if 
Intended  "to  hoIJ  t'l  c   mirror  up  to  nature,"  it  is  to  nature  in 
5ts  inofl  irrofs,  rude,  and  uncivilized  ftate,  ill-agreeing  with  the 
ijoailcd  morality,  high  polifh,  refined  delicacy,  and  ceremoni- 
ous exterior  of  the  Chinefe  nation  ;  but  it  tends,  anaong  other 
parts  of  their  real  condud  in  life,  to  ftrengthen  an  obfcrvation 
I  have  already  made  with  regard  to  their  filial  piety,  and  which, 
with  few  exceptions,  may  perhaps  be  extended  to  moft  of  their 
civil  and  moral  inftitutioiu,  **  that  they  extft  more  in  date 
maxims,  then  in  the  minds  of  the  people."  As,  howt!Tcr,  a 
Chinefe  might  be  led  to  make  fimiUr  itflexlons  on  the  exiubi- 
lion  of  Harlequin  Skeleton,  and  ihoilie  mimtfrotis  tieprdentatlont 
that  of  hte  jean  have  crept  upon  oat  tiwn  ftage,  where  ghofts, 
hobgoblins,  and  bleeding  ftatues  are  called  !n  »d  of  thej^fi^fldSiV 
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I  ihould  hefitate  to  draw*any  general  conclufion,  vnth  regard  to 
their  tafte,  from  the  particular  exhibition  of  a  woman  flayed 
ilhr^  were  they  not  in  the  conftant  pra^ice  of  performing 
other  pieces  that,  in  point  of  immorality  and  obfcenity,  are  ftill 
infinitely  worfe ;  fo  vulgarly  indelicate  and  fo  filthy,  that  the 
European  part  of  the  audience  is  fometimes  compelled  by  di£* 
guft  to  loive  the  theatre.  Thefe  are  fuch  as  will  not  bear  de* 
fcxiption,  nor  do  I  know  to  what  fcenic  reprefentations  thej 
can  with  propriety  be  compared,  unlefs  to  ihofe  grofs  inde- 
cencies of  Theodora,  which  Procopius  has  defcribed  to  have 
been  exhibited  on  the  Roman  ftage,  in  the  reign  of  Juftiiiian  *, 
The  people  who  encourage  them  muft  be  funk  very  deep  in  in- 
telle^ual  groflhefs,  and  have  totally  loft  fight  of  all  decency. 
Thefe  and  firailarfcenes  may  be  confidered  among  the  illefiedls 
of  excluding  women  fipom  their  due  (hate  of  ioflucnce  in  fociety* 

It 'would  be  impoffiUe  to  compUmeat  the  court  of  Pekin  on 
the  el^ance  and  refinement  e£  it»  entertainments,  but  at  the 
expenee  of  truth  sod  lulbn*  Thofe  of  Tartnr  oi^n  wUl  no 
more  bear  a  oonpaiiibn  with  the  noble  contefts  of  flreng^  and 
agility  dirpbyed  by  the  oM  hardy  Romans  iii'  the  Qroenfian 
£am«s»  than  the  ngdaf  dama  of  die  CSiioefe  wUl  admit  of  be* 
Log  mcafurtd  by  the  ibfttr,  but  more  refined  and  radonal  amufe- 
ments  of  a  fimilar  Idndin  Eniopeb  It  is  tme  the  fcenic  mpre- 
Icniaiioos  in  the  dsdine  of  the-Romaa  empire,  as  theyare  de- 
feribed  to  us,  appear  to  have 'been*  as  rode  and  barbaroos  u 
thofis  of  the  Ca»inefr.  They  began  by  exhibicing  in  dieir  vaft 

*  See  Giiion,  nndcr  Emperor  Jiif\!nian  :  and  Mena^iana,  is  witicb  is  given  tbie 
tranilation  of  a  very  extraordinary  piUr,ige  from  Pr^ofiut. 

.  .  .  amph^ 
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•tnqplHlfaeatre  the  tare  asd.  vnpnderful  prodt«£UoDa  of^  DiitUTe. 
t^tfiAs  talhreaed  idth  uuraiiierable  birds ;  careras  pouring  forth 
ItOas^  anditygers,  and  panthers,  and  other  beads  of  prey; 
plains  covei*ed  with  the  ekphant,  the  rhinofceros,  the  zebra, 
the  oRrlch,  and  o|l«r  ouioiu  animals,  which  the  wUds  of 
Afinoft  kmai^ed^  were  all  brought  together  within  the  drcuit 
ofthe^rav^.  Not  fatisfied  with  the  rich  produ^iona  of  the 
earthy  die  iiea'SUift  alfo  become  tributary  to  their  amufements. 
The  arMa  wa*  convertible  into  a  fheet  of  water ;  and,  at  length, 
the  two  elements  concluding  a  marriage,  as  on  the  Chincrc 
theatre,  produced  a  race  of  monfters  which,  according  to  the 
Latin  {ipet'a  *  deicriptioa,  might  vie  with  thoie  of  Chioa*;  ^  :  i 

,  Moo  Iblum  noliU  fjrlvcOria  monflm 

•»  Contlgrt,  xquoreos  ego  rr.:n  ccrrnnt-hnu  tirHf 
'        *<  SpeAari  vitulos,  et  equorum  DOmine  di^iun  . 
"  ScJ  diffiormc  geuus."— 

Where  Sylvan  monfters  not  alone  apprnr, 
But  fea-cows  (lrug{;le  with  the  ihaggy  bear, 
And  korfts  of  the  deep,  a  flupelels  CMO*— ~- 

la  fliort,  the  greater  part  of  the  amufements  oftheChinefe 
are,  attheprefent  day,  of  a  nature  fo  very  puerile,  or  fo  grofs 
and  vulgar,  that  the  tricks  and  the  puppet-flicws  which  are 
occaHonally  exhibited  in  a  common  fair  of  one  of  the  country 
Cowns  of  England,  may  be  confidered  as  comparatively  po* 
Kflied,  interefting,  and  rational.  In  flight-o&htnd,  in  pofture* 
nuking,  rope-dancing,  tiding,  and  athletic  exercifes,  they  are 
mttdi  inferior  to  Europeans ;  but  in  the  variety  of  their  fire* 
wcnica  they,  perhaps,  may  carry  the  palm  agunft  the  whole 

*  A.  Calpuraitn. 
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world.  In  e7eiy  other  refpeft  the  amufements  of  the  capital 
of  China  appear  to  be  of  a  low  and  trifliag  nature,  neither  failed 
to  the  afletflerl  [gravity  of  the  governnent  nor  to  the  generally 
fuppofed  &»ic  of  civilization  among  the  people. 

The  old  Emperor,  as  he  obferved  to  Lord  Macartney,  feldom 
partook  of  fuch  amufements.  Confidcring,  indeed,  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  connected  wilh  the  reign  of  the  prcfent  dynafty  oil 
the  throne,  the  government  of  an  empire  of  fuch  vaft.  magni- 
tude, {lored  with  an  almoft  incalculable  population,  mud  nc- 
cefTarily  he  a  taflc  of  inconceivable  vigilance  and  toil ;  a  talk 
that  miift  have  required  all  the  time,  the  talents,  and  the  atten- 
tion of  the  four  lovcrcigns  to  cnfurc  tlie  brilliant  nnd  unparal- 
leled fucccni'S  that  have  diftinguiihed  their  long  reign.  Tc/jia: 
£j/»gy  at  the  age  of  eighty-three,  was  fo  little  afflided  with 
the  infirmities  of  age,  that  he  had  all  the  appearance  and  adi- 
vity  of  a  hale  man  of  fixtv.  His  eye  was  dark,  quick,  and  pe- 
netrating, his  nok  rather  aquiline,  and  his  complexion,  even  at 
this  advanced  age,  was  florid.  Hislwiight  I  fiiould  fuppofc  to  be 
about  five  feet  ten  inches,  and  he  was  pcrfedly  upright. 
Though  neither  corpulent  nor  mufcular  at  eighty-three,  it  was 
not  difhcult  to  perceive  that  he  once  had  poflclfed  great  bodily 
Arcngth.  He  always  cnioycd  a  vigorous  conftitution,  which 
the  rcp;uL\!-ity  of  his  liic  uid  no:  lir.pair.  Like  all  the  Man- 
tchoo  'lartara  lie  was  fond  of  hunting,  an  cxercifc  that  during 
the  fummcr  months  he  never  ncglc<fled.  He  had  the  reputation 
of  being  an  expert  bowman,  and  inferior  only  in  drawing  this 
weapon  to  hib  grandfather  Caung-Jbee^  who  boafb,  in  his  laft 

o  o  will. 
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will,  that  he  drew  a  bow  of  the  weight  or  ftreogth  of  one  him* 
died  and  fifty  pounds. 

Nor  were  the  faculties  of  his  mind  lefs  adive,  or  lefs  power- 
ful, than  thofe  of  his  body.  As  prompt  in  conceiving  as  re- 
iblute  in  executing  his  plans  of  conqueft,  he  feemed  to  com- 
auuid  fuccefs.  Kind  and  charitable,  as  on  all  occafions  he 
ihewed  himfelf  to  his  fubjeds,  hj  remitting  the  taxes,  and  ad- 
miniftering  relief  in  feafons  of  diftrefs,  he  was  no  lefs  vindio- 
tlve  and  relentlefs  to  his  enemies.  Impatient  of  reftraint  or  re- 
verfes,  he  has  fometimcs  been  led  to  a£):  with  injuftice,  and  to 
punifli  with  too  great  feverity.  His  irafciblc  temper  was  once 
the  caufe  of  a  fevere  and  lafting  afTlidion  to  himfelf,  and  the 
circunftances  connected  with  it  are  faid  to  luLTC  produced  a 
gloom  and  melancholy  on  his  mind  which  nerer  entirely  for* 
fook  him.  About  the  middle  part  of  his  reign,  he  made  a  cir- 
cuit through  the  heart  of  h'ls  empire.  At  Sau-tcboo^foOt  a  city 
that  IS  celebrated  for  its  beautiful  ladies  which,  being  purchafed 
when  infants,  are  educated  there  for  fale  to  the  opulent,  he  was 
captivated  with  a  girl  of  extraordinary  beauty  and  talents,  whom 
he  intended  to  carry  back  with  him  to  his  capital.  The  Era- 
prcfs,  by  means  of  an  eunuch,  was  made  acquainted  with  his 
new  amour,  and  dreading  his  future  neglc<ft,  her  fplrits  were 
depreffed  to  filch  a  degree,  that  a  few  days  after  receiving  the  in- 
telligence (he  put  an  end  to  her  cxiftcnce  with  a  cord.  The  Em- 
peror, on  hearing  this  melancholy  new*;,  was  greatly  cliflrcfTcd 
and  repaired  without  delay  to  Pekin.  One  of  his  fons,  a  very 
amiable  youth,  fearful  of  incurring  his  father's  difpleafure, 
had  entertained  fome  doubts  whether  it  would  be  molt  proper 
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to  appear  before  him  in  dce[i  mourning;  for  his  mother,  which 
might  be  conftrucd  as  an  infultto  the  father,  who  had  been  the 
caufe  cf  her  deutli,  or  in  his  robes  of  ceremony,  which  would 
be  dilrefpe^lful  to  the  memory  of  his  deccafed  mother.  In  tliis 
dilemma  he  confuhed  his  fchoohnafter,  who,  like  a  true 
Cliincfe,  advifed  him  to  put  on  both.  He  did  fo  and,  unfor- 
tunately tor  him,  covered  the  mourning  withthc  ceremonial  habif. 
Tcbitti'Liing,  whofe  affeilion  had  now  returned  for  his  deceafcd 
Emprcls,  and  whofe  melancholy  fate  he  was  deeply  lamenting, 
on  perceiving  his  foa  at  his  feet  without  mourning,  was  fo 
(hocked  and  exafperated  at  the  fuppofcd  want  of  filial  duty 
that,  in  tfie  momeot  of  rage,  he  gave  him  a  Tiolent  kick  in  an 
unfbftunate  place  which,  after  bia  langutflung  a  few  days, 
proved  fatal. 

m 

None  of  his  four  furriving  fons'ever  poflefled  any  (hare  of 
his  confidence  or  authority  which,  of  late  years,  were  wholly 
.beftowed  on  his  firft  minifter  Bt'dmii^^tfg,  He  had  a  duo 
fenfeof  religious  duties,  which  he  regularly  performed  every 
morning.  Having  made  a  vow  at  the  eariy  part  <^  his  tdgn 
that,  flumld  it  pleafe  heaven  to  grant  him  to  govern  his  domi* 
nions  for  a  complete  cycle,  or  fizty  years,  he  would  then  retire, 
and  refign  the  throne  to  his  fucceflbr,  he  religiottfly  obferved  it 
on  the  accompUihment  of  the  event.  The  fincerity  of  his  faith 
may  partly  be  infiarred  from  the  numerous  and  ijplendid  temples 
he  bdit  and  endowed  in  different  parts  of  oriental  Tartary,  of 
wluch  the  Poo-Uhht  or  convent  of  Budha  at  Gehol,  is  the  moft 
magnificent.  It  is  find  indeed,  from  the  circumfliance  of  his 
loi^  and  fortunate  reign,  he  had,  in  his  later  years,  entertained 
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an  idea,  that  the  Lama,  or  Budlia,  or  Fo,  for  they  are  all  the 

fame  pci'f(inr.;ie,  had  condefcendcd  to  become  incarnate  in  his 
perfon.  "  However  wild  and  extravagaut,"  obfcrvcs  Lord 
Macartney,  "  fuch  a  conceit  may  be  regarded,  we  know  from 
"  hiftory  how  much  even  the  beft  underftandmgs  may  be  per- 
"  verted  by  profperity,  and  that  human  nature,  not  fatisfied 
"  witli  ilic  good  things  of  this  world,  fonietimcs  wifhes  to  an- 
*'  ticipate  the  condition  and  felicity  of  the  next.  IfAlcx  ndcr 
*•  icorned  to  own  left  than  Jupiter  Ammon  for  his  father,  if 
"  many  Roman  Emperors  extorted  altars  and  i'acrificcs  in  their 
*«  lifetime,  if,  even  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  an  £ngU(h 
"  nobleman  *  encouraged  the  belief  of  his  defcent  from  a  fwan, 
"  and  was  complimented  in  a  dedication  upon  his  feathered 
"  pedigree,  a  fimilar  infatuation  may  be  the  lefs  inexcufable  in 
"  Kicu'Lortg^  a  monarch,  the  Icnp^th  and  happinefs  of  whofc 
**  reign,  the  unlimited  obedience  of  whofc  incalculable  number 
**  of  fubjeOs,  and  the  health  and  vigour  of  whole  botly,  have 
"  hitherto  kept  out  of  his  view  mod  of  thofe  circumflances 
"  that  are  apt  to  remind  other  men  of  their  mifery  and  mor- 
«  toUty.- 

Till  his  laft  lllncfs  he  continued  to  rife  at  three  o'clock  In 
the  morning,  both  in  winter  and  fummer.  He  ufually  toc^k  fome 
cordial  to  fortify  his  ftomach,  and  then  repaired  to  his  private 
devotions  at  one  of  his  temples.  After  this  he  read  the  dif- 
patches  of  his  great  officers,  both  civil  and  military,  who  from 
their  different  ftatlons  were  ordered  to  write  to  him  dire^ly, 

*  DDlwof  BacBnghMa.  Seetbe  aouioa  tliUclutfiairlttSlMkdpcw't  Hcuy 
VIII.  Aft  u  Seem  a. 

and 
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and  not  to  the  tribunals  aa  had  ufually  been  the  cafe.  About 
feren  he  took  his  bseakfiift  of  tea,  innes,  and  coniedionaiy, 
when  he  tranfa^d  bufinefs  with  the  firft  minifter,  confulting 
with,  or  dire^tng,  him  in  the  wdghty  matters  of  ftate,  previous 
to  their  appearing  in  regular  form  before  the  reipedive  depart* . 
ments  to  which  they  belonged.  He  had  then  a  kind  of  levee, 
which  was  ufually  attended  by  the  collaos,  or  minifters,  and 
the  prefidents  of  the  departments  or  public  boards.  At  eleven 
refrefhments  were  again  fcrved  up  and,  after  bufinefs  was  over, 
he  either  amufed  bimfeif  in  the  women's  apartments,  or  walked 
round  his  palace  or  gardens.  Between  three  and  four  he  ufually 
dined,  after  which  he  retired  to  his  private  rooms  and  employed 
himfelf  in  reading  or  writing  till  bed-time,  which  was  always 
regulated  by,,  and  feldom  later  than,  the  fetiLng  of  the  fun. 

Htfwasfully  perfuaded  that  his  uninterrupted  health  was  chiefly 
owing  to  his  early  retiring  lo  red,  and  early  rifing  ;  an  obfcr- 
vation,  indeed,  that  in  oui"  country  has  grown  into  a  maxim,  and 
maxims  are  generally  grounded  on  truth.  The  late  Lord  Mans- 
field made  a  point  for  many  years  of  enquiring  from  all  the 
aged  perfons,  that  at  any  time  appeared  before  him  to  give  evi- 
dence, into  their  particular  mode  of  living,  in  order  that  he 
might  be  able  to  form  fome  general  conclufion  with  regard  to 
the  caufes  of  their  longevity.  The  refult  of  his  obfervations  was, 
that  he  could  draw  no  inference  from  their  intemperance  or  ab- 
ftemioulhcfs  with  regard  to  diet  or  Uriaking,  but  that  they 
all  agreed  la  one  point,  that  of  being  early  rifers. 
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7chieK'LufigTcC\gned  the  throne  of  China  to  his  fifteenth  Ton, 
the  prefcnt  IGa-khtg^  in  February  1796,  having  completed  a 
reign  of  fixty  years ;  and  he  died  in  the  month  of  Februaiy 
1799,  <at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  jreara. 

When  the  Tartars  conquered  China,  they  found  all  the  great 
officers  of  (late  filled  by  eunuchs,  and  die  palace  fwarmed  with 
thefe  creatures ;  the  greater  part  was  immediately  difplaced, 
and  other  Chi nefe  of  talent  and  education  were  put  into  their 
places*  Having,  however,  adopted  the  laws  and  cufloms  of 
the  conquered,  it  became  necefTary  to  keep  up  the  ufuai  efta- 
blilhment  of  women  in  the  palace,  the  inevitable  confequence 
of  which  was  the  retention  of  a  certain  number  of  eunuchs  to 
look  after  them.  And  they  are  at  this  moment  as  numerous, 
perhaps,  in  all  the  palaces,  as  they  were  at  the  conqueft,  but 
-none  of  them  are  dignified  with  any  ofiice  of  truft  or  impor- 
tance in  the  ftate.  They  confider  themfelves,  however,  as  ele- 
vated far  above  the  plebeian  rank  ;  and  a  bunch  of  keys  or  a 
birch  broom  ^ves  them  all  the  airs  and  infolence  of  office* 

Of  thefe  eunuchs  there  are  two  kinds.  The  one  is  fo  far 
emafculated  as  never  to  have  the  confolation  of  being  a  father ; 
the  other  mod  fubmit  to  lofe  every  trace  of  manhood.  The 
firft  are  entrufted  with  the  infpedion  and  fupcrintendance  of 
the  buildings,  gardens,  and  other  works  belonging  to  the  im- 
perial palaces,  which  they  are  required  to  keep  in  order.  The 
Rqfibus^  as  the  milConaries  call  them,  are  admitted  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  palace.   Thefe  creatoies  paint  their  faces,  ftudy 

their 
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their  drefs,  and  are  as  coquettilh  as  the  ladies^  upon  whom  in- 
deed it  is  their  chief  buiinefs  to  attend.  The  greated  favourite 
fleeps  in  the  fame  room  with  the  Emperor,  to  be  ready  to  ad- 
minlfler  to  his  wilhes ;  and  in  this  capacity  he  finds  number- 
Icfs  opportunities  to  prejudice  his  mafter  againd  thofe  for  whom 
he  may  have  conceived  a  diflike ;  and  inftanccs  are  not  wanting 
where  the  firil  officers  in  the  date  have  been  difgraced  by  means 
of  thefexreatures. 

They  are  equally  deteftcd  and  feared  by  the  princes  of  the 
blood  who  rcfidc  in  the  palace,  by  the  court  officers,  and  by 
the  mifTionaries  in  the  employ  of  government.    The  latter  had 
it  nccefTary  to  make  frequent,  and  fometimes  expenfive,  pre- 
fents  to  thofe  in  particular  about  the  perfon  of  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty.    Should  any  of  thcfe  gentlemen  happen  to  carry  about 
with  him  a  watch,  fnuff-box,  or  other  trinket,  which  the 
eunuch  condefcends  to  admire,  there  is  no  alternative  ;  the  mif- 
fionary  takes  the  hint,  and  begs  his  acceptance  of  it,  knowing 
very  well  that  the  only  way  to  preferve  his  friendihip  is  to 
(hare  with  him  his  property.    An  omiflion  of  this  piece  of  ci- 
vility has  been  produ^ve  of  great  injury  to  the  European. 
The  gentleman  who  regulates  and  keeps  in  order  the  feveral 
pieces  of  clock-work  in  the  palace  aOlired  me,  that  the  old 
eunuch,  who  wasentrofted  with  the  keys  of  the  rooms,  uled 
to  go  in  by  night  and  purpofcly  derange  and  break  the  ma« 
chinery,  that  he  might  be  put  to  the  trouble  and  expence  of 
lepaiiing  it*   This  happened  to  him  fo  often  that,  at  length, 
he  became  acquunted  with  the  fecret  of  applying  the  proper 
preventiite,  which  although  expcnfive was  ftiU  lefs  vexatious  tlian 
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tlic  condant  rcp:iratioa  cf  the  tniichief  done  to  the  arlicles  of 
which  he  haU  ihe  luperinteodance. 

T!ie  Cliincfe  eunuchs  are  adtllcleLi  to  all  the  vices  that  diftin- 
•guirti  thcle  creatures  in  otlicr  countries.  There  is  fcarcely  one 
about  the  palace,  v.'helhcr  of  the  clafs  of  porters  and  fwcepcrs, 
or  of  that  wiiich  is  qualificU  for  the  inner  apartment?,  but  have 
women  in  their  lodgings,  wlio  are  generally  the  dau;j,liters  of 
poor  people,  from  whom  they  are  purchaled,  and  are  confo- 
fjuentiy  conlidered  as  their  flavcs.  It  is  diiikult  to  eonceivc  a 
condition  in  life  more  lunniliatincr,  or  more  deplorable,  than  tliat 
of  a  female  flave  to  an  eunuch  ;  but  happily  for  fuch  icni.ilcs,  in 
this  country  the  mental  powers  are  not  very  aciive.  Several 
of  the  miiTionaries  alFurcd  me  of  the  truth  of  this  fa£l,  which 
indeed  I  have  ftrong  reifoiM  for  believing  even  of  the  rafibus. 
The  keeper  of  the  hall  of  audience  once  took  me  to  his  lodg- 
ings, but  on  coming  to  the  door  he  defired  mc  to  wait  till  he 
had  made  fome  arrangements  within ;  the  meaning  of  which 
was,  until  he  had  removed  his  lady  out  of  the  way  \  nor  was 
he  in  the  leaft  difpleafed  at  my  hinting  this  to  him*  Being 
one  of  the  favourite  attendants  of  the  ladies  of  the  court,  he 
was  of  courfe  a  Hack  eunudf.  He  was  the  moft  capricious  crea- 
ture in  the  world  i  being  fometimes  extremely  civil  and  com- 
munlcadve,  fometimes  fuUen,  and  not  deigning  to  open  his 
lips :  and  whenever  he  took  it  into  his  head  to  be  offended,  he 
was  fare  to  praQife  fome  little  revenge.  I  fancy  he  was  clerk 
of  the  kitchen,  for  the  quality  and  the  quantity  of  our  dinner 
generally  depended  on  the  ftate  of  his  humour.  "When  the  re- 
port of  the  Embaflador's  maldng  conditions  mnth  regard  to  the 
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ceremony  of  introdudion  firft  reached  Tuen-min-yuen^  he  wa» 
more  than  ufualiy  peevilb,  and  conceived,  as  he  thought,  a 
notable  piece  of  revenge.    Some  pains  had  been  taken  to  ar» 
range  the  prefents  in  I'uch  a  manner  in  the  great  hall  as  to  fill 
the  room  well,  and  fet  them  off  to  the  beft  advantage.  The 
old  creature,  determined  to  give  us  additional  trouble  and  to 
break  through  the  arrangement  that  had  been  made,  defired 
that  the  whole  night,  be  pUeod  at  one  cod  •£  tlM  room.  On 
my  objeding  to  dik  ho  pnteadad  fto  him  leeehtd  the  Sidi» 
poroi't  order,  and  Ail  at  all  eveattit  mnft  be  obeyed }  andtho 
reaiba  he  aJfigoed  farlhf  rhitiy  wai,  **  that  hia  Majefty  might 
«*  ice  them  at  once  fiom  hb  duoaet  nidMmtbdiigattfaetroa- 
**  Mf  rf  tff  TTtifg  hk  hfid  ** 

■ 

The  great  number  of  theie  creaturct  about  the  palace  of 
Tiicn-m'tn-yucn  made  my  refidence. there  extremely  di(|greeable. 
They  fieoned,  indeed,  to  he  placed  as  fpies  on  our  condii^ 
If  I  attempted  to  move  ever  fo  little  beyond  the  court  of  our 
apartments,  I  was  lure  ol  being  watched  and  purlueJ  by  Ibmc 
of  them;  to  perfift  in  my  walk  would  have  thrown  the  whole 
palace  in  an  uproar.    I  one  day  happened  inadvertently  to 
ftiay  through  a  thicket,  which  it  feems  led  towards  the  apart- 
ments of  the  ladies,  but  I  lud  not  proceeded  far  before  1  heard 
feyexal  (i^ualling  voiceam  the  thicket,  which  I  ibon  recogoiied 
to  bo 'thole  of  eunychfi..^  Thej  had  fon  tfacmlelvei  oot  of 
bieath  in  leeki^g  ney  and  my  old  firieod  of  the  kitchen  waa 
iiDt;to  be.pactfied  for-  puttiog  Urn  to  the  hazacd,  aa  he  pr&<  • 
tended,  of  kifiag  IkU  head  bj  my  impci^^^ 

'       H  B  The 


4^  m^^^ts  iir  Gutvji. 

*  The  eunucha  aad  the  women  are  the  only:  oompaaions  of 
the  Emperor  in  his  leifure  hours :  of  the  laftw,  00*  Only  Uab 
the  rank  of  Emprefs,  after  whom  are  two  Queens  and  their 
numerous  attendants,  which  conllitutc  the  feoood  i^afs  of  tiM 
cftabliflimeat ;  and  the  third  confifts  of  fix  QiieeiW,  and  their  tl- 
tendants.  To  thefe  three  ranks  of  his  wives  are  attached  one 
hundred  ladies,  who  are  ufually  called  his  concubines,  though 
they  are  as  much  a  legal  part  of  his  cftablilhment  as  the  otliers. 
They  would  feem  to  be  of  the  fame  dclcription,  and  to  hold  the 
fame  rank  as  the  handmaids  of  the  ancient  Ifraelifes.  Their 
children  arc  all  coafidcred  as  branches  of  the  Imperial  family, 
but  the  preference  to  the  fucccflion  is  generally  given  to  the 
male  iflue  of  the  firfl:  Emprefs,  provided  there  flimild  he  any. 
This  however  is  entirely  a  matter  of  choice,  the  Emperor  hav- 
ing an  uncontrou  led  power  of  nominating  his  fucceflbr,  either 
in  his  own  family  or  out  of  it.  The  daughters  are  ufually  mar- 
ried to  Tartar  princes,  and  other  Tartar*  of  diftinaion,  but 
nrely,  if  ever,  to  a  Chinefe. 

On  tlie  acceiSim  of  A  ncir  Btoperor,  men  of  the  firft  rank 
andfittudoa  in  the  ctepire  confider  themfelves  as  highly  ho- 
noured and  extKmelyfortttute,  if  die  graces  of  their  daugh- 
ten  (hould  pnive  fuflkieiit  to  provide  tiiem  a  place  in  the  lift 
of  Ilia  concnbioes ;  in  wUch  cafe,  like  the  nuns  in  fome  coun- 
tries  of  Europe,  they  are  doomed  for  ever  to  lefide  within  the 
walla  of  the  palace.  Sock  a  fkte^  howerer,  bem^  common  hi 
China  m  a  eertain  degree  to  all  women^ldnd,  is  Jelsilo  be  de* 
piored  than  the  fimihr  lot  of  thofe  in  Enrppe,  when  one  fat 
is  fuppofed  to  be  entitled  to  an  equal  degree  of  liberty  with 
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the  other  ;  and  as  the  cuftom  of  China  authorizes  the  fale  of  all 
young  women  by  their  parents  or  relations  to  men  they  never 
faw,  and  without  their  confent  previoufly  obtained,  there  can 

be  no  hardfhipin  confignlng  them  over  to  the  arms  of  the  prince; 
nor  is  any  difgrace  attached  to  the  condition  of  a  concubine, 
where  every  marriage  is  a  legal  proftitution.  At  the  death  of  the 
fovereign  all  his  women  are  removed  to  a  feparate  building, 
called  by  a  term  which,  divefted  of  its  metaphor,  implies  the 
Palace  of  Cbafiity^  where  they  are  doomed  to  refide  during  the 
remainder  of  their  lives. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

7 

Language. — Literature,  and  the  fine  Arts. — Sciences.— Mecha- 
nics, and  Medicine. 

1 

Opinion  of  tht  Chintfe  Language  bang  hitrcglypbical  trnntiuu—DoSitr  Hager'i  mif. 
takes.— Etymological  Comparifons  fallacious. — Examples  of— Nature  of  the  Cbine/t 
written  Cbara^er — Dijicultj  and  Ambiguity  of —Curious  MiJIak*  of  an  eminent 
Antiquarian.— Modt  of  acquiring  the  Charailer.— Oral  Language.— Mantchoo 

Tartar  Alphabet. —  Ckineft  Literature — Afronotny  — Chronology  Cyrte  offixly 

ITears.— Geography -^Arithmetic— Chemical  Arts.-.  Cannon  and  Gunpowder.-^ 

Diftillation. — Potteries. — Silk  Manuf allures. — Ivory. Bamboo  Paper.  Ink.^ 

Printing.— Mechanics— Mufc.  -  Painting — Sculpture.  -  Archite£lure.— Hotel  of 
the  Engli/h  Embojfador  in  Pckin.—The  Great  Wall.-The  Grand  Canal.— 
Bridges. -Cemeteries — Natural  Philofophy — Medicine — Cbinefe  Pharmacopoeia. 
—Quacks.— Contagious  Fevers.— Smallpox.  — Opthalmia.— Venereal  Difeafe.— 
Midtuifery.-.Surgery.-Doaor  Gregory's  Opinion  of  their  Medical  Knowledge.— 
Sir  William  yone/s  Opinion  of  their  general  CharaSler. 

If  no  traces  remained,  nor  any  authorities  could  be  produced, 
of  the  antiquity  of  the  Chinefe  nation,  except  the  written  cha- 
radler  of  their  language,  this  alone  would  be  fufficient  to  de- 
cide that  point  in  its  favour.  There  is  fo  much  originality  in  this 
language,  and  fuch  a  great  and  efTential  difference  between  it 
and  that  of  any  other  nation  not  immediately  derived  from  the 

Chinefe, 
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Chlnefe,  that  not  the  mod  dlftant  degree  of  afEnity  can  be  dlf- 
covered,  either  with  regard  to  the  form  of  the  chara<flcr,  the 
fyfteni  on  which  it  is  conftruiled,  or  the  idiom,  with  any  other 
known  language  upon  the  face  of  ihc  globe.  Autliors,  how- 
ever, and  fome  of  high  reputation,  have  been  led  to  fuppofc 
that,  in  the  Chiaefe  character,  they  could  trace  fome  relation 
to  thofe  hieroglyphical  or  facred  infcriptions  found  among  the 
remains  of  the  ancient  Egyptians;  others  have  conlidoied  it  to 
be  a  modification  of  hieroglyphic  writitig,  and  th.it  each  cha- 
radler  was  the  fymbol  or  ccrmprehenfive  form  of  the  idea  it  wai 
meant  to  exprefs,  or,  in  other  words,  an  abftraQ  delineation  of 
the  obje£l  intended  to  be  reprcfented.  To  flrengthen  fuch  an 
opinion,  they  have  ingenioufly  feleded  a  few  inftances  where, 
by  adding  to  one  part,  and  curtailing  another,  changing  a 
ftraight  line  into  a  curved  one,  or  a  fquare  into  a  circle,  fome- 
thing  might  be  made  out  that  approached  to  the  picture,  or  the 
objedk  of  the  idea  conveyed  by  the  charadler  as,  for  example, 

the  charadcr         ,  reprefenting  a  cultivated  pUce  of  ground, 

they  fuppofed  to  be  the  pidure  of  a  a  iDclorure,  turned  up  in 
ridges ;  yet  k  fo  happens  that,  in  tliia  country,  there  are  no  ia- 

dofiires;  the  charafter,  ^  a  aN«l6,  has  been  confidered  hj 

them  as  a  very  clofe  refemblance  of  that  ob  jccfV ;  J»  and 
above  and  below^  diftindly  marked  thck;  points  of  polition  ;  the 

eharaaer         ,  fignifying  aunt,  is,  acconUng  to  their  opi* 

nion,  obviouny  an  abbreviated  reprefentadon  the  human 
figure ;  yet  the  very  fame  charader,  with  an  additional  line 

acrols, 
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acroft,  thus         ,  which  by  the  my  i^roflchet  netrar  to 

the  humaa  figure,  having  now  arms  as  well  as  legs,  fignifies 

the  abftraA  quality  ^r^iz/}  and  with  ft  (ecood  line  dnis 

the  material  or  vifible  heaven^  between  either  of  which  and 
man  it  would  be  no  eafy  taflL  to  finil  out  the  analogy  $  and  ftUl 

lefs  fo  to  trace  an  afBnity  between  any  of  them,  and 
which  fignihcs  a  dog. 

It  i*  true  certain  ancient  chanders  are  ftill  extant,  in  which 
a  rude  reprefeotation  of  the  image  is  emplojcd ;  as  for  inftance, 
a  circle  for  the  fun,  and  a  crefeent  for  the  moon,  Init  thefe  ap- 
pear to  have  been  ufed  only  as  abbreviations^  in  the  ijune  man- 
ner 9ik  thefe  objeds  are  Aill  charaderized  in  our  almanaclca,  and 
in  our  aftronomical  calcolationSi  Thus  alfo  the  iit^m  ^ 
Qma  is  defigned  by  a  fquare,  with  a  vertical  line  drawn  through 
the  middle,  in  conformity  perhaps  with  their  ideas  of  the  earth 
bdng  a  fqoare,  and  CSbina  placed  in  its  center  $  fit  Air  thefe  may 
be  confidered  as  fymbols  of  the  objeds  intended  to  be  repre^ 
ftnted*  So^  alio,  the  nomcfala  one,  two,  thm^  being  defi^oed 
fcf-  —  •—  -  would,  naturally  fugg^  tfaemfelvcs  as  bein§ 
folly  as  convenient  for  the  puipofe,  and  perhaps  more  fo  than 
any  other ;  and  where  the  firft  feries  of  numerals  ended,  which 
according  to  the  mnvcriat  cuftoa  of  counting  by  the  fingert 
was  at  teVa  the  very  ad  of  placing  the  Index  of  the  right  hand 
on  the  little  finger  of  the  left  would  fuggeft  the  form  of  the 

vertical 
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verdcal  crofs  4.  as  the  fjmbol  or  reprerentatkn  of  twiibcr 
ten* 

I  cannot  avoid  taking  notice  in  xhik  place  of  a  pabUoMiKMi  at 
Doctor  Hs^er,  which  he  calls  an  **  Explamitiou  tf  ihe  Ekmm^ 
iary  (3»ar»B»s  9f  tie  Cbuu/e^   la  this  woik  he  haa  advanced 
4  nwftextraocdiaary  arguniinktto  pram  an  analogy  between-  the 
ancient  Romans  and  the  CHiinefe,  fnas  die  nleniblance  which: 
he  has  fancied  to  exlft  between  the  numecal  charaAers  and  the 
numeral  ftninds  made  ufe  of  by  thole  twornatlonBr  The  Ao- 
maiis,  he-  obferm,.  expmfied-  their  nomerale  one*  two,  three,  by 
a.c0rrerpnnding  muidwr  crf^veitieal  ftrokes  L  II.  IIL  whidi  the* 
Chtncie  place  borjeontally    .==  jaa..   The  Romans  deflgoiid*  ' 
the  number  ten  by  an  oblique  crofs    ,  and  the  Cbinefe  bjr'a' 
Tenical  one  HK  Thia  tefembfamce  in  the  fenning  of  their  nu-' 
mends,  lb  fimple  and  natural  that  almoflf -alV  nations  h«ve' 
adopted  it,  is  furely  too  flight  a  oohichiencr  for  eondnding, 
that  the  people  who  ule  th«n  mnft  necefliuily,  at  fome  pe» 
riod  or  other,  have  had  communioatim  togetheiv  The  Dodler ' 
however  fcems  to  think  fo,  and  prooeeds  to  obierve,  that  the 
three  principal  Roman  cyphers,  I.  V.  X.  or  out,  flive  and  ten, 
aie'denotedin  theGUtacTe  language  by  the  ftme  fonmto  that^ 
they  ezprelain  the  Roman  alphabet.  'Thu'. remark,  ahfaongfif' 
anfinioiis^  b  not  oerrafL   Om  ixAJhe^  it  is  tme^  aKrexpreffid^ 
in  thetChiBde  laognageby  the  /  aUd  sw  of  the'  SrencH,  wUeh' 
it  BMy.  be  pnfiimed,  were  Ao  feunda  that  liie'  leinm  I.  andr  : 
Qbtained  in  .the  ancitec  Aomaora^faabifti  hot-       ntgardl  iDi 
the  /««^  or  X,  which,  hefaysi  the  Chinefe  pronounoe««v  hcit' 
entiid]raiiftalBen».tlwtChineie  wotdfor  lmiin  Peliiivliiriag^^iWi 

and 
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«ad  in  Giolob  jSmq^  This  error  the  DoAor  appean  to  have 
been  led  into  by  coofiiltiog  ibme  Tocabnlary  in  die  Chinefe  and 
Pafti|giie&  laognagesi  in  die  latter  of  whidi  the  letter  X  ii 
pronoteieed  like  oar  JH*  But  adnuttliig»  In  its  fulleft  extent^ 
the  refemblance  of  fome  of  the  numerals  ufed  hj  the  two  na^ 
doni»  in  the  lhape  of  the  chara£ter»  anid  of  others  in  the  found, 
^  it  certainly  cannot  be  afibmed  10  prove  any  thing  beyond  a 
mere  accidental  coincidenee. 

The  earlieft  accounts  of  China,  after  the  doubling  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  being  written  by  Portuguefe  miflionarics,  and 
the  Chincfe  proper  names  ftill  remaining  to  be  fpelt  in  the  let- 
ters of  that  alphabet,  have  led  feveral  etymologifts  into  great 
errors,  not  only  with  regard  to  the  letter  X,  but  more  particu- 
larly in  the  m  final,  and  the  b  incipient,  the  former  being  pro- 
nounced «{f ,  and  the  latter  with  a  ftrong  afpirate,  us  Jb.  Thus 
die  name  of  the  lecond  Emperor  of  the  prefent  dynafty  is  al- 
moft  umveriallj  wiitlen  in  Europe  Gam-hi,  whereas  it  is  as 
uoiveiially  proooonoed  in  China  Caung-Jbte. 

The  learned  Dodor  feemt  to  be  ftilMeft  bappy  in  bia  next 
eonjedtire»  where  lie  obfervea  Aat,  it  tho  Romani  esprcfled 

Jnc  by  fimply  dividing  the  X,  or  ten,  lb  aUb  the. ancient  < 
ftoafOer  ^^ff^&fvo%fa)e  with  the  Ghiuefe  waa  x  or  ten  be* 
tweeo  two  lines  thus  £  indicating,  as  it  were,  that  ibe  nmnbcr 
ten  WM  divid«l  in  two ;  the  Dodor  feems  to  liave  forgotten  that 
he  has  here  placed  lUscrofe  in  the  Roman  form,  and  not  as  tlte 
Chincfe  write  it ;  and  it  is  certainly  a  ftrange  way  of  cutting  a 
tbiqg    two^  by  cndofiog  it  between  two  lines  (  but  the  learned 

3  iiddom 


TRAVELS  IH   CHlNiL  «4i 
Seldom  baallc  at  an  abfbnfity,  wlieti  a  fyAem     to  ^  cfta* 

bli/hed.    The  Chioefe  chara^er  for  five  is  ^^ff  . 


Of  all  dedufllons,  thofe  drawn  from  etymological  compari- 
fons  are,  perhaps,  the  moft  fallacious.  Were  thefe  allowed  to 
have  any  weight,  the  Chinefe  fpoken  language  is  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, that  it  would  be  no  diiBcuIt  tafk  to  point  out  its  relation- 
Ihip  to  that  of  every  nation  upon  earth.  Being  entirely  mo^ 
nolyllabic,  and  each  word  ending  in  aTowel  or  a  liquid,  aml- 
being,  at  the  fame  dme,  deprived  of  the  founds  of  feveral  letr 
ters  in  our  alphabet,  it  becomea  neceflarily  incapable  of  fupply- 
ing  any  great  number  of  difttn^  fyllablea.  Three  hundred  arje» 
m  hQ,  nearly  as  many  as  an  European  tongue  can  articulate, 
or  ear  diftioguilh.  It  follows,  of  courfe,  that  the  lame  found 
muft  have  a  great  variety  of  fignifications*  The  fyUable  ebing^ 
for  example,  b  adlually  exprefled  by  fifty-one  different  cha^ 
rafters,  each  having  a  dtB^ent,unconneded,aiad  opponte  mean- 
ing; but  it  would  be  the  height  of  abfurdity  to  attempt  to  prove 
the  coincidence  of  any  other  language  with  the  Chinefe,  be- 
caufc  it  might  happen  to  poffefs  a  word  fomething  like  the 
found  of  cbingy  which  might  alfo  bear  a  fignification  not 
very  diSerent  from  one  of  thofe  fifty-one  that  it  held  in  the 
Cbineie. 

The  Greek  abounds  with  Chinefe  words.  Kuwv,  a  dog^  is  in, 
Chineic  both  keoit  and  kcun^  exprelTive  of  the  fame  animal ;  «u, 
goody  is  not  very  different  from  the  Chinefe  hau^  which  fignifies 
the  fame  quality ;  and  the  article  to  is  not  far  remote  from  ta, 

II  be^ 
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Iif,  or  that.  Both  Gredu  and  Romans  might  recognife  their  firft 
perfonal  pronoun  iy»  or  ego  in go^  or  as  it  is  fometimes  written  ngo. 
Theltallan  affirmative^  is  fufficlcntly  near  the Chincfe^^e",  or  s-fr, 
exprefling  affent.  The  French  etang^  and  the  Chinefe  tang^  a  pond 
or  lake,  arc  nearly  the  fame,  and  their  two  negatives  pas  and  poo 
are  not  \'^ry  remote.  Lexy  foi,  Uy  laWy  compared  with  leu^  Icc^ 
laws  and  inJiituteSy  arc  examples  of  analogy  that  would  be  decifive 
to  the  etymological  inquirer.  The  Engllfli  word  mieny  the  coun- 
tenance, and  the  Chinefe  mien^  exprefTmg  the  fame  idea,  are 
nothing  different,  and  we  might  be  fuppoled  to  have  taken  our 
go^fi'  from  their ^00.  Tojing  is  cbaungy  which  comes  very  near 
our  iuaunt.  TheChinefe  call  a  cat  miaUy  and  fo  does  the  Hottentot. 
The  Malay  word  to  know  is  tau^  and  the  Chinefe  monofyllablc 
for  the  fame  verb  is  alfo  tau^  though  in  converfation  they  gene- 
rally ufe  the  eompoond  tcbee^au,  each  of  which  feparately  have 
flcttly  the  ikine  meaning.  The  Sumatrani  htve  mm  for  mo- 
ther, the  Ghineie  iky  mm*  On  growids  equally  (ligTit  with 
theTe  have  many  attempts  been  made  to  finrm  condnfions  from 
etymological  comparifims.  If  I  miftake  not,  the  rery  ingenious 
Mr.  Bryant  makes  the  word  a  derivadve  from  the  IndhiQ 
word  ^Aotf/,  a  pals  between  mountains.  Surely  this  Is  going  a 
great  deal  too  far  for  our  little  moooly liable.  Might  we  hot  with  as 
great  a  de^ee  of  propriety  fetch  our  Jbaffow  or /bo/from  China, 
wheecJkt4tQ  fignifies  a  flat  fand,  occafionally  covered  with  the 
tide?  A  noted  antiquarian  has  been  led  into  fome  comical  miftakes 
in  his  attempt  to  eftabliih  a  lefemblance  between  the  Chinefe 
and  the  Iriih  languages,  frequently  by  his  having  confidcred 
the  letters  of  the  commental  alphabets,  in  which  the  Chinefe 

▼ocabuhfj 
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▼ocalnilaiy  he  coafuhed  was  wiinen,  to  be  pconoonced  ia  lihe 
tunc  manncriit  his  own*. 

Whatever 

*  For  the  eariofitj  of  thofc  who  mzj  be  inclloed  to  fpecalat*  ui  ctymolagial 
compiU-tront  between  the  Chinefe  and  other  Lu^gni^St  I  here  rubjoin  a  (hort  lift  flf 
WordU  in  the  former,  exprefllng  fome  of  thtf  iMoft  ftriking  objeAs  in  the  creatioo^  ft 
few  fuhjeBtt  of  natural  hillory,  and  of  fuch  articles  as  from  their  general  ufe  are  fa* 

miliar  to  mod  nations  ;  thcfc  bcinfj  of  all  orders  the  mod  likely  to  have  retained 
their  primitive  names.  The  orthography  I  have  uicd  is  that  of  the  £nglilh  language 


Tn*  Earth 

lar 

The  Air 

ABird 

Urn 

Fire 

A  Fl(h 

ni 

Water 

An  Inieft 

kbong 

The  Sea 

APhnt 

tfim 

A  River 

<» 

ATree 

Jhn 

A  L  .Ic 

A  Fruit 

A  Mountain 

A  Flower 

A  WUdeneft 

AScone 

fim 

The  Sun 

jte-l9 

Gold 

Ultin 

The  Mom 

jui 

Silver 

in  tfe 

Tbaflom 

Copper 

tung 

The  Cloods 

jm 

Leid 

Saia 

bm 

tli 

Hiil 

Tlie  Head 

to* 

M 

The  Hud 

Ice 

The  H«flit 

Thnnder 

hue 

The  Leg 

Lightning 

Jban-titm 

The  Foot 

ttbiau 

TbeWiad 

The  Face 

Th*  Day 

■ 

/W  or  MM 

The  Eyes 

The  Night 

yt  or 

The  Ears 

The  Sky  or  Heaven  tiem 

The  Hair 

$$»/$ 

TkcEdb 

Aaox 

MHV 

TbeWeft 

> 

A  Camel 

Th«Kordk 

A  Horie 

mm 

ThcSoadi 

An  Ais 

Mm 

ADog 

Wooaa 

A  Frqf 
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founds  of  the  Chiaefe  language  and  thofis  of  ediar-ailiogit»  iMx 
writeea  eharader  has  no  analogy  whatfoever,  but  is  cndiely 


ASbeep 

talu  Slieep 
A  Cat 
A  Stag 
A  Pidgeoa 

Poultry 
An  Egg 
AGoofe 

oa 

Rice 
Milk 
'Vinegar 

Tobacco 

Salt 

Stik 

CottM 

Flax  Plant 
Hemp 


jhaii  loo 
he 

he  tan 

g»o 

J" 


0. 


Wool  (She<p'»  U<ur)jNH|fma« 
CnIt 

Sagar  Iwy 
Cheefe,  they  have  ^ 

none  but  thick  >iMt/iji;f,  or  iccJ  milk 

Milk  ^  3 


A  Houfe 
A  Temple 
AM 
A  Door 
A  Table 
A  Chair 
A  Knife 
A  Pitcher 
A  Plough 
An  Andior 
A  Skip 
Monef 


Jb'ia 


tcu 


he 


mau 


I  mud  obfcrve,  however,  for  the  !nf<»rmation  of  the'e  phil;  !f  jT;fI<;,  that  fcarctly 
two  provioces  in  China  hare  the  fiuns  oral  language.  Tiie  officers  and  t^ir  atten^ 
.^anli  nko  cane  ^ntk  us  from  the  capital  coold  converfe  only-vith  the  boauueii  «f 
=lSbt  ibnthem  provinces,  through  UMfludiom  of  .in  tnterpreter.  TbecharaAir  of  Ae 
lanpuapje  is  unirerfal,  l>u-  the  name  nrfbnnd  of  ihc  charaftcr  is  arLi'.nrv.  If  ,i<-wi- 
vattion  of  foundi  cnukl  have  been  fettled  like  a  lou vcutioa  of  ouu-k&,  one  woulJ  luppole 
due  a  commercial  tnceroonrfe  waiiU  have  eicAed  it*  at  leaft  b  the  anmeni 
|Snuid>»  that  mull  neccffarily  be  intorthangcd  from  place  to  place  and  myri  ids  of 
times  repeated  from  one  comer  of  the  empire  to  the  other.  Ltt  lu  compare 
then  the  numcrek  of  Fekia  with  Uwfe  of  Canton*  the  two  grcateft  citict  in 
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peculisr  M  itlel£  Neitber  die  Mgypduk  inlbriptions,  nor  tbe 
nail-headed  chaiaAen,  or  moaogranu>  found  on  the  Babylo- 
nian brides,  have  any  nearer  refemUance  to  the  Chinefe  than 
the  Hebiew  letten  have  to  the  Sanfcrit;  the  only  analogy  that 
puibe  fittd  to  exift  between  then  is,  that  of  their  being  com* 
po6d<if  poSnta  and  lines.  Nor  are  any  maxb  or  tmces  of 
alphabetic  wridng  difcoverable  in  the  compofition  of  the 
Chinefe  charaiQer ;  and,  if  at  any  time,  hieroglyphics  have  been 
employed  to  convey  ideas,  they  l>ave  long  gpLven  vray  to  a  col- 
le^oD  of  arbkrary  iigos  fettled  by  convention,  and  c(xUlru£ted 
on  a  fyftem,  as  regohur  and  cooftant  as  the  forn»tion  of  ibunda 


Pckio. 

Canmi. 

Pckia. 

Camon. 

I.  Ye 

yat 

It. 

fliw>yB 

ihap^t 

).  ul 

yc 

11. 

flicc-ul 

ihap-ye 

3.  fan 

fxam 

20. 

ul>Diee 

ye-lhap 

4.  Too 

fee 

3©. 

5.  on 

mn 

31. 

fiumi«llutp']rat 

6.  Itu 

lok 

3'- 

r.in-nic*>iiii 

faam4hap*|« 

3f.  Dclice 

tikt 

100. 

paaJc 

&  pas 

pafc 

iceo. 

tfioi 

cAca 

9.  tdWB 

.  kow 

VIA 

man 

10.  ftee 

fhap  • 

lOOjOOO* 

flw>taa 

Oap^flMtt 

I/then,  in  t^!5}li^!;!r  cir'l'T-ci!  empire,  the  oral  langiiage  of  the  nnrthern  pirt  dif- 
£en  Sa  widely  from  the  foothcra  ihax,  in  nnmerons  ioftaacesy  bj  none  of  the  cty-mo> 
logicst  tricks*  on  tluy  be  brougkt  to  bear  aiif  tiad  of  analogy}  if  the  rcry  word, 
which  iu  Pekin  implies  Uie  number  one,  be  ufcd  in  Canton  to  ezprels  tv/Op  how  vety  aib* 
frrd  nr.d  I'ldicroi.!';  mvk  thnfc  kerned  and  laboured  cliflertattOlM  appear*  that  IPOOUI 
aiiign  on  oriental  origin  Co  all  our  niudcm  langU8{es  I 

♦  Such  3!  -^r  n  Viticn,  rln^iiOiDn,  mutition,  and  rranfpofltion  of  Iftferi,  or  rvcn  fvll  iMrt.  Thai 
Mr.  "Wchbt  Uiiakt  Uat  OA  UcrivUNn  of  tlx  Greek  ymi  »  immM,  fcota  tbt  Cbuicft  iMff»t  <* 
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in  any  of  the  European  hoguagei  m&»  out  of  die  e^phabeis 
of  thofe  languages. 

Hie  htftory  of  the  woild  affords  abundant  evidence  that,  in 
the  dawn  of  dvittzadon,  moft  nations  endeavoured  to  fix  and 
to  perpetuate  ideas  by  painting  the  figures  of  the  objeda  that 
produced  them.  The  Egyptian  priefthood  recorded  the  myfte- 
liea  of  their  religion  in  graphic  emblems  of  this  kind  ;  and  the 
Mexicans,  on  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Spaniards,  informed  thdr 
prince  Montezuma  of  what  was  pafiing  by  painting  their  ideas 
on  a  roll  of  cloth.  There  is  no  way  fo  natural  as  this  of  expref* 
fing,  and  conveying  to  the  underftandlng  of  others,  the  images 
that  pafs  in  the  mind,  without  the  help  of  fpcech.  In  the 
COUrfe  of  the  prefeat  voyage,  an  officer  of  artillery  and  myfelf 
were  difpatchcd  to  make  obfervatioas  on  the  hnall  ifland  of 
CollaOy  near  the  coaft  of  Cocbin-cb'ina.  In  order  to  make  the 
natives  comprehend  our  defire  to  procure  fome  poultry,  we 
drew  on  paper  the  figure  of  a  hen,  and  were  immediately  fup- 
plied  to  the  extent  of  our  wants.  One  of  the  inhabitants  taking 
up  the  idea  drew  clofe  behind  the  hen  the  figure  of  an  egg, 
and  a  nod  of  the  head  obtained  us  as  many  as  we  had  occa- 
fion  for.  The  Bosjefmcu  Hottentots,  the  moft  wild  and  lavage 
race  perhaps  of  human  beings,  are  in  the  conftant  habit  of 
drawing,  on  the  fidea  of  caverns,  the  reprefentations  of  the  dif- 
ferent animals  peculiar  to  the  country.   When  I  vifited  fome     '  ' 

thofe  caverns  I  confideved  foch  drawings  as  the  employ- 
ment of  idle  hours ;  but,  on  fince  refleding  that  in  almoft  all 
filch  caverns  are  alfo  to  be  feenthe  figures  of  Dutch  boors  (who 
hunt  thefc  miienble  cieatoict  like  wild  bcafts)  in.a  variety  of 
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iltkudcs,  fome  with  guns  in  their  hands,  and  others  in  the 
ad;  of  firing  upon  their  countrymen ;  waggons  fonietlmes  pro- 
ceeding and  at  others  {landing  ftiil,  the  oxen  unyoked,  and 
the  boors  fleeping ;  and  thefe  reprefentations  generally-  followed 
hj  a  number  of  lines  fcored  like  fo  many  tallies ;  I  am  inclined 
to  d^nk  tlifijr  hm  adopted  diU  mediod  of  infbnniD£^  their 
compoidons  of  the  number  tlieir  coemSe^  and  the  magdi* 
tude  of  lihe  danger.  The  animals  lepidented  were  goienUy  ' 
filch  as  were  to  he  met  with  in  the  dtftiift  where  the  drawing* 
appeared  $  this,  to  a  people  who  fubfift  bf  the  chace  and  by 
plunder,  might  ierve  as  another  piece*  of  important  infenna* 
tion. 

The  Chinefe  hiftoty,  althdllgh  it  takes  notioe  of  the  dme 
when  they  had  no  other  method  of  keqiing  thdr  records,  ex* 
cept,  like  the  Peruvians,  by  knotdog  cords,  makes  no  men- 
tion of  any  hieroglyphical  chara£lta:s  being  ufed  by  them.  J£ 
fttch  were  aftoally  the  cafe,  the  remains  of  fymbolical  writu^ 
would  now  be  moft  difcoverable  in  the  radical,  or  elementary 
characters,  of  which  we  (hall  prefently  have  occalion  to  fpeak, 
and  efpecially  in  thofe  which  were  employed  to  exprefs  fomc 
of  the  moft  remarkable  objeds  in  nature.    Out  of  the  two  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  or  thereabout,  which  conftitute  ihc  number 
of  the  radical  figns,  the  following  are  a  few  of  the  moft  fimple, 
in  none  of  which,  in  my  opinion,  does  there  appear  to  bc  the 
leaft  rcrembiaace  between  the  pidure  and  the  object 
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{3  Isf^anoodi        J^^,  die  moon 
iec,  eath  Q       the  to 

jfLjn.00f  a  tree 
^ijl  ^tf,  a  plant  I 

The  reft  of  the  elementary  charaften  are,  if  poffible,  ftill  more 
unlike  die  objeds  tliey  xeprefent.  Theve  ftems,  thccefbre,  to 
be  no  grounds  for  conduding  that  theCSUnefe  ever  made  ufe  a€ 
Ideroglyphtcs  or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  that  dielr  preleht 
diarader  Qpruag  out  of  hieioglyphica*  They  Iuwfc  a  traditioa, 
which  is  uniTerfally  believed,  that  their  prince  was  the. 

inventor  of  the  fyftem  upon  which  their  wiitteB  cfaam&r  b« 
formed,,  and  which,  without  any  material  alteration,  therr  is- 
every  reafon  to  fuppofe  has  continued  in  ufe  to.  ifaia  day.  To' 
To-Jbety  however,  they  aicribe  the  invention  of  almoft  every 
thing  they  know,  which  has  led  Mr.  Baillie  iagenloufly  to  con-, 
jcdure  ^^LidnFo-Jbec  muft  have  been  fome  foreigner  who  firft 
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pvilized  China ;  as  arts  and  fcifences  do  not  ipring  up  and  bear 
fruit  in  the  life  of  one  man.  Many  changes  in  the  form  of  cha^ 
rankers  may  have  taken  place  from  time  to  time,  but  the  princi- 
ple on  which  they  are  conftrudcd  fcems  to  have  maintained  iti. 
ground.  The  redundancies  of  particular  charaiftcrs  have  been 
removed  for  the  fake  of  convenience  ;  and  the  learned  in  their 
epiftolary  writing  have  adopted  a  fort  of  running  hand,  in 
wh|(!h  the  form  is  To  very  materially  altered,  by  rounding  off 
the  angles,  conne^og  fome  parts  and  wholly  omitting  others, 
as  to  make  it  appear  to  a  fupcrficial  obferver  a  totally  different 
language.  But  I  may  venture  to  obftrve,  that  it  has  not  only 
not  undergone  any  material  alteration  for  more  than  two  thou- 
fand  years,  but  that  it  has  never  borrowed  a  chara&er^  or  a  fyl- 
lable,  from  any  other  language  that  now  extfts.  As  a  proof  of 
this,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  every  new  article  that  has  found 
its  way  into  China  fmce  its  difcovery  to  Europeans  has  acquired  a 
Chinefe  name,  and  entirely  funk  that  which  it  bore  by  the  nation 
who  introduced  it.  The  proper  names  even  of  countries,  na- 
tions, and  individuals  are  changed,  and  afliimc  new  ones  in 
their  language.  Thus  Europe  is  called  See-jung^  the  wedera 
country ;  Japan  ^ung-jang,  the  eafteiQ  conoCry }  India  tSftav- 
fce-yangy  the  little  weftem  country.  The  Engliih  are  dignified 
by  the  name  of  Httng-mmi^  acRed-beads^  and  the  French,  Spa- 
nilh,  Portuguefe,  and  others,  who  vtfit  China,  have  each  a 
nan>e  in  ilie  language  of  the  country  totally  diftind^  from  that 
Ihey  bear  in  Europe.  This  infl^cilnUty  in  retaining  the  words 
pf  their  pwn  poor  language  has  firequcntly  made  me  think, 
tbat  Podor  Jobiifon  had  the  Ghinele  in  his  mind  when,  in 
lhat  immil«|}lc  pt^     .fin^  writing  which  prefaces  his  di^kion- 
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ary,  he  made  tlui  remark  :  "  The  language  moft  likely  to  con- 
**  tinue  long  without  alteration,  would  be  that  of  a  nation 
'  "  raifeJ  a  little,  and  but  a  little,  above  barbarity,  fecluded 

from  ftrangcrs,  and  totally  employed  in  procuring  the  con- 
**  vcnieucies  of  life." 

The  inTention  of  the  Chinefe  charaAer*  although  an  eflSnt 
of  genius,  required  far  lefa  powers  of  the  mind  than  the  diico- 
very  of  an  alphabet ;  a  difcovery  fo  fubliine  that,  according  to 
the  opinion  of  fome,  nothing  left  than  a  divine  origin  ought  to 
-  be  aicribed  to  it.  It  may,  however,  be  confidered  as  the 
neareft  approximation  to  an  univerfal  character  that  has  hither- 
to been  attempted  by  the  learned  and  ingenious  of  any  nation ; 
each  cbaraAer  conveying  at  once  to  the  eye,  not  only  fimpte, 
-  but  the  moft  combined  ideas.  The  plan  of  our  countryman, 
Bilhop  'Vnikins,  for  eftablilhlng  an  univerfid  character  is,  in  all 
relpedis,  fo  fimilar  to  that  upon  which  the  Chinefe  language  is 
conftrufked,  that  a  reference  to  tlie  former  will  be  found  to  con- 
vey a  very  competent  idea  of  the  .nature  of  the  latter.  The 
univer&l  charader  of  our  countryman  is,  however,  more  lyfte- 
madc,  and  more  philoTophical,  than  the  plan  of  the  Chinefe 
chaiader. 

Certain  figns  exprefliDg  fimple  objetfts  or  ideas  may  be  con- 
*  fidcred  as  the  roots  or  primitives  of  this  language.  Thefe  are 
few  in  number,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  twelve,  one 
of  which,  or  its  abbreviation,  will  be  found  to  compore  apart 
of  every  charafler  in  the  language ;  and  may,  therefore,  be  con- 
fidered as  the      to  the  charaAer  into  which  it  eaters.  The 
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eye  Toon  becomes  accuftomed  to  fix  upon  the  particular  key, 
or  root,  of  the  mofl  complicated  cliaraders,  in  fome  of  which 
are  not  fewer  than  fixty  or  feventy  diftind  lines  and  points. 
The  right  line,  the  curved  line,  and  a  point  are  the  rudiments 
of  all  the  charadlcrs.  Thcfc,  varloufly  combined  with  one  an- 
other, have  been  extended  from  time  to  time,  as  occafioa  might 
require,  to  nearly  eighty  ihoufand  difi'crent  chara<3;ers. 

To  explain  the  manner  in  which  their  didionaries  arc  ar- 
ranged will  ferve  to  convey  a  corrcd  notion  of  the  nature  of  thii 
extraordinary  language.  All  the  two  hundred  and  twelve  roots 
or  keys  are  drawn  fair  and  dillincl  011  the  head  of  the  page, 
beginning  with  the  moft  fimple,  or  that  which  contains  the 
feweft  number  of  lines  or  points,  and  proceeding  to  the  raoft 
complicated  ;  and  on  the  margins  of  the  page  are  marked  the 
numeral  ch.iradlers  one,  two,  three,  (Sec.  which  llgnify,  that 
the  root  or  key  at  the  top  will  be  found  to  be  combined  on  that 
page  with  one,  two,  three,  &c.  lines  or  points.  Suppofe,  for 
example,  a  learner  fliould  meet  with  an  unknown  charatftcr,  in 
which  he  perceives  that  the  fimple  figii  exprcHing  wjter  is  the 
key  or  root,  aiul  that  it  contains,  befides  this  root,  fix  addi- 
tional points  and  lines.  He  immediately  turns  over  his  didion- 
ary  to  the  place  where  the  charadter  water  ftands  on  the  top 
of  the  page,  and  proceeding  with  his  eye  directed  to  the  mar- 
gin, until  the  numeral'  cbarafter  occurs,  he'will  fiwii  per^ 
ceivetheope  io  queftion;  for  all  the  cbaraCkers  in  the  lan- 
guage, belonging  to  the  fioof  weier^  and  compofed  ofySx  other 
lines  and  points,  will  follow  fuccefiivelf  in  this  plaee.  The 
name  or  found  of  the  cbara£ler  is  placed  immediately  after  if, 
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cxprefTed  in  fuch  others  as  are  fuppofed  to  be  moft  faAitliar  $ 

and,  in  the  method  made  ufc  of  for  conveying  thU  iaformatioo, 
the  Chincfe  have  difcovered  fomc  faint  and  very  imperfect  idea 
of  alphabetic  writing,  by  fplitling  the  monofyllabic  found  into 
a  difiyllable,  and  again  compreffing  the  dilTyllable  into  a  fuiiple 
found.  One  inftance  will  ferve  to  explain  this  method.  Sup* 
pofe  the  name  of  the  charader  under  confideration  to  be  ping* 
If  no  fmgle  character  be  thought  fufficiently  fimple  to  cxprefs 
the  found  ping^  immediately  after  it  will  be  placed  two  well- 
known  chara^ers  f>e  and  ing\  but,  as  every  charafler  in  the  lan- 
guage has  a  monofyllabic  found,  it  will  readily  be  concluded, 
that pe  and  ing^  when  comprefled  into  one  fyllable,  muft  be  pro- 
nounced ping.  After  thefe,  the  meaning  or  explanation  fol- 
lows, la  the  deareft  and  moft  eafy  chara^kers  that  can  be  ein- 
ployed. 

When,  indeed,  a  confiderable  progrefs  has  been  made  in  the 
language,  the  general  meaning  of  many  of  the  charadlers  may 
be  pretty  nearly  guefled  at  by  the  eye  alone,  as  they  will  moftly 
be  found  to  have  fome  reference,  either  immediate  or  remote, 
though  very  often  in  a  figurative  fenfe,  to  the  fignification  of 
the  key  or  root ;  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  the  claflificatlon  of 
objects  in  natural  hiftory,  every  fpecies  may  be  referred  to  its 
proper  genus.  The  figns,  for  Inftancc,  exprefling  the  band 
and  the  heart,  are  two  rootSy  and  ail  the  works  of  art,  the  dif- 
ferent trades  and  inanufaQures,  arrange  themfelves  under  the 
6rft,  and  all  the  paflions,  affcdions,  and  fentiments  of  the 
mind  under  the  latter.  The  root  of  an  unit  or  otic  comprehends 
all  the  charaders  expreffive  of  unity,  concord,  harmony,  and  the 
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like.  Thm,  if  I  Mervt  a  chaxaAer  compoonded  of  die  two 
fimpk  roe//»  one  and  Aisof/,  I  have  no  iSfficultj  in  concliidiag 
that  its  figoification  is  unanimtyt  but,  if  the  fign  of  a  mgativi 
ftfould  alfo  appear  ia  the  fame  charader,  the  meaning  will  be 

reveried  to  4^or^  or  dljfcntton^  literally  not  one  heart.  Many- 
proper  names  of  perfons  have  the  charadker  fignifying  man  for 
their  key  or  root,  and  all  foreign  names  have  the  charaifter 
moai^wveKvaiinesed,  which  ihewsatonce  that  the  character 
u  a  proper  name  employed  only  to  es^reft  foand  without  any 
particular  meaning. 

Nor  are  thefc  keys  or  roots,  although  fometimes  placed  on 
the  right  of  the  charadler,  fometimes  on  the  left,  now  at  the 
top,  and  then  at  the  bottom,  fo  very  difficult  to  be  difcovercd 
to  a  perfon  who  knows  but  a  little  of  the  language,  as  Dodor 
Hager  has  imagiaed.  This  is  by  far  the  eafieft  part  of  the  lan- 
guage. The  abbreviations  in  the  compound  charaders,  and 
the  figurative  fenfe  in  wlueh  they  are.fometimes  ufed,  conflitute 
the  d^ulty,  by  the  obfcority  in  which  they  are  involved,  and. 
the  ambiguity  to  which  they  are  liable. 

The  Do^or  is  equally  unfortunate  in  the  difcovcry  which  he 
tlunks  he  has  made  of  a  want  of  order  in  claffing  the  elements 
according  to  the  number  of  lines  they  contain.  The  indances 
he  gives  of  fuch  anomaly  are  in  the  two  charaftcrs  of 

•j^^mw.  mother;  and  fj'jtkHf  cultifated  gnrand :  the  firft 

of  which  he  is  furprifed  to  find  among  the  elementary  charac- 
ters of  /our  lines,  and  the  latter  (which  he  alTerts  to  be  ftill 
more  fimple)  among  thofe  of  j^ve*    The  Chinefe,  however,  are 

not 
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not  quite  fo  niii^h  out  of  order  as  thcDodor  feems  to  be  out  of 
liis  province  in  attempting  a  critique  on  a  language,  of  which  he 
really  poflTenfes  a  very  Superficial  knowledge.  The  firfl  charaddr 

mco  is  compofed  of         ^  Jfaiadllit&coDd 

ftj  iicii  of f  ^         /  •i^^  I  the  one  of  four.,  aad  the  other 

of  five  lines,  according  to  the  arrangement  of  Chinefe  didionab- 
ries,  and  their  elementary  treatifes. 

Among  the  roots  or  primitives  that  moft  frequently  occur 
are  thofe  exprefling  the  lumdt  beartt  moufb,  and  the  five  ele- 
ments, <ar/hf  mr^fire^  woed^  and  water.  Man  is  alfo  a  very 
%.ommon  root. 

The  compofitlon  of  characters  is  capable  of  exercifing  a  very 
confiderable  degree  of  ingenuity-,  and  the  analyfis  of  them  is 

extremely  entertaining  to  a  foreigner.    As  in  a  propofition  of 
Euclid  it  is  neceflary  to  go  through  the  whole  demon (Iration 
before  the  figure  to  which  it  refers  can  be  properly  underftood, 
fo,  inthe  Chinefe  charader,  the  fcnfe  of  the  fcvcral  component 
parts  muft  firtlbe  known  in  order  to  comprehend  the  meaning 
of  the  compound.    To  endeavour  to  recollcdl  them  without ' 
this  knowledge  would  be  a  laborious  and  almo;}  impolfible 
efTort  of  the  mind.    Indeed,  after  this  knowledge  is  acquired, 
the  Icnfe  is  fomL'tiincs  fo  hiJ  in  met.iphor,  and  in  allufions  to 
particular  cuftoms  or  ways  ol  thinking,  that  when  all  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  a  charadcr  are  well  underftood,  the  meaning 
may  yet  remain  in  obfcurity.    It  may  not  be  diillcult  to  con- 
ceive, for  inllance,  that  in  a  iigurauve  language,  the  union  of 

the 
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the  Jini  and  moon  might  be  employed  to  exprefs  any  extraor- 
dinary degree  of  or  hiUiatuy;  but  it  would  not  fo  readily 
occur,  that  the  charader  fio  or  ba^intft^  or  fitpnme  fiSdtj^ 
ihould  be  defigned  by  the  union  of  the  chara&ers  exprefGng  a 
fpirit  or  demon,  the  number  cne  or  umtyt  a  mouthy  and  a  piece 

Qii  cuitivated ground^  thut  •  Tiiiscliaraclcr  ia  the  Clilnefc 

language  is  meant  to  conyey  the  fame  idea  as  the  word rom/^r/ does 
in  our  own.  Th  c  ch  arader  implying  the  middle  of  any  thing,  an* 

nexed  to  that  of  hearty  was  not  inaptly  employed  to  exprefi  a  verj 
dear  friend^  nor  that  with  the  heart  furmountcd  by  a  negative^ 
to  imply  indifference^  no  heart ;  but  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  afliga 
any  reafon  why  the  cliaradtcr  //V/^,  fignlfying  rank  or  order, 
-  ihould  be  expreffed  by  the  charader  mouthy  repeated  thrice,  and 

placed  like  the  three  halts  of  a  pawnbroker,  thus        ,  or  why 

four  of  thefe  mouths  arranged  as  under,  with  the  charafler  (a.great^ 
in  the  center,  ibould  imply  an  inftrument,  or  piece  of  mechanifm. 

.  -Nor  would  it  readily  occur  why  the  chara^Ur^^ 

maJcuUne,  Qiould  be  made  up  of  //V«,  a  JielJ,  and  !cc,  Jlrengtb^ 
iinlefs  f  rom  the  idea  that  the  male  fex  poffeiresy/r^/T^//?,  and 
only  can  inherit  land.    But  that  a  fmoothnefs  or  volubility  of 

J^ub  t^*^^  ihould  be  defigned  by  io*,  moutb^  and  kiu^gold^  we 

.  can  more  eafily  conceive,  as  we  apply  the  epithet  fivtrtoagwt 
pretty  nearly  on  the  fame  occafion. 

If  the  Chinefe  had  rS^^y  adhered  to  the  in|;eniou«  apd  pl4- 
loibphical  mechanifm  they  originally  employed  in  the  conftrac* 
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tioa  of  their  charaders,  It  would  be  the  mod  intercftlng  of  all 
languages.  But  fuch  is  far  from  being  the  cafe.  New  charac- 
ters arc  daily  conAru<fled,  in  which  coaveoieocc, rather  than  per- 
ipicuity,  has  been  confjiltod* 

It  will  follow  frem  what  lias  been  faid,  that  every  com- 
pounded character  is  not  only  a  word,  but  alfo  a  definition ^ 
comprehending  in  vifiblc  markvS  its  full  explanation  ;  but  no 
chara£her,  however  compounded,  can  have  more  than  a  mo- 
nofyllabic  found,  though  each  part  when  alone  has  a  diftind 
found,  as  well  as  fcnfe.  Thus,  "  Happinefs,"  though  com- 
pounded of  four  diftind:  charaders,  ^ff,  a  demon  ;  jr,  one  ; 
kuoy  a  mouth,  and  //>//,  a  piece  of  cultivated  ground,  has  only 
the  fimple  monofyllabic  ibuBdy^o,  which  is  ualikc  that  of  any 
OQC  of  its  gampouods. 

The  founds  and  various  inflexions  incidental  to  languages 
io  genera),  are  not  neceflTary  to  be  attended  to  in  the  fludy  of 
fhe  Cbinefe  charaders.  They  fpeak  equally  ilrong  to  a  per£oa 
who  if  4eaf  and  dumb,  is  the  moft  copious  language  ebnld  do 
to  one  in  the  full  enjoymeat  of  all  hU  leoftir  It  ia  » language 
addreOed  «B(irdy  to  the  eye,  and  not  to  tbe  ear*  Joft  aa  % 
piece  cf  muHc  laid  hefore  feveral  perlbnt  of  diflTerent  nations  pf 
Euvqpe  would  be  pUiyed  by  each  in  the  fiune  Jcef,  the  iame 
meafure,  and  the  (ame  «r,  &  would  the  Qdnefie  charafiere 
lie  equally  underflood  bj  die  nadves  of  Japan,  Tunqoin,  and 
Cdcfaio-China;  yet  each  would  give  them  different  nameB  or 
lbund<»  that  would  be  wholly  unintelligible  to  one  another. 
WhcA»  on  the  prefenc  voyage^  we  fto|)ped  at  F^to  Geadore, 
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the  inhabitants,  being  Cochin-Chinefe,  had  no  diniculty  in  cor- 
refponding,  by  writing,  with  our  Chincfe  interpreters,  though 
they  could  not  interchange  one  intelligible  word. 

Although,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  good  didlionary  and  a  to- 
lerable memory,  a  knowledge  offuchofthe  Chinefe  cluuaders, 
as  mofl  frcqucaily  occur,  may  be  obtained  by  a  foreigner  ;  yet 
the  ambiguity  to  which  ihcy  are  liable,  on  accoimt  of  the  fre- 
qtient  figurative  expreflions  and  fubftitution  of  metaphor  for 
tlie  literal  meaning,  renders  their  beft  conipofitions  extremely 
obfcure.    Another,  and  not  the  leaft,  dilEculty  to  a  learner  of 
this  language  arife&  from  the  abridgment  of  the  charaders  for 
the  fake  of  convemeoee,  by  which  the  tje  is  deprived  of  the 
chaia  that  originally  cooae€:ed  the  component  part^.    In  fliort, 
it  18  a  language  where  much  is  to  be  made  oat  that  !s  not  ex- 
prefTed,  and  particularly  fo  in  what  is  called  fine  writing ;  and 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  it  can  only  be  acquired  from  a  iamiliar 
acquaintance  with  the  manners,  coftoms,  habits,  and  opihiont 
of  the  people.  Thofe  miffionaries  even,  who  have  refided  in 
the  ^ntry  the  heft  part  of  their  lives,  and  accepted  employ* 
ments  about  the  palace,  are  frequently  at  a  k>ls  in  tranilating 
and  compoCng  the  ciHcial  papers  that  are  neceflary  to  be  made 
out  on  the  occaiion  of  an  £ttropean  embafly. 

« 

It  is,  however,  a  matter  of  furprize  that,  after  all  that  has 
been  publilhed  in  Europe  by  the  Jefuits  of  the  grandeur,  the 
magnificence,  the  learning,  and  the  philofophy  of  the  Chineie, 
fo  very  few  perfons  ihould  have  taken  the  trouble  to  make 
themfelves  acquainted  with  the  language  of  this  extraordinary 
nation.   So  little  was  a  profefjar  of  Chinefe,  at  Rome,  verfed 
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in  the  languac;e  he  profcfled  to  know,  that  lie  is  laid  '  to  have 
inillaken  feme  cf lar.iclcrs  found  ou  a  bull  of  Ills  for  Clilnefc, 
which  bull  and  the  chai^dcrs  were  .'iftcrwards  proved  to  be  the 
work  of  a  uioJern  ardft  of  Turin,  made  after  his  own  fancy,  in 
Great  Britain  we  have  known-ftill  lefs  of  the  Chinefe  language 
and  Chinefe  literature  than  on  the  continent.  It  ia  not  many 
ytert  ago,  that  one  oFlibe  fmail  copper  coins  oF  China,  ftamped 
In  |he  reign,  and  with  the  name,  csf  the  late  Tehieu^ti^  (or  as 
lie  is  uiiu^f'GaUed  in  the  foulhem  £akd  of  China  KttU'kng) 
^MS  piehed  «p  In  a  beg  in  Iitcland»  and  being  confidered  as  a 
great  eoiioAty,  "Cras  Garried  to  an  indefatigable  antiquary,  whofe 
NfearcheS  hate  been  of  confiderable  ufe  in  inveftigatiag  the  an* 
ticflat  h^ftory  and  lai»g;nage  of  that  ifland.  Not  Icnowing  the 
Clunefe  charaQer,  nbr  Aeir  coin.  It  was  natnral  enough  for 
him  (0  compare  diem  with  feme  language  with  which  he  was 
•Cffuainted }  and  tlie  ccmclufion  he  drew  was,  that  the  four  fol- 
iomng  charadees  on  the  face  were  ancient  Syxiac;  and  that 
Uie  reverie  (wMch  are  Man-tchoo  letters)  appeared  to  be  aftro- 
nomical,  or  taHfmanie  diaraders,  of  which  he  could  give  no 
"expfauiadon* 

Face. 

Tcbten-lung. 

Fao-iuiig, 

Rcvcrfe. 

po  iclnn,  ^^^^^  Houfe,  or  dynafty,  of  Tcbm. 

*  ByMr.Pauv. 


(Emperor*s  name.) 
Current  vaiue. 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


TKAVnhB  IN  eHINA.  $s$ 

The  Man-tchoo  Tartar  charaders  of  another  coin  he  fuppofed 
to  fignify  /ttr,  which  is  conftrued  into  /ort^  or  lot;  and  it 
is  conchided,  that  tlicfc  coins  muft  either  have  been  imported 
into  liLland  by  the  Piiocnicians,  or  manufailuicJ  in  the  coun- 
try ;  in  which  cafe,  the  Iriili  mull  iiave  had  an  oricmal  alpha- 
bet, la  either  cafe,"  it  Lb  obfcrved,  "  thefe  medals  contri- 
**  Iwte  more  to  autheoticaie  the  ancient  bULory  /of  Ireland  thaa 
«U  the  votttmeB  dim  Iwve  him  mvm  on  Culje^*' 

I  have  noticed  this  circiunftancey  which  is  taken  from  the 
ColiiBaaea  ^enucat  in  order  to  Chew  how  little  is  known  of 
the  Chinele  ehander  and  language  among  the  learned,  when 
(6  good  a  fcholar  and  eminent  antiquary  coounitted  fo  great  a 
miftake. 

The  youth  of  China  generally  begin  to  ftudy  the  language 
vrhen  they  are  about  Gx  yetn  of  age.  Their  fiift  employaenc 
is  to  learn  by  name  a  certain  number  of  eafy  chaiaAcn,  wAm 
out  any  regard  to  the  fignification,  or  without  underftandbg 
die  meaning  of  oat  of  dMm,  confeqiiendy«  vnduNit  addlpg  to 
the  mind  one  idea,  for  fime  or  fix  yeam^  joxcept  that 
hdwur  and  difficulty.  For  the  name  .of  a  duraito*  it  toxf  ha 
recoUeded,  lua  oo  lefeience  whatibenrer  to  its  wieaA^,  Thw 
fiftynooe  different  ehaeaftcriy  of  as  many  diltinft  figidficatioQfl» 
have  the  iame  same  j)f  eih^  t  and  if  ten  or  a  dosea  dme* 
ten,  bearing  the  fooad  of  chiag,  fliould  occur  in  the  lame  page, 
the  learner,  in  tliis  ftage  of  his  education,  is  not  inflruded  in  the 
feYtral  meanings ;  his  obje&  is  to  acquire  die  found,  but  to  ne- 
gka  iheiiBoiiE.  I  have  been  toJd,  that  a  icgdar-)Nied  ichdar 
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is  required  to  get  by  hctrt  a  very  large  volume  of  tlie  works 
of  Confucius  lb  perfe^Iy,  that  be  ouy  be  able  to  turn  to  any 
pafFage  or  fentenoe  from  hearing  the^  found  of  the  chandlers 
only,  mthout  bis  having  one  iiogle  idea  of  their  fignificadon« 
The  next  flep  is  to  form  the  charsden,  commencing  by  tra- 
laag,  or  going  over,  a  certain  ninnbertliat  are  faintly  drawn  in 
fed  ink.  As  foon  as  they  are  aUe  to  cover  thefe  With  tolerable 
accuracy,  without  demdng  from  the  fines  of  the  oiig^nal^ 
th^  then  endeavour  to  imitate  them  on  frelh  paper.  Thefe 
operations  employ  at  leaft  four  years  more  of  thdr  life.  Hius, 
a  young  man  of  fourteen  orfizteen  years  of  age,  although  he 
may  be  able  to  write  a  great  number  charafters,  for  each  of 
which  he  can  alfo  give  a  name,  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  he  can 
affix  no  diftind  idea  to  any  one  of  them.  The  contrary  me- 
thod \vould  appear  adviiable  of  teaching  them  firft  the  fignifica* 
tion  oS  the  Ample  roots,  and  the  analyfis  of  the  compound 
charaders,  and  afterwards  the  founds,  or,  perhsps,  to  let  the 
one  acctnnpaoy  die  other. 

Objections  of  a  (imilar  nature  to  thofe  now  mentioned 
againft  the  mode  of  Chinefe  education,  have,  it  is  true,  been 
frequently  ftated  with  regard  to  the  plan  of  educating  youths 
in  the  public  grammar  fchools  of  our  own  country  ;  that  fome 

of  the  moft  precious  ycnrs  of  their  lives,  when  the  faculties 
were  in  growing  vigour,  and  the  plaftic  mind  moft  luiceptible 
of  receiving  and  retaining  impreffions,  are  wafted  in  poring 
over  the  met  iphyfics  of  a  Latin  Grammar,  whicli  they  cannot 
polhbly  comprehend ;  and  in  learning  by  heart  a  number  of 
declinations,  cooju^tions,  and  fyotax  rules,  which  ferve  only 
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to  puzzle  and  difguft,  inftcad  of  affording  Inftrudlon  or  amufe- 
ment :  that  the  grammar,  or  phllofophlca!  part  oi  a  language,  is 
ulctul  only  tor  the  niceties  and  perfcctioa  of  that  language,  and 
not  a  fuhjcffl:  for  boys.  In  all  inilanccs,  perhaps,  where  the 
language  to  be  learned  is  made  the  common  colloquial  language 
of  the  pupil,  the  ohjedlions  dated  againft  the  ufe  of  the  gram- 
mar may  have  fome  weight.  But  as  this  is  not  the  cafe  with 
regard  to  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages  in  Europe,  nor  to 
the  written  charadkcr  in  China,  which  difTers  widely  from  the 
colloquial,  long  experience  may,  perhaps,  in  both  cafes,  have 
led  to  the  adoption  of  the  mod  eligible  method 

But  a  youth  of  Europe  has  a  very  material  advantage  over 
one  of  China,  during  the  time  in  which  he  is  faid  to  be  por- 
inp;  over  his  Latin  Grammar.  He  is  in  the  daily  habit  of  ac- 
quiring new  ideas,  from  his  knowledge  of  other  languages. 
His  mother-tongue  fupplies  him  with  books,  which  he  is  able 
to  comprehend,  and  firom  wluch  he  derives  both  entertunment 
and  snftrtidiion.  Without  enumerating  the  great  varietj  of  thefe 
that  daily  engage  his  attention,  I  deem  it  fufficient  to  obfenre* . 

•  That  iheChinefe  method,  however,  is  dcfeflivf,may  be  inferred  from  the  circum- 
ftancc  of  the  prefcuc  Sir  George  Stauntoo  having  not  only  acquired,  in  little  more 
dian  twelve  moatlu,  ud  at  the  age  of  twelve  Tears,  loch  a  number  cf  words  and 
pbraieology  as  to  ni  ir  t  liim  If  i  iJcrftood,  and  to  undcrftand  others  on  common 
topics  of  converfaiion,  but  he  uh'o  Icarnid  to  write  the  characters  with  fiich  fucility 
and  accaracy,  that  alJ  the  diplomatic  papers  of  the  Embafly  addreifed  to  the  Chinefis 
goveninieiik  were  copied  bj  bUn  (the  CUnefe  thenftlvcs  bebf  afiwd  to  let  papers 
of  unnfinl  a  ftfle  appear  in  their  own  hand>writing)  in  fo  neat  and  expeditions 
a  manner  as  to  occafion  great  aftonillirnenr.  It  mnj  be  obfcrv'ed,  however,  that 
few  youths  of  his  age  polTefs  the  talentsi  the  attentiooi  and  the  general  information 
witbwUdi  be  wM  endowed. 

that 
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that  his  Robinfon  Crufoe  (the  bcf^  book,  with  few  exceptions, 
that  can  be  put  into  a  boy*8  hand)  fliews  the  numbcriers  diffi- 
culties to  which  he  is  liable  in  the  world,  when  the  anxious 
cares  of  his  parents  have  ceafed  to  watch  over  him  ;  it  is  there 
pointed  out  to  him  that,  arduous  as  many  undertakings  may 
appear  to  be,  few  are  infurmountable ;  that  the  body  and  the 
ittiad  of  man  are  furniflied  wuh  refources  which,  by  patience, 
diligence,  prudence,  and  reflexion,  will  enable  him  to  ovt;r- 
COme  the  greateft  difiicultics,  and  efcape  the  moil  imminent 
dabgers.  His  Tom  Jones,  however  exceptionable  in  thofe 
parts  where  human  failings  are  reprefented  under  an  amiable 
and  alluring  drcfs,  leaves,  upon  the  whole,  a  lively  ImprelTion 
in  favour  ol"  gcncroiiry  and  vlrtu.>,  and  rdJom  fails  to  excite 
an  indignant  glow  againfb  perfidy,  fcltilh-cr!^,  an.l  brutality. 
The  young  Chincfe  has  no  luch  relief  from  his  dry  lludy  of  ac- 
quiring the  names  and  reprefciuations  of  things  that  to 
him  have  as  yet  no  meaning.  He  knows  not  a  word  of  any  lan- 
guage but  his  own. 

The  Lift  ftcp  in  the  education  of  a  Chinefe  is  to  analyfe  the 
charaflcrs,  by  the  help  of  the  diOionai  y,  in  the  manner  already 
niciuioned,  io  that  he  now  fird  begins  to  comprehend  the  ufc 
of  the  written  charader.  Extradls  from  the  works  of  their 
famous  philofopher  Con^-foQ-tfe  (the  Confucius  of  the  mifllon- 
arics)  are  generally  put  ioto  his  hands ;  beginning  with  thofe 
that  treat  on  moral  fubjeds,  in  which  are  fee  forth,  in  Ihort 
feotences,  the  praifes  of  virtue,  and  the  odioufnels  of  vice,  with 
rules  of  conduct  to  be  obferved  in  the  world.  Hie  tternd  mta*^ 
in  the  ftylc  and  manner  of  the  maxima  of  Seneca,  nett  feUowti 
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and  the  art  of  government,  with  an  abridgment  die-  laws, 
completes  him  for  taking  his  firft  degree,  which  generally  hap* 
pens  when  he  has  attained  his  twenties  year ;  but  in  order  to 
be  qualified  for  any  high  employment,  he  mull  ftudy  at  leaft 
ten  years  longer. 

From  this  view  of  the  written  chara^r,  and  the  mode 
educatioQ,  it  will  readily  occur,  that  little  progreft  b  likely  to 
be  made  in  any  of  the  Ipeculadve  fcienees;  and  more  efpecially 
as  their  afliftance  is  not  neceflary  to  obtun  the  rooft  devatc4 
fituadons  in  the  gorerjiment;  The  examinations  to  be  pafled 
for  the  attainment  of  office  are  j^ncipally  confined  to  the 
knowledge  (»f  the  language;  and  as  far  as  this  goes,  they  are 
ri^d  to  the  utmofl  degree.  The  candidates  arc  put  into  fispa- 
fate  apartments,  having  previoufly  been  fkmthfA,  in  order  to 
afcertain  that  they  have  no  writing  of  any  kind  about  them* 
They  are  allowed  nothing  but  pencils,  ink,  and  paper,  and  with- 
in a  given  time  they  are  each  to  produce  a  theme  on  the  ful^ 
je&  that  {hall  be  propofcd  to  them.  The  exaeUence  of  the 
.compofition,  which  is  fubmitted  to  the  examining  officers,  or 
men  of  letters,  d^ends  chiefly  on  the  foilowiag  points. 

That  every  charader  be  neatly  and  accurately  made. 

That  jeach  chara&er  be  well  cholen,  and  -not  in  vulgar  ufe. 

That  the  Utoit  chamAer  do  not  occur  twice  in  the  fame 
con^lidon* 


The 


I 


•64  TRAVjSLS  IN  CHINA. 

*rhe  fubjc£t  and  the  manner  of  treating  it  are  of  the  lead 
confidcration,  but  tliofc  on  morality,  or  hiftory,  are  generally 
preferred.  If  the  lollowing  ftory,  as  communicated  by  one  of 
the  miffionaries,  and  related,  I  believe,  by  the  Abbe  Grozicr, 
be  true,  there  requires  no  further  iUuftration  of  the  Hate  of  li- 
terftture  in  China.  **  A  candidate  for  prefermeot  banng  inad* 
f *  yertently  made  ufe  pf  an  abreviatioa  in  writing  the  charader 

ma  (which  ngntfies  a  Iwfi)  had  not  only  the  mortification  of  > 
^  feeing  his  compofition,  very  good  in  every  other  refpcttl, 
**  rejeded  folely  on  that  account;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  was 

ieverely  rallied  by  the  cenCbr,  wbo>  among  other  things, 
*^  aiked  him  how  he  could  poflibly  expeft  his  horie  to  walk 
**  withoat  having  all  his  legs !" 

The  conftru^oa  of  the  colloquial,  or  fpoken  language,  is 
extremely  fimple.  It  admits  of  no  inflexion  of  termination, 
either  in  the  verb,  or  in  the  noun,  each  word  being  the  fame 
invariable  monofyllable  in  number,  in  gender,  in  cafe,  mood, 
and  teiife ;  and,  as  moft  of  thefe  monc^ylbbles  begin  with  a 
Gonfonant  and  end  with  a  vowel,  .except  a  lew  that  terminate 
in  /,  ff,  or  the  number  of  fueh  founds,  or  fimple  fylldiles, 
is  very  limited.  To  an  European  they  do  not  exceed  three 
hundred  and  fifty.  But  a  Chinefe,  by  eariy  haKt,  has  acquired 
greater  power  over  the  organs  of  ipeech,  and  can  fo  modulate 
his  voice  as  to  give  to  the  lame  monofyllable  five  or  fix  diftinft 
tones  of  found ;  fo  that  he  can  utter  at  leaft  twelve  or  thirteen 
hundred  radical  words,  which,  with  the  compounds,  are  found 
to  be  fully  fufficient  for  expreffing  all  his  wants. 

On 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA. 


265 


On  this  eurSoua  fubjeA  I  am  eatUed  to  fpeak  with  great 
aceuracj,  through  the  Idiidnefs  of  Sir  George  Staunton,  to 
whom,  indeed,  I  am  indebted  for  more  information  in  thii 
work  than  I  am  allowed  to  adknowledge.  From  the  beft  ma- 
nufcript  Ghinefe  d^^Uonary  in  his  pofleffion,  he  has  obJigiogly 
taken  the  trouble  to  draw  out  the  following  abftrafi  of  all  the 
fimple  founds,  or  words,  in  the  Ghinefe  language,  together 
with  their  inflexions  or  accentuations,  by  which  they  are  ez* 
tended  as  far  as  any  tongue  can  pofTibly  articulate,  or  the 
niceft  ear  difcriminiUe.  The  fud  column  ihews  all  the  initiar 
letters,  or  their  poWers  in  the  language;  the  fecond,  the 
number  of  terminations,  or  the  remaining  part  of  the  mono- 
fyllahle  befide  the  initial ;  and  the  third,  exprelTes  the  num* 
ber  of  monofyllabic  founds  that  may  be  given  to  each  by  in- 
flexion, or  modulation  of  voice,  and  by  making  ufe  of 
afpirates.  . 


I'ciwcr. 

1 

Ch  at  !a  Child. 

i 

F. 

3* 

G. 

4 

between  H.  &  S. 

< 

Y. 

6 

J-  a»  in  Frendi  Tew 

7 

K. 

« 

9 

M. 

10 

N. 

1 1 

0. 

1 2 

P. 

»3 

s. 

»4 

T. 

•'5 

T«. 

16 

beiv  ecn  V  and  W. 

»7 

Sh. 

n 

MunibirofMr 
minMiom  w 


Num'<r  of  inftx'ot't 
or  Kcmtnalior.kt 


131  inrtiijirn  afpiratM. 
30  no  ufpira'Ci. 
32  no  afpir.ilc-. 
1 14  ail  Areng  aTpirAtes. 
61  no  s(fblrafe«. 
34  no  jiiplmn. 
20$  Incloding  afpirstet. 
66  no  afpimtn.- 
58  no  afpiratec. 
56  no  afpinttes. 

2  no  afpirates. 
1C4  including  afpiratCI. 
{^6  no  afpirates. 
10;  incIuJing  aipiratet. 
147  including  alpiratei. 
9  no  s^Initei. 
no  alpirates., 


So 
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So  that  m  the  VrhtAe  colloqnUl  language  of  C6in«,  an  Euro* 
pean  may  make  out  342  fimple  mooofyllaUc  ibandSi  which  by 
the  help  of  afpirates,  ioAeuoDa  of  voice,  or  accentnatSoiiB,  ere 
capable  of  being  increaled  by  a  Ghinefie  to  1331  wofds.  And 
M  the  written  language  is  (aid  to  contain  80^900  diaiaOen,  and 
each  charader  haa  a  name,  it  wiQ  follow,  that,  on  an  average,. 
60  eharaders,  of  foraaoj  dil&rent  Ggnificadons,  muft  neceffiuily 
be  called  bj  die  (ame  monofyllabie  name.  Henoe»  a  compofi* 
ttOn  if  read  would  be  totally  unintelligtble  to  the  ear,  and  muft 
%e  km  to  be  underftood.  The  monoTyllaMc  found  afligned  to 
cadi  charader  ik  applied  to  fo  many  difieient  meanings,  that 
in  ita  unconneQed  ftate  it  may  be  £ud  ta  have  no  meaning 
at  all. 

In  the  bufineft  of  common  Kfe^  the  nice  inflexions  or  modular 
tions,  that  are  required  to  make  out  theie  thirteen  hundredworda^ 
may  amply  be  expreflcd  in  about  BfteenthoufandchanderSffo 
that  each  monofyllabic  found  will,  in  this  cale,  on  aa  average,, 
admit  of  alxNit  twdve  dilUnft  figoificationa.  This  recurrence 
of  the  fame  words  muft  neoeflarUy  canle  great  amb^ity  in 
eonveriation,  and  it  frequendy  indeed  leads  to  ridiculous  mi& 
takes,  efpecially  by  foreigners.  Thus,  a  fober  miflionary,  in^ 
tending  to  pafa  the  night  at  a  peafiuit*a  houfe,  a  (Iced  as  he 
thought  for  a  that^  but  was  Very  much  furprifed  on  feeing  his 
hoft  prefenting  him  widk  ft  youa^  girl;  thefe  two  objeQs,  fo 
very  different  from  <Mie  another,  being  fignified  by  two  words. 
whofe  pronunciations  are  not  didinguifhabk,  and  confequeoUy  « 
one  or -the  other  requires  to  be  ufcd  with  an  adjun^ 

It 
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It  was  a  fource  of  daily  amufcmcnt  to  our  conduOors,  to 
hear  the  equivoques  we  made  in  attempting  to  fpeak  their 
lanc;in[!;e.  A  Chinefc,  when  the  fetife  is  doubtful,  will  draw 
the  charadlcr,  or  the  root  of  it,  in  tlie  air  with  his  finger  or 
fan,  by  which  he  makes  hiiafeif  at  once  underilood. 

But  as  fome  of  thefe  monofyllabic  words,  as  I  have  obferved 
of  cbi/ig^  have  not  lefs  than  fifty  diftin^l  figntfications,  which 
the  niceft  tones  and  inflexions,  even  of  a  Chinefe  voice,  are  not 
able  to  difcrinninate,  fuch  words  are  generally  converted  into 
compounds,  by  adding  a  fccond  fyllablc,  bearing  fonie  relative 
fcnfc  to  the  flrft,  by  which  the  meaning  is  at  once  determined. 
Among  the  fignifications,  for  indance,  of  the  monofyllable  yho 
is  that  of  father^  to  which,  for  the  fake  of  diflinclion,  as  foo 
has  many  lignifications  bcfide  that  of  father,  they  add  the  fylla- 
ble  chilly  implying  kindred;  thus,  a  Chinefe  in  fpeaking  of  his 
parents  invariably  fays  foo-cbtn  for  father,  and  moo-cbin  for 
mother ;  but,  in  writing,  the  charader  of  cbln  would  be  con(i<- 
dered  as  an  unneceflary  expletive,  that  of foo  being  very  di^^* 
ently  made  from  ^ny  other  ^alleJ  |>y  the  ^a^ve  n^me. 

♦ 

The  grammar  of  thU  language  may  brjiefly  be  expl^o^. 
The  noun,  as  oUerved,  It  iiuksdiiMble  i  die  patddes  U  or  liV, 
miffk  thegeaitivf,  aod  always  lollop  4ie        iftf^  d«(jlTe, 
which  it  precedes,  and  tung  or  tfung  the  abl^tiY^  beifore  "wlask 
■  they  are  alfo  placid*  Aalor  «^ample, 
Norn,  gm  W«t 
Gen.  gd'^  <eif  lovff. 
DaL  eu-^  tojpVA. 

M  M  a  Aoc 
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■ 

Acc.      gai  lore. 

Abl.  turrg  or  tsung  gm^  from  or  by  love.   And  the  (ame 
in  the  plural. 
;  Give  mtywr  book, 

Keu  go  MB-TB  Jboo, 
Dear  to  mtn, 
Sluei  EU  yVff. 
Come  you  nvitb  him, 
J^f-i^*        TUNG  /a. 

The  adjediTe  is  alfo  formed  from  the  geiutiTe  of  the  douii  as 
jtei,  nvhitenels  %  pai-4U  white ;  je  heat }  je^ii  hot ;  ke,  reafon ; 
JeftU,  rational  {  iwt  goodnefft ;  batt^ii^  good.'  But  when  the 
adjedive  precedes  the  noun,  as  it  generally  does,  the  particle  tU 
Is  omitted  as, 

bau  jln^  a  good  man. 
pat-ma,  a  wl^  horle* 
je-fwee,  hot  water. 

The  plural  of  nouns  is  cxprcfled  by  prefixing;  feme  word  figni- 
fying  plurality,  as  to-jirty  many  men  ;  to-lo  Ji/i,  a  multitude  of 
men  i  cbung  Jin,  all  men  i  and  foinetimes  by  a  repetition  of  the 
word  as Jitt^m^  men* 

Adjcdtivcs  are  compared  by  placing  the  panicle  ieng  before 

the  comparative,  as 

yeou^  foft;    keng  yeouy  fofter. 
bau^  good  J  keng  bau,  better. 
My  book  is  newer  than  yours, 
Go-tejboo    iLiKOjn  ne-tc. 

The 
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The  iuperlative  is  marked  by  various  panicles,  fcmetimcs  pre- 
ceding;, and  Sometimes  following,  the  adjective,  and  it  is  alfo 
formed  by  repeating  the  polltive,  as 

hau^  bau-tie^  very  good. 

wkaig-wiMmg'tie^  very  yellow. 

The  perfonal  pronouns  are, 

if^o  (nafal)  or  j'o,  ta^  go-men^  ne-men^ta-men* 

I,  thou,  he,     we,    ye,  they. 

.  And  they  become  pofTcffives,  in  the  fame  manner  as  nouns  are 
changed  into  adjectives,  by  the  addition  of /«  or/i/,  as 

go-tCf  ne-tCy  ta-te^  go-mtn-ie,  m^mai-ttf  ia-mat'te, 
mine,  thine,  his,      ours,       yours,  thdrs. 

The  verb '  has  fikewife  neither  conjugation  nor  infledion ; 
and  the  tenfes,  or  times  of  adkion  or  paffion,  are  limited  to 
three;  theprefent,  the  paft,  and  the  future.  The  prefent  is 
lignified  (imply  by  the  veib,  as^  A»,  I  come ;  the  paft,  is  ex<- 
prefled  by  the  particle  /ai,  as^  Uu  Uo^  I  did  come,  or  I  have 
come ;  and  the  future  is  formed  by  placing  the  particle  you  b^ 
fore  the  verb,  ngo  you  Ui^  I  will  come ;  or,  when  fomething 
very  determined  is  meant  to  Ihs  exprefled,  the  compound 
yvgn-y  precedes  the  verb,  as  gQ  yuen*y4ai  I  am  determined  to 
come*  It  may  be  obferved,  however,  that  although  thele,  and 
other  particles  fignifying  the  time  and  mode  of  a&ion,  are  ne* 
ceflary  in  common  fpeech,  yet,  in  fine  writing,  they  are  entire- 
ly omitted,  which  is  another  caufe  of  the  oblcurity  and  di& 
fieulty  that  occur  to  ftrangera  in  the  ftudy  of  the  Chinefe 
cfaaraAcr* 

3  .  The 
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The  two  negatives  mo  and  poo^  are  of  great  ufe  in  the  ijpoksn 
laogiiage.  The  firft  is  generally  ufed  with  the  verb  feu  to 
have,  and  always  implies  a  want  or  deficiency,  as,  mo  yea  nm^ 

there  is  no  milk  ;  mo  yen  tcba,  you  can  have  no  tea,  I  have  no 

tea,  tlicrc  is  no  tea,  &c.  P'jO  is  generally  ufed  to  exprefs  qua- 
lities of  ail  oppolitc  nature,  as,  Lkui,  good  ;  poo  bau^  bad  ;  yV, 
hot ;  P'j'j  jr,  cold  ;  /</,  great ;  p':o  A;,  little.  The  ufual  faluta- 
tion  between  friends  is  bam-poo-bau^  well,  or  not  well  \ 

The  limits  i  have  prererlbed  for  the  prefent  work  will  not  allow 
me  to  enter  into  a  more  detailed  account  of  this  fiogolar  lan- 
guage. What  has  been  (aid  may  ferve  to  convey  a  general  idea 
of  the  written  chara£ler,  and  the  fimple  conflru£lion  of  the 
fpoken  language*  I  ihall  now  endeavour,  in  a  few  words,  to 
explain  the  nature  and  conflrudlon  of  the  Man>tchoo  Tartar 
chara[£Ur,  which,  if  the  prefent  family  continue  on  the  throne 
for  a  century  longer,  will,  in  all  probability,  fupplant  the 
Chinefe,  or  will  at  lead  become  the  court  language.  In  the 
enunciation  it  is  full,  fonorous,  and  far  from  being  difagrecable, 
more  like  the  Greek  than  any  of  the  oriental  languages ;  and 
it  abounds  with  all  thofc  letters  which  the  Chinefe  have  rejcvftcd, 
particularly  with  the  letters  B  and  R.  It  is  alphabetic,  or,  more 
properly  fpeaking,  fyllabic,  and  the  different  parts  of  fpeech 
are  fufceptible  of  expreffing  number,  cafe,  gender,  time,  modes 
of  adtlon,  paflion,  and  other  accidents,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  Euro- 
pean languages.  This  is  effcifted  either  by  change  of  termina- 
tion, prepofition,  or  iaterpofition.  The  charadlcr  is  extremely 
beautiful,  and  it  is  written,  like  the  Chinefe,  in  perpendicular 

columns. 
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columns,  but  beginning  on  the  left  fide  of  the  paper  Indead  of 
the  right,  as  is  the  caie  la  writing  the  former  language. 

The  elements  of  the  language  are  comprized  in  twelve  clafles 
of  iimple  founds  or  monofyllables,  from  the  different  combuMp 
tions  of  which  all  the  words  of  the  Maatchoo  language  are 
fomed. 


Thefe  cloflei  are  diftipguiihed  bj  the  termiaationa. 

The  firft  dafs  ends  ia,  a»  e»  1,  o,  u,  pronounced  exadl7 

as  the  Italian. 
The  feoond,  in  at,  a,  ia,.  oi»  ui. 
The  third,  in  ar,  er,  ir,  or,  ur,  air»  &c* 
'  The  fourth,  in  an»  en,  in,  &c« 
The  fifth,  in  ang,  eng,  ing,  &c* 
Hie  fixth,  in  ak,  elc,  ik,  &c. 
The  feventh,  in  as,  es,  is,  &c. 
The  eighth,  in  at,  et,  it,  &c. 
The  ninth,  in  ap,  ep,  ip,  &c* 
The  tenth,  in  au,  eu,  iu,  ou. 
The  elventb,  in  at,  el,  il>  &c. 
The  twelfth,  in  am,  em,  im,  &c. 

The  initials  are,  A.  £.  F.  H.  I.  K.  L.  M.  N.  O.  F.  R. 
S.  T.  U.  Y. 

To  give  fome  idea  of  the  charadcr,  I  fubjoin  the  written 
eleaients»  . 
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iftQafi.    a  e  i 


i  j    i    i  i 

id  CUfs.     ai  ei  iei  oi  iit 

i  i    J   J  i- 


jd  Clafs.    ar  er 


ir  or  ur 


4tH  diais.  an  en  !n  on  iia 

•  ,  i  i  i  i  .% 

jth  Clals.  ang  eng  ing  ong  ung 

i  i  i  J  i 


Slh  CiaTs.   at  et  it 


etbOafi.  ak  .  ek  ik  ok  uk 

i  i  *i  i  ^ 

TthOafi.  ai  €•  '   it  ot  ut 

i  i  i  i  i- 


Ot  lit 


i  i    i   i  i 


9th 
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«P 

i 

i 

op 

i 

up 

i- 

loth  Qafs.  au  • 

eu 

iu 

OU 

'  uu 

1 

J 

J 

J 

J- 

» 

el 

il 

ol 

ul 

i. 

i- 

L 

iaUiGla&  am  . 

eni 

om 

urn 

i 

4: 

4c 

The  initial  chtraQen  are  icpfefented  by  rcfpedive  marks, 
which  being  jdned  to  thefe  elementary  terminations,  generally 
at  the  uppef  extremity,  give  all  the  monofylhibic  founds,  and 
die  jundion  of  thefe  according  to  their  yarioui  combinations 
an  the  words  in  the  Mantchoo  language.  One  example  will 
be  fttfficient  to  fliew  the  nature  of  fuch  compofition ;  thus. the 
initials  P.  T.  L.  S.F,  fet  before  the  i2th  clafs  of  radicals,  will 
ftand  as  follows : 

Pam  Tern  Lim  Som  Fum 

^        ^     ^  . 


M  N 


And 
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And  if  each  of  thefe  fyllablet  be  lefpe^Hvely  added  to  the  fth 
clafs,  they  will  ftand  'thm: 

Fkmang  Temcng 

f  I 

Of  the  (late  of  their  literature,  and  progrefs  in  fcience,  I 
have  little  to  obferve.    The  nature  of  the  language  will  almoft 
itfclf  determine  thefe  points.    With  refpe(fl  to  any  branch  of 
polite  literature,   or  fpeculative  faience,   little  improvement 
fcems  to  liavc  l)ecn  made  in  the  laft  two  thoufand  years.  In- 
deed, there  are  no  works  in  the  whole  empire,  modern  or  an- 
cient, that  arc  fo  much  eftcemcd,  fo  much  ftudied,  and  I  may 
perhaps  add,  fo  little  comprehended,  as  the  five  claflical  books 
CoUeded  and  commented  upon   by  tlielr  great  philofopher 
Cong-foo-tfe^  who  lived  about  450  years  before  the  Cfiriftian 
acra ;  and  thcfe  certainly  arc  very  extraordinary  produdlions 
for  die  time  in  which  they  were  written.    Thefe  works  and  a 
few  writings  of  their  favourite  mailer,  accordiag  to  the  aonaU 
of  the  countiy,  efcaped  the  general  deftnidtion  k&  booktt  wImd 
the  baiharous  Sbe^wbaiig^e  ordered  all  the  monuments  of 
learning  to  be  burnt,  except  fuch  as  treated  of  medicine  and 
agriculture,  about  aoo  years  before  Ghrift,  Ibr  the  abfurd  pur- 
pofe,  as  they  ftate,  that  he  might  be  considered  by  pofterity  as 
the  firft  civilized  Emperor  which  had  gprerned  China,  and 
that  the  records  of  its  htftory  might,  by  this  mean  artifice,  ap- 
pear to  commence  mth  his  reign. 

Admitting 
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Admitting  fuch  an  event  to  have  happened  which,  however, 
may  be  confidcrcd  as  doubtful,  the  fuppofition  involves  in  it 
this  ncceflary  coulequence,  that  the  ftock  of  learning  at  that 
time  muft  have  been  very  confined.  It  is  fcarcely  poflible, 
otherwife,  how  one  perfon,  near  the  end  of  his  reign,  could 
have  contrived  to  aflemble  together  all  the  works  of  art  and 
literature,  cliiperfed  through  fo  large  a  tradt  of  country  and  fo 
enlightened  as  it  was  then  fuppofed  to  be.  There  were,  hefides, 
other  independent  fovereigns  in  the  country,  over  whom  he 
had  little  or  no  controul,  fo  that  it  is  very  probable  the  com- 
monwealth of  letters  fufFcred  no  great  lofs  by  the  burning  of  the 
Chinefe  books.  Wlien  the  Caliph  Omar  commanded  the  Alex- 
andrian library  to  be  dei^royed,  which  the  pride  and  the  learn- 
ing of  the  Ptolemy  family  had  collcdlcd  from  every  part  of  the 
MTorld,  literature  fuftained  an  irreparable  lofs;  but,  although  the 
tyrant  had  the  power  to  configa  to  eternal  oblivion  the  works 
of  fcience,  yet  he  hftd  no  power  over  the  principles  upon  which 
thefe  works  were'  conftrufied.  Thde  principles  had  fpread 
themlH^  wide  over  the  world.  The  expedition  of  Alexan- 
der canied  the  learning  of  the  Egyptian*  and  the  Greeks  into 
varioot  eonntriet  of  Afia,  where  they  contintied  to  flonriflh. 
And  when  the  tyranny  and  oppreffion  of  the  feventh  Ptolemy 
(Phyfcon)  forced  the  Alexandrian*  to  abandon  a  city  that  was 
perpetually  ftreaming  with  the  hlood  of  its  citizens,  tliey  found 
an  afylam  in  the  Grecian  ftates  and  in  diflS^rent  parts  of  Afia. 
And  as  this  fanguinary  tyrant,  in  the  midft  of  his  cmel- 
ties,  pretended  and  indeed  (hewed  a  fondnefs  for  literature,  the 
arts  wd  the  fdencea  fioorilhed  even  in  his  rdgn :  the  migra* 
tions,  therefore,  atthb  time,  from  the  capital  of  Egypt,  were 

ifMd*  of 
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of  the  grcateft  importance  and  ufe  to  thofe  nations  among  whom 
the  refugees  fettled.  Unluckily  for  China,  the  wild  moun- 
tainous forcils  towards  the  fouth,  and  the  wide  .faady  dcferts 
to  the  north,  that  reader  any  communication  extremely  difH- 
cult  between  this  em{nre  and  the  reft  of  Afia,  together  with 
their  dUltkc  for  forcigneft,  feem,  at  this  time,  to  have  checked  * 
the  progrefft  of  thofc  arts  and  fcicnces  which  had  long  flouriOied 
in  Europe  and  in  Africa.  Their  hiftory,  at  leaft,  is  iilent  as  to 
any  communication  with  India,  till  a  century  nearly  after  the 
commencement  ot  the  Chriftian  sera,  when  the  religioa  of  Btt- 
dha  found  its  way  frotn  Thibet  into  China. 

Whether  the  burning  of  the  works  of  the  learned  in  China 
did  or  did  not  happen,  appears,  as  already  obfcrved,  to  admit  of 
fome  doubt  j  but  the  antiquity,  and  the  authenticity,  of  the  five 
iin^,  or  clafHcs,  feera  to  be  fufficiently  eftablillied.  And  con- 
fidering  the  early  periods  in  which  they  were  written,  they  cer- 
tainly demonftraie  a  very  fuperior  degree  of  civilization.  It  has 
been  obferved  that,  in  this  country,  the  arts,  the  fciences,  and 
literature,  are  not  progreffive ;  and  the  five  i////  would  lead 
one  to  conclude,  that  they  have  rather  even  been  retiograde  than 
fiationary.    The  names  of  thefe  works  are  : 

I.  SAoO'JUiyr,  A  conedio&  of  records  and  annals  of  varkms 
princes,  commencing  more  than  aooo  years  before  ChrilL 

2*  Sbee-king.  Odes,  fonnets,  and  maxims ;  moft  of  them  fo 
abundant  in  metaphor,  and  fo  obfcure,  that  much  of 
the  fenfe  is  to  be  made  out  by  the  uanliator. 

3.  ITm 
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3.  Te-king.    The  perfe<fl  and  the  broken  lines  of  Fo Jl^ee; 

the  moft  ancient  relidl  in  China,  and  perhaps  the  firfl: 
attempt  at  wruten  language;  now  perfedly  incompre* 
henfible. 

4,  Cbung'Cboo.  Spring  and  autumn.    The  hiftory  of  fome  of 

the  kings  of  Laoi  the  work  pnocipally  of  CoHg-foo-tfe, 

5*  LtC'kee,  Ceremonies  and  moral  duties.  A  comptladoa  of 
Cong-fio'fe, 

The  lines  of  Fo-fiee  puzzled  even  the  great  philofopher  of 
the  country,  who  declared  htmfelf  diOatisfied  with  all  the  ex- 
planations of  the  commentators.  The  learned  and  ingenious 
Leibnitz  fimcaed  he  dilcoTcred.  in  them  a  fyftem  of  binary 
arithmetic,  by  which  all  the  operations  and  refults  of  numbers 
might  be  performed,  with  the  help  of  two  figures  only,  the 
cypher  or  zero  o,  and  an  unit  i,  the  fianaer  being  confideredas 
the  conftant  multiple  of  the  latter,  as  10  is  of  the  unit.  Thus 
I  would  ftand  for  i,  10  for  two,  11  for  three,  100  for  four,  and 
fo  on.  It  is  unnece0ary  to  oblenre,  with  hbw  many  incon- 
veniendes  fuch  a  fyftem  would  be  attended  when  reduced  to 
prance.  This  difeovery  of  the  binary  feries,  which  the  ma- 
thematician, in  all  probability,  coofidezed  only  as  a  philofo- 
phical  plaything,  was  communicated  to  Father  Bouvet  the 
Jefutt  who,  happening  at  that  time  to  be  engsged  in  decy- 
phering  the  lines  (siFoJbee^  eaught  the  idea  and  in  an  eztacy 
of  joy  proclaimed  to  the  world  that  Ldboatz  had  fiilTcd  the 
Fo'&etan  riddle. 


The 
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The  mlflionaries  of  the  Romifh  church  are  fo  accuftomed  to 
the  myfterics  with  which  their  religioa  abounds,  that  every 
thing  they  meet  with,  and  do  not  underhand,  among  a  (Irange 
people,  is  alfo  refolvcd  into  a  myftery.  ThiM,  the  following 
figure,  which  the  Chinefe,  in  alludon  to  the  rpguiar  lines  de- 
fcribed  on  the  back-ihell  of  Tome  of  the  tortoifes,  metaphori- 
cally call  the  myftic  tortoife,  has  been  fuppofed  by  fome  of 
tbefe  gentlemen  to  contain  the  moft  fublime  do&rines  of  Chi- 
nefe  philofophy ;  that  they  embrace  a  Ittnunaryofall  that  is 
perfeft  and  impcrfe^,  reprefent  the  numberi  of  heaven  and 
earth,  and  fuch  like  jargon,  which,  it  obvioudy  appear^  is  no 
left  nnintelligible  to  themfclves  than  to  their  readers. 

Thefe  famous  lines,  fuppofed  to  be  found  on  the  back  of  a 
tortoife,  are  the  following : 


Who  does  not  perceive,  at  a  fingle  glance,  in  this  figure  the 
common  fchool-boy*8  trick  of  the  magic  fquare,  or  placing  the 
nine  digits  fo  that  thef  ihatt  make  the  funi  of  fifteen  every 
way,  thus, 
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^  I  9  I  4 

7  I  S  I  3 
61  I  18  . 

and  what  are  the  perfect  and  imperfed  numbers,  but  tlie  odd 
and  even  digits  didlnguIQied  by  open  and  clofe  points  ?  In  like 
manner,  I  am  inclined  to  b^fieve,  the  feveral  ways  of  placing 
tliefe  open  and  clofe  points  that  occnr  in  Chinefe  books  are  U- 
tanXLf  nothing  more  than  the  diluent  combinations  of  the 
nine  numerical  figures,  for  which  thej  are  fubftituted. 

Moft  of  the  other  iking  have  been  tranflatcd,  wholly  or  in 
part,  and  publifhed  in  France.  It  may  be  obferved,  however, 
that  all  the  Chinefe  writings,  tranflated  by  the  miflionaries, 
have  undergone  fo  great  a  change  in  their  European  drefs,  that 
they  ought  rather  to  be  looked  upon  as  originals  than  tranflations. 
It  is  true,  a  literal  tranflation  would  be  nonfenfe,  but  there  is 
a  great  difference  between  giving  the  meaning  of  an  author, 
and  writing  a  commentary  upon  him.  Sir  William  Jones  ob- 
ferves  that  the  only  method  of  doing  juftice  to  the  poetical 
compofitions  of  the  Afiatics,  is  to  give  firft  a  verbal  and  then 
a  metrical  verfion.  The  moft  barren  fubjet^^,  under  his  elegant 
pen,  becomes  replete  with  beauties.  Tlie  following  ftanza, 
from  one  of  the  odes  of  the  Jhte^king^  is  an  inftance  of  this  re- 
mark. It  is  calculated  to  have  been  written  about  the  age  of 
Homer  }  and  it  confiils  of  iiiteen  chara^ers. 

I  •  S  4        S  < 

The  peach-tree,  how  fair,  how  graceful,  lU  leaves,  how  bloom- 
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xng,  how  pleaiknt;  fuch  is  a  bride,  when  (he  enten  her  bride^ 

It        1)    14  'i 

houfe,  and  attends  to  her  whole  nmily. 

This  is  a  f;:iir  tranflation,  as  no  more  expletives  arc  infcrted 
tlu-in  Uicli  as  were  necelTary  to  makeup  the  feafe,  and  it  is  thus 
paraphraied  by  Sir  William  Jones. 

**  Gvf  cbild  of  Sprii^  the  garden'i  queea^ 

"  Y'ln  peach  tree  churins  the  roving  fight) 
*'  Its  fragraat  leaves  how  richly  gfreen ! 
**  It*  bloflbfnc,  bow  divinely  bright  ! 

"  So  fot'tly  fmiles  the  blooming  briJc» 

By  lore  mAjeoa6Smu  inctne  ledj 
"  O'er  her  new  maafion  to  prcfiJe, 
*'  And  placid  ^aj%  aroaad  ber  fprcad." 

The  \ate  Empetot  JGeti'lM^  wasconHderedamoDg  the  beft 
poets  of  modem  dmes,  and  the  moft  celetnrated  of  his  oompofi- 
tions  Is  an  ode  in  praife  of  Tea,  which  has  been  painted  cm  ati 
the  teapots  in  the  empllre.  The  following  is  a  verbal  tranflatidn, 
with  fuch  auxiliaries  onlf  as  were  necefiary  to  make  the  ienfe 
CDmplelc. 

"  On  a  flow  fire  Art  a  tripod,  whbie  colour  and  texture  (hew 
**  its  long  ufc;  fill  it  with  clear  fnow  water;  boil  it  as  long  as 
"  would  be  necelfary  to  turn  fifli  white,  and  craytilh  red ; 
"  throw  it  upon  the  delicate  leaves  of  choice  tea,  in  a  cup  of 

•*  yooe  (a  particular  fort  of  porcelain).    Let  it  remain  as  long 
"      the  vapour  rifes  in  a  cloud,  and  leaves  oidy  a  tliin  mift 
"  rioating  on  the  f  n  facc.  At  your  eafc,  drink  tl. is  precious  li- 
quor,  which  will  chafe  away  the  five  caufes  of  trouble.  We 
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**  euk  tifte  and  ied,  but  not  ddciibc)  the  ftate  of  rapols  ptro* 
^  duced  bjr  a  liquor  thus  prepuol.*' 

He  wrote,  likewUis,  along  de&iipdve  poen  on  the  dtf  and 
country  of  Moukdcn,  an  Mantchoo  Tartary,  which  has  been 
txanllated  by  fome  of  the  miffioottiea^  and  appear^  to  .poflfeft 
much  more  medt  than  hit  ode  on  tea,  of  which|  howercr,  it  b 
'  difficult  to  judge  without  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Unguago, 
aathe  o  de  may  owe  its  chief  beautiei  and  iu  fame  moft  to  the 
choice  of  the  clianfken  than  to  the  foundi,  literal  ftnfe,  or  verfi- 
fication.  To  an  European  the  Ghinefe  language  appeaxa  to 
have  few  el^;ancie8 :  it  wants  all  the  little  auxiliariM  that  add 
grace  and  energy  to  thofe  of  Europe^  In  the  Chinefe  the 
beauty  of  an  ezpreflion  depends  entirely  on  the  choice  of  the 
charaQcr,  and  not  on  any  fdcition  or  arrangement  of  the 
monofyllabic  founds.  A  charader  uniting  a  happy  affociatioti 
of  ideas  has  the  fame  cflfed  upon  the  eye  of  the  Chincfc,  as  a 
general  theorem  expreiled  in  fymbols  has  on  a  mathematician ; 
but  in  both  cafes  a  man  muft  be  learned  to  feel  the  beauties  of 
the  concKe  exprefTion.  Even  in  fpeaking  the  language  has 
few  expletiTes.  Englifli  good,  Chinefe  better,"— •«  tO-day 
go,  to-morrow  come,"—**  fea  no  bound,  Kiang  no  bottom 
«*  well,  not  well — are  modes  of  expreflion  in  which  an  Eu- 
ropean will  not  find  much  elegance. 

In  addition  to  the  defers  of  the  hnpa^,  theft  U  another 
reafon  why  poetry  is  not  Hkely  erer  to  became  a  favouHte  pur- 
fttit,  or  to  be  cultivated  with  fuccefs,  among  the  Chkiefe.  The 
ftate  of  fociety  we  have  feen  to  be  fuch  as  entirely  to  exclude 
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the  pafllon  of  love.  A  man,  in  this  country,  marries  onl^ 
from  neceffity,  or  for  the  fake  of  obtaining  an.  heir  to  his  pro- 
perty, who  may  facrifice  to  his  manes,  or  hecaufc  the  maxims 
of  the  government  have  made  it  difgraccful  to  remain  in  a  ftate 
of  celibacy.  The  fme  fcntimcnts  that  arife  from  the  mutual 
endearment  of  two  perlons  enamoured  of  each  other  can 
therefore  have  no  place  in  the  breaft  of  a  Chinefe  :  and  it  is  to 
the  effufions  of  a  heart  thus  circumftanced,  that  poetry  owes 
fome  of  its  greatcft  charms.  Nor  can  they  be  confidered  as  a 
nation  of  warriors ;  and  war,  next  to  love,  has  ever  been  the 
favourite  theine  of  the  oiuies. 

The  language  is  much  better  adapted  to  the  concife  ftyte  of 
ethics,  than  the  fublime  flights  of  poetry.    The  moral  precept* 
of  Cong-foo-tfe  difplay  an  excellent  mind  in  the  writer,  and 
would  do  honour  to  any  age  and  nation.    The  foliowiog  wUl 
■  ferre  as  a  ipecimen  of  his  fubjedb,  ftjle,  and  manner. 

**  There  is  one  dear  ndeof  eondod :  toad  ^h  fincerity;  and 
**  to  conform  with  aU  ope's  foul,  and^with  all  one's  ftrength,  to 
M  lu^verfal  rule— do  not  any  thing  to  another,  that  70a 
.**  would  not  wiib  another  ihould  do  to  jou." 

Howconformable  is  thisfendment  as  wellastfaewordsinwhicli 
St  i8ei^flcd,to  that  of  the  great  Author  of  our  xd^^j  a  re* 
ligloa  whole    ways  aw  ways  of  pleafiuttnefiy  and  all  whole 

palhiarepeace.'' 

•»  Five 
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«  ¥tye  thingp  ought  to  be  well  obfenred  in  die  wodd: 
"  Juilice  between  the  prioce  and  the  fubjed ;  aflfedion  be- 

tween  fioher  and  fon ;  fideUt7  between  man  and  wife ;  fub« 
"  oidination  among  brothen;  concocd  among  fiiendk 

There  are  three  radical  virtues :  prudence  to  dUcem,  uni- 
**  Terlal  benevolence  to  embrace  (all  mankind)  {  ooumge  to 
^  fufiain. 

'What  paflb  la  a  man^a  mind  it  unknown  to  ocheri:  if  yon 
^'  are  mle»  take  great  care.of  what  none  but  jourielf  can  fie. 

^  Kxamplea  are  better  for  the  people  than  pxeoepts. 

A  wife  man  is  hii  own  mod  fevere  cenfor :  he  is  hu  own 
accufer,  his  own  evidence,  and  his  own  judge.*' 

"  A  naiion  may  accomplini  more  by  bravery  than  by  fire 
*^  and  water.  I  never  knew  a  people  perilh|  who  had  courage 
•*  for  their  fupport."* 

**  An  upright  man  will  not  purfuc  a"  crooked  path  j  he  follows 
**  the  Araight  road,  and  walks  therein  fecure." 

Having  taken  this  £hort  view  of  their  language  and  literature, 
I  fhall  now  proceed  to  (hew  the  prcfent  ftatc  of  the  arts  and 
fciences,  as  far  as  the  communications  I  had  not  only  with  the 
miffionaries,  but  alfo  ^vith  feme  of  the  moft  learned  Chinefe,. 
will  allow  me  to  pronounce  on  thefe  points.   The  obfervations 

0  0  2'  I  have 
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I  have  to  make  muft  of  courfe  be  very  general ;  minute  parti- 
culaFS  will  not  be  cxpedted  in  a  work  of  this  nature.  There  is 
no  branch  of  fcicnce  which  the  Chincfc  o-fTcft  to  v:ihie  fn  much, 
and  undcrftand  fo  little,  as  albonomy.  'I'lic  ncccfTity  indeed 
of  being  able  to  mark,  with  fomc  degree  of  precifion,  the  returns 
of  the  leafons  and  certain  periods,  in  fo  large  a  coniinunity> 
muft  have  direcflcd  an  early  attention  of  the  government  to  this 
fubje(lt ;  and  accordingly  we  find,  tliat  an  aihnnomical  hoard 
has  formed  one  of  the  ftate  eftabllfliments  from  the  earlielt  pe- 
■nods  of  their  hiftory.  Yet  fo  little  progrefs  have  they  made  ia 
'  thit  kaeacs,  that  fi»  only  part  of  in  ibiiAioag»  which  can  be 
called  aftroDomical,  has  long  been  committed  to  the  care  of 
.  foreigners,  whookdlcjr  wSadt  to  hold  in  contempt  and  to  oon- 
fider  as  bubaiianv.  The  prindpel  obje^  of  this  board  h  to' 
fiwne  and  to  publiihn  national  calendar,  and  to  point  out  to  the 
government  the  fiiitable  times  and  iealbns  Sot  its  important  ua^ 
deftald|i|p.  Even  when  the  maniage  of pixnce  or  j^inceA  of 
die  blood  is  abqnt  to.  take  place,  the  commiiEonen  of  aftronomjr 
muft  appoint  n  fortunate  daj  ftw  die  cdabrtdon  of  die  ni^ 
tials,  which  is  announced  in  fiwm  inthe  PeUn  Gazette* 

In  this  important  almanack,  as  in  the  Greek  and  Roman  ca- 
lendars, are  inferted  all  the  fuppofed  lucky  and  unlucky  days  in 
the  year,  prediiiions  of  the  weather,  days  proper  for  taking  me- 
dicine, commencing  journies,  taking  home  a  wife,  laying  the 
foundation  of  a  houfc,  and  other  matters  of  moment,  for  enter- 
ing upon  v^hich  particular  times  are  afligned.  To  the  fuperin- 
tendency  of  the  Chinefe  members  of  this  auguft  tribunal  is  com- 
mitted the  aftrological  part,  a  committee  of  whom  is  feleAed 
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annually  for  the  execution  of  this  iniportant  tafk.  Whether 
the  men  of  letters,  as  they  call  thcmfclves,  really  believe  in  the 
abfurtlities  of  ju(lici;il  aflrcilogy,  or  whether  llicy  may  think  it 
neceffary  to  encourage  ihc  obicrvance  of  popular  fuperftitions, 
on  political  confiderations,  I  will  not  take  upon  mc  to  decide. 
If,  however,  they  fliould  happen  to  pofllfs  any  fuch  fuperior 
knowledge,  great  credit  is  due  to  them  for  ailing  the  farce  with 
fuch  apparent  earneftncfs,  and  with  fo  much  folemnity.  The 
duration  of  the  fame  fyftem  has  certainly  been  long  enough  for 
them  to  have  difcorered,  that  the  multttiuk  are  more  effe^ual- 
ly  governed  by  oplmon  than  by  power* 

The  phenomena  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  to  an  enlightened 
and  intelligent  mind,  fumilh  the  moftgnndand  fubfime  fpeo- 
taclc  in  nttuve;  to  the  ignorant  and  fuperffitiona^  die  moft 
awful.  The  common  people  of  all  comitries,  and  in  all  ages, 
have  conHdered  theoecafional  privatioa  of  the  Kght  of  the  two 
great  luodnafies  of  hecven  as  die  forenmnen  of  feme  extraor* 
dloary  event*  wfailft  the  mbfe  intelligent  part  of  the  edmrnuntty 
have  turned  diefe  ioperftitiotts  ilodona  to  their  advantage. 
Thaler  is  fiod  to  have  been  able  to  calculate  tbe  'retorns  of 
cdiples  In  hundred  years  befeie  Uie  birth  of  ChrifC  i  o£  courfe, 
lie  was  well  acquainted  widi  die  caules  by  which  they  were 
produced ;  yet  his  countrymen  were  always  filled  widi  fiiper- 
IBtiott  and  terror  on  the  event  of  an  eclipfe.  Plutarch  has  ob- 
lerved  that  Pericles  learned  from'  Aoaxagoras  to  overcome  the 
terrors  which  the  various  phenomena  of  the  lieavens  iofpirecT 
into  d)plie  who  knew  noc  tbdr  canfes ;  and  he;  mentions  a  firik- 
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Ing  proof  which  he  gave  of  this  knowledge,  on  his  expedition 
agaioft  Peloponnefus,  when  there  happened  an  edipfe  of  the  fun* 
The  fudden  darkncfs,  being  confidered  as  an  omeo  unfavour- 
able to  the  objed  of  the  expedition,  occafioned  a  general  con- 
fternation.    Pericles,  obferving  the  pilot  of  his  own  galley  to  be 
frightened  and  confufed,  took  his  cloak  and  placed  it  before 
his  eyeS)  a(kiag  him  at  the  fame  time  if  he  found  any  thing 
aUrmiqg,  or  of  evil  prefage,  in  what  he  then  did  ?  and  upon 
his  anfwcrlng  in  the  negative :  "  Where  then  is  the  difference,** 
faid  Pericles,  "  between  this  coverinc;  and  the  other,  except 
"  tliat  fomcihlng  of  greater  extent  than  my  cloak  deprives  US  of 
*'  the  light  of  the  fun  ?"    Nor  can  it  he  doubted  that  Alexan- 
der when,  on  a  like  occafion,  previous  to  the  battle  of  Arhela, 
he  commanded  a  facrificc  to  be  made  to  the  fun,  tlic  moon, 
and  the  earth,  as  being  the  three  powers  to  which  eclij)fes  were 
owing,  did  it  merely  to  appeafc  the  fuperftitious  notions  of  hie 
army.    To  fuppofe  him  ignorant  of  their  caufes,  would  be  pay- 
ing an  ill  compUment  to  his  great  raafter.    Thus  it  might  have 
been  with  regard  to  the  Chinefe  government,  which,  whether 
through  ignorance  or  policy,  ftill  continues  to  obierve  with  the 
grcatcfl  folemnity  the  fame  ceremonies,  or  nearly  fo,  on  the 
event  of  an  eclipii:,  which  were  in  ufe  among  the  Egyptians, 
Creeks,  and  Romaatt  near  two  thoufand  years  aga  When 
the  moon  was  darkened  by  an  eclipfe,  thdr  drums  and  clarions 
and  trumpeta  were  founded,  under  the  notion  that,  by  their 
(htiU  and  loud  noUie,  they  might  aflift  ia  nliering  the  labour- 
ing goddeft* 
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"  A  vaA  ccllpfc  darkens  tlic  nc'^rI,|,oa(iaf  phgii» 
•*  Sound  there,  founJ  all  oar  iallrumcnts  of  war  f 
**  Clarions  and  trtunpeu,  iilver,  brals«  aad  iroa, 
"  And  beat  a  thoufiad  dranwtolielp  bet  latioar.^ 

The  brazen  gong  is  violently  beat  by  the  Cbinele  on  the  (kmc 
occafion ;  and  that  fuch  an  event  may  not  pafs  unobferved,  and 
the  luminary  thereby  be  deprived  of  the  ufual  affiftance  of  mu- 
fic,  to  frighten  away  ortochann  the  dragon,  which  they  fup* 
pofe  to  have  leized  upon  it,  the  great  officers  of  ftate  in  every 
city  and  principal  town  are  inftruded  to  give  public  notice  of 
the  time  it  will  happen,  according  to  thecsteulations  of  the  na** 
tional  alnanaelt.  A  rude  projedion  of  a  hmar  eclipfe,  that 
happened  wbilll  we  were  at  Te^g'clio0f  was  ftuck  up  in  the  cor- 
ners of  the  ftreets ;  all  the  officers  were  in  mourning,  and  all 
bufinefi  was  fufpendtd  for  that  day*  When  the  Dutch  £mba£^ 
fidors  weire  in  PeUn,  the  (iin  was  ecKpled  oathe  aift  of  Janu* 
ary  1 795,  which  happened  to  be  the  firft  day  of  thdr  new 
year:  a  day  oblerved  through  the  whole  empire  with  the  greateft 
fefttvity  and  rejoicing ;  and  almoft  the  only  day  on  which, 
the  bulk  of  the  people  refrain  from  their  refpeftlve  occupa- 
tionsb  The  Embaflador  and  his  fuite  were  fummoned  to  court 
at  the  ufual  hour  of  three  in  the  morning.  On  arriving  at  the 
palace  they  were  told  that,  in  confequence  of  aa  edipfe  of  the 
fim,  which  was  about  to  happen  on  that  day  and  which  wa» 
ft  moft  unfortunate  event,  portending  an  unlu^y  year  to  thdr 
country,  the  Emperor  would  not  be  vifible  for  three  days,  dur* 
ing  which  time  the  whole  court  would  go  into  mournbg ;  that 
the  amu&ments,  feafts,  and  entettaimneQts  ufual  on  tbisparrio 
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colar  day  yroiM  be  fu^ended  from  cue  end  of  die  empire  to 
the  other* 

Before  an  ecHpfe  happens^  the  members  of  the  mathemataeal 
board  and  other  learned  men   in  office  aflemble  near  the 
paUce,  each  having  in  his  hand  a  fketch  of  the  obfcuratioo,  in 
order  to  witncfs  the  tnith  f  f  the  aflronomer's  calculation.  But 
if  tbefe  people  were  not  all  intercfled  in  making  the  calculatioa 
t04gree  with  the  time  and  other  circumdances  of  the  eclipfe,  the 
aftronomevs  would  run  no  great  hazard  of  being  deteded  in  an 
error,  provided  it  was  not  a  very  glaring  one,  as  they  have  no 
inftruments  for  meafuring  time  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  ac- 
curacy. The  moment  the  eclipfe  begins,  they  all  fall  down  on  their 
-  Icneea,  and  bow  their  heads  nine  limes  to  the  ground,  during 
which  Is  ftruck  up  a  horrible  crafli  of  gongs,  kettle- drums, 
trumpets,  and  other  noify  inftruments,  intended  to  fcare  the 
devouring  dragon* 

From  the  obfervance  of  luch  extravagant  ceremonies  it  would 
not  be  fair  to  infer  their  total  ignorance  of  the  piincipies  of 
agronomy ;  but  that  fach  is  really  the  cafe,  the  latter  part  of 
their  hiftory  funiahes  abundant  teflimony.     Iti  the  thirteenth 
century,  when  Gca-gis  Khan  the  Mongul  Tartar  firfl  entered 
China,  and  his  fuccelTor  Kublai  Klian  effetfted  the  conqueft  of 
the  coi'.ntry,  the  greateft  dil'ordcr  and  confufion  prevailed  in 
tlieir  chronology.    They  were  neither  able  to  regulate  the  rec- 
koning of  time,  nor  to  fettle  the  limits  of  the  difTereut  provinces, 
aor  even  to  afccrtain  the  divifions  of  Lm  J  as  allotted  to  the  fe- 
s^ral  dillrids.  Kublai,  according  to  their  own  annals,  hcui  out  en- 
couragement 
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eonngemeiit  for  learned  men  to  ficqueiit  bit  eomt  fixiai  €nif 
'put  of  the  wodd,  andthrooie^-tlM  metoi  «f  the  miCciiiriti, 
both  of  the  GhtilUftn  and'Mahomedui  laidi,  but  pnndptUj  die 
litfter,  and  perhaps  fiill  more  through  the  delcendanta  of  the  * 
Greeke,  who  andently  (ettled  in  BjiQriana,  nuuij  inportaat 
improrements  were  then  Introduced  into  China.  He  canied  a 
regular  furvey  to  be  taken  of  the  whole  empire.  He  adjufted 
their  chronology,  and  corredted  the  errors  of  their  agronomical 
obfervations ;  he  imported  various  madiematical  and  aftronomi- 
cal  inftruments  i  'om  Balk  and  Samarcand  ;  fuch  as  were  then  in 
ufe  among  the  Chincfe  bein^  of  a  rude  con ftru£Hon,  and  unfit 
to  make  obfervations  oi  the  heavenly  bodies  with  any  tolerable 
degree  of  accuracy  ;  and  he  repaired  the  grand  communication 
by  water  that  conneds  the  northern  with  the  fouthcrn  extre- 
mities of  the  empire,  a  work,  in  the  contemplation  of  which 
the  mind  is  not  more  ftrongly  impreflcd  with  the  grandeur  and 
magnitude  of  the  objed,  than  wUh  the  plcafmg  feafe  of  its  ico- 
portarit  utility. 

In  fome  of  the  early  accounts  of  China,  publiflied  in  Europe, 
wc  find  the  dcfcription  of  certain  inflrumcnts,  faid  to  have 
been  dlfcovcred  on  a  mountain  near  the  city  of  Nankin,  and 
afterwards  placed  by  the  Chinefe  partly  in  that  capital  and 
partly  in  Pekin.  On  a  more  accurate  exaainadon  of  thoTe  in« 
ftroments  it  appeared,  that  they  had  ail  been  conftroAed  for 
fomepardcnlar  place  lying  under  the  $yt}i  parallel  of  ladtnde; 
from  whence  it  followed,  that  all  the  obferrations  made  widi 
them  at  Fddn,  which  lain  39*.  55V  north,  as  well  as  all  thofe 
made  at  Nankin  in  32',  4'.  noith,  «iul|  have  been  entirely  tiUti 
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and  the  very  adl  of  placing  them  fo  dlftant  from  the  parallel 
for  which  they  were  conftru^ed,  is  in  iilclf  a  lufEcient  proof 
of  the  ignorance  of  the  Chinefc  in  matters  of  this  kind. 
Mr.  Pauw  has  given  the  moft  probable  conjc(flufe  refpcdlMg 
thofc  indrutncnts.  He  fuppofes  them  to  have  been  made  at 
Balk,  in  Badriana,  by  Ibmeof  (hoft  Greeks  who  obtained  the 
government  of  that  provioce  under  the  fucceiTors  of  Alexander, 
and  that  they  had  paflRsd  iato  China  during  the  period  of  the 
Mongul  goveminent* 

The  death  of  Kublai  Khaa  wm  fpeedilx  followed  by  the 
total  expulfieu  of  the  Tartars  fcon  Chma ;  ai|d  moft  probably, 
at  the  iaine  time,  of  all  thofe  learned  men  they  had  been  tba 
means  of  introducing  into  the  country for  when  the  empire 
.  ^as  again  fubdued  by  the  Mantchoo  Tartan,  whole  race  now 
.  fills  the  throne,  Stm^Aee,  the  firft  Emperor  of  the  preftnt 
dynafty»  ohienres  in  an  tdUk  publUhcd  by  him  in  1650,  that 
fince  the  eiqpulfion  of  the  Mongols,  the  Chinele  had  not  beea 
able  to  make  a  corred  almanack;  and  that  error  had  been  accu* 
mula^g  on  error  in  tbdr  aftronomical  obfervations  and  chio* 
oology*  At  thia  time,  foroe  Mahomedans  .were  again,  found  to 
fupeiinCend  the  conftruAion  of  the  calendar but  the  oflke  de* 
volYing,  at  leugdi,  open  a  Chinelis^  the  unfortunate  almanack- 
maker  happened  to  inlert  a  fidfeintercaladon,  afligning  tfaiiteea  * 
months  to  the  year  16701  when  it  ihould  have  contained  no 
more  than  twdve.  This  miilake  was  an  event  too  fortunate  to 
be  overlooked  by  fome  catholic  nuffiooaries  who,  at  that  time^ 
happened  to  be  la  the  capitaL  Theyfaw  theadvantages  to  be- 
derived  fiom  coavinciiig  the  Tartars  of  the  igooiaiice  of  the 
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CBiode  In  a  matter  of  the  laft  importance  to  the  govcrament, 
and  they  had  little  doubt  of  fucceft,  where  prejudice  was  al« 
^ady  operating  ia  their  fitvoor.  In  ibort,  the  Europeans  fuc^ 
cecded;  the  almaoscks  of  that  year  were  declared  defe^Uve^ 
were  called  in,  a  new  edition  printed  ofi^  and  the  poor  ainuu- 
Hflck-malKr  is  find  to  have  been  ftrangled. 

Four  German  Jefutu  were  then  appointed  to  fill  the  vacant 
places  in  the  tribunal  of  mathematics ;  and,  being  men  of  team* 
iog^  they  proved  of  no  fmall  nie  at  court.  After  thefe  the  Por. 
foguefe  fiiGceeded  to  the  appointments  of  regulating  the  calendar, 
tihree  of  whom,  as*  already  obferved,  are  now  entrufted  with 
this  important  office*  Fortunately  for  thefe  gentlemen,  the 
Chinefe  have  no  means  of  dete^g  any  little  inaccuracies  that 
may  happen  in  their  calculations.  I  faw,  and  converied  with, 
numbers  of  their  learned  men  at  the  palace  of  JTifrjv-aim-jWM, 
but  I  can  fafely  fay,  that  not  a  iingle  Chineie,  nor  a  Tartar, 
who  (hewed  themfelves  there,  were  pofTefTed  of  the  flighteft 
knowledge  of  aftronomy,  nor  one  who  could  explain  any  of  the 
various  phenomena  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  Aftronomy  with 
them  confifts  entirely  in  a  certain  jargon  of  jiulicial  aftrology  ; 
and  they  remain  firmly  attached  to  the  belief  of  the  do^rlnesof 
their  great  philofopher,  delivered  more  than  two  thoufand  years 
ago,  which  teach  thciu  that  "  the  heaven  is  round,  the  earth  a 
**  fquare  lixed  in  the  middle  ;  the  other  fcnir  elements  placed 
**  at  its  four  fides :  water  to  the  nortli ;  iire  to  the  louth  ;  wood 
**  to  the  eaft ;  and  metal  to  the  weft  :"  and  they  believe  the 
ftars  to  be  ftuck,  like  fo  many  nails,  at  e<^ual  diftances  from  the 
earth,  in  the  blue  vault  of  heaven. 
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As  to  the  numerous  eclipfes  taken  notice  of  in  the  re- 
cords of  the  country,  they  are  mere  regifters,  noted  down 
whenever  they  happened,  and  not  preuidlions  or  the  refulc 
of  calculations.  It  does  not  appear,  indeed,  that  the  Chi- 
nefc  were,  at  any  time,  able  to  predial  an  cclipfe,  norwith- 
(landing  all  that  has  been  laid  in  their  favour  on  this  fubjc(i^. 
The  reputed  Chinefc  tables,  publtlhed  by  father  Couplet,  have 
"been  deteded  to  be  thofe  of  Tycho  Brahe ;  and  Ctflioi  found 
the  chronology  of  their  eclipfcs,  publilhed  by  Martians,  to  be 
.  erroneous,  and  their  returns  impoffible.  It  could  not  indeed 
be  otherwife;  the defeOiveoeft  of  tfie caleiidar  muft  ncoefl&cilf 
fidfiiy  all  tbeir  records  at  to  dme. 

Had  the  niffiimariea  been  difpofed  to  confer  a  real  fenriee  oa 
the  Chinefe,  mftcad  of  mifleadiog  the  world  by  their  ftnmge  and 
wonderful  accounts  of  this  people}  inftead  of  beftowing  fo 
much  dme  in  tranflatiog  Into  Qdneie  a  fet  of  logarithm  tablet 
for  the  uie  of  Kmag  fiee^  the  fccood  Emperor  of  the  prefent 
dyoaftj,  of  which  they  preiead  he  wat  fo  food  that  he  alwayt 
carried  them  about  with  him  fiifpended  to  his^  prdfei  Aey 
(hould  rather  have  taught  them  the  uie,  and  the  confenieace» 
of  the  Arabic  numbert,  of  .whofe  combinations  and  reAUtt  thdr 
«wn  language  i«  not  capable,  and  have  inftruded  a  few  of  their 
youth  in  the  principles  of  arithmetie  and  the  ntathematlcs.  For 
fuch  an  omiilion,  however,  human  nature  can  readily  find  aft 
excuie.  It  would  be  too  great  an  inftance  of  ielf-denial,  to  re- 
linquifh  the  advantagetand  the  credit  which  their  fuperior  ikill 
had  gained  them  over  a  vafl  empire,  by  making  the  iodividualt 
.  of  that  empire  participate  in  tbdi  knowledge. 

When 
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Wh  cn  we  reflect,  for  a  nionicnt,  liow  many  perplexities  and 
difficulties  were  occafioned  by  the  irregular  coincidences  of 
the  folar  and  lunar  periods,  in  tlie  calendars  of  Europe,  from  the 
time  of  Julius  Cccfar  to  the  altering  of  the  ftyle  by  pope  Gre- 
gory, tve  may  readily  conceive  how  great  muft  be  the  errors  ia 
the  chronology  of  a  country,  where  the  inhabitants  are  entirely 
ignorant  even  of  the  firft  principles  of  aftronomy,  and  where 
they  depended  on  the  adventitious  aid  of  foreigners,  to  enable 
them  to  carry  into  execution  one  of  the  moft  important  concerns 
of  the  government. 

TLwety  thing  of  their  own  invention  and  difcovery  carries 
itiSi  k  fnch  ftrong  marks  of  originality,  as  canaoc  cafily  be 
mUlakem  The  language  declares  hfdf  to  be  moft  unqneftioi^ 
ablj  the  piodadioo  of  the  coiuiCnr  $  £>  does  the  msriner^s  com* 
paft;  and  thejr  have  «  c^de,  or  period,  to  affift  their  ehrono- 
logj,  of  which  I  think  none  wiU  di^te  with  them  the  Inven- 
tion. In  their  recoids  it  is  carried  back  to  tlieiime  of  the  Em^ 
peror  WhMjg-^t  the  third  from  Fo-Jbee.   This  cycle^  confiA- 
ing  of  fixty  years,  has  no  reference  to  the  periods  of  the  mo* 
lions  or  coincidences  of  the  fun  and  moon*  as  one  of  the  lame 
period  among  the  Hindus,  but  is  uled  merely  as  our  centoiy, 
to  dilUngiuib  time  into  eras  or  ages.    Inllead  of  denominating ' 
any  given  year  the  firft,  fecond,  or  third  year  of  fuch  a  cycle, 
they  have  afTumcd  two  fcts  of  charadcrs,  one  fct  confifting  of 
ten,  and  the  other  of  twelve ;  the  fall  are  called  the  ten  root?, 
and  the  fecond  the  twelve  branches.    The  combination  of  4. 
root  and  a  branch  gives  a  name  for  i\\c  year  ;  and  the  different 
permutatieos,  of  which  they  ^e  capable,  fu|)pl/  them  with 
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fixty  dlftindl  titles,  making  the  complete  cycle  of  fixty  years. 
The  nature  of  this  period  may  be  rendered  familiar  to  fuch  as  arc 
not  converfant  with  the  combination  of  numbers,  by  aiTuming 
the  numerals  from  i  to  lo  for  the  ten  roots,  and  the  letters  of 
tbc  alphabet  from  a  to  w,  for  the  twelve  branches,  and  by 
placing  them  in  a  circle,  in  the  following  manner,  where  th^ 
cycle  begins  with  the  letter  a. 

9  B  ^ 

1         ^  ^ 

S  ^ 

>^        \        ^  o> 
^  o    V  m       ^  ^ 


«  6 
^  .       or  X 

Suppofmg  thefe  letters  and  figures  to  be  Chlnefe  charaders,  the 
firft  year  of  any  cycle  would  be  called  la,  the  fecond  2^,  the 
third  3f.  and  fo  on  to  lok^  the  tenth  year;  the  eleventh  would 

be  J/j  the  twelfth       the  thirteenth        and  the  fixtieth 

low, 
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low,  when  the  whole  revoluilon  would  be  completed.  This 
cycle,  though  always  ufed  in  the  records  of  their  hiftory,  never 
appears  in  the  date  of  public  ads.  Thefe  only  fpecify  the  time 
of  the  reign  under  which  they  are  given,  as  the  ift.  2d.  or  3d. 
day  of  the  ift.  2d.  or  3d  moon,  of  the  id.  2d.  or  jd.  year  of  the 
reigaof  ftich  or  fuch  an  Emperor.. 

Little  pragreft  as  they  appear  to  have  made  in  Out  feience  of 
aftronomy,  their  knowledge  of  geography,  which  fuppofet  in- 
deed an  acqwuntance  with  the  former,  ia  equally  limited..  Their 
own  empire  was  ooofidered  to.  occupy  the  middle  ^ace  of  the 
fquare  furface  of  the  earth,  the  reft  of  whidi  was  made  up  of 
iflanda.   When  the  Jefuits  iirft  entered  China,  they  found  the 
charts,  even  of  their  own  country,  rude  and  incorre^  flcetches^ 
without  any  fcale  oc  proportion,  wherein  a  ridge  of  mountains 
covered  a  whole  province,  and  a  river  fwept  away  half  of  an- 
other.   Ac  prefent  they  have  neat  and  accurate  maps  of  the 
eountr}%  copied  after  the  original  furvey  of  the  whole  empire, 
undertaken  and  completed  by  the  Jefuits,  after  feveral  years  of 
Indefatigable  labour.. 

Although  tho  Chinefc  language  be  unfavourable  for  nu* 
roercial  combinations  it  is  admitibly  adapted  for  the  concife 
-  operations  of  algebra,  and  the  terfe  demoofirations  of  geome- 
try, to  neither  of  which,,  however,  has  it  ever  been  made  fub- 
ibrvient,  both  the  one  and  the  other  being  totally  unknown  in  . 
the  country.   Their  arithmetic  is  mechanical.    To  find  the 
aggregate  of  numbers,  a  machine  is  in  umverfal  uCe^  from  the. 
man  of  letters,  to  the  mesneft  ihopman  behind  his  counter. 
By  diia  machine,  which  is  called  a  Stoam^frntt  arithmetical 
operaiiona  are  rendered  palpable.  It  oonfifU  of  a  finme  of 

wood^ 
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wood,  divided  Into  two  comparumruti  by  a  bar  runuiug  dowa 
the  middle ;  through  this  bar,  at  right  angles,  arc  inferted  a 
number  of  parallel  wires,  aiul  on  each  wire,  in  one  compart- 
ment, are  five  moveable  balls,  and  io  the  other  twOt  Thefc 
wires  may  be  confidcreJ  as  the  afccnding  and  defccnding  powers 
of  a  numeration  table,  proceeding  in  a  tenfold  proportion; 
that  if  a  hall  upon  any  of  the  wires,  in  the  larger  compartment, 
be  placed  agaiuft  the  middle  bar,  and  called  unity  or  one,  a  ball 
on  the  wire  next  above  it  will  rcprefent  ten,  and  one  on  the 
next  one  hundred  ;  fo,  alfo,  a  ball  on  the  wire  next  below  that 
txprcfling  unity  will  be  one-tenth,  the  next  lower  one  hun- 
dredth, and  the  thifd  one  thoufandih,  part  of  an  unit  j  and  the 
balls  ca  the  correfpondin^  wires  in  the  faialler  compartment 
will  be  five,  fifty,  five  hur.Ui\.ti,  live-tenths,  five  hundredth;!, 
fiw  uioulandths;  tlie  value  or  power  of  each  of  thefc,  in  the 
fmaller  divifion,  being  always  five  times  as  much  as  of  thole  in 
the  larger.  In  the  following  figure,  fuppofe  X  be  alTumed  as  the 
line  of  units,  the  lines  to  the  right  will  be  integers  decimally  in» 
creafing^  and  thofc  to  the  left  fractional  par[o  decimally  decreaf. 
ing  ;  and  the  Swan-pan  in  the  prefcnt  pofition  of  lUe  bails,  will 
reprefcnt  the  number  573916  tWoAs* 
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Tills  is  clearly  a  fyftem  of  decimal  arithmetic,  which,  for  the 
cafe,  fimpHcity,  and  convenience  of  its  operations,  it  were  to 
be  wiihed  was  generally  adopted  in  Europe,  inftcad  of  the 
endlcfs  ways  in  which  the  integer  is  differently  divided  in  dif- 
ferent countries,  and  in  the  different  provinces  of  tlic  fame- 
country.  The  Swan-pan  would  be  no  bad  inftrumcnc  for 
teaching  to  a  blind  perfon  the  operationR  of  arithmetic.  Yet, 
paradoxical  as  it  may  feem,  thcfe  operations,  as  performed  by 
the  Cliinefe,  like  their  written  chara(Ster6,  require  more  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  eye  than  of  the  mind.  The  fimple  addition  or  fub« 
tradion  of  Hie  litde  balls  to,  fnt  from,  the  twiddle  bar,  (hews  at 
once  by  their  difjpofidoa  on  the  board  the  refuh  of  any  required 
oombioatioii.  Hie  ioTeiidoQ  of  It  I  thmk  tiAf.  MAy  be  attriW 
hoted  to'the  GUoefe ;  though  It  has  bdsn  taatfittdf  how  juftly. 
I  caimot  pretend  to  fay,  to  the  RoRuui'«Aahw«  ■ 

It  has  beea  obfeived,  and  peihaps  with  a  g;reat  deal  of  ;tnith| 
that  the  arts  which  fupfdy  the  luzurl^  the  fpn^reniencies,  and 
the  nece({aries  of  life,  hare  derived  but-  Uctle  advantage  to  the 
firft  inftance  from  the  labours  and  Ipecuhitibas  of  phtlofofihers } 
that  the  ingenuity  of  artifts,  the  ac9i4ea^pv  (irogreffiye.dii^ 
^covencs  of  oommo;!  workmen,  in  anj.particUIai;  l^rancfa.of  bufi-; 
ne(8,  have  frequently  afforded  ^/a/i?,  from  which,  by  th^^rea- 
fonings  and  invcQigations  of  philofophers, .  hints  have  fomch 
dmes  been  ftruck  out  for  arriving  at- the  C^me  ends  by  a  (horteir 
way  ;  that  the  learned  are  therefore  more  properly  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  improvers  than  inventors*.  Of  this  mortifying  truth,' 
the  C^inefe  afford  many  (Irong  examples  in  their  arts  and  ma- 
Dufa£lures,.and  particularly  in  fome  of  thofe  operations  that 
have  a  reference  to  chemiftry,  which  cannot  here  be  iaid  to 
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cxifttt  alcScnce,  tWiowgh  finrcnl  htnAn  Mre  ia  eommoa 
fmOoDt  at  cbtmical  mrtft;  Witiioitt  poflGsfliiig  ihforjr  eoom 
eBtninig  the  affiqida  of  bckUM,  or  attiadimM  if  ,cQlMfim  M 
aggng^ttioii,  di^  clanfy  the  inod4y  waien  of  their  nvcn^  &r 
bninediate  ufe»  by  ftining  diem  rcmnd  with  a  puce  of  alam  in 
a  hollow  bamboo;  a  (imple  opentioB  whkU,  experience  has 
laught  them,  wtU  cauie  che  cUyey  particles  to  £iU  to  the  hou 
torn:  aiul  haviog  aicertainod  the  fa£l,  *htj  hf\'ir  ffrrnn  rtiitli- 
iidve*  «o  (imhflK  trow bie  to  evplaia  the  pheoooieaon* 

b  Kke  auuiaer,  thej  are  well  acquainted  with  the  tSe&  of 
fwin  gpon  coEtaui  bodies  that  are  iuiecM  hi  it}  that  its  heat 

it  mach  greater  than  that  of  boiling  water.  Tet,  akiiough  for 
ages  they  have  been  in  the  conftant  pra^ice  of  oonfioing  it  in 
clofe  veflels,  fomething  like  Papini  dig^Ur^  tot  the  ympofe  of 
foftening  horn,  from  which  their  thio,  tnmfparent,  and  capa* 
doua  lanterns  are  made,  they  feem  not  to  have  difcovered  ilt 
extraordinary  force  when  thus  pent  npi  at  leaft,  they  have 
never  thought  of  applying  that  power  to  purpofes  idAch  animal 
ftrength  has  not  bwn  Kjdeqnate  to  effed.  Tliey  extraA  from 
the  three  kingdoms  of  nature  the  moft  brilliant  colours,  which 
they  have  alfo  acquired  the  art  of  prqiaring  and  mixing,  fo 
^8  to  produce  every  intermediate  tint ;  and^  in  their  richeft  and 
Inoft  lively  luies,  they  communicate  thefe  colours  to  filk$i  cot- 
toQi|  and  paper;  yet  they  luive  no  theory  on  coloun. 

The  procefs  of  frndtiiig  iron  from  the  ore  b  well  known  to 
them ;  and  their  caft  ware  of  this  metal  is  remarkably  thin  and 
liglit.  They  h^v^  sUb  an  vnpeiM;  kopwlcdge  of  convetti^g 

1  it 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRAVELS  IN- CHINA.       *  §99 
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k  ittto  ^Ud,  but  their  manufadhires  of  this  article  are  not  to  be 
mcndooed  with  thofe  of  Europe,  I  will  not  fay  of  Bn^^aad^ 
faecftu&  it  ftands  unrivalkd  in  diia  and  indaed  almoft  •Vtijr 
other  branch  of  the  arU.  Though  dieir  caft-iroa  wm  ippew 
and  neat,  and  are  annealed  in  heated  ovens,  to  take  off 
Ibnewlwt.Qf  their  brktlenefs,  yet  their  procefs  of  rendering 
dft  iron  fludleaUe  it  imperfe^,  and  idl  their  suuio&Clures  of 
<fIOUg)Ut  iron  afe  confeqaently  of  a  very  inferior  kind,  not 
only  in  workmanfliip  bii*-  alfo  in  the  quality  of  the  metal. 
In  moft  of  the  other  metals  their  manufaAures  are  above  mc- 
diocrity.  Their  trinkas  of  fiiver  fillagree  are  extrtttdly  DCtt, 
and  their  articles  of  cootoaague  are  iug^ly  fixu(hcd«  - 

With  the  ufc  of  cannon  they  pretend  to  havf  hf^rn  long 
acquainted.  When  Ocngis-K}i:\n  entered  China,  \\\  the  thir- 
teenth century,  artillery  and  bombs  and  mines  are  faid  to  have 
been  employed  on  both  fides ;  yet  when  the  city  of  Macao,  in 
the  year  1621,  made  a  prefent  to  the  Emperor  of  three  pieces 
of  artiUery,  it  was  fcund  neceflary  to  fend  along  with  them 
three  men  to  inflrukfh  the  Chinefe  how  to  ufc  them.  The  in* 
trodudlion  of  matclilcckis,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  is  of  no 
very  ancient  date ;  they  wear  no  mark<  of  originality  about 
them,  like  other  articles  of  Chinefe  invention;  on  the  con- 
trary, they  arc  exadl  moUdo  vi  the  oU  Portugueze  matchlock ; 
and  (Jifl'ci  in  nothhig  from  tliofe  which  ftiil  continue  to  be 
carried,  as  an  article  of  commerce,  by  this  nation  to  Cochin- 
china.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  of  the  ufc  of  gun- 
powder being  koowa*  to  the  Chineie  l(»g  before  ikic  OxtiSCaA 
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In  a  vcfy  ancMot  treadfis  oa  tfac  mtlittry  art,  there  b  a 
.detailed  account  of  the  manner  how  to  annoy  an  enemy's 
can^  by  fpcingiag  a  mine  wit'i  p^nnpowder;  but  thia  treatife 
makes  no  mention  of  cannon,  fire-works,  made  generally  of 
'gunpowder,  filinigt  of  zinc,  camphor,  and  other  ingredients, 
ar<  defcrib^d  in  vari9U8  old  trads.  It  is  eafily  conceiTed,  that 
the  deflagration  of  nitre  was  likely  to  be  firft  noticed  in  thofe 
countries  where  it  is  the  fpontaneous  and  abundant  produsflion 
of  the  earth,  which  is  the  cafe  on  the  elevated  dclarts  of  Tar- 
tary  and  Thibet,  and  on  the  low  and  extenfive  plains  nf  India 
and  China.  The  gunpowder,  however,  made  by  the  Chineie 
is  extremely  bad.  They  have  no  particular  manufadlory,  but 
each  individual  makes  his  own.  It  is  in  fadt  one  part  of  the 
foldicr's  employment  to  prepare  his  own  gunpowder.  The 
ufual  proportioos,  according  to  Van-ta-girii  informatioa  are, 

50  pounds  of  nitre, 

— —  fulphur, 
85-     -  charcoal. 

They  know  not  die  art  of  granulating  the  pade,  as  in  Europe^ 

but  nfe  it  in  a  coarfe  powder,  which  fometimes  cakes  together 
into  a  foUd  mafs ;  and  from  the  impurity  of  the  nitre,  (no  . 
means  appearing  to  be  employed  for  cxtrading  the  common 
fait  it  nfually  contains)  the  le^fl;  expofure  to  the  air,  by  attracting 
the  moifture,  makes  it  unfit  for  fervice.  This  may  be  onereafoa 
for  their  objedion  to  firelocks. 

It  has  been  remariced,  that  the  three  great  difcoreriies  of  the 
msgnetle  needle,  of  gunpowder,  and  of  printing,  in '  Ennipet 
lollowcd  dofe  upon  the  fetxim  ^  the  fiMBOUS  ttarcller  Mason 
'  Polo. 
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Polo.  It  was  the  boaft  indeed  of  Cjung-Jbec  to  the  Jcfuits, 
when  they  inftrudted  him  in  lome  of  the  fcienccs  of  Europe, 
that  the  latter  country  was  neither  acquainted  with  the  mari- 
ner's compafs,  nor  with  the  art  of  printing,  nor  with  gun- 
powder, till  they  had  been  in  common  ufc  in  Cliina  near 
two  thoufand  years.  As  to  gunpowder,  it  is  pretty  obvious^ 
that  our  countryman  Roger  Bacon  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  ingredients  that  enter  into  its  compofition.  In  more  than 
one  part  of  his  works  lie  ol^fcrves,  that  with  faltpetre  and 
other  articles  may  be  made  a  lire  that  will  lutiame  to  a  great 
diftance;  and  in  one  place  he  Aates,  that  with  fulphur,  faltpetre, 
and  fomething  elle,  which  he  difguifes  under  two  or  three 
barbarous  words,  a  compoiition  may  be  made,  by  which  the 
cffedls  of  thunder  and  of  lightning  may  be  imitated.  Bacon 
died  in  the  year  1292,  and  Marco  Polo  returned  to  Europe  in 
1295;  fo  that  he  could  not  poffibly  have  received  any  hint 
to  lead  towards  the  difcovcry  through  the  channel  o£  the 
Venetian  traveller  *• 

If  the  Chinefe  had,  at  any  period  of  their  hiftory,  been 
acquainted  with  the  art  of  calling  large  cannon,  and  of  making 

« 

*  Tht  Inventkm,  in  Eunqie^  is  viually  attribated  to  one  Schwam »  a  Cemuut 

Monk,  about  the  year  i}54>  uhich,  however,  is  very  doubtful,  as  there  is  every 
reafon  to  believe  chat  cannon  was  made  ufe  of  at  the  battle  of  Credy,  wbicb  hap-> 
pened  in  tbe  year  1346.  And  Marbna,  in  bit  account  of  tbe  fiege  of  Algeaim  bf 
tbe  Spaniarda,  in  the  year  I $42,  or  1343,  as  quoted  by  Diftop  VVatfon,  obfervcs, 
*'  that  tlic  Mocrs  vtry  irmch  annoyed  the  Chriftians  'A-ith  their  iron  fliot  and  he 
further  adds,  that  "  this  is  the  firft  mention  made  in  hillory  of  the  ufe  of  gunpowder 
M  and  ball.'*  It  is  therefore  extremelf  probable,  that  die  firft  introduAion  of 
gunpowder  into  Europe  was  by  (bmc  Mahomedans  from  the  eadward,  nnd  that 
Schwartz  was  not  the  inventor,  although  he  ought  perhaps  have  been  the  firft 
publiiber  of  the  difcovery. 
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■  vfe  of  them  in  their  wars,  it  is  Icarcely  probable  they  wouM 
'  erer  have  loft  it.   Yet  it  h  very  certain  the  two  Jefnits,  Schaal 
and  Verbteft,  took  great  pains  to  inftrud  them  in  the  method 
cf  cafting  cannon ;  in  which,  however,  tKBy  have  not  made 
any  progreTs  or  impnyvement.   I  obfenred,  neir  one  of  the 
gates  of  Fekin,  a  few  rude,  ilUfhapen,  and  diTpropocdooate 
pieces,  lying  unmounted  on  the  ground,  and  tbefe,  with 
ibme  of  the  iame.kind  on  the  frontiers  of  Canton,  and  a  lew 
pieces,  apparently  twdve  pounders,  at  BMg4eke»fiOi  whick 
had  wooden  pent-honfes  ercAed  over  each,  mvt  the  only 
cannon  -that  we  nodced  ia  the  "whole  countty.  Whether  the 
fpecimens,  exliibited  in  ihe  annexed  plam,  which  were  drawtf 
I7  the  late  Ckptatn  Pariihof  the  Royal  Anillery,  be  originally 
of  Qiinefe  invention,  'or  borrowed  from  ibme  other  Aatien,  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  decide  $  but  fuch  are  the  pieces  which 
are  ibmetimet  found,  feattewd  about  the  gates  of  -fome  of  their 
•cities. 

Mr.  Bell,  who  viiited  CSiina  in  the  foite  of  the  Ruffian  Em- 
Ikaflador,  near  a  century  ago,  remarks^  that  lowariis  the 
**  weftem  extremity  cf  the  Great  he  obTerred  fome 

hundreds  of  old  cannon  piled  up  in  one  of  the  towers,  each 
compofed  of  three  or  four  pieces  of  hammeiwd  iron,  joined 
^  and  faftened  together  with  hoops  of  the  iame  metal."  It  ia 
probable  indeed  that  the  Chinefe,  like  the  Hindoos,  before  the 
time  of  Schaai  and  Verbieft,  made  ufe  of  cannon  of  wrought 
iron,  which  were  hooped  together  Kke  thofe  moitioned  by 
Mr.  Bell. 

To 
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In  making  their  falutes,  of  which  they  are  not  fparing,  they 
invariably  employ  three  Imall  petards,  or  piftol-barreU  rather, 
which  are  ftuck  cre<n:  in  the  ground  ;  and  in  firing  thefe  fmall 
pieces  the  foldiers  are  fo  afraid,  that  they  are  difcharged  by 
a  train  laid  from  one  to  the  other.  When  Captain  Pariih 
cauled  a  few  rounds  to  be  fired  from  two  field- pieces,  which 
were  among  tlie  prefents  for  the  Emperor,  in  as  quick  fuc- 
cefTion  as  polTible,  the  Chinefe  officers  very  coolly  oblcrvcd, 
that  their  own  foldiers  could  do  it  juft  as  well,  and  perhaps 
better.  And  when  Lord  Macartney  afked  the  Ex-viceroy  of 
Canton  if  he  would  wifh  to  fee  his  guard  go  through  thedifie* 
rent  evolutions  as  pradiled  in  Europe,  he  replied  with  equal  in- 
difference, "  That  they  could  not  poffibly  be  new  to  him,  who 

had  been  fo  much  engaged  in  the  wars  on  the  frontiers  of 
*•  Tartary;"  though  the  chances  are,  that  he  had  never  before 
fcen  a  firelock :  with  fuch  ridiculous  affeQation  of  fuperiority, 
and  contempt  for  other  nations,  does  the  unconquerable  pride 
of  this  people  infpire  them.  It  feems,  indeed,  to  be  laid  down 
at  a  general  principle,  never  to  be  caught  in  the  admictttOQ  of 
any  thing  brought  among  them  by  foreigners.  Whenever  a 
man  of  rank  came  to  look  at  the  prefents,  if  obferved  by  any 
of  us,  he  would  carclefsly  glance  his  eye  ovejr  them,  and  affeO: 
as  much  indifference  as  if  he  was  m  the  daily  habit  of  viewing 
things  of  the  iame  kind. 

A  French  phyfician,  who  traveiled  in  China,  fays  he  never 
faw  an  alembic  or  didillaiory  apparatus  in  the  whole  country. 
The  art  of  diftillation,  hnwever,  is  very  well  known,  and  in 
common  practice.    Their  Suu-uboo^  (literally  burnt  vyinc),  is 

an 
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Ml  ardent  fptrit  diftilled  from  variouftkladft  of  grain,  but  moft 
commonly  from  rice,  of  a  ftrong  cmpyreumatic  flavour,  not 
unlike  the  fpirit  known  in  Scotland  by  the  name  of  whiikey. 
The  rice  is  kept  in  hot  water  till  the  grains  are  fwollen;  it  is 
then  mixed  up  with  water  in  which  has  been  (lifTolvrd  a  prc^ 
paration  called  pc-ka^  conlilUng  ot  rice-Hour,  Ii()uoriee-roof, 
annifeed,  and  garlic ;  this  not  only  hallens  fermentation,  hut  is 
fuppofed  to  give  it  a  peculiar  flavour,  The  mixture  then 
undergoes  diftillation.  The  Saii-tchoo,  thus  prepared,  may  be 
confidered  as  the  bafis  of  the  bcR  arrack,  which  in  Java  is 
exclufivcly  the  manufafture  of  Chlnefe,  and  is  nothing  more 
than  a  redlification  of  the  above  Ipirir,  with  the  addition  of 
niolailes  and  juice  of  the  cocoa-nut  tree.  Before  diflillation 
the  liquor  is  finiply  called  IcLoo^  or  wine,  and  in  this  flate  is  a 
very  inOpid  and  difagreeable  beverage.  The  vine  grows  ex- 
tremdy  well  in  «U  the  proTuices  ^  north  as  Pekia, 

tnit  Uie  culture  of  it  leems  to  meet  with  little  encouragement, 
and  no  wine  is  made  from  the  juice  of  the  grape,  except  by 
(he  miiDionaries  near  the  capitaL 

The  manufadtire  of  earthen  wire,  as  far  as  depends  upon 
the  preparation  of  the  materials,  they  have  carried  to  a  pitch 
«f  perfeQion  not  liitherto  equalled  hy  any  nation,  except  the 
Japanefe,  who  are  Allowed  to  excel  ibem,  not  t>nly  in  ^ia 
'bmncfa,  but  alio  in  all  articles  of  lacquered  and  vamifhed  ware, 
which  fetch  exorbitant  prices  even  In  China.  .  The  beauty  of 
thdr  poredlun,  in  a  great  degree,  depends  upon  the  extreme 
labour  and  attention  that  is  paid  to  tlie  aflbrf ment,  and  the 
pireparation  0^  the  difierent  articles  employed,  Thefe  are  in 

general 
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fgtntul  a  fine  fort  of  clay  called  Xao-Ha  trhicli  U  a  fpeciea 
of  Soap-rock,  and  a  granite  called  Pt'twi'tfe^  compo&d  chiefly 
of  quartz,  the  proportion  of  mica  being  very  fmall.  Thefe- 
materials  are  ground  down  and  wafiied  'wtth  di«  greatefl:-  care; 

and  when  the  padc  has  been  turned  or  moulded  into  forms, 
each  piece  is  put  into  a  box  of  clay  before  it  goes  into  tho 
oven ;  yet  with  every  precaution,  it  frequently  happens  (fo 
much  is  this  art  ftiU  a  work  of  chance)  that  a  whole  ovev 
runs  together  and  becomes  a  mafs  of  vitrified  matter.  Neitbep 
the  Chinefe  nor  the  Japanefe  can  boaft  of  giving  to  the  ma- 
terials much  elegance  of  form.  With  thofe  inimitable  raodela 
from  the  Greek  and  Roman  vafes,  brought  into  modern  ufe  by 
the  ingenious  Mr.  Wedgwood,  they  will  not  bear  a  compari- 
ibn.  And  nothing  can  be  more  rude  and  ill-defigned  than 
the  grotefque  figures  and  other  objeds  painted,  or  rather 
daubed,  on  their  porcelain,  which  however  are  generally  the 
work  of  the  wives  and  children  of  the  labouring  poor.  That 
they  can  do  better  we  have  evident  proof;  for  if  a  pattern 
be  fent  out  from  England,  the  artifls  in  Canton  will  execute  it 
with  fcrupulous  exa^tneis ;  and  their  colours  are  inimitable. 

The  manufadurc  of  glafs  was  totally  unknown  among  them 
until  the  laft  century  when,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  Jc- 
fuits,  a  family  was  engaged  to  go  from  France  to  Pekin,  for  the 
purpofe  of  introducing  the  art  of  glifs-niaking  into  the  country. 
The  attempt  failed  of  fucccfs,  and  the  concern,  at  the  death  of 
the  manager,  was  broken  up.  In  Canton  they  melt  old  broken 
glafs  and  mold  it  inio  new  forms;  and  they  have  been  taught 
to  coat  plates  of  glafs  with  filver,  which  are  partially  ufed  as 
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looking'^aflci  i  but  llidr  cdnmon  mirrors  are  of  potiflied  me^ 
tal,  which  is  apparently  a  compofition  of  copper  and  zioc. 

The  pride,  or  the  policy,  of  the  goremment  affefting  to  de« 
fpife  any  thing  new  or  fordgn,  and  the  general  want  of  encou- 
ragement to  new  inventions,  bowerer  iugcnioos,  have  been 
.  greatly  detrimental  to  tlie  progrefs  of  die  arts  and  manufaftures. 
The  people  difcover  no  want  of  genius  to  conceive,  iior  of  dex- 
terity to  execute  $  and  thdr  imitative  powers  have  always  been 
acknowledge  to  be  very  great.   Of  the  truth  of  this  remark 
we  had  feveral  inftances  at  Tuen-min-yuen.    The  complicated 
glafs  luftres,  confiding  of  feveral  hundred  pieces,  were  taken 
down,  piece  by  piece,  in  the  courfe  of  half  an  hour,  by  two 
Chineie,  who  had  never  feen  any  thing  of  the  kind  before,  and 
were  put  up  again  by  them  with  equal  facility  ;  yet  Mr.  Parker 
thought  it  ncceflary  for  our  mechanics  to  attend  at  his  war^ 
houfc  feveral  times  to  fee  them  taken  down  and  again  put  to- 
gether, in  order  to  be  able  to  manage  the  bulincfs  on  their  ar- 
rival in  China.    A  Chincfe  undertook  to  cut  a  Hip  of  glafs  from 
a  large  curved  piece,  intended  to  cover  the  great  dome  of  the 
planetarium,  after  our  two  artificers  liad  broken  three  fimilar 
pieces  in  attempting  to  cut  them  with  the  help  of  the  diamond. 
The  man  performed  it  in  private,  nor  could  he  be  prevailed  on  to 
lay  in  what  manner  he  accompliihed  it.    Being  a  little  jagged 
along  the  margin,  I  fufped  it  was  not  cut  but  fiadured,  per- 
haps by  paffmg  a  heated  iron  over  a  line  drawn' vnth  water,  or 
fomt  other  fluid.   It  is  well  known  that  a  Ghinefe  in  Canton, 
.on  being  Ihewn  an  European  watch,  undertook,  and  fucceeded, 
to  make  one  like  it,  though  he  had  never  feen  any  fhmgof  the 

Und 
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kind  before,  but  it  was  neceflary  to  furnifli  him  with  a  main 
Ipring,  which  he  could  not  make :  and  they  now  fabricate  in 
Canton,  as  well  as  in  London,  and  at  one  third  of  the  cxpence, 
all  thofe  ingenious  pieces  of  mcchanifm  which  at  one  time  were 
fent  to  China  in  fuch  vail  quantities  from  the  repofitories  of 
Coxe  and  Merlin.  The  mind  of  a  Chinefe  is  quick  and  iippre- 
henfive,  and  his  fmall  delicate  hands  are  formed  for  the  execu* 
tion  of  neat  work. 

The  manufa£lure  of  filks  his  been  eftabliified  in  China  at  a 
period  fo  remote,  as  not  to  be  afcertained  from  hiftory  ;  but  the 
time  when  the  cotton  plant  was  firft  brought  from  the  northera 
parts  of  India  into  the  fouthern  provinces  of  China  is  known, 
and  noticed  in  their  annals.  That  fpecies  of  the  cotton  plant, 
from  which  is  produced  the  manufa<^ure  ufually  called  nankin 
cotton,  is  laid  to  loofe  its  peculiar  yellow  tint  in,  the  courfe 
of  two  or  three  years  when  cultivated  in  the  fouthern  provinces, 
owing,  in  all  probability,  to  the  great  heat  of  the  weather  and 
continued  funfhine.  I  have  raifed  this  particular  fpecies  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  where,  upon  the  fame  plant,  as  well  as 
on  others  produced  from  its  feed,  the  pods  were  as  fall  and 
the  tint  of  as  deep  a  yellow  in  the  third  year  as  in  the  firft.  As 
is  generally  the  cafe  in  moft  of  thdr  maottfaftures,  thofe  of  filk 
and  cotton  do  not  appear  to  have  lately  undeigone  progreflire 
improvement.  The  want  of  proper  encouragement  from  the 
government,  and  the  rigid  adherence  to  ancient  ufage,  have 
rendered  indeed  alt  their  fabricks  ftationary. 

R  K  a  .  ^ 
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Of  all  the  mechanical  arts  that 'm  which  ihey  feem  to  have 

attained  the  highcft  dej:;ree  of  perfciftion  is  the  cutting  of  ivory. 
In  this  branch  they  ftand  unrivalled,  even  at  Birmingham,  thai 
p;rcat  nurfcry  of  the  arts  and  manu'adures  where,  I  under- 
ItcUid,  it  lias  been  attempted  by  mcan^  of  a  machine  to  cut  ivory 
fans  and  ot!"!cr  articles,  In  imitati  .m  o\  thole  of  the  Chincfc  ;  but 
the  experiment,  although  ingenious,  ha?  not  hitherto  fucccedcd 
to  that  decree,  lo  as  to  produce  arlielcs  fit  to  vie  with  thofe  of 
the  latter.  Nothing  can  be  more  cxtjuilitcly  beautiful  than 
the  fine  open  work  difplaycd  in  a  Clunefe  fan,  the  fticks  of 
which  would  feem  to  be  fingly  cut  by  the  hand,  for  whatever 
pattern  may  be  required,  or  a  fliield  with  coat  of  arms,  or  a 
cypher,  the  article  will  be  finifhed  accordin;:^  to  the  drawing  at 
the  fhortell  notice.  The  two  outfide  fticks  arc  full  of  bold 
lharp  work,  undercut  in  fuch  a  manner  as  could  not  be  per- 
formed any  other  way  than  by  the  hand.  Yet  the  moft  iiniiLed 
and  beautiful  of  thefe  fans  may  be  purchafed  at  Canton  for 
five  to  ten  Spanifli  doU^  *.  Out  of  «  foUd  ball  d  ivory)  with 
a  hole  in  it  not  laiger  than  half  an  inch  in  ^meter,  they 
cot  firom  nine  to  fifteen  di^nA  hollow  globes,  one  within  an- 
other, allloofeand  capable  of  being  turned  round  in  every  di» 
ledton,  and  .each  of  them  carved  full  of  the  (ame  kind  of  open 
worl:  that  appears  on  the  fans.  A  very  fmali  fum  of  money 
18  the  price  of  one  of  thefe  difficult  trifles*   Models  of  templet^ 

-  *  1  am  aware  that  diafe  laboured  piece;,  of  Italian  make,  of  ivory  cut  into  land- 
fcapes,  w  'txh  Iicufcs,  trees,  ;md  figure* ;  fojnetlmes  fo  fm;i!l  to  bo  comprehended 
wiibiu  the  compafs  of  a  ring,  may  be  quoted  againA  me ;  but  the  work  of  a  folitarj 
and  jRscladcd  mook  to  beguile  the  weirjr  boon,  ii  not  to  be  broi^t  in  competilioii 
iritli  tbat  of  aooomum  Cbiaefe  wtjft»  hj  wbick  he  ewns  hb  KreBliood. 
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pagodas,  and  other  pieces  of  architecture,  arc  beauurnily  worked 
in  ivory ;  and  Iroai  the  lhavings,  interwoven  with  pieces 
of  quills,  they  make  neat  bafkets  and  hats,  which  arc  as  light 
and  pliant  as  thoie  of  ftrawr.  In  fhort,  all  kinds  of  toys  for 
children,  and  other  trinkets  and  trifles,  are  executed  in  a  neater 
manner  and  tor  lefs  money  in  China,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world. 

The  Tarious  ufes,  to  which  that  elegant  fpecies  of  reed  called 
the  bamboo  is  applied,  would  require -a  volume  to  enumerate. 
Their  chidrs,  their  tables,  their  flueena,  their  bedfteads  .and 
bedding,  and  many  other,  houfehold  moveables,  are  entirely 
conftruded  of  this  hollow  reed,  and  fome  of  them  in  a  manner 
Aifficiently  ingenious  and  beautiful.  It  is  uTed  on  l)oard  (hips 
for  poles,  for  fails,  for  cables,  for  rigging,  and  for  caulking. 
In  hulbandry  for  carts,  for  whedbarrows,  for  wheels  to  raife 
water,  for  fences,  for  lacking  to  hold  grain,  and  a  variety  of 
other  utenfils.  The  young  (hoots  furnifli  an  article  of  food ; 
and  the  wicks  of  their  candles  are  made  of  its  fibres.  It  ferves 
to  embellilh  the  garden  of  the  prince,  and  to  cover  the  cottage 
of  the  pealant.  It  is  the  inftrument,  in  the  hand  of  power,  that 
keeps  the  whole  empire  in  awe.  In  Ihort,  there  are  few  tt(es  to 
which  a  Chinefe  cannot  apply  the  bamboo,  either  entire  or 
4>lit  into  thin  laths,  or  further  divided  into  fibres  to  be  twilled 
into  cordage,  or  macerated  into  a  pulp  to  be  manufaftured  in- 
to paper,  i- 

That  there  is  nothing  new  under  the  fun,'*  was  the  Met* 
vaUon     a  vnfe  man  in  days  of  yore.  Im^fiM  mth  the 
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fame  Idea  an  ingenious  and  learned  modem  auilior     has  writ- 
ten a  book  to  prove,  that  all  the  late  dlfcoveries  and  inventions 
of  Europe  were  known  to  tlic  ancients.    The  dilcovery  of  mak- 
ing paper  from  ftraw,  although  new,  perhaps,  in  Europe,  is  of 
very  ancient  date  in  China.    The  flraw  of  rice  and  other  grain, 
the  bark  of  the  mulberry-tree,  the  cotton  flirub,  hemp,  nettles, 
and  vaiious  other  plants  and  materials,  are  employed  in  the 
paper  manufadorics  of  China,  where  iheets  are  prepared  of 
fuch  dimenfions,  that  a  fmgle  one  may  be  had  to  cover  the 
vrhole  fide  of  a  moderate  fized  room.    The  finer  fort  of  paper 
for  writing  upon  has  r  fiir^e  as  fmooth  as  vellum,  and  u 
wafhed  with  a  ftrong  folution  of  dum  to  prevent  the  tok  from 
finking.    Many  old  perfons  and  children  earn  a  livdihood  by 
wafhing  the  ink  from  written  paper,  which,  being  afterwards 
beaten  and  boiled  to  a  pafte,  is  re-manufadured  into  new  (heets; 
and  the  ink  is  alfo  feparated  from  the  water,  and  preferved  for 
future  uTe.   To  this  article  of  their  manufadure  the  arts  in 
our  own  country  owe  fo  many  advantages,  that  little  requires 
to  be  faid  in  its  favour.   The  Chinefe,  however,  acknowledge 
their  obligations  to  the  Ck)reans  for  the  improvements  in  mak- 
ing ink,  which,  not  many  centuries  ago,  werfe  received  from 
them. 

As  to  the  art  of  printing,  there  can  he  little  doubt  of  its  an- 
tiquity in  China,  yet  they  have  never  proceeded  beyond  a 
wooden  block.  The  nature,  .indeed,  of  the  charader  is  fuch* 
that  moveable  types  would  fcarcely  be  pradicable.   It  is  true, 

*  Mr.  Datens*, 

the 
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Che  compooeDt  parts  of  the  chmden  are  fufficiently  fimple 
and  few  in  number ;  but  the  difficoltj  of  putting  them  together 
upon  the  frame,,  into  the  mukitade  o£  forms  of  which  thpy  are 
capable,  is  perhaps  not  to  be  furmounted* 

Like  the  reft  of  their  invendons  the  chun-pump  which,  in 
Europe,  has  hcea  brought  to  fuch  perfediqn  as  to  conftitute' 
an  eflential  part  of  (hips  of  war  and  other  large  vefTels,  con- 
tinues among  die  Giiinefe  nearly  in  its  primitfvi^ftiite,  the  prin* 
cipal  iinproTcment  lince  itsfirft  invendon  confiftiog  in  the  fub«  . 
fiitudoQ  of  boards  or  baiket*work  for  wifps  of  ftraw.  Its  power 
with  them  has  never  been,  extended  beyond  that  of  nufing  a 
fmall  flream  of  water  up  an  inclined  plane,  from  one  refervoir 
to  another,  to  ferve  the  purpofea  of  irrigation.  They  are  of  di£> 
ferent  (izes,  fome  worlced  by  oxen,  fome  by  treading  in  a  wheel, 
and  others  by  the  hand. 

« 

The  great  advantages  attainable  from  the  ufe  of  mechanical 
powers  are  dthor  not  underftood  or,  purpofely,  not  employed. 
In  a  couptry  <^  fuch  vaft  population,  machinery  may  perhaps 
be  confidered  as  detrimental  efpedally  as,  at  leaft,  nine-tenths 
of  the  community  muft  derive  their  fubfiftence  from  manual  la* 
hour.  It  may  be  a  qne^on,  not  at  all  decided  in  their  minds, 
whether  the  general  advantages  of  facilitating  labour,  and  gain- 
ing time  by  means  of  machinery,  be  fufficient  to  couiiterb»- 
lance  the  IncRvidual  diftrefs  tliat  would,  for  a  time,  be  occar* 
fioned  by  the  introdudion  of  fuch  machinery.  Wluitever  the 
realbo  may  be,  no  fuch  means  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  couor 
try.  Among  the  prefents  tliat  were  carried  out  for  the  Empe- 
ror 
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ror  were  an  apparatus  for  the  air  pump,  various  articles  for 
condu£ling  a  fet  of  experiments  in  eledlricity,  and  llie  models 
of  a  complete  fet  of  mechanical  powers  placed  upon  a  brafs  pil- 
lar.   The  Emperor,  happening  to  caft  his  eye  upon  them,  en- 
quired of  the  eunuch  in  waiting  for  what  they  were  intended. 
This  mutilated  animal,  although  he  had  been  daily  ftudying  the 
nature  and  ufc  of  the  fcveral  prefents,  in  order  to  be  able  to  fay 
fomcthing  upon  them  when  they  fliould  be  exhibited  to  his 
matter,  could  not  fuccecd  in  making  his  Imperial  Majcfty 
comprehend  the  intention  of  the  articles  in  queftion.    "  1 
*'  fancy,"  fays  tlie  old  monarch,  "  they  arc  meant  as  play- 
*•  things  for  fome  of  my  great  grandchildren.'* 

The  power  of  the  pulley  is  underftood  by  them,  and  is  ap- 
plied on  board  all  their  large  veflels,  but  always  in  a  fingle 
ftate ;  at  lead,  I  never  obfer\'ed  a  block  with  more  than  one 
wheel  in  it.    The  principle  of  the  lever  fliould  alfo  feem  to  be 
well  known,  as  all  their  valuable  wares,  even  filvcr  and  gold, 
are  weighed  with  the  fteclyard  :  and  the  tooth  and  pinioa 
wheels  are  ufcd  in  the  conftruilion  of  their  fclf-inoving  toys, 
and  in  all  their  rice-mills  that  are  put  in  motion  by  a  water 
wheel.    But  none  of  the  mechanical  powers  are  applied  on  the 
great  fcale  to  facilitate  and  to  expedite  labour.    Simplicity  is  the 
leading  feature  in  all  their  contrivances  that  relate  to  the  arts 
and  inanuta<flurcs.    The  tools  of  every  artificer  are  of  a  con- 
llrucllon  the  mod  fnnple  that  it  Ihould  feem  poffiblc  to  make 
them,  and  yet  each  tool  is  fo  contrived  as  to  anfwer  feveral  pur- 
pofcs.    Thus,  the  bellows  of  the  blackfmith,  which  is  nothing 
more  than  a  hollow  cylinder  of  wood,  with  a  valvular  pifton, 
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bcfide*  blowing  the  fire,  ferves  for  his  feat  when  fet  on  cnJ, 
and  as  a  box  to  contain  the  reft  of  his  tools.  The  barber's 
bamboo  bafket,  that  contains  his  apparatus,  is  alfo  the  feat  for 
his  cuftomers.  The  joiner  makes  ufc  of  his  rule  as  a.walklng 
ftick,  and  the  cheft  that  holds  his  tools  fcrvcs  him  as  a  bench 
to  work  on.  The  pedlar's  box  and  a  large  umbrella  are  fuf- 
ficient  for  bim  to  exhibit  all  his  wares,  and  to  form  his  little 
fliop. 

Little  can  be  faid  in  favour  of  the  ftate  of  the  fine  arts  in  this 
country.  Of  their  poetry,  modem  and  ancient,  I  have  given 
a  fpecimen ;  but  I  think  it  right  once  more  to  obferve  that, 
with  regard  to  AHatic  compofitions,  Europeans  cannot  form  a 
proper  judgment,  and  more  efpecially  of  thde  of  the  Ghinefe, 
which,  to  the  myfterieut  and  ohfcnre  eaepreffioos  of  metaphor, 
add  the  dUadvant^  of  a  language  that  fpeaks  hut  little  to  the 
car ;  a  whole  fentence,  or  a  comlnnailoa  of  ideas,  heing  ibme- 
times  flmt  up  io  a  (hort  monofyUabte,  whole  beauties  are  moft 
ftodiouilj  addcefled  to  the  ienle  of  feeing  alooe^ 

Of  the  other  two  lifter  arts,  painting  and  mufic,  a  more  de- 
cided opinion  may  be  pafled.  Of  the  latter  I  have  little  to  ob- 
ferve. It  does  not  leem  to  be  culdvated  as  albience :  it  is  oeidier 
learned  as  an  elegant  aecomplilhmeat,  norpnAifed  as  aa  amule> 
mmt.  of  genteel  life,  except  by  thofe  females  who  are  edueated 
tot  lale,  or  by  fuch  as  hire  themfeWes  out  fortheenttrtainmenc 
of  thofe  who  may  be  inclined  to  purchafe  their  fiivours.  And 
at  the  Chinefe  di0er  in  their  ideaa  fiom  aU  other  nations,  thefe 
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lyoraen  piny  generally  upon  wind  Inftruments,  fucli  as  liuall 
pipes  aad  nutcs  ;  whilft  the  favourite  inftrument  of  the  men  5s 
tlie  i:  uittar  or  ibuicthiag  not  very  unlike  it,  feme  of  vvhiLli  have 
two  lliings,  foane  four,  aad  others  feven.    Eunuchs,  aaid  tlje 
loveft  ciafs  of  perfoos,  are  lured  to  pby ;  and  tke  fneric  of  .a 
|»erfbrjnMiQe  iheuM  fioen  tecoofift  in  the  iatenleneisof  the  nolle 
Woi^t  out  of  ^e  ^ifiereat  mflnmientt.   The  gong  or,  as  they 
call  it,  the  loo  ia  admirably  adapted  for  this  purpofe.  This  inlitni- 
ment  is  a  fort  of  ihallow  kettle,  or  rather  the  lid  of  a  kettle,  which 
they  flnloevrhh  a -wooden  nudlet  covered  with  leather.  The 
ootyofition  isfiMdlobccopperatia,aodbifinttd>.  l%eyhaveaUb 
A  kind  of  clarinet,  tfafeeor  £>urdiffsreatiortSQftnimpeti^  and  a 
iUxagBd  inftruoMat  aot  unUke  a  vidoncdlo.   Their  Ju^  is  a 
coHoUnadon  of  uoevea  «eds  of  bamboo,  not  unlike  the  fopc 
of  Pans  the  tones  ase  beBnm  being  dilagciBeable,  but  its  ceo^ 
ftrudioa  b  ^wild  and  irt^«Ur,  that  it  does  not  appear  to  be 
tedoeiUe  id  any  kind  of  fi»lc»   Their  kettle  drum  are  ^ 
nerally  fliaped  like  banrels;  and  thefii,  as  veil  as  4riifiereBt*iiaed 
belts  fixed  in  a  frame,  cooftitute  parts  an  ilidr  faened  aao- 
fic   They  have  aUb  an  inftrument  of  mufic  whidi  confifts 
-of  ftoncs,  cut  intb  the  (hape  of  a  carpeoiei's  iquare,  each  ib>ne 
^ipended  by  the  comer  in  a  woodoi  frame.   Thofe  orfaidi  i 
faw  appesred  to  belong  to  tihat  fpecies  of  the  iilidous  gBnos 
4ifitally  called  Cneifr,  a  fort  o£  daty  gnniac.  in  the  Kefwick 
mdenm  aw  wnfical  ftooes  of  the  frinekind,  which  were  pidbed 
up  in  a  rivulet  at  the  ibot  of  Sfciddaw  mountain ;  hot  thefe  &eoi 
to  contaifl  fmall  pieces  of  Mack  ihori  or  toarmaKoe.   It  .Is  in* 
dead  the  bbtft  of  their  Jiiftoriaoa,  that  the  whole  empine  of  oa* 
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ttse  baft  been  laid  wukr  contribotiea  In  otdet  t^eomplcte  tinir 
jyftem  of  muiSc :  tbat  the  ikias  of  animab,  tbe  fibres  of  planti^ 
metals,  ftones,  and  baked  eartb«»  bave  all  bem  employed  m 
tbe  pfodudion  of  (bonds.  Their  inftroment8«  it  is  tnie»  are 
fufEciently  varied,  both  as  talhapc  and  materials,  but  I  know 
of  none  that  is  even  tolerable  to  an  European  ear.  An  EnglUh 
geottemftft  in  Ganteifr  took  bate  pains  to  eoUed  tbe  various  in- 
ftriMaents  of  the  country,  <^  which  the  annexed  plate  is  a  re* 
prefentation,  but  his  catalpgue  is  not  complete. 

A  GUnele  band  generaffy  plays^  or  endeaTours  to  play,  !a 
nnifon,  and'  fometimes  an  inftrument  takes  the  odave;  but 
they  never  attempt  to  play  In  feparate  parts,  confining  their 
aft  to  the  melody  only.  If  I  may  ventare  to  ^ly  a  name  of  fi> 
mocfa  fweetnefr  to  att  aggregatieii  of  harib  foun^  They  have 
not  the  leaft  notion  of  counter-point,  or  playing  in  parts :  an 
invention  indeed  to  which  the  elegant  Grreeks  had  not  arrivfidy 
and  which  was  unknown  m  Europe  as  well  as  Afia,  until  the 
monkift  ages. 

1  never  heard  but  one  fingle  Chinefe  who  could  be  iaid  to  (ing 
with  feeling  or  plaintivenels.  Accompanied  with  a  Idnd  of  guittar, 
he  tang  the  following  air  in  prasfe  of  the  flower  Aloo-^^,  which 
It  leems  is  one  of  the  moll  popukur  foags  in  the  whole  country. 
The  fimple  melody  was  taken  down  by  Mr.  Hittner,  and  I 
underftand  has  been  publiihed  in  London,  with  head  and  talU 
pieces,  accompaniments,  and  all  the  refined  arts  of  European 
mufic ;  fo  that  it  ceaies  to  be  a  ^ledmea  of  the  pUdn  melody  of 
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China.  I  liave  therefore  given  it  in  its  unadorned  (late,  as  fung 
and  played  by  the  Chinefe,  together  with  the  words  of  the  firft 
Ibnza,  and  their  literal  tranflatioa. 

MOO-L££-WUA. 

f^-jj'iJ.Jj^oij.ii 

M00-I.££-WHA. 
I. 

'         »     3       4        5  • 

Hau  ye- to  /ten  wha, 
•        7       t     9   >e    II    n  ts 

Tat  tcbam  ytu  jit  h  tfit  go 

14      15       16       17         iS  19 

Go  pun  iai,  poo  tcboo  mun 
,  Twet  fdio  Jim  wba  td  I9, 
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t       s     s       4       S  < 

Hau  ye  to  Mwhke  vaha 

7       •       9     10    It    It    ij  14 
Man  yucn  wba  ka  't  foy  poo  quec  ta 

IS    if     17     it    19  so 

Gq  pm  tm  Ifiu  ye  ta 

»i       t»       »3        »4        *5      «5  «T 

*     Ti?/  you  kung  kan  wba  jm  ma* 

JJUral  Tranjlation, 
I, 

How  delightful  this  branch  of  frefli  flowers 

4  7  '         S        9    '  10  -  '  ti    IS  I] 

One  monimg  one  day  it  waa  dropped  in  my  hsme 

■4  15  16  17      18  19 

I  the  owner  will  wear  it  not  out  of  doors 
But  I  will  hold  die  firefli  flower  and  be  happy; 

II. 

How  delightful  this  branch  of  the  MQo4ce  nower 

7  t  9  to  tl  tft        I]  14 

In  the  fiill  plot  of  flowen  Uowin^fireely  none  excels  it 

•  «<  16  17  19  >8  10 

I  the  owner  will  wear  this  gathered  branch 

SI  ss     •!  s$  S4        s|  37 

Wear  it  yet  fear,  the  flower  feen,  men  wUl  eovy. 

I  have  thought  it  not  amUs  to  fubjoin  a  few  other  airs  of  the 
popular  kind,  which  were  written  by  the  fame  gendeman  at 
Canton,  who  made  the  drawings  of  their  mufical  inflrumentit 

1 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA*  ' 


CHINESE  POPULAR  AIRS. 


No.  I. 


THniTTfrntrrftTTF^^ 


4-^ 


-0'--0- 


No.  IL 


4=K 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA^ 


i'9 


yf"r  j  I  "i^^^r-f=r^^^£S-H^^^^^ 


No.  iU. 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA. 
No,  !V. 


i 

0  

■-tfi— ^ 

NO.V. 


No.  VI. 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRAVELS  IK  CHINA.  311 


No.  VII.  '    .  . 


No.  vm. 


T  T 


Digitized  b/  Google 


T.aA.V.£LS  IN  CHINiU 


They  haTe  no  other  notion  of  noting  down  mufk  than  thac 
of  employing  a  charafter  expreffing  the  name  of  every  note  in 
the  fcale  ;  and  even  this  imperfeil  way  they  learned  from  Pc- 

.leira  the  Jefuit.    They  affected  to  dillike  the  EmbafTador's. 

.  .band  which  they  pretended  to  fay  produced  no  mufic,  but  a 
confufion  of  noifes ;  yet  the  Emperor *s  chief  muHcian  gave  him- 
felf  a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  tracing  out  the  feveral  inftruments 
on  large  fheeis  of  paper,  each  of  its  particular  fize,  marking  the 
places  of  the  holes,  fcrews,  ftrings,  and  other  parts,  which  they 
conceived  iieceiTary  tp  enable  them  to  m^e  others  of  a  Gmilac 

-  cooilru^ion. 

It  would  be  diflicult  to  aflign  the  motive  that  induced  father 
•^miot  to obfcrve,  tiiat  ''.the  Chbefe,  in  order  to  pbcain  their 

"  fcale 
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"  fiale  of  notes  or  gamut  perfe^  were  not'  afhidof  fiibnik^g 

"  to  the  moft  laborious  operations  o^  geometry,  and  to  the  moft 
tedious  aoddlfguning  calculations  in  thefcience  of  numbers;" 
as  he  mud  have  known,  that  they  were  altogether  ignorant 
of  geometry,  and  that  th^ir  arithmetic  extended  not  be- 
yond their  Swak-pan,  Of  the  Iktott  nature  is  the  bold  and  un- 
founded alTertionof  another  of  the  Jefuits,  **  that 'the  muficat 
**  ifyftem  of  the  Chinefe  was  borrowed  from  them  by  tht 
**  Greeks  and  Egyptiias,  anterior  to  die  time  of  Hermes  or 
**  Orpheus!" 

With  regard  to  painting,  they  eah  be  con(ldered  ih  nd 
other  light  than  as  miferable  daubers^  being  unable  to  pen- 
cil out' a  correft  outline  of  many  objefts,  to  give  body  to 
the  fame  by  the  application  of  proper  lights  and  fhadows,  and 
to  lay  on  the  nice  (hades  of  colour,,  lb  as  to  idemble  the  tints 
of  nature.  But  the  gaudy  colouring  of  certain  flowers,  birds, 
and  infers,  they  iihitate  with  a  degree  6f  exadtieft  and  bril- 
liancy to  which  Europeans  have  hot  yet  a^iVed.  To  ^ifh 
diftance  to  objeAs  on  canvas,  by  diminllhing  them,  by  faidit 
colouring,  and  by  pcrfpcdive,  they  hkve  bo  fbirt  of  <;otrcep^ 
tioh.  At  Yum-min-yum  I  !foand  two  Very  large  piaiiidngs  oST 
land^pes  which,  as  to  the  pencilling,  were  iloiie  tolie^ 
able  execution,  but  tb^  were  finiOiied  with  k  nrniuten'els 
detail,  and  without  kny  nf  thofe  ftrong  lights  and  tnafles  df 
ihade,  whidi  give  force  and  effe&  to  a  piAure ;  none  of  tVe 
rultt  of  ^p^r^c^ive  were  ohfenrei},  tior  any  attefnpt  ^o  thtb% 
&e  oSjc^  'to  their  proper  diftances ;  yet  I  crald  not  help  &nd^- 
log'ffiatl  ^ifcoVe^  In  tftetti  the  hand  &f  hn  %iirtf^n.  Ttfe 

T  T  ft  old 
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old  eunuch,  who  carried  the  keys  of  the  room,  frequentljr 
aiked  me,  when  looking  at  theTe  pictures,  if  I  did  not  think 

lus countrymen  were  excellent  painters;  and  having  one  day 
CSfHrtflfed  great  admiration  for  the  talents  of  the  artid,  he  led 
me  into  a  recefs  of  the  room,  and  opening  a  chefl,  fupported 
upon  f  pedeftaljhe  obferved,  with  a  fignilicant  look,  he  was  now 
going  to  produce  fomethiogthat  would  adonifli  me.    He  then 
took  out  feveral  large  volumes,  which  were  full  of  figuieSt 
drawn  in  a  very  fuperior  ftyle  and  tinted  with  water  colours, 
reprefenting  the  feveral  trades  and  occupations  carried  on  in  the 
country;  hut  they  feemed  to  be  ftuck  againft  the  paper,  hav- 
ing neither  {hadow  nor  foreground,  nor  diftance,  to  give  them 
any  relief.  ,  On  the  oppofiie  page  to  each  figure  was  idefcrip- 
tion,  in  the  Mantchoo  Tartar  and  the  Chinefe  languages.  Hav- 
ingtumed  over  one  of  the  volumes,  I  obfervcd,  on  the  la(l  page, 
llie  name  of  Cajlaglione^  which  at  once  folved  the  riddle.  On 
re>examiaiog  the  large  pidures  in  the  hall,  I  found  the  fame 
name  in  the  comer  of  each.    While  going  through  the  volume, 
the  old  eunuch  frequently  afkcd,  if  any  one  in  Europe  could 
paint  like  the  Chinefe  ?  but,  on  my  pointing  to  the  name,  and 
repeating  the  word  CaJlagVwne^  he  immediately  fhiit  the  book 
and  returned  them  all  into  the  clieft^  nor,  from  that  time,  could 
I  ever  prevail  upon  him  to  let  me  have  another  fight  of  them. 
On  enquiry,  I  found  that  Caftaglione  was  a  miflionary  in  great 
repute  at  court,  where  he  executed  a  number  of  paintings,  but 
was  exprefsly  dire^ed  by  the  Emperor  to  paint  all  his  fubjedts 
after  the  Chinefe  manner,  and  not  like  thofe  of  Europe,  with 
broad  malTes  of  (hade  and  the  diflant  objects  fcarcely  vifible, 
obferring  to  him,  as  one  of  the  miiHonaries  told  mc,  that  the 

imper- 
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impeife€kioii8  of  the  eye  afTorded  no  reafon  why  the  objeds  of 
nature  {hould  alfo  be  copied  as  imperfedl.  This  idea  6f  the* 
Emperor  accords  ^th  a  remark  made  by  one  of  hu  mmifteri, 
who  came  to  fee  the  portrait  of  His  Britannic  Majefty,  **  diat 
**  it  was  great  pity  it  fhould  have  been  Ijpoiled  by  the  dirt  upon 
the  face,"  pointing,  at  the  iame  time,  to  the  broad  ihade  of 
the  noie. 

* 

Glufrardini,  an  European  painter,  publilhed  an  account  of 
his  voyage  to  China,  where,  it  appears,  he  was  fo  diigufted 
that,  having  obfervecl  how  little  idea  they  poflefs  of  the  fine 
arts,  he  adds,  with  rather  more  petulancy  than  truth,  "  thefe 
"  Chinefe  are  fit  for  nothing  but  weighing  filver,  and  eating 
**  rice.*'  Ghirrardini  painted  a  large  colonnade  in  vanifliing 
perfpedive,  which  ftruck  them  fo  very  forcibly  that  they  con- 
cluded he  muft  certainly  have  dealings  with  the  devil ;  but,  on 
approaching  the  canvas  and  feeling  with  their  hands,  in  order 
to  be  fully  convinced  that  all  they  faw  was  on  a  flat  furface, 
they  perfifted  that  nothing  could  be  more  unnatural  than  to  re- 
prcfent  di (lances,  where  there  a^uaily  neither  was,  nor  could 
be,  any  diilance. 

It  is  fcarcely  nccefTary  to  add  any  thing  further  with  regard 
to  the  Hate  of  painting  in  China.  I  lhall  only  obfervc,  that  tfie 
Emperor's  favourite  draughtfman,  who  may  of  courfe  be  fiip- 
pofcd  as  good  or  better  than  others  of  the  fame  profefiion  in 
the  capital,  was  fent  to  make  drawings  of  fome  of  the  principal 
prefenls  to  carry  to  his  maftcr,  then  in  Tartary,  as  elucidations 
of  the  deioiptiTe  catalogue.    This  mao,  after,  vavous  unfMCr 
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cdsful  attempts  to  dcfign  the  elegant  time-pieces  ofVuIliamy, 
fupportcd  by  beautiful  figures  of  white  marhle,  fupplicated  my 
aififtance  in  a  matter  which  he  reprefentcd  as  of  the  lifl  Impor- 
tance  to  himfelf.    It  was  in  vaia  to  aflfure  him  that  I  was  no 
draughtfman ;  he  was  determined  to  have  the  proof  of  iCj  and 
he  departed  extremely  well  fatisficd  in  obtaining  a  very  mean 
performance  with  the  pencil,  to  copy  after  or  cover  with  his 
China  ink.    Every  part  pf  the  machines,  except  the  naked 
figures  which  fupported  the  time-piece  and  a  barometer,  he 
drew  with  neatnefs  and  accuracy,  but  all  his  attempts  to  copy 
thefe  were  unfuccefsful.    Whether  it  was  owing  to  any  real 
difficulty  that  exifts  in  the  nice  turns  and  proportions  of  the  hu- 
man figure,  or  that  by  being  better  acquatutcd  with  it  we  more 
readily  perceive  the  defetfls  in  the  imitation  of  it,  or  from  the 
circumllancc  of  the  human  form  being  concealed  in  this  coun- 
try in  loofc  folding  robes,  that  caufed  the  Chinefe  draughtf- 
man fo  completely  to  fail,  I  leave  to  the  artifts  of  our  own  coun- 
try to  determine :  but  the  fad  was  as  I  fUte  it ;  all  his  attempts 
to  draw  thefe  figures  were  prepollerous. 

As  to  thofe  fpecimena  of  beautiful  flowers,  birds,  and  infects, 
fomeiimes  brought  over  to  Europe,  tliey  are  the  work  of  ar- 
tifls  at  Canton  where,  from  being  in  the  habit  of  copying 
prints  and  drawings,  carried  thither  for  the  purpofe  of  being 
transferred  tu  porcelain,  or  as  articles  of  commerce,  they  have 
acquired  a  better  tafte  than  In  the  interior  parts  of  the  country. 
Great  quantities  of  porcelain  arc  fcnt  from  the  potteries  to  Can- 
ton perfeflly  w|ute,  that  the  purchafer  may  have  them  painted 
to  his  owa  pattern  :  and  fpecimcns  of  thefe  bear  teflimony  that 

they 
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they  are  no  mean  copyifts.  It  has  been  obfervetl,  however,  that 
the  fubjecSts  of  natural  hidory,  painted  by  them,  axe  frequently 
incorre^  ;  that  it  is  no  unufuat  thing  to  meet  with  the  flower  of 
ene  plant  fet  upon  the  (lalk  of  another,  and  having  the  leaves  of 
a  third.  This  may  formerly  have  been  the  cafe,  firom  their  feU 
'  lowing  imperfed  patterns,  or  firomfuppofing  they  couldimpcove 
natturej  but  htriog  found  tbat  therepreTentations  of  natural  ol^ 
jeds  are  in  more  requdft  among  foreigners,  they  pay  a 
ftrider  attention  to  the  fubjeft  that  may  be  required  j  and  we 
found  them  indeed  fuch  {crapulous  copylfts,  as  not  only  to  draw 
the  cxad  number  of  the  petals,  the  ftamina,  and  piftUla  of  a 
flower,  but  alfo  the  very  number  of  leaves,  with  the  thorns  or 
fpots  on  the  foot-ftalk  that  fupported  it.  They  will  even  count 
the  number  of  fcales  on  a  filh,  and  mark  them  out  in  their  repre>- 
fentations,  and  it  is  impoflible  to  imitate  the  brilliant  colours  of 
nature  more  clofely.*  t  brought  home  ieverat  drawinga  of 
plants,  birds,  and'  infeds;  that  have  been  greatly  admired  for 
their  accuracy  and  cloie  colouring  s  but  they  want  that  efl^ 
which  the  proper  application  of  light  and  fliade  never  fails  to 
produce*  The  coloured  i»ints  of  Europe  that  arc  carried  out 
"to  Qmton  are.  copied  (Here  iAih  wonderiul  fidelity;  -  But  in 
doing  this,'<hey  '^xerciTe  no  judgment  of  their  own;  Every  de» 
'  ScGt  and  blcinilh,'  'original  or  licddental,  they  are  fore  to  copy,, 
being  mere  fervil6  ' imitators,' and  not  in  - the  leaft  fteiing-the 
''''force  or  the  beauty  of  iny  Ipecimen  of  the  arts  tbat'-magr  come 
lieftM  diism ;  for  the  &mr^perion  who  is  one  ^tf  emplojned  in 
copying  a  beautifol  European  pridt,  will  fit  dowa  the  next  to  a.  * 

Cbinefe  drawing  replete  with  abfurdity.. 

'»   »'i  •, 

Whatcfcr 
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Whatever  may  be  the  progrefs  of  the  arts  ia  the  port  of 
Canloa,  they  are  not  likely  to  experience  moch  improvemeat 
in  the*  iotciior  puts  of  the  counter,  or  in  the  caf^biL  It  was 
the  pride  rather  of  the  mooazdi,  and  of  hh  miniflert,  dut 
made  them  reject  the  propoial  of  Caftaglione  to  eftablifli  a 
<ehool  for  the  aita,  than  the  apprehcnfion,  as  ftated  b7  the  auS- 
noniries,  that  the  rage  for  painnng  would  become  (b  geoend,  as  ' 
to  be  prejufHdal  to  uiefol  labour. 

Ia  a  country  where  paindng  is  at  fo  knr  an  d>b,  it  would  be 
in  vaiii  to  exped  much  execution  from  the  chiflel.  Gfoceique 
images  of  ideal  bdogs,  and  monftrous  cUftortiona  of  nature,  are 
fiMnetimes  fccn  upon  the  balludrades  of  bridges,  and  In  their 
temples,  where  the  niches  are  filled  with  gigantic  gods  of  baked 
clay,  fometimes  painted  with  gaudy  colours,  and  fometitnes 
plaftered  over  with  gold  leaf,  or  covered  with  a  coat  of  varnifh. 
They  are  as  little  able  to  model  as  to  draw  the  human  figure 
with  any  degree  of  correftnefs.  In  the  whole  empire  there  is 
not  a  ftatue,  a  hewn  pillar,  or  a  column  that  deferves  to  be 
mentioned.  Large  four-iidcd  blocks  of  ftone  or  wood  are  fre- 
quently ereded  near  the  gates  of  cities,  with  infciiptions  upon 
them,  meant  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  certain  didinguifhed 
duiatesi  but  they  are  neither  objedi  of  grandeur  nor  orna- 
ment, having  a  much  cloAir  refemblance  to  a  gallows  than  to 
triumphal  arches,  as  the  miflionaries,  for  what  reaioa  I  know 
not,  have  thought  fit  to  call  them. 

The  intention  of  diefe  monumental  ere&ions  will  appear 
from  ibrne  of  dieir  infcriptions. 

I.  Hmottr 
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Honour  granted  by  the  Ea^erwrm 
Tbe  grat^  odour  rfme  btmdred  yean* 
RairtmeHi,  TranqtdlUtp 

XL 

Em^erw'i  wder,  ' 
Peace  and  Hc^fmfs^ 
Tbehidm^lJfe, 
On  a fiftunaie  doy^  m  the  Stb  month  of  the  $oth  year  of  the 

reign  of  Kien-Long^  this  monument  was  ercElcd  by  the 
Emperors order^  in  honour  of  Liang-iien-pe^  e^ed 

loa  yegru 

The  two  following  arc  infcriptions  on  monuments  that  have 
been  ereded  to  cliaf^e  women,  a  defcriptioa  of  ladies  whom 
the  Chinefe  confider  to  be  rarely  met  with. 

ra. 

Honour  granted  by  the  Emperor, 
Jcy  coldnefs,  Hardfroft, 

IV. 

3^  Empero^t  order* 

The  fweet  fragrance  of  piety  and  virginity. 
Sublime  cbqfiity.  Pure  morals, 

u  u  The 
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The  whole  of  their  architedure,  indeed,  is  as  unfightly 
as  unlolid ;  wiLhout  elegance  or  convenience  of  defign,  and 
without  any  fettled  proportion  ;  mean  in  its  appearance^ 
and  clumfey  in  the  workmanlliip.  Their  pagodas  of  five, 
feven,  and  nine  rounds,  or  roofs,  are  the  ntoft  ftriking  ob- 
je(fls;  but  thoug'i  ihcy  appear  to  be  the  imitations  or,' per- 
liaps,  more  properly  fpcaking,  tlic  models  of  a  fimihr  kind 
of  pyramids  foujid  in  India,  they  arc  neither  fo  well  de- 
figned,  nor  io  wfcli  executed  :  ihcy  arc,  in  f  .l,  lu  very  ill  con- 

flriidcd  that  half  of  them,  without  any  mark^  of  antiquity,  ap- 
pear in  ruins  ;  of  thcfe  ufeiefs  and  wh'imfical  edifices  His  Ma- 
jefty's  garden  at  K,cw  cKhibits  a  fpecimen,  which  is  not  inferior 
in  any  relpccl  to  the  veiy  bell  I  have  met  with  la  China.  The 
height  of  fuch  ftru£lurcs,  and  the  badncfs  of  the  materials  with 
which  they  are  ufually  built,  cootradiA  the  nodoa  that  they 
aifign  asfa  reafon  for  the  lowoefs  of  their  houlei,  which  is^  that 
they  may  efcape  being  thrown  dowa  by  earthipiakeai  In  hJQt^ 
the  tent  ftandt  confelled  in  all  their  dwelling*,  of  which  the 
curved  roof  and  the  wooden  pllian  (in  imitation  of  the  poles) 
forming  a  cdonnade  round  the  ill-biiilt  brick  walls,  dearly  de- 
note the  origins  ^  origjinal  fbim  they  luve  never 
ventured  to  deviate.  Their  temples  are  mollly  conftmaed 
upon  the  fame  plan,  vrith  tlie  addition  a  iecond,  and  ibme» 
dmes  a  tlurd  roof,  one  above  the  otfao^  The  wooden  piIUu« 
that  conftitttte  the  colonnade  are  genenlly  of  larch  fir,  of  no 
icttkd  proportion  between  the  length  and  the  diameter,  and 
they  are  invariably  painted  red  and  ibmetimei  covened  with  a 
coatof  vttoiih. 
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Ad  cuRotn  and  fafliion  arc  not  the  fame  in  any  two  countries, 
it  has  been  contended  by  many  that  there  can  be  no  fuch  thing 
as  true  tafte.  The  advocates  for  tafte  arifing  out  of  cuftom  wili 
fay,  that  no  folid  reafoii  can  be  offered  why  the  pillar  which 
Aipnorts  the  Doric  capital  (hould  be  two  diameters  fhorterthaa 
that  which  luftains  the  Corinthian  ;  and  that  it  is  the  habit  only 
of  feeing  them  thus  conftrudted  that  conftitutes  their  propriety. 
Though  the  rcfpcdlivc  beauties  of  thcfc  particular  columns  may, 
in  parr,  he  felt  from  the  habit  of  obfcrving  them  always  retaining 
a  lettlcd  proportion,  yet  it  mull  be  allowed  that,  in  the  moft 
perfcdl  works  of  nature,  there  appears  a  certain  liarmony  and 
agreement  of  one  part  with  another,  that  without  any  fettled 
proportion  fcldom  fail  to  pleafe.  Few  people  will  difagree 
in  tlicir  ideas  of  a  handfome  tree,  or  an  elegant  flower,  though 
there  be  no  fixed  proportion  between  the  trunk  and  the  branches, 
the  ilowcr  and  the  foot-ftalk.  Proportion,  therefore,  alone,  fs 
not  fufficient  to  conflitute  beauty.  There  muft  be  no  Iliffncfs, 
no  fuddcn  breaking  off  from  a  ftnug|ht  line  to  a  curve ;  but  the 
changes  (houM  be  eafy,  not  vlfible  in  any  paitieolar  part,  but 
ranning  imperceptibly  through  the  whole.  Utility  has  life 
been  confidered  as  one  of  the  coofthoent  parts  of  beauty.  In 
the  Chinefis  column,  labouring  under  an 'enormous  ma&  of 
TooT,  wiihout  either  bafe  or  capital,  there  Is  neither  lymmetry 
of  parts,  nor  eafe,  nor  particular  utility.  Nor  have  the  large 
ill-Jhapen  and  unnatural  figures  of  lions,  dragons,  and  ferpents, 
grinning  on  the  t<^s  and  corners  of  the  roofs,  any  higlier  pre- 
tenfions  to  good  tafte,  to  utility,  or  to  beauty. 
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**  TTie  architedure  of  the  Chinefe,"  fays  one  of  their  enco- 
miaftsj  "  though  it  bears  no  relation  to  that  of  Eumpe  ;  though 
•*  it  has  borrowed  nothing  from  that  of  the  Grttk^,  has  a  cer- 
"  taia  beauty  peculiar  to  itlclF."  It  is  indeed  peculiar  to  itfelf, 
and  the  mifTionarieb  may  be  ailurcJ.  they  arc  the  only  perlons  who 
will  ever  dilcovcr  "  real  palaces  in  the  inaulKms  of  the  Km- 
"  pcror,"  or  to  whom,  "  their  iininenlity,  lyinmctry,  and 
**  magnificence,  will  announce  the  grandeur  of  the  mader  who 
•*  inhabits  them." 

The  hoofe  of  &  prince,  or  a  great  officer  of  date,  in  the  capital, 
u  not  much  diftinguiOied  from  that  of  atnulefman,  except  bj  the 
greater  fpace  of  ground  on  which  it  ftaads,  and  bj  bring  fur- 
rounded  by  a  high  wall.   Our  lodgii^B  in  Pekio  were  in  a 
houie  of  this  de&ription.   The  ground  plot  waa  four  hundred 
bj  three  hundred  feet,  and  it  waa  laid  out  into  ten  or  twelve 
courts,  fome  tuving  two,  Ibme  three,  and  others  four,  tenC> 
ihaped  houTea,  ftanding  on  ftone  terraces  raifed  about  three 
ftet  above  the  court,  which  was  paved  with  tiles.   Galleries  of 
communication,  forming  colonnades  of  red  wooden  piltats, 
were  carried  from  each  building  and  from  one  court  to  an- 
other, fo  that  every  part  of  the  houfe  might  be  vifited  without 
expofure  to  the  fun  or  the  rain.    The  number  <^  wooden  pil- 
lars of  which  the  colonnades  were  formed  was  about  900.  Mod 
of  the  rooms  were  open  to  the  rafters  of  the  roof ;  but  fome 
had  a  flight  ceiling  of  bamboo  laths  covered  with  plafter  ;  and 
the  ladies  apartments  con fifted  of  two  ftories;  the  upper  however 
had  no  light,  and  was  not  fo  good  as  our  common  attics.  The 
llooli  were  laid  with  bricks  or  clay.   The  windows  had  no 
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glafs;  oiled  paper*  orfilk  giuzet  or  pearl  flicH,  or  liom,  were 
ii&d  M  fttbftitutei  for  chb  «rtid6  In  tbe  comers  of  fbuic  of 
die  roome  were  holes  ia  the  ground,  coveted  oyer  widi  flones 
or  wood,  intended  fior  Bce-ptacea,  firom  whence  the  heat  it 

conveyed,  as  in  the  houfes  of  ancient  Rome,  through  fliiet  fn 
the  floor,  or  ia  the  walls,  the  latter  of  which  are  generally- 
whitened  with  lime  made  from  fheUs  and  imported  from  the 
lea  GOaft.    One  room  was  pointed  out  to  us  as  the  theatre.  The 

ftage  was  in  the  middle,  and  a  fort  of  gallery  was  creeled  in 
front  of  it.  A  ftone  room  was  built  in  the  midft  of  a  piece  of 
water,  in  imitation  of  a  palTage  yacht,  and  one  of  the  courts 
was  roughened  with  rocks,  with  points  and  precipices  and 
excavations,  as  a  reprefentatioa  of  nature  in  miniature.  On 
the  ledges  of  thefe  were  meant  to  be  placed  their  favourite 
flowers  and  Auuted  trees,  for  which  chey  are  famous. 

There  b  not  a  water-dolet,  nor  a  decent  phoe  of  retirement 
in  all  China.  Somedmet  a  (tick  ia  placed  over  a  hole  in  a  cor* 
ner,  hut  in  general  they  malce  ufe  of  large  earthen  jars  with 
narrow  topi.  In  the  great  houle  we  occupied  was  a  walled 
indofure,  widi  a  row  of  dBuIl  fquare  holea  of  brickwork  funk 
in  the  ground. 

Next  to  the  pagodas,  the  moft  confptcuous  objedls  are  the 
gates  of  cities.  Thele  are  generally  Iquare  buildings,  carried 
fevcral  iloru  s  above  the  arched  gateway  and,  like  the  temples,  are 
covered  witli  one  or  more  large  proje^ing  roofs.  But  tbe  moft 
ftupendous  work  of  this  country  ia  the  great  wall  that  dividei 
It  from  northern  Tartary.  It  it  bdh  eudly  upon  die  fiuno 
plan  aa  die  waU  of  Fekin,  being  a  qiouod  of  earth  caled  on 

each 
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to  fvttk  bridb  or  ftoiWi  Tbt  «lloniiIi!af  mtgnitadtf  of 
^  &bdck  coafifts  aot  ib  much  in  ^pl«a  of  the  wock,  « in 
«lw  immcofc  diftanoe  ti  Sham  hmdnd  vA\m  over  wUch  it 
ii-eiEtMMlcd|  mwr  moMitaliw  of  tire  and  three  thoaftnd  feet  In 
iMght,  aevpTs  deejp  vatUes  and  rfven.  Bat  the  elevations,  phnt, 
and  ftftbnt  of  tfala  wall  afid  tta  towen  have  heen  taken  ^h 
inch  tnrih  and  accuracy  by  the  late  CsptMn  P^(h,  of  the  Royal 
ArdUery,  that  all  further  defcription  would  be  fuperflaoOf. 
They  are  to  be  found  in  SlrOeorge  B(aancon*s  vahiable  account 
of  the  eaibaflfy  to  Chkuu  . 

The  fame  Emperor,  who  is  faid  to  have  committed  tlic  bar- 
harous  acl  of  deftroying  the  wodu  of  the  learned,  ralfed  this 
.Ullpendous  fabric,  which  has  no  parallel  in  the  whole  world, 
not  even  in  the  pyramids  of  Fgypt,  the  rnaj';nitude  of  the  largeft 
of  thcfc  coatainiiij];  only  a  very  I  mall  portion  of  the  quantity  of 
matter  comprehended  in  the  great  wall  of  China.    This  indeed 
is  fo  enormous,  that  admitting,  what  I  believe  has  never  been 
denied,  it"^  Icni^th  to  be  fifteen  hundred  m;le5,  and  the  dimca- 
lions  ihrouL;hout  pretty  much  tlic  fame  as  where  k  was  crofled 
by  the  Biuiih  Embafly,  the  materials  of  all  the  dwclling-houfes 
of  England  antl  Scotland,  fuppofmg  them  to  amount  to  one 
mllliofi  eight  hundred  thoufand,  and  to  average  on  the  whole 
two  tiu:)ufand  cubic  f««t  of  aufooxy  or  brick-work,  are  barely 
•Ittivakat  to  the  bolfc  or  6Md  oootenta  of  the  great  wall  of 
GUoib  Nor  an  the  projeaing  maOy  (owotof  ftone  and  hriefc 
■MiMod  lA  Ifab  caMatkn.  ThtSt  ahme,  fuppo^ng  theoi  ia 
twtflnnr  thMmghliit  m  te*-fliot  diflMee*'       oakoliacd  to 
coDlHoas  ■uKb*iDifiMf7  and  hkiikwoffc  a»  all  Loodoi*  To 
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give  aootbcr  idea  of  the  luft  of  madcr  ia  thU  ftapendous  £dirie» 
it  may  be  obftmd,  tbat  it  is  moce  fkaa  fuffieient  to  fiuround 
the  drcBinfeieiice  of  the  cifth  on  two  of  ite  greet  dides^ 
with  two  walli^  each  fix  feet  high  aad  two  feet  thick !  It  k  to 
he  underftood,  however,  that  in  thia  caleulatioa  ia  iiuliided  the 
earthy  past  ia  the  middle  of  the  wi^« 

Tiirntog  from  an  objeO,  which  the  great  Dodor  Johnfim 
wai  of  opimon would  boaa  heaovf  to  any  onv  to  &y  that  hia 
grandfather  had  feen,  anothet  piefisntt  itielf  icarcdy  iolertor  ia 
point  of  giattdeor,  and  greatly  esoeUing  it  ia  general  utilicy. 
This  it  what  haauiuallyfaeeB  called  the:  ioiperial  or  grand  canat, 

an  inland  navigation  of  foch  extent  and  magnitude  as  to  ftand 
varivatted  in  the  hiftoiy  of  the  world  I  may  fafely  fay  that, 
in  point  of  magmtode,  our  moa  eslenfive  inland  navigation  of 
Engbuid  can  no  more  be  compaied  to  Ae  grand  trunk  that 
iaterfeaa  China,  than  a  park  or  gaidea  i£b-pood  to  the  greac 
lake  of  Wioaadermeie.  The  Cbinefe  alcribc  an  antiquity  to 
.dkis  work  higher  by  many  centuries  than  to  that  of  the  great 
waU ;  hot  the  Tartars  pretend  it  was  firft  opened  in  the  thir* 
teenth  century  under  the  Moagul  government.  The  probabU 
lity  ia«  diat  an  efoninate  and  fliamefui  adaimftradoa  had  fu£> 
fixed  it  to  fall  into  desay,  and  that  thil  more  aftive  Tartar* 
cau&d  it  to  undeiso  a  thorough  repair  :  at  picfcnt  it  exhibits  no 
appearances  of  great  antiquity-  The  bridges,  the  ftone  piers  of 
tfaeflood-gates,  tiie  qMy»,andtheieuimngv7aiU  of  the  earthen 
emhaakments  are  comparatively  nc^.  Whether  it  haa  orlgi- 
nally  been  conftniaed  by  Chinefe  or  Tartars,  the  conception 
ef  fuch  an  u«Iertridii&  andihe  manner  ia  wlwch  it  is  executed. 

implj 
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imply  a  degree  of  fcience  and  ingenuity  beyond  wliit  I  fufpea 
'we  Ihould  now  find  in  the  country,  either  in  one  or  the  other 
of  theie  people.  The  general  furfoce  of  the  country  and  other 
ftvourable  drcumftancea  have  contributed  very  materially  to 
affiatheprojedor,  but  a  great  deal  of  fciU  and  management,  as 
well  aa  of  immenfe  labour,  are  conTpicuous  throughout  th$ 
whole  worL 

I  fliall  endeavour  to  convey,  in  a  few  words,  a  general  idea  of 
the  principles  on  which  this  grand  undertaking  has  been  carried 
on.  All  the  rivers  of  note  in  China  &II  from  the  high  Unds  of 
Tartary,  which  Ue  to  the  northward  of  Thibet,  croffing  the 
plains  of  this  empire  in  their  delcent  to  the  fea  from  weft  to 
eaft.  The  inland  navigation  bemg  carried  from  north  to  fouth 
cuts  thefe  rivers  at  right  angles,  the  fmalier  fireams  of  which 
terminating  in  it  aflford  a  cooftant  fuppty  of  water';  and  the 
three  great  rivers,  the  Eu^n  to  the  north,  the  Tdbm  river  to- 
Avards  the  middle,  and  the  rafig-t/ckioiig  to  the  fouth,  inteiw 
feaing  the  canal,  carry  off  the  fuperfluous  water  to  the  fea.. 
The  former,  therefore,  are  Xhtfeetkrs,  and  the  latter  the  dS/: 
'€bargirt,  of  the  great  trunk  of  the  canal!  A  number  of  diffi. 
cultles  muft  have  arifen  in  accommodatingthc  general  level  of  the 
canal  to  the  feveral  levels  of  the  feeding  ftreams  j  for  notwith- 
ftanchng  all  the  favourable  circumftances  of  the  face  of  the 
country,  it  has  been  found  ncceflary  in  many  places  to  cut 
down  to  the  depth  of  fixty  or  feventy  feet  below  the  furface  •  and 
in  others,  to  raife  mounds  of  earth  upon  lakes  and  fwamiis  and 
marOiy  grounds,  of  fnch  a  length  and  magnitude  that  nothing 
ihort  of  the  abiolutc  command  over  multitudes  could  have  a^ 

compltihed 
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comp1t(hed  an  undertaking,  whofe  immenlity  is  only  exceeded 
hj  the  great  wall.-  Thefe  gigantic  embankments  are  Ibme- 
times  carried  through  lakes  of  feveral  miles  in  diameter,  be- 
tween wlni  h  the  water  is  forced  up  to  a  licight  conficlTahljr 
above  that  of  the  lake;  and  in  fuch  lituations  we  fometimesob> 
fervcd  thisenormou3  aquedud  gliding  along  at  the  rate  of  three 
miles  an  hour.  Few  parts  of  it  arc  level :  in  feme  places  it  has 
little  or  no  current ;  one  day  we  bad  it  fetting  to  the  fouthward  at 
the  rate  of  one,  two,  or  three  miles  an  hour,  the  next  to  the  north* 
ward,  and  frequently  on  the  fame  day  we  found  it  ftatlonary, 
and  running  in  oppofite  diretftions.  This  balancing  of  the  level 
was  effeded  by  flood-gates  thrown  acrofs  at  certain  diftances  to 
elevate  or  dcprcfs  the  height  of  the  water  a  few  inches,  as  might 
appear  to  be  neceflary;  and  thefe  ftoppnr^es  are  (Imply  planks 
Hiding  in  grooves,  that  are  cut  into  the  lides  of  two  flone  abut- 
ments, wliich  in  thefe  places  contrail  the  canal  to  the  width  of 
about  thirty  feet.  There  is  not  a  lock  nor,  except  ihcfc,  a  fingle 
interruption  to  a  continued  navigation  of  fix  hundred  miles. 

The  moft  remarkalile  parts  of  this  extraordinary  work  will 
be  noticed  in  a  following  chapter,  deicriptive  of  our  journey 
through  the  empire. 

Over  this  main  trunk,  and  mofl  of  the  other  canals  and  rivers, 
are  a  great  variety  of  bridges,  fomc  with  arches  that  are  pointed 
not  unlike  the  gothic,  fome  femicircular,  and  others  fhaped  like  a 
horfe-fhoe  ;  fome  have  the  piers  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  height 
that  the  largeft  veflcls,  of  two  hundred  tons,  fail  under  them 
without  ftriking  their  mails.    Some  of  their  bridges,  of  three, 
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five»  and  fevcn  arches*,  that  crofs  the  canali  are  extreme!;^ 
light  and  beautiful  to  the  eye,  but  the  plan  on  which  they  are 
ufually  conftruftcd  does  not  Imply  much  flrength.  Each 
ftone,  from  five  to  ten  feet  in  length,  is  cat  ib  as  to  form  a  fcg- 
ment  of  the  arch,  and  as,  in  luch  cafes,  there  is  no  key-ftone, 
ribs  of  wood  fitted  to  the  convexity  of  the  arch  arc  bolted 
through  the  ftones  by  iron  bars,  fixed  tad  into  the  Iblid  puts  of 
the  bridge.  Sometimes,  however,  they  are  without  wood,  and 
the  curved  ftoaes  are  morticed  into  long  tranfverfe  blocks  of 
ftoae,  as  in  tfaraaoesed  plate,  ^riiich  w»  dr»wa  with  gi^ 
iCQuracy  by  My.  Alemoder. 

Ill  thia  Platen 

Mo.  I.  Anftonetcnttotlleeiirveoftheaith  loftetloag^ 
fl.  An  tnMiMnfe  floof^  &  feet  fqiuune,  of  the  wholo 
diptk  of  die  aidfe 

3.  Curved  ftonce,  7*  feet  long. 

4.  Ditto,  5  feet, 

5.  Ditto,  3t  feet. 

6.  Dittp,  3  feet. 

7.  Ditto,  3  htL 

8.8.  Stones  fimilar  to  No.  2.  being  each  one  entire 
piece  running  through  the  bridge,  and  intended, 
it  would  feem,  to  bind  the  fabric  together  as  the 
pillars  9.9.  are  morticed  into  them. 

There  are,  however,  other  arches  wherein  the  ftones  are  fmaller 
and  poiated  to  a  centre  is  in  ours.  I  have  iinderftood  btm 

*  A  bridge  wiUi  otaety-  one  nxcha  will  be  noticed  in  a  faUeqn«iu  cbapter. 

the 


Digitized  by  Google 


« 


,  l"'t  J  :  1?  'I  *  'I  V.'.'.     •.  , 
■   1      ■       !•    'It  i'o  1-    .  '  •  ' 

•       <•  •'•    liy  J  i'»o  ?'».  I 

I'viJ .    •.h'iirtl*/  uto  .!  -  . 'i.i  I  rt'«  t* 

.,  "I  i\»'.jv« .1-  V  '  ')»,  u!  »     -u,  a 

.  «.r;'  :    !  *.••      '  t*- »*  •« .    '  '  ;!* 

'  t'  .  **.  A=  x«'  -.:  r. 


"  •  rt.  i\t:  :...*va  ..f      uiv  :  i 


'  •  Ijtt'iii"'  Cf-V.:'  Kc.  2.  bilr.g  ct. -s  ,  .-.  r 
r,*er  'I.:..'  .1*  *'s?  the  ^jitv-*,  aud  ia"  •  J 
i  •        .  the:  .1.  i  .  ':«g<  .  r  . 

..'..»•  •    •  ..  :r     • ,      V  '  -r'-r       il  .      .i.-f  :'■  .  i" 

):  ;i  >•  ■         .      as  !  •  CIS.     i  .       :  U  iCCxilj  \ 


f 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 


V 

1 

I 


I 


I 

I 


Digitized  by  Co 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA. 


■  the  late  Captain  Parifli,  that  no  mafonry  could  be  fuperlor  to 
that  of  the  great  wall,  and  that  all  the  arched  and  vaulted  work 
in  the  old  towers  exceedingly  well  turned.  This  being 
the  cafe,  we  may  probably  be  not  far  amiia  in  allowiag  th« 
ChioeTe  to  have  employed  this  uiefal  and  ornamental  part  ^ 
architeiSlare  before  it  was  known  to  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans* 
Neither  the  Egyptians  nor  tlie  Perfians  appear  «t  any  time  (n 
have  applied  it  in  their  biddings.  The  nuas  of  Hiebes  and 
of  Perfepolis  have  no  arches,  nor  have  thole  of  Balbee  «ai 
Palmyra;  nor  do  they  feem  to  have  been  mudi  vfed  in  the 
magnificent  buildings  of  Ac  Romans  antecedent  to  tSit  dme  of 
Auguftus.  The  grand  and  <l<gant  columns  of  all  tfaeie  nationi 
were  connected  by  ftraight  arehinRaves  of  ftone,  of  dimenliona 
»ot  inftrior  to  the  columns  themfelveB.  In  the  Hindoo  excav*. 
tions  are  arches  cut  out  of  the  folid  mountain ;  but  when  loole 
ftones  were  employed,  and  a  building  was  intended  to  be  fuper- 
ftru^d  on  columns,  the  ftones  abore  the  capitals  were  owlatd 
like  inverted  fteps,  till  they  met  in  a  point  in  the  middle  above 
the  two  columns,  appearing  at  a  little  diftance  exadlly  like  the 
gothic  arch,  of  which  this  might  have  given  the  firft  idea.  If 
then  the  antiquity  be  admitted  which  the  Chinefe  afcribe  to 
the  building  of  the  great  wall,  and  no  reafon  but  a  negative  one, 
the  filence  of  Marco  Polo,  has  been  oflfered  againft  it  (an  obi> 
jedUon  eafily  refuted),  they  have  a  claim  to  the  inventiop  of  kbi 
arch  founded  on  no  unfolid  grounds. 

The  cemettnea»  or  repofitorlcs  of  the  dead,  exhibit  a  mudi 
greater  variety  of  monumental  archite^ure  than  the  dwellings 
fif  tbn  living  can  boaft  of.  Some  indeeiliqpfiAt  ^  iCQoains  ef 
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their  anceftors  in  houfes  that  differ  in  nothing  from  thofe  they 
inhabited  while  living,  except  in  their  diminutive  fizc ;  others 
prefer  a  fquare  vault,  ornamented  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fancy  may 
fuggeft  ;  fome  make  choice  of  a  hexagon  to  cover  the  deceafed, 
and  others  of  an  odtagon.  The  round,  the  triangular,  the  fquare, 
and  multangular  column,  is  indifferently  raifed  over  the  grave 
of  a  Chinefc ;  but  the  moft  common  form  of  a  monument  to 
the  remains  of  perfons  of  rank  confifts  in  three  terraces,  one 
above  another,  inclofed  by  circular  walls.  The  door  or  en- 
trance of  the  vault  is  in  the  centre  of  the  uppermoft  terrace, 
covered  with  an  appropriate  infcription  ;  and  figures  of  flaves 
and  horfes  and  cattle,  with  other  creatures  that,  when  living, 
were  fubfervient  to  them  and  added  to  their  pleafures,  are  em- 
ployed after  their  death  to  decorate  the  terraces  of  their 
tombs. 

"  Qii»  gratia  cumlm  ^ 
fi  "  Armonimque  fuit  t'ivU,  qux  curn  nitentes 

^.^  "  Pafccre  cquoi,  eaJem  fequitur  icllure  repoftos." 

VmciL,  iExsio  vL 

Thofe  pleafing  care*  the  heroes  felt,  alive,  * 
Forchariou,  (Iccdi,  and  arms,  in  death  furvive."   Pitt.  " 

It  may  be  confidered  as  fuperfluous,  af  er  what  has  been  faid, 
to  obferve,  that  no  branch  of  natural  philofophy  is  made  a 
ftudy,  or  a  purfuit  in  China.  The  practical  application  of 
fome  of  the  moft  obvious  effedts  produced  by  natural  caufes 
could  not  efcape  the  obfcrvation  of  a  people  who  had,  at  an 
early  period,  attained  fo  high  a  degree  of  civilization,  but,  fatiC- 
fied  with  the  pradical  part,  they  puilied  their  enquiries  no  far- 
ther.   Of  pneumatics,  bydroitatics,  ele^ricity,  and  magnetifm, 
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tbey  may  be  ftid  to  have,  little  or  no  knowledge;  and  their 
optics  extend  not  beyond  the  nuking  of  convex  end  eonceve 
lenfesof  rock  ciyibi)  to  effift  the  fight  in  magnifying,  or  throw- 
ing more  rays  apoa»  fmall  ol^eds  and,  by  coUeding  to  a  focns 
the  rays  of  the  fun,  to  let  fire  to  combuftlble  fubftances.  Thefe 
lenfes  are  cut  with  a  Skw  and  afterwards  poUlhed,  the  powder 
of  cryftal  being  ufisd  in  both  operations.  To  polifl&  diamonds 
they  make  ufe  of  the  powder  of  adamantine  Ipar,  or  the  corun- 
dum ftone.  In  cutting  difierent  kinds  of  ftone  into  groups  of 
figures,  houfes,  mountains,  and  fometimes  into  whole  lan^ 
icapcs,  they  difoover  more  of  perfevering  labour,  o(  a  deCermi*  . 
Iiadon  to  fubdue  difficulties,  which  were  not  worth  the  fubdu* 
ing,  than  real  ingenuity.  Among  the  many  remarkable  in- 
(bnces  of  this  kind  of  labour,  there  Is  one  in  the  pofleifion  of 
the  Right  Honourable  Charles  Greville,  that  deferves  to  be 
noticed.  It  is  a  group  of  well  formed,  excavated,  and  highly 
ornamented  bottles,  covered  with  foliage  and  figures,  raifed  in 
the  manner  of  the  antique  Cameos^  with  moveable  ring-handles, 
Handing  on  a  bafe  or  pedeftal,  the  whole  cut  out  of  one  fotid 
block  of  clear  rock  cryftal.  Yet  this  laborious  trifle  was  pro- 
bably fold  for  a  few  dollars  in  China.  It  was  bought  in  Lon- 
don for  about  thirty  pounds,  where  it  could  not  have  been 
made  for  many  times  that  fum,  if,  indeed,  it  could  have  been 
made  at  all.  All  their  fpe^acles  that  I  hnve  feen  were  cryftal 
fet  in  horn,  tortoife-fhell,  or  ivory.  The  lingle  microfcope  is 
in  common  ufe,  but  they  have  never  hit  upoji  the  rffeft  of  ap- 
proximating objtds  by  combining  two  or  more  Icnies,  a  difco- 
very  indeed  to  which  in  Europe  we  are  more  indebted  to  chance 
than  to  the  rcluU  of  icicotific  enquiry.    I  obferved  at  Tuen-viin- 
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yuen  a  rude  kind  of  magic  lantern,  and  a  camera  obfcurii, 
neither  of  which,  although  evidently  of  Chinefe  workmanfhip, 
appeared  to  wear  the  marks  of  a  national  invention.  I  Hiould 
rather  conclude,  that  they  were  part  of  thofe  ftriking  and  curious 
experiments  which  the  early  Jcfuits  difplayed  at  court,  in  order 
to  adonifh  the  Emperor  with  their  profound  (kill,  and  raife 
their  reputation  as  men  of  learning.  Of  the  ombres  Cbinoifes 
they  may,  perhaps,  claim  the  invention,  and  in  pyrotechny 
their  ingenuity  mny  be  reckoned  much  fuperior  to  any  thing 
which  has  hitherto  been  exhibited  in  that  art  in  Europe. 

A  convex  lens  is  among  the  ufual  appendages  to  the  tobacco 
pipe.  With  thefe  they  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  lighting  their 
pipes.  Hence  the  great  burning  lens  made  by  Mr.  Parker  of 
Fleet-Street,  and  carried  out  among  the  prefcnts  for  the  Em- 
peror, was  an  objcdl  that  excited  no  admiration  in  the  minds  of 
the  Chinefe.  The  difficulty  of  making  a  lens  of  fuch  magni- 
tude perfeS,  or  free  from  flaw,  and  its  extraordinary  powers 
could  not  be  underftood,  and  confequently  not  appreciated  by 
them  :  and  although  in  the  fhorl  fpace  of  four  feconds  it  com- 
pletely melted  down  one  of  their  bafe  copper  coins,  when  the 
fun  was  more  than  forty  degrees  beyond  the  meridian,  it  made 
no  impreflion  of  furprize  on  their  uninformed  minds.  The 
only  enquiry  they  made  about  it  was,  whether  the  fubftance 
was  cryftal ;  but  being  informed  it  was  glafs,  they  turned  away 
with  a  fort  of  difdain,  as  if  they  would  fay.  Is  a  lump  of  glafs  a 
proper  prefent  to  offer  to  our  great  Whang-tee  f  The  prime  mi- 
nifter,  Ho-tcbttng-tong^  in  order  to  convince  us  how  very  fami- 
liar articles  of  fuch  a  nature  were  to  him,  lighted  his  pipe  very 
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compoiedly  at  the  focus,  but  had  a  narrow  eicape  fimn  Cng^Rg; 
his  fatda  fleeve,  whkh  would  certainly  have  happened  had  i 
not  fp,wea  him  a  fudden  puih.  He  feemed,  however,  to  he  iiM* 
fisnfible  of  his  danger,  and  walked  off  imdiouC  the  leaft  eoo* 
cem. 

Indeed,  in  fete^ing  the  many  viluable  profeata  xdatb^^  to 
fcience,  their  knowledge  and  learning  had  been  grenfy  over^ 
rated.  They  had  little  cAeem  for  what  diey  could  not  com- 
prehend, and  fpeciment  of  art  ftnred  only  to  ejccke  thdr  jea<* 
loufy,  and  to  wound  their  pride.  Whenever  a  foture  emba^ 
fliatl  be  Tent  to  Pekin,  I  ihooid  tecommend  articles  of  gold^ 
filvcr,  and  fteel,  children's  toys  and  trinkets,  and  perhaps  a 
few  fi^ecimens  of  Deri>yihive  £p»Ty  with  the  fined:  broad-clod^ 
and  kerfey meres,  in  preference  to  all  others ;  for  in  theii;  pre^ 
fent  date,  they  are  totally  incapable  of  app|xdaiii)g  any  thiq^ 
great  or  excellent  in  the  arts  and  iiuences. 

To  alleviate  the  aiHidions  of  mankind,  and  to  afluage  the 
pains  which  the  human  frame  ia  liable  to  fufl«r,  muft  have 
been  among  the  earlieft  ftudies  of  civiUzed  Society ;  and  accord* 
ingly^  iu  the  hi(\ory  of  ancient  Idngdoms,  we  find  the  pra^ip 
tioners  of  the  healing  art  regarded  even  to  adoration.  Chi- 
ron, the  preceptor  of  Achilles,  and  the  maftcr  of  i£fculapiu8, 
was  transferred  to  the  heavens,  where  he  ftill  fliines  under  thc- 
name  of  Sagittarius.    Among  cheie  nations,  indeed,  which  we 
call  favage,  there  is  ufually  fhewn  a  more  than  ordinary  refpcdl 
for  fuch  of  their  countrymen  as  are  moft  fkilled  in  removing .  - 
obftcudions,  allaying  tumors,  healing  bruifes,  and,  generally 
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fpealcmg,  who  can  apply  relief  to  mifery.    But  the  Chinefc, 
who  fcem  to  differ  in  their  opinions  from  all  the  reft  of  maa^ 
kind,  whether  civilized  or  favage,  pay  Utile  refped  to  the 
therapeuiick  art.    They  have  eftabliflied  no  public  fchools  for 
the  ftudy  of  medicine,  nor  does  the  purfuit  of  it  lead  to  honours, 
rank,  or  fortune.    Such  as  take  up  the  profefTion  are  generally 
of  an  inferior  clafs  ;  and  the  eunuchs  about  the  palace  are  con» 
fidered  among  their  bcft  phyficians.    According  to  their  own 
'  account,  the  books  on  medicine  cfcaped  the  fire,  by  which  they 
pretend  the  works  of  learning  were  confumed,  in  the  reign  of 
Sbee-wbang-tee^  two  hundred  years  before  the  Chriftian  era ; 
and  yet  the  beft  of  their  medical  books  of  the  prefent  day  are 
little  belter  than  mere  herbals,  fpecifying  the  names  and  enu- 
merating the  qualities  of  certain  plants.    The  knowledge  of 
thcfc  plants  and  of  their  fuppofed  virtues  goes  a  great  way  towards 
conftituting  a  phyfician.    Thofe  raoft  commonly  employed  are 
gin-fing,  rhubarb,  and  China-root.    A  few  preparations  arc 
alfo  found  in  their  pharmacopoeia  from  the  animal  and  the  mi- 
neral kingdoms.    In  the  former  they  employ  fnakes,  beetle?, 
centipedes,  and  the  aurelia:  of  the  filk  worm  and  other  infeds; 
the  meloe  and  the  bee  are  ufed  for  blifters.    In  the  latter,  falt- 
pctre,  fulphur,  native  cinnabar,  and  a  few  other  articles  arc 
occafionally  prefcribed.    Opium  is  taken  as  a  medicine,  but 
more  generally  as  a  cordial  to  exhilarate  the  fpirits.  Though  the 
importation  of  this  drug  is  ftridly  prohibited,  yet,  as  I  have 
before  obferved,  vaft  quantities  are  annually  fmuggled  into  the 
country  from  Bengal  and  from  Europe,  through  the  connivance 
of  the  cuftom-houfc  officers. 
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The  phyiiology  of  the  human  bodf,  or  the  do<flrlne  which 
explains  the  conditution  of  man,  h  neither  underdood,  nor 
■confidered  as  neceOfary  to  be  known ;  and  their  (kill  in  patho- 
logy, or  in  the  caufes  and  effects  of  dikafes,  is  extremely  li- 
mited, vcr /  often  abfurd,  and  generally  erroneous.  The  feat 
of  m':)^  difciilcs  a"e,  in  fad,  fiippofed  to  be  difcoverahle  by 
feeling  the  pnlfe,  agreeably  to  a  fyftem  built  upon  principles 
tl)e  moft  wild  and  extravagant.  Having  no  knowledge  what- 
foever  of  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  notwithllanding  the  Je- 
fuits  have  made  no  fcruple  in  aflerting  it  was  well  known  to 
them  long  before  EuroperinG  had  any  idea  of  it,  they  imagine, 
that  every  particular  part  of  the  human  body  has  a  particular 
pulfe  afligned  to  it,  and  that  thefe  have  all  a  corrclponding  and 
fympatlictic  pullc  in  the  arm  ;  thus,  tlier  luppofe  one  pulfe  to 
be  iitualed  in  the  heart,  anothtr  in  the  lungs,  a  third  in  the 
kidneys,  and  fo  forth  ;  and  thefklll  of  the  doclor  confuls  in  dif- 
covering  the  prevailing  pulfe  in  the  body,  by  its  fympathetic  pul> 
fatioiM  in  the  arm ;  and  the  mummery  made  ufe  of  on  fuch  occa- 
fioDi  U  highly  luificroua. 

By  eating  too  freely  of  unripe  fruit  at  Cbu-fan  I  had  a  vio- 
lent attack  of  cholera  morbus^  and  on  application  being  made  to 
the  governor  for  a  little  opium  and  rhubarb,  he  immediately 
difpatched  to  me  one  of  his  phylicUns.  With  a  counicaance 
as  graTe  and  a  folemnity  as  fettled,  as  ever  was  exhibited  in  a 
ooofuhadon  over  a  doubtful  cafe  ia  Loodoii  or  Edlnlmrgh,  he 
.fixed  his  ejes  vpoa  the  eeiiing,  i^e  he  held  my  hand,  be- 
l^noing  «l  the  wrift,  and  proceediog  towards,the  heodlng  of 
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llie  dbow,  preffing  fomedoMS  h$ti  with  one  . finger,  tnd  cheo 
Kght  with  another,  as  if  he  ivat  romimg  over,  the  keji  of  • 
harpficocd.  .  Thia  peifbrmaace  oontiinied  about  ten  minuiea  u» 
fijlemn  filence,  after  which  he  let  go  my  haod  and  pronounced 
'taj  CDBiplatnt  to  have  arifen  from  eating  fomething  that  had 
di&greed  with  the  (lomach.  I  (hall  not  take  upon  me  to  de> 
cide  whether  this  condufion  waa  drawn  fipom  his  {kill  in  the- 
polfe,  or  from  a  conjedture  of  the  nature  of  the  complaint 
from  the  mcdtcioes  that  had  been  demanded,  and  which  met 
^ith  hia.  entire  approbation,  or  frook  a  knowledge  of  the  £a£tm 

Le  Compte,  who  had  Icfs  reafon  to  be  cautious,  from  hi»- 
'■having  left  the  country,  than  other  millionaries  who  are  doomed 
> (a  remain  there  for  life,  pofitivcly  (ays,  that  the  phyficians  al- 
ways endeavour  to  make  thcmfclves  fecretly  acquainted  witlk 
cafe  of  the  patient,  before  they  pronounce  upon  ir,  as  their 
•reputation  depends  more  on  their  aflignang  the  true  caufe  of  the 
diforder  than  on  the  cure.    He  then  proceeds  to  tell  a  ftory  of 
a  friend  of  his  who,  being  troubled  with  a  fwelling,  fent  for  a 
Chinefe  phyfician.     This  genilemau  told  liim  very  pravcly, 
that  it  was  occafioned  by  a  fmall  worm  which,  unlefs  extracted 
by  his  (kill,  would  ultimately  produce  gangrene  and  certaia 
dioath.    Accordingly  one  day  after  the  tumour,  by  tiie  appHca- 
tlon  of  a  few  poultices,  was  getting  better,  the  doClor  contrived 
to  drop  upon  the  removed  poultice  a  little  maggot,  for  the  ex- 
''tra£^ion  of  which  he  aniimcd  to  himfelf  no  (raall  degree  of 
nerit.    Le  Compte  a  iloiies^  however,,  are <aot  ^dwajs  to  i>e. 
•d«pead«doo* 
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The  prf«fli  are  illb  •  Uiid-of  doCtosSf  and  make  plaiftets for 
a  Tariflty  of  purpofes^  ibmcto  draw  out  tIw.dlftBfe  to  iht^p/an 
applied,  ibmc  at  elwniM  againft.  the.  evit  fpirit,  and:  othect 
^hkh  thej  prdand  toi  be  apfarodifiac;  all  of  ^ndiicb,  and 
.  the  laft  in  pirticttlar,  aie  in  great  deaiand  among  the  weakhy; 
In  this  refpedt  the  Qiinefe  agree  with  mod  nations  of  and* 
quity,  whofe  priefts  were  generally  employed  as  phynciani. 
The  number  of  quaclu  and  vendm  of  noftnims  is  loimenfe  in 
every  city  who  gu«  a  livelihood  by  the  credulity  oi  the 
multitude.  One  of  this  defcnpttoa  exhibited  in  the  public 
fireets  of  Canton  a  powder  for  laieaa  a  ipedfic  for  the  bite  dT 
a  fnake}  and  to  convince  the  crowd  of  its  immediate  efficacy, 
he  carried  with  him  a  j^ecies  of  this* reptile,  whofe  Infe  was 
known  to  be  extremely  venemous*  He  applied  the  moitth  of 
the  animal  to  the  tip  of  his  tongue,  which  began  to  iwett  ft 
Tery  rapidly,  diat  in  a  £ew  minutes  the  month  was  nd  lonjger 
able  to  contain  it.  The  intumefccnce  continued  till  it  fcemed 
to  burft,  and  exhibited  a  ihocktng  fight  of  foaaa  and  faiooi^ 
during  which  the  quack  appeared  in  extreme  agonies,  and  ex- 
cited thecommifcration  of  all  the  bye-ftanders.  In  the  height 
of  the  paroxyfm  he  applied  a  little  of  his  powder  to  the  nofe 
and  the  inflamed  member,  after  which  it  gradually  fubfided, 
and  the  diforder  dtfappearcd.  Though  the  probability  in  the 
latf  of  any  one  perfon  being  bit  with  a  ihake  was  npCJiii 
perhaps  than  a  hundred  thouland  to  one,  yet  every  pcrfon  prc- 
ISent  bought  of  the  miraculous  powder,  till  a  fly  fellow  mali- 
cioufly  fuggefted  that  the  whole  of  this  fcene  might  probably 
have  been  peifoimed  by  means  of  a  bladder  concealed  in  the 
mouth. 
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But  the  ufual  remedy  for  the  bite  of  a  fnakc  is  a  topical  ap- 
plication of  fulphur,  or  the  bruifcd  liead  of  the  fame  animal 
that  gave  the  wound.  The  coincidence  of  fuch  an  txtravap;ant 
idea  among  nations  as  remote  from  each  other  as  the  etjuator 
from  the  pole  is  iufficieatlj  remarkable.  A  Roaua  poet 
obimesa 

*'  Qnum  nocuic  fopoU!*  fator  apnt  illius  apce 
M  VulacrUNujoiifh  fiutt        htnci jt  ipfa." 

Strpmi  dt  MtditM. 

If  to  a  fcrp«nt's  bite  its  lie  id  l>e  Ui J, 

Twill  heal  the  wound  which  bj  icfelf  was  matk. 

The  naked  legs  of  the  Hbttentoci  are  fiequeotly  ftung  by  Icoi^ 
pions,  and  they  inTariably  endeavour  to  catch  the  animal^  which 
diey  hniUe  and  apply  to  the  wound,  being  confident  of  the 
cnre;  theJaTanefe,  or  inhabitants  of  Java,  are  fully  perfuaded 
of  die  efficacy  of  fuch  application }  and  the  author  above  quoted 
oblenres  with  regard  to  the  fling  <tf  tlua  infeft» 

*  Vnliieribafqoe  aptoib  fotar  rerocwe  Tencnam.** 

Bcwg.  applied  to  tlie  wound*  it  is  £ud  lo  draw  out  the  poifoft. 

As  it  is  ft  viotadon  of  good  morals  for  a  gentleman  to  be  feeft 
In  company  with  ladies,  much  more  fo  to  touch  the  hands  of 
the  fdr,  the  ficulty  rather  than  lofe  «  fee,  though  it  commonly 
amounts  only  to  fifty  tcheit,  or  the  twentieth  part  cf  fix  IhiUings 
and  eight-pence,  have  contrived  an  ingenious  way  of  feeling  *a 
lady's  pulle:  a  fitken  cord  being  made  faft  to  the  wrift  the 
patient  b'pafled  through  a  hole  in  the  wainfcot  into  another 
apartmcpt  where  tiie  do^r,  applying  his  hand  to  the  cord, 
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after  t  doe  obfemnce  of  iblemn  fflocker7,  deeidev  upon  die 
cifeand  prelcribesacccmliogly.  About  court,  however,  apar<- 
ticular  clafi  of  eunuchs  only  are  entrufted  with  feeling  the  pnUe 
of  the  Udies. 

The  crowded  manner  in  whldi  the  common  people  li?e  to- 
gether in  fmall  apartments  in  all  the  dties,  the  confined  ftreets 
and,  above  all,  the  want  of  deanlineft  in  thdr  perfons,  b^ec 
fometimes  contagk>u^  difeales  that  Areep  off  ^ole  fiunilies, 
fimilar  to  the  plague.  In  Pddn  incredible  numbers  perifii  in 
theie  conttgious  fevers,  which  more  frequently  happen  there 
than  in  other  parts  of  the  empire,  notwithftanding  the  moderste 
temperature  of  the  cUmate.  In  the  foutbem  provinces  they  are 
neither  fo  general,  nor  fo  fatal  asm^ht  be  expected,  owing,  I 
believe,  in  a  very  great  degree,  to  the  univerfal  cuftom  among 
the  mafs  of  the  people  of  wearing  vegetable  fubftances  next  the 
ikin  which,  being  more  cleanly,  are  confequently  more  whole* 
fome  than  clothing  made  from  animal  matter.  Thus,  linen 
and  cotton  are  preferable  to  filk  and  woollen  next  the  fkin, 
which  ftiould  be  worn  only  by  perfons  of  the  moft  cleanly  ha- 
bits. Another  antidote  to  the  ill  efFcds  that  might  he  expelled 
from  want  of  cleanlinefs  in  their  houfcs  and  their  perrons,  is  the 
conftant  ventilation  kept  up  in  the  former  both  by  day  and 
night :  during  warm  weather,  they  have  no  otlier  door  but  an 
open  matted  fkreen,  and  the  windows  arc  either  entirely  open 
or  of  thin  paper  only.  Notwithftanding  tlieir  want  of  perional' 
cleanliuefs,  they  are  little  troubled  with  leprous  or  cutaneous 
diieafcs,  and  ihey  pretend  to  be  totally  ignorant  of  gout,  (lone, 
or  gravel,  which  they  afcribe  to  the  preventive  efie^s  of  tea. 

In 


Digitizec  google 


3S«  TRAVELS  11^  CHINA. 

In  favour  of  ttiis  opinion',  it  has  been  o^ferved  bji^  fomC  of  out 
phyficians,  that  fince  the  introdudion  of  tea  into  common  ufc, 
cutaneous  difeafes  have  become  much  more  rare  in  Great  Bri- 
tain than  they  were  before  that  period,  which  others  have 
afcribed,  perhaps  with  more  propriety,  to  the  general  ufc  of 
linen  ;  both,  however,  may  have  been  inftrumental  in  producing 
the  happy  effcCt. 

The  ravages  of  the  fmall-pox,  wherever  they  hlake  their  ap- 
pearance, are  attended  with  a  general  calamity.  Of  ihefe  they 
pretend  to  diflinguifh  above  forty  different  fpecies,  to  each  of 
which  they  have  given  a  particular  name.  If  a  good  fort  breaks 
outi  inoculation  or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  infedion  by  arti- 
ficial means  becomes  general.  The  ufual  way  of  communicat- 
ing the  difcafe  is  by  inferting  the  matter,  contained  in  a  litrle 
cotton  wool,  into  the  noflrils,  or  they  put  on  the  clothes  of,  or 
fleep  in  the  fame  bed  with,  fuch  as  may  have  had  a  favourable 
kind  ;  but  they  never  introduce  the  matter  by  making  any  in- 
cifion  in  the  fkin.  This  fatal  difeafc,  as  appears  from  the  re- 
cords of  the  empire,  was  unknown  before  the  tenth  century, 
when  it  was  perhaps  introduced  by  the  Mahomedans  of  Arabia 
who,  at  that  period,  carried  on  a  confiderable  commerce  with 
Canton  from  the  Perfian  gulph,  and  who  not  long  before  had 
received  it  from  the  Saracens,  when  they  invaded  and  con- 
quered the  Eaftern  Empire.  The  fame  difeafe  was  likewife  one 
of  thofe  bleffings  which  the  mad  crufades  conferred  upon  Eu- 
rope j  fince  which  time,  to  the  clofe  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
not  a  hope  had  been  held  out  of  its  extirpation  when,  happily, 
the  invaluable  difcovery  of  the  cow-pock,  or  rather  the  general 
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applicatioa  of  that  dlfcovery,  wliich  had  long  been  confined  to 
a  particular  diflrtft,  has  t'urnifhed  abundant  grounds  to  hope, 
that  this  defirable  event  may  now  be  accomplKLed. 

In  feme  of  the  provinces  the  lower  orders  of  people  are  faiJ 
to  be  dreadfully  afHidled  with  fore  eyes,  and  this  endemic  com- 
plaint has  been  fuppofed  to  proceed  from  the  copious  ufe  of 
rice  ;  a  conjecture,  apparently,  without  any  kind  of  foundation^ 
as  the  Hindus  and  other  Indian  nations,  whofe  whole  diet 
confids  almoft  exclufively  of  this  grain,  are  not  particularly 
fubje£t]to  the  like  direafc  :  and  in  Egypt,  both  in  ancient  and 
raodern  times,  the  opthalmia  ajid  blindnefs  were  much  more 
prevalent  than  in  China;  yet  rice  was  r>€ither  cultivated  nor 
known  in  that  part  of  Africa  until  the  reign  of  the  caliphs, 
when  it  was  introduced  from  the  eaftward.  The  difeafc  ia 
China,  if  prevalent  there,  may  more  probably  be  owing  to 
their  living  in  crowded  and  low  habitacioas,  wherein  there  is-  a 
perpetual  fmoke  from  the  fire,  ficoni  tapcn  made  of  (aodal  wood 
duft  employed  for  marking  the  divifioiut  of  tlie  .day,  ^fcom  the 
general  ufe  of  tobacco,  aod  from  the  mlafma  or  noxious  v»- 
pourt  exhding  fhrnutbe  dirt  and  ofila  which  are  collected  in  or 
near  their  habitations.  The  organ  of  fight  may  alfo  be  relaxed^ 
and  rendered  more  fufeeptible  of  dileafe,  by' the  conftaot  prac- 
tice of  wafliiog  the  face^  even  in  the  middle  of  fiimroer,  with 
warm  water.  I  muft  obferve,  howem^  tbat  in  the  courfe  of 
our  long  journey,  we  fiMr  very  few  blind  people,  or  pecfiNM> 
aflBided  withfoie  eyes. 
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It  will  readily  be  inferred,  from  the  fliort  view  which  has 
been  taken  of  the  ftatc  of  focicty,  that  the  difeafc  occafioned  by 
an  unrcRraincd  and  promlfcuous  intercourfe  of  the  fexcs  can- 
not be  very  common  in  China.  In  fadl,  it  is  fcarcely  known, 
and  the  treatment  of  it  is  fo  little  underftood,  in  the  few  cafes 
which  do  occur,  that  it  is  allowed  to  work  its  way  into  the 
fyftem,  and  is  then  confidered  by  them  as  an  Inciirable  leprofy. 
On  arriving  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  province  of  Can- 
ton, one  of  our  condudlors  had  imprudently  palTcd  the  night  in 
one  of  ihofe  houfes  where,  by  the  licenfc  of  government,  fe- 
males are  allowed  to  proftitute  their  perfons  in  order  to  gain  a 
livelihood.  Here,  it  feems,  he  had  caught  the  infeftion,  and 
after  fufFering  a  confidcrable  degree  of  pain,  and  not  lefs  alarm, 
he  communicated  to  our  phyfician  the  fymptoms  of  his 
complaint,  of  the  nature  and  caufc  of  which  he  was  entirely 
ignorant.  He  was  a  man  of  forty  years,  of  a  vigorous  confti- 
tution  and  a  gay  cheerful  temper,  and  had  ferved  as  an  officer 
in  fevcral  campaigns  from  the  difi'erent  provinces  of  northern 
Tartary  to  the  frontiers  of  India,  yet  fuch  a  difeafe  did  not 
confift  with  his  knowledge.  From  this  circumftance,  and 
many  others  of  a  fimilar  kind,  I  conclude  that,  although  it  may 
fometimes  make  its  appearance  in  the  capital,  and  even  here 
but  very  rarely,  it  has  originally,  and  no  long  time  ago,  found 
its  way  thither  through  the  ports  of  Chu-fan,  Canton,  and 
Macao,  where  numbers  of  abandoned  woman  obtain  their  fub- 
fiftence  by  felling  their  favours  to  fuch  of  every  nation  as  may 
be  difpofed  to  purchafe  them.  It  is,  in  fad,  fometimes  called 
by  the  Chinefe  the  Canton-ulcer. 

No 
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No  male  phyfician  i8  ever  allowed  to  prefcribe  for  pregnant 
women  ;  and  they  confider  it  fo  great  a  breach  of  delicacy  for 
a  man  to  be  in  the  ikme  room  with  a  woman  when  in  labour 
that,  whatever  difficulties  maj  ooeur,  the-eale  b  1^  eotixelj  to 
tlie  woman  who  attends  her.  Thore  {•  not  a  roaii-midwife  in 
all  China,  and  jet  the  want  of  them  does  not  appear  to  be  bju- 
rioua  to  population.  They  could  fcarcely  believe  it  poflible 
diat^  in  Europe,  men  fliould  be  allowed  to  pradife  a  profeffibn 
which,  in  thdr  minds,  bdong^  ezdulirely  to  the  other  fez. 

As  a  due  knowledge  of  the  organization  of  the  human  bodj.of 

the  powers  and  fun£tiong  of  the  fcveral  parts,  is  attainable  only 
by  the  ftudy  of  pradical  anatomy,  a  (ludy  that  would  ihock  the 
weak  nerves  of  a  timid  Chinefc,  it  will  not  be  expeSted  that 

their  furgical  operations  (hould  either  be  numerous  or  neady 
performed.  The  law  indeed  which  I  have  had  occaflon  to  no- 
tice, and  the  efil;^s  produced  by  it  in  two  or  tliice  inflances 
that  occurred  to  our  knowledge,  will  fufficiently  explain  tlie 
very  low  ebb  of  chirurgical  (kill.  No  one  will  readily  under- 
take to  perform  the  mofl  limple  operation,  where  not  only  all 
the  direcl  confequeace?,  but  tlic  contingencies  for  forty  days 
muft  lie  at  his  door.  Tluy  io;net:incs  (uccecd  in  reducing  a 
di'locailon,  and  in  fctting  a  fiaiplc  fradlure ;  but  in  dilficult 
and  complicate  cafes,  the  patient  is  generally  abandoned  to 
chance.  AmputatloQ  is  never  pea£H(ed.  In  the  courfe  of  our 
whole  journey,  wherein  we  paflfed  through  millions  of  people, 
I  do  not  recollect  to  have  (een  a  fingle  individual  that  bad  fuf- 
tained  the  lolt  of  a  limb,  and  but  very  few  in  any  way  maimed; 
from  whence  I  conclude,  that  accidents  ace  uoconimon,  or  that 
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ferious  ones  ufually  terminate  in  the  lofs  of  life.  A  Chinefe  is 
fo  dreadfully  afraid  of  a  (harp  cutting  inftrument,  that  he  has 
not  even  fuhmitted  to  the  operation  of  blood-letting ;  though 
the  principle  is  admitted,  as  they  are  in  the  praftice  of  drawing 
blood  by  fcarifying  the  fkin,  and  applying  cupping  veflels.  In 
certain  complaints  they  burn  the  (kin  with  fmall  pointed  irons 
made  hot,  and  fometimes,  after  punduring  the  part  with  filver 
needles,  they  fet  fire  to  the  leaves  of  a  fpecies  of  Artimcfia  upon 
it,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Moxa  in  Japan  is  made  ufe  of  to 
cure  and  even  prevent  a  number  of  difeafes,  but  efpecially  the 
gout  and  rheumatifra,  the  former  of  which  is  faid  to  be  unknown 
in  China.  Cleanfing  the  ears,  cutting  corns,  pulling  the  joints 
till  they  crack,  twitching  the  nofe,  thumping  on  the  back,  and 
fuch  like  operations,  are  annexed  to  the  (having  profe(fion,  by 
which  thoufands  in  every  city  gain  a  livelihood.  In  (hort,  the 
whole  medical  (kill  of  the  Chinefe  may  be  fummed  up  in  the 
words  of  the  ingenious  Dodor  Gregory  from  the  information 
he  obtained  from  his  friend  Do£kor  Gillan.  "  In  the  grealeft, 
"  moft  ancient,  and  mod  civilized  empire  on  the  face  of  the 
"  earth,  an  empire  that  was  great,  populous,  and  highly  civi- 
"  lized  two  thoufand  years  ago,  when  this  country  was  as  fa- 
**  vage  as  New  Zealand  is  at  prefent,  no  fuch  good  medical 
"  aid  can  be  obtained  among  the  people  of  it,  as  a  fmart 
**  boy  of  fixteen,  who  had  been  but  twelve  months  ap- 
"  prentice  to  a  good  and  well  employed  Edinburgh  Sur- 
"  geon,  might  reafonably  be  expe^icd  to  afford."  If,"  con- 
tinues the  Dodlor,  "  the  Emperor  of  China,  the  abfolute 
"  monarch  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  millions  of 
people,  more  than  twice  as  many  as  all  Europe  contains^ 
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**  were  attacked  with  a  plcurify,  or  got  his  leg  broken,  k 
**  would  be  happy  for  himto  get  I'uch  a  boy  for  his  iirft  phy* 
**  fician  and  ferjeant-furgeon*  The  boy  (if  he  had  feea  bh 
**  mafter's  pra£ltce  in  but  one  or  two  fimilar  cafes)  would  cer- 
**  tainly  know  how  to  fct  his  Imperial  Majefty's  leg,  and  would 
**  probably  cure  him  of  his  pUiuify)  whkhiMaac  of  hi»owa  [ub* 
**  je^s  could  do." 

Having  thus  given  a  flight  fketch  of  the  ftatc  of  feme  of  the? 
leading  branches  in  fcience,  arts,  and  manufadures,  omitting 
purpofely  that  of  agriculture,  which  will  be  noticed  among  the 
fubjeds  of  a  future  fedion,  I  think,  upon  the  whole,  it  may 
fairly  be  concluded,  that  the  Chinefe  have  been  among  the 
firft  nations,  now  exifting  in  the  world,  to  arrive  at  a  certain 
pitch  of  perfe«flion,  where,  from  the  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment, or  fome  other  caufe,  they  have  remained  ftationary; 
that  they  were  civilized,  fully  to  the  fame  extent  they  now  are, 
more  than  two  thoufand  years  ago,  at  a  period  when  all  Europe 
might  be  confidcred,  comparatively,  as  barbarous ;  but  that 
they  have  fmce  made  little  progrefs  in  any  thing,  and  been  re- 
trograde in  many  thhigs  :  that,  at  this  moment,  compared  with 
Europe,  they  can  only  be  faid  to  be  great  in  trifles,  whilft  they 
are  really  trifling  in  every  thing  that  is  great.    I  cannot  how- 
ever exa<flly  fubfcribe  to  an  opinion  pronounced  on  them  by  a 
learned  and  elegant  writer*,  who  was  well  verfed  in  oriental  litera- 
ture, as  being  rather  too  unqualified ;  but  he  was  le&  acquainted 
with  their  chanaer  than  that  of  any  other  Afiatic  nation,  and 
totally  ignorant  of  their  language.      Their  kttersi"  iays  he, 

•  Sir  William  Joocfc 
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^  if  wc  may  fo  call  them,  are  merely  the  lymbols  of  ideas ; 
'     their  philofophy  feems  yet  in  fo  rude  a  Rate,  as  hardly  to 
^  deferve  the  appclLtion  ;  they  have  no  ancient  monuments 
^  from  which  their  origin  can  be  traced,  even  by  plaufible  con- 
jefture  ;  their  fcicnces  are  wholly  exotic ;  and  their  mecha^ 
nical  arts  have  nothing  in  them  charaderiftic  of  a  particular 
family ;  nothing  which  any  fet  of  men,  'm  a  eomHttj  £s>  high* 
ly  favoured  by  nature,  might  not  have  dUcoYered  and  imp 
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^Duty  of  Of  edit  tilt  nnd  Pstivr  of  perfon^  OtfnSkn. — Rujfia  and  China  com» 
pared.— Fate  of  ike  Prin:,-  .4;;  ;;/?<  r  Ho-chang-tong— 7>jr/j  Calendar  and  PeHm 
Cet^fftr,  engines  cfGivcntment. — Freedom  of  the  Prefs.-^Duration  of  theCsvern. 
ment  attempted  to  be  explained. — Precautions  of Gvvtmmtnt  to  prevent  In  furred  ions. 
•mTaxti  md  Rnmmu^'-CSvU  md  MiHtaij  ^Mfima^,^Cbinefc  Armj^  kt 
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b^tB^  Chtmst  tfku  Tms^  and  Oe^nMU  Ct^tqumeet  ^it^ 

TPhE  late  period  at  which  the  nations  of  Europe  became  firft 
acquainted  with  the  cxifUnce  even  of  that  vaft  extent  of  coun- 
try comprehended  under  tlic  name  of  China,  the  difiicultics  of 
-  accefs  to  any  part  of  it  when  known,  the  peculiar  nature  of 
the  language  which,  as  1  have  endeavoured  to  prove,  has  no 
-  relation  with  any  other  either  ancient  or  modern,  the  extreme 
jealoufy  of  the  government  towards  foreigners,  and  the  con- 
tompt  in  which  they  were  held  by  the  loweft.  of  ^ihe  people,  may 
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fenre,  among  other  canfei,  to  aceount  for  the  veiy  limited  and 
imper&ft  knowledge  we  have  bithefto  obtained  of  the  leal  his- 
tory of  this  extnordinarjr  empire?  for  their  reooidi,  itieema^ 
are  hy  no  means  defidenc.  For  two  centuries  at  Icaft  befeie 
the  Chrifttan  era,  down  the  pseCent  time,  the  tranlafiions  of 
each  reign  are  amply  detailed  wtdiout  any  interruption.  They 
have  even  prefetved  eolledioiis  of  copper  coins,  forming  a  r^ 
gular  feries  of  the  different  Emperors  that  have  filled  the  throne 
of  China  for  the  laft  two  thou fand  years.  Such  a  colledion, 
though  not  quite  complete.  Sir  George  Staunton  brought  with 
humafingkMi  * 

Before  this  time,  when  China  confiftcd  of  a  number  of  petty 
ftatts  or  principalities,  the  aatials  of  the  covmtry  axe  faid  to 
abound  willi  recitals  of  w.irs  and  battles  and  bloodlhcd,  like 
thole  of  every  other  part  ot  the  world.    But,  in  proportion  as 
the  number  of  thefe  diftinCt  kingdoms  diminilhed,  till  at  length 
they  wcr»  all  melted  and  amalgamated  into  one  great  empuce, 
the  deftni£kidai  of  the  huaiiin.nce  by  humaft  means  abated*  and 
the  government,  fincethat  time,  has  been  left  imermpced  by  fo- 
rdgn  war,  ex  domefUc  commotion,  than  any  other  that  hiibiry 
Ims  made  knowiu  fiok  whether  this  defiiable  fiafie  of  publk 
tninquillity  may  kwn  boon  broi^t  about  by  thepeettliaraatOBi. 
^  the  goKenunear  beingadfi^  to  tbeggiBtus  end  habic^ofth* 
-  people^  whi^  ift  th*  opim  of  Ariftotle  is  tbo-  bfft  of  idL 
poflible  govenmHintb  or  father  fay  cooftnining  andfiibdiili^ 
the  genius  a^d^liidiin  oCth^  p0«pk  IQ  the  viemaod  laMd^ 
ihefOWiuiMit,.  i»a  q^ieAion  that  may  admit  of  tet  dilpiMb. 
Al  ihiL  imtaw  d^b«HCTe%  it  h  UmmiSf.  vUmiU 
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(he  heavy  hand  of  power  has  completely  oviefxronie  and  moulded 
to  its  own  fhape  the  phyfical  chara^er  of  the  people,  and  that 
th«r  moral  icntiments  and  afbions  ate  fwayed  by  the  opinions^ 
and  almoft  under  die  entire  donunion^of  the  government. 

Thcfe  opinions,  to  which  it  owes  fo  much  of  its  (lability,  are 
grounded  on  &  principle  of  authority  which,  according  to 
maxims  induftriouOy  inculcated  and  now  completely  eftabliflied 
in  the  minds  of  the  people,  is  con(idered  as  the  natural  and  un- 
alienable right  of  the  parent  over  his  children ;  an  authority 
that  is  not  fuppofed  to  ceafe  at  any  given  period  of  life  or  year^ 
but  to  extend,  and  to  be  maintained  wtth  undiminKhed  and  uo- 
eontrouted  fway,  until  the  death  of  one  of  the  parties  diflblvea 
the  obligation.   The  Emperor  being  confidered  as  the  common 
father  of  his  people  is  accordingly  invefted  with  the  exernfe  of 
the  fame  ^lutbority  over  them,  as  the  father  of  a  family  exerts 
>  on  thoie  of  his  particular  houfehold.   In  this  fenfe  he  takes  the 
title  of  the  Greai  father  ^  and  by  his  being  thus  placed  above 
any  earthly  controul,  he  is  fuppofed  to  be  atfo  above  earthly 
deicentj  and  therefore,  as  a  natural  coniequence,  he  (bmetimei 
flyles  himielf  the  file  rttkr  of  the  worU  and  the  Son  of  Meavi», 
But  that  no  InconliAency  might  appear'  in  the  gfand  fabric  of 
filial  obedience  the  Emperor,  with  folemn  ceremony  at  the  com« 
mencement  of  every  new  year,  makes  his  prodrations  before 
the  Emprefs  Dowagef,  and  on  the  fiunc  day  he  demands  a  re- 
petition of  the  lame  homage  from  all  his  great  officers  of  ftate* 
Conformable  to  this  fyftem,  founded  entirely  on  parental  au- 
thority, the  governor  of  a  province  is  confidered  as  the  fathef 
of  that  province  j  of  a  city,  the  father  of  that  ci^  i  and  thehead 
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of  any  office  or  department  is  funpofeJ  to  prcfide  over  it:  with 
the  fame  authoriry,  iniereli,  and  aflfedlion,  as  ihc  laihcr  of  a 
family  fupcriiiteads  and  tnaoagcs  the  coocerns  of  domeilic 
Jife. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  lamented  that  a  fyftem  of  governmeat,  lb 
^lauHble  in  theory,  ihould  be  liable  to  to  many  abufes  in  prac- 
tice ;  and  that  this  fiuherly  care  and  affe£Hon  in  the  governors, 
and  •Blial  duty  and  rererence  in  the  governed  would,  with 
'  much  more  pi  rpriety,  be  exprefled  by  the  terms  of  tyranny, 
oppreiGon,  and  injuftice  in  the  one,  and  by  fear,  deceit,  and 
difobedience  in  the  other. 

The  firft  grand  mvcim  on  which  the  Emperor  ads  is,  fddom 
to  appear  before  the  .public,  a  maxim  Whofe  origin  would  be 
difficultly  traced  .to  any  principle  of  affeaion  or  folicttude  for 
his  children ;  much  more  eafiiy  explained  as  tbe  offspring  of 
/ufpicion.    The  tyrant  who  may  be  confcious  of  having  com- 
mitted^  oraflented  to,  ads  of  cruelty  and  oppreflion,  muft  &el 
a  returnee  to  mix  with  thofe  who  may  have  fmarted  under 
the  laih  of  his  power,  naturally  concluding  that  fome  lecret  hand 
may  be  led,  by  a  fingle  blow,  to  avenge  his  own  wrongs,  or 
thofe  of  his  fellow  fuhjeds;    The  principle,  however,  upon 
which  the  Emperor  of  China  feldom  lliews  himfelf  in  public, 
atid  then  only  in  the  height  of  fplendor  and  magnificence,  fcems 
to  be  c(\abliflxed  on  a  policy  of  a  very  diHerent  kind  to  that  of 
felf-prefervation.   A  power  that  ads  in  fecret,  and  whofe  in- 
fluence is  felt  near  and  remote  at  the  fame  moment,  makes  a 
ftronger  impreifion  on  the  mind^  and  is  regarded  with  more 

dread 
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'dread  and  awful  refpedk,  than  {f  the  agent  was  aSwayt  'vifible 
and  famUiar  to  the  eye  of  every  one.    The  priefts  of  the  £leli* 
finian  royfteries  were'  well  acquainted  with  thb  feature  of  the 
human  chancer,  which  is  ftronger  in  proportion  as  tlie  readbni- 
ing  faculties  arelefs  improved,  and  which  required  the  cnllght^ 
ened  mind  of  a  Socrates  to  be  able  to  difregard  the  terror  they 
infpired  among  the  vulgar.   Thus  alfo  DaSeet^  as  Heredotus 
Informs  us,  when  once  eftaUiflicd  as  Icing  in  Ecbatana^  would 
Tuffer  none  of  the  people,  for  whom  before  he  was  the  eommoa 
advocate,  to  be  now  admitted  to  his  prefeoce,  concluding  tfaiit all 
thofe  who  were  debarred  from  (eeing  him,  would  eafilybe.per* 
fuaded  that  his  nature,  hj  being  created  king,  was  transfOTmeif 
into  fomething  much  fuperiorto  theirs.    A  frequent  accefs  in^ 
deed  to  men  of  rank  and  power  and  talents,  a  familiar  and  un- 
reftrained  intercourfe  with  themi  and  a  daily  obfervance  of  their 
ordinary  adions  and  engagements  in  the  cooctrns  of  life,  have 
a  tendency  very  much  to  diminifh  that  reverence  and  refpe^ 
which  public  opinion  had  been  willing  to  allow  them.    It  was 
judly  obferved  by  the  great  Condc^  that  no  man  is  a  hero  to  his. 
vaiet-de>cbambre. 

Confiderations  of  this  kind,  rather  than  any  dread  of  his  Tub- 
jedb,  may  probably  have  fuggeded  the  cudom  which  prohibits 
an  Emperor  of  China  from  making  his  perfon  too  familiar  to 
the  multitude,  and  which  requires  that  he  ihould  exhibit  him- 
fclf  only  on  particular  occafions,  arrayed  in  pomp  and  magnifi- 
cence, and  at  the  head  of  his  whole  court,  confifting  of  an  af- 
femblage  of  many  thoufand  officers  of  itate,  the  agents  of  his 
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will,  vcA^YtaX  the  word  of  commaad,  to  proftnte  themrdm 
M  bit  feet 

Th^  |Xmer  of  the  foverei^  ii  abfolute ;  but  the  patriarchal 
fyilem,  making  it  a  ptAvi  of  indifpenfable  diAj  fiK  a  foa  t» 
^ring  offerings  to  the  fpirit  bb  deceaied  parmt  in  th«  moft 
public  manoer,  operatet  at  Some  ehcck  upon  tbe  CMidieof  du* 
power.  By  chU  dvil  iaftinition«  th«  dutkt  of  wluch  an  ob- 
ftnred  widi  moie  than  a  fdigioat  ftri^e(8»  he  U  cooftaadj 
pat  in  miiMl  that  the  maootj  of  lus  private  condud,  at  wdl 
aa  of  bit  publie  a£b,  will  long  furvivc  hit  natiual  life ;  that  hit 
name  wiU,  at  octtain  tiact  in  e^erj  7car,be  prononoced  with  a 
Idodofiactitdaad  levexcatialaiwe,  fionooe  extranitj  of  the  ex* 
itnfi^  empiie  to  the  other,  pforidcd  he  say  biTe  filled  hit  fta* 
tiontp  the  fitiidii<Honofhitfni>|eQa;  and  that,  ontfaecootrarj, 
pvUic  execiationt  will  lefene  fion  oblifioQ  any  aibitnrj  aft  of 
injttfUce  and  oppicffion,  of  which  he  may  hafe  been  gnibjr*  I| 
may  alfo  opente  aa  a  motive  for  being  nice  apd  circum^ped  in 
the  nominaiton  of  a  fimceffor*  which  the  law  hea  Id^eatiitly  Co 
hit  choifftt 

Hie  ooofideiation,  howerer,  of  pofthumous  fanie,  would 
operate  only  as  a  (lender  redraint  on  the  caprices  of  a  tyrantf,  at 
the  hiftory  of  (his,  as  well  as  other  couatriea,  fumifhes  abun- 
dant examples.  It  has,  therefore,  been  thought  neceffary  to  add 
another,  and  perhaps  a  more  effeOual  check,  to  curb  any  dif- 
poHtioa  to  UeentiQufnefs  or  tyranny  that  might  arife  in  the 
htfa^  of  the  monarch.  Tbit  it  the  appointment  of  theoenib- 
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rate,  an  office  filled  by  two  perfons,  who  have  the  power  of  r»- 
monftrating  freely  againft  ^ny  illegal  or  uncoaftitiitioiial  ad 
about  to  be  committed,  or  fandtoned  by  the  Empefor.  And 
although  it  may  well  be  fuppofed,  that  thefe  men  are  extremely 
<autk>tt»iiitbe  exereile  of  the  power  delegated  to  them,  by  vir- 
me  of  their  office,  and  in  the  diiehaige  of  this  difagreeable  part 
of  their  duty,  yet  they  have  another  uflt  to  perform,  on  which 
thdr  own  poftfaumous  fame  is  not  left  involved  than  that  of 
Acir  maftcr,  and  in  the  execadon  of  which  they  run  left  rilk 
of  giving  oflbnQe*  They  are  the  hiftoriognphers  of  the  em* 
ptn;  or,  more  eorredly  fpealdng,  the  Uqgn^hen  of  die  £ni- 
peraCi  Their  employment,  in  this  capacity,  confifts  chiefly  in 
ooUedin^  die  Icntiments  of  the  monarch,  in  recording  his 
i^eeches  and  memorable  fayings^  and  in  noting  down  the  moft 
iwominent  of  his  private  adions,  and  the  remarkable  occur- 
rences  of  his  reign.  Thefe  records  are  lodged  in  a  large  cheft, 
which  1*  k^cpt  in  that  part  of  the  palace  where  the  tribunals  of 
government  are  held,  and  which  is  fuppofed  not  to  be  opened  until 
the  deceafe  of  the  Emperor  ;  and,  if  any  thing  material  to  the 
injury  of  his  cliarader  and  reputation  is  found  to  be  recorded, 
the  publication  of  it  is  delayed,  out  of  delicacy  to  his  family,  till 
two  or  three  generations  have  paffed  away,  and  fometimes  till 
the  expiration  of  the  dynafty  ;  by  this  indulgence  they  pretend, 
that  a  more  faithful  relation  is  likely  to  be  obtained,  in  which 
neither  fear  nor  flattery  could  have  operated  to  difguife  the 
truth. 

An  inftitution,  fo  remarkable  and  fingukr  in  its  kind  in  an 
arbitrary  govenuneot,  could  not  fail  to  carry  with  it  a  very 

3  A  %  povreribl 


364  TRAVELS  IN  CHINA.' 

powerful  influence  upon  the  decifions  of  the  monarch,  and  to 
make  htm  folichous  to  aft,  on  all  occafiiins,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  would  be  mod  likely  to  fecure  a  good  name,  and  to  tranfmit 
his  charadcr  unfullicd  and  facred  to  poftcrity.  The  records  of 
their  hiftory  are  faid  to  mention  a  ftory  of  an  Emperor^  of  the 
dynafty  or  family  of  Tung^  who,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  hav- 
ing, in  feveral  inftances,  tranfgreflTed  the  bounds  of  his  autho* 
riiy,  was  determined  to  take  a  peep  into  the  hiftorical  chcft, 
where  he  knew  he  Hioutd  find  all  his  anions  recorded.  Having 
made  ufe  of  a  variety  of  arguments,  in  order  to  convince  the 
two  cenfors  that  there  could  be  nothing  improper  in  the  ftep  he 
was  about  to  take,  as,  among  other  things,  he  aflfured  them, 
he  was  aftuated  with  the  defire  only  of  being  made  ac- 
quainted with  his  greateft  faults,  as  the  firft  ftep  to  amend- 
ment, one  of  thefe  gentlemen  is  faid  to  have  anfwered  him  very 
nobly,  to  this  effedt :  "  It  is  true  your  Majcfty  has  committed  a 
"  number  of  errors,  and  it  has  been  the  painful  duty  of  our 
"  employment  to  take  notice  of  them  ;  a  duty,*'  continued  he, 
"  which  further  obliges  us  to  inform  pofterity  of  the  conver- 
"  fation  which  your  Majefty  has  this  day,  very  improperly, 

«  held  with  us." 
I 

To  aflift  the  Emperor  in  the  weighty  affairs  of  ftate,  an^  m' 
the  arduous  talk  of  governing  an  empire  of  fo  great  an  extent, 
and  fuch  immenfe  population,  the  conftitution  has  afligned  him 
two  councils,  one  ordinary,  and  the  other  extraordinary  ;  the  or- 
dinary council  is  compofed  of  his  principal  minifters,  under  the 
name  of  Collao,  of  which  there  arc  fix.  The  extraordinary 
council  confifts  entirely  of  the  princes  of  the  blood. 

For 
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For  the  adminiftration  of  the  affiun  of  government,  there 

e  fix  boards  or  departments,  confifting  of, 

I.  The  Gonrt  o£  Appooatmeata  to  vacuiciet  in  the  of- 
ficetefgovernment,  being  compofisd  of  the  miaifter  and 
leamednen,  qualified  to  j.adge  of  the  menu  of  can- 


a.  The  Court  of  Finince;. 

3.  The  Court  of  Ceieilionies,  prefiding  over  the  diredion  of 
Mif^«-  cuftome,  and  traattng  with  foreign  fimbafladors.. 

4.  The  Court  for  reguUtiagauUur7affiur8» 

5.  The  Tribunal  of  Juftice* 
^  The  Board  of  Woi]c8» 

Thefe  public  funQionarles  refolve  upon,  recommend,  and' 
report  to  the  Emperor,  all  mattefi  belonging  to  their  iepafite 
jurifdiaions,  who,  with  the  adincc  of  hia  ordinary  and»  if  codf 
fidercd  to  be  neceflary,  of  his  extraciri£narf  cooadl,  affinna» 
amends,  or  rcjeds  their  decreef..  For,  tins  purpofe,  the  laD» 
Emperor  ne?er  omitted  to  gjive  r^ar  audience  inthe  gteathalt 
of  the  pabee  every  monuog  at  die  hours  of  fimr  or  five  o'doc^. 
Subordinate  to  thefe  fupieme  oouita  h^  in  the  eapttal,  arr 
o0xer»  of  fimilar  cooflitudoii  elbbli(hed,ia  the  different  inkh 
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Txnccs  and  great  citie*  of  tiM  empire,  each  of  wkkkh  correfj^dt 
with  Its  principal  in 

It  would  far  tMMd  tho  Umts  eltho  prefent  work,  imre  I  to 
•ntir  into  o  dat^  of  tlwlc  code  of  hwi,  which  indeed  I  em  not 
ftiffciently  prepaied  U>  do.  They  exo  pobliflted  ftv  the  ufe  of 
the  fubjeft,  in  the  plaineft  charaAera  that  the  language  will  ad* 
mit,  maUog  fixteen  fmall  volumes,  a  copy  of  whidi  is  now 
in  England;  and  I  am  encoun^ed  to  hold  out  a  feafimable 
hope,  that  this  compendium  of  the  laws  of  China  may,  eie 
long,  appear  in  an  ablff  and  fjiithful  EngU(h  tranflatloa,  which 
witt  expbun,  move  tftan  all  the  volumes  that  have  hkherto 
been  written  on  the  fubjed  of  China,  in  what  manner  a  mafs 
of  peoplct  more  than  the  double  of  that  which  ia  Umod  in  all 
Europe,  has  been  kept  together  through  fo  many  ages  in  one 
bond  of  union.  This  work*  on  the  laws  of  China,  for  pcr- 
fpicuity  and  method,  may  juftly  be  compared  with  Blackftone's 
Commentaries  on  the  Laws  of  England.  It  not  only  contains 
the  laws  arranged  under  their  rcfpcdlive  heads,  but  to  every 
law  is  added  a  ^ert  oommentaFy  aod  a  cal«. 

I  have  been  affured,  on  the  heft  authority,  that  the  laws  of 
China  dcBne,  in  the  moft  dillindl  and  perfpicuous  manner,  al- 
moft  every  ibade  of  criminal  offences,  and  the  punifhmem 
awarded  to  each  crime:  that  the  grcateft  care  appears  to  have 
been  taken  in  conflruding  this  fcaleof  crimes  and  punifliments; 
that  they  are  very  far  from  being  fanguinary :  and  that  if 

*  It  is  called  the  Ta  uh'm  L*u-Lu,  the  laws  and  influutes  under  the  dyaaftj 
•rUa,  viiick  is  the  name  afloaicd  bj  the  pidcat£uaul/  on  the  dmae. 

the 
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the  pradlce  was  equal  to  the  theorj,  few  nadODt  could  botft 
of  a  more  mild,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a  more  flfficadous  di(^ 
peniation  of  jufticc.   Of  «II  the  defpotic  govenuneoti  cstfting, 
dm  ii  ctrtamlj  none  wtoe  the  fift  iif  mtn  it  held  to  iacnd 
Mlnthekwt  ofChiiut*  A  murder  It  never  o¥eriooked»  except 
in  die  horrid  praOiee  of  expofiog  infiwte:  nor  deree  die  EfD- 
perar  himfelf,  all-powerfiil  as  he  is,  to  taiu  ewaj  die  116  of 
^  meaneft  fubjed,  widiout  the  formality  at  leaft  ot  a  fc;gular 
proeefi,  though,  as  will  be  feen  In  the  cafe  of  the  late  piime 
mioifter  of  KteM^Lu^t  die  chance  of  efeapbg  mull  be  very 
ieiider»  iriiere  he  htmfelf  becomes  die  acculcr.  So  tenacioofly 
however  do  thejr  adhere  to  that  fiilema  dechufation  of  God  do* 
fivered  to  Noah— ^  At  the  hand  of  every  man's  brother  wiH  I, 
<*  require  the  life  of  man.   Wholb  iheddedi  man'b  blood,  bj 
man  fliall  his  Mood  be  (hed,'*^^diat  the  good  intentioo  b 
ofiendmet  di^eated  bj  requiring,  as  I  have  dfevHiere  oUbrved, 
from  die  perfon  tail  feen  in  company  with  one  who  may  have 
fcoctved  a  mortal  wound,  or  who  may  have  died  fuddenly,  a 
drcumllantial  account,  fupported  by  evidence  in  what  manner 
his  death  was  occafioned* 

In  attempting  to  proportion  pamflimenCS  to  the  den;ree8  of 
crimes,  indead  of  awarding  the  fame  punifhment  for  ikaling  a 
loaf  of  bread  and  taking  away  the  Ufe  of  man,  the  Chinefe 
legiflators,  according  to  our  notions,  feem  to  have  made  to4 

little  diftindlion  between  accidental  manffeughter  and  premedi- 
tated murder.  To  conftitute  the  crime,  it  is  not  neceffary  to 
prove  the  intention  or  malice  aforethought ;  for  thoujrh  want  of 
intention  palliates  the  (^snce,  and  oonfegocnriy  mitigates  the 
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puaifliiMnCi  yet  it  never  entirely  excules  the  offender.   If « 
.man  .(hottid  kill  another  by  an  unforefeen  and  unavoidable  ac- 
,cidettt,  hb  life  is  fi>rfei^  by  the  law,  and  however  favourable 
the  dicumflaneea  may  appear  in  behalf  of  the  crimioal^  the 
Emperor  alone  is  iovcfted.with  the  power-of  remittmg  At  iea- 
■tence,  a  power  which  he  very  lardy  if  ever  exercifM  tP 
the  extent  of  a  full  pardon  but,  on  many  oecafioos,  to  a 
«utigatio*Q«of  the  punithment  awarded  by  law.   Strifily  fyak" 
ing,  no  lientence  of  death  can  be  carried  into  execution  until  u 
•haft'been  ratified  by  the  monarch.    Yet  in  ftate  crimes,  or  in 
a£k»  of  great  atrocity,  the  viceroy  of  a  province  Ibmedmes  takes 
upon  himfelfto  order  Atmmary  puniQiment,  and  prompt  esectt- 
.tioo  has  been  inflicted  on  foreign  xriminals  at  Canton  when 
-guilty  only  .of  homicide.    Thus,  about  the  beginning  of  the  lad 
<cntury,  a  man  belonping  to  Captain  Shclvocke  had  the  miC- 
fcrtunc  to  kill  a  Chinele  on  the  river.    The  corpfc  was  laid  be- 
fore tlie  door  of  the  Englifli  ladory,  and  the  firft  perfon  that 
<:ame  out,  who  happened  to  be  one  of  the  fupcrcargoca,  was 
feizcd  and  carried  as  a  prifoner  into  the  city,  nor  would  they 
confent  to  his  rcleafe  till  the  criminal  was  given  up,  whom,  af- 
ter a  fliort  inquiry,  they  ftrangled.    TTie  recent  affair  of  the 
.unfortunate  gunner  is  well  known.  An  affray  happened  in  Ma- 
icao  a  few  years  ago,  in  which  aCSiinefe  was  killed  by  the  Por- 
niguefei   A  peremptory  demand  was  made  £ot  one  of  la^ 
ter,  to  expiate  the  jJeath  of  the  fbnnet.  The  government  of 
diis  place,  either  unable  or  nnwiUing  to  fix  on  jdie  ddinqoent^ 
.  pfopoled  terms  of  compromife^  which  were  rrjeOcd  and  fbioe 
Ifas  Uireatencd  to  be  uied.  There  happened  to  be  a  merchant 
firom  Manilla  then  zefidiQg  at  Macao^  a  nan  of  excellent  ch»* 
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n^tTy  who  had  long  carried  on  a  commerce  between  the  two 
ports.  This  unfortimatc  man  was  fcledled  to  be  the  innocent 
vidim  to  appeafe  the  rigour  of  Chiaefe  juftice,  and  be  was  im- 
mediately ftiaagled  *. 

The  procefs  of  every  trial  for  criminal  offences,  of  which  the 
puniihmenl  u  capital,  muft  be  tiaafinitted  to  Pekin,  aad  fubmit- 

*  VlriOM  acddeaU  hatiag  bappened  at  different  times  to  Chinefe  fubjedi  m  the 
port  of  Canton,  vMcb  have  jrcncrally  led  to  difagreeublc  difcuflions  with  the  Cliincf: 
gOTcmmcnt,  the  fupcrcargocs  of  the  India  Companj  thought  proper,  ou  a  late 
oeeafiea  of  »perfiinb^gvoiuided1>y  a  flnt  froon  aBritlOi  flip  of  war,  to  make 
appiicadoa  for  an  extrad  from  the  criminal  code  of  laws  relating  to  homicide,  in  or- 
der to  have  the  fame  tranflatcd  into  Eof^iAt  andauide  potdic.  This  cxtraA  coofiiM 
of  the  following  articlec : 

A  iQ«n  who  Mtb  aaodicr  on  the  fappofithm  of  theft*  lhall  be  ftrangled,  according 
to  the  law  of  homicide  committed  in  an  zSruj. 
a.  A  man  who  fires  at  another  with  a  mufquet,  and  kills  him  therehr,  ni.il!  be  be- 
headed* as  in  cafes  of  wilfol  murder.   If  the  fufferer  be  wounded*  but  not  motxaUj, 
'  the  oAnderihall  be  6nt  faito  exik. 

3.  A  man  who  pau  to  death  a  criminal  who  bad  been  apprehended,  and  aude  M 
an  afiraj. 

4.  A  man  who  felMy  acenfa  an  hneceat  peribn  of  diaft  (ht  cafa  of  gmw  ft  arhiiM  1 

lity)  >s  guilty  of  a  capital  offence  i  in  all  other  cafo  dwofeDdciit  wbMbnr  princt* 

pals  or  accelTarics,  fhall  be  fent  into  extlc- 

5.  A  man  who  wounds  another  uninientkouaily  ihall  be  tried  according  to  the  law 
fdj^big  blows  given  in  an  aiSraf>  andthe  patUfluaeat  rendered  anora  or  left  ft. 
Tcre*  according  to  the  degree  of  injury  fuftained. 

6.  A  man  who,  intoxicated  wiih  liquor,  commits  outrages  againft  the  lawi*  iballbe 
exiled  to  a  defert  country,  there  to  remain  in  a  flate  of  fervitnde. 

Inthii  dearaad  dedfivt  numr  an  puuftmentt  nwacded  fojt  cverf  dafiof 
criaaMcoMHaittndinfbcietjri  and  it  wai  oommiu^cated  to  the  EngHlh  60017  from 

the  viceroy,  that  on  no  confideration  was  it  left  in  the  breafl  of  the  judge  to  extenu- 
ate or  to  exaggerate  the  fcateacct  whaverer  might  be  the  rank*  chara^er*  or  liatioa  of 
the  dcliaqwBt* 

31  itcd- 


37° 


TRAVELS  IK  CHINA. 


ted  to  the  impartial  eye  of  the  fupreine  tribimal  of  judice,  which 
afiirms  or  alters,  accordiog  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe.  AaA 
where  any  peculiar  circumftances  appear  in  iaiOttr  of  the  aoi 
eufed,  aa  order  for  revlfing  the  fenteace  is  recommended  to  the 
Emperor,  who,  in  fuch  cafes,  either  amends  It  himfelf,  or  di- 
re£ls  the  proceedings  to  be  returned  to  the  provincial  cotitt, 
with  the  fentiments  of  the  fupreme  tribunal  on  t!ie  cafe.  The 
proceedings  are  then  rcxifed,  and  if  the  circumftances  are 
found  to  apply  to  the  fuggeilions  of  the  high  court,  they  alter 
or  modify  their  former  ieuteoce  accordingly 

As 

*  The  feOowiagbw  eaft,  wlAA  u  litcnilf  traaOaMd  fram  awImm  of  tefma. 

of  trinl  ,  p'jbl-fhcd  in  the  prefeut  icign  of  Kta-Kin^,  anc!  wi*h  whir'i  T  Vi>ve  b«cn 
favoured  by  a  iricDd  (who  mu  himfelf  the  tranflator),  wiU  fcnre  to  fhcw  tiie  mode  oS 
proceeifing  ia  crimtaal  nuitlen  of  the  piovhiclal  conits  of  jodbatan  The 
ftances  of  the  tranfadlon  appear  to  have  been  enquired  into  fairif  Hid  iatfaitill]]^ 
and  no  pains  fparcd  to  aicertaJn  the  cr.idt  degree  of  criminality-  B^ing  given  to  me 
about  the  time  when  the  trial  took  place  of  Smithy  for  the  murder  of  the  fuppofed 
MmmmJmtkgiofI,  I  mn  foKMr  ftradc  tridi  the  NoarfaMe  cobciikaBeof  the  em 
taSoh  and  with  the  allBOft  identical  defence  fet  up  by  the  Chioelc  aad  the  EngUlh 
prifoncrs,  and  on  that  account  it  excited  more  *f«y«  lyg^f  nll|fl|ii 

wiie  be  oociidered  to  be  entitled  to. 

Trm^Mm  ^  M  Extraa  Jrm  m  ColUaim  of  Ch'uuft  Lav>  Rep«rli,  ifing  lit  Ttm^ 

At  a  crimini!  court  held  in  the  province  of  Fo-kien,  upon  an  inJit!tment  for  Hioot- 
ing,  and  mrrtaliy  vfounding  a  relation;  fctting  forth,  that  She-fo  faa,  native  of  the 
city  q{  Fu  ngan  jien,  did  lire  a  gun,  and  by  mifchancelwound  Vang-jung-man,  lb  that  ha 
died  thereof. 

The  cafe  was  ongioaUf  r^ortedi  aifoUowsfbjr  Fm^fk-JCmg,  iUKvicenij  of  tfarpn- 
Tiacc  of  Fo>kien : 

The  accvfed  SJke/o  fao,  aad  the  dieceaftd  Fmg-jtmg-mmt  aiefc  (aTdURweat  fiaaifiet* 
hot  oonaefled  bj  marriage,  tvcfe  wett  taovra  (a  cacit  otlfer,  and  dMce  had'  aU 
wnjy  hwa  agoed  andertbndiag  bctweca  them. 

Ia 
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As  In  fome  of  the  Grecian  flates,  and  other  iutioas  of  mo- 
dern times,  the  punifhment  of  treafon  WM  extended  to  the  n» 
lAtums  of  the  cciminal,  fo  ia  Chine,  even  to  the  ninth  g^etift- 

tion, 


In  tlie  coiirfe  of  the  firll  moon,  of  the  ijth  year  of  Klen-hng,  Sbe-fo-fM  cuhivated 
a  farm  on  the  brow  of  a  hill  belonging  to  Cbi»-Jk-iie*,  and  which  laj  in  the  vicinitf 
of  certaia  lands  cultivated  bf  Farng  jaHj-man  and  FoHj-ij-iaa,  inafmuch  as  that  the 
fiddt  of  Fm^jfmtfmm  laj  oa  tke  left  oT  thofe  of  Sbt-Jo-fat^  which  were  b  tke  eea* 
tcr,  and  thofc  of  Vang-ly-hao  on  the  right  fide  of  the  declivity  of  the  hill.  It  oc- 
curred that  on  the  7th  day  of  the  (>th  moen  of  the  fame  year,  Sbt^o-fao  obfery* 
ing  the  com  in  hh  fields  to  be  nearly  ripe,  was  apprehenfivctkit  thieTccnnglit 
fiflwi  an  opportuiiicy  of  dealing  the  grain ;  and  being  aware,  at  the  (ame  time,  of  the 
danger  which  eziHed  on  thofc  hills  frons  wolves  and  tygers,  armed  himfcif  with  a 
mofc^uet,  and  went  that  night  alone  to  ihc  fpoc,  in  order  to  watch  the  corn,  and  feated 
ikiiiifelf  in  a  cooTeniene  phee  on  die  fide  of  tie  btU.  It  happened  that  K«^4r  An 
went  that  day  to  the  houfc  of  fcn^-yung-man,  in  order  that  they  might  go  together 
to  keep  watch  over  the  corn  in  their  refpeftive  fields.  However  Fat^ytrng-tei^  the 
elder  brother  of  yang-yun^-moH,  conceiring  it  to  be  yet  early,  det'-dned  them  to  drink 
tea,  and  finoke  tobneco  ontU  the  liicond  watch  "  of  the  night,  when  they  parted  froiA 
liim,  and  proceeded  on  their  expedition,  provided  with  large  Ricks  for  defence. 

f-'an^-ly-hjo  h.iving  occafion  to  (lop  for  a  fhort  time  upon  the  road,  the  other  J^mg. 
fUttg-num  went  on  before,  until  he  reached  the  boundary  of  the  fields  watched  by 

&t-fo-pao,  on  hearing  a  rudling  nolfc  among  the  corn,  and  perceiving  the  fliadow 
of  a  perfoQ  through  theobfcurity  of  the  night,  immediately  hailed  him,  but  the  wind 
blowing  very  freih,  he  did  not  hear  any  reply.  She-fa  fao  then  took  alarm,  on  the 
fo^cion  that  the  ibiiod  proceeded  bum.  tUetreit  or  elfe  from  «ild  bealls,  and 
ing  the  match-lork, '  h-ch  he  held  in  bis  haful,  fired  It  ofp  in  order  to  repel  tfte  fai. 
vaders  whoever  they  might  be. 

yang-jung-mM  was  woonded  \if  die  fliot  in  cIm  heidt  cbeefcl,  neeic,  and  ftoolder. 
and  inlbuitly  fell  to  the  ground.  Fmi§  iy-iMO  hearing  A«  expioRon,  haftened  Ibr. 
ward,  and  called  aloud  to  enquire  who  had  fired  the  gun.  The  other  h--t  c!  t.'ie 
feice,  and  going  to  the  place  from  whence  it  proceeded,  then  {earned  whom  he  had 

'  liA  Mnb  b  fiM  Nmi^  ml  dM  imei  Midi  b^liiwif  elivMi  uMstfci 

S  •  *  wounded 
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don,  a  tnitor'ft  blood  la  fuppoled  to  be  tatotdl,  diougfa  ihej 
vfuaUj  iktitf/  the  taw  by  iochidiog  only  the  neireft  mate  fd*- 
tiont,  then  living,  in  the  guilt  of  the  calprit,  eiid  bj  mitigating 

theic 


wonaded bf die mifthanee.  Th/twomAitXFi^yK^-mamhaa^taioiitJi,hsvtktA 
after  a  v«i7  Ibatt  iatcrvat  cf  cine  had  dapftd. 

Sh(  f!hf>a»,  being  r?psntrrnj'  c\;imined  by  the  magiftrale'i  acknowledged  the  faft 
witiioat  rcfenre  }  and,  upon  the  (IriAed  iaveiUgatioo  and  enqairy  being  entered  up- 
«■»  dqwftd*  Hut  it  WIS  reallj  duriof  the  obfcuritf  of  the  night  chat  he  had  afceDdfid 
ih*  hill,  in  order  to  WMtch  the  com,  and  on  hearing  a  oolfc  to  proceed  from  a  quar- 
ter of  ihe  field  that  was  extremely  dirk,  and  in  vliich  the  fhadow  of  fome  peribo 
was  difcernablc,  be  had  called  out,  but  received  no  anfwer : — ^That  the  fuTpicioa  thea 
araft  ill  hie  miadt  that  Aef  were  either  thievei  or  wild  beaflt,  aad  dantied  him  ftr 
the  fecuritf  of  hie  perfM*  being  then  eutirelf  alone ;  he  therefore  fired  the  gun  to  re- 
pel  the  daii|er«  and  nooaded  y^^jmig  mn  hj  mifrhenrf,  (a  tliat  he  aiterwarda 
dkd> 

That  he,  tlM  depoaentt  vae  not  aftnatcd  bf  wB/f  Other  flMllvc  or  hKeoiIoo  on  this 

occafion,  nor  deGrout  of  caoftng  tha  death  of  an  iadividoal.  The  relations  of  the 
deceafcd  being  then  examined,  gave  a  con cfpondinp  evidence,  and  raifed  no  doubts 
ia  Other  refpc^s  to  the  truth  of  the  above  dcpofiiion.  In  confideration,  therefore* 
hetvofit  appeara  diat,  akhoogh  Jfc^b^  b  guilty  of  homicide  hf  goga^friaf •  fct* 
fince  he  wai  upon  the  watch  over  the  fields,  in  the  darknefs  of  the  nigllC,  aad  per> 
ceived  the  fliadow  of  a  man,  whom  he  hailed,  and  from  whom  he  received  no  aufwer, 
and  bad  in  coniequence  apprehended  the  approach  of  thiem  or  wild  bealU,  to  pre* 
TOt  iriddi*  lie  fired  the  gun  that  oeeafioaed  the  miBsds  whereof  dw  nan  is  now 
dead^It  follows,  that  there  did  not  exift  anj  premeditated  intention  of  murder*^ 
The  aft  of  which  Sbr-fo-pao  (lands  conviiftcd  may  be,  therefore,  ranked  under  the  ar- 
ticle of  homicide  commitud  in  an  affray,  and  the  fcntence  accordingljr  it,  to  be 
ftraagled  upon  the  neat  enfiiiOK  general  enecniion  or  gaol  deiiverj. 

The  abore  r^oct  baiflg  tranfinttted  to  the  fitprenM  criminal  tribwud  at 
They  rejoin, 

That,  on  inTcftigation  of  the  laws  we  find  it  ordained,  that  homicide  bj  gun-firing 
ftdlreeehvafattcneeconfiimabktodtthwagalnftiMenikaalmoidv  and  that 
die  law  againll  intentional  murder  gives  a  fentence  of  decapitation  on  the  next  en- 
AdagpaUieaatcttiiiB»«rgaoldeIim]r«  It  to  iitcwife  ibimd  to  ha  nrdaifid  by  iaw» 
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their  punifhment  to  that  of  exile.  Nothing  can  be  more  unjuft 
and  abfurd,  however  politic,  thao  fach  a  law ;  abfurd,  becaufc 
it  conliders  a  noQ^endtjr  capable  of  conunittiog  a  crime  ;  and 


that  whoever  fltall  unwarily  draw  a  bow,  and  (hoot  an  arrow  towards  fields  or  teae* 
n^ents,  to  that  any  perfon  uuperceired  therein  fliall  be  wounded,  and  die  therefrom* 
llwoli!mikrftaUrceitftabundf«dliloirt«itihtbelim       wd  be  bnift^dtodM 

dill-mce  of  three  thoufand  \ji  (near  a  thouCind  miles). 

In  the  caf;  now  before  us,  Sbe-fo-pao,  being  armed  ^';hh  a  m  ifi^uet,  goes  tOWttch 
the  corn,  hc<irs  auoife  in  the  fields,  and  calls  aJoud,  but,  rcccivinj{  no  anfwtt**  fyt- 
peA«  it  to  pvoeeed  fram  tUeves  or  wiki  bealU»  and  fires  the  gtui*  by  which  Fmg- 

yunj-mait  was  woooded,  and  is  now  dead.    But  in  the  dcpofition  given  in  by  the  dc* 

fend.tnt,  ihe  declaration  that  he  f;iw  the  ni.idow  of  fonie  pcrfon  does  not  accord 
with  the  iufpicion  afterwards  ezprciTed,  chat  the  notle  arolc  from  wild  bcatU.    it,  in 

trotht  he  ASIngoUhed  traoci  of  a  man*  attbe  timeof  hiscaUtof  oat*  nonritUlaiid* 

ing  that  the  violence  of  the  wind  prevented  his  hearing  the  reply,  Shc-fa-pao  bad  ociu 

lar  proof  of  the  reality  of  th?  pcrfm  from  the  fliadow  he  hid  feen.  Coiititiuinjj  our  in* 
veftigation,  wc  buve  turthcr  to  notice,  that  when  Hbe-fe-fM  took  his  ftatiun  in  order  CO 

gURl  the  aaiddk  gfooad,  Vmgymg  mn  wa»  engaged  ia  watchtag  his  fields  in  a  fi- 
nilar  manner,  and  would  have  occaOon  to  go  near  the  limit!  of  the  middle  ground 
in  his  way  to  his  own  farm,  and  which  could  not  be  hx  removed  from  the  path 
leading  to  the  middle  groimdi  on  which  account  it  behoved  i>he-jii-fao  to  hail  the 
perfin  repaaiadlyt  pnvioM  lo  As  firiag  of  the  gaa»  wholis  efift  woald  be  iaibmta* 
neons,  and  oecafioa  the  deaA  of  the  nakaom  periba  firom  whom  de  fiiond  pt«* 
ceedcd. 

Sbt'/o-fao  not  having  repeatedly  hailed  the  perfon  from  whom  the  noifc  bad  arifcn 
tft  difltarb  Um*  and'  frmHI^  to  tbe  left  eitninltf  opon  the  firft  ianpnlft  or  alann> 

■re  gaoonds  for  fufpeAing  that  there  exids  a  fallacy  .md  difgaife  in  the  tcftimony 
given  tn  this  affair,  in  which  cafe,  a  fentence  conformable  to  the  law  agaiatl  homi* 
cide,  coromitud  in  an  affray*  would  afibrd  a  punilhmeot  onequal  and  inadequate  to 
the  poflble  aggnvaUeo  of  the  oibnoe. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  would  appear,  in  confirmation  of  his  ftttement,  that  theft 
fields  were,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  neighbaoring  viUagea*  ttoderftood  to  be 
guarded  at  that  tiaw  in  die  manner  alareGud»  and  that  droamftanee  piofiog  true» 
thtaccidMl  tlM  Mbwid  BifbtM  be  ecafidetcd  filcly  aa  tka  eM  flf  afffr^^ 
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unjuft,  bccaufe  it  punllhes  an  innocent  perioii.  The  lawgiver 
of  Ifrael,  in  order  to  intimidate  his  ftiff-necked  and  rebellious 
lubje^,  fouad  it  expedient  to  tbreateu  the  vilttaiioaof  God  oa 

the 


fion  of  wilil  bcaQs  by  night,  inducing  the  accufed  to  iirc  towards  fields  or  teQeiueats« 
fp  as  to  woand  a  m*a  morully  by  the  mirchance* 

Should  a  Arid  eiaminatioa  admit  of  this  iotocfctlatSoo  of  the  cKewet^  the  ftateace 

may  be  aunrdcd  according  to  the  law,  iniincdintely  applicable  to  the  fubjc^l,  and 
not  in  contbrzni(y  with  the  law  agaiutl  homicide  cufutnicted  in  an  affray.  As  the 
Hfe  or  death  of  the  offender  icfts  oa  the  ppeftrence  to  be  (hewn  towards  either  of 
thofil  expofitioosof  the  cale,  it  is  rcfoK  cd  to  hold  any  immediate  decifion  ac  premap 
tiire,  and  we  ifliie  our  dircflions  to  the  faid  fub-viccroy  to  revife  the  prior  decifion  ; 
and>  wiih  the  ailillance  ofa  renewed  iiivcdig.uion.  finally  to  determine  und  report  lu 
tic  the  fcntetkce  which  he  may  conceive  moit  agreeable  to  the  fprit  of  oor  Jawc. 

Afrcr  a  fccond  inv.fli^;  it"nn,  and  rcconriJeratiun  of  thi  aSiirt  the  ruVvicc^r 
fcnt  in  the  following  report  to  the  fuprcmc  tribunal :  Purlbant  to  the  order 
for  revilal  iHiied  by  the  fupreme  crintind  tribonal,  Sbt-fo-pao  has  been  again  exa> 
mined  at  the  hart  and  dcpofcs,  That  on  hearing  a  noiie  in  the  com  flel(h,  he 
crnct  ived  it  to  proceed  from  thieves,  and  called  out  in  confeqiience,  but,  re- 
ceiving no  anfwer,  and  finding  the  noifc  gradually  to  approach  himj  he  then 
fbfpcAed  it  to  hm  srilen  from  a  wolf  or  tyger }  and.  in  die  ahutn  that  eidled  fiir 
his  pcrfonal  fafcty,  had  fired  the  gun,  by  which  yang-yung-mm  had  been  mortally 
wounded  ;  That,  fmcc  the  event  happened  in  the  fccond  watch  of  the  night,  after  the 
inoon  had  fet,  and  while  (loads  obfcured  the  faint  light  of  the  (lars,  it  was  really  a 
moneatof  iiDpenetrahiedarkaeftt  and  that  it  was  only  at  the  dillanee  of  s  ftv 
paces  that  he  £ftinguiOied  the  approach  of  the  found  that  had  alarmed  him,  but*  fai 
fafl,  had  never  fccn  any  lhadow  or  traces  whatfocvcr  j  That  had  he  perceived  any 
traces  or  lhadow  of  that  dcfcription,  he  would  not  have  ceafed  to  call  out.  though 
had  fiuM  torecei«e  an  anfWer  tho  6rfttiinc,nor  would  behave  had  the  tmerity 
to  fat  the  pun,  and  render  himfrlf  !^iii!ty  cT nutnlcr. 

"  That,  on  the  preceding  examination,  the  lirvcniy  and  rigour  of  the  enquiry  re» 
garding  the  grounds  upon  which  he  fnfpeAed  the  approach  of  diievee,  lb  as  to  hi* 
dnct  him  to  %n,  had  ovcrciMnc  ?i'in  with  lear«  be^  a  countryman  unuiird  to  llmi- 
far  proceedings,  and  produced  the  apparent  ineonprnity  in  his  depofition,  hu*.  that 
the  true  meaning  and  intent  was  to  exprefs  his  abfolute  uncertainty  whether  the 
Idann- arolb  icm  dMsei  «r  wiU  bedbi  mi aothing  father }  and  Ait  Snm 
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the  children,  for  the  fins  of  the  fathers,  unto  the  third  aad 
fourth  generation,  a  fentiment  however  which,  it  would  fccm, 
lapTe  of  time  had  rendered  lefs  expedient,  for  the  prophet  Ezc- 

kiel. 


fuch  depolUion  be  had  aever  intcationaUy  fwerved  ia  the  coarie  of  the  tavefti- 
gation. 

Appears  indeed,  thnr  when  the  nniTr  -(^-ns  firft  perceived  ia  the  fields,  Sht-f»-pao  hid 
chilled  out,  and  on  being  preveated  by  the  wind  from  hearing  a  reply*  had  ukcn 
alarm  as  aforcfaid. 

And  iriiBfi  it  naaliUwifc  <hpofed  >y  SUJk  ftm,  ttM  ihc  grain  being  i^pf  atthat 

feafba,  the  flcms  were  r\cccdin^  high  and  (Vrong,  fo  as  to  render  it  ditTuuIt  tn  walk 
,  amongrt  thcni,  ic  fecras  that  Fatig-jung-man,  in  walking  through  the  corn,  had  pro- 
daced  a  rudling  uoifc  very  aadtble  to  Sht'fo-paOf  who  was  fitting  oa  the  declivity 
ofdwbillt  andinadlKaioB'iawlddltlwwiadfitvmMdthepMtiNft 
but  when  the  latter  called  out,  the  wind,  on  the  contrary,  prevented  him  from  bt^ 
ing  heard,  and  cnnfcqiiently  from  receiving  an  anfwer;  this  mifchancc,  tlicrcforc, 
gave  rile  to  his  fuipicion  of  the  approach  of  wild  beafts,  which  appears  tu  have  been 
tka  ftie  aad  msdifgniftd  xaoti re  for  firiajf  tlic  gOb 

.  This  ftatement  of  fafis  being  narrowly  iavelligatcd«.  ift  COnipRaOce  wkll  the  fu. 
prcme  tribunal's  order  for  revifal,  may  be  confided  in  as  accurate,  and  worthy  of 
ffi^it }  the  refolta  theref<»e»  is  that  the  oSiender  during,  the  darknefs  of  the  uight,. 
aadwdvtbeapprehMifioiioftlieapiwiiMi^ofawalfortjrgeri  Itad  6i«d  a  mnl^aet 
ia  a  1^  frequented  by  men,  and  had  mortally  wounded  a  man  by  the  mifchancc, 
which  corrcfponds  with  the  law  fuggeftcd  in  »hr  order  fnr  revifd  ifTir-d  !>r  the  fu. 
preme  tribunal ;  aamely,  that  law  againll  an  offender  who  ihould  unnMniy  draw  a 
bow  and  ihoot  an  arrow  towardi  fields  or  taMmeMB,  fo  that  anyperiba  unpefceived 
therein  Ihoald  be  WBlUhled'aad  die  therefrom. 

The  prior  derffiow,  conformably  to  the  Taw  again((  homicide  committed  m  Tti 
affray,  fubfcquent  invefiigation  does  not  confirm )  and  Sit-ft-fM  is,  therefore,  qnly^ 


This  flcMd  rtfwtbtiag  miivcAbjr  iht  AifmBe «ri«Biiiil  OrtkMri^  diey  dtdaw- 

that,  •  • 

The  (iuteaac  having  been  littnA  Oft  «  fdrifion  hj  dw  fhb<viceroy,  and  rendered 
cmAnivMe  to  the  law.  which  oidwiit  tfeat«  whoever  flnll  tmwirttj  drsw  a  bow  and 
^  ftoot 


376'         '    TRAVELS  IN  CHINA.  '  | 

kiel,  wiio  on  this  fubjedl  had  more  elevated  notions  of  moral 
right  than  cither  the  Greeks  or  the  Chlnefe,  fpurus  it  with 
great  indignation.  In  allulion  to  fuch  an  idea,  which  it  i'ccms 
had  become  a  proverb  among  the  Jews,  he  breaks  out  into  this 
fublime  exclamation  :  "  What  mean  ye  that  ye  ufc  this  pro- 

verb  concerning  the  land  of  IfracI,  faying,  The  fathers  have 
*•  eaten  four  grapes,  and  the  children*8  teeth  are  fet  on  edge  ? 
*  As  I  live,  iaith  the  Lord,  ye  (hall  not  have  occafion  zay 

more  to  ufe  tliU  fxomh  in  Ifraci.  Behold  «U  foob  are 
**  mine;  as  the  foul  of  the  fttfaer,  lb  alfo  the  fiml  of  the  fou,  is 

mfaie.  The  foul  that  finned),  f^ihaU  die.  The  fan  fludl  not 
**-  bear  the  iniquity  of  the  fither,  ndther  fltall  the  father  bear 
*'  the  bquity  of  the  (on :  the  righteooloeft  of  the  righteoot 
M  (ball  be  upon  Aim,  and  the  widndnda  of  the  wicked  (hall  be 

In^moft  canfes,  eaeept  dwfe  of  lugh  trealbn,  it  may  be  pre- 
fumed,  the  high  tribunal  of  Fehln  will  ad  with  ftria  impar- 


fTiooi  an  arrow  towards  fields  or  tenement*,  Co  that  any  pcrfon  unperceived  tbereia 
xnAj  b«  woondcd*  wd  die  tberctrom,  the  offender  {hall  receive  a  iuuidred  blows 
via  the  haailMOk  aad  Mbr  tatUloMtt  CO  dit  dilbaee  of  JQOO  lyt. 

We  confirm  the  fentence  of  a  hnndred  blows  of  the  baraboo,  and  banifhrnent  to 
the  diftance  of  3000  lys ;  aud  further  prcfcribe,  that  ten  ounces  of  fi'ver  (3/.  6t.  SJ.) 
Hail  be  paid  by  the  oficiuicr  to  the  rciations  oi  the  dcceafed  for  the  cxpencea  of 
tarid. 

The  fentence,  lir-r.r' f'j'js  pronounced  on  the  19th  day  of  the  5th  mccv),  cf  the 
ajth  year  of  Kieit-LM^,  received  th«  Imperial  faa^oa  00  the  »iSL  daj  of  the  ikow 
■MOB*  iathiMlowiagiMrdti  IWlfam  te ftawaw ht tUi ofci]f><« 

lam-TiB. 
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tulity.  And  it  is  greatly  to  he  lamented,  that  all  civil  caufet 
have  not  been  made  fubjedt  to  a  fnnilar  revifion  as  thofe  of  a 
criminal  nature,  which  would  flrike  at  the  root  of  an  evil  that 
is  moft  grievoudy  felt  in  Chiua»  where  the  officers  of  juflice  are 
Icnown,  in  moft  cafes,  to  be  corrupted  by  bribery.  They  have, 
however,  wifely  feparated  the  office  of  jud-c  frorn  that  of  the 
Icgiflator.  Tlie  former,  having  found  the  f^d,  has  only  to  re- 
fer to  the  code  of  laws,  in  which  he  is  fupplied  with  a  fcalc  of 
crimes  and  their  punifhmcnts.  Such  a  mode  of  diflributing 
juflice  is  not  however  without  its  inconveniences.  Tender  as 
the  government  hao  fliewn  hfelf,  where  the  life  of  a  fubje£t  is 
concerned,  having  once  cdablillied  the  proportion  of  punilh- 
ment  to  the  offence  it  has  fuppofed  an  appeal,  in  civil 
caufes  and  mifdemcanors,  to  be  unnecelTary.  The  leiUciicc  in 
I'uch  caufes  being  tlius  left  in  the  brcaft  of  a  fingle  judge,  how 
great  foever  may  be  the  nicety  by  which  the  penalty  is  adapted 
to  the  offence,  the  cxclufion  from  appeal  is  in  itfelf  a  bar  to  the 
jufl  and  impartial  adminiflration  of  the  laws.  Tiie  fubject  be- 
ing rcfufcd  the  benefit  of  carrying  his  caufe  into  a  higher,  and 
on  that  account  more  likely  to  be  a  more  impartial,  court,  has 
no  fccurity  againft  the  caprice,  malice,  or  corruption  of  his 
judge. 

It  may  not  perhaps  be  thought  unworthy  of  notice  that  the 
legiflators  of  China,  among  the  various  punilhments  deviled  for 
the  commifTion  of  crimes,  have  given  the  criminal  no  oppor- 
tunity, cither  by  labouring  at  any  of  the  public  works,  or  in 
folitary  confinement,  to  make  fome  reparation  for  the  injury 
he  has  committed  agalnd  fociety.    Confinement  in  prifon,  as  a 

3  C  punilh- 
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jHinifliment,  is  not  known.  Exile  or  perfonal  chaftifement 
are  decreed  for  all  irregularities  not  approaching  to  capital 
oflfences.  . 

Executions  for  capital  crimes  are  not  frequently  exhibited  ; 
when  found  guilty  the  criminals  are  remanded  to  priion  till  a 
general  gaol  delivery,  which  happens  once  a  year,  al)out  the 
autumnal  equinox.  In  adopting  fuch  a  mcafurc  government 
may  perhaps  have  confidered,  how  little  bcneiit  the  morals  of 
the  people  were  likely  to  derive  from  being  the  frequent 
•  fpeftators  of  the  momentary  pain  that  is  re(julre<.l  to  take  away 
the  exiftence  of  a  fellow  mortal.  All  other  punilliments,  how- 
ever, that  do  not  affedl  the  life  of  man,  are  made  as  public  as 
pofFible,  and  branded  with  the  greatell  degree  of  notoriety. 
The  beating  with  the  bamboo,  in  their  ideas,  fcarcely  ranks 
lindtr  die  name  of  puniihment,  being  more  properly  confidered 
as  a  gentle  corre^on,  to  which  no  difgrace  is  attached ;  but  the 
cangue  or,  as  they  term  it,  the  uha,  a  kind  of  walking  pillory, 
u  :|L  Ueayy  tablet  of  wood,  to  wliicti  thej  are  faftened  by  the 
neck  and  hands,  and  which  they  are  fbmetimea  obliged  to  drag 
about  foif'^lcs  and  )h6nttis$  thb  Is  a  terrible  puni(hinent» 
and  well  calculated  to  deter  others  from  the  commiflton  of 
thole  crimes  of  which  it  is  the  confequcncc,  and  the  nature 
of  whicb  is  always  infcribed  in  large  charaders  upon  it. 

The  order  that  is  kept  in  th«r  jails  is  faid  to  be  excellent, 
a^'the  debtor  and  the  felon  are  always  confined  in  feparate 
ftht^  J  as  indeed  one  (hould  iiippofe  every  where  to  be  die 
hsStf  ibr,  as  Sir  George  Staunton  has  obfenred,  "  To  aflbdate 
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**  gtaik  wUh  ianpntditoas,  and  eanlSniad  ^cMiifift  with  nnf- 
"  fortune^  !•  impdlitic,  immoni,  and  cruel  V . 

The  abonuoabk  pndioe  <^  extorting  cooftffiim  by  the  jqp^ 
plication  of  the  torture  ia  the  worft  part  of  the  ciimmal  Jawa 
of  Chioa ;  but  they  pretend  to  fky  diia  mode  la  iddom  recurred 
to,  unleft  in  cafea  whece  the  guilt  of  the  aocufed  baa  been  nuule 
to  appear  by  ftrong  ciicumftandal  evidence.  It  ia  however  a 
common  puniihment  to  iqueeze  the  fingera  in  calet  of  mifde* 
meanour,  and  is  porticttlarly  paifdfed  as  a  poniflimeBt  of  thofe 
females  who  purchafe  licences  for  breaking  ^rau^  the  jmlfls 
of  ehaftity. 

By  the  laws  relating  to  property,  %vomen  in  China,  as  inr 
ancleat  Rome,  are  escluded  from  inhentiog,  where  there  are 
children,  and  from  difpofing  of  property ;  but  where  there  are 
no  male  children  a  man  may  leaye,  by  will,,  the  whqle«f  bia 
property  to  the  widow.   The  leaCbn  they  aifiga  fiar  >vromea 
not  inheriting  is,  that  a  woman  can  make  no  ofiering  todfceafed 
relations  in  the  hall  of  ancedors ;  and  it  is  deemed  one  of  the 
firft  ideal  bleilings  of  life  for  a  man  to  have  feme  one  to  look 
up  to,  who  will  tranfmlt  his  name  to  future  ages,  by  perform- 
ing, at  certain  fixed  periods,  the  duties  of  this  important, 
ceremony.     All  their  laws  indeed  reijpeding  property,  as  I 
have  already  oblerved,  are  Infuflicieni  to  give  it  that  fecurity 
and  {lability  which  alone  can  conflitulc  the  pleafurc  of  accu- 
mulating wealth.    The  avarice  of  men  in  power  may  overlook 
thoic  who  are  in  nKxierate  circuudances,  but  the  a^ucnt  rarely 

*  Ji.  debtor  is  releaffd  when  it  appears  t]Mt.the  whole  of  his  propertj  has  been, 
gtvea  up  for  the  ale  of  bit  creditors  '  '  '   • 
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efcape  their  rapacious  grafp.  In  a  word,  although  the  laws 
are  not  fo  perfedt  as  to  procure  for  the  fubje£k  general  good, 
yet  neither  are  they  fo  defe^ve  as  to  reduce  him  to  that  date 
of  general  miiery,  which  coaM  only  be  terminated  in  a  tvn^ 
hn&na.  Hie  executive  adnlidftfation  it  fo  faulty,  that  the  aian 
in  oflSoe  generally  has  it  in  his  power  to  govern  the  hws, 
.  which  makes  the  meafure  of  good  or  evU  depend  greatly  on  hb 
moral  chara6ker* 

Such  are  indeed  tlie  dUfmiition  and  tlie  habits  of  the  people^ 
that  fo  long  as  the  multitude  can  procure  thdr  bowl  of  rice 
and  a  few  favory  fauces,  that  coft  only  a  mere  trifle,  theze  will 

be  lefs  danger  of  a  revolt ;  and  the  gOTCmment  is  fo  well  con- 
vinced of  this,  that  one  of  its  firft  concerns  is  to  lay  up^  in  the 
public  magazines  creAed  in  every  part  of  the  empire,  a  pro- 
viHon  of  gr^D,  to  ferve  as  a  fupply  for  the  poor  in  times  of 
£unine  or  fcarctty.  In  this  age  of  revolutions,  a  change,  how- 
ever, feems  to  be  taking  place  in  the  minds  of  the  people  wliich 
I  Audi  pidently  notice. 

The  fyftem  of  univerfat  and  implicit  obedience  towards 
fiiperiors  pervades  every  branch  of  the  public  fervice.  The 
officers  of  the  feveral  departments  of  government,  from  the  firft 
to  the  ninth  degree,  adling  upon  the  fame  broad  bafis  of 
paternal  authority,  arc  inverted  with  the  power  of  infiifting  the 
fummary  puni£hment  of  the  bamboo,  on  all  cccafions  where 
they  may  judge  it  proper,  which,  under  the  denomination  of 
a  fatherly  correction,  they  adminifter  without  ar>y  previous 
trial,  or  form  of  inquiry.  The  flighteft  offence  is  puuifliable 
ill  this  manner,  at  the  will  or  the  caprice  of  the  lowefl  ma< 
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giftrate.  Such  a  fummary  proceeding  of  the  powerful  againft 
the  weak  naturally  creates  in  the  latter  a  dread  and  difhlift  of 
the  former ;  and  the  common  people,  accordingly,  regard  the 
approach  of  a  man  in  office,  juft  as  Ichoolboys  oblenre  the 
motions  of  a  fcvere  siafterf  but  the  iktberly  Jdqdiiefi  of  the 
Emperor  is  recognifed  ffren  in  puniihinent ;  the  culprit  may 
claim  the  exemption  of  every  fifth  Mow  as  the  Emperor's  coup- 
fle-^race ;  but  in  all  probability  he  gains  little  by  fndi  ieoiiffion» 
« the  defidency  in  number  may  eafily  be  made  up  in  weight. 

Hiii  pfadical  meAod  of  ennctng  a  fatherly  aSedion  it  not 
confined  to  the  multitode  alone,  but  is  extended  to  every  rank 
and  defcription  of  perfons,  ceafing  only  at  the  foot  of  the 
throne.  Each  officer  of  ftate,  from  the  ninth  degree  upwards 
to  the  fourth,  can,  at  any  time,  adminifter  a  gentle  corredion 
to  hb  inferior;  and  the  Emperor  orders  the  bamboo  to  hia 
minifters,  and  to  the  other  four  clafles,  whenever  he  may  thinly 
It  neceflary  for  the  good  of  their  morals.  It  is  well  Itnown 
diat  the  late  Kuu  JUmg  caufed  two  of  his  fons  to  he  bambooed 
long  after  they  bad  arrived  at  the  age  of  maturity,  one  of  which» 
I  believe,  is  the  prefent  rdgning  Emperor. 

In  travelling  through  the  country,  a  day  fddom  .efcaped 
vrithout  our  witneffing  the  plication  of  the  Pan-tsfypr  ham* 
boo,  and  generally  In  fuch  a  manner  that  it  might  be  called  by 
'  any  other  name  except  a gmtle  correction.  A  Chinefe  fufferiog 
under  this  puni(hment  cries  out  in  the  moft  piteous  manner; 
a  Tartar  bears  it  in  filence.  A  Chinefe,  after  receiving  a  cer* 
tain  number  of  ftrokes,  &Us  down  on  his  knees,  as  a  matter 
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of  courle,  before  him  who  ordered  the  punishment,  thanking 
him,  in  the  mod  humble  manner,  for  the  fatherly  kindaefs  he 

has  teftified  towards  his  fon,  in  thus  putting  him  in  mind  of 
his  errors ;  a  Tartar  grumbles,  and  difputes  the  point  as  to  the 
right  that  a  Chineie  may  have  to  £og  him ;  or  he  turns  away  in 
(uUen  fileoce. 

.  Ridiculous  as  it  may  appear  to  a  foreigner,  in  obferving  an 
officer  of  ftate  ftretching  himfelf  along  the  ground  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  being  flogged  by  order  of  another  who  happens  to  rank 
one  degree  above  him ;  yet  it  is  impoffible,  at  the  fame  tlme^ 
to  fupprefs  a  glow  of  indignation,  in  witneiling  fo  mean  and 
obfequious  a  degradation  of  the  human  mind,  which  can  bring 
ttfelf,  under  any  circum fiances,  patiently  to  fubmit  to  a  vile 
corporal  punilhment,  adminiftered  by  the  band  of  a  Have,  or  by 
a  common  foldlcr ;  and  when  this  is  done,  to  undergo  the  Aill 
more  vile  and  humiliating  adt  of  killing  the  rod  that  correds 
him.    But  the  policy  of  the  government  has  taken  good  care 
to  remove  any  fcruples  that  might  arife  on  this  fcore.  Where 
paternal  regard  was  the  fole  motive,  fuch  a  chaflifement  could 
not  poflibly  be  followed  with  dillionour  or  difgrace.    It  was  a 
wonderful  point  gained  by  the  government,  to  fubjeil  every 
individual,  the  Emperor  only  excepted,  to  the  fame  corporal 
corredlion  ;  but  it  mud  have  required  great  addrefs,  and  men*8 
minds  mufl  have  been  completely  fnbdned,  or  completely  con- 
vinced, before  fuch  a  fyftcm  of  univerlal  obedience  could  have 
been  accomplilhed,  the  confequence  of  which,  it  was  obvious, 
could  be  no  other  than  univerfal  fervility.    It  could  not  fail  to 
cftablifli  a  mofi  c^edual  check  againft  the  complaints  of  the 
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Buhitiide,  hy  ihewing  them  tliat  the  lame  man,  who  had  the 
power  of  punifliiDg  them,  was  eqtiaUj  liable  to  be  correded  ia 
hit  turn,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  by  another.  The  ponilb* 
ment  of  the  bamboo  mull,  I  fufped,  be  one  of  the  moft  ancient 
hifficudona  of  China.  Indeed  we  can  fcarcelj  conceive  It 
ever  to  have  been  introduced  into  a  fociety  already  civilized  ^ 
but  rather  to  have  been  coeval  with  the  origin  of  that  fociety. 

A  fimibr  kind  of  perfonal  chafttfement  for  l^t  oflenoea^ 
or  milcondud,  was  infliOed  in  Rufiia  on  peribns  of  all  nnks^ 
but  with  this  Afl^nce,  that  the  corredion  was  private  and 
by  order  of  the  Soverdgn  alone.  The  Czar  Peter,  indeed, 
generally  beftowed  a  drubbing  on  his  courtiers  with  his  own 
hand ;  who,  inftead  of  being  difhonoured  or  dilgraced  by  fuch 
acaftigation,  were  foppoled,  from  that  very  circumllance,  to 
be  hisparticuhur  favourites,  and  to  ftand  high  in  his  confidence. 
The  great  Mentzikoff  is  faid  to  have  frequently  left  his  clofet 
with  a  black  eye  or  a  bloody  nofe ;  and  feemed  to  derive  en- 
creafing  importance  from  the  unequivocal  marks  of  his  mafter'a 
fiiendfikipb  Evqi  at  the  prefent  day,  or  till  very  lately,  little 
di%race  was  attached  to  the  puniihment  of  the  imtft,  which  was 
a  private  fiagdktion  by  order  of  the  court ;  but  this  atwminable 
praAice  either  is  altogether  difcootinued,  or  in  its  laft  ftage  of 
exiflence.  Such  arbitrary  proceedings  could  not  long  remain 
in  force  among  an  enlightened  people. 

Thefe  two  great  emigres,  the  grestefi  indeed  that  exift ,  in 
the  world,  dividing  between  them  nearly  a  fifth  part  of  the 
whole  habitable  globe,  each  about  a  tmth,  exhibit  a  lingular  dif- 
ference 
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ferenee  with  regard  to  political  ctraimftaocci.  One  tttttarf 
ago  RufHa  was  but  joft  emerging  from  a  ftate  of  barfaaiifoit 
aad  in  «  century  hence,  in  all  bttoian  probability,  (he  will 
make  a  coofpicuotta  figure  among  European  nadons,  bodi 
in  arta  and  arma.  Two  thoufand  jean  ago  China  was  dvilized 
to  the  fame  degree,  or-  neailj  fo,  that  (he  ia  at  pre&at.  The 
govemmenta  were  both  arbitrary,  and  the  people  were  flavea. 
The  natural  geoiua  of  the  Rufllan,  cramped  peihapa  in  fome 
degree  by  his  frozen  climate,  ia  lefa  fttjfceptible  of  improvement 
than  that  of  the  Qiineie.    Whence  then,  it  may  be  aiked,  pro- 
ceeds the  very  great  difference  in  the  progreiTive  improrement 
of  the  two  nations  ?  principally,  I  (hould  fuppofe,  from  the 
two  following  reafons.    Ruffia  invites  and  encourages  foreigners 
•  to  inRri:«fl  her  fubjefls  in  arts,  fcicnces,  and  manutaftures. 
China,  from  a  fj/irit  of  pride  and  felf-importance,  as  well  as 
from  jealoufy,  rejed^s  and  expels  them.     The  language  of 
Ruflia  is  cafily  acquired,  and  her  fubjciJls  as  eafily  learn  thofe 
of  other  countries,  whilft  that  of  China  is  fo  dilRcuit,  or  their 
method  of  learning  it  fo  defedive,  as  to  require  the  ftudy  of 
half  the  life  of  man  to  fit  him  for  any  of  the  ordinary  employ- 
ments of  the  ftate,  and  they  have  no  knowledge  of  any  lan- 
guage but  their  own.   The  one  is  in  a  ftate  of  youthful  vigour, 
advancing  daily  in  ftrength  and  knowledge;  the  other  is  worn 
out  with  old  age  and  difiiaie,  and  under  ita  prcfent  ftate  of 
extftence  ia  not  likely  to  advance  in  any  land  of  improve- 
menu 

To  the  piinciple  of  univerfii  obedience  the  Chinefe  goreni- 
ment  haa  added  another^  which  u  well  calcuhtted  to  iatiafy 

the 
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ibe  pubKc  mind :  the  firft  bonoun  and  the  higheft  offices  are 
open  to  the  very  IcnrdI  of  the  people.   It  admit*  of  no  heiCK 
ditary  nobility ;  at  leall  none  with  exdoliTe  privileges   As  a 
mark  of  the  Sovereign's  &vour  a  diftin^ion  will  fometimes 
defcend  in  a  family,  but)  as  it  confers  no  power  nor  priviiege 
nor  emolument,  it  foon  wean  out.   All  dignities  may  be  con* 
fidered  as  merely  perfbnsl ;  the  princes  of  the  blood,  even, 
ijok  gradually  into  the  common  mafs,  unlefs  their  talents  and 
their  application  be  Aifficient  to  qualify  them  for  office,  inde- 
pendent of  which  there  can  be  neither  rank  nor  honours,  and 
very  little  if  any  diftindion,  not  even  iu  the  imperial  family, 
beyond  the  third  generation.    On  public  days  the  Emperor, 
at  a  fingic  glance,  can  diftinguifli  the  rank  of  each  of  the  many 
thoulaiui  courtiers  that  arc  afrcmblcd  on  fuch  occafions  by  their 
drels  of  ceremony.    The  civilians  have  a  bird,  and  the  military 
a  tygcr,  embi  oidcred  on  the  breafl  and  back  of  their  ujiyicr 
robe ;  and  their  feveral  ranks  are  pointed  out  by  diiicrent 
coloured  globes,  rnountcd  on  a  pivot  on  the  top  of  the  cap  or 
bonnet.  The  Emperor  has  alio  two  orders  of  diftinilion,  which 
are  conferred  by  him  alone,  as  marks  of  particular  favour  j  the 
order  of  the  yellow  veil  and  of  the  peacock's  feather. 

The  influence  that,  in  nations  of  Europe,  is  derived  from 
birth,  fortune,  and  character,  is  of  no  weight  in  the  Cliinefa 
government.  The  moft  learned,  and  I  have  already  cx})iained 
how  far  the  term  extends,  provided  he  be  not  of  noioi  ious  bad- 
charafler,  is  fure  to  be  employed  ;  though  under  the  prcfent 
Tartar  government,  the  Chinefe  complain  that  they  never  arrive 
at  the  higheft  rank  till  they  are  advaQce4  in  years.  Learning 

3  D  alooe« 


almw,  by  llic  Aiid  majdot^  ftatt,  letdi  to  .office,  aa4  officp' 
lodifliiidioiu  PMpertjj  without  IcMraiag,  Jiw  Jittlc  weight,  ai>4 
tconfien  oo  .^ftinflSoii,  excqit  in  ibme  coniipc  pronocul  gch 
9tamtB»$t  wImk  the  external  amfci  of  oiBoe  aie  fold,  ae  in 

Cantoa.  Hence  property  is  not  fo  much  an  objed  of  the  lawt 
in  China  as  eUew^wue,  end  confequcotly  haa  not  the  fame  'feciiK 
jitj*  lo  the  goiveninieots  of  Europe,  property  feldom  fails  to 
ttonmand  influence  and  to  ibrce  dependence :  in  China,  the 
4Ban  of  property  is  afraid  to  own  it,  and  alt  the  enjoymeott  k 
ipfocucca  him  ace  Sis>lea» 

Sometimes,  indeed,  the  highefl  appointments  in  the  (late  are 
conferred,  as  it  happens  elfewhere,  by  fome  favourable  acci- 
dent, or  by  the  caprice  of  the  monarch.  A  ftriking  inRance 
of  this  kind  was  difplayed  in  the  perfon  of  Ho-tcbung  tang^  the 
lail  prime  miniftcr  of  the  late  Kicn-long.  This  man,  a  Tartar, 
happened  to  be  placed  oa  guard  in  the  palace,  where  his  youth 
and  comely  countenance  Aruck  the  Emperor  fo  forcibly  in  paC- 
ilng,  that  he  ient  for  liiaL  to  the  prcience ;  and  finding  hiin 
^iqoally  agreedile  in  hie  con^etiadon  and  mamiers,  be  niled 
Um  rapidly,  but  gradually,  £rom  the  .fitnaidon  of  a  common 
ibldier,  to  the  hi|^icft  flation  in  the  empire.  Soch  iudden 
dMnges,  icom  a  Arte  of  nothingnefa  to  the  iwiBail  of  power» 
haife  fieqioenily  beeaoUamd  to  be  attended  with  oodeqtiencei 
ao  'left  littd  m  tht  Man  to  jikntnAf  tban  peinisiaDi  to  -the 
pdbMc:  andtlMiBllliappettedtoihiifiwoniiBeoiioUlw;  IMi^ 
ibefife  of  Uiold  mifcr,  over  whom,  in  Ue  kMr  years,  he  la 
USA  to  have  po&fled  an  unbouided  inflneaee^  be  availed  lum- 
of  Ibe  meant  that  oihnd»  bX'Cvery^tccieioffiRMidattdejB* 
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tortton,  hj  tyranny  and  oppreflfaMi,  10  imaft  Cvkk  immenle 
iveahb  iagold,  iilver,  pearls,  and  immoreable  property,^  that 
his  acquifitioti*  were  generally  allowed  to  have  exceeded  thofe 
<^  aoy  Tingle  indWidoal,  that  the  hiftory  of  die  country  had 
made  known.   His  pride  and  haughty  demeanor  had  rendered 
him  Co  obnoxious  to  the  royal  family  that,  at  the  time  we  were 
in  Pekin,  it  was  generally  fuppoied,  he  had  made  up  hu  nund  to 
die  with  the  old  Emperor,  &r  which  e^t  he  had  dwaya  at  hand 
a  dofe  of  poiibn,  not  chufing  to  ftand  the  fevere  Inveftigatioa 
which  he  was  well  aware  die  fuceeeding  prince  would  direQ  to 
be  made  bto  his  minlfterial  conduct   It  feems,  however,  when 
that  event  equally  happened,  the  love  of  life,  and  the  hope  of 
efcaping,  prevailed  on  him  to  change  his  puq>ofe  and  to  ftand 
the  hazard  of  a  trial.    Of  the  crimes  and  enormities  laid  to  his 
charge  he  was  found,  or  rather  he  was  faid  to  have  pleaded* 
guilty.    The  vad  wealth  he  had  extorted  from  others  was  con- 
fifcated  to  the  crown,  and  he  was  condemned  to  SaSu  aa  igno* 
minious  death*. 

But 

*  The ctremnftances  attending tihedovrnf:!'  of  lUs  mlnider  are  eaHousi  and  fhe«; 
in  i's  true  light,  the  dcfpotic  nature  of  the  Chincfe  govcrnmcrtt,  notwithftandln^f 
their  falutary  laws*  The  new  Emperor,  determiQcd  on  lii!;  ruin,  makes  a  poblic  dtf' 
daration  wbereio«  after  apologixiitg  for  hoc  aUbuning  agreeably  tit  fte  £iw>  o^dke 
empire  fiom  all  aAs  of  inaoration,  for  the  fpacc  of  three  jtUi  iibit  Ets  father'^ 
death,  he  ohfcrves,  that  the  crimes  and  cxccfTcs  of  Ho-tckun^-tan^  arc  of  fo  horrid  a 
nature,  as  to  preclude  him  from  a£)ing  towards  him  with  any  pity  or  indulgence.^ 
He  then  exhibits  about  twenty  articlet  of  acculatioD  a§a£ali  him,  the  principal  of 
ivkieh  aMt 

Ccnlumnfy  tciwni-d'.  his  fithcr  (tlic  li'c  Fi-'pr  -nr)  b]f  r^duif  OB  horfeback  fO  ftj^ 
very  door  of  the  hail  of  audience  at  J  ii«»-«oi-jfu*ii.         '*   -■'••>  ■> 

Awitd^  uder  pveinmof  UaMMfi* «»  craliqg  ^nfiStf'to  m  earneiI'M  ancrfroth' 
tbe  palace  dmwgktlw  door  |teapiiti(v  tie  lEanpaw  .•  ' 

J»<  freeifctiii 
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But  Ho-tcbung  tang^  if  guilty  of  inordinate  ambition,  or  ads 
of  injufttce,  is  far  from  being  the  only  inUance  of  fuch  con- 
dudl  in  men  thus  raifed  from  humble  fituations.    The  oiHccrs 

of 


ScamJalotu  bthaviour,  in  taking  away  the  virgins  of  the  palace,  aaJ  appropriaciog 
them  to  his  own  nfe. 

PriJt  aiiJ infihnct,  in  coontermandiog  his  (the  new  Emperor's)  order,  for  all  the 
princes  of  Tartary  to  be  fummoned  to  Fekini  thofc  who  had  not  hud  ilie  fmall-pox 
excepted,  to  ainil  at  the  ftmeral  of  his  father,  and  by  ifluing  anew  one,  in  which 
mene  were  excepted. 

Bribtrj  and patilaRty,  in  felling  and  giving  away  appointmeou  of  weight  to  pcrfons 
totally  unqualified  to  fill  them. 

Arrogantt,  in  making  ufe  of  the  wood  Nan-moo  (cedar)  in  his  honfe,  which  is  de(^ 
tined  excluTively  for  royal  palaces  }  and  in  birilding  a  boufe  and  gardens  in  the  (lytc 
and  manner  of  thole  belonging  to  the  Emperor. 

For  having  in  his  poiTclEon  more  than  two  hundred  Arings  of  pearlj,and  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  jewels  and  precious  (lones,  which  his  rank  diJ  not  allow  him  to  wear, 
and  among  which  was  a  pearl  of  fuch  wonderful  mngnitnde,  that  the  Emperor  him- 
firff  had  no  equal  to  it. 

For  having  in  gold  and  filver  alone,  which  has  been  already  difcovered  and  con- 
fifcated,  the  amotmt,  at  lead,  of  ten  million  taels  (about  3,500,000/.  fterltng). 

One  article  is  fmgularly  curious.  For  having  been  guilty  cf  the  deeped  treachery 
In  informing  him  (the  new  Emperor)  of  his  father's  intention  to  abdicate  the  govern- 
ment in  his  (the  new  Emperor's)  favour,  eiu  day  before  his  father  made  it  public, 
thinking  by  fuch  means  to  gain  his  favour  and  affcAion ! 

After  enumerating  the  feveral  articles  of  accufation,  the  Emperor  Hates,  that  thfr 
minidcr  being  interrogated  by  a  Tartar  prince  on  the  feveral  points,  had  confeffed 
the  whole  to  be  tme,  and,  therefore,  without  further  evidence,  he  commands  the 
prcfidcncs  and  members  of  the  feveral  courts  in  Pekin,  the  vicerop  of  provinces,  and 
governors  of  cities,  on  thefc  articles  of  accufation  being  laid  before  them,  to  paft  a 
proper •fcntence  on  the  faid  No-tcbtmg-itng.  According  to  the  majority,  he  was  coo- 
demned  to  be  beheaded  ;  but  as  a  peculiar  aA  of  g^ce  and  benevolence  on  the  part 
of  the  Emperor,  this  fcntence  was  mitigated  to  that  of  his  being  allowed  to  be  his 
own  ckccutiooer.  A  fUkcn  cord  being  fent  as  an  intimation  of  this  mark  of  the  Em- 
peror's favour,  be  caofcd  himlclf  to  be  ftrangled  by  fome  of  his  attendants. 

tar  Who 
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of  govemment  in  general,  though  intended  by  the  conftitution 
as  « lund  of  b«rrier  between  the  prince  and  the  people,  are  the 
greateft  oppreflbn  of  the  latter^  who  haVe  feldom  any  meani  of 
tedrefi,  or  of  conveying  their  complunts  to  the  Imperial  eu. 
There  U  no  middle  clafs  of  men  in  China:  men  whofe  pro* 
perty  and  ideas  of  independence  give  them  weight  in  the  part 
of  the  country  where  they  refide  ;  and  whofe  influence  and  iiw 
tercfl  are  coniidered  as  not  below  the  notice  of  the  government. 
In  fait,  there  are  no  other  than  the  governors  and  the  governed. 
If  a  man,  by  trade,  or  indttftry  in  his  profeHion,  has  accumu- 
lated riches,  he  can  enjoy  them  only  in  private.  '  He  dares  not, 
by  having  a  grander  houfe,  or  finer  clothes,  to  let  his  neighbour 
perceive  that  he  is  richer  than  himfclf,  left  he  fliould  betray 
him  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  diflrld,  who  would  find 
no  difficulty  in  bringing  him  within  the  pale  of  the  fumptuary 
laws,  and  in  laying  his  property  under  confifcation. 

Sometimes,  indeed,  the  extortions  that  the  officers  pradiie 
upon  the  people,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Ho-tcbutig-tamg^  meet  the 
hand  of  juftice.    Other  magiftraies  keep  a  fteady  eye  upon  their 
proceedings,  and,  in  proper  time,  tranfmit  the  neceffary  infor- 
•  mation  to  court.   Spies- alfo  are  detached  from  coiirt  into  the 


Wlvo  eoold  dciipe  when  tlie  BmiierarorCbiiia  is  hinlelf  the  accnftrf  It  will  readi. 

I7  occur,  from  the  faic  of  Ho  ubung  tang,  that  there  is  n;  t  that  line  of  independence 
drawn  between  the  executive  an  J  jiiriJical  authority,  v  hich  the  ingenious  .luthor  of  the 
Spirit  of  Laws  has  clearly  proved  to  be  the  grand  foundation  of  a  juU,  legal,  hhJ 
efidett  rectiritir  of  the  life  and  profiertf  of  the  fohjcft.  In  faA,  ia  ail  (late  criaan, 
the  Emperor  becomes  both  the  accufer  and  the  ja4gc>  lathit  cafe lj£Ji»4ttum  tmig 
k<  maj  likewifc  be  iaid  to  have  been  the  oalj  endMict> 

3  '  provinces^ 
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provinces,  under  the  name  of  infpcftors.  Jealous  of  each 
other,  they  let  no  opportunity  flip  of  making  unfiavourable  re- 
ports their  fuperiors.  Notwithftanding  which,  with  all  the 
precautions  taken  by  government  in  favour  of  the  fubje^,  the 
latter  finds  Mmielf  moft  dreadfully  oppreflfed.  It  b  true,  for 
very  flight  oSence.s  preferred  againlt  men  in  office,  the  court 
direds  a  public  reprimand  !n  the  official  Gazette ;  for  thofe  of 
a  more  ferious  nature,  dcgradatidn  from  rank ;  and  every  of- 
iicer  ib  ck^ded  is  under  the  lieceffity  of  proclaiming  his  own 
difgrace  in  all  his  public  orders;  not  only  to  put  him  in  mind 
of  his  pad  condud,  but  likewife  to  Ihew  the  people  bow  watch- 
ful the  eye  of  government  is  over  the  actions  of  itsiervantt. 
The  laft  ftage  of  public  degradation,  which  amounts  to  a  ien- 
tence  of  infamy,  is  an  order  to  fuperintend  the  preparation  of 
*  the  Emperor's  tomb,  which  implies  that  the  perfon  fo  ien- 
tenced  is  more  fit  to  be  employed  among  the  dead  than  the  liv- 
ing. Tcbattg-  ta-gin^  the  late  viceroy  of  Canton,  was  condemned 
to  this  degrading  iervice  *• 

The  viceroy  of  a  province  can  veaain  in  that  cfHce  no  lon- 
ger than  three  yeiiirs,  left  he  might  obtain  an  undue  influence* 
No  iervant  of  the  crown  can  form  a  family  alliance  in  the  place 
where  he  commands,  nor  obtain  an  office  of  importance  in  the 
city  or  town  wherein  he  was  born.  Yet  with  thefe,  and  other 
precautions,  there  is  ftill  little  fieauity  Ibr  the  fubjed.  He  has 
to  voice  whadbever  in  the  govetsment,  other  diredUy  or  by 

*  Among  the  various  ciiftomt  of  China*  particuliurieetl  io  the  acconau  of  the  two 
tlalioibedaa  tr«*dlers  ta  the  ntmth  centor^t  this  remnlahle  one  ife  nodeed*  aSbfd^ 
]n^!:,  \vith  the  icfl,  eqaally  Tingtilar  and  p<culi|ir  W  dth  atiOB^  1  itwfi'Jgjble fWwl 
^  U»  aothcoticity  of  theft  two  relation*. 

reprc- 
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reprerentation ;  and  the  otdy  fatiafadion  he  pofllbly  can  reccwre 
for  injuries  done  to  him,  and  that  is  mereljr  of  a  n^tiTe  kind, 
is  the  degradation  or  the  removal  of  the  man  in  power,  who 
had  been  his  oppreflor,  and  who  perhaps  may  be  replaced  bj  aa« 
other  equal!/  bad. 

Hie  iogoiknM  Mr.  Fauw  has  obferred,  that  China  is  endre* 
gOTcnwd  by  die  whip  aoit  die  bamboo.   To  thele  he  nught 
have  added  the  yearly  eakndar  and  die  Pckin  Gazette^  both  of 
whieb,  at  eo^glMiea  in  die  hands  of  government  cootribote  very 
materially  to  affift  its  operatioiis.   By  the  cireolation  of  the  firft 
is  kept  aKve  die  obfervance  of  certafai  fupefftitioot  which  it 
is,  apparently,  the  (ludy  of  governmeDt  to  encoufage.  The 
iecond  is  a  vehicle  for  conveying  into  every  corner  of  the  em« 
pire  the  virtues  and  the  fatherly  kindnefs  of  the  rdgoiog  (bve* 
reign,  (hewn  by  punifhing  the  officers  of  his  govemmeat,  not 
only  for  what  they  have  done  amifs,  but  for  what  they  may  liave 
omitted  to  do.    Thus,  if  a  famine  has  defolated  any  of  the  pro- 
vince, theprin<apalo0icers  arc  degraded  for  not  having  taken 
the  proper  precautions  againfl  it.    This  paper,  in  the  (hape  of 
a  fmall  pamphlet,  is  publiflied  every  fecond  day.    The  mif- 
£ooariea  have  pretended  that  immediate  death  would  be  the 
confequence  of  in&rting  a  lalfehood  in  the  Imperial  Gazette. 
Yet  it  is  famous   for   defcribing  battles   that  were  never 
•fought,  and  for  announcing  vidorie«  that  were  never  gained. 
The  truth  of  this  obfervation  appears  from  leveral  proclama- 
tions of  Kaung-Jbee^  'Tcbien  Long^  and  the  prefent  Emperor, 
Wjuroiog  the  generals  on  diCUrnt  iUtio^a  iiom  making  falfe  re> 

ports. 
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[Ar^,  and  from  kilting  thoufandt  and  ten  thoofaads  of  the  ene- 
my, fometimes  even  when  no  engagement  had  taken  place*. 
The  reverend  gentlemen  only  mean  to  fay,  that  the  editor  would 
be  puniihed  if  he  ventureyi  to  iniert  any  thing  not  lent  to  him 
ofliciaUy  by  the  government 

The  prefs  in  China  is  as  free  as  in  England,  aad  the  profeC> 
fion  of  printing  open  lo  every  otie,  which  is  a  fingular  circum- 
ftanoe,  and  perhaps  the  dnly  inftancc  of  the  kind,  in  a  delpotic 
government.  It  has  ufualty  been  fuppofied  that.  In  free  conn- 
tries  only  where  «very  pcrfon  is  equally  under  the  proteQioo, 
and  equally  liable  to  the  penalties,  of  the  law,  the  liberty  of  the 
prefs  could  be  cherUhed  j  and  that  it  was  a  thing  next  to  im- 
poflible,  that  power,  fr  i-ided  on  error  and  fupported  by  op- 
prelfion, could  long  be  inalntalneJ  where  the  prels  w.is  free.  It 
was  the  prefs  that  in  Europe  effeded  the  ruin  of  pricftly  power, 
by  difpelUng  the  clouds  that  had  long  obfcured  the  rays  of 
truth ;  and  by  opening  a  ttot  accefs  to  the  dodrtnes  of  that  re- 
ligion which,  of  all  others,  is  beft  calculated  for  the  promotion 
of  individual  happinefs  and  public  virtue  f  • 

In 

*  The  mrdi  of  Kmwgjtm**  procIaTnation,  repeated  bf  Cd-JUif,  are  :  "  At  pre. 
**  fem  when  an  army  Is  fcnt  on  any  military  ferrice,  every  report  that  is  made  of 
"  its  operations,  contains  an  account  of  a  vidory,  of  rebels  difpcrfcd  at  die  iirlt  ea« 
**  coantcr,  driven  from  tlieir  ftatioBC)  killed,  aad  wnuided,  to  a  great  amonnt,  or  to 
*  tkeanuiaiic  of  IbmethoufiHidt/or,  in  flKNt,  that  the  rebels  (lain  were  innumerable." 

Petin  GaiLtlte,  31^  Jufy,  180O. 
f  When  the  art  of  printing  was  firH  introdaced  into  England,  and  carried  on  in 
Wcftminfter  Abbey,  a  ftrewd  dtorchiM*  is  laid  to  have  obfenred  to  the  Abbot  of 
Wflftniafter,  **  IT  yon  don't  take  care  to  dellrojr  tStax  macUne,  it  will  wrj  fixm  de- 
^  ftrof  joor  trade."  Be&wttnlisgiei^aneeof  tlieprcA,th«downfal  ofi  Hedly 
,«  dominioa 
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In  China  the  liberty  of  the  prcfs  feeras  to  excite  no  appre- 
*  faenfions  in  the  govern  meat.  The  fammary  mode  of  punifti- 
ing  any  breach  of  good  morals,  without  the  formality  of  a  trial, 
makes  a  pofitive  prohibiiion  agalnft  printing  uancceflary,  being 
itfelf  luflicient  to  reflrairi  the  liccntioufnefs  of  the  prere.  The 
printer,  the  vender,  and  the  reader  of  any  libellous  publication, 
arc  all  equally  liable  to  be  flogged  with  ihc  bamboo.  Few,  I 
fuppofe,  would  be  hardy  enough  to  print  reflexions  on  the  con- 
dud  of  government,  or  its  principal  officers,  as  fuch  publica- 
tions would  be  attended  with  certain  ruin.  Yet,  notwithft^nd- 
ing  all  the  dangers  (o  which  the  printing  profeflion  is  liable, 
daily  papers  are  publiflied  in  thf  capital,  circulating,  fomethin^ 
UIec  our  own,  private  anecdot9i>  domeftic  occurtoip^,  public 
fipti^et  of  fiUes,  and  the  wonderful  ▼irtue^s  of  quack  mediciftea. . 
yffe  yrece  told  that,  in  one  of  thele  papeta,  th^  Portuguefe  4ni(- 
fjontxf  mentioned  in  Mr.  Giammont'a  letter  got  a  paragrapl^ 
InTefted,  purponiqg  the  guat  negleft  of  the  Engltlh  in  having 
brought  no  pie&nts  for  the  princes  of  the  blood,  nor  for  the 
^peror's  miniftera.  This  falfe  and  malicious  paragraph  was 
Cnd  to  be  foHqwed  by  another,  ipfmuating  that  thofe  for  the 
Emperor  were  common  articles  of  little  value.  Another  pre- 
tended to  give  a  catalogue  of  them,  and  included  an  elq>hant 
about  the  fize  of  a  rat,  gia^s,  dwar£»|  wiihiq^  pillows,  and 
fuqh  like  nonfeoie.   T^c^e,  ipwever,  and  other  jpubUcafions, 

II  I.  1       '■       ■   II,  I  lit  IJ— »!■  '■    ■»>■    tf'wm   ;  I  I 

domiaioo  iu  ihc  gcucral  di^TuGon  of  kiiOMrledge  that  woaid  be  occafioned  by  it.  and 

liBa.tte.ifA«f  tbe  cfMgr  famcqnallr  clftvifighttfU  H  it  ymlaU*  ^  M  ^'tf 

traded.  .    ... 
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were  induftrioufly  kept  from  our  fight.  Under  the  generous 
idea  of  being  the  Emperor's  guefts,  we  were  not  allowed  to 
purchafe  any  thing.  He  alone  was  to  fupply  our  wants,  but 
his  officers  took  the  liberty  of  judging  what  thefe  wants  (hould 
confift  in.  .^^'f  * 

It  is  a  fingular  phenomenon  in  the  hiftory  of  nations,  how 
the  government  of  an  empire,  of  fuch  vaft  magnitude  as  that  of 
China,  fliould  have  preferved  its  ftabiUty  without  any  material 
change,  for  more  than  two  thoufand  years ;  for,  dropping  their 
pretenfions  to  an  extravagant  antiquity,  for  which  however 
they  have  fome  grounds,  there  can  be  no  doubt  they  were 
pretty  much  in  the  fame  ftate,  regulated  by  the  fame  laws,  and 
under  the  fame  form  of  government  as  they  now  are,  four  hun- 
dred years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  about  which  time  their 
renowned  philofopher  flourifhed,  whofe  works  are  ftill  held  on 
the  higheft  reputation.  They  contain  indeed  all  the  maxims  in 
which  their  government  is  ftill  grounded,  and  all  the  rules  by 
which  the  different  ftations  of  life  take  their  moral  condud;  and 
the  monarchy  is  fuppofed  to  have  beea  eftabliihed  two  thoufand 
years  before  his  time.  .^^^^^ 

If  the  teft  of  a  good  government  be  made  to  depend  on  the 
length  of  its  continuance,  unfhaken  and  unchanged  by  revolu- 
tions, China  may  certainly  be  allowed  to  rank  the  firft  among 
civilized  nations.  But,  whether  good  or  bad,  it  has  pofTeffed 
the  art  of  moulding  the  multitude  to  its  own  fhape  in  a  manner 
unprecedented  in  the  annals  of  the  world.  Various  accidents, 
improved  by  policy,  fcem  to  have  led  to  its  durability.  Among 

thefe 


« 

Digitized  by  d^OOgU 


TRAVELS  IN-CHINA. 


395 


thefc  the  natural  barriers  of  the  countiy,  excluding  any  foreign 
enemy,  are  not  to  be  reckoned  a*  tlic  kail  favourable ;  wiuUl 
the  extreme  caution  of  the  government  in  admitting  ftrangers 
kept  the  world  in  Ignorance,  for  many  ages,  ot  tlic  c.viilcnce  even 
(^the  mod  extenfive,  powerful,  and  populous  empire  among 
men.  Secluded  thus  from  all  intercourfe  with  the  red  of  the 
world,  it  had  time  and  leizure  to  mould  its  own  fubjeds  into 
the  ihape  it  wifiied  them  to  main  $  mnd  the  event  has  fuffictent- 
Ij  prof«d  itt  knowledge  ia  thia  refped. 

A  mmibcr  of  fbrtnmtte  dfcumftaneeB,  feldooi  combined  in 
the  fiune  country,  htTecontriboied  to  the  prelenration  of  inleiw 
aal  tranquillity  in  Gbbn.  The  language  la  of  a  natuve  wdl  cal« 
'cMlaied  to  keep  the  naft  of  the  people  in  a  ftaie  of  igooonoei 
They  aie  ndther  prohibhcd  horn  embracing  any  lelii^oa  of 
which  they  may  make  a  choice^  nor  coerced  to  contribute  to^ 
W(ardi  the  fii^port  of  one  they  do  not  approve.   The  painathat 
liaTe  been  taken  to  inculcate  fiiber  liabits,  to  deftroy  mvtnal 
conBdence,  and  render  every  aua  iderred  and  fufpidoos  of  hit 
neighbour,  could  not  fail  to  put  an  end  to  fecial  Intexcourie* 
No  meetings  were  held,  even  for  convivial  purpofet,  beyond 
the  family  circle,  and  thefe  only  at  the  fedival  of  new  year, 
Thofe  kind  of  turbulent  adcmbliet,  where  real  or  imagined 
grievances  are  difcufled  with  all  the  rancour  and  violence  that 
malicious  infinuations  againd  government,  added  to  the  efieds 
of  intoxicating  draughts,  too  frequently  infplre,  never  happen 
among  the  Chincle.    Contented  in  having  no  voice  in  the  go- 
Ternment,  it  hai  never  occurred  to  them  (hat  they  have  any 

3  >  2  rights. 
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rights  *  :  ana  ihcy  ctTUinly  enjoy  none  but  what  are  liable  to 
be  invaded  and  trampled  on,  whenever  the  fovercign,  or  any 
of  his  reprefentativcs,  from  interefV,  malice,  or  caprice,  think 
fit  to  exercife  the  power  that  is  withia  their  grafp.  The  doc- 
trine of  employing  refiftcncc  againil  opprefTiun,  applied  to  the 
people  and  the  government,  is  lo  contrary  to  every  fentimeat 
of  the  former,  that  the  latter  has  little  to  fear  on  that  fcore. 

Partial  infurredlions  occafionally  happen,  but  the^  are  gene- 
rally owing  to  the  extreme  poverty  of  the  people  which,  in 
feafoas  of  kmtdty  and  fimune,  ecNSipels  them  to  take  by  yiolence 
the  means  of  fubfifting  life,  which  otherwife  thej  could  not 
d>tain.  To  this  caufe  may  be  refetnd  dm  origin  of  almoft  all 
the  commotions  recorded  in  thdr  hiftory,  through  fome  of 
which,  when  the  eakmity  became  general,  the  regular  fiieetf> 
fion  has  been  interrupted,  and  even  changed.  We  wertf  tbld^ 
however,  by  ourCUnefe  aUendtntl,  that  certain  myftctioua 
foeietaes  did  exift  in  kmt  of  the  pcorineiee,  whofe  chief  obfeft 
Wis  to  orertura  the  Tartar  govcmaient;  that  they  beM  Iceret 

*  When  the  mirchlevoM  doArion  of  Tm  fmm,  capoonded  in  his  "  Rights  of 
"  Man,"  were  traoflated  into  various  languages,  and  induftrioufl^  attempted  to  be 
propagated  among  the  eaAcm  uaiions.  means  of  Frencli  emiflarics  |  when  one 
4rthdft  itfaufot  4iftarlMn  of  the  p«ic^  ornunleM  hadaaiHltf  flKcMiMte  fi^ 

ni(h!ng  the  Siiilcs  with  .tn  nbftr  i^'^t  of  this  precious  work  in  their  own  language,  he  next 
turned  his  aitcntlon  to  the  vaft  empire  of  Chtoa*  a  glorioot  theatre  Sac  thoTe  zealotis 
^mopoiites'to  itbj  their  putt  in,  if  thejr  «Nild  eaee  tMitn^  |»  Ank  llttk'  dmoM  ea 
iMH>etf<hBPMpl»  ThtcipninMM*  hmfcver,  fnled  of  liM«i&  The  fsUm 

opinions  of  T»m  Paine  coiili!  not  be  transfufed  into  the  Chinefc  langnag?  ;  and  theft 
unfortunate  people  undcrdood  no  other  but  their  own  }  fo  that  three  hundred,  and 
tih>ty-d^  mORoBs  tnrt  StotiutA  lb  HttMjas  in  igaaraBM  ted  iftifery  o»  «ccosat  of 
iMi  tttgwage  beiiig  iawpshle  of  ct^tying  tte  wllihiicned  dofaiawaf  ftwi. 
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meetings,  in  which  they  gave  vent  to  their  complaints  againft 
Tartar  preponderancy,  revived  the  memory  of  ancient  glory, 
brooded  over  prefent  injuries,  and  meditated  revenge.  If  even 
this  be  the  cafe,  the  prefent  ftate  of  fociety  is  little  favourable  to 
their  views.  Nor  indeed  would  a  revolution  be  a  defirable  event 
for  theChinefe  themfelves.  It  could  not  fail  of  being  attended  with 
the  mod  horrible  confequences.  The  Tartar  foldiers  would  be 
tired  with  flaying,  and  mUUcnii  that  efcaped  the  fword  mud 
neceflarily  perilh  bj  fimiiDc,  tan  the  leaft  interruption  of 
the  ufiial  purTdfB  of  agriesltHie }.  lot  tlwy  ha^e  no  otber  coun- 
try ta  look  to  for  fupplies)  iodtlMy  niie  no  lUrpIus  quantity  in 
jtheir  owb. 

In  order  to  prevent  as  much  as  poifibte  a  fcarcity  of  grain, 
and  in  conformitjr  to  thdr  opinion,  that  the  true  fource  of  na- 
tional wealth  and  profperity  con^  hi  igrlcflilture,  the  Chhteie 
goTcrnment  liti  ia  dl  ag^  beftowed  the  firft  hondiiri  Mtf 
improTcmentin  this  hrandi  of  indnftff.  The  hulban^flMih  ii 
tonSdcied  as  tm  honoulaMe,  is  well  as  u(eftil«  member  of  Ibciety  | 
he  ndki  next  to  men  of  lettefb,  ov  bffidevs  of  ftatSy  of  whom  ii^ 
deed  he  is  frequently  the  progenitor.  The  ibidier  in  GUnn 
cultivates  the  ground.  The  priefts  sUb  are  agriculturifts,  when^ 
ever  tli«r  eenveiits  are  endowed  with  UaL  The  Enperor  is 
eonfidered  as  the  fole  proprietary  of  the  169,  but  the  tenant  b 
lieyer .turned  out  of  pofTeflion  as  long  as  he  continues  to  pay  his 
rent,  which  is  calculated  at  about  one-tenth  of  what  his  farm 
is  fuppofed  capable  of  yielding ;  and  though  the  holder  of  lands 
can  only  be  confidered  As  a  tenant  at  will,  yet  it  is  his  own  fault 
if  be  Ihould  be  difpoffcfiied.   So  accuftomed  are  the  Chinefe 

to 
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to  confider  aa  eftate  as  their  owiu  while  they  jooatibue  to  pay 
the  not,  that  a  Poitugveie  in  Mafcao.  had  nearly  bft  lus  life 
for  endeavouring  to  raife  die  rent  upon  his  Ghtoele  teaaniB.  If 
any  one  happens  to  hold  more  Uian  his  family  can  conveniendy 
culdvate,  he  lets  it  out  to  another  on  condition  of  receiving  half  . 
die  produce,  ,  out  of  which  he  pays  die  whole  of  die  Emperor's 
taxes.  Agreat  part  of  the  poorer  pealantry  oddvate  lands  on 
thele  terms. 

There  are,  in  fiid,  no  Immenle  eflates  grsfping  neariy  the  * 
whole  of  a  diftiid ;  no  monopo^zing  &nners,  nor  dealers  in 
grun.  Every  one  can  bring  his  produce  to  a  free  and  open 
maihet*  No  fifheries  are  let  out  to  farm.  Every  fubjed  is 
equally  entitled  to  the  free  and  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of 
the  fca,  of  the  coafts,  and  the  eftuarics ;  of  tlie  hikes  and  rivers. 
There  arc  no  manor  lords  with  excluhve  privileges ;  no  lands 
fet  apart  for  feeding  beafts  or  birds  for  the  profit  or  pleafure  of 
particular  perfons  ;  every  one  may  kill  game  on  his  own  grounds, 
and  on  the  public  commons.  Yet  with  all  ihefe  feeming  ad- 
vantages, there  are  rarely  three  fucceflive  years  without  a  fa- 
mine in  one  province  or  another. 

As  in  the  Roman  Empire  examples  were  not  wanting  of  the 
firft  charaders  in  the  ftate  glorying  to  put  their  hands  to  the 
plough,  to  render  the  earth  fertile,  and  to  engage  in  the  natural 
employment  of  man ;  as, 

hneient  tines  the  iacred  ploa^«nplaf^ 
'  TlKJdbiiti«ad««i«lfialMt% 

»«^  • 
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So,  in  China,  the  Emperor  at  tlie  veriul  equinox,  after 
A  fotemn  offering  to  the  God  o£  Heaven  and  Earth,  goes 
through  the  ceremony  of  holding  the  plough,  an  example  in 
which  he  is  fdlowed  by  the  inceroys  and  governors  and  great 
officers  in  etery  part  of  the  empire.  This  ceremony,  thoagh» 
in  at!  probability,  the  remains  d[  a  religioos  inftitation,  is  well 
calculated  to  give  encouragement  to  the  labouring  peafantry, 
whoTe  profeffion,  thus  honoursbly  patronized,  cannot  fail  to  be 
purfued  with  more  energy  and  cheerftitneft  than  where  it  re> 
cdves  no  fuch  marks  of  diftlndUon.  Here  raerdiants,  trsdel^ 
men,  and  mechanics^  are  confidered  far  beneath  the  hufband- 
man.  So  far  from  obtaining  the  honours  attendant  on  com- 
merce in  the  ancient  city  of  Tyre,  **  whofe  merchants  were 
princes,  whofe  "traffickers  were  the  honourable  of  the  earth"— 
or  the  ancient  immunities  granted  in  Alfred's  reign,  by  which  an 
Englifli  merchant,  who  had  made  three  foreign  voyages  by  iea„ 
was  raifed  to  the  rank  of  nobility,  the  man  who,  in  China,  en* 
gages  in  foreign  trade  is  conftdered  as  little  better  than  a  vaga- 
bond.  The  home  trade  only  is  fuppofcd  to  be  ncceflary,  and 
deferving  the  protedion  of  governmenti  It  allows  all  goods  and 
manufadkures,  the  produce  of  the  country,  to  be  interchanged 
between  the  fevcral  provinces,  on  payment  only  of  a  fmall  tranfit 
duly  to  the  ftate,  and  certain  tolls  on  the  canals  and  rivers,  ap- 
plied chiefly  to  the  repairs  of  flood-gates,  bridges,  and  embank- 
ments. This  trade,  being  carried  on  entirely  by  barter,  employs 
fuch  a  multitude  of  craft  of  one  defcription  or  other,  as  to  ba(Be" 
all  attempts  at  a  calculation.  I  iirmly  believe,  that  all  the  float- 
ing vefTcls  in  the  world  befides,  taken  collectively,  would  not  be 
e%ual  either  in  number  or  tonnage  to  thofc  of  China* 

Foreign. 
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Foreiga  trade  is  barely  tolerated.  So  very  iodifiereoc  the 
court  of  Pekin  aficds  to  be  on  this  fubjo^  that  it  has  been  hiated, 
QO  fome  occaliona,  and  indeed  ferioiis  apprehenfions  bMje  beca 
entertained  in  £urope,  tliat  they  were  half  difpofed  to  (hut  the 
port  of  Canton  againft  foreigners.  The  treatment,  indeed,  which 
ftrangers  meet  with  at  this  place,  from  the  inferior  oflRcers  of 
government,  is  of  itfelf  fuUicient  to  exclude  them,  and  fuch 
as  could  only  be  tolerated  in  confideratiou  of  the  importance 
of  the  trade,  and  efpecialiy  in  the  fupply  of  tea  ;  an  article 
which,  iVom  heing  about  a  century  ago  a  luxury,  is  now  be- 
come, particularly  in  Great  Britain,  one  of  the  firft  ne- 
ceiOttes  of  life. 

The  taxes  raifed  for  the  fupport  of  government  are  far  from 
being  exorbitant  or  burthenfome  to  the  fubje£t.  They  confift 
in  the  tenth  of  the  produce  of  the  land  paid  ufually  in  kind,  in  a 
duty  on  lalt,  on  foreign  imports,  and  a  few  fmalier  taxes^  that  do 
not  materially  iffeGL  the  bulk  of  the  people.  The  total  amount  of 
taxes  and  aflSsfflments  yrlaaek  each  iadbidml  pays  to  the  ftate^ 
taken  on  m  average,  does  not  exceed  finir  fldlttngs  a  year. 

'  Wth  fuch  adTantages,  unknown  In  moft  otiier  oountries,  an4 
fuch  great  encouragement  given  to  agricultoie,  one  would  be  led 
fo  fuppofe  that  the  condfiioa  of  the  poor  muft  be  le&  expoJcd  to 
WdOilpt  here  than  el^here.  Yet  hi  yean  of  icazcity  many 
ihou&ids  peiiih  from  ablbhite  want  of  food.  And  iuch  yeara 
fi>  fiequeudy  occur  in  one  province  or  another,  either  from 
unfavourable  feafons  of  drought  or  inundations,  the  ill  eSe&M 
•  ti  both  of  which  might  probably  be  counteraAed  by  proper 
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management,  or  by  an  honeft  application  of  the  films  of  money 
voted  for  the  purpofe  out  of  the  public  revenue,  that  govern^ 
ment  has  feldom  been  able  to  lay  up  in  ftore  a  fufficient  quan- 
tity of  grain  to  meet  the  neceflities  of  the  people  in  fedbns  of 
general  calamity ;  and  they  have  no  other  relief  to  depend  on 
but  this  precarious  fupply,  feldom  adminijftered  with  alacrity, 
on  Mcount  of  the  number  of  hands  it  has  to  pals  through.  This' 
leads  them  to  commit  outrages  agaioft  thdr  wealthier  neigh- 
bours'* There  are  few  public  charities;  and  it  is  not  a  com- 
mon cuftom  to  afk  alms.  I  did  not  obferve  a  (ingle  beggar 
from  one  extremity  of  China  to  the  other,  except  in  the 
ftreets  of  Canton.  Nor  arc  there  any  poor-laws  griping  the 
induHrious  hufbandman  and  labourer,  to  feed  the  lazy,  and 
to  feaft  thofe  who  have  the  care  of  them  ;  no  paupars  of  any 
deicription,  fupported  from  funds  that  have  been  levied  on  the 
public.  The  children,  if  livinp;  and,  if  not,  the  next  of  kin, 
muft  take  care  of  their  aged  relations ;  and  the  parents  difpofe 
of  their  children  in  what  manner  they  may  think  beft  for  the 
family  intereft.  As  feveral  generations  live  together,  they  arc 
fubfifted  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  if  each  had  a  feparate 
houfehold.  In  cafes  of  real  diftrefs  the  government  is  fuppofcd 
to  a£l  the  parent ;  and  its  good  intentions  in  this  refpedl  cannot 
be  called  in  queflion ;  whenever  it  appears  that  any  of  its  oflS- 
cers,  through  neglect  or  malice,  have  withheld  grain  from  the 
poor,  they  are  puaiihed  with  Oogular  fcverity,  fometimes  even 
with  death. 


Another  great  advanuge  enjoyed  by  the  Ghinefe  fubjeft  Uk 
that  the  -amount  of  his  taxes  is  alcertaioed*  He  is  never  re> 

J  V  quired 
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quired  to  contribute,  by  any  new  afrefTment,  to  make  up  » 
given  fum  for  the  extraordinary  expcnces  of  the  ftate,  except 
in  cafes  of  rebellion,  when  an  adJitlonal  tax  h  fometimcs  im- 
pofed  on  the  neighbouring  provinces.  But  in  general  the  exe- 
cutive government  mud  adapt  iis  wants  to  the  ordinary  fupplies^ 
inftead  of  calling  on  the  people  for  extrjorJiiiitry  contributions. 
The  amount  of  the  revenues  oi  this  great  empire  has  been  dif- 
fereatly  ftated.  As  the  principal  branch,  the  land-tax,  is  paid 
in  kind,  it  u  iadeed  fcarcclj  poffible  to  eftimste  the  (ccdipt  of 
it  acenratelj,  at  k  «iU  grtttiy  depend  on  ths  ftace  of  the  crapw 
Aa  Enpcror  wbo  aims  at  popularity  oevtr  fiub  to  iiemit  tiUo 
Of  fodta  m  filch  diftri^  as  btve  fnfierad  hf  droagbt  or 
jpOTidtfion*  dmt-txhih  gwe  to  Lord  MacirtMy,  from  the 
Impeiial  venftmolU  a  nNigk  ftetdi  of  tho  fimu  niM  in  eaab 
proTinco»  maHng  thoin  to  amoont  ia  die  wholo  to  akNit  fixtjw 
fix  millions  fterling;  which  ia  not  more  than  twice  the  rerenue 
of  dwftate  in  Great  Britain,  exclufive  of  the  poorVvate  and 
otfier  pwochial  taxes,  in  1803,  aod  which  giree,  as  I  before 
obferved,  if  reduced  to  a  capitation,  the  fum  of  about  fout 
fliillings  for  each  individual,  whilft  that  of  Great  Britain,  by 
an  analogous  computation,  would  amount  to  about  fifteen  times 
that  fum.  I  ihould  fuppofe,  however,  that  a  fhilling  in  Chioa,^ 
gcoerallj  fpeaJdng,  will  go  as  fas  aa  three  ia  Great  Britain. 

From  the  produce  of  tl^.e  taxes  the  civil  and  miSirary  efta» 
blifliments,  and  all  the  incidental  and  extraordinary  expences, 
are  firfl;  paid  on  the  fpot  where  they  are  incurred,  out  of  the  pro- 
vincial magazines,  and  the  remainder  is  remitted  to  the  Imperial 
tteaforj  in  Pekin  to  meet  the  expences  of  the  court,  the 
^  •  eftablifhrnent 
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•ftABflimmt  of  the  Enupcfor^  Us  pdieo,  temphi,  ginkai^ 
women^  iod  princea  of  the  biood.  The  confifatiom,  pieTenti, 
tributet,  end  othef  eiticlety  mey  be  fockoned  m  hb  pvivj  puifi:. 
The  furplus  revenue  remitted  to  Pehin,  in  the  year  1792*  wet 
fieted  to  be  about  36,000,000  ounoct  of  filyer,  or  i  a»oeo,oooI. 
Aerling.  It  is  a  general  opinion  among  the  Ghinefe  part  of  his 
fubje6ks,  that  vaft  feins  of  the  furplus  rerenue  and  fuch  as 
arife  from  confircations  are  annually  Tent  to  MoilJiden,  the 
capital  of  Mao-lcboo  Taruryi  but  this  ihould  appear  to  be  aa 
erroneous  opinion  founded  on  prejudice.  Notwithftanding  the 
enormous  wealth  of  Ho-tcbung-tang^  that  filled  the  Imperial 
coffers,  the  prefent  Emperor  found  it  neceffary  the  fame  year  to 
accept  an  offering,  as  it  was  called,  of  500,000  ounces  of  filver, 
or  l£)6,6661.  ftcrling,  from  the  fait  merchants  of  Canton,  and 
fums  of  money  and  articles  of  merchandize  from  other  tjuariers, 
to  enable  him  to  quell  a  rebellion  that  was  raging  lu  one  of  the 
weftern  provinces.  He  even  fent  down  to  Canton  a  quantity 
of  pearls,  agates,  ferpentines,  and  other  ftones  of  little  value,  ia 
the  hope  of  raiUng  a  temporary  iupply  from  the  fale  of  them 
to  foreign  merchants.  The  Emperor  of  China,  therefore,  has 
not  fo  much  wealth  at  his  difpofal  as  has  ufually  been  imagined. 
He  even  accepts  of  patriotic  gifts  from  individuaU,  confiding 
of  pieces  of  porcelain,  filks,  fans,  tea,  and  fuch-lilce  trifling 
articles,  which  afterwards  ferve  as  prefents  to  foreign  embaf- 
faduri>,  and  each  is  pompoufi/  proclaimed  in  the  Pekia 
gazette. 


The  chief  officers  in  the  civil  departments  of  government, 
independent  of  the  minifters  and  the  different  boards  in  Pekin, 

3  F  a  according 
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according  to  the  ftatement  of  Tchtu-tj-^in^  itnth  their  ialarics 
and  allowances  reduced  into  filver,  will  be  feen  from  the  lol* 
lowing  table,  which,  with  that  of  the  military  eftabliflunetit,  is 
{Hibltflied  in  the  appendix  to  the  authende  Account  of  the^oni- 
bafly  by  Sir  Geoiige  Staonton  j  and  as  they  difler  very  little  fivjai 
the  oowt  calendar  pobliflied  in  1801,  and  at  I  have  oeealioii 
to  make  a  few  lemaiks  on  Aem,  as  well  as  on  that  of  the^popo- 
lation,  which  will  be  g^ven  in  a  fubfeqnent  chapter^  1  hare- Hot 
befitated  to  introduce  them  into  the  prefeot  work 


Qsilhf. 

^l4tici 

Namfccr.  Sr.  euncct 
lof  filfer. 

-t^  1 

Viceroys  over  one  or^morc  provinces  • 
Governors  of  provincet                ■             •  • 
CpUcfion  of  revenue                  •             .  • 
Pttfideact  of  criminal  tribtiiuls         .         .  • 
GovenMca  of  more  than  one  dtj  of  die  firft  order 
Govern  on  of  one  city  only  of  the  firft  order       •  * 
Covcrnt>r<;  of  a  city  of  the  fecnni!  nnlcr               •  • 
Guvernt.ii  s  of  ;i  city  of  the  third  order 

PrL  lJcnt's  i  f  literature  ;ind  examinatioiit 

Inijpectors  gcQcral            -  ... 

I  1 

'5 

;i 

86 
184 
•49 
'305  , 

jt-,000 
16,000 

9tOco 
6,oco 
Sioco 
2, coo 

J,CCC 

too 
i,oco 

21C,OOD! 

240,000 
lyj.oool 
io!i,ocol 
358,000! 
3  68, ceo 

Total  OS.  daHSgwoooj 

The  inferior  officers  ading  immediately  under  the  orders 
of  thefe,  and  amounting  to  many  thoufands,  together  with 
the  falaries  and  expences  of  the  different  boards  in  the  ca- 
pital, all  of  which  are  psud  out  of  the  public  treafury,  muft  re- 
quire a  fum  at  leaft  equal  to  the  above ;  fo  that  on  a  moderate 
calculation,  the  ordinary  expences  of  the  civil  eftablilhment 
-will  amount  tQ  the  fum  of  5,920,000  ounces  h97itm^ 
fterUng. 


Some 
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Some  idea  may  be  fonucd  of  the  nunicrous  appointments, 
and  the  frequent  changes  in  admiailtration,  from  the  circum- 
(lance  of  the  Court  Calendar,  or  red  book,  being  jmbHlhcd 
every  three  months  making  four  tolerable  large  volumes,  or 
iixteea  yoluines  every  year. 

The  fatherly  attentioo,  the  wife  precautions,  andtheexttseme 
jealottfy  of  the  gpverainent,  have  not  been  conlidered  asa^ne 
fttflSdent  for  the  internal  and  external  proteAion  o£  the  emptve, 
without  the  affiftance  of  an  inunenfe  ftandtng  army.  This, 
army,  in  the  midft  <^  a  profoand  peace,  was  ftated  by  Faii*t»' 
to  confift  of  eighteen  hundred  thoufand  men,  one  nuUton 
of  which  were  fiud  to'  be  infimtry,  and  dght  hundred  thon- 
fand  cavalry.  As  this  government,  however,  is  fuppoled  to 
be  much  ^ven  to  ex^geratton  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
aggrandifement  of  the  country,  and  to  deal  liberally  in  hyper- 
boles, wherever  numbers  are  concerned,  the  authenticity  of 
the  above  (latement  of  their  military  force  may  perhaps  be 
called  in  queftion.  The  fum  of  money,  that  would  be  required 
to  keep  in  pay  and  furniHi  the  extraordioaries  of  fo  immcnie 
an  army,  is  fo  immoderate  that  the  revenue*  would  appear  to  ' 
be  unable  to  bear  IL  If  the  pay  and  the  appointments  of  eacb 
ifildier,  in&ntry  and  cavalry  one  with  another,  be  fuppofed 
to  amount  to  a  IhilUng  a  day,  the  fum  required  for  the  pay 
alone  would  amount  to  33,000,0001.  fterling  a  year! 

To  come  nearer  the  truth,  let  us  take  the  calculation  drawn 
iq»  by  Lord  Macartney  firom  the  informadon  <iiVa»4arsm, 
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Tau'ton, 

Ffxi-trunj! 
Tchoo-tuuif 

Twi-tii 
8ciou-foo 

Tfieii-ifnng 

iKtiiilf  u     of  provifiotn  of  firft  nak 
Qomnuifaric*  of  {ntivilioiu  of  £NOBd  wnk 


Num. 

U>. 

oa. 

\ 

[  ^' 

4300 

I4O0 

111 

1  ICO 

800 

S73 

5oo 

7  to 

16S0 

160 

330^ 

Total 

Totil. 

72,000 
148,800 
157,^00 
131.000 

S3|,ioo 

1 70,000 
264  000 

4^c,S70 
1 4,08c 
52,^30 


1,000,000  infantrft  ak  Mo  ounces  of  filvcr  each  /rr  month, 
pronfioac  inci  1  lJ 
800,000  cavalry,  «l  four  o-inccs  each,  piovifioni  and  \ 

forage  included  -  { 39t^ao,a9» 

800,00c horfes,coftatcwaity  oQnoeteach,  i6k>00|OOOOK.  f  ,«oa«« 
theanwttlwmrandttvM  io/(r«a«.irillb»  |  '>^**^ 
Umfomu  for  ittooyoeo  laea  once  a  Tear*  M  four  ooD 
YcarJ/wetr  iikl  ttaff  of  wm^  acsoamnHNb  nd 

gCDCitt)  at  MM  OBDCf  ftt  flUUl 


7,100,000 
1,800,000 


Total  ounces 


-75,ooo,coo 
74.974.450 


And  as  no  allowance  is  made  in  the  above  efllmate  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  artillery,  tents,  war  equipage,  nor  for  vcflels  of  force 
on  the  different  rivers  and  canals,  the  building  and  keeping  in 
repair  the  military  pofls,  the  flags,  ceremonial  dreffcs,  boats, 
waggons,  mufical  hands,  all  of  which  are  included  in  the  ex* 
traordinarics  of  the  army,  thefc  may  probably  be  equal  to  the 
ordinaries ;  thus  the  whole  ttiilitary  eftablilhment  would  tequtre 
the  fum  of  149,948,900  ounces,  or  49,982,933!.  iierliog. 

The 
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The  diffKyTal  of  the  revenues  will  thea  ftand  as  foUows: 

Total  amount  of  the  revenue            -  66,000,000 
Qvil  eftabliihment        -      ^.  1,973,333 
MiUtarj  ditto             -  49*982,933 

'  5'.95^»«<5^ 

Surplus,  being  for  the  Emperor's  eRablifhmcnt  £.  14,043,734 
which  accords  pretty  nearly  with  the  fum  laid  to  be  reoutted 
to  Pekio  in  the  year  1792. 

It  wiil  appear  then  that  if  the  revenues  be  admitted  as  accu- 
rate, and  I  fee  no  juft  reafon  for  fuppofing  the  contrary,  they 
are  more  than  fufficient  to  meet  the  cxpences  of  fo  apparently 
an  enormous  eftabllQiment.  If,  however,  the  Khig  of  Pruffia, 
the  Monarch  of  a  fmail  indiftinguifliablc  fpcck  on  the  globe, 
when  pnt  in  comparifon  %vith  i\vz  empire  of  China,  can  keep 
up  an  army  of  one  liundrcd  and  eighty  or  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  men,  I  can  perceive  nothing  either  extravagant  or  ex- 
traordinary in  fuj^iing  that  a  Sovereign  whofe  dominions  are 
eight  times  the  oMmc  of  thofe  of  France,  before  her  late 
uforpfttioM,  Aoidd  have  ten  times  at  gnat  a  force  as  that  of 
the  Kiog  of  Pnidia.  It  may  perhaps  be  aJtked  in  what  manner 
act  dicy  employed,  feeing  the  nation  is  ib  little  engaged  io 
.foreigft  war?  The  employments  for  which  the  military  arc 
«£ad  diScff  materially  from  thofe  among  European  nations. 
flXDtpt  a  great  part  of  the  Tartar  cavalry,  who  are  ftationed  on 
the  nertbern  frondcv  and  ia  the  conquered  provinces  of  Tar- 
tary,  and  the  Tartar  infantry,  who  are  diftributed  as  guards 
for  the  di&rent  cities  of  tbcs  empire,  the  reft  of  die  army  is 

parcelled 
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parcelled  out  in  the  fmaller  towns,  villages,  and  hamlets ;  where 
they  ad  as  jdilors,  conftables,  thief-takers,  afTiftants  to  magif- 
trates,  fubordinate  cotleftors  of  the  taxes,  guards  to  the  grana- 
rie« ;  and  are  emjiloyed  in  a  variety  of  dificrent  ways  under 
the  civil  magifliacy  and  police,  fiefidea  dicfe,  an  imracnfc 
multitude  are  ftationed'  as  guarda  at. the  military  pofts  along 
the  public  roadi,  caoala,  and  riven.  TheTe  poftt  are  fmall 
iquare  buildings,  like  fo  many  little  calUet,  each  having  on  ita 
fummit  a  watch-tower  and  a  flag ;  and  they  are  pbced  at  the 
diftance  of  three  or  four  miles  afunder.  At  one  of  thefe  pofts 
there  are  never  fewer  than  fix  men.  They  not  only  prevent 
robberies  and  difputea  on  the  roads  and  canals,  but  convey  the 
public  diipatches  to  and  from  the  capital.  An  exprcfs  fent 
from  pod  to  pod  travels  between  the  capital  and  Canton  in 
twelve  days,  which  is  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles  a  day. 
There  is  no  otlicr  poll  nor  mode  of  conveying  letters  for  the 
convenience  of  the  public. 

A  great  part  then  of  the  Chinefe  army  can  only  be  confidered 
as  a  kind  of  militia,  which  never  has  been,  and  in  all  human 
probability  never  will  be,  embodied  ;  as  a  part  of  the  commu- 
nity not  living  entirely  on  the  labour  of  the  reft,  but  contri- 
buting fomething  to  the  common  flock.  Every  foldicr  (Rationed 
on  the  different  guards  has  his  portion  of  land  afllgned  to  him, 
which  he  cultivates  for  his  family,  and  pays  his  quota  of  the 
produce  to  the  date.  Such  a  provifion,  encouraged  by  public 
opinion,  induces  the  foldierto  marry,  and  the  married  men  are 
nem  removed  fionn  tbdf  flatfoat. 

ft  . 
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.  It  will  DOt'be  expeded  that  men  thus  ctrconiftanced  fliould 
exhibit  a  very  military  appearance  under  arms.  In  fome  placet* 
where  they  were.drawn  out  in  compliment  to  the  Embaflador, 
when  the  weather  happened  to  be  a  little  warm,  they  were 
employed  in  the  exercife  of  their  fans,  inftead  of  dieir  match- 
locks; others  we  found  drawn  up  in  a  fingle  line,  and  lefting 
very  compofedly  on  theur  knees  to  receive  the  Embaflador,  in 
which 'pofture  they  remained  till  their  commanding  officer 
pafled  the  word  to  rife.  Whenever  we  happened  to  tjJce  them 
by  furprize,  there  was  the  greateft  icramble  to  get  theii^holyday 
dreffes  out  of  the  goard-houfe,  whieh,  when  put  on,  had  more 
the  appearance  of  being  intended  for  the  ftage  than  tfae'field 
of  battle.  Thor  quilted  petticoats,  fattin  boots,  and  thdr  ftn^ 
had  a  mixture  of  dumfinefs  and  effiiminacy  that  ill  accorded 
with  the  military  chancer. 

The  different  lands  of  troops  that  compofe  the  Chinefe  army 
confift  cf 

Tanar  cavalry,  whole  only  weapon  is  the.iabre;  and  a  lew 
who.  carry  bows. 
Tartar  infimtry,  bowmen ;  haidug  alTo  kige  fabrea. 
CSiinele  infimtry,  carrying  the  fune  weapons. 
Chinele  matchlocks. 

'  _i  ■         .  ,  (. 

Ghinefis  Tygers  of  war,  bearing  large  round  ihields  of  baflcc^ 
work,  and  long  til-made  fwords.  On  the  fliidds  of  the  laft.are 
painted,  monftrous  &ces  of  fome  imaginary  ^mmal,  intended  to 
frighten  the  enemy,  or,  like  another  gorgon,  to  petrify  dieir 
bdKdders* 

30  llie 
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The  milUary  drefs  varies  in  almod  every  province.  Some- 
times they  wore  blue  jackets  edged  with  red,  or  brown  with  * 
yellow ;  fomc  had  long  pantaloons ;  fome  breeches,  with 
ftockings  of  cotton  cloth ;  others  petticoats  and  boots.  The 
bowmen  had  long  loofe  gowns  of  blue  cotton,  ftuffed  with  a 
kind  of  felt  or  wadding,  ftudded  all  over  with  brafs  knobs, 
and  bound  round  the  middle  with  a  girdle,  from  which  the 
fabre  was  appended  behind,  hanging  with  the  point  forwards, 
and  on  the  right,  not  the  left,  fide  as  in  Europe.  On  the  head 
they  wore  a  helmet  of  leather,  or  gilt  pafteboard,  with  flaps  on 
each  fide  that  covered  the  checks  and  fell  upon  the  fhoulder. 
The  upper  part  was  exadly  like  an  inverted  funnel,  with  a  long 
pipe  terminating  in  a  kind  of  fpear,  on  which  was  bound  a 
tuft  of  long  hair  dyed  of  a  fcarlet  colour, 

The  greateft  number  wc  faw  at  any  one  place  might  be  from 
two  to  three  thoufand,  which  were  drawn  up  in  a  fingle  line 
along  the  bank  of  a  river ;  and  as  they  (lood  with  an  interval 
between  each  equal  to  the  width  of  a  man,  they  formed  a  very 
confiderable  line  in  length.  Every  fifth  man  had  a  fmall  trian- 
gular flag,  and  every  tenth  a  large  one ;  the  ftafl^s  that  fupported 
them  were  fixed  to  the  jacket  behind  the  fhoulders.  Some  of 
the  flags  were  green,  edged  with  red  ;  others  blue,  edged  with 
yellow.  I  never  faw  the  Chinefe  troops  drawn  out  in  any 
other  way  than  a  fingle  line  in  front ;  not  even  two  deep. 

The  Tartar  cavalry  appear  to  be  remarkably  fwift,  and  to 
charge  with  great  impetuofity  ;  but  the  horfes  are  fo  fmall  and 
are  broken  into  fo  quick  and  ihort  a  firoke  that  the  eye  is 
deceived.    Their  real  fpecd,  in  faft,  is  very  moderate.  Their 
I  faddles 
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faddles  are  remarkably  foft,  and  raifed  fo  high  both  before  and 
behind,  that  the  rider  cannot  eafily  be  throwQ  out  of  his  feat. 
The  ftlrrups  are  fo  (liort  that  the  knee  is  almoft  as  high  as  the 
chin.  They  have  very  little  artillery,  and  that  little  is  as 
wretched  as  it  well  can  be.  I  fufpedl  it  is  borrowred  from 
the  Portugucze,  as  the  matchlock  moil  unquelUonably  has 
been. 

-  When  our  fdlow-tnYeller  Fati'tO'^h  was  aiked  the  retfoa-o^ 
their  pretending  to  ^ve  a  preference  t6  the  clumfj  matchloc^ 
over  the  firdocks  now  in  ufe  among  European  troops,  he 
replied,  it  had  been  found,  after  a  levcre  engagement  in  Thl^ 
bet,  that  the  matchlocks  had  done  much  more  cv^^cution 
than  the  firelocki.  It  is  di£^ult  to  combat  prejudii^ei;  but  J| 
was  not  very  difficult  to  convince,  Pan  dtat  the  mti  might  pro* 
bably  have  been  quite  as  much  in  fault  as  the  rnu/jueU;  -  aa4 
that  the  Atpokr  fteadineis  of  the  'fire  fipom  tlie  tn^ti»i||fff^ 
might  poffibly  be  owing  to  th^  being  fixed,  by  an  iron  fork, 
into  the  ground.  The  mifiionaries  have  afligned  a  very  abfmd 
reaftm  for  firelocks  not  lidng  uled  in  China  s  they  it jtliQ  damp- 
nels  of  the  air  is  apt  to  make  the  flint  mils  firOi  With  equal 
propriety  migiit  thefe  gentlemen  have  aflerted  that  flints  would 
not  emit  fire  in  Italy.  Thdr  want  of  good  iron  and  Aeel  to 
manufiifture  iocks»  or  the  bad  quality  of  iheir  gunpowder,  migM 
perhaps  be  ofoed  as  l>etter  realbnss  and  as  the  beft  of  all  their 
want  of  courage  and  coolneft  to  aiako  ufe  of  them  with  that 
lleadincla  which  is  required  to  produce  the  efi*e£U  of  which 
they  are  capable.  Their  fimwrile  inftrument  ia  the  bow, 
which,  like  all  other  mi^Ie  weapons,  requires  Ids  couiage  to 
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snanage,'  than  thofe  which  bring  n»tt  to  oppofe  himfelf  in- 
dofe  cbateft  with  man. 

Ahhough  the  Tartars  have  fbnnd  U  expedient  to  continue 
the  Ghineie  army  on  the  old  footing,  it  may  naturally  be  fup* 
pofed  they  would  endeavour  to  fecure  themfelves  by  alt  poffible 
meuu  in  the  pofleJSon  of  this  vaft  empire,  and  that  they  would 
uie  every  exertion  to  recruit  the  army  with  their  own  ooun* 
trymen,  in  pr^rence  to  the  Chinefe.    Every  Tartar  male 
child  it  accofdingly  enroHed.   This  precaution  was  nece0ary, 
u  thdr  whole  anny»  at  the  time  of  the  conqueft,  is  iaid  not  to 
have  exceeded  eighty  thou(and  men.  At  this  time,  in  fa^,  a 
weak  adminiilration  had  fufiered  the  empire  to  be  torn  aiunder 
by  convolfionsi    Every  department,  both  civil  and  military, 
was  under  the  control  of  eunuchs.  Six  thoufand  of  thefe  crea- 
tures are  fiud  to  have  been  turned  adrift  by  the  Tartsrt  on 
taking  pofleffion  of  the  palace  in  Pehin» 

Hie  coodud  of  the  Mantchoo  Tartars,  whole  race  is  now 
on  the  throne,  was  a  maller<^)iece  of  policy  little  to  be  ex- 
peAed  in  a  tribe  of  people  that  had  been  confidered  but  as  Iialf 
civilized.  They  entered  the  CSunefe  don&iions  as  aoadliaries 
againft  two  rebel  chiefs,  but  (bon  perceived  tiiey  might  become 
the  principals.  Having  placed  their  leader  on  the  vacant 
throne,  inftead  of  fctting  up  for  conquerors,  they  melted  at 
cmee  into  the  mafs  of  the  conquered.  They  adopted  the  dreis, 
the  manners,  and  the  opinions  of  the  people.  In  all  the  civil 
departments  of  the  ftate  they  appointed  the  ableft  Chinefe, 
and  all  vacancies  were  filled  with  Chinefe  in  preference  to 
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Tartars,  They  learned  the  Chinefe  language;  married  into 
Chinefe  families;  encouraged  Chinefe  fuperftitions ;  and,  in 
(hort,  omitted  no  ftep  that  could  tend  to  incorporate  them 
as  one  naiion.  Their  great  objeiii  was  to  ftrcngthen  the  army 
with  their  own  countrymen,  whilft  the  Chinefe  were  fo  fatis- 
iied  with  the  change,  that  cliey  aimod  doubled  whether  a  change 
Iiad  ceally  taken  place.  ' 

The  ttointcfnipletf  fncceffioa  •£  four  Emperors,  aU  oC  wfapm 
wcrt  endowed  with  exeeUent  undefftiiuBiigi,  uocominoii 
of  mind,.  and  deciGoa  of  ehai^Aer,.  liM  hitherto,  obviated  .the 
dangcff  of  iiich  an  enoroMius  difpropocfioifr  between  the 
noca  and  the^gpffeniedr  The  wififem,  prudeneerand  enogf 
of  tbefe  Empcfon  have  not  onljr  maiatalned  the  fiuni^  oi| 
the  (hrone*  ^  fifth  of  whicVnowfiBa  it^  but  haTc>enlai^ 
die  dominions  to  an  extent  of  whick  hlftory  faniiihea  'no.pa* 
rallel.  The  prefent  Emperor,  XSa-Mnift  ii  laid  to  pofleft'thc 
karping  and  prudence  of  his  father,,  and  the  firmneft-of  JCflM^ 
Site}  but  it  is  probable  he  will  have  a  more  difficult  taik  in 
governing  the  empire,  than,  either  of  his  predeceflbrs.  pro- 
portion as  tlie  Tartir  power  has  increafed,  they  have  become 
leis  foiicitous  to  conciliate  the  Chinefe.  AU  the  heads  of  dqmfi- 
ments  are  now  Tartars.  The  minifters  are  all  Tartars ;  and 
moft  of  the  offices  of  high  truft  and  power  are  filled  by  Tartars*- 
And  aldioiigh  the  ancient  language  of  the  country  is  ftill  pre- 
ferved  as  the  court  language,  yet  it  Is  more  than  probable  that 
Tartar  pride,  encreafing  with  iu  growing  power,  wjU  ere  long, 

be  induced  to  adopt  its  own.. 

•     , -      ••  ■ .  .  ..  ■        »  " 

The 
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The  Emperor  Kaung-Sbee  indeed  took  uncommon  pains  to 
improve  the  Mantcboo  language,  and  to  form  it  into  a  fs  ftema- 
tic  ThtfiUfrtt.t  or  didionar)' ;  and  I'cbien-Liing  dire<5lcd  that  the 
children  of  all  fuch  parents  as  were  one  a  Tartar,  the  other  a 
Chinefc,  (hould  be  taught  the  Mantcboo  language  ;  and  that 
they  might  pafs  their  examinations  for  office  in  that  language. 
I  could  cbfcrvc,  that  the  joung  men  of  the  royal  family  at 
Tuen-min-yueji  rpokc  with  great  contempt  of  the  Chinefe.  One 
of  them,  perceiving  that  I  was  defirous  of  acquiring  feme 
knowledge  of  the  Chinefe  written  charader,  took  great  pains 
to  convince  me  that  the  Tartar  language  was  much  fupciior  to 
it;  and  he  not  oaly  offered  to  ibnufli  me  wtth  the  alphaiwt 
and  fome  books,  b«t  with  hit  InftrufiioiM  alfo,  if  I  would  give 
up  the  Chinefe,  whidi,  he  obfenred,  was  not  to  be  acquired  in 
lint  courie  of  a  man**  whole  life.   I  eonld  not  forbeur  lonaik- 
iag,  how  very  much  theft  yoang  princes  enjoyed  a  jeft  kvelled 
againft  the  Chinefe.  An  iU-natured  remarit,  fbr  inllance,  on 
the  cramped  feet  and  the  hobbHog  gut  of  a  Chinefe  woman 
met  with  their  hearty  approbation ;  but  they  were  equally  di& 
pleafed  on  hearing  the  dumfy  ihoes'wom  by  the  Tartar 
hdies  compared  to  the  Imad  fiat'bottomed  junkt  of  dkc 
Chinefe. 

Aitliough  tlie  ancient  inftitutesand  kw8,tbe  eftablifhed  fimns 
of  office,  the  pageantry  of  admimfiiatkm,  were  all  fetuned, 
and  the  drefi,  the  manners,  and  external  deportment  of  th« 
vanqniflwid  were  aflUmed  by  the  TiQors,  yet  the  native  cliaiao- 
ter  fcmained  diftind  %  and  now,  in  the  liigher  departments  of 
fl^eefpedany,  itborftt  through  all  diiguife.  lie  confeious 

laperio- 
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iiiperiority  of  the  one  checks  and  overawes  the  Other.  "  Moft 
**  of  our  boolct,"  obierves  Lord  Macartney,  coafound  the 
"  two  people  together,  and  talk  of  them  as  if  they  made  oaly 
"  one  nation  under  the  general  name  of  China;  but  whatever 
**  might  be  concluded  from  any  outward  appearances,  the  real 
"  diftin^on  ia  never  forgotten  by  the  fovereign  who,  though 

he  pretends  to  be  perfedly  impartial,  conduds  himfelf  at 
**  bottom  by  a  fyilematic  nationality,  and  never  for  a  mofldeat 
**  loies  fight  of  the  cradle  of  his  power.  The  fcience  of  go- 
**  Temment  in  the  Ea/iem  world,  is  underftood  by  thofe  who 
"  govern  very  differently  from  what  It  is  in  the  Wejlern* 
"  When  the  fucccflion  of  a  contefted  kingdom  in  Europe  is 
"  once  afcertained,  whether  by  violence  or  compromife,  the 
•*  nation  returns  to  its  prifline  regularity  and  compofure :  it 
"  matters  little  whether  a  Bourbon  or  an  Auftrlan  fills 
"  the  throne  of  Naples  or  of  Spain,  becaufc  the  fovereign, 
•*  whoever  he  be,  then  becomes  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  a 
**  Spaniard  or  Neapolitan,  and  his  defcendants  continue  fo 
"  with  accelerated  velocity.  George  the  Firft  and  George  the 
**  Second  ceafcd  to  be  foreigners  from  the  moment  our  fceptre 
"  was  fixed  in  their  hands ;  and  His  prefent  Majefty  is  as 

much  an  Engli(hman  as  King  Alfred  or  King  Edgar,  and  go- 
**  verns  his  people  not  by  Teutonic,  but  by  Engliih  laws. 

*'  The  policy  of  Afia  is  totally  oppofite.  There  the  prince 
•*  regards  the  place  of  his  nativity  as  an  accident  of  mere  indif- 
♦*  ference.    If  the  parent  root  be  good,  he  thinks  it  will  flourilh 

in  every  foil,  and  perhaps  acquire  frefli  vigour  from  tranf- 
**  plantation.    It  is  not  locality,  but  his  own  caft  and  family; 

"  it 
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it  IS  not  the  councry  where  he  drew  his  breath,  but  the  blook 
^*  from  which  he  fpmag;  .it  u  not  the  (cenery  c£  the  theatre, 

but  the  fpirit  of  .the  drama,  that  engages  hit  attention  and 
**  occupies  his  thoughts.  A  feries  of  two  hundred  years,  in  the 
.  **  fucceflion  of  eight  or  ten  monarchs,  did  not  changie  the  Mo* 
"  gul  into  a  Hindoo^  nor.  has  a  century  and  a  half  made  Tcbiea^ 
**  Lung  a  Chinefe.    He  remains,  at  this  hour,  in  all  his 

nuxims  of  policy,  as  true  a  Tartar  as  any  of  hb  an* 

ceftors.'* 

Whetlier  tliis  mod  ancient  empire  among  men  will  long 
continue  in  its  ftability  and  integrity,  can  only  be  matter  of  con- 
jedurc,  but  certain  it  is,  the  Chinefe  are  greatly  tlHratisficd,  and 
not  without  realon,  at  the  imperious  tone  now  openly  afTumed 
by  tlie  i  uiUu  s  ;  and  though  they  arc  obliged  to  crinire  and  iub- 
mit,  in  order  to  rile  to  any  diilindioa  ia  the  ftate,  yet  they  un- 
animoufly  load  them  with 

"  Curres,  not  loud^  but  deep*  moulb-bonouri  brcatk 
*  The  laft  KsemBta,  ladked,  diatluiTe  beea  received  fteoi CUu,  m nniber of 

an  alarming  nnture.  A  very  feriows  rebellion  had  broken  out  in  the  wcflcrn  pro- 
vincei»  which  had  exunded  to  that  of  Caaton*  the  cbjca  of  which  wa«  the  overthrow 
tSikt  Tartar  government*  It  was  fcoown  for  Ibmc  years  p.ill,  as  I  before  obftrfed* 
that  certain  fecret  focietic*  were  forming  in  the  different  provi.ice«»  whocorrefponded 
tog^ethcr  by  unknown  figns,  agreed  upon  by  convention,  but  they  were  not  confiJcrcd 
to  be  of  that  extent  as  to  caufe  any  uneafine£t  to  the  government.  It  appears,  how- 
cwtdiat  not  fewer  than  ftrtfAoBftn J  «nc«liad  afanMcd  in  anna  in  the  proriace 
of  Canton,  ut  the  head  of  whom  was  a  man  of  the  family  of  the  laft  Chinefe  Em- 
peror, who  had  afl'umcd  the  ImpenaJ  Yellow.  Thcfe  rcIicU,  it  fci-mi,  arc  confider- 
ablj  encouraged  in  their  caufe  bf  a  prophecyt  which  is  current  among  the  pcoj^y 
that  the  preftat  Tartar  dynaRyihall  be  ovctturned  in  the  year  I  Ic^.  Tbe  cxiftenec 

of  fuch  a  prophecy  mar  be  more  dangerous  to  the  Tartar  goverxaBCatthaadbe  niDf 

«f  theicbdib  bj  afiiiUog  to  briag  about  iu  own  wcompiiftiacnt* 

Whenever 
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Whenever  the  difmcmberment  or  diflocatioa  of  this  great  ma- 
chine Hiall  take  place»  either  by  a  rebellion  or  revoIutioD,  it 

mud  be  at  the  expence  of  many  millious  of  lives.    For,  as  is 
well  obferved  by  Lord  Macartney,  **  A  fudden  trandtion  from 
"  flavery  to  freedom,  from  dependence  to  authority,  can  fel- 
"  dom  be  borne  with  moderation  or  difcretion.    Every  change 
"  in  the  ftate  of  man  ought  to  be  gentle  and  gradual,  other- 
"  wife  it  Is  commonly  dangerous  to  himlelf,  and  intolerable  to 
*'  others.    A  due  preparation  may  be  as  ncceffary  for  liberty, 
"  as  for  inoculation  of  the  fmall-pox,  which,  like  liberty,  is 
"  future  health  but,  without  due  preparation,  is  almoft  certain 
*'  dellrudion.    Thus  then  the  Chinefc,  if  not  led  to  emanci- 
pation  by  degrees,  but  let  loofe  on  a  burft  of  enthuiiafm, 
**  would  probably  fall  into  all  the  cxcelTcr.  of  folly,  fuffcr  all 
**  the    paroxyfms  of  madnels,  and  be  found  as   unfit  for 
"  the  enjoyment  of  rational  freedom,  as  the  French  and  the 
**  negroes.** 
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Conjectures  on  the  Origin  of  the  Chinefc. — Their  Religious. 
Seds, — Teoets,— and  Ceremoaies. 

Smitfyilpartt from  Pthht,  and  is  /;.A,V(/  if  a  Tanplf.  —  Cohny  from  Egypt  ««/  tu^ 
crjpirj  to  be  fuppofed,  in  order  to  account  for  Egypt  ian  Mythology  in  China.-^OpU 
MOW  cenctrtiing  Chintfe  Oiigin. — Oi/ervations  en  tbt  Htightt  of  Tartary.—Preba' 
1^  tht  lUJUng-plati  of  At  Jri  ffNtai^JMuUr  ig^imaa  ^tU  Ciui^^8tnt». 

..JmJPif/ilmmt  ytunmrfk  ifForngntrt  with  China — Je%ui.~~Budb^u~-liUJh' 

fiaiu,  Mahomtdans.—  Roiruin  Catholic! . — .^^atrreh  of  tht  Jfuits  and  Domini'' 

tant.  Religion  of  Corfucius. — Attached  to  the  PrtiiP.ion  of  futurt  Events. — No. 

timt  entertainid  tj  bun  of  a  future  State. — Of  th*  Deitj. — DtHrint  Mt  unlike  that 
^thi  -Ciwuwiw  in  Hmmt  tfMt  Mtmtrj  hiit'Iidatrf,--Mijreprefe»»- 
Utim  ^Aa  IttguamUt  wA  rtgarimhe  ttOpm  tfibt  Ckmifi,  Tto-tze 
irSons  of  Immortals. — Their  Beverage  of  Lif/.—^t  Difciplet  ofYo  or  Eudhifis. 
^Cin^rifon  of  feme  of  the  Hindiit  Greeks  Egyptian,  and  Cbinefe  Dt'itia..-f  I  f 
Lotos  cr  Nelumbiuni. — Story  of  Ofiril  amd  lfi<«  aad  tbt  Ilia  compared  ttiih  the 
Ja^rial  Ctretacnf  ef  FUugbiiig.~.^§mm  «j|fif  At  Ttm^u—Praaical  Part  of 
Oiat/i  R^skihi^rmirvl  Olfifmu^t^  tf  Luatnt^Oki^ 

X  HE  fttipiciooa  and  watchful  condud  of  the  Chinefe  go^ 
venHDeat  towards  ftrangers  was  ill  fuited  to  the  free  and  inde- 
pendent fpint  of  Britons.  Confined  within  the  limits  of  their 
hotel,  the  popoloiu  capital  of  China  waa  to  them  little  better 

than: 
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tlian  a  defert  It  was,  therefore,  lefs  p«iiiliil  to  be  obliged  to 
quit  a  place  ^hich  they  could  confider  in  no  other  light  than  as- 
an  honourable  piifen,  and  to  take  leave  of  a*  people,  whofe  ge* 
neral  charader  feemed  to  ht  ftrdnglj  mairked  with  pridtf^  riieaa* 
neft,  and  ignorance.  Aiber  lumng  pafll^d  (bmrtime  in  ama^ 
tion,  tirh^re  eveiy  petty  ddicei'  iaii  tytant^  and  onty  man  a^flavc^ 
how  doubly  precTous  do  the  bldfiti^s  of  tHat  true  liberty  appearv 
whtcli  otir  happy' confticotton  affpi^ds  to  erery  one  the  liauii 
of  enjoying  at  tibtfte whet^  propekty  is  fecufed  fiorti^>Sbl0niee^ 
and  where  the  liie  of  the  meaheft  fiibje£^  is  e(|iiaHy  ]|»rbte€fcbd 
with  that  6f  tlie  priiice.  let  thbfe  vifidnary-  who  atdttfcf 
themrelves  in  building  Utot>ian  govefntoents,  and  thofe  who^ ' 
from  real  or  fancied  injury  or  n)eg|led,  feel  die  ^dHlgrin- 
appointment,  vilit  other  countries,  and  6xpei$etlce  how  j4l<lietf 
is  adminiftered  in  other  nations;  th^  will  then  be  taught  hi 
£onfefs  that  real  liberty  exifta  6nly  in  Grxeat  Btitain-^  tttt 
happy  idand  where,  to  ufe  the  ekpreffion  of  afi  eniin^  'iAi» 
ter  on  the  laws  of  nations^,  **  an  enlightened  ^liety  in ^ 
**  people  is  the  firmeft  fupport  of  lawful  authoriry  j  and  -die 
"  fovcreign's  breafl,  it  is  the  pledge  of  the  people's  iafety,  and 
eiccttes  their  confidence.** 

Itnprefled  with  fuch  fentimentR,  on  the  evcninr'  of  the  yth 
of  October  I  rode  through  the  ftreets  of  Pekin,  for  the  lad  time, 
in  company  with  Mr.  Maxwell.  We  were  quite  alone,  not  a 
fingle  Chinefe  fervant,  nor  foldier,  nor  officer  to  condud  us ; 
yet  we  had  no  difficulty  in  finding  otir  vvay.    We  paffed 

3  H  a  through 
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i]iro9gii  the  broad  fireett  of  tbis.  capital  from  one  extramity  to 
the  <Hher  without  the  leaft  moleftation,  or,  indeed,  the-kaft  no- 
tice. We  could  not  forbear  remarking  the  extraordinary  con- 
traft,  that  the  two  greated  cities  in  the  world  exhibited  at  thia 
hour  of  the  day.  In  the  public  ftreets  of  Pekin,  after  five  OT 
fix  o'clock  in  the  evening,  fcarcely  a  human  creature  is  feen  to 
move,  but  they  abound  with  dogs  and  fvnoe*  AU  its  inhabitants, 
having  finiO^ed  the  bufinefs  of  the  day,  are  now  retired  to  their 
refpe^ive  homes  to  cat  their  rice  and,  agreeably  with  the  cuC» 
torn  of  their  great  Emperor,  which  to  them  is  a  law,  to  lie 
down  with  the  fetting  fun  ;  at  which  time  in  London,  the  crowd 
is  fc  great,  from  Hyde  Park  corner  to  Mile  End,  as  to  inter- 
rupt each  other.  In  Pckin,  from  the  moment  the  day  begins 
to  dawn,  the  buzz  and  the  buftle  of  the  populace  is  like  that 
of  a  fwarm  of  bees ;  whillt,  on  the  contrary,  the  ftreets  of  Lon- 
don at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  are  nearly  deferted.  At 
eight  in  die  evening,  even  in  fummcr,  the  gates  of  Pdcin  are  • 
ihttt,  and  tiie  keja  fiatt  to  die  govonor,  afta  vrhich  xHtf  can- 
not  be  opened  on  any  confideiation. 

The  Fmbaflador  and  the  fell  of  die  foite,  vrith  the  ibldiera, 
iervanta  and  mufidana  had,  feveml  hours  before  us,  let  out  in  % 
ftvt  of  proceflion,  in  which  an  officer  of  government  on  horie- 
back  took  die  kad,  wkh  the  letter  of  the  Emperor  of  China  to 
the  King  of  EngUmd  flnng  acro6  hia  fhonldera,  in  e  woodea 
cafe  covered  with  yeUow  fiUc  At  a  late  hour  in  the  night,  we 
joined  the  reft  of  the  party  'mthc{tibearhio£Toftg-iiboo-foo,  where 
we  were  once  more  lodged  among  the  gods  of  the  nation,  in  a 
tmsAt  that  waicodecrated  lo  thepatxoniziog  deity  o£  the  city. 

Them 
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There  are  no  inns  in  any  part  of  this  vaft  empire ;  or,  to  fpeak 
more  corredly  (for  there  are  rcfting-places),  no  inhabited  and 
furnithed  houfes  where,  in  confideration  of  paying  a  certain 
fum  of  money,  a  traveller  may  purchafe  the  refrefliments  of 
comfortable  reft,  and  of  allaying  the  calls  of  hunger.  The 
ftate  of  focicty  admits  of  no  fuch  accommodation,  and  much 
Icfs  fuch  as,  in  many  countries,  proceeds  from  a  fpirit  of  difin- 
tereftcd  hofpitality  j  on  the  contrary,  in  this  country,  they  in- 
variably (hut  their  doors  againft  a  ftrangcr.  Wliat  they  call 
inns  are  mean  hovels,  confifting  of  bare  walls  where,  perhaps, 
a  traveller  may  procure  his  cup  of  tea  for  a  piece  of  copper 
money,  and  permifllon  to  pafs  the  night ;  but  this  is  the  extent 
of  the  comforts  which  fuch  places  hold  out.  The  pradice  in- 
deed of  travelling  by  land  is  fo  rare,  except  occafionally  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  country  which  admit  not  the  convenience  of  inland 
navigations,  or  at  fuch  times  when  thefe  are  frozen  up,  that  the 
profits  which  might  arife  from  the  entertainment  of  paflengers 
could  not  fupport  a  houfe  of  decent  accommodation.  The  of- 
ficers of  ftate  invariably  make  ufe  of  the  conveniencies  which 
the  temples  offer,  as  being  fuperior  to  any  other  which  the 
country  affords  ;  and  the  priefts,  well  knowing  how  vain  it 
would  be  to  refift,  or  remonftrate,  patiently  fubmit,  and  rcfign 
the  temporary  ufe  of  their  apartments  without  a  murmur. 

In  moft  countries  of  the  civilized  world,  the  buildings  appro- 
priated for  religious  worftiip  and  the  repofitories  of  their  gods, 
are  generally  held  facred.  In  the  monafteries  of  thofe  parts  of 
Europe,  where  inns  are  not  to  be  found,  the  apart mcrts  of  the 
monkei  are  fometimes  rcforted  to  by  travellers,  but  in  China  the 
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ytxy'faudlum fauBorum  is  invaded.  Every  corner  is  indifcrim;- 
nately  occupied  by  men  in  power,  if  they  flundd  require  it. 
Sometimes,  alio,  the  whole  building  is  made  a  common  piace  of 
refort  for  vagrants  and  idlers,  where  gamblers  mix  with  gods, 
and  priefls  with  pick-pockets.  In  juftice,  however,  it  muft  be 
obfcrved,  that  the  priefls  of  the  two  popular  religions  which 
predominate  in  the  country  flievv  no  inclination  to  encourage, 
by  joining  in,  die  vicious  practices  of  the  rabble;  but  having 
no  pay  nor  emolument  from  government,  and  being  rather 
tolerated  than  fupported,  they  are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  and 
to  overlook  abufes  of  this  nature,  and  even  to  allow  the  profane 
practices  of  the  rabble  in  the  very  hours  of  their  devotion.  Yet 
there  is  a  decency  of  behaviour,  a  fort  of  pride  and  dignity  in 
the  depoitmciit  of  a  Chinelc  pried,  that  readily  dillinguidi 
him  from  the  vulgar.  The  calumnies,  which  fome  of  the 
Roman  catholic  mifTionarics  have  fo  iiulaflrioufly  circulated 
againll  them,  fecni  to  have  no  foundation  in  truth.  The  near 
refemblance  of  their  drefs  and  holy  rites  to  thofe  of  their  own 
faith  was  fo  mortifying  a  circumftance,  that  none  of  the  mif- 
fionaries  I  converfed  with  could  fpeak  with  temper  of  the  priefts 
of  CWna.  I  could  not  even  prevail  on  our  interpreter  of  the 
propagandii fde^who  ftill  manifcfted  a  predileflion  for  the  cufloms 
of  his  country  in  every  other  refpecl,  to  ftep  into  the  temple 
where  the  altar  was  placed  ;  nor  could  he  be  induced,  by  any 
pcrfuafion,  to  give  or  to  afk  an  explanation  of  their  myfterious 
dodrines. 

There  U  no  fubjed,  perhaps,  oa  which  a  traveller  ought  to 
ipeak  with  left  confidence,  than  on  the  religious  opinlont  of 

the 
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the  people  he  may  chance  to  vtlit,  in  countries  out  of  Eu- 
rope, efpeciaily  when  thofe  opinions  arc  grounded  on  a  very- 
remote  antiquity.     The  allegorical  allufions  in  which  they 
might  originally  have  been  involved,  the  various  cfianges  they 
may  fince  have  underc^nnc,  the  ccrciiionics  and  types  urulcr 
which  they  are  ftill  exhibited,  in  their  modern  dref^,  render 
them  fo  wholly  imlntelUgible  that,  although  they  may  have 
been  founded  in  truth  and  reafon,  they  now  appear  abhud  and 
ridiculous ;  equally  inexplicable  by  the  people  themlelves  who 
profels  them,  as  by  thofe  who  are  utter  Grangers.    The  various 
modes,  indeed,  under  which  the  Creator  and  Ruler  of  the  Uni- 
verfe  is  recognifed  by  various  nations,  all  tending  to  one  point, 
but  fttting  out  in  very  different  diredlions,  can  only  be  undcr- 
ftood  and  reconciled  by  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  language, 
the  hiftory,  and  the  habits  of  the  people;  of  their  origin  and 
connei^\ions  with  other  nations ;  and,  even  after  fuch  know- 
ledge has  been  obtained,  it  is  no  eafy  tafk  to  feparate  fable  from 
metaphor,  and  truth  irom  fi£Vion.    For  thefe  reafons,  the  reli- 
gion of  China  appears  to  be  fully  as  obfcure  and  inexplicable 
as  that  of  almoll  any  other  of  the  oriental  nations.    The  lan- 
guage of  the  country,  added  to  thejealoufy  of  the  government 
in  admitting  foreigners,  have  thrown  almoft  infuperable  ob- 
ftacles  in  the  way  of  clearing  up  this  intricate  fubjedl  j  and  thoie 
few,  who  only  have  had  opportunities  of  overcoming  thefe  difli- 
culties,  were  unfortunately  men  of  that  clafs,  whofc  opinions 
were  fo  warped  by  the  prejudices  imbibed  with  the  tenets  of 
their  own  religion,  that  the  accounts  given  by  them  are  not  al- 
vrxj$  to  be  depeaded  U£on*    A»- 1  have  aheady  obferved,  they 
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cannot  bring  thenifelvcs  to  fpcak  or  to  write  of  the  priefts  of 
China  witli  any  degree  of  temper  or  modcratioo. 

It  would  be  j-rcfumptuous  in  me  to  fuj;pofe,  for  a  moment, 
that  I  am  qiulit'icd  to  remove  the  veil  of  darkaefs  that  covers 
the  popular  rcligioa  <^  Cbioa.  But  m,  la  the  pradtce  of  ditt 
religion,  it  is  impoflible  not  to  difeover  a  common  origin  vrith 
the  fyflema  of  other  nations  in  andent  timesi  It  may  not  be 
improper  to  introdiice  a  few  remarln  on  the  fubjed,  and  to 
enqnire  if  hiftory  wiU  enable  ns  to  point  out,  vi  what  manner 
they  might  have  received  or  communicated  the  fupcrlHtions 
and  metaphyitcsl  ideas  that  feem  to  prevail  among  them.  The 
obvious  coincidence  between  fome  parts  of  the  mythological 
dodiines  of  the  andent  Egyptians  and  Greeks,  with  thofe  of 
China,  induced  the  learned  Monfieur  de  Goignes  and  many 
of  tlie  Jefuits  to  infer,  that  a  colony  from  Egypt,  at  Ibme  re- 
mote period,  had  pafTed  into  China.  This  however  does  not 
appear  probable.  The  Chinefe  ait  not  a  mixed  but  a  dillin^fc 
race  of  men ;  and  their  countenance  has  nothing  of  the  ancient 
Egyptian  in  it.  ^^or  indeed  is  it  neceflary  to  fuppofe  any  Aich  * 
connexion,  in  order  to  explain  the  veftiges  of  Egyptian  my- 
thology that  may  appear  in  their  temples.  We  are  informed 
by  hiftory  that  when  Alexander  marched  into  India,  about  three 
.  centuries  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  n^any  learned  Greeks  ac- 
companied him  on  this  memorable  expedition ;  and  we  are 
further  informed  that,  two  centuries  after  this  period  when 
the  perfecutions  and  cruelties  of  Ptolemy  Phyfcon  expelled 
great  ntunben  of  foanied  and  pious  Greekp  and  Egyptiana 
fiom  the  city  of  Akmidiia,  they  ttavellcd  eaftwaid  in  icardi 
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of  an  afylum  among  the  Perfians  and  the  Indians ;  To  that  there 
is  nothing  extraordinary  in  meeting  with  Greek  and  Egyptian 

fuperftitions  among  nation's  of  the  Eaftj  even  where  no  veftigc 
oK  tlicir  language  remains.  For  it  may  he  obfcrvcd  that, 
whenever  colonies  emigrate  from  thtir  own  countrv  and 
fettle  among  flrangers,  they  are  much  more  apt  10  lufe  their 
native  language,  than  their  religious  dogmas  .ind  lupcrflitious 
notions.  NecefTity  indeed  may  compel  them  to  adopt  the  lan- 
guage of  the  new  country  into  which  they  have  emigrated,  but 
"  any  ciinipulfive  meafures  to  draw  them  to  another  religion  ferve 
only  to  ftrengthen  them  in  their  own.  The  Ficncli  refugees 
at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  totally  lofl  their  language  in  Icfs 
than  fevcnty  years  ;  and,  fingular  as  it  ir  ay  appear,  I  met  with  a 
dclcricr  from  one  of  the  Scotch  regiments,  on  the  borders  of  the 
KafTcr  country,  who  had  fo  far  forgot  his  language,  in  the 
courfe  of  about  three  years,  that  he  was  not  able  to  make  hini- 
felf  iutelligible  by  it.  Many  languages,  we  know,  have  totally 
been  loft,  and  others  fo  changed  as  fcarcely  to  prcfeive  any 
traces  of  llieir  original  form  *. 

Mr.- 

•  This  confiJeration  on  tlic  tranfient  nature  of  languapes,  and  elpeciuilr  of  thofe 
vrhofc  Reccing  founds  huvc  never  been  fixed  bj  any  graphic  invention,  m.iLc>  it  the 
mote  fiirpriving  how  Lord  Kmes,  !o  bu  Cketdi  on  the  origin  and  progreft  of  Ane* 
rican  nation?,  nftcr  o!)fcrving  that  no  pafTigc  by  lar.J  h;id  been  cIiIcovl rcJ  hctuxcn 
America  and  the  old  world,  (bould  have  given  it  as  his  opinion*  th.4t  an  enquiry, 
moch  more  dcdfive  u  to  the  former  being  peopled  by  the  latter,  might  be  purfucd, 
by  afcertiining  whttiicr  the  f  imc  l.inguagi  be  fpokcn  by  the  inhabitants  on  the  two 
fiJes  of  the  ftr.ii'  ('i  it  dMiIci  i'  ,  n'ntlicrn  rcj;;ons  of  Air.cricii  from  Kamfkatkit. 
And  that,  after  Bjiding  this  no.  be  tiie  cafe,  he  Ihould  condude  that  the  former 
coold  not  hare  been  peopled  by  the  bitter.  Had  not  Lord  Kamcs  written  upon  n 
fyfteni  cf  a  Teparate  and  Kica]  creation,  pre^ftablilhecl  In  his  own  mind,  he  would 
miqaeftionabljr  have  laid  morc^ftreiji  upon  a  refemUance  in  their  phyfical  charaifters 
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Mr.  BaUljt  ^di  fiHDc  other  letrned  and  ingenious  men, 
was  of  opinion,  that  many  fragaientt  of  the  old  and  afafutd 
ftbles  of  China  are  difcoTerable  in  the  ancient  hifloey  of  the 
iSndds,  from  the  bufth  of  Fo-Jbee^  the  founder  of  the  empiie 
as  the  French  write  the  word,)  until  the  introdn£Uoa 
of  Budha,  or  Fo.  Like  the  HindiU,  it  u  true,  they  have 
always  fliewn  -a  remarkable  predilefiion  for  the  number  mmt^ 
Confttdus  calls  it  die  moft  perfect  of  numbers  But  the  8cy» 
tluans,  or  Tartars,  have  alfo  confidered  this  as  a  facred  nanw' 
her.  It  is  true,  Ukewife,  they  refemble  feme  of  the  Indian 
nations,  in  the  obfervance  of  folftitial  and  equinozial  fterifiees  \ 
in  making  offerings  to  the  manes  of  their  anceftofs ;  in  the 
dread  of  leaving  no  offspring  behind  them,  to  pay  the  cuC> 
^iwimary  obfequies  to  their  memory ;  in  ob(er?ing  eight  cardinal 
or  principal  points  of  the  world }  in  the  divifion  of  the  S&odiac,. 
md  in  a  variety  of  other  eoincidenccs,  which  the  learned  Mr« 
Bryant  accounts  for  by  fuppofing  the  Egyptbns,  Greeks,  Ro- 
flsans,  and  Indians,  to  be  derived  from  one  common  Aock,  and 
that  feme  of  thefe  people  carried  their  religion  and  thdr  lear»>' 
Sn'g  into  China*  No  proof  however  is  adduced,  either  by  hiok^ 
or  others,  of  fuch  a  communicatien ;  and  an  aHcrtion  directly 
the  contrary  might  have  been  made  wilh  equal  plaulibiHty; 


in  tlitir  fvprrflltions  and  religious  notions,  th.m  on  finillarity  of  l.injjiiage  ;  which, 
among  the  maitj  acquirements  of  the  human  i'pccics,  or  ot  human  inUitutioa<  is  not 
Ih*  kail  liable  n>  change  bjr  a  diange  of  fitdation«  efpcciaKjr  where  bo  written  cha« 
faiAer  hai  been  employed  to  fix  it.  His  Lordlhip's  conclufion  is  the  more  eatraor- 
dinarv,  a<  he  hud  aire;  ulf  ob&rved  that  the  vciianbUace  between  them  was  perfeA 
in  every  other  refped. 

That 
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That  the  Chinefe  do  not  owe  their  origin  to  the  fame  (lock, 
their  phyfical  chara£ler  is  of  itfelt  a  lufficieiU  proof.  The  fmall 
eye,  rounded  at  the  extremity  next  the  nofe,  inftead  of  being 
angular,  as  is  the  cafe  in  that  of  Europttiit,  itt  oUiqae  in^ad 
of  horizontal  pofition,  and  the  flat  and  facoad  root  of  the  nofe, 
ai«  features  or  charaders  entirely  diftioQ  from  the  Hindu,  the 
Greelc,  or  the  Roman ;  and  belong  more  properly  to  the  natives 
of  that  vaft  extern  of  country,  which  was  known  to  the  a&cieots 
hf  the  name  of  Scythia,  and,  in  modern  times,  by  that  of 
•  Taitary,  There  is  fcarcely  in  nature  two  of  the  human  fpecies 
that  dt^  more  widdy  tlian  a  Chinefe  and  a  Hindu,  ietting 
afide  the  di^rence  of  colour,  which  however  modem  enquiries 
have  determined  to  have  little  or  no  relation  to  climate,  but 
rather  to  Ibme  original  formation  of  the  dtfierent  Ipedea.  'The 
Mantcho<j^  and  indeed  all  the  other  Tartar  tribes  bordeiing 
upon  China,  are  fcarcely  dif^inguifliaUe  from  the  Ghinelfe* 
The  fame  colour,  except  in  a  few  inftanccs  as  I  have  dlewheie 
obferved,  the  iaroe  eyes,  and  general  turn  of  the  countenance 
prevail,  on  the  continent  of  Afia,  from  the  tropic  of  Cancer  to 
the  Frozen  Ocean  *.  The  pcninfula  of  Malacca,  aiid  the  vaft 
multitude  of  iflaads  fpread  over  the  eaflem  feas,  and  inhabited 
by  the  Malays,  as  wd!  as  thofe  of  Japan  .Md  Lieou-kieoui 
have  clearly  been  peopled  from  the  fame  comnxon  ftock.  Th^ 
iirft  race  of  people  to  the  oortliwacd  «if  Hindoftaa,  that  paS^ 

*  Ic  is  fnfficiently  remarkiabic,  that  the  Xmperor  Kaung:Sbut  ia  giving,  hy  pabjic 
cdtAt  firnic  account  to  his  AibjeAs  of  the  different  nations  of  Afia  nnd  Europe,  ihould 
nuke  ihc  fclicv.ving  obfcrvatir  n.    "  To  the  fi)iitlriv  trvi  of  the  '\ffiici  country  a  hordfc 

ofHoQ-tje  (Turks)  is  cft.itilifhcd,  v  lio  arc  ilcfc«nded  from  tiie£tme  ftock  whh  Twn- 
••^ajF^,  formerly  Emperor*  of  China." 
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the  Tartar  countenance,  fo  different  from  that  of  tlic  Hindus, 
are  the  inhabitants  of  Bootan.  "  The  liootecas"  fays  Captain 
Turner,  "  have  invariably  black  hair,  which  it  is  their  fafhion 
"  to  cut  (hort  to  the  head.  The  eye  is  a  very  remarkable 
**  feature  of  the  face;  fmall,  black,  with  long  pointed  cor- 
"  ners  *,  as  though  ftretched  and  extended  by  artificial  means. 
"  Their  eye-lafhes  are  fo  thin  as  to  be  fcarcely  perceptible,  and 
"  the  eye-brow  is  but  (lightly  ihaded.  Below  the  eyes  is  the 
"  broad  eft  part  of  the  face,  which  is  rather  flar,  and  narrowa 
*'  from  the  cheek-bones  to  the  chin  ;  a  charaderof  countenance 
"  appearing  firft  to  take  its  rife  among  the  Tartar  tribes,  but 
"  is  by  far  more  ftrongly  marked  in  the  Chinefe." 

■fr 

The  heights  of  Tartary,  bulging  out  beyond  the  general  fur- 
face  of  the  globe,  have  been  confidered,  indeed,  by  many  as 
the  cradle  of  the  human  fpecies,  or  ftill  more  emphatically,  and 
perhaps  more  properly,  as  tbe  foutidery  of  the  human  race.  This 
opinion  did  not  arife  folely  from  the  vaft  multitudes  of  people 
correfponding  with  the  Tartar  charadber,  that  are  fpread  over 
every  part  of  the  eaftern  world,  and  who  in  countlcfs  fwarms 
once  overran  all  Europe,  but  was  grounded  on  a  fuppofition, 
that  the  whole  furface  of  the  globe,  or  the  greater  part  of  it, 
has  at  one  time  been  fubmerfed  in  water,  and  that  Tanary  waa 
the  laft  lobe  covered,  and  the  firft  that  was  uncovered  ;  and  the 
place  from  whence,  of  courfe,  a  new  fet  of  creatures  were  forged 
as  in  a  work(hop,  from  fome  remnant  of  the  old  ftock,  to  be  the 
germs  of  future  nations. 

*  The  Mtirior  angles  are  here  meant  which,  in  tbe  Chinefe  alfo,  are  extended  in 
the  lame  or  a  greater  proportioo  thiin  the  interior  ones  are  rounded  off. 

Almoft 
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Almoft  every  part  of  the  cartli,  Indeed,  aHords  the  Fnoft  un- 
equivocal indications  tliaX  fuch  has  adually  bt;sn  the  cafe,  not 
only  la  the  feveral  marine  produiflions  that  have  been  difco- 
vered  in  high  mountains,  at  a  diftance  from  any  fea,  and 
equally  deep  under  the  furface  of  the  earth  ;  but  more  efpecially 
in  the  formation  of  the  mountains  themfelves,  the  very  higheft 
of  which,  except  thofe  of  granite,  coiififVing  frequently  of  ta- 
bular maGcs  piled  on  each  other  in  luch  regular  and  horizon- 
tal ftrata,  that  their  fhape  and  appearance  cannot  be  oiherwife 
accounted  for,  or  explained  by  any  known  principle  in  nature, 
except  by  luppofing  them  at  one  time  to  have  exiftcd  in  a  ftate 
of  fluidity,  by  the  agency  of  fire  orof  water,  a  point  which  feems 
to  be  not  quite  decided  betweea  tlie  Volcanifts  and  the  Ncp- 
tunifts.  The  heights  of  Tartary  are  unqueftionably  the  higheft 
land  ia  the  M  world.  la  America  they  may,  perhaps,  be  ex- 
ceeded. GeriiUntf  who  was  a  tolerable  good  mathematician 
and  furnifhed  with  ioftruments,  afliirei  ua^  that  the  mountain 
Pe  tcba^  vcTj  inferior  to  many  in  Tanary,  is  nine  Chinefe  /cesy 
or  about  Bfteea  thoufand  feet,  above  the  level  of  the  plains  of 
China.  This  mountaio,  at  well  ai  all  the  others  in  the  fame 
country,  is  compoied  of  fand  ftone,  and  refis  upon  plains  of 
Hmd,  mixed  with  rodt  fait  and  faltpetre.  The  6&9-m0«»,  or  im- 
menfe  deiert  of  landi  which  ftretchea  along  the  north-weft  fron- 
tier of  China  and  dividea  it  from  weftem 'Tartarj,  ia  not  left 
elevated  than  the  A-tohi,  and  is  faid  to  lefemble  die  bed  of  the 
ocean.  Some  of  the  mountaina  ftardng  out  of  this  /ca  of/and^ 
which  its  name  implies,  cannot  be  left  than  twenty  tbouftnd 
ftet  above  the  level  of  the  caftern  ctcctn. 

* 

The 
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The  formation  of  tlie  earth  alljids  a  wiJc  IklJ  tor  fpccula- 
tion  ;  ami,  accordingly,  many  ingenious  thctiries  liave  hcen  con- 
ceived to  explain  the  various  appearances  which  its  (urface  ex- 
hibits.   The  bcft  modern  naturalifts  fccm,  however,  to  agree, 
that  water  has  been  one  of  the  principal  agents  to  produce  thefe 
eficds.    The  great  Linnaeus,  whofe  penetrating  mind  pervaded 
the  whole  empire  of  nature,  after  many  and  laborious  enquiries, 
acqulelced  in  the  truth  <^  the  lacred  writings,  that  the  whole 
globe  of  the  earth  was,  at  fome  period  of  time,  rubmerfed  in  wa- 
ter, and  covered  with  tlie  vaft  ocean,  until  in  the  laple 
ti£  time  one  little  iiland  appeared  In  this  immenie  lea, 
which  iiland  muft  have  been  of  courle  the  higheft  moun- 
tain upon  the  furlace  of  the  earth.  Li  fupporc  of  his  hypo- 
thcfis,  he  adduces  a  number  of  fads,  many  of  which  have  lallea 
within  his  own  obfervation,  of  the  progreilive  retreat  of  the 
lea,  the  diminution  of  fp rings  and  rivers,  and  the  neceifary  in- 
crement of  land.   Among  the  moft  remarleable  of  thefe  are 
the  obfervations  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  Northern  Bothnia 
.  upon  the  rocks  on  the  fca  coall,  from  whence  it  appeared  that, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  century,  the  lea  had  fubfided  more  than  four 
feet;  fo  that  fix  thouland  years  ago,  fuppofihg  the  rate  of  redr- 
ing  to  have  been  the  fame,  the  Tea  was  higher  than  at  prefent 
by  two  hundred  and  forty  feet.  Such  great  and  lenfible  deprel^ 
fionof  the  ifrater  of  the  fea  muft,  however,  have  been  only  local^ 
otherwife,  as  I  have  elfewhere  ol>rerved,  the  iRed  Sea  uiA  th6 
Mediterranean  would  have  joinefl  within  tlie  period  of  hiftory. 
"The  lea,  it  is  true,  in  fome  pai'ts  of  the  wdrld,  i;ains  upon  the 
land,  and  in  others  the  land  upon  the  Tea,  but  thefe  efFedsarile 
from  a  different  caufc  to  that  which  is  fuppofed  to  produce  a  ge- 
neral 
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aenl  tetraat   It  m  true,  aiib,  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

mountains  and  great  rivers,  verjr  material  changes  have  takea 
place  in  the  eourfe  of  a  few  ages.   The  fragments  of  the 
fermer,  worn  away  by  the  alternate  adion  of  the  fun  and  rains,, 
aie  borne  down  by  the  torrents  of  the  latter,  and  depofited  in 
'  the  eddies  formed  by  the  two  banks  of  the  rivers  where  they 
join  the  fea,  producing  thus  alluvious  land  as,  for  example,  the 
Delta  of  Egypt,  which  has  gradually  been  dcpofitcd  out  of  the 
foil  of  AbyfTinia  and  Upper  Egypt;  the  plains  of  the  northern 
parts  of  China,  which  have  been  formed  out  of  the  mouatains 
of  Tartary ;  and  thofe  of  India  from  the  Thebeiiaii  mountains^ 
and  the  other  high  lancis  to  the  northuird  and  weftward  of  the 
pcninfula.    As,  however,  a  much  greater  proportion  of  the  frag- 
ments born.c  down  by  rivers  mufl  be  depofited  in  the  bofouv 
cf  rbc  deep  than  on  its  (liorcR,  the  ica  by  this  conflant  and  elTcc- 
tive  operation  ought  ral.ier  to  advance  than  to  retreat.    Wc  may 
therefore,  perhaps,  conclude  that,  whatever  the  changes  may 
have  been  which  the  furface  of  the  earth  has  undergone,  with 
regard  to  the  proportion  and  the  pofition  of  land  and  water,  the 
appearances  we  now  behold  in  various  parts  of  the  globe  can 
only  be  explained  by  fuppofmg  fome  temporary  and  preterna- 
tural caufe,  or  elfe  by  alluming  aa  iocalcuiable  period  of  time 
Ibr  their  produdUon. 

But  to  return  from  this  digreffion  to  the  more  immediate  fub- 
jed  of  the  prefent  feilion.  k  is  fuificicntly  remarkable,  and 
no  inconhderable  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  Sacred  Writings, 
tliat  almofl  every  nation  has  fome  traditionary  account  of  a  de- 
luge, ibme  making  it  unlverfal»  an^  oXbia»  local:  prefumlng,. 

however. 
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however,  the  former  to  be  correct,  which  is  not  only  jiiftlfied 
by  i[;c  tcftiiiiony  ot  ihc  auihor  of  the  Pentateuch,  hat  by  na- 
tural appearances,  it  tniglit  perhaps  be  ihcwn,  with  no  great 
dcviatifMI  from  the  generally  received  opinion,  that,  inflead  of 
Perfiabdng  thebiTC  in  which  was  preferved  a  remnant  of  die 
sncleot  world  for  the  condauitiba  the  fpecies,  thole  who 
have  fuppofed  Tartary  to  be  the  cradle,  from  whence  the  prelcnt 
race  of  men  iflued, '  have  adopted  the  more  plaufible  conjeOure. 
Jf  it  be  borne  in  mind  that,  in  every  part  of  the  bible  hiikory, . 
the  expreffions  are  accommodated  to  the  underftandlngs  of  thole 
for  whom  tbey  were  intended,  rather  than  ftridty  conformable 
to  fads,  and  more  confonant  to  appearances  than  lealilies,  it 
may  be  fuppofed,  without  any  ofience  to  the  moft  rigid  bo* 
liever,  that  by  the  mount  Ararat  waa  not  ftriAly  meant  the 
identical  mountain  of  that  name,  which  has  been  recognized  in 
Armenia,  but  rather  the  bighefl  mountain  on  the  hcc  o£  the 
globe ;  for,  if  this  were  not  the  cafe,  the  Mofaic  account  would 
be  contradidory  in  itfelf,  as  we  are  told  that,  **  all  the  high 
"  hills  that  were  under  the  whole  Heaven  were  covered."  This 
ccncefllon  being  allowed,  we  may  fuppofe  that  the  ark,  inftead 
of  rcfting  in  Armenia,  firfl  flruck  ground  in  that  part  of  Tar- 
tary whicl\  is  novv'  inliabitcd  by  the  Kleuths,  as  being  the  moft 
elevated  tra(il  of  country  in  the  old  world.  From  thefc  heights 
large  rivers  flow  towards  every  quarter  of  the  horizon.  It  is 
here  that  the  fources  of  the  Selenga  arc  found,  defcending  to  the 
northward  into  the  lake  Baikal,'  and  from  thence  by  the  Ene- 
fei  and  the  Lena  into  the  Frozen  Ocean  :  of  the  Amour,  which 
empties  its  waters  to  the  eaflward  into  the  gulph  of  Tartary : 
of  the  two  great  rivers  of  China  flowing  to  the  fouthward,  and 
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of  numbcrlefs  lakes  and  riTcrs  difcharging  their  waters  to  the 
weftward,  fome  burying  themfelves  in  defisrts  iknd,  and 
others  working  their  way  to  the  great  lake  of  Aral  and  the  Gat 
pian  iea. 

From  fiich  a  fitiiation,adintttiogthe  earth  to  hare  been  peopled 
in  fttoceffion,  the  two  great  rivers  which  took  the  foutheriy  di- 
reftion  and  crofled  the  fertile  and  extenfive  plains  of  China, 
were  fully  as  likely  to  direCt  the  few  furvivors  of  the  deluge  to 
this  country,  as  that  they  Ihould  follow  any  of  the  other  ftreams; 
and  probably  more  fo,  as  thefe  led  to  a  warmer  and  more  com* 
forttble  diraate,  where  fewer  wants  were  felt  and  thoie  few 
more  eafily  fupplted.  Confidered  in  diis  point  of  view,  the  opi* 
nion  of  the  Jefults  will  not  appear  fo  ill  founded,  which  fup- 
pofes  that  Noah,  fcparaiing  from  his  rebellious  family,  travelled 
with  a  part  of  his  ofispring  into  theeaft,  and  founded  the  Cliinefe 
monarchy;  and  that  he  is  the  fame  pcrfon  as  the  Foo-Jbee  *  of 
their  hiftory.  The  words  of  fcriptuce^vss  Ufe  an  ingeni- 
ous commentator  has  obferved,  ought  more  properly  to  be 
ttanflated,  nt  the  beginning.  At  all  events,  the  fa^i  I  conclude 
to  be  irrefiftible,  that  the  Tartars  and  theChioefe  Imvc  one  com- 
mon origin,  and  the  queftion  then  is  Amply  this,  whether  the 
fertile  plains  of  China  were  abandoned  for  the  bleak  and  barren 
heights  of  Tartary,  or  that  the  wandering  and  half-fainiihed 

*  As  a  corroboratiog  proof  of  the  Chineie  being  of  Scjthic  origin,  it  may  be 
obTemd,  that  the  adjonft  danSeitShm  (to  the  fanilj  name  A*)  it  eonpoAd  of  a 
Jlcfp,  rite.  An  arrow,  and  the  conjnnAive  charaAer  a^o,  from  whence  nay  be  iafemd 
tiMt  he  united  the  occvpatkm  oOAq^ii^  isrir^^ 
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Scythians  defcended  into  regions  whofe  temperature  aad  pro- 
dudlons  were  more  congenial  to  the  nature  of  man. 

If,  however,  we  allow  China  to  have  been  among  the  firft 
nations  formed  after  the  flood,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  kept 
pace  in  learning  and  in  arts  with  the  Chaldeans,  the  A(ryrian8, 
or  the  Egyptians.  Before  the  time  of  Confucius,  its  progrefs 
in  civilization  feems  to  iiave  been  very  flow.  He  was  the  firft 
pferfonwho  digefted  any  thing  like  a  hiftory  of  the  kings  of 
Loo  i  for,  in  his  time,  the  country  was  divided  among  a  num- 
ber of  petty  princes,  who  lived  at  the  head  of  their  families, 
much  in  the  lame  manner  as  formerly  the  chiefs  of  the  clans  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland  ;  or,  perhaps,  more  properly^  fpeak- 
ing,  like  the  German  princes,  whofe  petty  ftaies  are  fo  manj 
parts  of  one  great  empire.  It  b  dow  about  two  thonland  yean 
fibce  the  fereral  monaidilei  were  eoalblUbted  in  one  undivded 
ami  abfolnte  There  are  federal  reafont  for  foppoGog 

that,  before  this  period,  China  made  no  great  figttte  among  the 
poliflied  nationi  of  the  world,  although  it  produced  a  CSoofociiii, 
fome  of  whofe  works  demonftiate  a  Tigoroua  and  an  enlightened 
mind.  Fiom  the  commentaries  of  tins  philofopher  on  one  of 
their  ckflical  books*,  it  wouhl  appear  that  a  legttbrfuocel&oii  of 
Emperors  could  be  traced  near  two  thonfand  years  back  from 
his  time,  or  more  than  four  thoufand  years  firom  the  |vclent 
.period.  The duradon of  tfae  dynafties,  with  their  ieveral  Em* 
perors,  whidi  he  enumerates,  and  die  detail  of  occurrences 
in  each  reign,  make  tfae  truth  of  the  hiftory  fuffidently  pknfi- 
Ue^  though  the  chronology,  firom  tlidr  total  ignofince  of  aftio-. 

•  The  Slm-th^. 

flomy. 
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Bomy^  moil  occeOarily  be  defe^ve.   It  U  ftill  an  extraordi- 
nary circumftance,  that  none  of  the  ancient  claffical  anthoit 
(hould  have  had  the  leaft  knowledge  of  fuch  a  nation.  Homer 
oeither  mentions  them  nor  makes  any  allofioa  to  fuch  a  people; 
and  Herodotus  feems  to  have  been  equally  ignorant  of  their 
cxiftence ;  and  yet,  according  to  the  bcft  chronologifts,  HerCK 
dotus  and  Confucius  mul\  have  been  contemporaries.    It  may 
fairly  be  concluded  then,  tluit  the  early  Greeks  had  no  know- 
ledge of  tlie  Chinefe.  Even  more  tlian  a  century  after  the  father 
of  hiftory  flouriftied,  when  the  Perfian  empire  was  overthrown 
by  Alexander,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Chinefe  were  known 
to  this  nation ;  which  in  all  probability  would  have  been  the 
cafe,  notwithftanding  their  avcrfion  to  any  intercourfe  with  fo- 
reigners, had  they  conftitutcd,  at  that  time,  a  large  and  power- 
ful empire  ;  perhaps,  indeed,  the  ignorance  of  the  Perlians  might 
arife  from  the  intervention  of  the  civilized  nations  of  India,  whofc 
numbers  might  have  made  it  prudent  in  the  former  to  dire^ 
their  arms  cooftantly  towards  the  weft  ntiher  than  lo  the  eaft. 

It  has  been  an  opinion  pretty  generally  adopted,  that  the 
people  known  to  the  ancients  by  the  name  of  Seres  were  the 
fame  as  the  Chinefe,  partly  on  account  of  their  caftern  fituation, 
and  partly  becaufe  the  principal  filk  manufadures  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  brought  from  thence,  which  gave  the  Romans  oe- 
safioQ  to  name  die  country  Serktm.  The  R(mi«as»  however, 
received  the  uifling  quantity  of  filk  made  vie  of  by  them  from 
Perfia,  and  not  firom  China,  tuat  firom  the  comitry  of  die  Seres. 
Nor  is  it  probable,  that  the  latter  Ihojild  be  the  Cbwefe,  who 
aw  &iil  to  have  fent  an  cmbi07  to  Auguftus,  in  order  to  court 
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the  frkndfhip  of  the  Romans,  it  bein^  fo  very  contrary  to  their 
fundamental  laws,  which  not  only  prohibit  any  intcrcourle 
with  ftrangers,  but  allow  not  any  of  the  natives  to  leave  the 
country.  The  fa£l,  indeed,  of  this  etnbalTy  refts  folcly  upon 
the  auiliority  of  Lucius  A.  Florus,  who  wrote  his  hlftory,  if  it 
may  fo  be  called,  nearly  a  century  after  the  death  of  Auguftus  : 
and,  as  none  of  the  hiflorians  contemporary  with  that  Emperor, 
take  any  notice  of  luch  an  event,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  oo  fuch  embaQy  was  feat  to  Rome  *• 

The 

•  PtolcmT,  the  Geographer,  pl.ices  Scrica  luljoining  to  Scythi.i,  extra  Imaum,  cor- 
rcTponding  wiih  Cafhg4r,  Tanguc,  and  Kiui>  countries  famous  for  the  culUvation 
of  the  cotton  plane.  It  wooid  ftenif  indeed^  from  all  the  paflajiresiiAieh  occur  in 
aadent  aothort  concerning  the  Screst  that  cotton  tvas  the  fubfiance  alluded  tOb 
rather  than  fill,  and  that  tbefit  people  were  not  the  prc&nt  Chiacft,  but  the  Tntan 
of  KiMi. 

J^/V  ntmtra  JEtbitfum  wttlli  €aiu»ii»  laua  f 
V^tt^tt  ut  ftli'u  JtftSmt  l«Mw  Smt  f 

Viif>  Gcorg,  y.  V.  ISO. 

■  P^fMflfM  nrnthmu*  rtu8i 

SiL  Ital.  I.  6.  V.  |. 

«■•  -  I  mcl'i  ttsndtnt  tit  jlipitt  Sfrei 

Fmtdt*  ImAffTM  carftnlu  vtliira  Sih<r. 

ClauJiiUi. 

Stnt  Umfitu  SywM  mWn  ^rfy/um  e^ua  diftatMltt  frtndium  (amiiem. 

Fltn.  1.6. 17. 

Horace  makes  the  Serea  eipert  ia  drxwias  theboi^v,  a  weapon  la  die  ufc  of  wUch  the 
Scydiimt  were  alwajs  fiunons. 

Dtiha  Stultuu  tmHn  StritM 

Armfattrner  , 
Hor.  lib.  i.  Od.  29.  t.  9. 

It 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA.  437 

The  firft  people  dut  we  know  to  have  trvrdled  into  Ghtna 
wtt  ft  Golonir  of  Jews  who»  according  to  the  lecocds  kept  by 
their  defcendantt,  and  which  I  underftood  from  ibme  of  the 
miJEonariee  are  conoboiated  as  to  the  time  by  Ghioefe  hiftorf^ 
firft  fettled  there  fliortly  after  the  eocpe^don  of  Alexander  had 
opened  a  communicatton  with  India.  Nor  is  it  at  all  improba*. 
ble  that  this  advenuirous  and  induftrioiM  people  were  the  firft 
to  carry  with  them,  into  their  new  country,  the  filk  worm  and 
the  mode  of  rearing  it,eitbcrfromPerria,  or  fome  of  the  neighbonr- 
ii^  countries.  The  Emperor  Kaung-Jbee^  in  his  obfervations  on 
natural  hiftory,  takes  notice  that  the  Chinefe  are  greatly  miftakea 
when  thej  fay  that  filk  was  an  exclufive  product  of  China,  for 
that  the  upper  regions  of  India  have  a  native  worm  of  a  larger 
growth,  and  which  fpins  a  ftronger  fiik  than  any  in  China. 
Although  indeed  ancient  authors  are  filent  as  to  the  article  of  filk, 
there  are  grounds  for  fuppofmg  it  was  not  unknown  in  Tangut 
and  Kitai.  Several  expreilions  in  the  Bible  warrant  the  opi- 
nion that  filk  was  ufed  in  the  time  of  Solomon,  and  the  vtftes 
perluc'tda  ac  flmdee  Merits  of  Juftin  feem  to  convey  a  dcfcrip- 
tion  of  filken  robes.  This  mode  of  the  lirll  iatrodudion  of  filk 
into  China  is  offered  as  mere  conje(^ure,  for  which  I  have  no 
other  authority  in  fuppon  of,  than  what  is  here  mentioned,  with 


It  eerUinif  cannot  be  isfcrred  that  hf  tlw  Smt^  in  aof  of  the  above  quotations,  was 

meant  the  fame  people  as  the  piefcnt  Chinefe  ;  on  the  conlrarj-,  the  probability  is 
that  ic  did  not  allude  to  this  nation,  and  that  the  ancients  had  not  the  lead  know* 
ledge  of  its  exiftence.  ft  appears  from  another  pafHtge  la  Pliny,  that  tile  beft  iron  in 
the  world  was  in  Sericum,  ,tul  tl.  it  the  Seres  eiportcJ  ic  with  their  cloths  and  (kins. 
The  iron  of  the  Chinefe,  as  I  h  ivc  had  occalion  to  obfcrve*  is  remarbiblj  bad*  and 
all  their  articles  of  peltry  arc  imported. 

*    •  the 
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the  circumftance  of  the  Jews  being  fettled  chiefly  ia  the  filk 
provinee»»  and  of  their  being  at  tlu*  time  in  confiderable  num- 
ben  near  Hang-tcboo-foo^  where  tliejr  carry  on,  the  pnndpal 
trade  in  this  ardde,  and  luiv«  acqniftdibe  reputa^on.  of  fiibri- 
cating  the  beft  ftnft  of  this  material  that  are  made  in  China  t 
nor  do  I  Icoow  in  wh«c  otiter  way  tiiey  covld  recommend  them* 
felvea  to  the  Chinefe,  ib  ^  aa  to  luve  obtained  the  proiedioa 
of  this  Jealous  gorernmenc,  and  to  be  allowed  to  iotefmarry- 
with  the  women  of  the  country.   It  b  true  tiiey  have  pmdifed 
no  noderliand  aitempta  to  fcduoe  the  natiTea  from  their  paternal 
religion,  and  to  perfiiade  them  to  embrace  their  own ;  and  al» 
though  they  are  not  very  fiimoos  for  the  cultivatioii  of  the 
fcienees,  yet  they  might  Imt«  rendered  themfdvei  extremely 
ufeful  in  fuggefting  improvements  in  many  of  the  arts  and  ma- 
nufadures.  Many.of  them,  indeed,  forfake  the  religion  of  their 
forefathers,  and  arrive  at  high  employments  in  the  (late.  Few 
among  them,  I  underdand,  except  the  Rabbis,  have  any  know- 
ledge of  the  Hebrew  language,  and  they  have  long  been  fo  in-- 
tcrmixed  with  the  Chinefe,  that  the  priefts  at  the  prefcnt  day 
are  faid  to  find  fome  difficulty  in  keeping  up  their  congrega- 
tions.   So  different  are  the  efledis  prodiiced  by  fuffcriog, 
ilead  of  perfecuting,  rdigioos  opioiooa. 

One  of  the  miflionaries  has  given  an  account  of  his  vifit  to  a 
fynagogue  of  Jews  in  China.  He  found  the  priefts  mofl  rigo-  ». 
roully  attached  to  their  old  law  :  nor  had  they  the  leaft  know- 
ledge of  any  other  Jefus  having  appeared  in  the  world,  except 
the  fon  of  Sirach,  of  whom,  he  fays,  their  hiftcry  makes  men- 
tion.  If  this  be  really  the  fa^  thdr  anceftoct  could  not  have 
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been  any  ptrt  of  tbe  ten  tiibet  that  were  earned  bto  captivlcf  , 
but  may  other  be  fofipolecl  to  have  been  among  die  tciHUmm 
of  AleKaDderVanny*  which  agrees  witk  th«r  own  account  of 
the  time  they  firft  lettlcd  in  China*  They  poflefled  a  copy  of 

the  Pentateuch  and  feme  other  ftagments  of  the  Sacred  Writ- 
ings, which  diey  had  brought  along  with  them  from  the  weft- 
ward,  but  the  mifllonary's  inforoiation  is- very  in^ifeda  as  he 
itas  igoocant  of  the  Hebrew  laogvage*. 

Aliihough  a  very  great  (imilari^  is  oUerrable  between  many 

of  the  ancieiit  JewUh  rites  and  ceremonies  and  thofe  in  ufe 
among  the  Chinefe,  yet  there  feems  to  be  no  reafon  for  (ap- 
pofing  that  the  hitter  received  any  part  of  then:  reUpoiifiomthe 

*  All  our  enquirieSria  pdEng  the  citf  of  Haag-tchoO'foOt  were  fruitlefs  with  re- 
1^  10  dwfi  lAadites*  Wc  bad'Khlieitff  cnterttined  «  hope  of  being  able  to  pro- 
cure, in  the  eoorie  of  oar  jooraey,  a  copy  of  thu  aocient  momuncsk  of  the  Jewilh 

hiftory,  which  the  Iits  Do<?h3r  GedJes  confiJered  as  very  defirablc  to  compare  with 
thofe  already  in  Europe  j  but  tbe  baftjr  manner  in  which  we  tntvelled.  and  the  re- 
p^gneon  Aewa  bf  our  coaJnftiag  oflieifik  CSm  ud  Fm  CMepted,  who  had  Iftdi 
fower  or  inflieiice  in  the  praeinces*  to  enter  into  wof  of  oar  views  that  aright  ap- 
pear to  occafion  d?)ar,  prevented  the  fulfilment  of  thofe  hopes.  It  were  much  to  be 
wilhed*  that  the  reverend  mit&oaariet  would  Co  far  lay  afide  their  antipathy  againft 
opinioas,  not  ezaAly  coinciding  with  th^  owtti  and  enter  iiito  filch  a  correipondence 
widi  tile  Jewi^  as  would  obtain  from  them,  which  they  are  no  doubt  poIfefTed  of,  an 
account  of  the  progrefs  made  by  the  Cliinefe  in  civilization  and  artS|  fince  their  firft 
liittling  la  that  country ,  and  of  other  particalars  noted  down  by  them*  The  circum- 
ftaace  of  tlwir  carrying  with  diem  di^r  code  of  laws,  and'  die  URocy  of  their  ttibc% 
it  a  fufiicient  proof  that  they  uuderftood  a  written  language  which*  dieio  can  he  M 
doubt,  they  would  ufe  the  utmoft  caution  not  to  lofc.  Such  ;m  account  would  be 
snore  authentic  than  the  Chinefe  annals,  the  bed  of  which  abouud  in  hyperbole,  and 
MBtaiufaAaibdiQpdftdiiiiiictaphort  that  it  it  aoealy  matter  to  eitraftlcom  them 
the  fimple  truth.  ilca]|ff««iit%  thecoMipHiibsof  dMtwDhiflorict-wooidft^ 
Mrify  OKh  other. 

"    *  anceftoft 
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anceftors  of  thofe  Jews  that  are  ftill  in  the  country.  This, 
however,  is  not  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  priefts  of  Budha, 
■who,  aceording  to  the  Chinefe  records,  came  by  the  invitation 
t)f  one  of  their  Emperors  from  fome  part  of  India,  near  Tbi> 
<  bet,  about  die  (istieth  jut  of  tfieChiiftiMi  enu  ThefefhricAt 
foceeeded  fo  well  In  introdoclog  the  worOiip  of  Badha,  th«t  k 
conriiraes  to  dits  day  to  be  one  of  the  popular  rdig^ona  of  the 
country ;  and  that  no  traces  of  the  original  name  fliotild  remaiil  j 
48  the  left^furprifing,  as  tliey  could  not  poflihl)'  pronounce  other  I 
the  B  or  the  D  s  befide,  they  make  it  an  inTariable  ruley  aa  1  ha^e  | 
already  obferved,  not  to  adopt  any -foreign  names. 

In  fome  .part  of  the  feventh  century,  a  few  GbtUUans  of  the 
Neftorian  fe^l  pafled  from  India  into  China  where,  for  a  dme^ 
they  weie  tolerated  by  the  gOTemment.  But,  having  moft 
probably  praTumed  upon  its  bidulgeoee,  and  endeavowred  to 
fedoce  the  people  from  the  eftablifhed  reli^ons  of  the  country, 
they  were  eiq>o(ed  to  dreadfiil  perfecutlons,  and  were  at  length 
'  entirely  extirpated,  after  numbetiefi  inftances  of  tliar  fufiering  j 
.  martyrdom  for  the  opinions  they  had  undenalcen  to  propagate 
to  the  **  Qtmoft  comers  of  the  earth.**  When  Gengls-Khan 
invaded  China,  in  the  beginning  of  the  tlurteenth  century,  a 
number  of  Chxiftians  of  the  Greek  church  followed  his  army 
into  this  country;  and  they  met  with  fuch  gitat  encouragement  1 
*  from  the  Tartars,  that  when  Kublai-Khan  fucceeded  to  the  go- 
vernment and  built  tlic  city  ofPekin,  he  gave  them  a  grant 
of  ground  within  the  walls  of  the  city  for  the  purpofe  of  build- 
ing a  church,  in  order  to  retain  in  the  empire  men  of  fo  much 
leanung  and  of  abilities  fo  much  fuperior  to  thole  of  the  * 
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Cliincrc;  who,  however,  on  their  part,  have  affeded,  in  thcit 
Juilory,  to  confidcr  the  Monguls  as  the  greateft  barbarians,  for 
turning  llicir  horfts  into  the  apartments  of  the  palaces,  while 
they  themfelvcs  were  contented  to  pitch  their  tents  in  thecoujti 
or  quadrangular  fpaces  furrounded  by  the  btiildiogt.  Father 
JLe  Compte,  in  hia  memoirs  of  China,  lays,  but  I  know  not  on 
what  authority,  that'  at  the  taldng  of  the  city  of  Nanldn  the 
Taitars  put  all  the  Quneie  women  !fi  fades*  without  regard  to 
age  or  rank,  and  fold  them  to  the  higlieft  bidder;  and  that 
fttch.  as,  in  thus  huying  the  pig  in  the  poke,**  liappen^.  to 
pnrcfaale  an  old,  u^y,  or  defdnned  bargain,  made  no  oenoioQf 
intiuowiog  it  into  the  river.  If  Falher  Le  GtaipCe  was  not 
the  inreotor  of  this,  among  many  other  of  hur  i^lcilhat 
fiories,  it  certainly  tells  aa  little  in  faTOOr  of  Che  Q^iiefe,  wlio 
muft  have  been  the  porchalai,  is  of  the  Tattarti  hot  we  will 
charitably  fuppofc  the  thing  never  happened.  It  Teems,  how- 
ever, that  the  overthrow  of  the  Cbtneie  empire  by  the  Mongol 
Tartars,  was  an  event  not  to  be  regretted  by  the  ontlonitt laigj^ 
By  means  of  the  learned  and  fcientific  men,  who  accompanied 
the  expedition  from  Balk  and  Samarcand,  agronomy  was  inb> 
proved,  their  calendar  was  corre£ted,  inftruments  for  making 
celeilial  ohfervatlons  were  introduced,  and  the  dire£t  commu- 
nication between  tlic  two  extremities  of  the  empire  was  opened, 
by  converting  the  dreams  of  rivers  into  an  artificial  bed,  form- 
ing an  inland  navigatioa,  not  (o  be  paralleled  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world. 

It  was  about  this  period  when  the  celebrated  Venetian  tfa- 
veller  Marco  Polo  vifiied  the  Tartar  Khan,  then  luting  on  the 
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throne  of  China  y  and  who,  on  his  return,  gave  the  firft  a^ 
counts  of  this  extraordinary  enapire  ;  which  appeared  indeed  fo 
wonderful  that  they  were  generally  confidcred  as  his  own  in- 
ventions.   His  relations  of  the  magnificent  and  fplcndid  palaces- 
of  the  Emperor,  of  bis  immenfe  wealth,  of  the  extent  of  hit* 
empire,  and  the  Taft  nmldtndes  of  people,  woe  hdd  to-  be  (b* 
many  fthticatloosi  wad  as,  in  fpeaking  of  thde  fobjeda,  he 
leldom  mftde  nfe  of  e  lower  term  dian  mtlllont,  his  conntry- 
laen  beAowed  upon  him  tfie  epithet  of  S^gmr  Mmw  MUSok^^ 
Mr.  Mark  MiUlon.  Thej  hed  no  hefitatioo,  however^  in  glv^ 
f»g  credit  to  the  only  lMiedlbte-pmt«f  his  lumtive^  where  he. 
lekttseftw  ndrMhs  tfait  were  petfimned,  in  the  coarfe  of  his 
jowrnef  tlttoo|^  ftefie,  by  fimie  Nefloicaii  Chiiftinit.  Toung 
Marco  Is  laid  to  have  accompanied  three  mifioaar!e»  of  the 
.  ^>on^niean  order,  fiznt  from  Venice  to  the  capital  of  CShiha^ 
at  the  exprefs  defire  of  Kublai-Khan  ;  bur,  ^vhetlier  thej  m€tr 
wkh  little  encouragement  in  the  objed  of  their  miflion,  on 
eeeeont  of  being  preceded  by  the  Chriftians  of  the  Gredt 
dmrch,  or  their  zeal  at  that  time  wa«  lefs  ardent  than  in  later 
days,  is  not  ftated  j  but  it  feemg  they  did  not  remain  long  in 
the  Eafl;,  returning  very  ibon  to  their  native  country  much 
-enriched  by  their  travels. 

During  the  contiiwfnce  of  the  Tartar  government,  which 
was  not  quite  a  century,  great  numbers  of  Mahomedans  like- 
wife  found  iheir  way  from  Arabia  to  China.  Thefe  people  had 
long,  indeed,  been  in  the  habit  of  carrying  on  a  commercial 
-kitercourfe  «7hh  the  Choiere;  whidi,  hovrever,  as  at  the  pre- 
ftnt  day,  eatended  no  fimhcr  theft  Ihe  iea-ports  on  the  fouthem 
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codt  Thef  ttiwfiyond  nodiffdiltjia  geidog  ftoedt  to  tilt 
dpital,  wliefe  thc^  raDdend  themlelvei  fuAaahgAf  «fisfiil  in 
«dja(Httg  the  chraiiology  "tff  tbe  na^oo*  vakiog  iIm  aeee£> 
fiiy  Oilcalations  for  the  yearly  calendar*  Hrviog  acquired  the 
language  and  adopted  the  drefs  aad  manners  of  the  people, 
by  degrees  they  turned  their  thoughts  to  the  exleoduig  of  thdr 
religious  principles,  and  bringing  the  whole  country  to  embrace 
the  dodrlne  of  their  great  prophet.  For  this  end,  they  bought 
and  educated  at  their  own  expence  fuch  children  of  poor 
people  as  were  likely  to  be  expofed  in  times  of  famine ;  and 
they  employed  pcrfons  lo  pick  up,  in  the  fireels  of  the  capital, 
any  infants  that  iliouid  be  thrown  out  in  the  courfc  of  the 
night,  and  who  were  not  top  much  weakened  or  otherviriie 
injured  to  be  reco%'cred. 

About  the  middle  of  the  fixteenth  century,  feveral  Roman 
Catbolic  inlflionaries,  of  the  order  of  Jefus,  penetrated  into  the 
Eaft ;  and  the  indefatlp;able  zeal  of  one  of  thefc,  Francis  Xavicr, 
carried  him  as  far  as  San-Sbidtiy  a  imali  iiland  on  the  coaft  of 
China,  where  he  died  in  the  year  1552,  in  confcguence  of  tlie 
uncommon  fatigues  he  had  undergone.    His  brother  mifliona- 
Ties  have  calculated  that  be  travelled,  on  foot,  not  lefs  than  one 
hundred  thottland  Engliih  miles,  a  great  part  «f  which  ^as  over 
nottotaiiu  and  defarta  aad  for^  iipd  hnniMiig  i^ds.  Since 
a  move  eafy  communicatioa  witili  XodU  «ttd  Clhiua  has  beeu 
e&aed  by  the  mvf  u£  tbe  Cape  of  Pood  Jlope,  nvmbers  o^ 
niffioouMS  of      Gidiolic  vetigjion  htnc  itoluoftMscd  their  feri> 
vises  kto  i3wCt  eanntrie»;  imd  jkhwgb  t|k«  iok  ohjeft  of  their 
m0Um  k  .the  propfligste  pf  thie  |Mth,  they  find  it 

3  L  a  neceflary. 


444  .  TRAVELS  IN  CHINA. 

neceflafy,  in  order  to  forward  that  objcd,'  to  make  tliemlelvea 
nftAil  to  the  goverpment;   In  China,  they  are  occafibnaOj  em« 
filoyed  as  aftronomers,  mathematiciant,  mechanics,  and  inter* 
pre  ten.  **  It  muft  have  appeared  a  (ingnlar  rpe£tacle,*'  obfenrea 
Sk  Geor^  Staunton,  **  to  every  daft  of  beholders,  to  fee  men 
*'  afioated  by  motives  difieient  from  diofe  of  molt  human 
,**  afliions,  quitting  for  ever  their  country  and  their  connenons, 
**  to  devote  themfdves  for  life  to  the  porpofes  of  changing 
**  the  tenets  of  a  people  they  had  never  feen  {  and  in  purfuing 
that  obje^  to  run  every  rilk,  fufier  every  perfecution,  and 
facrifice  every  comfort ;  infinuating  themfelves,  by  addrefs, 
"  by  talent,  by  perfeverance^  by  humility,  by  application  to 
Audics  foreign  from  their  original  education,  or  by  the  culti- 
**  vatlon  of  arts  to  which  they  had  not  been  bred,  into  notice 
"  and  proledion  ;  overcoming  the  prejudices  of  being  ftrangers 
"  in  a  country  where  moft  ftrangers  were  prohibited,  and  where 
*'  it  was  a  crime  to  have  abandoned  tbe  tombs  of  their  ancejlorr^ 
"  and  gaining,  at  length,  eftablifhrnents  nccclTary  for  the  pro- 
"  pagation  of  their  faith,  without  turning  their  influence  to  any 
perfonal  advantage.'* 

Moft  of  thofe,  however,  who  were  eflabliihed  in  Pekin,  to 
Ae  fpiritual  confoktion  of  hatving  Taboured  in  the  vinejard  of 
the  gofpel  not  altogether  in  vain  (for  they  do  femctimcs  yeA, 
a  profelyte)  add  the  fnbAantial  fatisfaAion  of  not  having  ne- 
l^eded  their  worldly  coneeina.  fiefides  the  cmotaments  ariiing 
from  dicir  feveral  communities,  they  have  fhops  and  honiea  in 
Accapital,  wUchlhey  lenttoChinelc.  They  have  alio  their 
country  villas  and  eAatet,  wiieic  they  cultivate  the  vine  and 
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Other  fruits,  and  make  their  own  wine.  The  revenues  of  the 
two  Portuguefe  feminaries  are  ftated  to  amount  to  twelve 
thoufand  ounces  of  lilver,  or  four  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 
The  miffion  de  propa:[cnda  fide  is  poor.  The  French  Jefuits 
were  once  rich ;  but  their  property  was  dif&pated  on  the  diiTo* 
lution  of  their  fociety.  The  French  ttuj^ns  etrangeres  drew  on 
their  fuperiorsat  Paris  before  the  revolution,  but  fincc  that  event 
Hre  reduced  to  a  moft  deplorable  fitiiation.  And  it  fcemcd  to 
me,  from  what  I  could  perceive  at  Vuen-mln-yuen,  that  they 
were  not  much  difpofeJ  to  afFill  one  another.  Each  nation 
had  its  feparate  intercft,  and  they  were  not  willing  to  lofe  any 
opportunity  of  calumniating  their  fellow-labourers.  The  French 
and  Italians  were  the  moft  moderate  and  liberal ;  the  Portuguefe 
the  moft  inveterate.  The  mifTionaries  of  this  natio;i  appeared 
to  be  infpired  with  a  jealoufy  and  hatred,  more  than  theological, 
againft  the  reft.  It  is  f:ud  indeed  that  their  rich  poffeflions,  and 
the  high  fituations  they  unworthily  hold  in  the  board  of  mathe- 
matics, render  them  jealous  of  all  other  Europeans ;  and  they 
ufe  every  means  of  excluding  them  from  the  country. 

From  the  frequent  dinfenHons,  indeed ,  among  the  different 
orders,  and  their  perpetual  broils,  originated  the  perfecutions 
which  they  and  their  prolelytes  fuScred  in  China,  The  moft 
violent  of  thefe  difputes  was  carried  on  betwcca  the  Jeluits 
and  the  Dominicans.  The  Jefuits  endeavoured  to  affimilate 
theic  dodrines  and  their  opinions  to  diofe  of  the  Chineic,  at 
leaft  as  far  as  they  coniaendoufly  could  vcntaie  to  do,  in  confor- 
mity to  the  nature  of  their  miffion ;  by  which  means,  together 
in&k,  their  apparently  difinierefted  conduct,  they  foon  colIeAcd 
3  a  numerous 
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a  numeroQS  fet  of  Mowren,  lulf  Ghtiftians  and  half  BigMM. 
tlaluGkny  for  the  caufe  of  Oirifliuiity,  a  diflbrent  feft  of  die 
fame  religion,  bnt  with  priWdplet  more  auftere  and  of  cooHe 
lefs  tolerant  of  others  that  deviated  from  their  own,  fpeedilT* 
followed  the  Jefuits  Into  the  Eaft.  The  Dominicaat,  meeting 
with  fome  of  (he  half-chrinianized  converts,  (bon  gave  theoa 
to  underfland  that  nothing  lefs  than  eternal  damnation  would 
be  the  lot  of  all  fuch  as  did  not  forfakc  their  ancient  fuperfti- 
ttons  and  idolatrous  practices;  and  efpecially  that  of  facri6ciiig 
to  their  deceafed  relations  in  the  Hall  of  Ancedors.  The  Fran> 
ciftans  having  joined  the  Dominicans  they  reprefented  to  the 
Pope  the  abomio^le  praftices  of  the  Jefuits,  who  had  perAiaded 
the  Ciunefe  they  were  come  among  them  for  the  fole  pvrpole  ^of 
•  Teftoring  their  ancient  religion  to  its  original  purity,  as  deli- 

vered by  their  Great  Philofophcr  Confucius.  Tlic  Pope,  upon 
this,  fent  over  a  bull,  interdiding  all  the  mifTionarics  In  China 
from  admitting  any  extraneous  ceremonies  or  idolatrous  wor- 
ihip,  to  be  blended  with  thok  oi  Holy  Cailholtc  Church. 

The  Jefuits,  however,  by  their  lupcrior  talents,  having  made 
themfelvcs  ufcful  at  court,  and  obtained  the  notice  and  protec- 
tion of  Caung-Sbee  the  ruling  monarch,  and  the  grcateft  perhaps 
that  ever  filled  the  throne  of  China,  treated  this  bull  with 
contempt,  and  continued  to  make  converts  in  their  own  way. 
They  even  obtained  from  the  Emperor  a  fum  of  money  and  a 
grant  of  land,  towards  building  a  church  in  Pekin.  And  they 
further  managed  their  affairs  fo  well  as  to  procure,  from  the  fuc-' 
ceeding  Pope,  a  difpcnfation  in  fkvour<^  their  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding to  coavert  the  Chinefe  to  Chriftianity.  Thit  Domini- 
cans 
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cans  and  Francifcans,  piqued  beyond  meafurc  at  the  Tuccefs  of 
the  Jefuits,  reprefented  them  to  the  Pope,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
as  the  greateft  enemies  to  the  Chriftian  faith.  The  Jefuits,  in 
their  turn,  tranfmitted  to  Rome  a  manifefto,  fip:ned  by  the  Em- 
peror himfelf,  altcfting  that  tlie  ceremonies  ol  horn  igc  to  the 
dead,  retained  by  the  Chincfc  Chriflians,  were  not  of  a  rt;ligious 
but  a  civil  nature,  agreeable  to  the  long  eftabliflicd  laws  of  the 
empire,  which  could  no%  on  any  conHdcration,  be  dlfpcnlcd 
with.  In  (hort,  their  difputcs  and  quarrels  ran  fo  high^. 
and  proceeded  to  fuch  lengths ;  and  Bulls  and  Embaflfadors 
were  fent  from  Rome,  with  luch  imperious  and  threatening 
commands  for  the  Chinefe  Chriftians  to  defift  from  all  ceremo- 
nies that  were  not  warranted  by  the  catholic  church,  that  the 
Emperor  beg^  to  think  it  was  high  time  to  ittteq)cfe  hit  audio* 
rity,  and  to  ioterdift  the  (%rilKan  reltg^  from  bdog  fweadied 
at  all  In  hia  dominioiit.  Aod'  his  fon  and  fucceflbr  Tu^g  cbitt 
commenced  Ma  rdgn  with  violent  perfecuiions  aguoft  tht  tmP 
fionaries.  He  ordcfed  many  of  them  itnmediately  out  of  the 
•mpire  y  othert  wm  thrown  iato  prifon    where  they  lingered 

Ottt 

•  111  the  year  17851  Kicn  Long  liberated,  by  a  public  edi^,  twelve  miflGonarJes 
•ut  of  priibo,  who.  being  dctofied  in  |>rivatel]r  {ieduciiig  the  Ciiiocre  from  tiie  reli- 
fiim  sad  euftoait  of  the  flonatrjr,  bad  beencoadeaiiiad  ti»"ti«rpetiial  inpriftiuncat. 
This  cd'\^,  of  which  I  procured  a  copy  in  Pekin,  doa  great  honour  to  the  humuiic 
■ad  beocvolcot  mind  of  the  Emperor.  After  dating  their  crime,  .appreheufipn^ 
and  trial,  Iie«faferTea».**  Had  they  made  knoira  tlieir  arrital  to  the  oikers-  of 
**  govcmmcnr,  they  might  Jiave  proceeded  to  the  capital  and  found  protection. 
^  But  as  tranTgreffors  of  the  law,  which  forbid«  the  CBtroace  of  flrangeri,  they  h:ivc 
*  fiolen  iqto  the  country,  aad  fecretly  endeavoured  to  a»ultiply  converts  to  their 
<*  awf  ef  tbiaklag*  it  became  my  duty  to  oppole  a  condud  ib  dcceiiCnl*  and  to  put 
**  a  flop  to  t!ic  proppefs  of  feduftion,  Juflly  a?  they  were  found  to  defcrvc  the 
**  pmulhmeat  to  which  they  have  been  condemned,  touched,  severthelcfs,  with 

**  compaflltia 
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out  a  iniferable  life;  and  fome  were  put  to  death  by  the  bow- 
ftriog*  Thofe  few,  who  were  found  ncccffary  to  aifift  ia  the 
aftronomica!  part  of  ihe  cakndar,  he  allowed  to  remain  in  the 
capital. 

Notwhhflanding  the  pcrfccutionslhatjln  every  reign,  have  been 
violently  carrittl  rjii  nj.:;iiri(^  them  by  the  officers  of  government 
in  t!ic  fevtral  provinces,  numbers  (4"  new  niiflionarlcs  have  con- 
tinued, frrm  time  to  time,  to  rteal  into  the  countrv.  At  Macao 
we  found  two  young  millionaries,  who  had  been  waiting  there 
a  long  time,  in  vain,  for  an  opportunity  of  getting  privately 
into  the  country.  They  accufed  the  Portuguefe  of  throwing 
evciy  obftacle  in  their  way,  while  pretending  to  afford  them 
afhftance ;  but,  on  application  to  the  Britifh  Embaffaclor,  he 
found  no  dilhculty  in  procuring  them  leave  to  j  roeeed  to  the 
capital ;  and  as  one  of  thcle  gentlemen  had  been  a  pupil  of  the 
celebrated  La  Lande,  his  fervices  may  probably  fuperfede  thofe 
of  the  right  reverend  bifiiop  who  at  prefent  dlredls  the  agro- 
nomical part  of  the  important  national  almanack. 

From  the  (hort  view  that  has  here  been  taken  of  the  diffe- 
rent people  who,  at  various  limes,  have  gained  aUmiiTion  into 
China,  and  fome  of  them  for  no  other  purpoie  than  thai  of 


**  flompafianfbriliririmpradence.itwasnociriAevtbjaiyiomffiwBiigslbatl 

ficd  the  fenrence.  But  rccolle^llng  afterwards  that  they  were  ftrangers— ftrangt?^ 
**  perhaps  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  mj  empire,  mj  compaffioa  increafed  for  themt 
M  iNHunitjr  Mbn  on  accoont  th^  loag  confineiiMat.  I  iril^  thenfat* 
•*  ■adcomnuiidtbattliefemlfcifaagcnbefttatlibmy.*' 
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diflemiiuttng  their  religious  tenets,  it.  may  be  concluded,  that 
the  primitive  worihip  of  tlie  country  ha^  experienced  many 
changes  and  innovations,  efpecially  fiace  the  mafs  of  the  people, 
from  the  nature  of  the  language,  the  maxims  <^  the  govern* 
ment,  and  other  circumftances,  have  always  been  kept  in  a  ftate 
of  profound  ignorance.  Jews,  Chriftians,  Indians,  and  Ma> 
homedans,  have  feveralty  met  with  encour^mmit.  The  Jefuitt 
had  but  one  obftade  to  overcome,  the  law  that  cfireded  oflfer* 
ings  to  be  made  to  deceafed  relations,  and  by  giving  way  to 
this,  which  they  were  inclined  to  do  had  they  not  been 
thwarted  by  the  more  rigorous  Dominicans,  they  might  have 
converted  the  whole  nation  and  Chriftiantcy  would  have.be« 
come,  in  all  probability,  the  prevailing  religion,  inftead  of  that 
introduced  from  India.  The  paraphernalia  and  almoft  all  the 
mummeries  of  the  Romi(h  church,  the  bells,  the  beads,  the 
altars,  the  images,  the  candles,  the  dre(s,  and  the  fandimo- 
niotts  deportment  of  the  prieds  in  the  hours  of  devotion,  their 
chaunting  and  their  incenfe,  were  already  made  familiar  to  the 
people  in  every  temple  of  Fo»  But,  as  Lord  Macartney  has 
obferved,  "  the  prohibition  or  reftridion  of  fenfual  gratinca-« 

tions  in  a  defpotic  country,  where  there  are  fo  few  others,  is 
"  difficult  to  be  relifhed.  ConfefTion  is  repugnant  to  the  dofe 
"  and  fufpicious  character  of  the  nation,  and  penance  would 
**  but  aggravate  the  miiery  of  him  whofe  inheritance  is  his 
"  labour,  and  poverty  his  punifhment.  Againft  it  alfo  is  the 
"  ftate  of  fociety  in  China,  which  excludes- women  from  their 
**  proper-ihare  of  influence  and  importance.   A  religion  which 

requires  tluit  v^-omcn  fliould  at  ftated  times  communicate  to 
**  priefts,  in  private,  their  thoughts  and  afUons,  muft  be  parti^ 
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*•  cularly  difgulliag  to  a  Chinclc  Inifband,  who  Ii.ici  not  hlin- 
"  fclf  been  fuffcrcJ  to  Tec  his  wife  til!  the  day  of  his  marriage  ; 
"  and  who  but  fcKlom  allows  her  afterwards  to  fee  even  her 
"  near  relations  of  another  fex.  A  religion  like  thac  of  Ma- 
•*  hornet  can  only  be  extended  by  violence  and  terror ;  for  the 
"  natural  (lubbornnefs  of  men  does  not  readily  give  way  to 
"  novel  iinprclTions ;  but  the  mild  fpirit  of  the  gofpcl  is  alone 
"  to  be  infiikd  through  tlic  means  of  gentlenefs,  perfuafion, 
"  and  imperceptible  perfcverancc.  Thefe  are  the  prc^pcr  inftrii* 
"  ments  of  converfion,  and  peculiarly  belong  to  the  fair  fcx, 
"  whofe  eloquence,  on  fuch  occafions,  gives  charms  to  devo- 
"  tion  and  ornaments  to  truth.  The  earliefl  ilages  of  Chrif- 
"  tianity  received  no  fmall  fupport  from  female  agency  and 
**  example;  and  for  what  (hew  of  religion  ftill  appears  In  ry.vr 
"  churches,  we  arc  furely  not  a  little  indchred  to  the  piety  and 
"  attendance  of  women."  Nothing,  in  facl,  more  tended  to 
alarm  the  Chinefe  than  the  imprudent  pracliee  of  the  RomiHi 
miilionaries  of  feducing  the  Chincle  women  to  their  churches 
whom,  as  they  avow  in  their  correfpondence,  they  fometinics 
coaxed  out  of  their  jewels  and  money  ;  adding,  by  way  of  juHU 
ficauoQ,  that  it  WM  to  promote  tlie  fervice  of  God«  • 

The  primitive  religion  of  China  or,  at  leaft,  thnfe  opinions, 
rites,  and  ceremonies  that  prevailed  in  the  time  of  Confucius, 
(and  before  that  period  all  feems  to  he  fable  and  uncertainty) 
may  be  pretty  nearly  afcertained  from  the  writings  that  are 
afcribed  to  that  philofopher.  He  maintains  in  his  phyfics, 
that  "  out  of  nothing  there  cannot  poiTibly  be  produced  any 

thing; — that  material  bodies  muft  have  exiiled  firom  all  eter- 

"  nityj 
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*  nity ; — that  xHitcaufe  (/«,  rea/on)  or  principle  of  things,  mud 
•*  have  had  a  co-exiftence  with  the  things  thcmfclvcs  ; — that, 
*'  therefore,  this  caufe  is  alio  eternal,  infinite,  indeftrii(ftlble, 
*'  without  limits,  omnipotent  and  omniprclcnt ; — that  the  ccn- 
**  tral  point  of  influence  '  Jlrcnvtb)  from  whence  this  caufc  pria- 
**  cipally  a*fls,  is  the  blue  firmament  from  whence  its 

*'  emanntions  fprcad  over  the  whole  univerle ; — that  it  is, 
"  therctore,  the  ruprcmc  duty  of  the  ]irincc,  in  the  name  of 
"  his  fubjcds,  to  prelent  offerings  to  iiC7i^  and  particularly  at  the 
**  equinoxes,  the  one  for  obtaining  a  propitious  feed-time,  aad 
**  the  other  a  plcalifui  harveft.** 

T!  efe  oflcrings  to  the  Deity,  it  may  be  obfervcd,  were  al- 
ways placed  on  a  lapjie  (lone,  or  heap  of  iloaes,  erefted  on  the 
lummit  of  a  high  mountain,  on  the  fuppoiltlon,  probably,  that 
their  influence  would  be  fomuch  the  greater,  in  proportion  as 
they  lliould  approach  the  feat  and  fountain  of  creative  power; 
like  the  ancient  Pcrfians  wlio,  according  to  Hcrodoius,  confider- 
ed  the  whole  circle  of  the  Heavens  to  be  the  great  ruling  power 
of  the  univerfe,  to  which  they  alfo  facrificed  on  high  moun- 
tains. Thus  Tacitus,  in  fpeaking  of  the  praftice  of  worlhip- 
ing  the  gods  on  high  mountains,  obfervcs,  that  the  nearer  mor- 
tals can  approach  the  heavens,  the  more  diftindly  will  their 
prayers  be  heard ;  and  on  the  fame  principle,  Seneca  fays,  that 
the  people  always  drove  fqp  the  (eat  oMt  tO^the  image  of  ibc 
deity  in  the  temples,  that  their  praycn  might  he  the  better 
heard.  Thus  alfo  Noah,  after  qukdng  the  ark,  buik  an  altar 
on  the  moantain  ^ere  it  reded,  and  made  a  bumt-ofleriiig^' 
whofe  fmoke  adcending  to  heaven  was  pletfing  to  the  Loi^ 
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And  Abraham  was  commanded  to  offer  his  only  Ton  Itaac  on  a 
mountain  in  the  land  of  Moria  ;  and  Balak  carried  Balaam  to 
the  top  of  Mount  PIfgah  to  oiYcr  a  facrifice  there,  and  to  curfe 
Krael.  Thus,  indeed,  all  nations  in  their  infancy  adopted  the 
QAtural  idea  of  payiug  adoration  to  Heaven  from  high  pkces. 

The  large  ftones,  or  the  heaps  of  ftones,  that  have  been  ap- 
propriated for  religious  ufes  at  different  times,  in  almofl;  every 
part  of  the  world,  might  have  been  introduced,  as  Lord  Rames 
fuppofes,  from  the  cuftom  among  favage  nations  to  mark  with 
a  great  (lone  the  place  where  their  woithies  were  interred  that 
fuch  woftbies  being  at  length  deified,  in  the  fuperftidoitt  mv 
tiontof  their  vecarie?,  tlie  ftonei  that  were  dedicated  to  tbeir 
memory  became  eflential  In  every  ad  of  religiout  worfliip  per- 
formed  honour  of  th«iraew  ddtiek  Tbe  very  particular 
homage,  that  £v  time  immemoriat  hai  been  paid  to  the  me* 
moiy  cf  the  dead  by  the  CUncl^  venders  the  abonte  cxplan** 
tion  extremely  prolnble  as  to  the  origin  of  their  altar  of  four  ' 
flonet  winch  in  tbdc  language  art  called  Tmtf  and  which  in 
ftnner  times  were  cieAed  on  aaeft  of  tbdr  high  mountaina ; 
and  it  is  fiogular  eooog^  that,  at  the  prefent  day,,  the  tan 
ihould  be  represented,  upon  many  of  the  akars  eseded  in  their 
temples,  by  four  looie  ftones  placed  oa  tlie  four  comers  of  the 
altar,  as  the  hems  were  in  the  corners  of  the  Jewifh  altars% 
When 'population. iaczeafed»  and  t^  people  were  fpread  wide, 
ever  the  empire,  the  inconvenience  of  afcending  any  partL- 
cular  mountain  muft  neceffarily  be  felt,  and  the  tan  was  thea 
transferred  to  places  that  were  better  fuited  for  general  ac- 
commodatioQ*    The  iiune  idea  indeed.  i&  iUU  retained  in  our 
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churches,  the  altar  and  high  place  being  fynonimous  \vords.  In 
the  city  of  Pekin,  which  ftands  on  a  fandy  plain,  xhe.  t'lcn-tafr^ 
or  altar  ot  Heaven  J  xhc  ttc-Lm  or  alrar  of  earth;  a[id  thcyJcw- 
nong-tan  or  altar  of  ancient  agricukurifts,  are  ereclcJ  u]K)n  arti- 
ficial mounts  within  the  walls  of  the  palace;  and  here  the  £m< 
I)erar.condiiae»»  to  this  day,  to  facrifice  at  appointed  times* 
exclufively^  Mthe  fon  of  Heaven,  and  the  only  being  on  earth 
worthy  to  intercede  for  his  people.  The  fame  do£kriae  pre- 
vailed in  the  time  of  Gonfttciot,  who  bbferveSr  that  die  diflance 
between  the  all-creative  power,  or  eaoie  of  all  things,  and  the 
people  is  fo  immeafurably  great,  that  the  king  or  ruler,  as  high 
prieft,  can  alone  KMtx  fuch  a  (acrifice  \  and  that  diis  power  it 
heft  ladsfied  when  man  performs  the  moral  duties  of  life  \  the 
principal  of  which  he  makes  toconiift  in  filial  piety,and  unliouted 
obedience  to  the  will  of  the  prince. 

His  religious  notions  and  morals  do  bun  great  credit^  but 
hit  metaphyilcs  are  ib  oblcure  as  not  to  be  intelli^ble  which> 
however,  may  partly  be  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  lauguagCr 
In  his. writings  appears  a  ftrong  predile^on  fdir  a  kind  of  for- 
tune>telling,  cnrprediding  events  by  the  myftical  fines  oiFo-Jbee, 
By  the  help  of  thete  lines,  and  the  prevailing  element  at  the 
commencement  of  the  reign  of  a  pnacci  he  pretended  to  fbre- 
tel  the  events  that  would,  take  place  and  the  length  of  its  coiu 
ttnuance ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  was  cautious  enough  tO' 
wrap  them  up  in  fuch  ambiguous  and  myfterious  expreffiont 
that,  likemoft  prophecies  of  the  kind,  they  m^ht  admit  of  a 
variety  of  interpretations.  Thb  numner  of  expounding  the 
fines  of  Fo-Jhee  by  Confucius,  the  fi^poied  fyftem  of  binar]^ 
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arithmetic  hv  Leibnitz,  laid  the  foundation  of  confulting  future 
dediny,  at  this  day  univerially  fought  after  by  the  Chiaeie 

Prededinatlon  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  nations,  has  formed  one itf 
the  leading  features  of  religion ;  and,  in  confideration  per- 
haps of  popular  opinion,  has  been  foiftcd  into  the  articles  of  the 
Chriflian  faith,  though  unwarranted  by  any  paflage  in  the  holy 
fcriptures.  It  is  a  dodlrine  little  calculated  for  the  promotion  of 
good  morals,  ant!  (Vi!l  Icfs  fo  for  conveying  fpirltual  confolation. 
The  Chincfc,  however,  confine  the  inHuenccof  lots  to  the  events 
of  this  life.  It  would  perhaps  be  doing  injuflicc  to  the  under- 
ftanding  of  Confucius  to  fuppofe,  that  he  really  believed  in  the 
dodtrine  of  fatality.  Being  prime  minifter  of  one  of  the  kings 
of  China,  it  was  neceffary  for  him  to  a^  the  politician  as 

*  The  goTfirnment  even  gnntt  licences  ta  certain  perionsi  andertbe  abuled  name 

of  aSlQIIoaiCn*  who  prctcuJ  <.i>  predial  cveatt*  aod  Caftontevil  fpirits  by  a  charm, 
confifting  of  fomc  clixruficr  wi  iitcn  bj-  them,  according  to  the  fuppcfcJ  prcv,ii!inj; 
planet.  The  national  almaoack,  not  led  minute  in  Ks  prcdidiant  than  Utofe  of 
Fxaocklioore  wViMent  Wing,  or  even  Partridge,  pobts  out  the  changes  of  tfan 

vender  ID CWy montllt  'nith  the  ludy  and  unlucky  days  for  undcriaking  molt  of 
the  important  concerns  of  life.  And  that  the  f.illacy  of  thefe  is  not  detciflcd,  may 
aflEbrd  left  matter  for  furprizc,  on  recollection  that,  in  the  wife  and  enlightened  couo* 
trial  of  Europe^  and  asMmg  Tcry  intelligeat  people,  the  ftate  of  the  WMthtr  !•  pre* 
tended  to  be  predided  by  tlie  phafesof  the  mooni  that  ts  to  lay,  they  wilt  prngnofti- 
cate  a  change  of  weather  to  h.ippcn  .it  the  new  moon,  or  t!ic  firll  i^nartcr,  nr  the  full, 
or  the  laft  (^uiirter,  or,  at  ail  events,  three  di*j%  before,  or  three  dayt  after  one  or 
'  Other  of  tWa  periods »  lb  that  the  predidor  hat,  at  the  leall,  eight-and-nrcntf  day* 
ontofa  lunar  rerolutioa,  in  favotir  of  his  prcdiAion  being  right,  and  the  whole 
lonatlon  Is  only  twenty-nine  and  a  half  He  has  ahl'  another  great  ailvaiit.igc  :  the 
accidental  coincidence  of  one  fuigle  prophecy  with  the  event.  dUblillics  hi»  faaie 
iv«rar,  vkiJIbUbhindcnaicdiherowlooked,  crceafideKdonlyatthQfeof  the 
ferfi%iiid  fttt  the  defeft  of  the  Ibknce, 

well 


« 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA.  455 

well  as  the  philofopher ;  and  he  could  not  fsul  to  know,  that 
the  fuperAitions  of  the  people  were  among  the  bed  fupports  of 
the  government.  He  might  have  been  aware  of  the  foUy  and 
abfurdlty  of  fuch  a  dodrine,  and  yet  found  it  prudent  to  en- 
force the  obfenrance  of  it;  juft  aa  the  Greeks  thought  proper 
to  continue  their  Lats,  Thefe*  ioftead  of  fticks,  as  tt(ed  by  the 
CSiineie,  were  three  ftones  th;\t,  according  to  fome,  were  firft 
d^vered  and  prefented  to  Pallas  by  the  nymphs,  the  daughters 
of  Jupiter,  who  rejected  an  offering  that  rather  belonged  ta 
Apollo,  and  threw  them  away  ; — an  excellent  moral,  obferves 
Doctor  Tytlcr,  the  learned  tranflator  of  the  hymns  and  epi* 
grnm<i  of  Callimachus,  fhcwing  that  thofe  perfons  who  aie 
guided  by  Pallas,  or  Wifdoro,  will  improve  the  prefent  time, 
without  beiog  too  anxious  to  pry  into  futurity.  The  Greek 
poc*,  however,  like  the  Chlncfe  philofopher,  afcrlbed  to  the 
poiTeiTor  of  the  Lots,  the  talent  of  reading  future  deiUny* 

Bf  htm  die  fore  evenrs  of  Lot*  are  given ) 
<*  By  him  the  prophet  fp«ab  the  will  of  Heftm.*^  TVrttt. 

The  Romans  had  alio  their  lots  to  determine  future  erenti, 
which  were  a  kind  of  wooden  dice,  and  thcur  priefts  exaouned 
the  marks  and  interpreted  the  fignification  of  the  throw.  And 
the  ancient  Germans,  according  to  Tacit1i^  made  u&  of  little 
fticks,  notched  at  the  ends  which,  like  the  Chinefe,  they 
threw  three  times  in  cafe  they  did  not  approve  of  thi  firft 
throw.  Herodotus  traces  the  cnftom  of  predi&ing  future 
events  to  the  andent  Egyptians j  and  feems  to  think  the  Greeks 
had  it  from  thenu  But  is  not  the  defire  of  prying  into  futu- 
rity 
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rlty  to  be  afcribcd  raiher  to  a  weaknefs  in  human  nature,  than 
as  a  cuRom  borrowed  by  one  nation  from  another  ?  Are  we  en- 
tirely free  from  it  in  modern  Europe  ?  However  humiliating  the 
rcfiedion  may  be,  yet  it  is  certainly  true,  that  men  of  the 
ftronp;eft  minds  and  foundeft  judgments  have  fometimes,  to- 
wards tlic  clofe  of  an  vifeful  life,  devoted  their  time  to  the  cx- 
pofition  of  old  prophecies  without  meaning,  or  applicable  only 
to  events  that  were  already  in  train  to  be  accomplilhed  when 
the  predidion  was  made.  Among  many  others,  the  great 
Napier^  the  inventor  of  U  garithms,  might  be  produced  as  an 
iuftance  of  this  re  mark.  From  the  Apocalypfe  of  Saint  Jobn 
he  prediftcd  the  day  of  judgment  ;  but  his  calculations  in  thib 
inftance  not  being  founded  on  data  equally  folid  with  thol'c  on 
which  he  conftruQcd  his  tables,  he  unfortunately  furvivcd  the 
day  he  had  named  to  blufli  at  his  own  weaknefs. 

Other  parts  of  the  dodrine  ofGonfadus  were  wd!  calculated 
to  keep  alive  the  foperftitious  notioas  that  ftill  prevail  among- 
the  muldtade^  He  taught  them  to  betieve  that  the  human 
body  was  compofed  of  two  principles,  the  ooe  light,  invifible, 
and  alcending;  the  other  grofs,  palpable,  and  defcending;  that 
the  feparatiODof  thele  two  principles  caufe  the  deadi  of  man; 
that  at  this  awful  period  the  light  and  fpiritual  part  of  the  hu- 
man body  afcendt  into  the  ui^  whilft  the  grofs  and  corporeal 
matter  (inhs  Jnto  the  earth.  The  word  deaib^  in  never 
enters  into  the  philofophy  of  Confucius ;  nor,  indeed,  on 
common  occafions  is  it  employed  by  the  Chinefe  at  the  prefent 
'day.  }Vhen  a  perfon  departs  this  life,  the  common  expreffion 

beitai  retimed  to  his  finiify.   And  although  the  body  re- 
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(blves  ttfelf  in  the  couife  of  time  into  its  primitive  dements,  wd 
'  l»ecomes  a  part  of  the  univerfe ;  yet,  he  conteoded,  the  fpirits 
of  liich  as  had  performed  their  duty  in  life  were  permitted  to 
TtGt  their  ancient  habitations,  or  fuch  places  as  might  be  ap* 
pointed  for  receiving  the  homage  of  their  defcendants,  on 
whom  they  had  the  power  of  conferring  benefa&tons.  On  tlus 
.ground  it  became  the  indifpeniable  duty  of  every  good  man  to 
obferve  a  ftriA  obedience  of  the  performance  facred  rites  in 
the  tempte  confecrated  to  the  memory  of  anceftors.  He  main- 
tained that  all  fuch  as  neglcded  this  great  branch  of  moral  duty 
would  be  puniflied  for  their  neglcd,  after  death,  by  their  fpirit- 
nal  part  being  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  vlfulng  the  hall  of 
anceftors  ;  and,  confcqucntly,  of  the  plcafure  arifing  from  the 
homage  heftowed  by  their  defcendants.  Such  a  fyftem  could 
not  fail  to  edablifh  a  belief  in  good  and  evil  genii,  and  of  tate> 
.  lar  fpirits  prefiding  over  families,  towns,  cities,  boufes,  moun- 
tains, and  other  particul.ir  places.  It  afterwards  required  no 
.  •'-rear  rtretch  of  the  ima  rirnf'.on  to  give  tO  thefe  "  airy  nothings 
"  a  local  habiution  and  a  name.** 

It  does  not  appcnr,  however,  that  either  Confucius  or  any 
of  his  difciplcs  attached  the  Icaft  idea  of  a  perfonal  being  to  the 
deity ;  nor  docs  it  feem  ever  to  have  entered  into  their  minds 
to  reprefcnt  great  Jirjl  caufe  under  any  image  or  perfoiuficap 
tion.  They  conlldercd  the  fun,  moon,  ftars  and  the  elements, 
with  tlie  a/.ure  firmament,  as  the  creative  and  produftive  powers, 
the  immediate  agents  oi"  the  Deity  and  infeparably  conncfted 
with  him,  and  they  offered  adoration  to  thefc  agents,  united  in 
one  word  Ticn  (Heaven).    It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  after  what 
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has  already  been  obferved  in  the  fixth  chapter,  that  I  Hiould 
lay  any  ftrefs  on  the  Itmilarity  of  words  in  different  languages, 
or  on  the  analogy  of  their  fignification,  in  order  to  prove  a  com- 
mon origin  ;  hut  If  the  conjedure  of  the  learned  Bos  be  right, 
that  Qict  may  be  derived  from  e«<jv  to  move  forward,  in  allu- 
fion  to  the  motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies  which  the  ancient 
Greeks,  as  well  as  the  Perfians,  worfliippcd,  tiett  certainly  comes 
very  near  the  Greek  both  in  lound  and  fignification  ;  nearer  it 
could  not  come  in  found,  as  the  Chinefe  by  no  effort  could  pro- 
nounce the  0 The  word  //V«  not  onlv  iignifies  beavetiy  but 
a  revolution  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  is  in  cnnviion  nfc  both 
in  writing  and  converiatton  for  day^  as  jr^,  ul^Jan  Ucn^  one,  two, 
three  days. 

The  Confucionifts,  like  the  Stoics,  fcctn  to  have  confiderec] 

the  whole  univerfe  as  one  animated  fyftcm,  made  up  of  one 
material  fubilance  and  one  fpirit,  of  which  every  living  thing 
was  an  emanation,  and  to  which,  when  feparated  by  death  from 
the  material  part  it  had  anitnatc<1,  every  living  thing  again  re». 
turned.  In  a  word,  their  concc[Hions  of  the  Deity  might  be  funi- 
med  up  in  thofe  two  beautiful  and  expreffive  lints  of  Pope, 

**  All  an  bat  puts  of  on*  ftupeodons  wliok» 
*<  WboftbodjaitareM,  and  God  the  fool.** 

But  that  which  is  moft  fnrprizlng  is,  that  the  enthufiaftic  foU 
kmov  of  Gonfbdus  have  nerer  ereded  any  ftatne  to  his  me- 
mory, nor  paid  him '  divine  honours  as  erroneoufly  has  bees 
faippo'Stiu   In  every  city  is  a  puUic  building,  a  land  of  college, 

wherein 
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vrhercin  examinations  are  held  for  degrees  of  office,  and  this 
buildini>  is  called  the  houfe  of  Confucius.  Here,  on  certain 
appoiiiteJ  days,  the  men  of  letters  alTemblc  to  pay  rcfpcdl  to 
the  memory  of  their  eftecmed  philofopher.  In  the  great  hall 
appropriated  for  this  ceremony  a  plain  tablet  is  ercdcd,  oa 
which  is  painted  an  infcription,  in  gilt  characters,  to  this  elfcd  : 
*'  O  Cuug-frjo-tfL\  our  revered  marter,  let  thy  fpiritual  part 
**  defcend  and  be  plcafed  with  this  our  refpe(£i  which  we  now 
"  humbly  offer  to  thee  !"  Fruit  and  wine,  flowers,  perfumes 
and  other  articles  arc  then  placed  betore  the  tablet,  during 
which  are  alio  burning  varioua  kinds  of  fcented  gums,  frankin- 
cenfe,  tapers  of  fandal  wood  and  gilt  paper.  This  ceremony, 
which  in  every  rcfpefl  is  the  fame  to  that  which  he  taught  as 
an  obl'ervance  towards  the  manes  of  departed  relations,  they  arc 
pcrfuadcd  is  agreeable  to  the  invifible  fpirits  of  thofe  to  whom 
it  is  offered,  who  delight  in  hovering  over  the  grateful  odour  of 
flowers,  of  fruit,  and  the  fmoke  of  incenle.  Thus,  in  like  man- 
ner, did  the  Romans  on  their  birth-days  offer  ilowcrs  and 
fruit  and  wine,  and  bum  incenfe  to  iaviiible  ipirits,  whom 
they  called  the  ^emi^ 

■ 

**  Fnacte  merum  gcnio." 
"  FiUagiafitoGcoius.'*  . 

But  the  piiefts,  who,  in  all  ages  and  in  moft  nar'on^  have 
been  crafty  enough  to  turn  to  their  own  account  the  credulity 
and  fuperflitions  of  the  people,  having  once  eflablilhed  aa  a 
religious  duty  the  offering  of  fwcct-fmelling  herbs  and  other 
perfumes,  found  little  difficulty  in  perfuading  the  multitude, 
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thatthc  tutelar  finrits  could  cat  as  wcT  us  fmcll,  and  that  facrinces 
and  meat-offerings  would  he  acccjnablc  to  the  gods.  'J'hc  prieds 
of  China  loft  no  time  in  introducing  facrifices,  even  of  living 
creatures,  and  offerings  of  corn  and  rice  and  wine  and  pre- 
cious metals  upon  their  altars,  not  however  to  that  extent 
which  was  pradlifed  in  the  temples  of  Greece  and  Rome,  whofc 
gods  were  the  mod  mercenary  of  all  nations,  heing  larely  in- 
duced to  grant  a  favour  wkhout  a  fee.  Nor  in  modern  days 
have  the  monks  and  priefls  of  the  Catholic  faith  been  backward  in 
this  refpeil  particularly  in  fandioning  thcdodrine  of  compojttton 
for Jinsy  for  the  abfolution  of  which  the  rate  was  not  even  Hxed 
in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  ;  and  what  is  ftill  more  aftonifli- 
ing,  this  impious  pradice  of  bargaining  with  the  Almighty  has 
fttmved  the  dark  ages,  and  exifb  to  a  cataw  degree  at  thia 
moment. 

» 

The  monl  and  id^ioM  of^omof  Gonfadtts  were,  in  fad, 
foo  fiiblime  and  too  mettphyfical  to  preTerre  their  purity  among 
a  people  lb  unprepared,  as  his  eountrymen  were,  to  receiTC  and  • 
dieriflk  them.  The  attendon  of  the  muhitude  would  feeoi,  in-  • 
decdy  in  all  nadona  to  reqnite  bang  fixed  on  fomething  groft  ' 
and  material.  How  difficult  wu  it  for  the  prieft  and  the  leader  ' 
cf  the  Jewt,  to  reftxatn  dkeir  people  from  pradicea  of  idolatr7. 
In  the  Ihoitabftnoe  efcn  of  Molet  on  Mount  Sioai,  they  made 
for  tbemielTes  a  molten  calf  of  gold  as  an  objeft  of  divine  wor- 
ftip,  in  imitation,  probably,  tsU  what  they  had  belield  m  .the 
lemplea  of  Egypt.   The  invifible  god  made  little  impreffion 
on  thdr  grofs  and  imtutored  underftandings.    Nor  was  Numa 
4Mre  fiioccftfttl  than  Mdes  or  Confudus»  in  his  attempt  to  efta> 
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blUh  among  the  people  the  worihip  of  an  ideal  or  mental  ob- 
jetft  of  adoration.  Thus  alfo  it  happened  with  the  Chinefe. 
The  fttbtime  conceptions  of  their  great  philofopher,  too  refined 
indeed  for  untutored  human  nature,  they  could  not  compre- 
hend.  They  required  fome  Tifible  obje£fc  on  which  they 
might  fix  their  attention.  It  was  not  enough  merely  to  iffl»> 
gine  that  the  fpirtts  of  men,  who  had  done  their  duty  in  this 
life,  were  permitted  to  haunt  the  places  where  their  bodies  were 
interred,  or  where  their  funriving  friends  fliould  aOemble  to 
do  them  honour :  it  was  neoeflary  to  give  them  a  form  and  fiib- 
ftanee.  In  the  fiune  manner  was  the  purity  of  the  Ghiiftian  re- 
ligion contaminated  by  the  multinide  of  imag^  that  were  in* 
Tented  in  the  monkilh  ages,  when  every  city,  town,  andchurcb, 
and  even  individuals,  provided  they  couM  pay  for' them,  had 
their  patticuhur  patron,  or  tucebr  faint 

Like  the  temples  of  Confucius,  thofe  of  the  ancient  Egyp- 
tians are  foppofed  to  have  been  endrdy  firee  from  ftatues  $  and 
Herodotus  feems  to  be  of  opinion,  that  Hefiod  and  Homer 
were  the  firft  who  introduced  the  genealogy  of  the  gods  among 
the  Greeln  $  impded  names  upon  euh,  afiigned  their  func- 
tions and  their  honours,  and  clothed  them  in  their  feveral 
forms.  And  we  learn  from  Kiius  Italicus,  that  the  ancient 
temple  of  Hercules  at  Gades  had  no  vifible  type  of  the  Deity.  • 

<*  8cd  aaUft  cfigkt*  fimulBcrave  aou  deonm* 
•*  Majclbtt  locDiDf  cc  laoo  implevcre  tiinoi«>** 

"  N:5  ftatues  of  the  gods  appf  ir  within, 

<•  Nor  images  }  but  rev'rend  horror  round, 

M  i^idglooin  flM^eftiegBMNl  the  Acred  gtmad.'* 

TrnnU  MS. 
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The  mifTionaries  in  their  writings  have  endeavoured  to  imprcfs 
the  world  with  an  idea  that  the  Chinefc,  and  particularly  thcCon- 
fiicionlfts,  arc  athcifls;  that  they  difbelieve  in  a  future  ftate  of 
exiftencc  ;  and  that  they  are  the  viditns  of  a  fcnfelefs  fuperfti- 
tion.  Nothing  can  be  more  unjufl  than  fuch  an  accufation. 
Could  Ciii/ng  P^cehc  an  atheift,  when  he  infcrihcd  with  his  own 
hands  the  Jciuit  church  in  Pekin, 

**  To  the  only  true  principle  of  all  things,*'  &c. 

And  can  a  people  be  judly  accnfed  of  a  disbelief  in  a  ftatc  of 
future  exigence,  wlien  the  whole  nation*  of  what  fed  Iberer, 
prefents  its  oflferings  at  Hated  feafons  to  the  ^ataT/  of  iu  de- 
parted anceftors  ?  Does  the  ejacubtion,  l«et  thy  fpirituai  part 
"  delcend  and  be  pleafed  with  this  our  jcfpeffc  which  we  now 
«  humbly  ofier  to  thee  !**  convey  any  fuch  fuppoiition  I  And 
of  all  others,  the  milfionaries  ought  to  have  been  the  laft  to  ac- 
cufe  the  Chineie  of  fenfeleia  fuperftitions.  Surely  it  is  not 
more  rq>ugnant  to  reafou,  nor  left  confonant  with  human  feeU 
ings,  to  ofler  grateful  gifts  to  the  manes  of  deceafed  parents  and 
friends,  than  to  fall  down  before  the  Virgin  Mary  and  the 
thouiand  iaints  whom  caprice  or  cabal  have  foifted  into  tlidr 
calendar,  and  of  whofe  hiflory  and  aiftions  even  their  votaries  are 
totally  ignorant?  Chinefe  fuperftition,  in  this  rcfpedl  is,  to  fay 
the  woril  of  it,  an  amiable  weakuefs.  If  the  fuppofiiticn  be 
allowed  that  beings  who  have  departed  this  life  may  poflfefs 
an  influence  over  remaining  mortals,  it  is  furcly  more  natural 
to  addrefs  thofe  whofe  care  and  kindnefs  had  already  been  felt, 
than  thofe  of  whom  we  have  no  further  knowledge  than  the 
name.    There  is  periiaps  no  ftrooger  incentive  to  virtuous 
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adions,  nor  a  more  efi'cQual  check  againft  vicious  purfuits, 
than  the  idea  that  the  departed  fpirit  of  a  beloved  parent  may 
continue  to  watch  over  and  dire«a  our  conduiO:.  The  Chincfe,  at 
all  events,  are  not  illiberal  in  their  fuperftitions :  they  made  not 
the  lead  difficulty  in  allowing  the  corpfe  of  one  of  our  artifts, 
who  died  »t  Tong-tcboo^  though  a  Chriftian  and  confequently 
in  their  opinion  a  heretic,  to  be  depofited  in  the  n^dfl:  of  thdr 
public  burying  ground.  With  as  little  reafoa  does  angry  miC> 
fionary  complain  of  the  drefles  and  ceremomes  of  their  prieftt, 
as  they  certainly  borrowed  nothing  (rom  the  Catholics,  whov 
on  their  part,  are  much  indebted  to  the  heathen  Greeks  for  a 
great  part  of  the.  paraphernalia  of  their  own  religion.  "  There 
is  no  country "  fays  he,  **  where  the  devil  has  fo  fuccefs- 
**  fully  counterfeited  the  true  wordiip  of  the  holy  church* 
**  Thefe  priefts  of  the  infernal  fpirit  wear  long  loofe  gowns, 
'*  exadly  refembltng  thofc  of  fome  of  the  fathers  of  the  church;  > 
**  they  live  in  temples  like  fo  many  monafteries,  and  they  chaunt 
**  in  the  fame  manner  as  with  us.*' 

Another  religion,  much  better  calculated  to  gain  popularity, 
fprung  up  about  the  time  of,  or  very  fliortly  after,  the  death 
of  Confucius.  A  man  of  the  name  of  Lao-Ktrng^  having  tra- 
velled into  Thibet,  became  in  part  acquainted  with  the  wor- 
ihip  of  the  priefts  of  Lama,  which  be  thought  would  fuit  his 
countrymen,  and  might  alfo  be  the  means  of  raifing  his  own  re- 
putation. He  accordingly  eftablithed  a  left,  under  the  name  of 
or  Sons  <^  immortals.*'  He  maintained,  like  Epi- 
curus, that  to  live  at  his  eafe  and  to  make  himfelf  happy  were 
the  chief  concerns  of  man :  that,  to  feize  the  prefent  moment, 
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rcgardlcfs  of  the  pad  and  of  that  to  come,  was  the  l^ufmel* 
pf  life, 

**  Citrpc  diciD*  qnam  mtnimum-credultpoftero.*'  . 

«*   Swift  the  fleetinj;  plenfure  fciz.-. 


"  Nor  trull  lo-norrow's  doubtful  light." 

But  as  Ills  would  come,  and  difeafe  and  death  feemed  tu  be  the 
commoa  lot  of  mankind,  the  beverage  of  immortal  lile  was  a 
glorious  idea  to  hold  out  to  mortal  man.  In  &A,  immortality 
was  one  of  the  attributes  of  the  DM  Lama^  who  i«  fuppofed 
Derer  to  die ;  the  fiml  of  the  reigning  Lama  paffing  immediately 
into  the  perlbn  of  his  fucceflbr.  This  dodrine,  a  branch  of 
the  Metem]^yc«^  was  converted  by  Lm^KungvDXtt  the  art  of 
producing  a  renovation  of  the  Acuities  in  the  fame  body,  by 
the  means  of  certain  preparations  taken  firom  the  three  kiog^ 
dome  of  nature.  '  The.  infatuated  people  flew  with  avidity  to 
the  fount^n  of  life.  Princes  even  fought  after  the  draughts 
that  ihould  render  them  immortal,  but  which.  In  faO,  brought 
on  premature  death.  Numerous  infiances  arc  fatd  to  be  on 
record,  wherein  the  eunuchs  have  prevailed  on  the  fovercign 
to  fwallow  the  immortal  liquor  which  feldom  failed  to  difpatch 
him.  Father  Trigaulr,  who  was  in  Pekin  when  the  Tartars 
took  pofTcirion  of  it,  fpcaking  of  the  propenfity  of  the  upper 
clalTcs  for  the  beverage  of  life,  ohfcrves,  "  Even  in  this  city^ 
"  there  are  few  of  the  magiftrates  or  eunuchs  or  others  in 
"  ofHce  free  from  this  inlanity;  and  as  there  are  plenty  who 
"  wifh  to  learn  the  fecret,  there  is  no  want  of  profcfTors."  This 
fecms  to  be  the  only  fpecies  of  alchemy  to  which  tlie  fefuits 
have  faid  the  Cbinefe  are  addided.    The  preparation  of  the 
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liquor  of  life  is  their  philofophcr*s  flone;  and,  in  all  proba- 
bility, is  compofed  of  opiam  and  other  drugs  which,  by 
encreafing  the  (Itmulus,  gives  a  momefitary  exhilaration  to  the 
fpirils ;  and  the  fucceeding  languor  rc<^uiring  another  and  ano» 
ther  draught  till  at  length,  the  excitability  being  entirely  ex- 
haufted,  the  patient  "  puts  on  immortality.** 

• 

How  much  focver  we  may  find  ourfelYea  diipofed  to  cenftire 
the  abfurdity  of  the  Chinefe  beverage  of  life,  we  are  not  a  great 
way  behind  them  b  this  refped,  or  th^  Perkinfes^  the  SolomaiUf 

'  the  Vebtu^  and  the  Brotbtms^  with  an  innumerable  hoft  of  quacks*' 
whofe  indecent  advertifements  di%race  our  daily  prints,  would 
not  derive  their  fubfiftenee,  much  left  rife  to  affluence^  by  the 
credulity  of  Engliihmen ;  for  many  of  thefe  pefts  of  fociety  are 
foreigners,  too  contemptible  in  their  own  country  to  meet  with 
encouragement.  What  condufion  would  a  Chinefe  be  apt  to 
draw  of  ouf  national  chancer,  if  he  had  only  a  fmattcring  of 

.  our  language,  juft  fufficicnt  to  enable  him  td  read'  thefe  diuly 
eSufions  that  are  fenced  upon  public  notice  *  \  And  what  muft 
be  think  of  the.  reveries  of  Condoroet,  and  of  his  EngKOi  di(- 
dples,  whofe  mqnftroua  dodrines  (under  the  ^bufed  name  of 
philofophy)  would  perfuade  him  that  deep  wasadifeafe!  Hiat 

**  Sleep,  time  Imits  up  the  ravetlM  fleare  of  cure, 

The  licach  of  eatli  i!ay*i  life,  fore  labour's  bath, 
*'  B-ilm  of  hurt  mitKi'^,  c^rc:it  nature's  ftcoad  couiie, 

Cli'uf  nouriihcr'in  iiic'i  icAft"— — 

•  And  which,  together  with  their  pernicious  praAices  anJ  inf.imous  pamphlet5, 
addrcflcd  chiefly  to  yoath  of  both  fexes,  it  may  be  added,  have  done  more  mifchkf 
than  **  plagaet  peRileiice,  or  famine."  Amoag  the  namermM  Ibcieties  that  have 
been  formed  for  the  ;iTi:c!u!iT.cnt  of  public  morrtl.';  and  the  Ibj^irelEon  fif  vice*  it  i* 
furprizijig  that  no  pJua  has  bcca  thought  of  for  the  fappRffion  of  impodbnt  qnacts. 
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was  a  bodily  infirmity,  which  the  pcrfrn'dnlity  of  the  human 
mind  (fo  happily  commenced  by  the  French  lubvcrfion  would 
completely  eradicate  !  Let  us  not  altogether  condcnui  the  igno- 
rant, j-»crhap3  dcfigning,  prtLfl*  of  Tao-lfe,  and  the  ftill  more 
ignorant  multitude,  when  the  llrong  and  enlightened  mind  of  a 
Uejcartcs  could  ainufc  itfelf  with  the  fanciful  hope  of  being  able 
to  difcovcr  the  fecret  of  prolongin;:  the  life  of  man  far  beyond 
the  ulual  limits  which  fccm  to  be  aiFigned  to  the  human  fpecies. 

.  Confiflent  with  the  principle  of  "  taking  no  thought  for  the 
morrow  /'  the  priefls  of  Lao-imr^ . devoted  themielves  to  a. 
ftate  of  oelibac^,  as  being  more  fine  fimn  cam  dun  die  lacnnv 
Iffaaces  wUch  neceflarily  attend  a  fiunilj  connexioii;  and  die 
better  to  accomplifli  this  end,  tbey  aflbdated  in  conventi. 
Here  they  deal  oat  to  their  votaries  the  decrees  of  the  oracle 
i^eeably  to  the  rules  preferibed  by  Gonfucias ;  and  they  prac« 
tile  alfo  a  number  of  incantations,  nagict  invocaidons  of  fpirits^ 
and  other  myftical  rites  that  are  probably  as  little  undcrftood  by 
themfelTcs  as  by  the  gaang  mnltitade.  In  peifbrming  thefe 
mag^c  trieks  they  march  in  procelfion  round  the  altar,  on  whicK 
the  iacred  flame  is  fuppofcd  to  be  kept  perpetually  burn- 
ing, being  a  compofition  of  wax  and  tallow  mixed  up 
with  fandal  wood  (havings  and  other  perfumes ;  they  chaunt 
in  unifon  a  kind  of  recitadve,  and  they  bow  their  heads  obie- 
quiouHy  every  time  they  pafs  before  the  front  of  the  altar. 
The  great  Cong  is  ftruck  at  intervals,  accompanied  by  tinkling 
founds  emitted  by  gently  (Iriking  fmall  metal  plates  fufpended  In 
a  frame  as  in  the  plate  of  mufical  inftruments.  Their  temples  are 
crowded  with  large  and  monftrous  rigures,  fome  made  of 
wood,  ibme  of  ilone,  and  others  of  baked  ciay  daubed  over 
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With  paiot  and  varnUh,  ind  (bmedmes  gilt.   To  fiidi  figoces 

iiovi^ever  they  do  not  &ein  to  paj  anj  kind  of  homage.  They 
jUre  intended  merely  to  rqprefent  the  good  and  evil  genii  under 
the  various  pafTions  to  which  human  nature  is  liable.  The 
good  genii,  or  plcaUng  affe^ions,  are  placed  on  one  fide  of  the 
lemple,  and  their  oppofites  on  the  other.    Thus  the  pcrH  nifi- 
cations.     mirth  antl  melancholy,  love  and  hatred*  pleaTure 
and  pain,  are  contraftcJ  together.    The  conditions  of  men  are 
alfo  rcprcfcntcd,  and  their  figures  oppofcJ  to  nnc  another.  In 
this  light  at  Icaft  they  appeared  to  vis  ;  tlunigh  the  priell  at  Totig- 
tcboo  iiit'ornied  us  they  were  intended  to  pourtray  the  different 
charadcrs  of  the  monks  that  had  belonged  to  the  monaftcry.  In 
fomc  temples  alfo  are  met  with  the  ftatues  of  fueh  Emperors  or 
minifters  of  ftatc  as  had  fliewn  thcmfelvcs  favourable  to  any 
p  irticular  convent.    If,  for  Inflance,  a  great  man  fhould  occupy 
the  apartments  of  a  temple  and  at  his  departure  leave  a  confi- 
derable  fum  of  money,  the  priefts,  out  of  gratitude,  would 
place  his  image  in  a  niche  of  the  temple.    In  looking  into  one 
of  thefe  edifices  a  ftranger  would  be  ajjt  to  conclude  that  they 
were  Polytheifts,  which  I  do  not  underfland  to  be  the  cafe. 
Like  the  faints  of  the  Catholics  the  great  Fc,  of  whom  I  fliall 
prefently  fpcak,  with  Poo-fa,  Sbing-iUDOy  and  many  others,  are 
confidered  only  in  the  light  of  agents  and  interccfrors,  or  as 
emanations  of  one  creating,  dedroying,  and  renovating  power, 
whofe  good  providence  has  divided         into  a  number  of 
attributes  for  the  better  government  d  the  univerfe  *. 

Next 

*  Thu*  among  the  mfcriptioas  written  over  tJte  doors  of  Temples,  lame  arc  fi- 
xated 

Tt  lit  Ueh  lltiljtr,  ^uftm  «/  tiravnt  tht  Guiaf  'i  »f  ptett  end  frv.tr,  ikfcndti  Jrmk 
$b*  ijlami  »f  Muui-TAO,  'wbt  fiilU  tbt  •amvo  9/  tbtjta,  aHayt  jitimi^  ^rtttSi  tkt  mfiu. 
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Next  to  this  religion  of  the  immoitals,  was  introduced  ano- 
ther of  nearly  the  fame  growth  which,  from  being  patronized 
by  the  court,  foon  became  no  lefs  popular  than  the  former. 
The  priefts  of  Fo^  coming  by  invitation  from  India,  imported 
with  them  a  great  portion  of  the  Hindu  mythology,  which 
fomc  learned  men  have  fuppofed  to  be  the  origin  from  whence 
the  PolytheiTm  of  Egypt  and  Greece  had  its  fource ;  and  others 
the  dircd  contrary.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  affinity  feems  to 
be  too  ftrong  not  to  afcrlbe  them  to  a  common  pareqt ;  and 
the  repiefeotidoiii  and  the  hiftories  of  muiy  of  the  godi  of 
diefe  aatimu  were  liiipoited«  In  all  probability,  with  the  kH- 
gion  of  Fo^  from  India  into  China.  Thii  will  better  appear  hf 

eomparing  a  few  as  they  are  obferred  in  tlie  diArcnt  nationa. 

• 

The  SmAa  of  the  Hindus  was  the  ion  of  i£»/a,  and  one 
of  his  ^ithets  is  Amita :  the  fa  of  China  was  the  ion  of  lin-ja^ 
and  one  nf  his  epitiiets  is  Om^lv ;  and,  in  Japan,  whole  natives 
are  of  CMnefe  origin,  the  iame  gpod  JF«  is  worfliipped  under  the 
name  of  Amda,  I  eodd  neither  eolled  from  any  of  the 
Chinefe  what  tlie  literal  meaning  was  of  Onht^t  nor  could  I 
decypher  die  charadlets  under  which  it  is  wiitten,  but  it  appeared 
to  be  uied  as  a  common  ^acnlatlon  on  moft  occafions,  juft  as 
.  we  Europeans  are  too  apt  to  make  a  familiar  and  impious  ufe  of 
the  name  of  God.  Perhaps  it  might  not  fccm  inconfifteot  in 
confideriog  it  to  be  derived  from  the  Hindu  myftic  word  Om, 


jkUt  mrt  grttn  md  ftrtilt  l>h  a  grovt  »f  trtn%  md  Ji«g|ir<  «rr  m  lU/ntkf  «nm 

ff  th       tbmtjbiutt  Ukt  Jf Undid  ftarls. 

Since 
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Since  the  acceflion  of  the  Tartar  princes  to  the  throne  of  Cblna, 
the  court  religion,  or  at  leaft  the  Tartar  part  of  the  court,  which 
before  adhered  to  the  tenets  of  Confucius,  has  been  that  of 
Fo  or  Budha.  The  priefts  are  numerous,  raoilly  dreifcd  ia 
yellow  gowns,  live  in  a  (late  of  celibacy  in  large  convents 
or  temples,  which  the  Chinefe  call  Poo-ta-la^  evidently  de- 
rived from  Budba-laya^  or  habitation  of  Budha^  this  name  be- 
ing adopted  by  the  Tartars,  which  the  Chinefe  have  been  un- 
der the  ncceffity  of  following  as  nc.irly  as  their  organs  of  fpecch 
would  admit.  They  wear  a  iart  of  chapelct  rouiui  their  necks, 
confifting  of  a  number  of  beads.  In  foinc  of  their  ceremonies 
they  march,  like  the  Tao-t/eSy  in  procefllon  round  the  altar,  count- 
ing their  beads,  repeating  at  every  bead  Om-c  to  fo^  and  r©- 
fpedfully  bowing  the  head.  The  whole  firing  being  finilhed, 
they  chalk  up  a  mark,  regiftering  in  this  manner  the  number  of 
their  ejaculations  to  Fo.  This  counting  of  their  beads  was  one 
of  the  cereoxoaies  that  very  much  exafperated  the  iDinionarIe&. 

The  Gmufa  of  the  HindAs,  the  Janut  of  the  Romaaa^  and 
the  Men-Jbin^  or  guardian  fptrit  of  the  door  of  the  Chinefe,  at« 
obviouflj  one  and  the  lame  deity.  Sometimes  he  is  painted 
with  a  dub  in  one  hand,  and  a  leey  in  the  other,  reprefentiog 
the  protedor  of  the  houfe.  On  almoft  every  door  in  China, 
where  the  inhabitantB  proleft  the  reli^on  erf*  Fo,  it  drawn  the 
figure  of  Mi»Jbiny  or  othermfe  the  two  charadera  of  this 
word,  agreding  exadly  with  what  Sir  William  Jones  has  ob^ 
ferved  of  the  new  town  of  Gayil  in  Hindoftan,  **  that  every 
**  new  built  hou(e,  agreeably  to  an  immemorial  ulkge  of  the 

Hindus,  has  the  name  of  fiaw^  fuperlcribed  on  ite  dgor :  and 
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**  in  dieotd  town  hU  image  it  placed  over  the  gatea  the 

"**  temples." 

•  The  yj/bna  of  the  ICndus,  riding  on  an  eagle,  and  dom^ 
finneciiites attended  hf  eneagle,  has  been  confidered  aa  the  Jm^ 
fkirvX  the  GredEsj  and  the  Lui-Jbin  of  the  Qiinefe,  or  ipirit 
of  tbondcr,  is  figured  under  a  man  with  the  beak  and  talons  of 
'  an  eagle,  fometimea  funounded  with  kettle  drums,  carrybg  iA 
one  hand  a  batoon  and  in  the  other  aflame  of  6ie.  TatOJMt 
of  (be  Egyptiana,  from  whence  the  Gseeka  had  their  Jupiter^ 
comet  ftiH  nearer  tt»  the  Lm^hn  €£  the  Chioefis.  When  f^fe- 
fented  as  the  emblem  of  the  fun,  he  was  drawn  under  the  figum 
of  a  nun  with  aa  eagle's  beak,  carrying  in  his  hand  a  batooii 
on  which  was  painted  an«7e.  The  ingenieos  and  lettSIe  ima- 
'gioation  (rf*  the  Grades  feparated  die  emblem  from  the  god^  and 
made  the  bird  of  prey  the  attendant  of  the  divinity,  which  the 
Egyptians  and  the  Ghinefe  anited  under  one  fymbol.    It  is  a 
curious  coinerdcnce  of  opinion,  if  it  be  not  founded  on  fad, 
tbat  the  Chlnefc  flioultl  aillgn  the  fame  rcafon  for  giving  an 
eagle's  face  to  their  Lui-p.)'iu^  that  Pliny  has  for  the  confecra- 
tion  of  tluit  hit  J  to  jufdcr^  namely,  that  no  inftancc  was  ever 
known  ol  aa  eagle  being  dcdroyed  by  lightning.    The  Cliincfc 
have  alfo  an  obfervation  witli  regard  to  tliis  bird,  which  has 
been  made  by  other  nations,  and  which  is,  that  tlic  eagle,  in  a 
ihuuder  ilonn,  always  mounts  above  tiie  clouds. 

The  Varuna  of  the  Hindus,  ridin;:^  on  a  iilL,  tlie  Neplunt 
oi  the  Greeks,  and  the  Cbinefc  Hai^vang^  -or  king  of  the  fea, 
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rtpofing  on  the  waves,  with  a  fiih  in  lui  lumd*  are  uaqneftioiK 
ably  one  and  the  fiune  perfonage* 

The  giant  Briamtty  with  his  hundfed  hands,  is  truly  in 
China  of -a  moft  ftupendoos  and  coloflal  ftature,  being  com- 
monly from  fifty  to  fixty  feet  in  height,  and  fometimes  si  tall 
as  eighty  feeL  But  the  largeft  of  all  their  deities  is  a  woman 
of  the&milyof  Poo-fo*,  apparently  a  perfenification  nature. 
Thts  goddels  is  modelled  In  a  variety  of  ways ;  fometimeS  ihe 
W  to  be  found  with  four  heads,  and  forty  or  fifty  arms,  tha 
heads  looking  towards  the  four  cardinal  points  of  the  omnpaftj 
and  each  arm  holdmg  fome  natural  prodnft  of  the  earth  fiib* 
fenrient  to  the  ufe  €£  man.  Sometimes  each  arm  ptoduoes  ie» 
terd  fmaller  arms,,  and  on  the  head  ftands  a  pyramidal  gronpe 
of  fmaller  heads.  Van  Braam  mentions  his  having  leen  a 
ftatue  of  this  goddefi  that  was  ninety  feet  high,  having  four 
heads  and  forty-four  arms.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  meet 
with  temples  in  ruins,  in  the  midft  of  which  thefe  monftrous 
gods  and  goddefles  are  feen  entire,  expofed  to  the  .dements.  It 
.feems  the  inferior  temples  are  generally  upheld  by  the  volun- 
tary ^fts  of  the  people;  and  that,  whenever  any  unufoal  cala- 
mity befals  a  town  or  village,  foch  as  fcverc  fimtinc,  epidemic 
difeafe,  inundations,  or  the  like,  whofe  direeifeds  ceafe  not 

•  Pba/a  comprehends  a  clafs  of  fupcrlnrendmg  deities  infcntir  to  thofo  of  Fo, 
who  are  coniulted  oa  tririal  occafioiis,  aud  the  ordiaar/  alV.iii  s  of  life.  Ot  couH'e 
the  greMernamber  of  tem^etwecaDed  by  tbegeocral  name  of  amir,  ttii^ 
of  Poo-/ii.  The  nime  implies  aH-hfl^iii^.  The  charafi:r  fion  r..;ntri:s  fapftorf,  an  J  fa 
has  the  charaflcr  of  /Jant  for  its  root  or  key  united  to  that  of  prrftrvmien  i  jhe  plant- 
^tjcrmng,  or  pkut-fupporimg  dciif ;  from  irbeoce  k  may  perhapc  h»  coaduded*  that 
ft9^e  is  the  uffuwhig  of  tlie  Jl>j»Jftfll«tof  yhcwn  I  am  tboncta  fjpwlci.  »• 
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oo  repctted  appUcadons  to  the  pfOteAing  (Sunt,  by  way  af 
puniAking  the  gods,  they  literally  pall  down  the  teia|de  over 
their  heads,  and  leave  them  fitting  ia  the  open  air.  This  grotelque 
-  lodliirharalis  maimer  of  r^refcndng  the  mawfeld  powen  of 
nature,  or  the  goddeft  of  oatare,  by  a  plurality  of  heads  and 
hands  io  one  idol,'  is  by  no  means  fiivoorabk  to  the  fuppofition 
of  a  refined  or  fuperior  underftanding  in  the  people  who  adopt 
them  ioto  their  religious  worlhip.  It  can  be  confideqsd  only  as 
a  very  (hort  ftep  beyond  the  conceptions  of  favagc^i  who  have 
no  other  idea  than  that  of  fupplyiog  by  number,  or  a  repetition 
of  the  iame  thing,  what  may  be  wanting  in  power.  The  fame 
Hgure,  with  numerous  arms,  appears  in  the  Hindu  temples 
that  arc  excavated  ou^  of  folic!  granite  mountainR,  the  moft  an- 
cient and  among  the  moft  wonderful  inonuaients  of  art  and 
perfevering  labour  that  have  hitheao  been  difcovcred  on  the 
face  of  the  globe,  the  fountain  perhaps  from  whence  the  arts, 
the  fclences,  and  the  religious  myfteries  of  the  Egyptians  and 
the  Greeks  derived  their  origin. 

But  the  moft  common  of  all  the  female  deities  in  China 
is  the  Shing-t/ioo,  or  holy  mother,  or  rather  the  niother  of 
perfeEi  tntcUigence^.  This  lady  is  the  exadi  counterpart  of  the 
Indian  Carina  or  goddeis  of  the  river,  the  Jfts  of  the  Egyptians, 
and  the  Ceret  of  the  Greeks.  Nothing  (hocked  the  miiBonaries  fo 
nocbm  their  firft  anlval  b  OMsa  aa  the  iouge  of  tUa  lady, 
in  whom  they  difcOTered.  or  thought  they  difcovered,  the  moft 
ftiild^g  ttfemMaace  to  4iie  Vifgin  Mary.  They  found  her  g<:~ 

•  The  char.ii^cr  Jhlr^  \s  compounded  of  ear,  mouth,  and  ru/rr  or  i'mg,  Intcadia^  fW* 
h»ff»  to  exprels  tkijmealt]  af  i$uwu^  all  that  tarhai  hmri  tmd  mnth  iiUtrtd. 
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nerally  fliut  up  with  great  care  in  a  receft  at  the  back  part  of 
alatr»  and  veiled  with  a  filken  fcreen  to  hide  her  froW 
common  obfervation  ;  fometimes  with  a  child  in  her  hand,  at 
other  times  on  her  knee,  and  a  glory  round  her  head.  On 
hearing  the  ftory  of  ihc  Sbing-moo  they  were  confirmed  in  this 
opinion.  They  were  told  that  fhe  conceived  and  bore  a  fon 
while  yet  a  vlrf^in,  by  eating.!;  tlie  flower  of  tlic  Lten  ivba  (the 
Nelumbiuni)  which  flic  found  lying  upon  her  clothes  on  the 
bank  of  a  river  where  ftie  was  bathing:  that,  when  the  time 
of  her  peftatlon  was  expired,  ihc  went  to  the  place  wliere  fhe 
had  picked  up  the  flower  and  was  there  delivered  of  a  boy; 
that  the  infant  was  found  and  educated  by  a  poor  fiflierman  ;  and, 
in  procefs  of  time,  became  a  great  man  and  performed  mi- 
racles. Such  is  her  ftory,  as  told  . by  the  Chinefe  priefts.  When 
the  image  of  this  goddefs  is  ftanding,  (he  generally  holds  a 
flower  of  the  Nelumbium  in  her  hand  ;  and  when  fitting,  flic  ii 
ufually  placed  upon  the  large  peltate  leaf  of  the  fame  plant. 

The  Egy^ptian  I.otos,  not  that  efculcnt  plant  from  the  ufc 
of  which  the  Lotfjpbagi  had  their  name,  but  another  of  a  very 
different  genus  confecrated  to  religious  purpofes,  is  faid*  to 
have  been  afccrtaincd  from  a  ftatue  of  Ojir'ts^  preferved  in  the 
Barberini  palace  at  Rome,  to  be  that  fpccies  of  water  lilly  which 
grows  in  abundance  in  m(jft  parts  of  the  eaftern  world,  and 
which  was  known  to  hotanifts  under  the  name  ot  Nywphaa  Ne^ 
lumbo ;  but  i  undcrlland  it  ii  now  confidered  as  a  new^r/i///, diftin- 
gui(hed,  under  a  modihcation  of  its  former  fpedfic  name,  by  thit 
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of  NehtmUmu.  Tbli  plant,  however,  it  no  longer  to  be  found  la 
Egypt.   The  two  fpedes  that  grow,  at  piefent,  on  the  banks 
and  canals  of  the  Nile  are  totally  difierent,  which  fiimifiies  a 
very  Ckrongprefumption  that,  although  a  facred  plant  and  cul- 
tivated in  the  country,  it  might  neverthelels  be  of  foreign 
growth.    In  China,  few  temples  are  without  fome  rcprefenta-  ' 
tion  of  the  Nelumbium  ;  fometimcs  the  Sbing-moo  is  painted  as 
{landing  upon  its  leaves  in  the  midfl  of  a  lake.    la  one  temple 
1  obferved  the  intelligent  mother  fitting  upon  the  broad  pel- 
tate leaf  of  this  plant,  which  had  been  hewn  out  of  the  living 
fock*    Sometimes  flie  holds  in  her  hand  a  cornucopia  filled  with 
the  ears  of  rice,  of  millet,  and  of  the  capfule  or  fLcd-vcfTel  of 
the  Nelumbium,  thefe  being  articles  of  food  which  fall  to  the 
ibare  of  the  poorefl  peafanr.    This  very  beautiful  water  liUy 
grows  fpontaneoully  in  ainioll  every  lake  and  morafs,  from  the 
middle  of  Tartary  to  the  province  of  Canton;  a  cviilou^  chcum- 
ftance,  when  wc  conrider  the  very  great  difficulty  with  which  it 
can  be  preferved,  even  by  artificial  means,  in  climates  of  Europe, 
whofe  temperature  are  lefs  warm  and  Icfs  cold  than  many  of 
thofe  where,  in  China,  it  grows  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  and  with 
the  greateft  degree  of  luxuriance.    On  the  heights  of  Tartary 
it  is  found  in  an  uncultivated  ftate  where,  in  winter,  the  ther- 
mometer frequently  flands  at,  and  generally  far  below,  the  freez- 
ing point.     But  here  the  roots  flrikc  at  the  bottom  of  very  deep 
waters  only,  a  circumftance  from  which  we  may  perhaps  con- 
clude, that  the  plant  may  rather  require  uniformity  of  tempera- 
ture, than  any  extraordinary  degree  either  one  way  or  other. 
Not  only  the  feed  of  the  Nelumbium,  which  is  a  kind  of  nut 
nearly  as  large  as  an  acorn,  but  the  long  roots,  jointed  like 


I 


canes, 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA.  475 

cane8»  farnlfli  atticks  of  fi>od  for  the  taUe*  In  the  capital,  dur- 
ing the  whole  fummer  feafon,  the  latter  are  flioed  and  laid  oa 
ice,  and  in  this  ftate  lenre  as  part  of  the  defert  $  the  tafte  diSers 
▼ery  little  from  that  of  a  good  juicy  turalp,  with  a  flight  degree 
of  aftringency. 

There  is  fo.aething  To  very  ftrikiog  and  remarlcable  in  fhts 
plant,  that  it  is  not  fntpriztng  the  £gypdans  and  the  Indiana^ 
Ibnd  of  drawing  aUufions  from  natural  objeds,  ihotikl  have 
eonfidered  it  as  emblematic  of  creative  power.  The  lewres  of 
the  fuceeeding  plant  are  found  involved  in  the  middle  of  the 
feed,  perfeift,  and  of  a  beautiful  green.  When  the  fun  gpei 
down,  the  large  leaves  that  fpread  themfelves  over  the  fiuftoe 
of  the  water  dofe  like  an  umbrella,  and  the  retnmiag  f«a  gWh 
dually  unfolds  them.  Now,  as  thcTe  nations  eonfidered  wster 
to  be  the  primary  dement,  and  the  iirft  medium  oa  wbidi  ereft* 
tive  influence  began  to  a&,  a  plant  of  fuch  fingahurity,  lumri* 
ance,  utility  and  beauty,  could  not  ful  to  be  regarded  by  them 
as  a  proper  fymbol  for  reprefenting  that  creative  power^  asd 
was  accordingly  confecrated  by  the  former  to  Qifim  and  to 
the  emblems  of  the  Am  and  moon,  and  by  the  Idttter  to  Ganiga, 
the  river  goddefs,  and  to  the  fun.  The  coincidence  ef  idese  be- 
tween thofe  two  nations,  in  this  refpe^t,  may  be  drawn  ftbm 
that  beautiful  Hindu  hymn,  addrefled  to  Surya  orihe  fun,  and 
tranflated  by  Sir  William  Jones — 

Lord  of  the  Lo(o«.  hAtt,  hkad  and  loag,  .... 
**  O  Sua \  ihj  powets  I  ling.**—&c.* 

Wliether 

•  Crtpta'ii  Turner  found  the  name  cf  tlic  Lotos  infcribed  over  mnft  of  the  temples 
la  Uoctan  and  Tftibct ;  and  Colonel  Symcs,  in  the  account  of  his  cmbarty  to  thi 
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.Whether  the  Chinefe,  like  the  Hindus,  entertained  the  fame 
notions  of  creative  power,  or  its  influence  upon  water  as  the 
primary  clement,  1  could  not  learn.    No  information  as  to  the 
ground-work  of  tlieir  religion  is  to  be  looked  for  from  the 
priefts  of  the  prefent  day,  who  arc  gcficrally  very  ignorant ;  hut 
I  fufpeil  the  dedication  of  the  Lotos  to  facrcd  ufes  to  be  much 
older  than  the  iuirodailioa  of  Hindu  mythology  by  the  priefts 
of  Budha,    They  even  alcribe  the  fable  of  catine;  the  flower  to 
the  luuthcr  of  their  iirrt  limpcTOT  Foo-Jhec ;  and  the  Lo:os  and 
the  lady  are  equally  relpcclcd  by  all  the  Icds  ia  China;  and 
even  by  the  Mantchoo  Tartars,  whofehillory  comtnences  with 
the  identical  ftoiy  of  a  young  virgin  conceiving  and  bearing  a 
fiui,  who  wu  to  be  the  progenitor  of  a  nee  of  conquerors,  by 
citiog  the  flower  of  •  water  lilly.   If,  indeed,  any  dependence 
it  to  be  placed  on  the  following  well  known  infcriptioa  found 
on  an  ancieot  monument  of  Ofiria,  Egyptian  rites  may  be  fup- 
po(ed  to  have  made  their  way  into  the  eaft  and  probably  into 
China,  or,  on  die  other  hand,  thofe  of  die  eaft  adopted  by  the 
'  EgyptSana,  at  aperiod    very  remote antiqiuty.   **  Satnm,  the 
^  youngeft  of  all  the  goda,  waa  my  fitther.   I  am  Ofiria,  who 
conduced  a  large 'ftndnamcrouaarm^aa&TM  the  ddem  of 

!*  India,  and  travelled  over  the  greateft  part  of  die  world. 

It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  thought  improbable  (I  offer  It,  how- 
ever, merely  as  conjedure)  that  tiie  ftory  of  OfirtJ  and  J/it 

Vagiamtt  Avm,  iHUck  wMi  Pega*  Anou,  aad  Laot,  now  conftitiitt  tbe  Bbnuui 

empire,  defcrtbes  the  people  as  Budhiftf  or  of  the  fcft  of  Fo ;  indeed  their  cudomi 
and  apfeanacet  m  «cU  m  Uwir  nligm»  fiem  to  indicate  a  Cliiade  or  Tartar 
origiib 
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was  kaown  in  China  at  a  rery  early  period  of  the  hiftory  of 
this  country.   (^I&w,  king  of  £g7pt>  and  hufbaod  of  was- 
worOiipped  under  the  form  of  an  ox,  from  his  having  pud  paiv 
ticular  attention  to  the  purfults  of  agriculture,  and  from  em* 
ploying  this  animal  in  the  tillage  of  the  ground* 

**  Primus  aratra  maou  fblerti  fecit  Ofirit." 
Ofiric  firft  conftniAcd  plougbs  witli  ifctt*raiii  ftJlf. 

Ht(lorlaQS  fay,  that  J/ij^  on  the  murder  of  her  huiband,  en- 
joined  the  priefls  of  Egypt,  by  a  folemn  oath,  to  edabliih  a 
form  of  worfhip  in  wliicli  divine  honours  (hould  be  paid  to 
their  deceafed  prince  }  that  they  (hould  fcle£t  what  kind  of  ani- 
mal they  pleafed  to  reprefent  the  perfon  and  the  divinity  of 
Ofirhf  and  that  they  (hould  inter  it  with  folemn  funeral  honours 
when  dead.  In  confidcration  of  t!iis  iipotheofis,  fhe  allotted  a 
portion  of  land  to  each  facerdotal  body.  The  priefts  were 
obliged  to  make  a  vow  of  chafiity ;  their  iieads  were  (haven 
and  they  went  barefooted.  Divine  honours  were  Hkewife  con- 
ferred on  //is  after  her  death,  and  ihe  was  worihipped  under 
the  form  of  a  cow. 

Now,  although  the  feftival  in  China,  at  which  the  Emperor 
holds  the  plough  in  the  commencement  of  the  fpring,  be  c  m- 
fidcrtd  at  this  day  as  nothing  more  than  apolitical  inftiiution, 
and  continued  as  an  example  to  the  lower  orders  of  people,  an 
inciteinenl  ior  them  U)  [)uriuc  the  la'jourii  ot  a^rlcukurc  as  the 
moft  important  employment  in  tlie  (late; — yet,  this  conde- 
Icenlion  of  the  fovereign  militates  fo  ilrongly  againfl:  all  theic 
maxims  of  govern.nent,  which  place  an  immenfc  diitauce  be- 
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twecfl  htm  and  t&efirft  of  llts  people,  it  may  not,  perhaps,  be 
much  amift  in  fiippofin^'U  to  have  originated  in  fame  ral^UNW 
opinion.  Indeed  he  fiUl  conCinue»to  prepare  himfelf  for  die 
foienm  occa(ion,  by  devodng  three  days  entirely  to  pious  cere- 
monies and  rigid  devotion.  On  the  day  appointed  by  the  tii* 
bunal  of  mathematics,  a  cow  is  iacrificed  in  the  Tee-iOMf  or 
or  temple  dedicated  to  the  earth ;  and  on  the  lame  day,  in  Ibme 
of  the  provinces,  the  figure  of  a  cow  of  baked  clay»  of  an  iow 
menfc  fize,  is  carried  in  procefTion  by  a  number  of  the  pealan-* 
try,  follovved  by  the  principal  officers  of  gnvcrnment  and  the 
other  inhabitants.  The  homs  and  tlie  hoofs  are  gilded  and  or* 
namcnted  with  filken  ribbons.  The  proflrations  being  made 
and  the  offerings  placed  on  the  altar,  the  earthen  cow  is  broken 
in  pieces  and  diilributed  amon^  the  people.  In  like  manner 
the  body  of  OJirh,  worfliipped  afterwards  under  the  form  of 
an  ox,  was  diilributed  by  /jfix  among  the  priefts ;  and  the  J^a  * 
were  long  celebrated  in  Egypt  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  fefli- 
val  of  holcling  the  plough  is  at  this  day  cblcrved  in  China, 
both  being  imeoded,  no  doubt,  to  cofomcmorate  the  peribns 

*  No  fcdivals,  perhaps,  were  fo  unlvcrr.iil}'  adopted  aud  fo  far  extended,  as  tliofc 
in  koBour  of  ^  Thtj  not  ooly  fimml  tlidr  waj  into  cfwy  put  of  the  £aft»  bat 

from  Greece  thty  were  alfo  received  by  the  Romans,  and  from  thefc  they  paiTed  in- 
to Gi»ii!.  It  has  even  been  conjciflured,  that  the  modern  name  of  Paris  has  its  dcri* 
vatioD  trom  a  temple  that  was  dedicated  to  this  goddcfs,  wafet  inr,  not  very  diftnS 
Inm  ttusueieotaqiital  of  Gittk  Thecitf  anuare  afUp»whicIi,^«aidepiAe4 

to  hold  in  her  hand,  .15  the  pntroncfs  of  n.ivigntinn.  In  fafl,  a  ftatue  of  ^J/T/f  isfaid 
to  have  been  preferred  with  grcai  care  in  the  church  of  Saint  Germain  until  the  be- 
gir.ning  of  the  IixUen(h  century,  when  the  zeal  of  a  bijotted  cardinal  caoftd  it  to 
bodeaolifted  as  «■  aaftaaUM  idkk  of  pagaa  fiipetftition. 

t  £nc]rclapcJ1c  da  Cooo^ffncM  Banian 

who 
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who  had  rendered  the  moft  folid  advantages  to  the  ftate,  by  the 
encooragemeot  they  had  held  out  for  the  cultivation  of  the 
ground. 

The  difputes,  quarrels^  periecutione  and  mallacres,  that  have 
happened  at  various  times  among  the  difl^nt  feds  of  Chrifti-. 
anity  in  Europe^  have  not  beeq  much  left  violent,  nor  produc- 
tive of  leis  dreadful  confequences,  betvreen  the  fed  of  immor- 
tals and  that  of  Fo,tn  China,  whenever  the  court,  or  rather  the 
intriguing  eunuchs,  leemed  to  &vour  the  opinions  of  one  fed  in 
preference  to  thofe  of  the  other,  Perfecutions  *  never  failed  to 
begin  whenever  either  party  was  fortunate  enough  to  ^n  over 
to  its  fide  the  duef  of  the  eunuchs,  who  had  always  fufficient 
influence  with  the  reigning  monarch  to  prevail  upon  htm  to 
e^uie  the  fame  caufe.  They  were,  however,  wars  of  priefta 
alone  in  which  the  people  remained  neutral,  or  took  no  adive 
part.  Whde  monafteries  have  been  levdled  with  the  ground, 
andthoulands  of  prieftsput  to  death  on  both  fides.  Since, 
however,  the  accefllon  of  the  prefent  Tartar  dynafty,  they  have 
met  with  no  particular  marks  of  favour  or  diflindlon ;  and,  on 
that  account,  are  apparently  reconciled  to  each  other  ;  indeed, 
they  are  fcarcely  diftinguifliable  cither  by  their  temples  or  by 
their  drels.  The  prcdidion  of  future  events  being  beft  fuited 
to  the  minds  of  the  muhltude,  and  moft  fought  after,  the  oracle 
of  fate  may  be  confulted  in  any  temple,  whether  of  Fo  or  of 
TaO'tzir.  The  government  interferes  not  in  religious  opinions, 
and  it  gives  no  fupport  tn  any  particular  fe<S,  except  that  of  the 
Lama,  wkofe  priefts  are  paid  and  maintained  as  a  part  of  the 
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Imperial  ellab'ifnment.  The  Tartar  officers  of  flate  are  likewife 
aitachetl  to  the  faith  of  the  Lama,  without  the  abfurditics  that 
have  been  mixed  with  it  by  the  immortals. 

However  flriclly  the  women  may  be  kept  at  liotnc  by  the 
cuflonis  of  t'  c  country,  they  are  ncvcrthtlefs  permitted,  on 
certain  occahons,  to  confult  their  deiliny  at  the  altar,  without 
being  expofed  to  the  cenlurc  of  vulgarity  or  impropriety.  Bar- 
ren wives  are  even  encouraged  to  vifit  tlic  templc^^,  not  fo 
niuch  for  the  purpofe  of  knowin;^  their  dctliny,  as  under  a 
firm  belief  that,  by  rubbing  the  bellies  of  certain  little  copper 
gods,  they  lhall  conceive  and  bear  children.    But,  the  women 
ifi  general  who,   from    habit,  ftxl  little  inclination    to  ftir 
abroad,  except  on  very  prelling  occalions,  encourage  a  fet  of 
fortune-tellers,  mountebanks  and  jui'^'^lers,  who  thus  pick  up  a 
iivcliliooJ  by  travelling  the  country  and  telling  fortunes  from 
houfe  to  houfc.    Tlicy  arc  known  'ly  a  wretched  fqualling 
flute  on  which  they  play,  and  arc  bccko   ■  u      call  whcic  tlieir 
art  is  required,     iiy  btiriL;  made  acquainted  with  ilic  day  and 
hour  Oi  a  pcrfon's  birth,  they  pretend  to  r;///  bis  nativity^  which 
is  called  Szvjri-mitig^  or  the  art  of  diicovcring  events  by  means 
of  numbers.    A  Chincfe,  even  in  the  higher  ranks,  has  no  great 
idea  of  a  man's  learning,  if  he  be  ij^'norant  of  tht  Siva^i  iii'tnv.  I 
was  very  frequently  applied  to  at  Tucn-Tmn-yuen,  by  perfons  in 
oflicc,  to  know  if  I  could  tell  them  their  fortune ;  and  it  was 
difHcuIt  to  perfuade  them  I  had  any  knowledge  of  the  adrono- 
mica!  inllrumcnts  intended  for  the  Emperor,  after  profcilir.g 
my  ignorance  in  eqfling  a  nativity. 

The 
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The  priefts  of  both  ieds  are  fuppoled  to  be  no  \e&  attentive 
in  keeping  up  a  perpetual  fire  burning  upon  the  alcan  than  the 
Roman  Veftats  were  in  this  refpefifc ;  but  no  expiation  nor  pn- 
nilbment  being  confidered  neceflary,  as  in  the  latter  cafe,  they 
cannot  lioaft  that  flames  unexttnguifli'd  on  their  altars 
*^  (hine.**  Thejare,  in  fa£t^  frequency  extinguiHied  by  care- 
leflhefs  or  accident*  No  virgins  attend  this  holy  flame,  but  the 
charge  of  ;t  13  committed  generally  to  young  boys  under  trun« 
ing  for  the  priefthood.  Like  the  Greeks  and  the  Romans,  the 
Chinefe  have  alfo  their  penates  or  houfchuld  gods,  which  are 
not  reprefented  under  any  particular  pcrfonification,  but  gene* 
rally  by  a  tablet  bearing  a  Ihort  infcription  and  a  taper  burn- 
ing  before  it.  Every  fhip,  however  fmall,  has  its  tablet  and 
its  taper;  and  within  the  compaI«-box  or  binnacle  a  taper  is 
Goniinually  kept  burning. 

In  every  city,  town  and  village,  fometimes  in  the  midft  of 
woods,  in  the  mountain^;  and  moft  lonely  places,  arc  fmall 
temples,  the  doors  of  which  are  continually  left  open  for  the 
admittance  of  fuch  as  may  be  defirous  of  confulting  their  de- 
ftlny.  The  prad^ical  part  of  Chinefe  religion  may,  in  fadl,  be 
faid  to  confjft  in  predcfti nation.  A  prieft  is  not  at  all  necclTary 
for  unravelling  the  hook  of  fate.  If  any  one  be  about  to  un- 
dertake a  journey,  or  to  piirchafe  a  wife,  or  to  build  a  houfe, 
or,  above  all,  to  bury  a  dcccafcd  relation,  and  any  doubt  ihould 
arile  in  his  mind  as  to  the  fortunate  rcfult  of  fuch  undertaking, 
he  repairs  to  the  ncarcil  temple  ;  and,  if  he  fliouUi  not  be  able  to 
read  himfcif,  lie  takes  a  friend  by  the  hand  who  can.  On  the 
altar  of  cvciy  teu^plc  is  placed  a  wooden  cup,  filled  with  a 
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number  of  fmall  rticks,  marked  at  the  cxtremhies  with  certain 
charaders.  Taking  the  cup  in  his  hands  he  fhakes  it  till  one 
of  the  fticks  falls  upon  the  ground  and,  having  examined  the  cha- 
racter upon  it,  he  looks  for  the  corrcfponding  mark  in  a  bcok 
which  is  generally  appended  to  the  wall  of  the  temple.  The 
lot,  in  this  manner,  is  caft  fcvcral  times,  and  if  one  lucky  ftick 
in  three  ftiould  happen  to  turn  up,  he  is  willing  to  confider 
the  omen  as  favourable  ;  and,  if  the  event  Ihould  anfwer  the  ex- 
pectation he  has  been  led  to  form  from  the  book  of  fate,  he 
confiders  it  as  a  duty  to  return  to  the  temple  and  to  burn  a 
fheet  or  two  of  painted  paper,  or  of  paper  covered  with  tin  foil, 
and  to  depofit  a  few  pieces  of  copper  money  on  the  altar,  in 
token  of  gratitude  for  the  favour  he  has  received  *.    In  this 

•  The  prefcnt  Emperor  fiicwed  liis  gratitude  for  his  prayers  haTiiig  been  heard, 
by  graniuig  in  a  public  cdid  an  additioaai  title  to  the  temple  in  which  they  were ' 
offered. 

Imperial  Edict. 

*'  The  graciom  prttiBing  temfJt  of  the  king  tf  ih*  Jragoiu,  on  the  mountain  of  fu-thuH, 
"  has  on  every  occafion  of  drought  pro%-cd  fuvourablc  to  our  prayers  offered  up  there 
"  for  rain,  as  duly  obferved  on  our  facred  regiliers.  From  the  fummer  foKlice  of 
'*  the  prefent  year,  a  great  want  of  rain  has  been  experienced,  on  which  account  wc 

were  induced,  on  the  17th  of  this  moon,  to  offer  up  our  prayers  and  facrifices  in 
"  perfon  at  the  faid  temple.  During  the  very  fame  day,  a  fall  of  fmall  rain  or  dew 
*'  was  obferved,  and,  oa  the  day  following,  the  country  was  relieved  by  frequent 
"  and  copious  fliowers.  This  further  proof  of  efficacy  in  granting  our  requefls,  ang- 
•*  ments  our  veneration  and,  in  teftimony  whereof,  we  direil  that  the  temple  of  the 
'*  propitious  divinity  (hall  receive  an  additional  title,  and  be^ftyled  on  all  future  oc- 

cafions, 

Tie  gracioiu  in  protelting,  and  eficadoui  in  frt/erving,  the  ttnplt  9/  tit  king  of  the 
"  Jrcgoiu. 

<•  Btour  wiUtAtytJ." 

Ptiin  Cmuitt,  iidJaj  of  ^tb  Mow,  of     jtmr  9fIC$0'Kmg. 
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manner  is  confumed  the  greateft  part  of  the  tin  that  is  carried 
to  China  by  the  trading  companies  of  Europe.    I  have  already 
obferved  that  they  have  no  communion  of  worfhip  to  ofiec, 
up,  in  a  public  manner,  their  prayers  or  thanklgivings. 

Formerly  it  was  the  cuftom  to  bury  flavcs  with  emperors  and 
princes  and  fometimcs  alfo  their  concubines  alive  ;  but  this  cruel 
pradicc  has  given  way,  in  modern  times,  to  the  more  harmlefs 
one  of  burning  rcprefcntailoas  of  their  domcftics  in  tin  foil, 
cut  into  the  fliajie  of  Imman  beings,  and  of  placing  their  ftatues 
in  wood  or  ftone  upon  thdr  graves;  this  feemt  to  be  the 
remains  of  a  Scythian  or  Tartar  cuftom,  which,  according  to 
Herodotus,  was  commonly  obfenfed  at  the  funerals  of  their 
fovereigns,  when  their  horfet,  their  Haves,  and  their  concu- 
bines were  impaled  alive  and  placed  in  order  round  the  tyrant's 
tomb.  The  laft  remains  of  a  relation  are  interred  with  ill  the 
honours  that  the  family  can  afford.  I  never  pailed  between 
the  capital  and  TueH-mn-yuen  without  oUerving  numbers  of 
funeral  profeffions.  Thole  of  great  officers  of  ftate  would 
iometimes  extend  for  nearly  half  a  mile.  The  train  was  ufually 
arranged  in  the  following  order.  In  front  marched  a  prieft  un^ 
covered,  next  a  group  of  muiidans  with  flutes,  trumpets,  and 
cymbals  $  after  thefe  the  msle  reUdons  of  the  deceafed  in  long' 
white  frocks  and  bdilnd  them  the  chief  mourner,  fupported  b^ 
two  IHends,  whole  exertions  to  prevent  him  from  teaxiikg  his 
cheeks  and  luiir  appeared  to  be  truly  ridiculoni.  Then  fol- 
lowed the  coffin,  covered  by  a  magnificent  canopy  and  borne 
generally  by  four  men,  fometimes  by  eight.  After  the  canopy 
the  female  relations  proceeded  in  chairs,  or  more  generally  tn  the 
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little  covered  carts,  wearing  white  frocks  like  the  men,  their 
hair  diihevclletl,  and  broad  white  lillcts  hound  acrols  their  lore- 
heads.  On  approaching  a  bridi  c  cr  a  temple  the  procefiion 
always  halted  while  the  pried  burutd  little  iinagc>  ui  tia  i'oU, 
or  let  off  a  few  cndcers,  upon  which  the  noify  gong  and  the 
left  of  the  b«Dd  made  a  flourilh. 

The  fiunous  leaft  of  lanternt,  when  the  whole  empire  is 
lighted  up  from  one  extremity  to  die  oth^,  in  every  poflible 
vaj  that  fancy  can  fuggeft,  ia  an  andent  religknis  ufiige  of 
which,  ac  the  pre&nt  day,  they  can  give  no  j^aufiUe  accounts 
It  iijoft  poflible  that,  amoQg  other  Egyptian  ceremonies,  thia 
may  be  one  derived  from  a  common  orig^  with  an  annual 
iltumination  of  the  fame  kind  mentioned  by  Herodotus ;  which 
was  generally  obferved,  from  the  cataradls  of  the  Nile  to  the 
borders  of  the  Mediterranean,  by  ]ia:v:;in;^  lamps  of  different 
kinds  to  the  fides  of  the  houies.  On  this  day  the  Chinefe  not 
only  illuminate  their  houfes,  but  they  alio  excrcifc  their  inge- 
nuity in  making  tranfparencies  in  the  Ihipe  of  different  animals,, 
with  which  they  run  through  the  flrccts  by  night.  Ti;e  cffcii 
when  perfectly  dark  is  whimfical  enough.  Birds,  bcafls,  fiflies, 
and  other  animals  are  fcen  darting  through  the  air,  and  con- 
tending with  each  other  ;  feme  with  fquibs  in  their  mouths^ 
breathing  fire,  and  others  with  crackers  in  their  tails :  feme  * 
fending  out  iky  rockets,  others  riling  into  pyramids  ot  party- 
coloured  hre,  aud  others  burfting  liJ:e  a  mine  with  violent  ex- 
plofions.  but  the  mod  ingenious  are  thole  that,  Proteus-like, 
change  their  fhapc  from  time  to  time,  and  under  every  form 
exhlLbit  a  different  diiplay  of  fire-works^ 

I  have 
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I  have  obferved,  at  the  begtoaing  of  this  chapter,  that  the 
temples  are  occafionally  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  ftate-oflicers, 
einbadadors  and  other  public  characftcrs,  when  travelling 
through  the  country,  there  being  no  other  houfes  affording 
accomodations  equally  fuitable.  On  quitting  the  temple  it  is 
generally  thought  necclTary  to  perform  an  a£t  of  reverence  bor- 
dering on  devotion,  not  however  to  the  Deity,  but  to  the  name 
of  the  Emperor  inlcribcd  on  the  altar.  This  cuftom,  together 
with  that  of  dcpofiting  rice  and  other  grain,  tea  and  oil  at 
. .  cectain-  feafons,  efpeciaily  on  the  day  of  hit  nadvity,  although, 
perhapa,  in  the  firft  iofbnce,  « token  only  of  rdjped  and  gra- 
titude, and  in  the  other  an  aelcnowledgment-of  hia  Itdngtlw 
ibie  proprietary  of  the  foil,  are  nevertheleft  ada  that  tend,  fion* 
die  £ua£dty  of  the  place  where'they  are  perfenned,  ta  die  cn» 
conragemcnt  of  idolatry.-  By  thua  aflbciating  dw  oAeciiip 
made  to  the  Deity  and  to  the  Monarch,  the  ^viffx  become  apt 
to  magnify  the  poorer  of  the  latter  and  to  rule  it  on  a  lew! 
with  that  of  the  fiinner.  A  ChinefeinfpealdngofaptlDpitSDai 
event  OCCnrring,  dther  in  his  own  or  any  other  country,  genCF* 
rally  attribotes  it  to  the  joint  Will  of  Heaven  and  the  Emperoe 
of  China. 

The  convtrfion  of  the  templea  into  lodging-houfes  is  attended 
with  fome  temporal  advantages  to  the  priefts,  by  the  donationa 
that  are  generally  made  on  fuch  occafions.  JMoft  of  them 
being  fupported  entirely  by  voluntary  contributions  and  trifling  . 

legacies  that  may  be  left  by  pious  perfons,  they  are  thankful 
for  the  fmalicll  gifts :  for  as  there  is  little  or  no  conncdioa 
between  the  church  and  the  iUte,  they  derive  no  pay,  nor 
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emolument,  nor  preferment  from  the  latter.  The  Emperor 
pays  his  own  pricfts,  which  are  thofe  of  all  his  Tartar  fub- 
jcdls  ;  tlic  Chinefe  Confucionifts,  or  men  of  learning,  and  the 
ftatc  officers  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  theirs,  whether 
of  Fo  or  Tao-tzey  and  the  mafs  of  the  people,  from  the  prevailing 
propenfity  of  enquiring  into  futurity,  afford  the  means  of  fup- 
port  to  many  thoufands,  I  might  perhaps  fay  millions  of 
priefts,  by  the  offerings  carried  to  the  altars  whenever  they  find 
it  necelTary  to  confult  the  book  of  fate,  which  is  done  on  moft  of 
the  common  occurrences  in  life. 

From  the  fliort  view  I  have  here  taken  of  the  different  feds, 
I  think  it  may  juftly  be  concluded  that  the  primitive  religiou 
of  China  no  longer  exifls,  or  exifls  only  in  a  corrupted  ftate; 
that  there  is  at  prefent  no  national  nor  fcarccly  a  ftate  reli- 
gion :  and  that  the  articles  of  faith  are  as  various  as  the  modes  of" 
worfhip  ;  in  all  of  which  the  people  appear  to  be  rather  adluatcd 
by  the  dread  of  evil  in  this  life,  than  by  the  fear  of  punifh- 
ment  in  another :  that  the  duties  they  perform  are  more  with 
a  view  to  appcafe  an  angry  deity  and  to  avert  impending  ca- 
lamities, than  from  any  hope  of  obtaining  a  pofitive  good  :  that 
they  rather  confult  or  enquire  of  their  gods  what  may  happen, 
than  petition  them  to  accomplifh  or  avert  it ;  for  a  Chinefe 
can  fcarcely  be  faid  to  pray ;  he  is  grateful  when  the  event 
proves  favourable  to  his  wifhcs ;  petulant  and  pccvifh  with  his 
gods  when  adverfe. 

Little  as  the  priefts,  or  the  numerous  noviciates  that  are 
found  in  all  the  principal  temples,  are  employed  in  the  duties 
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of  their  office,  or  in  worldly  concerns,  they  are  not  lefs  unclean- 
ly in  their  perfons  and  their  apartments  than  thofe  are  whofe 
time  is  taken  up  in  providing  for  the  ncceflities  of  life.  The 
room,  in  wliich  fomc  of  us yZ>ow/c/have  flept,  was  fo  full  of  fcor- 
pions  and  fcolopendras,  and  they  crept  in  fucli  numbers  into 
our  beds,  that  we  were  fairly  driven  out  and  obliged  to  iwing 
our  cots  in  the  open  air  between  two  trees.  Here  we  were  not 
much  lefs  annoyed  by  myriads  of  mufquitocs  and  the  unce;if- 
ing  noiie  of  the  chirping  cicadas,  which  continued  without  in- 
terrailfion  until  the  ftill  more  noxiy  gong  announced  the  break 
(rf  day,  aad  futnmoned  the  holy  men  to  their  moraing  de- 
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CHAP.  DC. 

Journey  from  Tong-choo-foo  to  the  Province  of  Canton.— 
FftM  of  the  Country,  and  its  Produdlions. — Buildings  and 
other  Public  Works. — Condition  of  the  People— State  of 
Agriculture. — Population. 

Atteritient  paid  to  the  Embajfy. — Obfervatieni  en  the  Clitnate  and  Plains  a/Pe-tcbt- 

Icc. — Plants  if  — Diet  and  Condition  rf  the  Pnple  Burying.place.  —  Obfervit- 

Uen  on  Chiv.ift  Cititj.— Tracker  J  of  the  Tacbts. — Entrance  of  the  Grand  Canal.— 

Tbi FifhingCtfvunmt^—^^na^  tttheTtVMW'^net, — Cmmony  ofcmjfing  tbu 
Shur^-'Ol^irmitiuu  m  Caitals  mti  Rtait. — Impnntwunt  if  iht  Ctuntrf  in  ad- 
^mncing  to  the  Southivr.rd.—Bf,iut^  of,  mar  Sau-choO'foo.^flM^  jiMMff.Mr 
Arches. — Country  near  Hang-choo-foo. — City  of. — Appearance  of  the  Country  near 
the  Fo-ytagLaie. — Obfervatitiu  f«  Proceeding  tJI>reugh K.ung-ice. — The  CameUu 
Sefitnqm.— Jb!<!r)gj^«fl!jw  View  fftti  CBHute  euiiPvtebm,  Diet  amd  CtmBHrn  ^ 

the  Peeple,  ^Pe>tche-Iee.-~&)W  Obfervations  on  the  Capital  tfCMim,  f^wimf 
ff  Shan-tang. — Of  Khng-mn. —  Obferv^ti^nt  en  the  State  if  Agriculture  in 
China.— Rice  MUls. — Province  efTchz  kiang. — (yKiang-fcc. — Pc[>ulatign  ef 
Cbinm  compared  with  that  of  England.— Brrtmnu  0/MMMf  entertained  on  thu  Sub- 
^.—Cmpttivtivi  FipidaHm  efa  (%  im  diim  md  m  Ee^attd.'-Famam  m» 

On  the  8th  of  Odober  we  embarked,  for  the  lecond  time,  on 
the  Pei-ho  in  yach^  however,  that  w«e  very  diflTerant  from 
diole  on  which  we  had  afcended  the  river,  being  much  fmaller 
hut  hr«Mder  in  proportion  to  theif  length,  and  fo  fhallow  and 
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flat-bottomed,  that  they  required  little  depth  of  water;  yet  we 
found  them  fufficieatly  commodious.    Of  the  neceflity  of  fuch 
a  change  in  the  accommodation  yachts,  on  account  of  the  low 
ftate  of  the  river,  we  were  fpecdily  convinced,  which,  previous 
to  our  embarkation,  had  been  by  fome  attributed  to  a  different 
caufc.    It  was  fuppofed  that  the  men  in  office  throughout  the 
country,  piqued  at  the  refufal  of  tlie  EmhaQ'ador  to  fubmit  to 
their  degrading  ceremony,  would  not  tail  to  retaliate  the  af&ont 
by  depriving  us  of  every  little  comfort  and  convenience,  and 
by  othcrvvife  rendering  the  long  journey  before  us  extremely 
unpleafant.    The  charadler  of  the  people  at  large  juftified  fuch 
a  conclufion ;  and,  I  believe,  every  individual  had  laid  his  ac- 
count of  meeting  witli  difficulties  and  difagrecable  occurrences 
on  the  journey  to  Canton.    Tn  jufticc,  however,  to  thofe  who 
had  tlie  fuperintendence  of  the  einbalTy,  and  particularly  to  the 
two  mod  worthy  characters  Va/i  and  Cbou^  who  were  more  im- 
mediately coime^lcd  with  its  concerns,  it  is  but  fair  to  obferve 
that  no  attention  was  wanting,  nor  expence  fparcd,  to  render 
our  fituation  as  eafy  and  comfortable  as  pcfli'jlc.    Supplies  of 
every  kind  were  fcnt  on  board  in  the  greatcft  profufiori  and 
with  the  moft  fcrupulous  pundtuality.    And  as  a  fmgular  proof 
of  attention  fhewn  to  us  in  the  commencement  of  this  journey, 
our  condu£lors,  having  obferved  that  we  ufed  milk  with  our 
tea,  had  purchafed  two  fine  cows  in  full  milk,  which  were  put 
on  board  a  yacht  prepared  for  thdr  reception,  for  a  fuppiy  of 
that  article.    And,  it  wu  obfenred,  tluit  whenever  the  chief  of- 
ficers of  the  provinces,  thnmgh  whidi  the  embaiTy  was  to  pafs, 
prepared  an  entertainment  in  honour  of  the  oecafion,  they  had 
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given  themfclvcs  all  poflible  trouble  to  render  It  more  accept- 
able, by  endcavourinir  to  fcrvc  it  up,  as  they  thought,  in  the 
Engliih  ftyle.  In  iomc  ot  iholc  l^ails  we  had  hogs  roaftcd 
whole,  that  could  not  have  weighed  lefs  than  fifty  pounds; 
quarters  €£ mutton,  geefe,  ducks,  and  fowl«  roafted  or  boiled 
ivliotCy  a  mode  of  cookery  altogether  difierent  to  the  pradice 
of  the  country,  which  is  chiefly  confined  to  that  of  ftewing 
finall  morleU  of  meat  with  greens  or  rice.  The  awkward 
manner  in  which  they  were  prepared,  being  generally  burnt 
and  glazed  over  ^th  oil,  was  endtled  to  and  found  an  ample 
escofe  in  the  defire  thus  teftified  of  pleafing. 

From  the  time  that  we  firft  embarlced  in  Auguft  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Pcy-ho,  or  White  River,  until  our  return,  we  experi- 
enced only  a  fin^e  fliower  of  rain*  It  is  obferved,  indeed, 
diat  dorii^  tfie  autumnal  months  the  northern  provinces  en^ 
joy  a  dondleft  iky ;  an  advantage  of  which  they  avail  themrelvea 
iatdualhiag  out  the  different  kinds  of  grain  in  the  field,  thus  faving 
the  labour  of  bearing  it  into  barns  or  piling  it  into  ftacks.  It  it 
liAtet  thrallied  OQtOO  clay  iQoors  with  flails,  fimilar  to  our  own, 
heat  out  of  the  ear  againfl  the  edge  of  a  plank,  or  trodden  by 
OKAOr  bufiaUM.  The  grain  that  we  had  noticed  juft  ilriking 
bUO  the  ear,  on  afcending  the  river,  was  now  generally  reaped. 
It  conHfted  principally  of  tl'.e  different  fpecie?  of  millet,  as  be- 
fore obferved,  and  a  fmall  proportion  of  tlic  polygonum fogops'nim- 
or  buck-wheat.  A  fpecies  of  dolkhus  or  bean,  that  been 
fown  between  the  drilU  of  the  Holcus,  ox  tall  millet,  was  now 
in.  Bower. 

The 
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The  range  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  in  the  province 

of  Pe-tcbe-  Ice,  during  the  month  of  Auguft,  was  from  80°  to 
88**  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  and  during  the  night  it  remained 
generally  al^out  60°  to  640.  In  September,  the  medium  tem- 
perature at  two  o'clock  was  about  76'  ;  and  in  October  about 
6S  but  in  the  latter  month,  ic  decreafed  ia  the  night  ibme* 
times  to  44**. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Pei-bo  a  light  fandy  foil  chiefly 
prevails,  with  a  mixture  of  argillaceous  earth  and  flimy  matter, 
interfpcrfeJ  witli  (hlning  particles  of  mica :  but  not  a  flone  pf 
any  magnitude,  nor  pebbles,  nor  even  gravel  occur  in  the 
whole  extent  of  country  through  which  this  river  is  navigable. 
The  furface,  indeed,  is  To  flat  and  uniform,  that  the  tide, 
which  rifcs  only  nine  or  ten  feet  in  the  gulph  of  Pe-fcbe-  fee; 
flows  to  the  dlftancG  of  thirty  miles  beyond  I'icti-Jhig^  or  one 
hundred  and  ten  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  ;  and  if  fre- 
quently fubmcrgcs  the  whole  country,  notwithftandhig  the 
great  pains  bellowed  by  the  inhabitants  in  raifing  and  keeping 
in  order  artificial  bank?.     Such  inundations,  althoiigh  fre- 
quently the  caufes  of  great  fertility,  are  lomctlmcs  produdlivc 
of  general  calamity,  efpecially  if  they  happen  at  a  feafon  when 
the  crop  is  too  far  advanced.    Thefc  plains  exhibit  the  appear- 
ance of  a  more  than  ordinary  incroachment  of  the  land  upoa 
the  fea.    The  general  level  of 'tSft'face  of  the  country,  at  high 
water,  is  not  more  elevated  than  two  feet  above  the  furface  of 
the  river,  of  which  not  only  the  bed,- hut  attb'die  li&bftratilm 
of  the  encldlhig  fagrnks,  are  compofed  entirely  of  Maut  (and.(iiaiy 
£ur  to  that  od  ttie  &ore  of'  the  fea.  .The  df«{lflft.'|MVL^  tht 
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wide  gnlph  of  Pe-tcbe-lee  cjcceeds  not  twdve  fathoms,  and  the 
.  prodigious  number  of  finall  faodj  iflands,  juft  appearing  above 
the  filifiK«,  axe  laid  to  have  been  created  within  the  xeoords  of 
bifibry.   A-gieat  portion  of  the  enormous  mafs  of  mud  that  !• 
perpetually  wafted  down  the  Ydlow  River,  and  which  was 
found  by  experiment  to  exceed  two  million  folid  feci  in  ai^ 
hour,  is  borne  by  a  ftrong  current  from  the  Yellow  Sea  into 
the  gulph  of  Pe-tchc'letf  where  the  ftillnefs  of  the  water  altowft 
it  to  fubfidc.    In  the  map  of  Marco  Polo,  which  was  mod 
probably  copied  by  him  from  one  in  the  pofleflion  of  Gengis- 
khan,  or  fome  of  the  learned  men  about  his  court,  T'ten-fmg  is 
placed  upon  the  fea  coaft  j  and  a  branch  of  the  Yellow  River, 
•    after  traverfing  the  provinces  Kiang-nan^  Sbang-tung^  and  part 
of  Pc'tcbe-Ue^  in  the  direction  nearly  of  the  prefent  canal,  dif- 
charges  itfclf  into  the  gulph  near  the  Pei-bo.    Were  this  branch 
of  the  river  aftually  turned,  the  rapidity  wnth  which  the  gulph 
q{  Fc-lcbc-Ue  is  filling  up  is  the  lefs  furprifing,  as  the  only 
ftream  to  keep  its  waters  in  motion  at  prefent  is  the  Pei-bo.  It  has 
been  calculated  that,  by  die  fimple  turning  of  the  great  river  that 
fidb  fiom'Winaiidermae-hike,  the  eftuary  of  Moiecombe  Bay» 
which  it  now  croflbi  wouhl,  in  the  natural  conrfe  of  events,  be 
CMmttcd  hn  a  lew  yeaia  into  a  green  meadow.  If  the  above^ 
mentioned  chart  be  oonedl*  it  would  prove  alio  that  the  Mon- 
gol Ttttan  did  aftually  firft  bring  the  grand  navigAtidn'of  China 
to  the  ftate  ia  vriiich  it  now  appears.  " 

lliie  valfbni  phdn  of  CSiina  afoded  little  Intereft  to  the 
Iwveikr.  9ew  tnas  appeared,  except  now  and  then  a  dump 
«f  fiitfiiinNadbgatea^le»  or  the  plantatloiia  contiigiiottt  t» 
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the  dwelling  Tome  officer  of  goverament.  Infuch  fituatioos 
were  alfo  large  elms,  willows,  and  a  Ipecies  of  alh  uoknown  in 
Europe.  There  were  no  hedgerows.  Pkpperty  here  is  ^MdeA 
only  by  narrow  ditches,  ferving  at  the  iame  time  for  dratnt,  or 
by  ridges  of  unploughcd  ground,  as  in  theoommoa  fields  of  Eng- 
land, which  anfwer  the  purpofeof  foot-paths.  Thcfc  ridges 
were  generally  well  covered  with  that  family  of  mnning  trefoil, 
known  hf  the  name  of  MeBbtoit  intermixed  with  a  species  of 
Toa  or  meadow  grafs,  Avautvi  wild  oats,  and  Brixa or  quaUng 
grsfs.  In  the  ditches,  befide  the  common  reed  the  Anmdo pbrt^* 
mUtf  were  growing  two  fpecies  of  Cj^emt^  and  a  Sarpiu  or 
dttb-roih.  None  of  the  artificial  gnfles,  ufoaUy  ib  called,  are 
cuhiyated  hj  the  Gbinefe.  It  is  not  an  ohjed  with  them  to 
fodder  their  cows  for  the  fake  of  obtaining  a  greater  quantity 
of  milk,  this  nntridTe  article  of  food  being  very  fpazin^j  uJed 
other  in  its  raw  fiate  or  In  any  preparation  1  and  they  are 
alher  ignorant  of  the  procefles  d  eonverting  St  into  butter  and 
cheefe,  or,  for  certain  reafons,  prefer  to  employ  the  little  th^ 
make  ufe  of  in  its  original  ftate.  Horfes  are  rarely  kept  for  luic- . 
ury  or  for  labour  ;  and  the  few  animals  employed  in  agticulture, 
which  are  moftly  afles,  mules,  or  buHalos,  fubfill  in  the  winter 
ieafon  on  chaffand  ilraw;  and  their  chief  fupport  in  the  fum- 
mer  is  derived  from  the  ftrong  graiTes  that  grow  in  the  dit(;hes 
and  the  common  reed,  with  which,  in  this  part  of  the  country, 
laige  ttads  of  fwampy  ground  are  covered. 

On  approaching  Tien-Jtngy  we  obferved  fcveral  large  fielifa 
cultivated  with  a  vegetable  called  by  the  Chinefe  the  Pe-tfai^  or 
white  hexbt  apparently  a  fpecies  of  Mrajiea  or  cole ;  though 

infipid 
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lafipld  io  itt  ufte,  bdag  not  naUke  that  of  the  oos-lettuce,  it  is 
held  in  preference  to  tU  other  Tcgetables ;  and  the  eapical  it  moft 
nhondantly  ibpplied  with  it  in  the  fummer  feafon  freih  from  the 
g^urdeni  in  its  vidiiitf  and,  in  the  winter,  falted  and  prepared 
ftmewbat  in  the  fiune  msinner  as  the  Svur^Kretit  of  the  Ger- 
mane. We  obfervcd  alfo  in  the  gardens,  carrots,  turnips,  lilade 
tadiihes,  a  fpccics  of  afparagus,  the  Solanum  Mclongena^  a 
fpcdea  of  fi^jfaH*  or  winter-cherry,  water-melons  and  muik- 
ndonSy  pumpkins  and  cucumbers*'  Onions  and  garlic  were 
common  vegetables  planted  near  every  peafiint's  houfc.  The 
Trapa  or  water-caltrops  grew  in  the  ditches,  the  nuts  of 
which,  with  the  feeds  and  the  roots  of  the  nelinnbium,  gene* 
rally  furniflied  out  cur  defert  ;  to  which,  indeed,  fomctimes 
were  added  tolerably  good  jH'P.rhe?,  dry  fpong;y  apples  not 
unlike  quiin  cs  in  :ippcai\uice,  and  pears  of  an  immenfeiizc  but 
of  a  harlh  and  aufterc  tafte.   .  "    '*    '  * 

However  unfavorable  the  country  miL';ht  be  for  extended 
cultivation,  which  did  not  appear  to  be  the  cafe,  tlic  proximity 
to  the  capital  would  have  led  one  to  expcd  a  correfponding 
population.  Nothing  of  the  kind  appeared  ;  the  vaft  numbers 
we  had  obici  ved  in  aiccnding  the  river  were  drawn  from  the 
diftancc  of  many  miles  out  of  mere  curiofity ;  the  inhabitants 
only  of  the  viciniiy  now  ihcweu  ihcmfclves  ;  and  we  were  rather 
furprizt-xl  a:  the  kwnefs  of  thefe,  as  well  as  at  the  very  ruinous 
and  mikrable  condition  of  almoft  all  the  cottages.  Thefe  mean 
huts  were  built,  fome  of  half-burnt  bracks  and  others  of  clay^ 
and  they  were  dbatcfaed  with  the  ftraw  of.  grain  or  wtth'reed& 
Some  were  endoled  within  wairs  of  mud,  or  with  a  Icind  of  • 
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eomSt  macdng  nude  of  reeds»  or  die  ftalla  of  thie  AcAxr/  forgbm^ 
which  enclofure  geoenllf  coatained  the  fiunilics  of  two  or 
three  genentiona,  the  cattle,  pigs,  poultry ,  and  all  the  living 
creatures  belaof^ng  to  the  eftahliihaient.   The  ChioeTe  have  a 
common  laying,  that  '*  although  there  be  poverty  without 
**  PeUn,  there  is  plenty  within  itt  walls.**   The  appearance^ 
indeed,  of  all  the  pealantry  in  this  province  was  marked  with 
every  indication  of  poverty ;  nor  was  the  condition  much  better 
of  thofe  who  -were  employed  about  the  veiSelB  which  carried 
the  EmbafTador  and  his  train.    With  the  greateft  thankfuinefi 
they  received  the  offids  of  our  :\1!ou'ance  ;  and  the  tea-leaves, 
which  \vc  had  ufcd,  were  fought  at  tor  by  them  with  avidity 
and  boiled  up  for  their  beverage.    A  little  boiled  rice,  or  millet, 
with  a  fev(r  vegetables,  commonly  the  Pe-t/ai,  and  onions  fried 
in  oil,  conftituted  their  principal  meals,  of  which  they  made 
only  two    regular  ones  in  the  day,  one  about  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  tlie  odier  at  four  or  live  in  the  afternoon. 
They  generally  hov(?ever  hud  the  frying-pan  on  the  fire  at  three 
or  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.    T!ie  wine  or  litiuor,  which 
we  received  in  large  jars,  and  which  was  fo  millrably  bad 
as  not  to  be  ukd,  arlordcd  a  great  treat  to  the  poor  people, 
whole  clrcuinllances  feldom  allowLd  tlicm  to  taftc  it.  This 
liquor  is  brewed  Irom  a  mixture  of  rice  and  millet,  and  from 
its  quickly  turning  four  feems  to  have  lutle  ftrength,  ;i:;ci  to 
have  undergone  a  very  imperfeft  degree  of  fermentation.  Their 
loi  wine  is  fddom  nied  except  by  the  upper  daft  of  people 
who,  not  fatisfied  with  the  ftrong  empyreumatie  flavour  com- 
municated in  the  diftillatioUj  drinic  it  boiling  hot  in  the  midft 
of  fummer. 

At 
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At  Tien-S'ni^  our  principal  ^ondu^or  Stm-tu-gw  Imd  pre- 
pared for  us  a  fumptuous  entertainment,  confilluig  of  cxoeUent 
mutton,  porky  venifon,  and  poultry  of  all  kindti  a  great  variety 
of  coofi^^onary,  of  firuits  then  in  ieafon,  peaches,  plumba^ 
'  grapes,  chefiiuts,  walnttU,'and  water^caltrops.  We  very  (boo. 
found  indeed  that  we  were  treated  with  more  Audied  attentioot 
witli  a  more  marked  dlftiudion,  and  with  lefs  condraint,  than 
when  we  afccnded  the  river.  Our  dignified  conduftor  made  no 
difliculty  in  allowing  us  to  walk  on  flicre  as  much  as  wc  pleafed  ; 
but  recommended  us  not  to  quit  the  banks  ot  tlic  ilvcr  for  fear 
of  retarding  the  yachts  or  of  being  left  behind.  He  hinted  To 
us,  at  the  fame  time,  tliat  the  officers  V^an  and  Cbcu  wc  uM  be 
refponfible  at  court  tor  any  accident  that  might  happen  to  us, 
fo  long  as  we  were  under  the  protedion  of  the  Emperor. 

In  paffing  Tien-Sing  we  found  confiderable  difficulty  in 
getting  our  fleet  through  the  iramenfc  crowds  of  (hipping  of 
every  defcription  that  were  collcdlcd  there  to  remain  for  the 
winter;  among  which  were  about  live  hundred  of  the  Em- 
peror's revenue  veflels  with  grain  for  the  capital.  The  Eti-ho^ 
or  precioui  riTer,  called  alfo  the  Tun-ltang-bo^  or  river  upon 
which  gnun  is  trao^orted,  ftUbg  liom  the  weftward,  forms, 
at  the  head  of  thia  city,  n  eonflaenee  with  the  Fd^,  Om 
hargea  were  at  leaft  four  hoon  in  getting  through  the  multitude 
of  veflels  that  were  moored,  for  their  wioter-quarten,  in  thia 
finaU  river;  which,  hovrever,  is  rendered  important  by  its  com- 
mitnirarion  vnih  the  grand  adifidal  eanal. 
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Having  pafled  the  fleet  of  fliipping  and  the  fuburbs,  a  plain 
extending  beyond  the  reach  of  (ight  opened  out  on  the  left  of 
the  river,  upon  which  virere  obierved  many  thoufands  of  fmall 
fandy  tumuli,  dTa  conical  form,  refembling  thofe  hillocks  which 
in  myriads  are  thrown  up  on  the  continent  of  Africa  by  the 
Termites^  or  white  ants.    In  feveral  parts  of  this  plain  were 
fmall  buildings,  in  the  form  of  dwelling-houfeSi  but  not  ex- 
ceeding four  or  five  feet  in  height;  in  other  places  were  circo- 
lar,  femicircular,  and  fquare  enclofures  of  ftonework,  and  here 
and  there  were  interfperfed  fmall  pillars  of  (lone  os  brick  and 
other  eredions  of  every  variety  of  form.    I  his  was  the  firft 
common  burying-ground  that  we  had  obferved,  except  a  very 
fmall  one  at  Tong  tcboo ;  and  the  tumuli  and  the  di&rent 
eredions  marked  out  the  manfions  of  the  dead.    In  many  parts 
of  this  extenfive  enclofure  we  met  with  maify  cofBns  lyii^ 
upon  the  furface,  fome  new,  others  newly  painted,  but  none  ia 
a  mouldering  flate.    It  was  explained  to  us,  by  our  interpreter, 
that  fomc  of  thefe  coffins  had  been  depofitcd  there,  until  the 
proper  advice  fhould  be  obtained  from  the  pricfl:  or  the  oracle 
confultcd,  or  from  calling  lots,  as  to  the  moft  propitious  place 
of  interment,  and  the  mod  favourable  day  for  performing  the 
obfequies ;  fome  were  placed  there  till  the  pecuniary  circum- 
ftances  of  the  furviving  relatives  would  enable  them  to  beftow  a 
fuitable  interment,  and  others  were  left  to  dry  and  moulder,  to 
a  certain  degree,  in  order  to  be  burnt  and  the  aflbes  coUeded 
and  put  into  done  jars  or  other  receptacles*.   On  no  occafion 

do 

*  Piniiii  a  ptiftge  in  ^  muuiicrlpt  jomnal  of  a  CluiwIV  vko  aeeoinpMfcd 
Dutch  embaf^  it  trouM  a^esr,  Aat  the  axt  of  ooMnifaif  iSba  dtaA  «as  onca 
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io  the  Chlncfc  bury  their  dead  within  the  precinds  of  a  city  or 
town,  much  lels  within  the  walls  of  their  temples  ;  but  always 
depofit  them  at  a  proper  dlftancc  from  the  dwellings  of  the 
living,  in  which  refpecl  they  have  more  dlfcretion  tlian  the 
Europeans  j  who  not  only  allow  the  interment  of  dead  bodies 
in  the  midil  of  their  populous  cities,  but  have  thrufl  them  alfo 
into  places  of  public  worihip,  where  crowded  congregations 
•re  conftantly  expofed  to  the  naufeous  efi9uvia,  and  perhaps 
infedlion,  ariling  from  putrid  carcafes.  Yet  fo  tenacious  are 
the  people  of  the  privilege  of  interment  within  the  walls  cf  the 
church,  in  fome  countries  of  Europe,  that  any  attempt  to  dif- 
cominuc  the  imprudent  cuftom  would  be  attended  with  fome 
xiegree  of  danger,  as  happened  to  the  late  GnnA  Duke  of  Tu£> 
€Ukj  who,  having  built  t  comwodfawn  and  Ipadoiii  eemeterj 
mldtnt  the  <itf  of  Hoicaee,  to  wliieh  It  was  ioteadcd  to 
xcBBOve  die/cflffiis  out  af  the  vaulta  oC  the  chonh,  bad 
jBCBiij laiftd  aichelUoa among hia  fiibjeOib  In  Rtadei^t  tout 
dkfoi^  Gcraumf •  an  tnftance  ia  fgntm  of  the  fatal  efiOa  of 
hiMPyinglnchiiiihci,  thctdaiionof  whieh  makea  one  Ihudder 


The  hai^  of  Hhe  wwr,  habg  one  of  the  cnetbffog  feneca  t» 
•ahe  bniTing-gmund,  was  ornamented  with  beautiful  weeping 
wlHowa  whieh,  widiaiewlbliiaiycjpiticaintei^pcriedaoioi^ 


\      pnABM  Ib     tsfuujm       cMfcwtt^  (ftsi  aft  AmirK^  dktv^lMi  \ 

Bihabitcd  by  a  number  of  prwfts,  wbo  llicv  the  body  of  a  very  ancient 
Wnxe,  prepared  in  foch  a  iiianiier»  and  filled  villi  fMcb  tngrcdicnts,  tbat  it  docs  not 
decay*  bttt  raaaias  fcricAIjr  tatixt.   He  a  drtibd  in  bit  Bobw  of  wrraioay,  and  ta 
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the  tombB,  were  tlie  qbSj  trees  that  appearql  in  tfats  pan  of  the 
oountiy* 

In  t  eorner  of  lihe  cemetery  was  a  temple,  bollt  after  the 
ufual  plan,  widi  an  altar  in  the  easier  $  and  aniiniber  of  deiiiei 
moulded  in  day  were  tanged  on  eaifh  fide  on*  Hone  pedeftalfc 
We  obfenred  no  priefts;  but  an  ddeiiy  lady  was  Tery  bufily 
employed  in  throwing  the  ftickt  of  &te,  in  order  to  obtain  m 
luclcy  number  in  which,  however,  flie  fiuled.  Doling  the 
operadoD  of  (haking  tlie  C19,  her  countenance  beciayed  a  greater 
degree  of  eagemeli  and  anxiety  than  ufoally  appeals  00  tlic 
hcc  of  a  Cbmefe;  and  Ihe  left  the  temple  in  a  peevidi  and 
muttering  tone,  fufficiently  ezpieflive  of  the  grcatnefi  of  her 
dtiappointment  which,  it  feemed,  was  no  left  than  a  reftiial,  on 
the  part  of  the  oracle,  to  hold  out  the  hope  of  her  beiz^  blefled 
with  a  fecond  hufband.  Till  this  circumftance  bad  been  ex« 
plained  to  us  by  the  keeper  of  the  temple,  it  was  concluded  that 
the  old  lady  had  been  muttering  imprecadoos  againft  US  for  dii^ 
turbing  her  in  the  midft  of  her  devotioos. 

After  two  days'  fail  from  Tien-ftng  we  arrived  at  a  city  of  the 
durd  order*  called  Tcbien-Jhien.  The  furface  of  the  inter* 
jacent  country  had  continued  the  fame  uniform  plain,  without  a 
pebble  in  the  foil :  the  extent  of  cultivation  by  no  means  extraor- 
^nary ;  and  the  few  fcattered  villages  of  mean  houfes  indicated 

*  For  tbe  cooTeaMocc  of  collcAuig  and  diftributiag  the  taxes  railed  in  luod.  the 
diftriai,  and  cidcs  witMfi  theoii  arc  divUed  Into  ducc  daflbi,  dJBqgoUbed  bf  ttis 
adjtui A*  /oo.  tchoo,  Jintn.  ThtJKm  is  aahmatik  to  dw  Unlit/  tbe  irfw  to  At  fitt 
aad  the>b«  t«  dtt  board  of  fCfvaiw  u>  the  capitaL 
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no  great  degree  of  population ;  the  dwellings  that  floated  on  the 
water  were  numerous  and  crowded  with  inhabitants.  We  ob- 
ferved  feveral  plots  of  young  wheat  rifing  in  drills  a  few  inches 
above  the  ground.  Buck-wheat  was  in  full  flower  and  feveral 
plantations  of  the  cotton  plant,  gojfypium  berbaceum^  were  in 
pod,  fome  of  them  perfeQly  ripe.  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  on 
the  14th,  ijih,  and  16th  of  this  month  ftood  at  52°  and  53*^ 
in  the  morning,  and  about  70°  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

On  the  17th,  bcfide  a  great  number  of  towns,  villages  and 
military  pofts,  which  are  regularly  placed  at  intervals  of  about 
three  miles,  we  pafl"ed  two  cities  of  the  third  order,  one  of 
which,  from  the  length  of  its  walls,  appeared  to  be  of  very 
conHderable  importance.  No  true  idea,  however,  can  be  form- 
ed of  the  population  and  magnitude  of  a  Chinefe  city  by  the  ex- 
tent of  its  enclofmg  walls.  Few  are  without  large  patches  of 
unoccupied  ground  within  them  which,  in  many  inftances,  far 
exceeds  the  quantity  of  land  that  is  built  upon.  Even  in  that 
part  of  the  capital  called  the  Chinefe  city,  feveral  hundred  acres 
are  under  cultivation.  The  Imperial  city,  containing  the 
palace  and  buildings  for  the  officers  of  ftate,  the  eunuchs  and 
artificers,  occupies  very  nearly  a  fquare  mile,  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  which  is  a  kind  of  park  and  pleafure  grounds ;  and 
under  the  north  wall  of  the  Tartar  city  there  is  a  pond  or 
fwamp  covered  almoft  with  the  Nelumbium,  which  appeared  to 
be  fully  twice  the  dimenfions  of  Lincoln' s-Inn-Fields,  or  four 
times  their  fpace,  namely  near  fifty  acres.  Such  fpaces  of 
unoccupied  ground  might  perhaps  have  been  referved  for  the 
ufe  of  the  inhabitants  in  cafe  of  fiege,  as  the  means  of  fupply- 
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ing  a  few  vegetables  of  the  pungent  kind,  as  onions  and  garlic,  for  - 
the  beficgcd,  which  are  the  more  neceflary  for  a  people  who 
ufe  fo  fmall  a  portion  of  animal  food,  and  little  or  no  milk. 
Thus  the  cities  of  Babylon  and  Nineveh,  which  were  fo  fre- 
quently expoieci  to  the  calamities  of  war  and  (iegje,,  gftr- 
dens  and  corn-lands  withia  their  walls. 

On  the  1 8th  we  paflTed  two  cities  and  a  great  number  of 
towns  and  villages.    The  face  of  the  country  ftill  level  and  en- 
tirely open ;  not  a  hedge-row  appearing  on  any  fide  and  very 
few  trees.    Aimed  all  the  veiTels  that  we  met  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day  were  laden  with  iacki  of  cotton  wool.   This  htang 
the  night  of  full  moon,  we  were  allowed  to  enjoy  very  little 
reft.   The  obfenrance  of  the  afual  ceremoBiea»  which.  confiH  ' 
of  firing  their  finall  petarda,  beating  at  intervals  the  noify 
gong,  faarfli .  iquaUing  mufic  and  fire-works,  required  that 
our  Tcflfels  fhottld  remain  ftadonary,  and  thefe  no&umal 
oigies  ceafed  only  with  the  appearance  of  the  fun.  There 
was,  however,  another  caufe  (tf  detendon  at  this  place.  In 
failing  ^;aunft  the  ftream  of  the  Eu-he,  it  was  neceflary  the 
barges  ihould  be  tracked  by  men  and  thefe  men  were  to  be 
prefled  or  forced  into  this  laborious  fervice  from  the  villages- 
bordering  upon  the  river.    The  ufual  way  of  doing  this  wa* 
to  fend  out  the  foldiers  or  attendants  of  th  e  ciHcera  before  the  ' 
velFels,  in  the  dulk  of  the  evening,  to  take  the  poor  wretches^ 
by  furprize  in  their  beds.    But  the  ceremony  of  the  full  moon,, 
by  retarding  their  ufual  hour  of  retiring  to  reil,  had  put  them  , 
cm  thdr  guard ;  and,  on  the  approach  of  the  emiflaries  of  go- 
vernment, att  that  were  liable  to  be  preiTed  into  this  fervice  had 
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mbfooiidedf  fo  fhat,  la  addition  to  the  Doife  of  the  gongs  and 
tlie  trampets  and  crackers,  our  eats  were  frequently  alTaHcd  by 
the  cries  and  lamentations  of  perfons  under  the  puaifliment  of 
the  bamboo  or  the  whip,  for  claiming  their  exemption  from 
joining  the  yachts  and  afting  as  trackers.  When  the  groupe 
that  liad  heen  colleded  for  this  purpofe  was  brought  together 
in  tiic  morning,  It  was  impolTible  not  to  regard  it  with  an 
eye  of  pity.  Moft  of  tiiem  coafifted  of  infirm  aritl  decrepit  old 
men,  and  the  reft  were  fuch  lank^  fickly-looking,  ill-clotbed 
eretttires,  that  the  whole  groupe  appeared  to  be  much  fitter  for 
to  holjpital  tban  for  perlbnAing  any  kind  of  bteur.  Our  com- 
{Mmions  pretended  to  fay  that  every  farmer,  who  rented  Itnda. 
«pon  the  piMc  riveit  or  omals,  was  obliged,  by  the  tenune  on 
^dihehcldhitleaie»  tofiirailh  iacb  a  auttber  ef  aai  t* 
tnckthe^eflebtathe  ferticecf  jfOfenuacBt  wheneftr  St  laigiit 
herequireds  bntthat,  oithe  pfdent  hdng  an  extndrdhuury 
oocafioa,  theyhadiefiilfedtopiiydiem,  thejr  called  ii«  m» 
handfome  ttanncr,  which  wia.at  the  nte  of  fiwiethiagle&than 
fevea-penee  a-day,  without  any  allowance  for  returdng  to  tfidr 
homeas  4  price  for  labour  which  bore  no  ibrt  of  proponion  to 
that  of  the  oeceflaries  of  life ;  and  it  waa  efea  doubtful  if  thia 
pittance  waa  ever  paid  to  then. 

Having  cleared  the  fleet  of  ihipping  that  waa  afTembled  at 
this  place,  a  favourable  brecie  relieved  our  invalida  and 
rendered  their  flender  exertions  unnecelfary  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  day,  in  the  courfe  of  which  we  entered  the  provance  of 
Shafi-tiirtg.  In  this  province  nothing  worthy  of  notice  occurred 
until  the  aad^  when  we  quitted  the  ^'bo  and  turning  towards 
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die  fouth  entered  the  grand  canal,  out  of  which  we  obferved 
a  gentle  current  flowing  into  the  river.  At  this  point  of  junc- 
tion the  pagoda  of  iM-t/nty  an  oOagooal  pyramid,  was  e reded, 
perhaps  as  a  monument  of  this  great  and  ufeful  undertaking, 
«rbtcb»  howerer^  in  its  prefent  (late,  apparently  had  not  flood 
nuny  ages.  In  the  hope  of  finding  witbia  it  fome  iofcriptioo, 
that  might  point  out  its  defignation,  we  mounted  with  fome 
difficulty  upon  the  firft  of  its  nine  flagcs  or  roofs  (for  the  little 
door  on  a  level  with  the  ground  was  walled  up  with  bricks) 
but  it  contained  only  the  bare  walls,  not  even  a  ftair-cafe  re- 
mained nor  any  pofTible  means  of  afcending  to  the  top,  and 
the  lower  part  was  choaked  up  with  rubbifh.  Thefe  pagodas 
(or  as  the  Chinefe  name  them  To)  that  fo  frequently  occur  in 
the  country,  feem  to  be  intended  only  as  embellilhments  to- 
particular  grounds,  or  obJe(fls  to  terminate  viftas  or  profpefls. 
Sometimes,  it  is  true,  they  appear  as  appendages  to  temples,  but 
are  never  appropriated  for  the  purpofcs  of  facred  worfhip. 
Whatever  their  intention  might  have  been,  It  (hould  feein  the 
rage  of  building  them  no  longer  ex-ifts,  not  one  of  a  late  erec- 
tion having  appeared  in  the  whofe  country,  and  more  than  two* 
thirds  of  thofie  we  faw  being  in  ruins. 

At  the  jundLon  of  the  canal  with  the  Ey-bo  there  was  no- 
lock  nor  flood-gate ;  the  gentle  current  of  the  former  was  in>- 
terrupted  only  from  place  to  place,  by  loofe  planks  let  down 
in  grooves  cut  in  flone  piers.  Tliele  dams  fcldom  occafioned 
tbe  difference  of  a  foot  in  the  level  of  the  water ;  and  at  each- 
was  a  guard-houfe  with  double  the  ufual  number  of  foldiers 
ftationed,  to  aflifl  in  drawing  up  or  letting  dovm  tbe  plaxUc8>. 
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as  occafion  might  require.  The  canal,  which  at  the  commence- 
ment was  from  fixty  to  one  hundred  feet  in  width,  was  con- 
traded  at  fuch  places  by  the  ftone  piers  of  the  flood-gates  to 
about  thirty  feet. 

Towards  the  evening  of  the  2jd,  as  we  approached  the  city 
Tofig-tcbang-foo^  we  were  much  amufed  with  a  military  ma- 
ncEuvre,  which  was  evidently  intended  to  aftonifh  us.  Under 
the  walls  of  this  city  about  three  hundred  foldiers  were  drawn 
out  in  a  line,  which,  however,  the  darknefs  of  the  night  had 
rendered  invifible.  But  juft  as  we  were  coming  to  anchor, 
each  foldicr,  at  the  found  of  the  gong,  produced  from  under  his 
cloak  a  fplendid  lantern  with  which  he  went  through  a  regular 
manual  exercife.  The  following  morning  we  obfcrved,  for 
the  firft  time,  a  few  hillocks  breaking  the  line  of  the  horizon 
to  the  eaftward.  The  country  appeared  to  be  in  a  tolerable 
ftate  of  cultivation  ;  but  the  mode  of  tillage  exhibited  no  extra- 
ordinary degree  of  Ikill  or  of  labour.  Villages  of  confiderable 
extent  were  ereded  along  the  banks  of  the  canal,  at  inter- 
vals of  about  three  miles  from  each  other ;  and,  in  the  gar- 
dens contiguous  to  thcfe,  grew  in  abundance  the  tobacco 
plant  whofe  leaves  were  fmall,  hairy,  and  vifcous,  and  the 
flowers  of  which  were  of  a  greenifli  yellow  pafllng  into  a  faint 
rofe  colour  at  the  edges  of  the  petals.  We  obferved  alfo  fmall 
patches  of  hemp.  A  greater  ufe  is  made  of  the  feeds  and  leaflets 
of  this  plant,  as  a  fubflitute  for  or  to  mix  with  tobacco,  than 
of  its  fibres  for  cloth,  a  purpofe  to  which  it  is  as  rarely  con- 
verted by  the  Chinefe  as  by  the  Hindoos,  being  Utile  eftcemed 
for  thofi:  valuable  ufes  to  which,  fmcc  its  introdudion  into  Eu- 
rope, 
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rope,  it  has  been  applied.  The  number  of  lateral  brandies, 
which  In  a  warm  climate  each  ftem  throws  out  dofe  abore  the 
.furface  of  the  ground,  breaks  the  length  of  fibre  and  renders  ic 
unfit  for  thofc  purpofes  for  which,  in  the  northern  regions  of 
'Europe,  its  tall  branchle&  ftem  is  To  well  adapted.  The  (ow 
thiftiet  a  plant  that  occurs  In  almod  every  part  of  the  world, 
was  nothing  different  here  from  its  ufual  habit  in  Europe*  We 
obferved  alfo  a  fpecies  of  CbenopoJium  and  oijfrtem^/la  or  vform^ 
wood  ;  abundance  of  the  Pe-tfai^  and  other  common  culinarjr 
vegetables.  In  the  finall  flower  garden*,  without  which  we 
icarcely  ohfcrvcd  a  finglc  cottage,  were  balfams,  feveral  lands 
of  beautiful  afters,  holy-hocks,  two  fpecies  of  ALihiiy  an  ^ma- 
ranibiu^  and  the  ihowy  and  handfome  ihrub  the  Ntrhtm  Oh" 

Having  paffed  on  the  26th  0<3ober  the  walls  of  the  city 
Tj^Mvij!^,  where  a  jnultltude  of  fmall  craft  were  lying  at  anchor, 

we  came  to  an  extenfive  lake  of  the  fame  name,  navigated  by 
a  great  number  of  failing  boats.  From  the  call  fide  of  this  lake 
the  canal  was  feparated  only  by  an  immenfe  mound  of  cartli. 
To  the  weftward  the  whole  country,  beyond  the  reach  of  fight, 

was  cne  continued  fwamp  or  mor;ii8,  upon  which  were  intcr- 
fperied  pools  or  ponds  of  water  abounding  witli  tlic  nelum- 
bium,  at  this  time  in  full  flower.  The  inorafs  licing  fcvcral 
feet  below  the  lurface  of  the  water  in  the  canal  aflordcd  the 
means  of  regulating  the  quantity  ;  and,  accordingly,  at  certain 
diflances,  we  obferved  ftone  arches  turned  in  the  earthen  em- 
bankment to  let  off  the  fuperfluous  water  that  might  be  ccca- 
fioned  by  the  fweiling  of  the  feeding  rivers.    About  this  place 
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alfo,  it  was  remarked,  that  the  bed  of  the  canal  was  carried  in  a 
line  Co  nearly  horizontal,  that  the  water  had  a  gentle  current 
either  to  the  northward  or  the  fouthward,  according  as  thefe 
fluices  were  kept  (hut  or  thrown  open  $  this  line  being  afcer- 
tatned,  perhaps,  rather  by  the  furfacc  of  the  lake  than  by  the 
al&ftance  of  inftmments ;  for  it  was  fufficiendy  remarkable,  that 
no  opportunity  had  been  omitted  in  carrying  this  great  work 
along  the  fide,  or  through  the  middle,  of  lakes  or  other  pools  of 
water  wherever  it  could  be  done. 

The  nature  of  the  country  admitted  of  fuch  management  for 
diree  days*  journey,  or  about  eighty  miles  from  Sj/Se-mi^,  The 
whole  of  this  extenliTe  plain  confifted  in  lakes  or  fwampy 
ground  half  corered  with  water.  On  the  former  were  conftan^ 
]y  leen  moying  about  veflels  with  fails  and  hosts  of  every  de- 
fcription,  conveying  an  animated  pi€lure  of  adivity,  indufiry, 
and  commerce.   Almoft  aU  the  lakes  were  (Lndded  with  iflands 
and  theie  [were  covered  vdth  villages,  that  were  chiefly  inha* 
Inted  by  fiOiermen.   Here,  for  die  firft  time,  we  oUerved  the 
Lohimi  or  fiihmg  corvorant,  the  PeUcamu  Smenfat  diving  after 
the  finny  tribe  and  feemingly  no  left  anxious  than  its  matter 
to  take  them.   This  bird  is  fo  like  another  fpedes  of  the  pelican, 
called  the  Carbo  or  common  corvorant  which  in  England,  as 
naturallfts  inform  us,  was  formerly  trained  for  fifliing,  that  it  has 
ufually  been  confidered  the  iame,  but  from  feveral  fpecimens 
brought  home  with  us  it  appears  to  be  a  difierent  Tpecies.  The 
ufual  practice  is  to  take  ten  or  twelve  of  thefe  birds,  in  the 
morning  when  fading,  upon  a  raft  of  bamboo  poles  lafhed  to- 
gether, and  to  let  one  or  two  at  moft  at  a  time  dive  for  fifh. 
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which  are  taken  from  them  the  moment  they  bring  them  to  the 
furfacc.  Thefc  birds,  not  much  larger  than  the  common  duck, 
will  feize  and  gripe  faft  fiilies  that  are  not  lefs  than  their  own 
weight.  When  the  proprietor  judges  the  firfl  pair  to  he  pretty 
well  fatigued,  they  are  fuffered  to  feed  by  way  of  encourage- 
ment on  fome  of  the  hlh  they  have  taken,  and  a  fccnnci  pair 
are  difpatchcd  upon  the  water.  The  fifli  we  obfcrvcd  them  to 
take  was  a  fpecics  of  perch.  In  the  courfe  of  three  days'  navi- 
gation, we  faw  feveral  thoufand  boats  and  rafts  employed  in  this 
kind  of  fiihing. 

Except  on  the  water  and  tlic  iilands,  the  whole  of  the 
fwanipy  country  might  be  faid  to  be  uninhabited  and  totally 
void  of  any  kind  of  cultivation.  Sometimes,  indeed,  a  few  mi- 
ferable  mud  huts  appeared  on  the  fmall  hillocks  that  here  and 
there  raifed  their  heads  out  of  the  dreary  wafte  of  morafs  ;  but 
the  chief  inhabitants  were  cranes,  herons,  guillemots  and  a  vaft 
variety  of  other  kinds  of  birds  that  frequent  the  waters  and 
fwamps.  Here  too  are  great  numbers  of  that  fingularand  beau-> 
tiful  bird,  the  yinas  GalcrLulata,  ufunily  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Mandarin  duck  which,  like  the  gold  and  filver  fiflies, 
is  caught  and  reared  as  an  article  of  falc  to  the  opulent  and  curi- 
ous. The  great  extent  of  water  had  a  lenfible  effed:  on  the  tem- 
perature of  the  air,  efpecially  in  the  mornings  and  evenings, 
when  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  was  fomctimcs  below  40°. 

Having  paffed  the  lakes  and  fwamps,  we  entered  fuddenly, 
on  the  3 1  ft,  upon  a  moft  delightful  part  of  the  country,  crowded 
with  temples  and  villages  and  towns  and  cities,  near  all  of 
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which,  and  on  every  part  of  the  canal,  were  vaft  numbers  of 
the  revenue  velTch,  colleding  tlie  furplus  taxes  paid  in  kind, 
in  order  to  tranfijort  liicin  to  the  cajiital.    Wheat  and  cotton  ap- 
peared to  be  the  two  principal  articles  of  culture.    The  lurfacc 
of  the  country  was  now  broken  into  hill  and  dale,  every  inch 
appeared  to  be  under  tillage,  except  the  fummit  of  the  knolls, 
wliich  were  generally  crowned  with  forell  trees,  and  few  of 
the  detached  houfes  or  temples  were  without  cxtenfivc  gar- 
dens and  orchards.    Apples,  pears,  plums,  petches,  apricott 
and  pomgraaates,  were  tlw  common  kiwi*  of  frutc,  and  the 
culinary  vegeubles  were  the  fame  as  diofe  of  Pe-tdfe-he, 
The  canal  at  thia  place  is,  perhaps,  the  grandcft  inland  navi* 
g^ttion  in  the  whole  world,  being  neul/'a  thoafand  feet  in 
widdi  and  bordered  on  each  fide  by  ftonc  quays,  built  with 
mafly  blocks  of  grey  mazble  mixed  with  othen  of  granite  {  and 
tlua  immenfe  aquedu£^  although  Ibited  up  rereral  feet  above  * 
lihe  foi&ce  of  the  country  by  embfuikmenta  thrown  up  by  the 
labour  of  man,  flowed  with  a  current  of  three  milee  an  hour  near- 
ly towards  the  Ydlow  River,  to  which  we  perceived  we  were 
frft  approaching,  by  the  buftle  and  adivity  both  on  ihore  and 
on  the  numberiefi  cana|s  that  bianefaed  out  iu  every  direftion 
'from  the  main  trunk{  on  whole  bankvfbr  ieveial  miles  on 
dther  fide,  one  cootinued  town  extended  to  the  pobt  of  jnoo- 
lioa  with  thia  huge  liver,  celebrated  Ui  every  period  of  the 
Cbineft  hiftory.   A  village  was  paiticdady  pointed  out  by  the 
bargemen,  whofe  name  was  derived  from  a  miracle,  which  is 
moft  fibcredly  believed  by  the  Cbinele.    Tradition  iays,  that 
the&moosaftrDnomer  Heu  wu  carried  up  to  Heaven  in  his 

I  >ottfe. 


biyiiized  by  Googi 


TRAVELS  IN  CHINA; 


hottfe,  which  ftood  at  thU  place,  leaving  behind  him  in  old 
iaithful  fervant  who,  being  thus  deprived  of  his  mafter  and 
hit  habitation,  was  reduced  to  beggary ;  but  happening  by  ao. 
ctdent  to  throw  t  little  prepared  rice  into  the  ground,  it  imme' 
dtately  grew  and  produced  grain  without  chaff  for  his  fufteno 
ance ;  from  whence  the  place  it  called  SoMKeCf  riee  growing, 
ready  di  cjed^  to  this  day.  . 

Before  cur  barges  launched  Into  the  (Iream  of  the  Yellow 
River,  which  rolled  in  a  very  rapid  torrent,  certain  cere- 
montea  were  conceived  to  be  indifpenlably  neceHary.  In  the 
pra<!iical  part  of  religion  (which  indeed  may  be  conlidered  as 
nearly  the  whole)  a  Qiinefe  is  not  left  folicitous  to  avert  a  pof> 
fible  evil,  than  to  procure  an  eventual  good ;  and  of  all  evilt 
perlbnal  danger  it  moft  apprehended.  It  was  therefore  deemed 
expedient,  tluu  an  oblation  (hould  be  made  in  every  veflel 
of  the  fleet  to  the  genius  of  the  river.  The  animals  that  wef« 
lacriliced,  on  this  occafion,  were  di£&rent  in  diflerent  yachts, 
but  they  generally  confided  of  a  fowl  or  a  pig,  two  animals  tb«t 
were  very  common  in  Grecian  facriSccs.  The  blood,  wiUi  the 
feathers  and  the  hair,  was  daubed  upon  the  principal  parts  of 
the  veflTel.  On  the  forecaftle  of  fome  were  placed  cups  of  wine» 
oil  and  fait ;  in  others,  lea,  flour  and  fait  \  and  in  others,  (»l, 
rice  and  £dt*  The  laft  article  appears  to  be  thought  by  the 
Qiinef^  as  well  as  by  the  Hebrews,  a  neceflary  accompani- 
ment to  every  lacrifice.  "  Every  oblation  of  thy  meat-offer- 
"  ing  fhalc  thou  fcafon  with  fait :  neither  (halt  thou  fuifer  the 
"  fait  of  the  Covenant  of  thy  God  to  be  lacking  from  thy  meiO' 
**  oflMig."    As,  however,  the  high  pricft  and  hit  fiienda 
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'were  to  fcaft  on  thofe  parts  of  the  meat-offering,  which  were 
confidered  as  unworthy  the  acceptance  of  heaven,  which  parts, 
by  the  way,  w^ere  always  the  bed  of  the  victim,  one  might, 
perhaps,  affign  a  reafon  for  the  ftrong  injundlion  of  offering  fait, 
this  being  a  fcarce  article  in  many  countries  of  the  Eaft  and  the 
beft  prefervative  of  meat  againll  putrcfa^lion  *. 

The  cups,  the  flaughtcred  animal  and  feveral  made-di(he9 
remained  on  the  forccaftlc,  the  Captain  (landing  over  them  on 
one  fide  and  a  man  with  a  gong  in  his  hand  on  the  other.  Oa 
approaching  the  rapid  part  of  the  ftream,  at  the  fignal  given  by 
the  gong,  the  Captain  took  up  the  cups  one  by  one,  in  order 
that,  like  the  Greeks  of  old,  he  might  "  perform  the  rites  and 
"  pour  the  ruddy  wine  which  he  did  by  throwing  their  con- 
tents over  the  bow  of  the  vcflTel  into  the  river.  The  libation  per- 
formed, a  quantity  of  crackers  and  fquibs  and  gilt  tin  foil  were 
burnt,  with  uplifted  hands,  whilfl  the  deep-founding  gong  was 
inceffanily  ftruck  with  increafing  violence  as  the  veffels  were 
Iwept  along  with  the  current.  The  vidtira  and  the  other  difhes 
were  then  removed  for  the  ufc  of  the  Captain  and  crew,  and 
the  ceremony  ended  by  three  genuflexions  and  as  many 
proilratioas.  The  Emperor  is  never  fatisiied  with  Icfs  than 
nine. 

•  The  Far  rt  mica  fa&$  were  parts  of  moft  of  the  Roman  facrifices,  and  fait,  m 
particular,  was  held  in  fuch  veneration,  and  in  fuch  general  ufc,  that  when  an^  out 
obtained  a  ialary  or  penfion,  he  was  faid  to  have  got  his  Smiarium,  or  foraething  to 
procure  his  fait,  in  the  fame  fenfe,  as  we  fay,  to  get  one's  bread  ;  and  a  common  ex* 
prefiioD  in  India,  denoting  ferrice,  is,  /  eai  tie  fall  of  futb  a  one ;  and  the  Dutch 
in  fpeaking  of  a  dependent  fay,  be  owa  hit  fait  to  fuh  a  one.  lliefi:  coincidences 
of  opinion,  or  cuflom,  among  remote  nations,  however  difficuJt  they  may  be  to  ex« 
plaiCt  are  acverthcJcfs  extrenuly  interefling  and  are  on  that  account  here  noticed. 

Our 
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Our  fleet  confided  of  about  thirty  fail,  and  from  each  veHel 
tbere  proceeded,  on  its  launching  Into  the  dream,  fuch  a  dm 
of  gongs  and  crackers  and  fuch  volumes  of  fmoke  from  the 
burot  offerings,  that  the  doXJ  of  the  river  muft  have  been  in  a 
▼ery  furly  humour  if  he  was  not  pleafed  with  fuch  a  multitude 
of  oblations.  The  fafe  arrival,  on  the  oppofitc  bank,  of  the 
vrhole  fquadron  was  a  proof  oi  his  having  accepted  the  ho- 
mage, and  accordingly  he  was  again  addreffed  in  a  volley  of 
crackers  as  a  token  of  thaaks  for  his  propitious  and  friendly 
aid* 

The  width  of  the  mer  at  this  place  was  full  three  <|uarten 
of  a  mile ;  and  tji»<ibeam,  where  ftrong^,  ran  mth  the  rapi* 
dity  of  feven  or  eight  miles  an  honr;-^ and  the  water  was  as 
thick  and  muddy  as  if  the  heavieft  torrents  of  rain  had  joft  de-. 
icended,  whereas,  in  fa€fc>  there  had  not  fidten  a  diower  for  many 
months. 

The  length  of  that  part  of  the  canal  which  lies  between  the 
Eit'h9  and  the  Tdlow  River,  and  which  we  had  now  failed 
over,  b  about  two  hundred  Eog^ifli  miles.  The  natural  flope 
of  the  country  being  from  North  to  South,  the  projeOors  of 
diM  woik  ieem  to  have  fixed  upon  the  middle  point,  or  nearly 
lb,  between  theie  two  rivers  for  the  commencement  of  their 
opcraUoBs :  fo  that  from  this  middle  point  to  the  northward, 
or  lifiog  part  of  the  country,  they  have  been  under  the  neee^ 
fity,  in  order  to  preserve  their  level,  of  cutting  down  to  the 
depth  of  thirty,  forty,  and  even  to  leventy  ftet,  below  the  fur- 
fitte ;  whilft  from  the  iame  point  to  the  fiiudtward,  or  defisend* 
iagpart  of  the  country,  they  have  beep  obKged  to  force  up  the- 
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water  between  immenfe  banks  of  earth  and  ftone,  far  above  the 
level  of  the  flat  furfacc ;  confif^ing  almoft  entirely  of  lakes, 
Avamps,  and  morafs.    The  quantity  of  human  labour  that  muft 
have  been  employed,  in  -maflinj;  to^^^tlier  the  dificrcnt  materials 
that  compofe  this  immenfe  aquedu^,  could  not  have  been  fup- 
plied,  in  any  reafonable  length  of  time,  except  in  a  couotiy 
where  milKdins  could  be  fet  to  work  at  the  nod  of  a  defpot. 
The  greatcft  workt  in  China  hive  always  been,  and  (Ull  con- 
tinue to  be,  performed  by  the  accumulation  of  manual  labour, 
without  the  alfiftance  of  machinery,  except  on  very  particular 
occafions,  where  feme  mechanical  power  may  be  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  be  brought  in  aid  of  human  (Irength.     '1  Im^, 
where  canals  are  carried  over  furfaccs  thai  arc  too  hilly  and  un- 
even to  admit  of  one  continued  level,  they  defccnd  from  place 
to  place,  as  it  were  by  ftcps,  at  each  of  which  is  an  inclined 
plane ;  the  height  from  the  U})per  canal  to  t!ie  low  er  being 
generally  from  fix  to  ten  feet ;  and  the  an^lc  of  tlie  plane  from 
forty-five  to  fifty  degrees.    All  veflcls  navio;ating  fuch  canals 
muft  be  hoiftcd  up  thcfc  planes  by  the  afiifiance  of  upright  cap- 
itans,  without  which  it  would  fcarccly  be  poffibie  to  get  thofc  of 
large  demcnfions,  together  with  their  cargo,  out  of  one  canal  into 
the  other;  and  they  arc  gently  lowered  in  the  fame  manner. 
This  awkward  contrivance  may,  perhaps,  lefs  imply  the  igno- 
rance of  locks  or  other  methods  praOifcd  tlfcwhcre,  than  the 
unwillingncfs  of  the  government  to  fufier  any  innovation  that 
might  be  the  means  of  depriving  many  thoufands  of  obtaining 
that  fcanty  fubfiftence,  which  they  now  derive  fir  m  their  atten- 
dance at  thefe  capftans.    However  flig  tly  fuch  a  notion  may 
be  held  in  Europe,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  general  intro- 
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duclion  of  machinery  into  China,  for  the  purpoi'c  of  facilitating 
and  expediting  labour  would,  in  tlie  prcfent  ftatc  of  the  country, 
be  attended  with  the  moll  pernicious  and  diftrefTuvjr  confc- 
quences;  were  it  only  for  this  fiinple  reafon  that,  dcipiling,  as 
they  affcd  tu  do,  all  foreign  commerce,  tlie  demand  for  the 
produdls  of  machinery,  however  much  tiiey  might  be  reduced 
in  price,  would  not  be  enciLafed,  whilll  that  of  manual  labour 
would  confiderably  be  diminillicd.  ' 

Senfible  as  the  CShinefe  feeui  to  be  of  the  advantages  derived 
from  an  eafy  communication  between  .the  different  parts  of  the 
empire,  by  means  of  canals,  it  is  the  more  furprizing  what  the 
motives  could  have  been  that,  till  this  moment,  have  reffrained 
them  from  facilitating  an  intercourle  by  means  of  good  roads, 
in  fuch  parts  of  the  country  as  have  no  inland  navigations.  In 
this  relpe&  they  fall  Ihort  of  moft  civilized  nations.  Excqit 
near  the  capital,  and  in  fome  few  places  where  the  jundion  of 
the  grand  canail  with  navigable  rivers  is  interrupted  by  moun- 
tainous ground^  there  is  Icarcely  a  road  in  the  whole  country 
that  can  be  ranked  Iwyond  a  foot-path*  Hence  it  happens'that 
In  the  northern  provinces,  during  vrinteri  it  is  impoffible  to 
travel  with  any  degree  of  eafe,  convenience,  or  fafety ;  all  the 
canals  to  the  northward  of  the  Yellow  River,  vrhich  runs  from 
34*  35°  latitude  being  frozen  up.  It  is  equally  furprizing 
that  their  ingenuity  has  not  extended  itfelf  to  the  invention  of 
fledges  or  fome  fort  of  carnages  fuitable  for  travelling  on  ice, 
which  other  natiQns  have  converted  into  the  beft  of  roads  *. 

The 

•  I  infer  tbtt.fiidi  h  not  tke  pnftice  ta.CUMi«  fir«na  the  aHOUMr  in  vbicb; 
die  S.tMh  Bflibadaaon  vera  cenTeytd  to  and  fir«ni  tlw  capital  ia  the  middle  of 
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The  continuation  of  the  Grand  Canal,  from  the  Yellow 
Kiver  to  the  Vang- tfc-kiang^  was  conRruded  upon  the  fame 

v.Inirr.  The  inconvenicncics  they  i": JcreJ  f:i  tliis  occafmn  are  fuch  as  cm  fcarccly 
be  conceived  u>  liiivc  happened  in  a  civilized  country.  The  peruf4l  of  the  rnann* 
ftripc  jooraal  I  have  eMeiAere  noticed  eoovcfe*!  to  1117  niad  tbi  idea  of  a  conatrir 
dreary  and  deft  late,  and  of  4  people  Indigent  aitd  diftrefTed  \  wttlioiit  hnmaniry,  and 
vFhhout  hofpitalicjr.  They  travelled  in  little  bamboo  chairs,  carried  by  four  men, 
who  were  generally  ib  weak  and  totteriag  that  they  could  not  go  through  the  day'a 
joomey,  but  were  obliged*  fivqnettlf*  fai  the  middle  of  the  night,  to  halt  in  an  open 
tBunhabited  part  of  the  country,  where  not  a  liorcl  of  any  defcription  was  to  be  met 
with  to  Ihelter  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  And  it  moft  commonly 
luqppcned.  diat  the  lod|tagt  appointed  for  tiMir  meptloi^ 

in  fuch  a  mifcrable  condition,  admitting  on  every  Ade  the  wind,  rain,  or  fiaow,  that 
they  generally  preferred  takii^  alittle  reft  ia  their  bamboo  ehain.  Th^  were  forpriscd 
w  find  ib  few  dtiei,  towae,  or  vlll^tea  in  thdr  nmte,  and  not  kfi  fin-prised  at  dw. 
roinous  condition  in  which  theie  few  appeared  to  be.  Near  the  capllris  wkolt  city  tlhi* 
bited  only  a  mafs  of  ruins.  In  many  places  they  found  the  country  under  wateri 
and  the  mod  hovels  completely  melted  down.  Sometimes  they  patFcd  csienflve 
waHeit  where  not  a  trace  was  vlfibk  of  any  kind  of  cuhivation,  nor  a  fingle  dwelling 
occurred  in  the  cliflance  of  eight  or  ten  Englifh  miles.  And  it  was  not  before  they 
had  croiled  the  Yellow  River  that  they  perceived  the  marks  of  wheel-carriages  ira- 
prfattcd  on  the  roada,  whfeh  were  fl>  little  travelled  npcn  that  they  ooold  with  dtffl* 
culty  be  traced.  Here  they  met  old  mrn  iimi  v'-nnj^  women  tr.ivcllinp  in  whcel- 
barrowi  {  and  litters  carried  by  alTes,  one  being  fixed  between  the  poles  before*  and 
oot  bctiod.  The  riven  had  no  bridgei  over  them  i  and  fueh  as  were  too  deep  to 
be  finded*  they  were  under  the  neceOity  of  croSing  on  rafls  of  bamboo.  In  ftoR* 
before  they  arrived  at  the  capital,  the  &tiguc  and  hardflups  they  had  ondei-gonA 
confiikrably  impaired  their  heakh,  and  the  condition  of  their  clothing  was  fuch  as 
to  excite  the  compaiHon  of  the  mandarines,  iriio  made  them  a  prefent  of  twtaty 
Iheep-lkin  j:>.ck«ts,  drcffcJ  vith  t!ic  wmil  upon  them  ;  which,  like  the  Hottentots, 
chef  wore  inwards.  One  oi  ihefe  geatlemeo  aiTurcd  me,  that  having  liuisfied  hil 
cudefitf,  no  earthly  wdMaraaittalhoold  tempt  him  eo  nnAftaIca  a  fteond  jooraef 

by  land  to  the  capital  |  fiw  tfiat  he  believed  the  whole  world  could  not  famifli  a  like 
pidure  of  defolation  and  mifery.  What  a  contrail  is  here  exhibited  to  tiie  eafe  and 
cMwenience  with  wUch  onr  journey  was  made  1  Bat  ilit  wftok  treatmnt'ef  the 
Dutch  cmbady  feems  to  have  been  proportioned  to  the  degree  of  ^'"ffflllift  which 
the-CSiiBife  nKaciwckto  iIm  polkical  ''*iiv*'tiim  of  this  nflfVfiif 
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principles  as  th  it  part  between  the  YcIIuw  River  and  the  Eu-ho, 
The  country  bclnt^  level  and  abounding  with  lakes  and  marfliy 
grounds,  it  was  carried  upon  a  mound  ot  earth  kept  together  by. 
retaining  walls  of  ftone  the  whole  diftancc,  which  i  about  ninety 
miles,  being  in  parts  not  lefs  than  twenty  I'cet  above  the  general 
level  of  the  country ;  and  the  (hect  of  water  it  contained  was 
two  hundred  feet  in  width,  running  fometimcs  at  the  rate  of 
three  miles  an  hour.  Canals  of  communtcation  fupplied  it  from 
the  weilward  and  the  fuperfluoua  wifier  was  let  off  upon  the 
low  marfbeiw  The  top*  of  the  walla  of  Pao-jng-Jbitn  wtrt 
joft  on  a  level  mth  the  fiii&ce  of  the  water  in  dit  ctml,  b 
thet  if  the  bank  oppoliie  to  it  wereto  burft,  the  whole  citf  mull 
Inevitably  be  inundated.  Verjr  little  culttvadon  appeand  ta  thU 
low  marflix  coontrf  ,  but  abundance  of  towns  and  villi^get,  the 
inhabitanu  of  which  fobfified  hj  fiihing.  A  prodi^^oai  ntrnt 
of  low  country  on  each  fide  of  the  Yellow  river,  perhaps  not 
much  leis  than  the  furface  of  all  England,  is  liable  to  Inunda- 
tions. The  Chinefe  iky,  the  overflowing  of  ^tu»  river  has  been 
more  fiital  to  the  country  than  war,  peftilence,  or  famine.  The 
Emperor  Kmtng-Jbee^  in  order  to  diftrefs  a  rebel  in  the  province 
of  Hoticin^  ordered  a  bank  to  be  broken  down  behind  a  city  he 
had  got  poffcflion  of ;  but  the  inundation  was  fo  great,  that  not 
only  the  rebel  forces  were  deftroyed,  but  almofl  half  a  million 
of  people  were  completely  fwept  away  ;  and  among  thefe  were 
feveral  European  miilionaries.  Vaft  fums  of  money  are  ex- 
pended in  confming  this  river  within  its  banks.  The  fame  Em- 
peror in  hb  laft  will  declares,  that  the  fums  of  money  ifPued 
annually  from  the  Imperial  treidbry  for  the  embankments  to 
prevent  inundations,  were  never  lefs,  during  his  whole  reign, 
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than  3,000,000  ounces  of  filver,  equivalent  to  one  million 
fterling. 

On  approaching  the  Yang-tfe-klang  the  appearance  of  the 
country  improved,  juft  as  it  had  done  in  the  vicinity  of  tlie  Yel- 
low River.  The  town  of  Sau-poOy  extending  along  the  quay  of 
the  canal,  confided  of  houfcs  that  were  generally  two  ftories 
high,  apparently  well  built,  whltc-waflicd  with  lime  and  kept 
in  neat  and  clean  order.  The  inhabitants  were  alfo  better 
cloathed  than  we  had  hitherto  been  accuftomed  to  fee  them.  The 
women  were  Icfs  fhy  in  their.advances  ;  their  complexions  were 
much  fairer  and  their  features  more  foft  and  handfome  than  any 
■we  had  yet  obferved  in  the  northern  provinces. 

Tlie  walls  and  gates  of  Tang-tcboo  foo  bore  marks  of  great 
antiquity,  being  partly  in  ruins  and  almofl  entirely  overgrown 
with  mofs  and  creeping  plants.  A  thoufand  vcfTels,  at  Icaft,  of 
different  defcriptions  were  lying  under  its  walls.  Here  we  re- 
mained for  the  night ;  and  the  following  morning,  being  the 
5th  of  November,  we  launched  into  the  grand  and  beautiful  river 
called  the  Yang-tfe-kiang^  which  at  this  place  was  about  two 
miles  in  width  ;  but  the  current  was  fo  gentle,  that  no  oblation 
to  the  prefiding  deity  was  thought  to  be  necelfary.  The  nume- 
rous iflands  rifing  out  of  the  river  and  covered  with  verdure, 
the  multitude  of  fliips  of  war,  of  burden  and  of  pleafure,  fome 
gliding  down  the  dream,  others  failing  againll  it ;  fome  mov- 
ing by  oars  and  others  lying  at  anchor  j  the  banks  on  either 
fide  covered  with  towns  and  houfes,  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  prefented  a  profpe^t  more  varied  and  cheerful  than  any 
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that  had  hitherto  occurred.  Nor  was  the  canal,  on  the  oppoiite 
fide,  lefs  lively  ;  for  two  whole  days  we  were  continually  pafTing 
among  fleets  of  vefTels  of  difierent  conftruflions  and  dimenfioas, 
thofe  belonging  to  the  revenue  department  being  the  largeft,  each 
capable  of  carrying,  at  leaft,  two  hundred  tons.  Cities,  towns 
and  villages  were  continued  along  the  banks  without  intermif- 
fion  :  and  vaft  numbers  of  (lone  bridges  were  thrown  acrofs  the 
canal,  fome  having  one,  lome  two,  and  others  three  arches. 
The  face  of  the  country  was  beautifully  diverfified  with  hill  and 
dale  and  every  part  of  it  in  the  higheft  ftate  of  cultivation. 
The  chief  produce  was  that  particular  fpecles  of  cotton,  of  a 
yellowilh  tinge,  known  in  Eurojpe  by  the  name  of  nankin. 

The  fuburbs  of  Sou-tcboo-foo  employed  us  full  three  hours  in 
paffing  before  we  reached  the  walls  of  the  city,  where  a  mul- 
titude ol  vefleU  were  lying  at  anchor.  The  numerous  Inhabi- 
tants that  appeared  upon  and  witliout  the  walls  of  this  exten- 
five  city,  were  better  dreffed  and  feemed  to  be  more  contented 
and  cheerful,  than  we  had  yet  obferved  them  in  any  other  place. 
For  the  moft  part  they  were  cloathed  in  filk.  The  ladies  were 
here  drelfed  in  petticoats  and  not  in  trowfers,  as  they  had 
hitherto  appeared  to  the  northward.  The  general  fafhion  of 
the  head-dreTs  «a$  a  black  fatin  cap  with  a  triangular  peak,  the 
pcnnt  defcending  to  the  root  of  the  ode,  in  the  middle  of 
which,  or  about  the  centre  of  the  forehead,  was  a  cryftal  but- 
ton* The  whole  face  and  neck  were  waflied  with  a  preparar 
tion  of  white  lead  and  the  cheeks  highly  rouged ;  and  two  ver* 
milium  fpots,  like  wafers,  were  pardcularly  confpicuous,  one 
on  the  centre  of  the  unider  lip  and  the  other  on  the  chin.  Their 
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feet  were  unWerfally  fqueezed  down  to  an  unnatural  fizc.  Fevf 
females  were  feen  among  the  immcnfe  crowds  that  the  novelty 
of  the  fight  had  brought  togither,  but  great  numbers  had  affem- 
bled  iu  tlic  houfcs  and  particularly  on  board  the  pleafure  or 
pafTagc  yachts,  with  the  intention  of  fatisfying  their  curiofity. 
The  luperior  ftylc  of  drcTs  and  the  appearance  of  the  women 
in  public  at  this  place,  fo  different  from  the  general  cuftom  of 
the  country,  could  only  be  explained  to  us  by  the  writings  of 
the  Chrillian  milFionarics,  who  obfervc  tliat  the  concubines  of 
mandarins  and  men  of  property  are  chiefly  procured  from  the 
cities  of  I'tf/r^-Zfitoo  and  of  Sou-tcboo,  where  they  are  educated 
in  thepleafiag  arts  of  finging^  matie  and  dtaclng  and  every 
other  accomplUhment  futtable  to  women  of  fuperior  nnk,  in 
order  to  render  them  the  more  agiweable  and  falcinating.  Xhat 
Yuch  women  are  generally  purcliafed  by  per(bns  engaged  in 
die  trade,  in  diffiarent  parts  of  the  country,  and  trained  in  theli 
cities,  where  they  axe  difpoled  of  to  the  higheft  bidder,  **  tbit 
**  bm^  tbefrvw^  hrancb     trade  that  u  carried  on  mm  ib(fi 
**  /«w  (Amv.**  How  do  thefe  lioly  men  xeoondle  fo  in&mout  a 
traffic  among  a  people  whom  they  have  adorned  ¥nth  every 
virtue  ?  a  people  whom  they  have  rendered  remarkable  among 
nations  for  jtheir  filial  piety!  Is  tliere  on  earth  a  crime 
more  revoltSng  againft  civilized  nature,  or  more  deteftable  to 
civilized  fociety,  than  that  of  a  parent  felling  his  own  child  and 
configning  her,  exprefsly  and  voluntarily,  into  a  date  of  profli- 
tution?  Thofe  unfortunate  wretches  who,  in  Europe,  have  by 
any  accident  reduced  themfclves  to  that  degraded  and  deplor- 
able condition  of  becoming  fubfervient  to  the  plcafures  of  a 
man,  whom  they  probably  deteil,  are  generaiiy  the  objects  of 
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pity,  however  their  condud  11W7  be  dUkpptoved ;  but  a  paxent, 
who  fliould  be  the  caufe  of  reducing  diem  to  fuch  a  ftate,  would 
be  execrated ;  but  the  aflerdon  is  as  abfiird  as  ridiculous,  and 
the  writer  muft  have  been  very  credulous  to  Aippofe,  that  the 
principal  trade  of  One  of  the  largeft  dties  in  the  world,  whofe 
poputadon  cannot  be  left  than  4  million  of  fouls,  fliould  confift 
in  buying  and  felling  ladies  of  pleafure.  Buying  females  in 
the  legal  wayiscertunly  the  greateft  branch  trade  throughout 
China,  as  every  wcnnan  there  is  bought  and  fold.  Thele  reve> 
rend  gentlemen  likewife  inform  us,  wich  great  indlfierence, 
that  if  a  man  be  defirous  of  having  a  male  child  and  his  wife 
fliould  happen  to  be  barren,  he  will  purchafe  one  of  thefc  coo- 
cubines  tat  the  (ble  puipofe  of  getdng  an  hdr ;  and,  when  this 
is  aocompliflied,  he  either  provides  her  with  a  hufltand,  or 
turns  her  adrift.  Such  are  the  moral  vbtnes  of  the  Qunefe, 
compared  widi  whom  all  other  nadons  have  been  accounted 
barbarous 

To  die  weft  of  &iN/r^0o^  is  a  range  of  mountains  higher 
than  any  we  had  yet  Teen,  well  covered  with  wood ;  and  an 
estenfive  lake  ftretches  along  their  bafe,  famed  in  China  for 
its  pidurefque  beauties  and  for  its  filh.  We  would  gladly 
have  made  a  party  of  pleafure  to  this  delightful  fpot,  but  in- 
numerable obje£^ions,  as  ufual,  were  ftarted  by  ouf  ccmdudors, 
on  the  (core  of  delay  that  fuch  an  excurfion  would  occafion. 

*  It  maj  be  obrenred  of  almoft  all  the  wrieings  of  the  ttiffioiuries  concerning  China« 
that  virtues  <^  A>  trifling  a  nacnne  M  hardly  to  fcflrW  tfarfaame,  luntf  mat-Aeir  «i« 
^MiUM-pMift*  vUlAMonuMMviees  baw  ochv  bm  pdUiMdM-  (aOdafcr  in 
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The  two  grett  prodoQt  of  this  part  of  the  country  are  rice 
am!  (ilk ;  the  former  of  which,  at  this  time,  thejr  werti 
cmplojed  in  reaping.  Plasutions  of  the  mulberry  tree  werQ 
extended  on  both  fides  of  the  canal  and  into  the  country  be- 
yond the  reach  of  fight.  They  appeared  to  be  of  twadiftind 
ijpecies  s  the  one,  the  common  mulberry,  mantt  n^a^  and  the^ 
other  hnving  much  fmaller  leaves,  fmooth  and  heart-fliaped, 
and  bearing  a  white  berry  about  the  fize  of  the  field  ftrawberry. 
The  latter  had  more  the  habit  of  a  Ihrub,  but  the  branches  of 
neither  were  fufiered  to  run  into  flrong  wood,  being  frequently 
pruned  in  order  that  the  trunk  might  annually  throw  out 
young  fcions,  whofe  leaves  were  confidered  to  be  more  tender 
than  fuch  as  grew  from  old  branches.  Another  reafon  was  alfo 
afligncd  for  this  operation.  A  tree,  when  left  to  itfcif,  throws 
out  the  greateft  jiart  of  its  leaves  at  once,  in  the  fpring  of  tlic 
year,  but  if  the  thick  wood  be  cut  out  from  time  to  time,  new 
leaves  will  continue  to  pufh  below  the  parts  fo  cut  off  during 
the  whole  feafon  ;  and,  accordingly,  the  Chinefe  are  particularly 
attentive  to  prune  afrefti  in  the  autumn,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
fupply  of  young  leaves  in  the  after-fpring.  The  thermometer 
at  this  place,  on  the  9th  of  November  at  fun-rile,  ftood  at  64*, 
and  at  noon  in  the  (hade  tt  70*  degrees. 

■  ♦ 

It  was  la  this  part  of  the  canal  where  the  bridge  of  ninety- 
one  arches,  mentioned  in  the  fixth  chapter,  was  thrown  acrofs  ^e 
arm  of  a  lake  that  joined  the  canal.  I  lament  exceedingly  that 
we  pafled  this  extraordinary  fabric  in  the  night.  It  happened  to 
catch  the  attention  of  a  Swiis  ferrant  who,  as  the  yacht  glided 
along,  begaato  count  the' arches,  but  findmg  them  increafe  in 
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number  much  beyond  his  cxpc<flation  and,  at  the  fame  timej 
in  diinenl:ons,  he  ran  into  the  cabin  calling  ont  with  great 
eagernefs,  "  tor  God's  fake,  gentlemen,  come  upon  deck,  for 
"  hcT':  is  a  bridge  fuch  as  1  never  law  before  ;  it  has  no 
"  cml."  Mr.  Maxwell  and  I  haftencd  upon  deck  and,  bv  the 
fifiiu  light,  could  ludlciently  diliinguiUi  the  arches  of  a  brid<^e 
running  parallel  with  the  caftcrn  bank  of  the  canal,  acrofs  the 
arm  of  a  vafl  lake,  with  which  the  navigation  thus  communi- 
cated. From  the  higheft  point,  or  what  appeared  to  us  to  be 
the  central  arch,  I  counted  furty-five  to  the  end ;  here  they 
^ere  very  fmall,  but  the  central  arch  I  guelTed  to  be  about  thir- 
ty feet  high  and  forty  wide  ;  and  the  whole  length  of  the  bridge 
I  calculated  to  be  about  hall  a  mile.  The  conilruQion  of  fuch 
a  bridge,  in  fuch  a  Htuation,  could  obvioiilly  have  been  em- 
ployed for  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  opening  a  free  commu- 
nication wkh  the  lake ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  of  avoiding  the. 
Uboor  andcxpeneeof  actiamiilating  materials  fufficieiie  for  mak- 
ing a  foUd  embankiaent. 

After  failing  a  great  pare  of  the  day  through  a  fofeft  of  flud-: 
berry  uees,  planted  with  ttNidh  tfegolarity,  we  arrirtid  on  the 
.  toth  at  the  cSitj  <£Jiang'tcboo  Jhoy  tfao  capkal  of  the  province 
of  ^cbe-Bang.  Here  that  branch  of  the  grand  canal  which  cMft^ 
municateB  with  the  Tatig-tfi-J&mg  terminates  in  a  larg^  eom- 
ttodio^  bafotf^at  this  tittci;e«9lfded  wlib  fliippiag* .  Ifaia 
bafon  a  tfambeB  of.  ieaallar  ea&als,  poffing  ihrougli  utkiBt. 
tncned  iir  the  walls  and  iAMribaing  the  city  in  every  direAioiv 
an  finally  nni(td  ivn  Uknbtfyoild  tbo  w^Attni-  will  calW  lfal 
Aete  Thfe  o^ttftqil  ju^  jitiMl  bbatin;  of  tfait.  'hfcB  loft 
y  I  3  X .  exceeded 
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exceeded  any  thing  we  had  hitheito  bad  aa  opportunity  of  fee- 
ing in  Chioa*  The  mountains  furrounding  it  were  lofty  and 
broken  into  a  Tariety  of  forms  that  were  highly  pi£lurefque ; 
and  the  vallies  were  richly  cloathed  with  trees  of  different  kiada, 
among  which  three  fpccies  were  remarkably  ftriklng,  not  only 
by  their  intrinfic  beauty,  but  alfo  by  th<»  contraft  they  formed 
with  themfelves  and  the  reft  of  the  trees  of  the  foreft.  Thefe 
were  the  Laurus  Camphora  or  camphor  tree,  the  Croton  febi^ 
ferum  or  tallow  tree,  and  the  Tbuia  Orkntalis  or  arbor  vitse. 
The  bright  fliining  green  foliage  of  the  firft,  mingled  with  the 
purple  leaves  of  the  fecond,  and  overtopped  by  the  tall  and 
ftately  tree  of  life^  of  the  deepeft  green,  produced  a  plcafmg 
effed  to  the  eye ;  and  the  landfcape  was  rendered  ftill  more  in- 
tcreiUng  to  the  minS,  by  the  very  fmgular  and  diverfified  ap« 
pcawaco  ttf  let eral  repofitoriea  of  tlw  dead,  upon  tile  Hoping 
fidM  of  the  inferior  hilla.  Here,  as  wdl  «•  elfeirherc^  the  fom* 
tnaad  upright  cyprefif.wai  deftbied  to  be  the  meiaBeholir 
fiomiiuUim  cf  the  tombe.  Higher  ftiU  among  the  woodi, 
svcttnet  bed  been  opened  to  admit  of  rowaof  fnallbliie  bouiea, 
(iippoited  on  white  cotennedci  wliichy  on  extminttion,  wece 
elfofiniodtohemenfiooeof  tbedead.  Naked  oofline  of  estiv 
otdintfj  thicfcnefi  were  etery  where  l^fing  upon  die  fttrfitte  of 
Aogppoiind. 

The  lake  that  caiended  from  the  Willi  of  the  city  to  the&et 
ef  the  nuNHMalnSt  and  tlirew  Its  nmiaenNii.anna  imo  the  wooded 
^«Uic^  wae  the  feat  of  pleafure,  as  well  aa  of  pnfit«  to  the  1^ 
hnlri^flT!*  of  Bu^tcboo-foo,  Thefe  amufements,  however^  qf 
ioid^giipQikbeiseel^tiw  hdbe  aa^poMipaUjcoafinedMeae 
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(ex.  Few  womeili  except  thofe  of  loofe  character,  join  in  the 
parties  of  men.  How  mifcrable  or,  at  bed,  how  little  iatereft 
can  be  raifed  in  that  (late  of  fodety  where  no  fecial  intercouiie 
of  the  fexes  exifts ;  where  li:iidment,  nice  feeling;  aad  the  fpoit* 
and  play  of  the  fofter  paflions  are  totally  unknown,  and  where 
reafon  and  pbllofophy  are  at  fo  low  an  *ebb !  In  more  enlight- 
ened countries,  when  age  may  have  weakened  the  ardour  of 
joining  in  the  iprighlly  female  circle,  or  inclination  lead  to 
more  fertous  converfations,  numberlefs  refourees  ace  ftilll^ 
to  exercifc  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  and  fociety  aayalwayi 
\it  had  for  fuch  as  can  relilh 

**  The  fiail  of  reafon  and  the  flow  of  lod.** 

But  in  China  the  tenor  of  their  convcrfatton  mud  be  atwayt 
nearly  the  fame,  turning  chiefly  on  the  affairs  of  the  neigfcf- 
bourhood,  the  injuftice  of  the  magiftrates,  the  tricks  and  (Ira- 
tagems  of  the  crafty  merchant,  or  of  the  low  mechanic.  In 

entertainments  given  hy  thofe  who  can  afford  to  drink  wine,  it 
is  fcldom  ferved  round  as  in  other  countries,  but  a  number  of 
puerile  contrivances  are  pradlifed  to  determine  which  of  the 
party  is  to  drink,  as  in  the  cafe  I  have  already  noticed  of  the 
game  of  the  Jingers,  Tims,  a  nofegay  is  pafTed  round  from 
hand  to  hand,  whilft  a  man  in  an  adjoining  room  beats  a  drum 
or  the  gong,  and  he  who  happens  to  hold  the  nofegay  when 
the  inftrument  ceafes  muft  drink  a  cup  of  wine.  Many  other 
methods  ftill  more  childifh  are  reforted  to,  in  order  to  paG 
jhe  lime  and  to  give  a  zefl  to  their  wine  ;  but  the  ufual  refource 
here,  as  well  as  elfewherc,  againft  the  tediournels  of  time,  is 
gaming.    An  attachment  to  this  vice  accompaoiea  the  loweft 
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Cluncfc  v.'licrevcr  he  goes.  It  is  fald  tint  in  one  of  our  eaflcrn 
colonics,  where  CUinclc  arc  encouraged  to  (cttle,  they  pay  to 
the  government  the  annunl  fum  of  ten  thouiaad  doll<M%  for  a 
licence  to  keep  gaming  tables  aiid  iell  opiuuu 

Our  roiite  being  necenarily  delayed  for  two  days  at  this  place, 
on  account  of  an  intervening  neck  of  land  over  which  all  the 
baggngc  was  to  be  tranlportcd,  I  prevatlcJ  upc^n  our  good-na- 
tured companion  Van-tfi-^in  to  make  a  party  to  the  lake  Sce- 
hoOy  to  which  he  readily  aifented  ;  and  this  was  the  only  excur- 
fion  that  we  liad  In  tlie  courfe  of  the  whole  journey.  We 
had  a  fplcndid  yacht  and  another  made  fall  to  it  to  fervc  as  a 
kitchen  ;  the  dinner  began  the  Inftant  we  went  on  board  and 
ceafed  only  wiien  we  ftcpped  a-fliore.    It  confifted  of  at  lead  a 
hundred  difhcs  in  fucccfTion,  among  which  were  excellent  eels, 
firelh  cauglit  in  tlie  iaku  arid  cltcflcd  in  a  variety  of  ways;  yet 
the  water  was  clear  as  cryftal.  Vafl  nuiiibers  of  barges  were  fail- 
ing to  and  fro,  all  gaily  decorated  with  paint  and  gilding  and 
ftrearaing  colours  j  the  parties  within  tiiena  apparently  all  in 
purfuit  of  plcafure.    The  margins  of  the  lake  were  iluddcd 
with  light  acfcal  buildings,  among  which  one  of  more  folidity 
and  of  greater  extent  than  the  reft  was  faid  to  belong  to  the 
Emperor.    The  grounds  were  enclofed  with  brick  walla  and 
moftty  planted  with  vegetables  aod  finit  trees;  but  In  ibq;ie 
there  appeared  to  be  colkftioosof  Aichflunibt  andflowcMMase 
mod  efteemed  in  the  country.    Among  the  finiitl  «e  gpt  at  this 
place  was  the  ^mmitf  or  fofe  apple ;  and,  for  the  firft  time,  finei^ 
from  the  tree,  but  not  yet  perfedly  ripe,  two  (feast  of  orange^^ 
tbc  eommon  China  and  the  finall  .piijs  ufnally  called  the  Man- 
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.dftiln  oranges  pomgraDates,  bananas  ▼cry  indiflerent  and 
mefonB  equatlf  bad  |  apricot$  far  from  being  equal  to  thofe  of 
our  own  countrj }  a  large  plumb,  refembling  tbe  egg  plumb, 
alfo  indiflerent,  and  peaches  that  might  have  been  much  im- 
proved bjjudicioua  culture;  appl&  and  pears  that  in  England 
we  ihould  have  no  heiitation  in  pronouncing  execrably  bad ; 
and  a  fpectes  of  fruit  unknown  to  all  of  iis  which  the  Chinefe 
caUed  Z«-^,  of  a  fwect  fickly  tafte  when  ripe,,  otherwife  moft 
iofttfienibly  aftiingent.  Some  of  tbe  gentlemen  thought  they 
iaw  hazd  <mits  among  the  (hruberry,  but  it  is  more  than  pro- 
.bable  they  were  miftaken.  A  £6w  bad  grapes  were  fomctimes 
brought  to  us,  but  the  party  who  went  from  hence  to  Cbu-fan 
met  with  abundance  of  this  fruit,  and  of  very  good  quality, 
growing  upon  ftandards  erected  intlic  fcveral  canals  and  form'^ 
log  a  Ihadft  under  which  the  barges  could  pal^ 

• 

Among  the  moft  confplcuous  of  the  Ihrubs,  on  the  borders  of 
tbe  lake  See- boo  j  was  the  Hihifcus  miUabilis^  the  H^cuf  Syriacus^ 
the  Syringa  Vulgaris  or  common  lilac,  and  the  paper  mulberry{ 
we  obferved  alfo  a  fpecics  of  Mimofa^  a  CrottUaria^  Cratttgiu^ 
R^a,  Rhemmut,  Sambucut,  Jumper  and  the  cmton  plant.  Of 
flowers  we  particularly  noticed  a  large  porple-coloured  double 
poppy  which,  with  the  Nelumbhm  that  grew  here  in  all  the 
poiids  and  a  fpecies  of  paonla^  appear  moft  frequently  on  the 
4arge  flieetsof  painted  paper  ufed  for  covering  the  walls  of  their 
apartments.  A  great  variety  of  beautiful  balfams  were  alfo 
in  flower,  a  fpecieti  of  Amarantbus,  a  Xcrantbemum  arui  Gnapba- 
hum.  I  mention  only  fuch  plains  as  caught  the  eye  in  pafling, 
iqt  qur  Cblo^&  compaoioas,  w^o  had  a  much  better  appetite 
I   .*  .  for 
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for  the  eels  of  the  lake  and  other  goods  things  they  had  taken  . 
care  to  provide  than  for  botaajTf  had  no  notion  of  being  de- 
tained by  a  bu£h  or  a  flower. 

The  next  day  Lieateiuint  Go1onel«  now  General,  Benfoo^  , 
Dodor  GUUn,  and  myfelf,  accompaoioi  by  a  military  officer 
and  hii  orderly,  rode  over  the  neck  of  land  to  look  at  the' 
yaehti  that  were  preparing  for  ouir  future  joumeyl  As  it  wasradier 
late  before  we  returned,  I  propofed  that  we  ihould  pafi.throu^ 
thecity  as  1  had  done  tlie  day  before  with  our  condodor  Fim^ 
which  would  fave  us  half  the  diftanee.  The  officer  perceiving 
our  inteotioa  endeavoured  to  draw  ns  oiF  to  the  right,  hut  find* 
ing  us  perfevere  he  whifpered  the  orderly,  who  imaiediatdy 
puflied  forward  towards  the  gate.  Aware  that  the  intention 
of  this  meafuze  was  to  fl&ut  the  gite  againft  us,  we  fporred  our 
hories  and  followed  him,  npon  which  the  officer  and  his  orderly 
fit  up  fuds  m  hne  and  cry  that  the  whole  fuburbs  were  pfdently 
in  a  ftate  of  commotion.  The  gates  were  inftantly  fliut  and 
furrounded  by  a  crowd.  Within  all  wasconfufion.  Meffiigeafker 
mcflage  was  difpatfhed  to  the  Governor  $  die  gongs  were  beat 
and  the  guards  were  drawn  out  in  every  part  of  the  city.  I 
aflufcd  them  there  was  nothing  to  fear ;  tha-  we  were  only 
three,  and  had  no  other  defign  but  to  pafs  to  our  yachta. 
During  this  time  our  mandarin  c/  war,  in  prcfence  of  the  whole 
populace,  was  down  on  his  knees  in  the  dirt,  Hrft  before  on# 
smd  then  another,  intreating  us  to  give  up  the  point;  fo  mean 
iBid  dgfpicable  have  the  maxims  of  the  government  made  thefe 
people.  At  length  our  friends  Van  and  Chou,  with  the  inter- 
preter and  a  numcsous  train  iof  fokiiera  and  aucndants,  made 
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their  appearance,  and  pretended  to  enjoj  die  joke  of  three 
EngUlhmen  having  caufed  fo  much  alarm  to  one  of  their  (Irongeft 
cides,  which  at  that  time  had  a  garrifon  of  three  thonfand  men 
within  its  walls.  On  exprefllng  our  furprife  at  fuch  unnecef- 
fary  precaution,  Van  obferved,  that  our  condudlor  did  not  know 
118  fo  well  as  he  did,  and,  as  he  was  refponfible  for  our  fafe  re- 
turn, he  would  rather  liavc  travelled  us  all  night  through  the 
country  than  brought  us  among  the  crowd  ia  the  ftreets. 
When  the  new  viceroy  of  Canton  (who  travelled  with  us  from 
hence)  heard  of  this  affair,  and  vhnderftood  from  our  condudlors 
that  the  Englifh  found  great  pleafure  in  walking  and  looking 
about  them  (a  pleafure  of  which  a  Chinefe  can  form  no  idea) 
he  immediately  gave  orders  that  the  gentlemen  In  the  train  of 
the  Emhdflador  fliould  walk  whenever  they  plealed  without  any 
rooleilation. 

In  the  city  of  Hang-tcboo-foo^  being  particularly  famed  for  its 
(ilk-trade,  we  were  not  furprlzed  to  meet  with  extcnfive  (hops 
and  warehoufesj  in  point  of  fize  and  the  ftock  contained  within 
them  they  might  be  faid  to  vie  with  the  heft  In  London.  In 
fome  of  thefe  were  not  fewer  than  ten  or  twelve  pcrfons  fervlng 
behind  the  counter;  but  in  paffing  through  the  whole  city  not 
a  finge  woman  was  vifible,  either  within  doors  or  without. 
The  crowd  of  people,  compofed  of  the  other  fex,  appeared  to 
be  little  inferior  to  that  in  the  great  ftreets  of  Pckin.  flere, 
though  moftly  narrow  they  had  in  other  refpe^s  much  the  ad- 
vantage of  thofe  in  the  capital,  being  paved  with  broad  flag- 
ftones,  refemblitig  the  Mcrceria  of  Venice  [or  courts  of  the 
Strand  \  Craoburn-AUej  is  rather  too  wide  for  a  Chincie  flreer, 
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but  thofc  of  this  city  were  equally  well  paved.  They  appv-arcd  td 
be  !:cpt  extremely  neat  and  clean.  In  every  fliop  were  exjiuicJ  to 
vit-w  iiiks  ofdlHtretit  nianufacluics,  JycJ  cr'ttons  and  nankins,  a 
great  variety  of  lingliih   hroad-cloths,  chiefly  hov>ever  blue 
and  fcirlet,  ufcd  ior  winter  cloaks,  for  chair  covers  and  lor' 
carp:.i  .;  and  alio  a  quantity  of  peltry  intended  for  the  nonhern 
matkcts.    The  red  of  the  boufe»,  iti  the  public  ftreoM  ^oi^h 
inrhich  we  paflcd,  confifted  of  butchers  and  bdbera*  fliopt,  fi(b> 
mongers,  desert  in  ilee  and  other  grain,  ivory-cutten,  dealers 
ia  hqaered  ware,  tesplkOQics,*  cook-ihops,  and  coflSn-mskeii's' 
tbe  laft  of  which  is  .a  trade  df  no  CmaSH  note  in  China.  The' 
population  of  the  city  alone,  I  (hould  fuppofe,  from  its  extent 
and  appearance,  to  be  not  much  inferior  to  that  of  Pektn ;  and 
tbe.  number  of  inhi^itants  in  the  fuhurbs,  with  thofe  tliat* 
conftamly  refided  upon  the  water,  were  perhaps  nearly  equal 
to  thofe  within  the  walls. 

Here  our  conductor  Sim^a-^m  took  his  leave,  -  after  luting: 
uitiodueed  to  the  Embaflador  thn  new  Vicerof  of  OuMoo,  wha 
was  now  to  accompany  the  Eabafly  to  the  feat  of  bis  govern- 

ment.  His  manners  appeared  to  be  no  Icfs  amiable  than  thofc 
of  the  Mioifter.    He  had  trav^cd  pofl  from  Pekin  and, 

vc"th  n-.any  afTurances  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  of  the 
highcft  iatis&dion  be  liad  derived  from  the  embafly,  he  brought 
an  additional  prefent  from  him  to  His  Majcfty,  cooilfting  of 
^old  liflued  filks,  purfes  taken  from  his  own  peribn  and  the 
Card  of  Happinefs.  This  is  an  ornamented  piece  of  paper» 
rteatly  folded  up  and  having  in  the  centre  the  charadler  foo  or 

\.  •  « 
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at  the  ftrongeft  mark  a  fovereign  of  China  can  give  to  another 
prince  of  his  friendlhip  and  affe^on»  Aaother  card  was  given 
to  the  Embaflador  of  a  fimilar  import,  as  a  teftimony  of  his 
approbation  of  the  conchxfl  of  the  embafTy,  which  was  further 
confirmed  by  a  prefent  of  filks,  tea,  fails  and  other  trinkets  to 
every  individual  of  it. 

A  few  miles  beyond  tlie  city  we  again  took  fliipping  on 
the  river  Tcbeng-tang-chhuig ,  wliich  might  }>roperly  be  called 
an  eftiiary,  the  tide  rifmg  and  laliing  fix  or  Icven  feet  at  the 
place  of  embarkation,  which  was  not  very  diHant  from  the 
Yellow  Sea.  After  feven  days  of  tedious  navigation,  if  drag- 
ging by  main  ftrengtli  over  a  pebbly  bottom  on  which  the  boats 
were  conftantly  aground  and  againfl:  a  rapid  ftrcam,  could  be 
fo  called,  vvc  came  to  its  fource  near  the  city  of  Tcbang fan^ 
Jbien.  But  its  banks  were  not  deficient  in  beautiful  views  and 
pidurcfque  fcenery.  The  general  Airface  of  the  country  was 
mountainous  and  romantic,  but  well  cultivated  in  all  fuch  places 
as  would  admit  the  labours  of  the  hufbandnian.  One  city  only 
occurred  in  the  courle  of  feven  days;  but  we  palTcd  numerous 
villages,  iituated  in  the  valleys  and  the  glens  between  tlie  ridges 
of  mountains:  and  fidiermen's  huts  were  conftantiv  in  view. 
There  was  here  no  wane  of  trees,  among  which  the  mod  com- 
mon were  the  tallow-tree  and  the  camphor,  cedars,  firs  and  the 
tall  and  majeftic  arbor  vita:.  Groves  of  oranges,  citrons  and 
lemons  were  abundantly  interrperfcd  in  the  little  vales  that 
floped  down  to  the  brink  of  the  river;  and  few  of  the  huts 
were  without  a  fmall  garden  and  plantation  of  tobacco.  The 
larger  plains  were  planted  with  the  fugar-cane.    We  bad  thus 

3  Y  far 


53© 


TRAVELS  IN  GillMA. 


far  parted  through  the  country  without  leaving  feen  a  fingle 
plant  of  the  tea-ihrub,  but  lierc  \vc  luund  it  uled  as  a  com- 
mon plant  for  hedge-rows  to  divide  the  gardens  and  fruit 
groves,  but  not  particularly  cultivated  for  its  leaves. 

At  the  dty  of  Tcbang'fin'JbUit  we  bad  again  a  neclc  of  ItoA 
to  ciofs,  in  order  to  join  the  barget  that  were  prepared  on  ano- 
ther river  falling  towards  the  weftward,  by  ^ich  a  eoiinexion 
was  Ibrmed  with  the  ufual  route  ttom  PfeMn  to  Canton,  from 
wlience  we  had  deviated  at  the  Tang-ife-kiang  river,  on  aceeont 
of  fome  of  the  fuite  being  intended  to  join  the  Hiadoflan  in 
harbour  of  SVihr^^  We  were  the  left  forr^  for  this  deviatiook 
at  it  gave  oa  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a  part  of  the  country  over 
which  there  is  no  generd  communication  with  the  gtand  routA 
In  paffing  thia  neck  of  land,  on  a  voy  fine  caufe#ay,  judid* 
oofly  led  through  the  defiles  of  the  mountainsi  we  firft  obferred 
the  terrace  (yftem  of  agriculture,  fo  fiequendy  mentioned  in  did 
writings  of  the  miffionaries.  The  Chinefe  ftein  to  entertaitt 
m  particular  averfion  agaiqil  iowing  or  planting  on  Hoping 
ground  and,  accordingly,  when  fuch  occurs,  they  level  it  bto 
a  number  of  lenfloes  one  rifiog  above  the  other,  which  they 
fopport  by  ftone  walla,  if  the  eath  fliould  not  be  thought  fuf- 
fidently  ftrong  for  the  purpofek  The  great  oonveniency  of 
leading  the  water  from  the  uppermoft  to  the  loweft  terrace, 
without  loiing  any  of  its  nutritive  efie^  by  a  rapid  cowrie^ 
feemsto  have  fuggefted  this  mode  of  preparing  the  ground* 
In  a  hot  and  dry  country,  vegetation  becomes  languid  without 
the  command  of  water  ;  and  I  obferved  that  on  the  uppenmoft 
tccrace  dieiu  was  invariably  a  tank  or  refervoir  to  coUe A  the 
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waters  falling  from  the  upper  parts  of  the  hills.  The  cxpeace 
of  labour,  that  had  evidently  been  employed  on  fuch  terraces, 
was  fo  great  as  to  make  any  fultable  return  to  the  hufbandtnan 
apparently  impoffiblc  ;  and  ftill  lei's  lb  in  oilier  places  where  the 
hiils  were  completely  dug  away  to  the  fkclcton  rocks,  aad  the 
foil  carried  upoQ  the  marihy  grouod  at  thdr  feet. 

Witli  all  this  indudry  it  might  be  coaduded»  from  the  gene- 
ral appearance  of  the  people,  that  they  merely  gained  a  fub- 
fiflencc.  It  was  with  the  utmod  difficulty  that  the  officers  of 
government  could  procure,  in  the  whole  city  which  we  laft 
departed  from,  a  fuflFlcicnt  number  of  chairs  for  themfeives  and 
thofe  gentlemen  of  the  embally  who  preferred  to  be  thus  car- 
ried, and  horfes  for  the  reft.  For  the  foldicrs,  indeed,  that 
compofed  his  Kxcellcncy's  guard,  they  had  prepared  a  fort 
of  open  bamboo  chair,  fixed  between  two  poles  and  meant  to 
be  carried  ftioulder-hcight.  But  the  foldiers,  fquec^el^  into 
thcfe  little  chairs  and  elevated  in  the  air,  with  their  feathers 
and  their  firelocks,  foon  perceived  that  they  cut  fuch  ridiculous 
figures  and  that  the  poor  wretches  who  carried  them  were  in 
fo  mifcrable  a  condition,  both  with  regard  to  their  clotliing  and 
their  habit  of  body,  that,  afliaraed  to  be  thus  dragged  along, 
they  prefently  difmounted  and  infifted,  in  their  turn,  upon 
carrying  the  Chincfe.  Our  conductors  affeded  to  confider  thia 
as  a  good  joke,  hut  others  were  evidently  ueitlcJ  at  it,  fup- 
pofmg  it  might  have  been  meant  as  a  kitid  of  cblique  refledlioa 
on  the  indiilcrenl  accommodations  that  had  been  provided  at 
this  place  for  the  Embafl'ador  and  his  retinue ;  which  were 
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bowever  the  beft  that  it  was  poffible  fpr  them  to  procure  by  an^r 
esertioiis. 

Having  fintflied  this  land  journey,  of  about  twentj-four 
mUea,  in  the  courle  of  the  day,  we  lodged  at  Eu-fiam-fiein^  a 
fmall  city  of  mean  appearance  and  the  followii^  day  embarked 
on  flat-bottomed  baiget,  remarkably  long  and  narrow,  on  the 
river  hn^-fim-toi^i  but  two  complete  days  of  heavy  tain 
obliged  us  to  remain  qiUetly  at  anchor. 

On  the  34th  of  November  we  dropped  down  the  river,  which 
by  the  ndns  was  fwelled  to  an  enormous  fize  and  in  fome 
places  had  overflowed  its  banks,  though  in  general  high  and 
rocky  compofed  of  a  deep  brown-coloured  frecflone.  Several 
rice  nulls  were  fo  completely  inundated,  that  their  thatched 
rooft  were  but  jull  vifiblc  above  the  furface  of  the  water; 
OthlCrs  were  entirely  waflied  away ;  and  the  wrecks  of  them 
icattered  upon  the  banks  of  the  river.  A  veflTel  of  our  fquadroa 
was  upftt  upon  the  roof  of  one  of  thefe  mills. 

During  two  days'  iail  the  furface  of  the  country  was  hilly 

and  well  wooded  with  camphors,  firs,  and  rallow-trees ;  but  as 
wc  approaclicii  the  Po-Taii<^  lake,  a  imall  inland  fea,  it  began 
to  alFume  the  uniform  appearance  of  an  extended  marfh,  with- 
out any  vifiblc  figns  of  cultivation  :  here  and  there  a  few  finall 
huts,  (landing  on  the  brink  of  pools  of  water,  with  twice  the 
number  of  fmall  boats  floating  or  drawn  vip  on  fhore,  fuflRciently 
indicated  the  occupation  of  the  inhabitants.    In  this  part  of  the 

country 
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eouotry  we  bad  an  opportunity  of  ieeiiig  the  varioiu  means 
pradiftd  by  the  Chtoefe  to  catch  fifh :  rafts  and  other  floating 
▼eflek  with  the  fiflting  corvorant:  boats  with  moveable  planks 
turning  on  hing(£8»  and  painted  fo  as  to  decnve  fifties  on  moon- 
light nights  and  entice  them  to  leap  out  of  the  water  upon  the 
planks  i  net!  iet  in  erery  form ;  and  wicker  bafkets  made  ex- 
adtly  in  the  lame  manna:  as  thofe  ufed  in  Europe.  Large 
gourds  "and  blocks  of  wood  were  floating  on  the  water,  in  order 
to  familiarize  the  various  kinds  of  water-fowl  to  fuch  objects, 
which  gave  the  Chinefe  an  opportunity^  by  Aicking  their  heads 
into  gourds  or  earthen  pots  and  keeping  their  bodies  under 
water,  to  approach  the  birds  in  a  gentle  manner  fufficiently 
near  to  take  them  by  the  legs  and  draw  them  quietly  under 
the  water ;  a  method  which  is  faid  to  be  pradifcd  by  the  natives 
of  South  America. 

The  nearer  we  approached  the  great  lake  Fo-yan^^  the  more 
dreary  was  the  appearance  of  the  country  ;  and  for  the  didance 
of  ten  miles  around  it,  or  at  leaft  on  the  fouth  and  weft  fides, 
was  a  wild  wafte  of  reeds  and  rank  grades,  fuch  as  the  Scirpus^ 
Ofperust  and  bulrufhes,  interrupted  only  by  (lagnant  pools  of 
water.  Not  a  human  dwelling  of  any  defcription  was  to  be 
feen.  This  place  may  juflly  be  confideredas  the  fink  of  China, 
into  which  rivers  fall  from  every  point  of  the-  compafs.  It  is 
fcarcely  poffible  for  the  imagination  to  form  to  itfelf  an  idea  of 
a  more  delolate  r^on  than  that  which  furlvNinds  the  Po-yang 
lake.  The  temperature  was  fo  reduced,  by  the  circumambienc 
waters,  that  on  the  37th  November,  witli  drizzling  Ihowers, 
the  thermometer  was  down  to  48^  in  the  forenoon.  We  failed 
near  four  whole  days  over  the  (ame  kind  of  «oontry  and  came* 
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towards  the' evening  of  tbe  laft|  to  diedty  cS  NIm'tebatig'/oo, 
%hee»p\tal  ui  Ktaa^-fee,  where  we  ohierved  fiom  foot  to  five 
hundred  of  the  xevenue  veflels  lying  at  anchor.  We  waited  at 
this  place  a  few  hours  to  take  in  the  neceflary  provifioiis  and 
to  receive  a  prefent  of  filk,  tea,  and  fome  other  trifles  from  die 
viceroy.   We  were  told  of  a  famous  temple  in  the  oeighhour-* 
hood  of  the  city,  but  we  had  no  cutiofity  to  go  out  of  the  way 
to  fee  it,  which  was  dedicated  to  the  man  who,  as  we  have  al« 
ready  obferved,  made  his  opotbiojis  comfortably  in  his  own 
houfe ;  tliat  there  was  a  well  belonging  to  this  temple  full  of 
lafge  fnakes,  whom  the  prieds  venerate  and  to  whom  they  ad- 
monifli  the  people  to  make  facrlBces,  as  being  children  of  the 
dragons  which,  if  not  conftantly  appcafed  by  oblations  to 
t/icfe  their  offspring,  would  deftroy  the  whole  world.    Thus,  in 
all  countries  wlicrc  votaries  ot  ruperftition  are  to  he  found, 
will  knaves  be  met  with  to  take  advantage  of  their  wcaknefs. 
The  pricfts  of  this  temple  arc  faid  to  have  made  one  obfcrva- 
tion,  which  is  perhaps  no  fupcrftltion,  that  when  thefe  water 
fnakes  appear  on  the  furfacc,  raius  and  inundations  are  fure  to 
follow.    I  took  advantage,  however,  of  the  fliort  delay,  to  go 
on  board  one  of  the  revenue  vciicl;-;  and  to  mcaUuc  the  caj^a- 
city  of  its  hold.    It  was  in  length  1 15  icct,  bicaJch  15  feet,  and 
depth  6  feet  ;    the  fides  ftrcight   and  the  width  nearly  the 
fame  fore  and  ait  ;  io  tliat  the  burden  might  fahly  he  eftimated 
at  250  tons.    Independent,  therefore,  of  the  innumerable  fmall 
craft,  there  were  lying  before  this  city  100,000  tons  of  (hip- 
ping. 

The  dty  of  J\Snv-4ciw)|f^  is  fituated  vpon  the  left  bank  of 
die  river  Kmt-^daf^-ita.  falling  fiom  the  fouthwaid  into  the 
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Po-jang  Iak&  It  was  here  about  fite  hundred  yards  in  width, 
agamft  the  ftream  of  which  we  made  a  rapid  progreis  with  a 
brilk  breeze.  For  the  firfl  fixty  miles  the  countrjr  was  flat  and 
uncuhivated,  except  io  places  where  we  obferved  a  few  fields 
of  ricfe  But  there  was  no  want  of  population.  Towns  and 
villages  were  condantly  in  Hght,  as  were  alfo  manufactories  of 
earthen  ware,  bricks  and  tiles.  The  farther  we  advanced  up 
the  river,  the  more  populous  was  the  country,  the  more  varied 
and  agreeable  the  furface,  and  the  more  extended  the  cultiva- 
tion. The  banks  w^ere  Ikirted  with  large  trees,  that  caft  a  cool 
and  comfortable  (hade  on  the  walks  beneath.  Of  thefe,  feme 
were  willows,  others  camphors,  but  by  far  the  greateft  num- 
ber were  the  Yarig-tcbooy  a  large  fprcading  tree  that  threw  its 
branches  down  to  the  ground  where,  like  the  Ftcus  Tndicus^  of 
which  indeed  it  was  a  variety,  they  took  root  and  became 
ftems. 

At  the  city  Ke'i-Jbui-Jbhn^  which  like  moft  cities  In  China 
offered  little  worthy  of  remark,  tbe  river  divided  into  two 
branches;  and  at  Kin-gan-foo^  a  city  of  the  firft  order,  which 
wc  pafTed  the  fame  night,  by  the  river  coatrading  fuddenly  the 
current  became  ftronj^er  and  of  courfe  our  proj^refs  flower. 
To  track  the  barges  it  was  ncccnary  aj^ain  to  prefs  a  numlier 
of  men  ;  here,  however,  it  may  be  ohfcrvcd,  they  undertook 
the  fervicc  with  more  vvillingncfs  than  to  the  northward.  Tlie 
river  meandered  through  a  mountainous  and  barren  country, 
rich  only  in  pl^lurefque  beauty  which,  though  pleafing  to  the 
eye  of  the  ariHl  and  the  connoiffcur,  has  lefs  charms  for  the 
philofopher,  who  finds  more  real  beauties  to  exid  in  a  i'oil, 

however 
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however  tame  and  unifonn,  that  can  be  rendered  fubfenrient  to 
the  ufes  of  man. 

On  the  3d  of  November  we  approached  that  part  of  the  river 
which,  on  account  of  the  numerous  (lup-wrecks  that  have  hap- 
pened there,  is  held  in  no  fmaU  degree  of  dread  by  the  Chinefe. 
They  call  it  the  5i't'c'-^*7-/r7;?,  or  tlic  eighteen  catarnQs :  which 
are  torrents  formed  by  ledges  of  rock  ruaaing  across  the  bed  of 
\  the  river.  They  have  not,  however,  any  thing  very  terrific  in 
them,  not  one  being  half  fo  dangerous  as  the  fall  at  London 
biidge  alunit  half-tide.  But  the  Chincfc  have  no  great  dexteri- 
ty in  the  management  of  their  vi  (Tcls.  They  are  fo  eafily 
alarmed,  that  they  frequently  mifca.:  v  throuG;h  timidity,  when 
a  little  recolledlion  and  refolunon  ••  luA  have  fecured  them 
lucccfs.  The  niouniainb  between  \s  hich  ihc  river  was  hemmed 
in  were  covered  with  forcfts  of  the  larch  tir ;  the  glens  and 
vallics  abounded  whh  the  bamboo,  of  which  we  here  obferved 
'    two  fpecies,  one  the  fame  that  is  common  in  other  parts  uf  the  • 

•  £aft,  and  the  fecond  much  fmaller  in  its  growth,  feldom  exceed- 
ing the  height  of  ten  feet ;  and  the  fibres  of  its  fmalt  ftem  are 
more  hard  and  folid  than  thofe  of  the  other  fpceies.  The  Chi- 
nefe ufe  it  in  the  finer  parts  of  fuch  houfehold  furniture  and 
other  artides  as  are  coiiftrudted  of  bamboow  From  the  maigins 
of  the  river  to  tfie  feet  of  the  forefls  the  lower  parts  of  the 
inoantains  were  covered  with  coppice^  among  which  the  moft 

*  <;omnion  ihnib  bore  a  clofe  relembtance  to  the  tea  plant,  and 
accordingly  the  Chineie  called  it  the  Tclut  wba^  or  flower  of 
tea.  It  was  the  CamelUa  Sefm^pM  of  ^huoberg,  to  which  they' 
had  given  the  lame  name  (not  being  very  nice  in  Specific  dUtin^ 
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ttpns,  M  to  the  QmelUa  Japmea  of  Lianxos.  From  the  out 
of  the  former  not  ualike  to,  though  fomewhat  fmaller  than,  the 
chefaut,  a  'very  plea&ntoU  is  exprefled  anfl  ufed  for  fimlUr  puiv 
poles  to  the  Florence  oil  in  Europe. 

*  ■ ,  •* 

This  intricate  part  of  the  river,  where  innuniierable  pointed 
rocks  occurred,  fome  above,  fome  even  with,  and  others  juft 
below  the  furface  of  the  water,  required  two  long  days'  iail  with 
a  fair  breeze ;  and  the  falls  became  more  ra(nd  and  dangerous 
the  farther  we  advanced.  At  the  fifteenth  catarad  we -.per- 
ceived two  or  three  veflels  lying  again (l  the  rocks  with  thar 
flat-bottoms  uppermoft ;  a  terrible  fight  for  our  bargemen  who^ 
like  the  countryman  in  the  fable,  in  (lead  of  applying  the  flioul* 
dcr  to  t!ie  wheel,  began  to  implore  the  afliftance  of  the 'rive? 
god  by  founding  the  gong,  iii  order  to  roufe  his  attention 
and  by  regaling  his  olfadory  nerves  with  the  fmoke  of  fandaU 
wood  matches ;  fo  that  had  we  been  dropping  down  the  dream, 
iodead  of  gmng  againd  it,  there  was  every  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  our  barge  would  have  fliared  a  (imilar  fate }  for  it  received 
many  a  gentle  rub  againft  the  rocks. 

The  appearance  of  the  country  ii:  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
cataradts  was  extremely  beautiful.  1  he  tranfparency  of  the 
ftream,  the  bold  rocks  finely  fringed  with  wood,  and  the  varied 
forms  of  the  mountains  called  to  mind  thofe  delightful  dreams 
that  are  dllcharged  from  the  lakes  of  the  northern  counties  of 
England.  I.ike  thefe  too,  the  Kan-kiang-bo  abounded  with 
fiflx,  not  however  with  the  delicious  trout  but  one  of  much 
lefs  flavour,  a  fpeciea  of  perch.    Great  numbers  of  rafts  were 
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floating  on  the  river  with  the  fifhing  corvoimti  and  iJfre  obftrved 
that  he  fcldom  dIved  without  fucceft.  For  the  whole  diftance 
of  three  days*  journey,  the  hilly  country  bonlering  on  the 
river  produced  very  little  but  tht  CamdHa  SefsM^ua^  which  ap^ 
peared  to  be  every  where  of  ijpontaneous  growth* 

AVc  haired  on  the  6lh  of  December,  late  in  the  evening,  be<» 
fore  the  city  of  Kan-tcboo-foo,  which  ia  remarkable  for  nothiag 
that  I  could  leam  except  for  the  great  qnntlty  of  varnifh  trees 
the  Rhus  verhix  1  fappofe,  that  are  cultivated  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood.   In  the  courfe  of  the  journey  we  had  picked  up  two 
varieties  of  the  tea  plant,  taken  out  of  the  ground  and  potted 
by  our  own  gardener  ;  and  which,  being  in  good  growing  or- 
der, were  intended  to  be  fcnt  to  Bengal  as  foon  as  occafion 
might  fcrve  after  our  arrival  at  Canton.    Knowing  we  fliould 
be  hurried  away,  asufual,  in  the  morning  and  wifhing  to  pro- 
cure a  few  young  plants  of  the  varnifh  tree,  I  prevailed  on  our 
good  friend  Van-ta-gin  to  difpatch  fome  pcrfon  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  to  add  to  thofe  of  the  tea  plant  and  the  Camellia  Sen/art' 
qua.    Van  made  application  to  the  men  in  office  at  this  place, 
with  the  beft  intention  of  ferving  us,  but  thefe  gentry,  either 
conceiving  that  their  compliance  might  be  freafon  to  the  rtatc, 
or  elfe,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  the  nation,  determined  to  pLy  a 
trick  upon  the  ftrangers,  certainly  procured  the  plants  and 
fent  thcin  on  board  in  pota,  juft  as  we  were  departing  the  ne?tt 
morning.    In  a  fhort  time  they  all  began  to  droop,  the  leam 
withered  and,  on  e^mination,  it  was  fi>iknd  fhat'iiot-a  fingle 
plant  among  them  had  theleaft  portion  ofa'robt,  being  nothing 
more  than  finall  branches  of  trees  which,  from  the  natuit 
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of  the  wood,  were  npt  H)c.ci^  ^pr  iadM.d  eyejc  ;Q(f&d$d  tp 
ftrike  root. 


From  Kan-tcboo-Joo  the  face  of  the  country  became  more  uni- 
form and  fuitable  for  the  labours  of  agriculture ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, we  foudd  a  very  fmall  pordoa  of  jl  unoccupied.  Wheat 
about  fijc  inches  above  grouodandextcnfive  plantations  of  the  fu- 
gar  cane  fit  for  cutting,  >yefe  the  .chief  jurticles  un^er  c^ltivatioa: 
and  the  farther  we  aHyaneed  to  the  fQUthwwrd,  the  more  Abundant 
and  extended  were  thofe  of  the  latt^.  The  cane*  were  nmrkablj 
juicy  and  their  jotDttfroq^  fix  to  mne' iiicbef  iakqgdu  To 
exprel«  the  jvtqe  firom  r}itm  and  cpijivert  it  intp  ^  confident 
maf')  temporary  millp  were  ere^ed  in  diftrent  pUcei  finon^ 
the  phmutions.   The  procefs  was  yerf  fimple.   ^  pajur  of  cy- 
lindersi  fometime^  of  ftooe  ^t^t  moce  generally  of  hjU^.wo^, 
placed  7erdical)y,  were  put  in  motion  bjy  qj^en  or  bu^tos  and 
from  the  foot    thefe  the  ^ptprefled  juice  yn$  cqnyeyed,  ^ 
tube  earned  under  the  floor,  into  a  boiler  tlu|t  was  funk  in 
ground  at  the  end  of  the  apartment ;  where  it  waji  boiled  to  ^ 
j)roper  degree  of  confidence  the  exprdTe^  caues  ferving  9^ 
fuel.   Though  unacquunted  with  the  proc^  of  refining  fugar^ 
the  natural  t^dency  that.the  iynip  poflfefles  of  forming  it|e{f 
into  cryftala  in  cjooling  had  fuggefted  to  t1^  t)ie  n^eai^  c£ 
obtaining  very  fipe  and  pure  fi^gac-can^y  wh}ch,  .in  the  n^arJnjt 
of  Canton,  is  fold  in  a  pulverized  ftate  as  white  as  the  beft  re- 
ined -fogar.    The  coorie  fynip,  .  uiually  called  .treade  or 
molaflea,  and  the  dregs,  are  not  emplo3fed,  as  Sn  ,^e  Weft 
Jndvt  iliUiidi»  .ip  tl^e  diftiUatiop  of  rum,  b^t  ase  .^edii|e» 
thrown  into  Hie  4kill'With:feimcoted  rioe^  in.oKder^^pcocurs  a 
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better  kind  of  Seau-tcboo  or  burnt  wine  ;  the  chief  ufe,  however, 
of  the  molafl"cs  is  to  prefervc  fruits  and  other  vegetable  produc- 
tions ;  and  particularly  the  roots  of  ginger,  a  cooferve  of  which 
the  Chinele  are  remarkably  fond. 

The  bed  of  the  river  having,  in  the  lapfe  of  ages,  fettled  to 
the  depth  of  twenty,  thirty,  or  even  forty  feet  below  the  general 
level  of  the  country,  it  became  ncceflary  to  employ  fome  artifi- 
cial means  of  obtaining  the  water  for  the  purpofe,  of  irrigation. 
The  contrivance  made  ufe  of  to  raife  It  to  the  lieight  of  the 
banks  was  fimple  and  ingenious ;  and  from  hence  it  was  con- 
veyed in  fmall  channels  to  every  part  of  the  cane  plantations. 
Of  the  ufeful  machine  employed  for  this  purpofcs  confift- 
"ing  of  a  bamboo  wheel  which  I  underftand  has  been  adopicd 
in  America,  a  view  and  fci^^ion  may  be  feen  among  the  plates 
accompanying  Sir  George  Staunton's  authentic  account  of  the 
embafly.  I  {hall  therefore  content  myielf  with  obfervlng  in 
this  place  that,  the  axis  excepted,  it  is  entirely  conrtru<flcd  of 
bamboo,  without  the  afliftancc  of  a  fingic  nail  or  piece  of  iron  ; 
that  the  expencc  of  making  it  is  a  mere  tride  ;  that  in  its  ope- 
rations it  requires  no  attendance,  and  that  it  will  lift,  to  the 
height  of  forty  feet,  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  of  water 
in  the  courfe  of  twenty-four  hours  Every  plantation  near 
tbis  part  of  the  liver  bid  in  wheel  and  fome  of  Uiem  two ; 

•  The  watcr>ivhecib  ftill  dSid  in  Syria  differ  only  from  thofc  oT  di'ma,  by 
kaving  loofe  buckets  fafpended  at  the  circurnfcrcncc,  iullead  of  Exed  ittbe».    "  Ibc 
**  ivlxcck  of  Hama,"  iajrs  Volnejr^  "  arc  ihirty'two  feet  in  diameter.   Troughs  art 
**  faSeiMd  to  tlw  cucoinfcrcace,  aad.r*  difpofed  as  to  fall  in  the  riyer,  aad 
**  dMf  naehtlKvaicscf  the«Jkel»dittaiietilie«itieriBloai^^ 
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uul  the  water  naStd  by  tben  was  fometinies  conveyed  at  ooce 
into  tbe  plota  of  canet  and  fometimes  into  idcrvoitii  out  of 
which  it  was  afterwards  pomped,  aa  oocsfion  might  tequirc,  hj 
the  chain*pump  and  carried  to  thofe  pIsces  where  it  mi^t  bo 
wanted  along  finall  channels  coated  with  day* 

The  women  of  this  province  were  more  robnft  than  ordinarjr 
and  well  fuitcd,  hj  their  ftrtngth'and  mulcular  powers,  to  en* 
dure  the  hard  labour  and  drudgery  of  the  fidd»  which  feemed 
to  be  thdr  chief  employment.  Thisfixt  of  Ubour,  howev6r» 
might  be  the  canfe,  rather  than  the  confequeocei  of  their  extr^ 
ordinary  ftrength  and^nuUculine  form*  Tlie  habitual  u(e  of 
hard  labour,  to  which  the  women  arc  here  brought  up,  fits 
them  beft  to  become  tlie  wives  of  the  peafantry  ia  the  neigh- 
bouring provinces ;  and  accordingly,  when  a  Chlnefe  farmer  ia 
defirous  of  purchafing  a  working^ife  he  makes  his  offers  in 
'  Kiang-fee,  %.  Itniras  here  that  we  faw  a  woman  yoked  literally  by 
traces  to  a  plough,  whilfl  the  hufband  or  mafter  had  the  lighter 
taflc  of  holdin;;  it  by  one  hand  and  drilling  in  the  feed  with  the 
other.  The  exertion  of  labour  together  with  the  conllaiit  cx- 
pofure  to  the  weather,  in  a  climate  fituated  under  the  twenty- 
fifth  to  the  twenty-ninth  parallel  of  latitude,  have  contributed 
to  render  more  coarfe  and  forbidding  the  features  of  the  fair  fex 
of  Kiang-Jce^  in  the  formation  of  which,  indeed,  Nature  had  not 
been  too  bountiful.  Like  the  wonnen  of  the  Malay  nation,  with 
whom  they  mod  probably  are  derived  from  one  common  ftock, 
they  fixed  their  Ilrong  black  hair  clofe  to  the  head  by  two  metal 
'Ikewers.  Their  drela,  in  other  refpcds,  wastheiameas  that 
of  .die  tnen*  and  like  thefe  they  wore  ftraw  Jkidals 
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Thflsftr,  bj  avoi^iig  the  p&a  atteodant  on  fiiAlMable  &ei, 
lundeiijOTiqg  the  fiee  nie  cf  thdr  UaIm,  tlicjr  might  be  iaid  lo 
liftve  the  ■dvuMHge<if  die  oty  Udpet.   It  ««•»  indeed,  oUerted 

that  even  fuch  as  ^*cre  not  emplo^red  indie  blxnKtof  the  Held, 
but  kept  cooftaotly  et  home  for  dotneftic  pnrpofes,  were,  in  thb 
province,  equally  exempted  from  the  barbarous  fa(htoa  of  crarap- 
^■gthete. 

On  the  9th  we  again  entered  a  narrow  detile  and  here  with 
difficulty  the  vefleU  were  forced  along  agatnft  a  ftrong  current ; 
and  over  the  pebbly  bottom,  againft  which  they  were  conftanlly 
flriking.    At  Nan-gnu -Jrio,  where  we  arrived  in  the  evening, 
the  river  ceafes  to  be  navigable.    Indeed  the  whole  of  the  three 
laft  days'  navigation  might,  with  propriety,  in  England  be 
called  only  a  trout  ftreani ;  upon  which  no  nation  on  earth, 
■except  the  Chincfe,  woviKrhave  conceived  the  idea  of  fioaiing 
any  kind  of  craft ;  they  have  however  adapted,yin  %n  admirable 
manner,  the  form  and  conlbudlion  of  their  veffcU  to  the 
nature  and  depth  of  the  navigation ;  towards  tflb^upj^er'  part  of 
the  prefent  river  tbef  drew  only,  when  moderately  bdeo, 
about  fix  inches  of  water.   They  were  firom  fifiy  to  bmoXj 
"ftet  .in  length,  narrow  and  flat-bottomed,  a  litde  eorved,  lb 
that  they  took  the  groirad  only  in  the  middle  point.   Yet,  in 
ferand  places,  the  water  was  fo  (hallow  that  they  eouU  not  be 
dragged  over  untit  a  ehannel  had  been  made,  by  removing  the 
■ftoocs  and  gravel  with  iron  rakes.  The  length  of  this  fiver, 
from  its  foorce  at  Nm-gtm-fio  to  the  Po-yang  lake,  is  nearly 
three- hundred  Englifii  miles.    The  banks  in  the  low  part  of 
the  province  of  Kuaig'/tt  confifted  of  a  deep  ibilef  blaek>«anh^ 
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fupportcd  on  day  of  ft  dtfk  red  or  brown  coloor;  denodiig  the 

{NreTcDce  of  Iron.  The  mounutns  were  chiefly  of  red  fand- 
ftooet  and  the  foil  of  the  hills,  producing  tha  CmtStOt  waa  4 
brown  loam  mixed  with  paitidet  of  mica* 

We  had  now  before  tis  another  land-journey,  over  the  ftecp 
and  lofty  mountain  of  Mc  /iriy  whofe  fummit  is  tl.c  boundary 
between  the  two  provinces  of  Klang-fce  and  i^nan-tuvg  ;  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  which  commences  the  river  Pei-ktang-bo  that 
flows  by  the  port  of  Canton ;  and  whofe  mouth  is  familiarly 
known  in  Europe  by  ihc  name  of  the  Bocca  'Jigrts.  The 
afcent  of  this  mountain,  which  fome  undertook  on  horlcback 
and  others  in  diain,  was  made  by  a  ipell-paved  load,  carried 
in  a  zig-zag  manner  over  die  vary  higlieft  point,  wbere  a  .paft 
wa»  cut  toacoofidenkble  depth  through  a  graoile  rock;  a  wsmk 
that  had  evidently  not  been  accompliflied  with  any  modciato 
degree  of  labour  or  expcnce.  In  the  middle  of  the  paft  waa 
a*  nuliuiy  poft,  mocfa  ibooger  tfaaa^adinaiy,  and  it  wai4o- 
ftodad  or,  morecorro£tiy  lpeakiog»  it  watlMppliod  whli  two. 
old  pecei  «f  CMUion»  that  Jiad 'been  oafl^  in  all  prolMhili^«  mr 
iwohnndrodTcvs  affo*  ^peihapsby  the  Jiefiiits  who  fiift  tanj;hlt 
them  an  art  which  they  .li»n  abaady  sto  ham  -fiu^gptten  sit 
aig^cfted. 

The  view  from  the  fummit  towards  the  fouthward,  over  the 
province  of  Canton,  was  as  rich  and  enchanting  as  that  on  the 
oppofite  fide  was  dreary  and  barren.  In  dcfccnding  tlie  gradual 
dope  of  about  twelve  miles,  before  the  mountain  had  blended 
with  thc^neul  furface  .of  the  cquotr]|;,  tbece  was  a  condanc 
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focceffion  of  dwellings ;  fo  diatthU  whole  diftaoee  miglit  alnoR; 
be  confidered  as  one  continued  ftreet.  Half  of  the  buildmga 
eooiifted,  however,  of  places  of  conTenience  to  which  pa0en- 
giere  might  retire  to  obey  the  Cftlla  of  nature  j  and  the  doors,  or 
rather  the  openings  into  foch  eredions,  were  always  invitingly 
fronting  the  flreet.  To  each  fingle  dwelling,  whether  alone  or 
jdned  with  others,  was  annexed  a  fabric  of  this  de&r^pdon. 
Fi'-h  was  conflruded  upon  a  large  terrace  ciftem,  lined  with 
'  fiich  materials  that  no  ablbrption  could  take  place;  and  draw 
and  other  dry  niMiifh  are  thrown  in  by  the  owners,  from  time 
to  time,  to  prevent  evaporation.  In  one  of  the  ftrects  of  Can- 
ton is  a  row  of  buildings  of  this  kind  \\hich,  in  fo  watin  a 
climate,  is  a  dreadful  nuifance ;  but  the  confuicration  of  pre- 
ferving  that  kind  of  manure,  which  by  ilie  Cfiintre  isconfidered 
as  fuperior  for  forcing  vegetation  to  ail  others,  has  got  the  bet- 
ter of  both  decency  and  prudence. 

All  the  pafTengers  we  met  upon  this  road  were  laden  with 
jars  of  oil  expreflcd  from  the  Camellia.  In  the  courfe  of 
eighteen  miles,  which  is  about  ^  the  diftance  from  the  fummit 
of  Me-Un  to  the  dty  of  Non-Jbeun-foo,  we  pafled  at  'Ieaft  a 
thoufand  perfons  on  their  way  to  Nan-gan-fooy  each  bearing  ten 
or  twelve  gallons  of  oil  and  among  thefe  were  a  number  of 
women* 

Having  now  traveried  five  of  the  provinces  of  Oiina,  that 
are  confidered  among  the  nfoft  populous  and  prododlve  in  the 
cmpife,  a  g^ral  ikeCch  may  be  drawn,  by  takidg  a  retro^ 
^Oive  inew,  of  the  ftate  of  agikultiire  and'the  ctfndition 
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the  people;  of  their  lialjitations,  drefs,  diet  and  means  of 
fubfiAence  ;  and  fome  concIuHoa  drawn  as  to  the  population 
of  the  country. 

It  was  a  remark  too  fingular  to  cfcape  lunlcc  that,  except  in  ■ 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  Po-yaitg  lake,  the  peafantry  of  the 
province  in  which  the  capital  (lands  were  more  miferable, 
their  houfea  more  mean  and  wretched,  and  th«r  lands  in  a 
worfe  (Ute  of  cultivation,  than  in  any  other  part  f£  the  ronte^ 
a  remark  which  alfo  agrees  with  the  accounts  given  by  the 
Dutch  embafly  of  that  part  of  Pe^cbe4ee^  on  the  fouth-weft 
iide  of  the  capital,  through  which  they  paflcd.    Four  mod 
walls  covered  over  with  a  thatch  of  jeeds,  or  the  ftraw  of  millet^ 
or  the  ftems  of  holcus,  compofe  their  habitations ;  and  they 
are  moft  oommonty  furronnded  with  chiy  walla,  or  with  a  fence  ' 
made  of  the  ftrong  (lems  of  the  Hohu  Sor^gbum*  A,  partitioa  of 
matting  divides  the  hovel  Into  two  apartments;  each  of  which  has 
a  fmall  opening  in  the  wall  to  admit  the  air  and  light ;  hut  one 
door  generally  ferves  as  an  entrance,  the  clofure  of  which  is 
frequently  nothing  more  than  a  ftrong  mat.   A  blue  cotton 
jacket  and  a  pair  of  trowfera,  a  ft  raw  hat  and  £hoes  of  the  fame 
material,  conftitute  the  drefs  of  the  majority  of  the  people. 
Matting  of  reeds  or  bamboo,  a  cylindrical  pillow  of  wood  co- 
vered with  leather,  a  kind  of  rug  or  felt  blanket  made  of  the 
hairy  wool  of  the  broad-tailed  fhcep,  not  fpun  and  woven  but  • 
beat  together  as  in  the  procefs  for  making  hats,  and  fometiraes 
a  mattrcfs  ftufted  with  wool,  hair,  or  draw,  conftitute  thdr 
bedding.    Two  or  three  jars,  a  few  bafons  of  earthen-ware  of 
the  coorfeft  kind,  a  laige  iron  pot,  a  frying-pan  and  a  portable 
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ilove,  ftre  the  chief  ardclei  of  furoicure.  Chain  and  tablet  are 
not  iKoeflary  ;  both  men  and  women  fit  on  their  heels  ;  and  in 
this  pofture  they  furround  the  great  iron  pot,  with  each  a  bsfon 
ia  his  hands,  when  ihey  take  their  meals.  The  pOfCfty  of 
their  food  was  fufficiently  indicated  by  their  meagre  appear- 
ance. It  confiRs  chicfiv  oi  boiled  rice,  millet,  or  other  grain, 
with  the  addicicn  of  onions  or  garlic,  and  mixed  loinctiincs 
with  a  few  other  vegetables  that,  by  way  of  relifh,  are  fried  iu 
rancid  oil,  extracted  from  a  variety  of  plants,  fuch  as  the  Selfd' 
muniy  Brajfftca  oricntalis^  ^'^{A^  Ciui/an,  a  fpecies  of  DoHcbos^ 
and,  among  others,  from  the  lame  fpecies  of  R  'u inns  or  Palma- 
Cbrifti^  from  which  the  Caftor  is  drawn,  and  uticd  only  in 
Europe  as  a  powerfol  purgadve.  Its  draftic  qualities  may 
probably  be  din^Aed  by  applying  lefii  prefliire  in  extraAing 
die  oiK'  or  by  habit,  or  by  ufing  it  frelh,  as  it  does  not  appear 
tibat  the  Qunefe  fufo  any  inoonTcnience  in  its  application  to 
cidinary  purpofea.  As"  well  as  I  coald  onderftand,  the  fted» 
were  feft  broifed  and  then  baled  in  water,  and  the  oil  that 
floeted  on  the  ibffiice  was  ikimme^  off.  Our  Flofence  oil  they 
aflfeded  not  to  adniire  beviog^  as  they  iaid,  no  tafte.  The 
Gtdnefe,  fike  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  of  Europe,  feem  td 
•ttach  a  higher  value  on  oils,  in  proportion  at  i^e  has  ^ven  to- 
Ihem  a  higher  dcpee  of  landdity* 

Fifh  of  any  kind,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  is  a  great  rarity; 
few  are  caught  in  the  rivers  of  ,6c ■Av.  Wc  tuct  with  none 
in  the  whole  province,  except  at  J'un-fmg  and  in  the  capital,, 
whole  market,  no  doubt,  like  that  of  London,  draws  to  its 
ceatie  the  choice  produdi  of  a  lery  extenfive  circuit.   Salt  and 
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dried  fi(h,  it  it  true,  are  brought  from  the  ibuthward  as  articlei 
^commcree,'  but  ihe  poor  peafaatry  cannot  afford  to  purchale 
them  for  general  ufe.  They  obuun  them  only  fometimes  by 
bartering  millet  or  vegetaUee  in  exchange.  A  moriel  of  pork  to , 
idifli  their  rice  is  almoft  the  only  kind  of  meat  that  the  poor  can 
affi>rd  to  teftei  They  have  little  milk  and  neither  butter,  nor 
cheefe,  nor  bread;  articles  of  nourithment  towhich,with  potatoes* 
the  pcafantry  of  Europe  owe  their  c\uis£  fupport.  Boiled  rice,  in- 
deed, and  not  bread,  is  conlidered  as  an  article  of  the  firft  nc* 
ccfTity,  the  RaS'  of  life  in  China.  Hence  the  monofyllable ySni, 
which  figniiies  boiled  rice,  enters  into  every  compound  that 
implies  eating ;  tlius  tcbe-Jhir,  the  name  of  a  meal  in  general,  is 
to  eat  rice;  breakfaft  ia  called  the  tfao-fan  or  morning  rice, 
and  fuppcr  tlie  ouan-fan  or  evening  rice.  Their  principal  and 
indeed  their  heft  beverage  is  had  tea,  boiled  oyer  and  over  again 
as  long  as  any  bkter  reaiains  in  the  leaves,  taken  without  milk 
or  rufz;ar,  or  any  oilier  ingredient  except,  in  cold  weather,  a 
little  ginger.  In  this  weak  lute  the  only  purpofe  it  Teems  to 
anfwer  is  that  of  carrying  down  the  fediment  of  muddy  wa- 
ter that  abounds  in  all  the  flat  provinces  of  China,  which  the 
leaves  of  tea  (as  I  fancy  thoic  of  any  other  plant  would)  are 
found  to  do.  Thefe  poor  creatures,  however,  are  inflrudled 
by  popular  opinion  to  afcribe  to  it  many  extraordinary  qua- 
lities 

It 

•  The  fimplc  hoil'n;^  of  the  w.itcr  inJ(^ed  contributes  gre-ttly  to  the  quick  depofi* 
tioa  of  earthf  pan  teles,  wixich  maj  bATe  been  one  cauf:  of  the  univerlal  pradice  of 
drinking  every  tiling  M-ami  in  Cbtni.  Tbcjr  ivcre  furpriied  to  fte  our  foldien  and 
lervants  drinking  the  water  of  the  Pei-ho  cold,  ind  told  them  it  wai  very  bad  fof 
the  ftonuch  and  bowtb.  Tliiscenpl  tiiit,  in  faA(  attacked  almoft  all  the  inferior 
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It  would  require  a  more  familiar  acquaintance  with  the 
people  and  a  longer  refidence  amon^  them,  than  was  allowed 
to  us,  to  explain  the  true  reafon  of  fuch  real  poverty  among 
the  peafantry  in  the  vicinity  of  the  capital.  Perhaps,  indeed, 
it  may  be  owlnfr,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  proximity  of  the 
court,  which  in  all  countries  has  the  effeft  of  drawing  together 
a  crowd  of  people  to  confume  the  produdls  of  the  foil,  without 
contributing  any  portion  of  labour  towards  their  production. 
The  encouragement  that  is  here  given  to  idlenefs  and  [diflipa- 
tion  is  but  too  apt  to  entice  the  young  peafantry  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood from  their  houfes,  and  thus  rob  the  country  of  its  beft 
hands.  The  foil,  likcwife,  near  the  capital  is  barren  and  fandy, 
producing  few  fupplics  beyond  the  wants  of  the  fcveral  tenants; 
and  all  other  neceffaries  of  life  not  railed  by  them  inuft  be  pur- 
chafed  extravagantly  dear.  It  is,  indeed,  furprizing  how  this 
immenfe  city,  faid  to  contain  three  millions  of  inhabitants,  is 
concrived  to  be  fuppUed  at  any  rate,  confideting  the  very  fterile 
and  unprodudiTe  ftate  of  the  country  for  many  mites  around 
it.  It  might  not,  however,  be  a  matter  of  left  aftonilhment  to 
a  Chinefe,  nor  left  difficult  fcnr  him  to  conceive,  in  what  man- 
ner our  own  ea^ntal  receives  its  daily  fupplies,  efpecially  after 
he  had  oblerred  that  there  is  not  a  fingle  road,  by  whidi  Lon- 


put  «f     enkifly,  which  Dofior  Gillan  did  not  hefitate  to  aftribe  to  the  great  inv 

purity  of  the  wat-.r.  "Hnt  the  Chinefe  argued  the  point  with  the  DotfJor  with  re- 
gard to  taking  it  coldf  alkiag  him  why  all  the  fluids  of  the  body  were  warm,  if  na> 
ture  had  lAtendcd  as  to  drink  mttr  nd  other  liqaidii  in  «  cold  ftate !  They  fiemed 
to  have  forgottea  that  all  (be  vana-Uoodedninals,  except  man*  muft  necefiriff 
drink  cold  vatcr. 

don 
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don  can  be  approached,  that  is  not  carried  over  vaft  trails  of  un- 
cultivated commons  and  waile  grounds. 

The  vallies  of  Tanary  furnifli  beeves  and  broad-tailed  flieep 
for  Pekin,  and  grain  is  brought  by  water  from  every  part  of 
the  country,  of  which  the  government  takes  the  precaution  to 
lay  up  in  (lore  a  fufficient  quantity  for  a  twelvemonth's  con- 
fumption.  Of  animal  food|  pork  is  mofUy  confumed.  Few 
peafimtt  are  vrithoiit  their  breed  of  hogs ;  thefe  animals,  i&deed, 
are  Ukewile  kept  in  large  cides,  where  ^hey  become  pubUc 
nniianceB,  Bad  beef  in  Pelrin  felk  for  about  fix-pence  the 
pound ;  mutton  and  pork  eight-pence  ;  lean  fowls  and  duckt  • 
firom  two  to  three  ihiliings ;  eggs  are  generally  about  one  penny 
each;  linall  loaves  d  bread  that  are  boiled  in  fteam,  without 
yeaft  or  leaven,  are  about  four-pence  a  pound ;  rice  fells  ufually 
at  three-halfpence  or  two*pence  the  pound ;  wheat  flour  at 
two^pimce  halfpenny  or  three^nce ;  fine  tea  firom  twdve  to 
diirty  Ihtllings  a  pound ;  that  of  the  former  price,  at  leaft  fuch 
as  was  procured  clandeftiaely  for  us,  not  drinkable,  and  the 
latter  not  near  fo  good  as  that  of  about  fix  {hillings  in  Lon« 
don  There  are,  indeed,  plenty  of  tea-houfes  in  and  near 
the  capital,  where  the  labouring  people  may  purchafe  their  cup 
of  tea  for  two  fmall  copper  coin  (not  quite  a  farthing)  but  it  is 
miferably  bad.  A  tolerable  horfe  and  a  ipan-flave  are  ufually 
about  the  iame  price,  being  from  fifteen  to  twenty  ounces  of 

.*  As  tliele  teas  however  were  purchaTedby  Chinefe,  1  have  no  doubt  they  re/erved 
MthemfelTa  averf  large  profit  oo  tbecommilBoa, fiir  ic  isftarcdf  pofliUe  dkak  Uik 

article,  the  growth  and  produce  of  the  middle  proviaccs*  ftonld  bor  apckelQ&r 
beyond  wbat  the  jery  bell  fcUs  for  ia  London* 

3  lilver. 
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filvcr.  Tlic  article  of  drcfs  worn  by  llic  common  people  U  noE 
very  expenfive.  The  peafantry  are  invariably  clad  in  cotton  ; 
and  this  article  is  the  produce  of  moft  of  the  provinces.  The 
complete  drtfs  of  a  pcafaui  is  about  fifteen  {hillings  ;  of  a  com- 
mon traJclinan  throe  pounds;  an  officer  of  government's  com- 
mua  Jrcfs  ten  pounds;  of  ceremony  about  thirty  pounds;  and 
if  ciuriched  with  embroidery  and  gold  and  (ilver  tiflue,  between 
two  and  tlm  hoiuhred  pounds:. a  pair  of  black  fatlo  boou 
tweacy  fliiUiiigi ;  and  a  cap  or  boiwet  about  the  fame  fom. 
The  price  of  labour,  howorer,  and  particuUrly  in  P^ia;  bears 
no  fort  of  proportioo  to  the  price  of  provifions.  A  .mechaotc 
in  this  city  thinla  Itpimfelf  weU  pud  if  lie  gets  a  (billing  Spday., 
A  common  weairer,  joiner,  or  other  tradefman  earns  a  bare 
fttbfiAence  for  his  fiunily ;  and  tlie  1»cft  ferrants  msy  be  liiied 
lor  an  ounce  of  filvcr  a-month.  Many  are  glad  to  g^ve  tbdr 
Services  in  e«chaiy  tot  thdr  fabfiftence,  without  any  con&- 
decadon  In  bard  money*  Tobacco  being  an  indifpenfable  arti- 
cle for  all  ranks  of  every  age  and  lex  bears  of  courfe  a  high 
price  in  the  capital.  Itis  fiogular  enough,  that  this  plant  ihoukL 
have  found  its  way  into  every  part  of  the  world,  among  favi^ 
as  well  as  civilized  nations,  even  into  the  deferts  of  Africa, 
where  it  was  found  in  conftant  uic  aindiij';  the  Boolhuanas,  a 
people,  till  very  lately,  totally  unknown;  and  it  is  equally  An- 
gular, that  an  herb  of  fo  difagree;i!)lc  a  laftc  ihould,  by  habit, 
obtain  an  afccndency  fo  far  over  the  appetite,  as  not  eadly  to 
be  reUn^uiihed. 

The  climate  of  the  northern  provinces  ia  unfavourable  to  the 
poor  peafantry.    The  fuameiil  are  fo  warm  that  they  go 

nearly 
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nearly  naked  and  the  winters  lb  Icvere  that,  what  with  their 
poor  and  fcanty  fare,  their  want  of  fuel,  clothing,  and  even 
(helter,  thoufands  are  faid  to  perlfh  from  cold  and  hunger.  In 
fiich  a  condition  the  ties  ot  nature  fometimes  yield  to  felf-pre- 
fervation,  and  children  are  fold  to  lave  both  the  parent  and  off- 
fpring  from  perifliing  for  want;  and  infants  become  a  prey  to> 
hopclcfs  indigence.  We  have  feen  in  the  notes  taken  by  the- 
gentleman  in  the  Dutch  embaiTy,  how  low  the  temperature  is 
ftt  Pekin  ilk  the  winter  months ;  and  they  have  no  coals  nearar 
than  the  mountains  of  Tartary,  which  are  all  brought  on  the 
backs  of  dromedaries ;  of  courle,  they  are  extravagantly  dear. 
In  &3r,  they  are  fcarcely  ever  burned  pure,  but  are  crumbled 
to  duft  and  mixed  up  with  earth,  in  which  ftate  they  give  out 
a  very  ftrong  bear,  but  no  flame,  and  aie  fiutable  enough  for 
their  fmall  dole  ftoves^ 

Although  it  is  a  principle  of  the  GhSne(e  government  to  ad» 
mit  of  no  diftindions  among  its  fobjeds,  except  tho(e  thatJeam- 
ing  and  office  confer  ^  and  although  the  moft  rigid  fumptuary 
laws  have  been  impofed  to  check  that  tendency  to  fliew  and 
fplendor,  which  wealth  is  apt  to  aflume  ;  and  to  bring  as  muck 
as  poflible  on  a  level,  at  leaft  in  outward  appearance,  all  condt-^ 
tions  of  men  ;  yet,  with  regard  to  diet,  there  is  a.  wider  difl^* 
ence  perhaps  b^ween  the  rich  and  the  poor  of  China,  than  hx 
any  other  country.  That  wealtlt  which»  if  permitted,  would 
be  expended  in  flattering  the  vanity  of  its  pofleffors,  is  now  ap- 
plied in  thepnrchafe  of  dainties  to  pamper  the  appetite.  Their 
&mous  Gm^ngf  a  name  fignlfying  the  life  of  man  (the  Fanax 
ptittpufi^imoSIADnmut)  on  account  of  its  fuppofed  invigo- 
rating 


I 


S5ft  TRAVELS  IN  CHINA. 

raUog  attd  sphrddiiiK  quiJities  wu,  &r  a  kogdi  of  daiff, 
waghed  agaioft  gdd.  The  finewy  parts  of  ftags  and  otiwr  aiil> 
mals,  with  tlie  fins  of  (barks,  aS  prododhre  of  the  iame  efleda, 
are  purchafed  by  the  wealthy  at  enormous  prices :  and  the  nefts 

that  are  conflruded  by  fmall  fwallows  on  the  coafts  of  Cochin- 
china,  CnmboLlia,  and  otber  parts  of  the  Eaft,  are  dearer  even 
than  fome  kinds  oiG'tn-fiug.  JMoft  of  the  plants  that  grow  on 
the  iea-lhore  are  fuppofed  to  pofTefs  an  invigorating  quality, 
and  are,  therefore,  in  conftant  ufe  as  pickles  or  prefervcs,  or  fim- 
ply  dried  and  cut  into  fosips  in  the  place  of  other  vegetables, 
Tlic  leaves  of  one  of  thcle,  apparently  a  fpccics  of  that  genus  of 
fea-vveed  called  by  botanills  fuciis^  after  being  gathered,  are 
fteeped  in  frefh  water  and  hung  up  to  dry.  A  fmall  quantity 
of  this  weed  boiled  in  water  gives  to  it  the  coulilicnce  of  a 
jelly,  and  when  mixed  with  a  little  fugar,  the  juice  of  an  orange, 
or  other  fruit,  and  fet  by  to  cool,  I  know  of  uu  jelly  more  agree- 
able or  refrefliing.  The  leaf  ig  about  fix  inches  long,  narrow 
and  pointed,  deeply  ferrated,  and  the  maigins  ciliated;  the 
nuddle  part  fmooth,  femipttaniinreot,  and  of  a  leathery  confiil- 
enc&  The'ChinefecdIit£Sfil»<ieir. 

The  great  oflieeia  of  ftate  make  nfe  of  thefe  and  various 
odwr  gdatinons  viands  for  the  puipofe  of  acquiring,  >as  Uiey 
foppofe,  a  pn^er  degree  vi  corpulency    which  is  confideied 

by 

*  An  old  Fraicbinan  {Ce/Pgny)  bat  m  triple  of  fbe  new  ftlMiei,  lits  ftwd  MR 
that  the  Chincfe  are  in  pofTefEon  of  a  new  fcience,  the  exigence  of  whidl  WHS  AQt 
even  fufpefted  by  the  enlightened  nations  of  Europe.  As  he  has  the  merit  of  malc- 
ing  thii  wonderful  difcoverj*  it  is  but  fair  to  announce  it  in  his  own  words  :  Je 
**  pnftqneaoMdmiaMfiaidredttcai  (ktCluiid>)leip(aidBn«lc^^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


tRAVELS  IN  CHINA.  555 

by  them  as  refpcftable  and  impofing  upon  the  multitude;  of 
a  great  portion  of  whom  it  may  be  obfervcd,  as  Falftaff  faid 
of  his  company,  "  No  eye  hath  feen  fuch  fcare-crows."  It 
would  be  rare  to  find,  among  the  commonalty  of  China,  one 
to  compare  with  a  portcr-drinkinsi;  citizen  or  a  jolly-looking 
farmer  of  England.  They  arc  iiiilced  naturally  of  a  flender 
habit  of  body  and  a  fickiy  appearance,  few  having  the  blulli 
of  licahli  upon  their  checks.  The  tables  of  the  great  are  co- 
vered with  a  vaft  variety  of  di{hes,  confifting  moftly  of  ftews 
of  fiQi,  fowl  and  meat,  feparately  and  jointly,  with  proper  pro- 
portions of  vegetables  and  fauces  d  diilerent  kinds.  Their 
beverage  confifts  of  tea  and  whifkey.  In  Pipping  this  ardent  fpi- 
rit,  made  almoft  boiling  hot,  eating  paftry  and  fruits,  and  fmok> 
ing  the  pipe,  they  fpend  the  greateft  part  of  thie  day,  beginning 
from  the  momeot  they  rife  and  continuing  till  they  go  to  bed.  In 
hot  weather  they  fleep  ia  the  middle  of  the  da7,atteaded  by  two  fer- 
vanttfOneto  fan  away  the  flies  and  the  other  to  keep  them  cooU 

The  province  of  Pe'lcbe-4ee  embraces  an  extent  of  climate 
from.  38*  to  4ot*  of  north  latitude.  The  temperature  is  very 


«'  Jftrmatatopet  fcicncc  tome  nonvelle  pour  TEurnpc,  rticnce  <^ui  int^rclTc  i'hunianice 
«•  cn  gioartlf  «n  Kii  procanuitdet  jouiffiuMes  qui  I'Mtadhcnt  i  fia  cadfteace^  en  ta^ 
**  tRtemnt  la  faute  ec  la  vigeur»  en  r^pur.int  I'.tbus  des  exces,  en coatribdaata  J'softa 
*'  incntutinn  dc  la  population.  II  fcroit  digne  de  la  foUicitude  dci  gnurernemens  de 
**  s'occuper  dcs  rccherchcs  qui  pounoicnt  donner  des  connoiflaaces  fur  uoe  fcience 
**  ■  peiii*  fintpfonn^e  des  peiipk*  CdaMi  de  I'Enrope.**  He  then  annoiiitees  lilt 
IcBowledge  in  preparing  "  des  petites  pafUllet  qui  font  aphrodifiaquei  et  qui  convien« 
ncnt  fur-tout  ;iux  vcillards,  et  a  ceut  qui  ont  fait  des  cxces  :"  and  he  concludes 
with  the  inoriit'yiug  intelligence  that  he  is  not  permitted  to  reveal  the  important 

f^rtt,  **  qai  intirefle  rbimuniti  en  fcnefal." 
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various.  In  fummer  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  is  generally 
above  80"  during  the  day,  Ibmetimcs  exceeding  90' ;  and,  in 
the  middle  of  winter,  it  remains  for  many  days  together  below 
the  freezing  point,  defcending  occafionaliy  to  zero  or  o.  But 
it  generally  enjoys  a  clear  pure  atmofphere  throughout  the  whole 
year. 

In  the  pra£lical  part  of  agriculture,  in  this  province,  we  ob- 
ferved  little  to  attract  attention  or  to  commend.  The  farmer 
gets  no  more  than  one  crop  off  the  ground  in  a  feafon,  and 
this  is  generally  one  of  the  fpccies  of  millets  already  mentioned, 
or  holcus,  or  wheat ;  but  they  fometimes  plant  a  dolicbos  or 
bean  between  the  rows  of  wheat,  which  ripens  after  the  latter 
is  cut  down.  They  have  no  winter  crops,  the  hard  frofty  w^ea- 
iher  ufually  fetting  in  towards  the  end  of  November  and  con- 
tinuing till  the  end  of  March.  The  three  different  modes  of 
fowing  grain,  by  drilling,  dibbling,  and  broadcaft,  are  all  in 
ufe  but  chiefly  the  firft,  as  being  the  moft  expeditious  and 
the  crop  moft  eafy  to  be  kept  free  from  weeds ;  the  laft  is  rarely 
praQifed  on  account  of  the  great  wafte  of  feed  ;  and  dibbling  is 
ufed  only  in  fbaall  patches  of  ground  near  the  houfes  when  they 
aim  at  ncatnefs.  The  foil,  being  in  general  loofe  and  fandy 
and  free  from  ftones,  is  worked  without  much  diiEcuity,  bu£ 
it  feemed  to  require  a  good  deal  of  manure  ;  and  this  ncceffary 
article  from  the  paucity  of  domeftic  animals  is  extremely  fcarce. 
Very  few  fheep  or  cattle  were  obferved,  yet  there  was  an  abun- 
dance of  land  that  did  oot  feem  for  aumy  yean  to  have  felt  the 
plough  fliare. 
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The  draught  cattle  moft  generally  *m  ufe  arc  oxen,  mules, 
and  afTes.  Horfes  are  fcarce  and  of  a  linall  mlfcnible  breed, 
incapable  of  much  work;  a  remark,  indeed,  which  will  apply  to 
every  province  of  the  empire  ;  though  thofe  of  Tartary,  which 
compofcd  the  Emperor's  ftud,  according  to  the  Embalfador's 
defcripcion,  wtrc  not  wanting  in  point  of  li/c,  beauty,  or  fpirit. 
No  pains,  however,  arc  bellowed  to  cffeft,  nor  do  they  feetn 
to  be  fenfible  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from,  an  improve- 
ment in  the  breed  of  cattle.  Nor  indeed  is  any  care  taken  of 
the  bad  breed  which  they  already  pofle(s*  It  would  be  fup- 
pofcd  that,  v^'hcre  a  regular  efUbHfliiiieiit  of  Cavalry  is  kept  up 
to  uii  amount  that  feemt  almoft  ioamiifale,  (bme  attention 
would  be  paid  to  the  nature  and  coo^tlon  of  their  horfes. 
This,  however,  is  not  the  cafe.  A  Scotch  poney^,  wild  firom  tho 
mouQUios,  which  hat  never  ft\i  the  teeth  of  a  cnrryoomb  and 
whofe  tail  and  mane  are  dotted  together  with  din,  U  in  fit 
Goiididon  to  join  a  regiment  of  Tartar  cavalry.  Thofe  kept 
by  men  in  office  are  equally  negle6ted.  Tlie  Chioefe  have  no 
idea  that  this  noble  animal  requires  any  atteatbn  beyond  that 
of  giving  him  his  .food;  and  of  this,  in  general,  h§  receives  a 
very  Icanty  portion. 

That  part  of  the  province  of  ShmhiuMg  through  which  we 
travelled  exlubited  a  greater  variety  of  culture  than  Pe^cbe'let ; 
but  the  furface  of  the  northern  parts  efpecially  was  equally, 
uniform.  The  foil,  confiding  generally  of  mud  and  flime 
brought  apparently  by  the  inundations  of  rivers,  contained  nOC 
a  fmgle  pebble.  The  feafon  vras  too  late  to  form  any  eftimate 
of  the  crops  produ^  upon  the  immenfis  plains  of  ^iws^itjf; 
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but  the  young  crops  of  wheat,  (landing  at  this  time  (the  middle 
of  Odober]  a  few  inches  above  the  ground,  looked  extremely 
well.  Little  wafte  groand  occurred,  except  the  footpaths  and 
the  channels  which  ferved  m  diviiiou  marks  of  property.  Some 
attempts  indeed  were  here  made  at  the  diviiioD  of  grounds  by 
hedge-rows,  but  with  little  fucceft ;  the  plant  they  bad  adopted^ 
the  PtJma  Chnfii,  was  ill-fuited  for  fuch  a  purpofe.  As  we  ad- 
vanced to  the- fbothward,  in  this  province,  the  proportion  of 
wheat  under  coltivadon  <Umiiu(hed,  and  its  place  was  employed 
by  plantations  of  cotton,  whofe  pods  were  now  ripe  and  burft- 
ing.  The  plant  was  low  and  poor  in  growth,  bnt  the  branches 
were  laden  with  podi*  Like  the  wheat  it  was  planted  or  dib- 
Ued  in  rows.  The  cotton  produced  the  lecond  year  was  faid 
to  be  coniidered  as  equally  good  with  that  of  die  firft,  but  be- 
ing found  to  dcgoiente  the  third  year,  it  was  then  rooted  out 
and  the  ground  prepared  for  frefii  feed  *. 

The 

*  In  the  tenth  volume  of  a  very  exlenltTe  agricultural  vrori,  is  detailed  the  whole 
praceft  oTcttltivatiii;  the  cottOB  from  the  fted  to  the  wA.  The  author  oblervc*^ 
"  The  cotton  in  its  raw  ft.itc  afTords  a  hght  arul  pleafant  linin;;  for  doihest  the  feed 
*'  yields  an  oil.  which,  being  eiprcfTcd  from  them,  the  remainder  is  Serviceable  as 
**  manure  i  the  capTuIe*  or  pods,  being  hard  and  woodf  «  ai«  u&d  Ar  firing,  and  the 
"  leavet  alTord  nouriniment  to  cattle.  To  that  cverjr  port  of  the  vi^table  may  be  ap- 

propr^.ircd  to  fome  ufeful  purpofe. 

"  The  foil  moft  favourable  to  this  plant  is  a  white  faad,  with  a  fmali  proporUon  of' 
**  elaj  «r  loam.  The  pbnt  afiefis  aa  dented  open  fitintioa»  and  cannot  cndnre  loir 
*'  inajrflkf  (fowidi* 

•«  Aftir  all  the  cotton  pods  are  withered,  the  remaining  ftems  and  branches 
•<  Qiould  be  cleared  awajr  without  loft  of  time,  and  the  ground  carefully  ploughed  up» 
*' to  ei^ofe  a  new  fiirfiuo  to  the  air  and  renew  the  rigour  of  the  lbU> 

'**  When  the  plongh  has  palled  through  the  gnmnd  three  cimnt  the  earth  flsmU  be 
**  raked  level,  thai  tha  wind  auqr  not  ndft  or  dry  iijp  any  pncc  of  iu 

«  mm 


Digitized  by  Google 


TRAVELS  ly  CHINA.  557 

The  fouthern  parts  of  Sban-tung  nxc  compofed  of  mountains 
and  Iwamps.  Here,  lakes  of  various  magnitudes  occur  and 
large  iradts  of  country  fimilar  to  thofe  which  are  known  to  us 
hj  the  name  of  peat-mofs.  In  fuch  places  the  population  could 
not  be  expeded  to  be  exceflive ;  and,  accordingly,  we  met  with 
few  inhabitants,  except  thofe  who  fubfifted  their  families  by 
fifliing.  So  great  were  the  numben  engaged  ia  thu  employ- 
'menty  who  lived  entirely  in  floating  veflmt,  that  we  judged 


 When  there  !s  an  abundaDce  of  manure,  it  may  be  laid  on  previous  to 

"  the  ufc  of  the  plough,  but  if  it  be  fcarce,  &c.  it  will  b«  preferable  lo  apply  >c  to  tbe 
**  fiiilac  the  time  of  ibwiogdie  feed. 

"  The  manure  Oirmld  be  old  and  well  prepurcd,  and  among  the  bcR  ingredients  for 
"  the  purpofe*  i>  the  rcfufe  of  vegetable  fub(Unces,  frum  which  an  oil  hai  bcca  ex- 
•*  pnAd. 

**  In  the  fouthern  provinces  the  tMOsm.  plant  will  laft  fortwoor  three  yean,  bat  to 
"  the  northward  the  feed  niuft  be  fo\vn  aiuumllj-." 

The  author  thin  enumerates  uine  dillia«>1  varieties  and  their  comparative  quali* 
lies  I  after  which  he  praeeedt  to  dw  choice  of  Acd,  under  whieh  bead  he  oMervet, 
that  if  the  teed  be  AcepcJ  in  v«-ater,  in  which  edt  have  been  boiledt  the  plant  will  rcCiiX 
the  att  jck  of  infcfli.  He  then  dcfcribcs  the  three  methods  of  broadcad,  drilling,  and 
dibbling,  and  gives  a  decided  preference  of  the  lall,  though  it  be  the  mod  laborious. 

*•  The  pooad  befaig  well  prepared,  holes  are  to  he  made  at  the  diftanee  of  a  cobtt 

frnni  each  other,  ,ind  the  lines  :i  cubit  apart.  A  little  water  is  firfl  to  be  poured 
*'  in,  and  then  four  or  tivc  feeds,  after  which  each  hole  is  to  be  covered  with  a  mix- 
<*  tare  of  foil  end  mairoiT,  and  firmlf  trodden  down  with  Ae  foot.  In  the  other 
•*  rr.ctimJs  a  roller  is  to  be  ufed." 

'i'lic  next  proccfs  is  weeding,  loofcninj^,  and  breaking  fine  the  earth.  —  He  then 
obfervcs,  *'  After  the  plants  bayc  attained  feme  degree  of  (Irenglh  and  Hzei  the  moH 
•(  admoiccdand  perftA  plant  flnuld  he  IdeAed^  and  aH  the  reft  rooted  oat,  fbrlftvra 

or  more  be  fuffcred  to  rife  together,  they  will  incrcifc  in  height  without  giving  U- 
*'  teral  Aoou  ^  the  leaves  will  be  large  and  luxuriant,  but  the  pods  will  be  few."  He 
aeit  proceeds  to  the  pmning  of  the  pfamts  to  mahe  them  hear  copioufly— gatherii^ 
Ae  pods— preparing  and  fpinning  the  wool — weaving  the  cloth. ^ — Tlils  ih-idged  ac- 
conat  I  have  given  to  Ihew,  that  thcj  are  not  deficient  in  writiag^  of  this  kind. 
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the  wateri  to  be  (Mj  at  populous  as  the  land.  No  rent  is  ex* 

tflted  by  the  govemment,  nor  toll,  nor  tythe,  nor  licence-tno* 
ncy  for  permifllon  to  catch  fifh ;  nor  is  there  any  fort  of  impe» 
dimcnt  againft  the  free  life  of  any  lake,  river  or  canal  whatfoevM". 
The  gifts  that  nature  has  heftowed  are  cautioufly  ufiirpcd  by 
anv  power,  even  in  this  dcfpotic  govcrnintnt,  for  individual 
wic  or  profit ;  but  are  fuffered  to  remain  the  free  property  of  all 
w  ho  may  chufe  by  their  labour  to  derive  advantage  from  them. 
But  even  this  free  and  unrellrained  ufc  is  barely  fufficient  to 
procure  for  liicm  the  ncceflaries,  much  Icfs  any  of  the  comforts, 
of  life.    The  cotidition  of  the  peafaotry,  in  the  northern  parts 
of  this  province,  was  much  more  defiraUe.   Thar  clothing 
was  decent j  their  countenances  cheerful,  indicating  plenty; 
and  their  dwellings  were  ImiU  of  brides  or  wood,  appearing 
more  iblid  and  comfortable  than  diole  of  the  province  in  which 
the  capital  b  fitua^.  But  the  poor  fifliermen  curried  about 
with  them  une^vucal  narks  of  their  poifcity.   Their  paie 
meagre  looks  are  alcribed  to  the  fiequent,  and  almoft  exclufive, 
ofe  of  fifli ;  which  is  fuppofed  to  ^ve  them  a  ferophulous 
habit  of  body.   Their  endeavours,  however,  are  not  wanting 
to  coneft  any  acid  or  unwholefome  humours  that  this  fort  of 
diet  may  produce,  by  the  abundant  ufe  of  onions  and  garlic, 
which  they  culdvate  even  upon  the  waters    Having  no  houfes 
on  fliore,  nor  ftationary  abode,  but  moving  about  in  their  vet 
lels  upon  the  cxtcnfive  lakes  and  rivers,  they  have  no  induce^ 
mcnt  to  cultivate  patches  of  ground,  which  the  puifuits  of  their 
profelTion  miglit  i  e(p.iirt:  ihein  to  leave  for  the  profit  of  ano- 
ther; they  prefer,  therefore,  to  plant  their  onions  on  rafts  of 
•4>amboo,  well  interwoven  with  reeds  and  itrong  grafs  and 
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eovered  mth  ieaidk  $  and  th«ie  floadng  gaident  are  towed  after 
their  boats. 

TIic  women  aflid  in  iiragging  the  net  and  other  operations 
of  taking  filh  ;  but  the  younger  part  of  the  family  are  fometimet 
employed  in  breeding  ducks.  Thefe  Aupid  birds  here  acquire 
an  aftoniihing  degree  of  docility.  In  a  fingle  veflel  are  fome- 
times  many  hundreds  which,  like  the  cattle  of  the  KafFers  in 
ibuthern  Africa,  on  the  fignal  of  a  whiftle  leap  into  the  water, 
or  upon  the  banks  to  feed  ;  and  another  whiflle  brings  them  back* 
Like  the  ancient  Egyptians,  they  ufe  artificial  means  of  hatching 
eggs,  by  burying;  them  in  fand  at  the  bottom  of  wooden  boxes, 
and  placing  them  on  plates  of  iron  kept  moderately  warm  by 
fmall  furnaces  underneath.  Thus  the  old  birds  which,  pro^ 
vided  they  hatched  iheir  eggs  themfelves,  would  only  produce 
one  brood,  or  at  mofl  two,  in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  conrinue 
to  lay  eggs  alraoft  every  month.  Hogs  are  alfo  kept  ia  many 
of  the  filhing  craft.  In  fa£t,  ducks  and  hogs  affording  the  moft 
favory  meat,  moft  abounding  in  fat  and,  it  may  be  added,  beft 
able  to  fubfift  themfelves,  are  efteemed  above  all  other  animals* 
The  ducks  being  fplit  open,  faked,  and  dried  in  the  fun,  are 
exchanged  for  rice  or  other  grain.  In  this  ftate  we  found 
tliem  an  excellent  relifh ;  and,  at  our  requeft,  they  were 
plentifully  fupplied  during  the  whole  progrcls  through  ih« 
country. 

The  province  of  Sban-tung  extends  in  latitude  from  thirty- 
four  and  a  half  to  thirty-eight  degrees.  The  mean  tempera- 
ture, from  the  19th  of  O^ober  to  the  a9tb  of  the  iame  month, 
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vtat  about  fifty*two  degrees  at  (on-riie,  to  teftatf  degrees  at 
noon.   A  cooftant  clear  and  ctoudleft  fkj. 

The  nnmeroos  canals  and  rivers,  that  in  crery  dire^oa  inter* 
fe^  the  province  of  JRang-nati^  and  by  which  it  is  capable  of  being 
flooded  to  any  extent  in  the  dryed  feafons,  render  it  one  of 
tiie  mofl  valuable  and  fertile  diftrids  in  the  whole  empire.  Every 
part  of  it,  alfo,  having  a  finee  communication  with  the  Yellow 
Sea  by  the  two  great  rivers,  the  Wbang-bo  and  the  Yang-tfe- 
kiang^  it  has  always  been  conlidcred  as  the  central  point  for 
•  the  home  tr  ulc  ;  and,  at  one  time,  its  chief  city  Nankin  wes 
the  capital  c  r  ihc  empire.  That  beautiful  atu!  tlurahie  cotton 
of  the  fame  name  is  here  produced  and  fent  to  tlie  port  of 
Canton  ;  from  whence  it  is  Ihipped  off  to  the  different  parts 
of  the  world.  1  he  Cliincfe  rarely  wear  it  in  its  natural 
colour,  except  as  ua  arlicie  of  mourning ;  but  export  it  chiefly, 
taking  in  return  vaft  quantities  of  nnmanufaftured  white  cot- 
ton from  Bengal  and  Bombay,  finding  they  can  purchafe  this 
foreign  wool  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  that  at  which  the 
nankin  fells.  For  mourning  dreflcs  and  a  few  other  purpofes 
wlute  cotton  is  made  ufe  of,  bat  in  general  it  is  dyed  Irfack  or 
Uue :  among  fome  of  oor  prefimu  were  alfo  pieces  of  a  l>eatiti' 
fol  Icarlct.  Near  moft  of  tlie  plantadons  of  cotton  we  obferved 
patches  of  ind^^;  a  plant  whicb  grows  fitely  in  all  the 
middle  and  Ibuthem  provinces.  The  dye  of  this  flimb  being 
so  axtide  of  commerce  in  China  is  fddom,  if  ever,  prepared 
in  a  dry  Bate,  but  is  generally  employed  to  communicate  its 
colouring  matter  from  the  leaves,  to  avoid  the  labour  and  tlie 
kls  that  would  be  required  to  reduce  it  to  a  iblid  fubftance. 

We 
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We  obfemd  that,  in  the  cotton  countries,  almoft  ever7  cottage 
had  its  garden  of  indigo.  As  in  ancient  times,  in  onr  own 
country,  v/Uen  every  cottager  brewed  his- own  beer ;  kept  his 
own  cow  for  milk  and  butter;  bred  his  own  ifaeep,  the  wool  of 
which  btAog  rpun  ibto  yam  by  his  own  family  was  manu&c- 
tured  into  cloth  by  the  parilh  weaver  $  and  when  every  peafant 
raifed  the  materials  for  his  own  web  of  hempen  cloth ;  fo  it  dill 
appears  to  be  the  cafe  in  China.  Here  there  are  no  great  far- 
mers nor  monopolifts  of  grain;  nor  can  any  individual  nor 
body  of  men,  by  any  poffibility,  either  glut  the  market,  or  with- 
hold the  produce  of  the  ground,  as  may  beft  fuit  their  purpofe. 
Each  peafant  is  fuppofed,  by  his  induftry,  to  have  the  means 
of  fubfiftence  within  himfelf;  though  it  often  happens  that 
tbefe  means,  from  advdrfe  circttmftanc«s  which  hereafter  will 
be  noticed,' fail  of  i>n)dacing  the  defirid  cffe^ 

In  the  province  of  Ejafjg^nan  each  grows  his  own  cotton  ;  his 
wife  and  children  fjun  it  into  thread  and  it  is  woven  into  a  web 
in  his  own  houfe,  ibmetimcii'by  his  own  family,  but  more  fre- 
quently by  others  hired  for  the  purpofe.  .  A  few  bamboos  con- 
ftitute  the  whole  machinery  required  for  this  operadbn.  Money 
he  has  none;  but  his  produce  he  can  eafily  barter  for  any  little 
article  of  nccefTity  or  luxury.  The  fuperfluities  of  life,  which 
thofe  in  office  may  have  occafion  to  purchafe,  are  paid  for  in 
barg  of  filver  without  any  impreffion,  but  bearing  vahic  for  weight, 
like  the  Roman  at  or  the  Hebrew JbtkeL  The  only  coin  in  cir> 
culation  is  the  *Tcbtn^  a  piece  of  fome  inferior  metal  mixed  with 
a  fmall  proportion  of  copper,  of  the  value  of  the  thoufandth 
part  of  an  ounce  of  filver ;  with  this  fmall  pi^e  of  money  the 
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little  and  conflantly  demanded  ncccfi'aries  of  lite  arc  purchafed, 
luch  as  could  nut  conveniently  be  obtained  by  way  of  barter.  Sil- 
ver isnu'ely  lent  out  atintereft,  except  between  xnercantile  mea 
in  luge  cidea.  The  legal  intotft  it  twdve  per  cent*  but  k  it 
Gonmioolj  extended  to  eighteen,  fomedmes  even  to  thirty-fix* 
To  avoid  the  punilhment  of  ufury,  what  is  ^ven  above  twelve 
per  cent,  is  in  the  ihape  of  a  homu,  **  Ufiiry,  in  Qiina,"  oU' 
ferves  Lord  Macartney,  **  like  ^mtng  eUbwberei  is  a  diflio* 
**  OQiiiable  mode  of  getting  money  i  but  by  a  Ibrt  of  oompad 
between  neceffity  and  avarice,  between  affluence  and  diftrels, 
the  profecuilon  of  a  Jew  or  a  ihaiper  is  confidercd  by  lis  as  • 
"  not  very  honourable  even  is  the  fafierers." 

The  greater  the  dlftance  firom  the  capital,  the  better  was  the 

apparent  condition  of  the  people.  The  Viceroy,  when  he 
received  his  Excellency  on  the  entry  of  the  embafTy  into  this 
province,  happened  to  caft  his  eye  upon  the  half- rtarved  and 
halt-naked  trackers  of  the  boats  ;  and  being  either  aftiamcd  of 
their  miferable  appearance,  or  feeling  compaffion  for  their  fitu- 
ation,  he  ordered  every  man  immctiiately  a  fuit  of  new  cloaths. 
In  the  morning,  when  our  force  was  muttered,  we  were  not 
a  little  furprized  to  fee  the  great  alteration  that  had  taken  place 
in  the  appearance  of  our  trackers  :  every  man  had  a  blue  cotton 
jacket  edged  with  red,  a  pair  of  new  white  trowfers,  and  a 
figsart  hat  with  a  high  crown  and  feather.  The  natoral  fertility 
of  the  country,  its  cenlial  6toation  commanding  a  brift  trade, 
llie  abundance  of  its  fiiheries  on  the  large  rivers  and  laket 
were  incentives  to  Indudry,  f«r  the  vaft  population  that  ftemed 
10  be  equally  dilbibuted  over  every  part  of  the  provkwe. 

t   ^  Rice 
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Rice  being  the  ftaplc  of  China  was  abundantly  cultivated, 
in  all  luch  places  as  afibrdcd  the  greateft  command  of  water. 
The  ufual  average  produce  of  com>lands  is  reckoned  to  be  from 
ten  to  fifteen  for  one ;  and  ric^  from  tweat7-five  to  thirty ; 
ccmimonly  about  thirty.  Thofe  com-Iandt  that  will  admit  of 
eafy  irrigati<m  are  ufually  turned  over  with  the  plough  imine« 
diately  after  tlie  grain  it  cut ;  wluch,  in  the  middle  provincea, 
k  ready  for  the  fickle  early  in  June,  about  the  fame  time  that  the 
young  rice  fidda  ftand  at  the  hmght  -of  eight  or  ten  inches. 
Thele  bang  now  thinned,  the  young  planti  are  tranlplanted 
into  the  prepared  wheat  landi,  which  are  then  immediately 
flooded.  Upon  foch  a  crop  they  reckon  from  fiftcea  to  twenty 
fior  one.  Inftead  of  rice  one  of  the  milleta  it  fometimes  ibwn 
as  an  after-crop,  this  lequiiing  very  little  water,  or  the  Cad* 
jm^  a  fpedet  dDoSebas  or  -fmatt  bean,  for  ml,  requiriqg  fiiU 
left.  Or,  it  is  a  common  pra&e,  after  takii^  off  a  crop  c£ 
cotton  and  indigo,  in  the  month  of  Odtober,  to  low  wheat,  in 
order  to  have  the  land  again  dear  in  the  month  of  May  or 
June.  Such  a  fucceHion  of  crops,  without  ever  fiiffering  the 
land  to  lie  fallow,  fhould  feem  to  require  a  large  quantity  of 
manure*  In  fad,  they  fpare  no  pains  in  procuring  compofts 
and  manures;  but  they  alfo  accomplifli  much  without  thefc 
materials,  by  working  the  foil  almod  inccfTantly  and  mixing 
it  with  extraneous  matters  as,  for  inRance,  marie  with  light 
and  fandy  Toils,  or  if  this  is  not  to  be  had,  ftiff  clay ;  and  on 
chiycy  grounds  they  carry  fand  and  gravel.  They  alfo  drag  the 
rivers  and  canals  and  pools  of  water  for  flime  and  mud  ;  and 
they  preferve,  with  great  care,  ail  kinds  of  urine,  iu  which  it 
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U  an  univorfal  praftice  to  ftccp  the  feeds  previous  to  their  being 
lown.  li  turnip-feeds  be  ftccpcd  in  lime  and  urine,  the  plant 
is  faid  not  to  be  attacked  by  the  infed.  Near  all  the  houfcs 
are  large  earthen  jars  lunk  in  tlic  ground,  for  colieding  and 
preferving  tliefe  and  other  materials  that  are  eonvcrtible,  by 
putretactive  fermentation,  into  manure.  Old  men  and  chil- 
dren nuiy  be  lecn  near  ail  ihc  villages  with  linall  rakes  and 
bafkets,  coile^ing  every  kind  of  dirt,  or  o&U,  that  eoine  in 
tlicir  wa7»  Th^r  cagernefi  to  pidc  up  whatever  may  be  ufed 
at  manbre  led  to  ibme  ridicnlons  Iceoea.  Wheneter.  our  barges 
hailed  aad  the  fbldiera  and  fenraats  fotind  it  neeeflary  to  flep 
on;fliore,'tfaey  were  always  purfued  to  their  place  tetifiniieiit 
by  thefe  colledors  of  food  for  Tegetablea.  It  may  liberally  be 
iiiid  in  this  country,  that  nothing -is  fufiered  to  be  loft.-  The 
proffdtoii  of  ihaYing  is  followed  by  vaft  numbers  In  China. 
As  (he  whf^e  head  is  lhaired,  except  a  fmall  lock  bdund,  few» 
if  ' any,  are  able  to  operate  upon  themfelvea.  And  as  hair  is 
confidered  an  ezcdlent  manure;  every  baiber  carries  with  him 
i  finall  bag  to  colled  the  Ipoils  of  his  razor. 

The  common  plough  of  the  country  is  a  iimple  machine 
and  much  inferior  to  the  very  worft  of  ours.  We  faw  one 
drill  plough  in  Sban-tung  different  from  all  the  reft.  It  con- 
.fifted  of  two  parallel  poles  of  wood,  (hod  at  the  lower  ex- 
tremities with  iron  to  open  the  furrows  ;  thefe  poles  were 
placed  on  wheels :  a  fmall  hopper  was  attached  to  each 
pole  to  drop  the  feed  into  the  furrows,  which  were  covered 
with  earth  by  a  tranfverfc  piece  of  wood  fixed  behind,  that 
juft  fwept  the  furface  of  the  ground. 
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The  machine  ufually  employed  for  clearing  rice  from  the 
hufk,  in  the  large  way,  is  exadly  the  fame  as  that  now  ufed 
in  Egypt  for  the  fame  purpofe,  only  that  the  latter  is  put  ia 
motion  oxea  and  the  former  commonly  by  water.  This 
machine  confifts  of  a  long  horizontal  axis  of  wood,  with  coga 
or  projecting  pieoes  of  wood  or  iron  fixed  upon  it,  at  certain 
intcrvaU»  and  it  U  turned  by  a  water-wheel  At  right  angles 
to  this  axis  arc  fixed  as  many  horizontal  levers  as' there  are 
circular  rows  of  cogs;  thefe  levers  aft  on  pivots,  that  are 
fattened  into  a-  low  brick  wall  built  parallel  to  the  axis,  and  at 
the  diftance  of  about  two  feet  from  iL  At  the  further  extremity 
of  each  lever,  and  perpendicular  to  it,  is  fixed  a  hollow  peftle^ 
direftly  over  a  laige  mortar  of  ftone  or  iron  funk  into  the 
ground ;  the  other  extremity  extending  beyond  the  vall,  be- 
ing preiled  upon  by  the  cogs  of  the  axis  in  its  revolution,  ele- 
vates the  peftle,  which  by  its  own  gravity  falls  into  the  mortar* 
An  axis  of  this  kind  fometimes  gives  motion  to  fifteen  or  twenty 
levers.  This  machine  *,  as  w  ell  as  the  plough,  ftill  in  ufe  in 
modern  Egypt,  which  is  alfo  the  fame  as  the  Chinefe  plough^ 
have  been  confidered  by  a  member  of  the  French  Inftitute  to  be 
the  fame  inftruments  as  thofe  employed  in  that  country  two 
thoufand  years  ago  ;  and  judging  from  the  maxims  of  t!;e  Chi- 
nefe government,  and  the  charai^cr  of  the  people,  an  antiquity 
equally  great  may  be  afFigncd  to  them  in  the  latter  country.  The 
bamboo  wheel  for  raifmg  water,  or  fomething  approaching  very 
near  to  it,  either  with  buckets  appended  to  the  circumference, 
or  with  fellies  hollowed  out  fo  as  to  fcoop  up  water,  was  alfo  in 

*  Sm  the  plate  facing  page  37* 
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ufc  among  the  ancient  Egyptians ;  and,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
ferved,  continue  to  be  io  among  the  Syrians ;  from  thefe  they 
are  fuppofed  to  have  pafTcd  into  Perfia,  where  they  are  alto  ftill 
employed,  and  from  whence  ihcy  liave  derived,  in  Europe, 
the  name  of  Perfia n  wlieels.  The  chain  pump  of  China,  com- 
mon in  the  h  nuls  t  l  every  farmer,  was  Ukcwife  an  inftrumeot 
of  hufbandry  in  Egypt. 

A  very  erroneous  opinion  fecms  to  have  been  entertained  in 
Europe,  with  regard  to  the  fkiil  of  Clic  Chinefe  in  agriculture. 
Induflrious  they  certainly  arc,  in  an  eminent  degree,  but  liieir 
labour  docs  not  always  appear  to  be  beftowed  with  judgment. 
Thfi  iflftrninents,  in  the  'firft  place,  they  make  ufe  of  are  incfr> 
pable  of  performing  the  rperadons  of  hiiftandry  to  the  grcateft 
advantage.  In  the  deepeft  and  beft  foils,  their  plough  feldom 
cuts  to  the  depth  of  four  inches,  fo  that  they  fow  from  year  to 
year  upon  the  fiime  foil,  without  being  able  to  turn  19  new 
earth,  and  to  hury  the  worn-out  mould  to  refrefli  itfelf.  Sup« 
pofing  them,  however,  to  be  fiipptied  with  ploi^hs  of  the  beft 
coaRmdioQ,  we  can  fcarcely  concave  that  their  mules  and 
afles  and  old  women,  would  be  equal  to  tlie  talk  of  dmwing 
them* 

« 

The  advantage  that  large  fiurms  in  England  pofleft  over  fmalt 
ones  eonfifts  piindpally  in  the  means  they  afibrd  the  tenant 
of  keeping  better  teams  than  can  poffibly  be  done  on  the  latter,- 
and  oonfequently  of  making  a  better  •lKfri&  for  Ae  reception  of 
ieedt  The  opulent  firmer,  on  the  fame  quantity  of  ground, 
wiU  inTariabiy  xaife  more  produce  than  the  cottager  can  pretend 
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to  do.    Ill  China  nine-tenths  of  the  peafantry  may  be  conH- 
dered  as  cottagers,  and  haying  few  cattle  (millions  I  might  add 
none  at  all)  it  can  fcarcely  be  expelled  that  the  whole  country 
(hould  be  in  the  bcft  poflible  ftate  of  cultivation.    As  horticul- 
turifts  they  may  perhaps  be  allowed  a  confiderable  Ihare  of  me- 
rit ;  but,  on  the  great  Icale  of  agriculture,  they  are  certainly  not 
to  be  mentioned  with  many  European  nations.    They  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  modes  of  improvement  pra^kifed  in  the  vari- 
ous breeds  of  cattle ;  no  inftruments  for  breaking  up  and  pre- 
paring wa>fte  lands ;  no  fyftera  for  draining  and  reclaiming 
fwamps  and  moralTes ;  though  that  part  of  the  country  over 
which  the  grand  communication  is  effeded  between  the  two  ex- 
tremities of  the  empire,  abounds  with  lands  of  this  nature, 
•where  population  is  excefllvc  and  where  the  multitudes  of 
Clipping  that  pais  and  repafs  create  a  never  failing  demand  for 
grain  and  other  vegetable  produ<lls.    For  want  of  this  know- 
ledge, a  very  confiderable  portion  of  the  richeft  land,  perhaps, 
in  the  whole  empire,  is  fufiered  to  remain  a  barren  and  unpro- 
fitaUe  wafte.   If  an  idea  may  be  formed  Bam  wlitt  we  faw  in 
the  coorfe  of  our  journey,  and  from  the  accounta  that  have  been 
given  of  the  other  provincetk  I  Aonld  conclude,  that  one- 
fourth  part  4^  the  whole  country  nearly  confijte  of  lakea  and 
low,  four,  fwampy  grounds,  which  are  totally  uncultivated :  and 
which,  among  other  leaTons  hereafter  10  be  mentioned^  may 
ferve  to  expl^n  the  frequent  Suninestiiit  occur  in  a  more  fitti£* 
fadory  way,  than  by  luppofing,  with  the  Jefuits,  that  they  are 
owing  to  the  ctrcuraftaace  of  the  nations  bordering  upon  them 
to  tbe  weftward  being  lavage  and  growing  no  00m.  Their 
ignorance  of  draining,  or  their  dread  of  tnundatbns,  to  which 
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the  low  countries  of  China,  in  their  prcfent  ftatc,  are  fubjcft, 
may  perhaps  have  driven  them,  in  certain  fituations,  to  the 
neceflity  of  levelling  the  fides  of  mountains  into  a  fucccflion  of 
terraces ;  a  mode  of  cultivatioa  frequently  taken  notice  of  by 
tlie  miffiooaries  as.unrxampled  in  Europe  and  peculiar  to' the 
Chinefe;  ^ereas  it  is  common  in  many  parts  of  Europfs.  The 
aiouiiCain«  of  the  Fajt  de  VM^  between  Lamfstmit  and  fSrtMft 
aie  cuftivated  tn  this  manner  to  their  fummits  with  vines. 
'*  This  would  have  been  iropniifHcable,**  fays  DoAor  Moore, 
^  on  account  of  the  fteepnels,  bad  not  the  proprietors  biult 
"  ftrong  ftooe  walls  at  proper  intervals,  one  .above  the  other, 
"  which  fupport  the  foil,  and  from  little  u  rraces  form  the  bot- 
"  torn  to  the  top  of  the  mountains  "  But  this  method  of  ter- 
racing the  hills  is  not  to  be  coniict^icl,  by  any  means,  as  a  com- 
mon praclicc  in  China.  Tn  our  dirt:<ft  route  it  occurred  only 
twice,  and  then  on  lb  fniail  a  fcale  as  hardly  tn  delerve  notice. 
The  whole  territorial  ri^fit  being  verted  in  the  lo\  :  ''gn,  the 
•  wafte  lands  of  courfe  belong  to  the  crown  ;  but  an)  ju  iion,  by 
giving  notice  to  the  proper  magirtrarc,  mav  obtain  a  property 
therein,  fo  long  as  he  continues  to  pay  luch  poniua  ot  the  efti- 
mated  produce  as  is  required  to  be  coliedled  into  the  public  ma* 
gazines. 

When  I  faid  that  the  Chinefe  might  claim  a  confiderable  (hare 
of  merit  as  horticuiturifts,  I  meant  to  confine  the  obfervatfon  to 
their  Ikill  and  ioduftry  of  nufmg  the  greateft  poffible  quantity 
of  vegetables  from  a  given  piece  of  ground.  Of  tlie  nod^ 
|>ra£Hred  in  Europe  of  improving  the  quality  of  frint,  they  leem 
10  have  no  jud  notion.  Their  oranges  ate  naturally  good  and  ' 
*       .  itquiro 
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require  no  artificial  means  of  improvement,  but  the  European 
fruits^aa  apples,  p^rs,  plums,  peaches  and  apricots  are  of  mdifTcr- 
ent  quality.  They  have  a  common  methodof  propagating  feveral 

kinds  of  fru't-trees,  which  of  late  years  has  been  praiftir.d  with 
fuccefs  in  Bengal.  The  method  is  fimply  this  :  they  ilrip  a  ring 
of  bark,  about  an  inch  in  width,  from  a  bearing  branch,  f\ir- 
round  the  place  with  a  ball  of  fat  earth  or  loam  bound  fad  to 
the  branch  with  a  piece  of  matting ;  over  this  they  fufpcnd  a  pot 
or  horn  with  water  having  a  final!  liole  in  the  hortom  juft  luf- 
ficient  to  let  the  water  drop,  in  order  to  keep  the  earth  conftant- 
ly  molft  ;  the  branch  throws  new  roots  into  the  earth  jufl  above 
the  place  where  the  ring  was  ftripped  off;  the  operation  is  per- 
formed in  the  fprlnc;,  and  the  branch  is  fawn  off  and  put  into 
the  ground  at  the  fall  of  the  leaf;  the  following  year  it  bears 
fruit.  They  have  no  method  of  forcing  vegetables  by  artificial 
heat,  or  by  excluding  the  cold  air  and  admitting,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  rays  of  the  fun  through  glafs.  Their  chief  merit  con- 
fids  in  preparing  the  foil,  working  it  inceffantly,  and  keeping  it 
free  of  weeds* 

Upon  the  whole,  if  I  might  venture  to  offer  an  opinion  with 
refpeft  to  the  merit  of  the  Chincfe  as  agriculturifts,  I  fliould  not 
hefitate  to  lay  that,  let  as  much  ground  be  given  to  one  of  their 
peafants  as  he  and  his  family  can  work  with  the  fpade,  and  he 
will  turn  that  piece  of  ground  to  more  advantage,  and  produce 
from  it  more  fuflenance  for  the  ufe  of  man,  than  any  European 
.whatfoerer  wouldbe  able  todo;  but,  let  fifty  or  one  hundred 
acres  of  titt  beft  land  in  Qiioa  be  given  to«  fivmer,  at  a  mean 
rent,  fo  fiur  from  making  out  of  it  the  value  of  three  rents,  on 
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which'  our  (mtn  nfuaUy  cdcuUtie,  he  would  ftttcdf  he  «hte 
to  fupport  his  family,  after  paying  the  expence  of  hdioar  diet 
would  he  reqtuxed  to  work  the  ferok 

IfkiiA  there  are  no  great  farms  inOihuu  The  inhalntaiitteiijoy 
every  advantage  which  may  be  Cuppoied  to  arife  ftoai  the  lands 

heing  pretty  equally  divided  among  them,  an  advantage  of 
which  ihe  effcdls  might  probably  anfwer  the  expedations  of 
thofe  who  lean  towards  fuch  a  fyftem,  were  they  not  counter- 
adlcd  by  circumftances  that  are  not  lefs  prejudicial,  perhaps,  to 
the  benefit  of  the  public,  than  monopolizing  farmers  are  by  fuch 
perfons  fuppofed  to  be  in  our  own  country.    One  ot  the  circum- 
ftanccs  I  allude  to  is  the  common  praftice,  in  almoft  every  part  | 
of  the  country,  of  aflembliug  together  in  towns  and  villages, 
between  which  very  frequently  the  intermediate  i  pacc  of  ground  j 
has  not  afiogle  habitation  upon  itj  and  the  real'on  afligned  for  i 
this  cuftom  is  the  dread  of  the  bands  of  robbers  that  in* 
Ua  the  weakand  uiipcote£bd  pam  of  diecouiMrf.  Thecooi* 
fequence  of  fuch  a  fyftem  ia,  that  ahhongh  the  bade  adjoining 
the  villages  be  kept  in  the  higheft  ftate  of  cultivadbn,  jet  diofe  ' 
ac  ftdiftaace  aie  fiiftved  to  tenaia  almoft  iiMlai  Ibr  hatdng 
aobeaftaofbuite,  it  wonUheen  endlcfi  talk  of  honun  i 
hour  to  bear  the  niantire  that  would  he  reqimed,  for  ftvenl 
Biiles,  upon  the  ground,  and  Its  produce  from  thence  back  again  , 
to  the  village.    That  fuch  robbers  do  exift  who,  in  formidable 
^ngs,  plunder  the  peaiaotcy,  is  very  certain :  She-/oo-pao  was  ! 
watching  his  grain  to  prevent  its  being  (lolen,  when  he  bad  the 
misfortune  of  (hooting  his  relation,  who  had  alio  gone  out  for 
thefiuM  parpoTe.  They ese tomeamei  indeed  fo aiunerousy as 
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to  tlireaten  their  moft  populous  cities.  The  frequency  of  fuch 
robberiea  aod  the  aUnn  they  occanon  to  the  iahabitantv  are 
netther  fiiTonnble  to  tlie  high  notiona  that  have  been  entertaiaetf^ 
of  llieGhiiiefe  goveroment,  nor  of  the  morals  of  the  peopled 
Another,  and  perhaps  the  chief,  difadvantage  uifing  from  landed 
property  being  pretty  equally  divided,  will  be  nodced  in  fpeak* 
Ing  of  the  population  and  the  frequent  fiiminei* 

The  provuiMf  of  Ba$^ium  extends  from  abovt  31*  to  34^1 
of  noidiern  latitudes  and  die  mean  temperatqre,  aeoonfing  t<» 
Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  from  the  30th  of  O6lober  to  €t» 
9th  of  November,  was  54*  at  fun-tiie  and  66*  at  noon;  the 
ikf  vniformlj  dear. 

.      .  * 

ThjB  pfovioce  of  TtMua^  abonndf  In  takes  and  U  km* 
fisded  with  rivers  and  eanals  fike  Kkatg-mm  j  bnt  the  ]MMdtttfea 
except  that  ef  a  little  rice,  is  very  different,  confiftkig  ^nei* 
pally  of  filL  For  fiseding  the  wonns  thst  alfefd.  this  artiek^ 
all  the  fer^e  and  heiutifiil  valKes  between  the  mounudns^  as 
well  as  the  plains,  aire  covered  with  plantations  of  the  mulberry- 
tree*  Tlie  fmall  houfes,  in  wlueh  the  worma  are  feared,  are 
placed  generally  in  the  centre  of  each  plantation  1  in  Order  thitt 
they  may  be  removed  as  ftr  aspolBble  fiooi  any  kind  of  noile; 
experienee  havii^  taught  them,  that  a  fedfcn  (hout,  or  the 
bark  of  a  dog,  is  deftru^ye  of  (he  ymmg  woraiik  A  whole 
brood  has  fometimcs  peri(hedbf  a  thunder  ftoiin.  The  greatefr 
attention  is,  therefoct,  neceflaryi  and,  aeoorwng^,  they  ai^^  • 
wntehed  night  and  day.  In  line  weather,  t^  young  worms 
are  expofed  tothe  fun,  upon  a  kind  cf  tiiin  open  giuxe  ftretehed 
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in  wooden  frames ;  and  at  night  they  are  replaced  in  the 
plantauoii  lioules.  The  trees  are  pruned  from  time  to  time, 
in  order  to  caulc  a  greater  quantity  and  a  conftant  fucceflion 
of  young  leaves.  The  inbabiunts  of  this  province,  eipecially 
in  the  cities,  are  aloioft  unlvecfiUj  doched  la  filks ;  this  rule 
amoog  the  Chioele  of  coafiuDitig»  m  much  as  poffible,  the  pio> 
du^b  of  their  own  country,  and  recemag  u  little  at  they  caa 
avoid  from  foreign  nations,  extends  even  ta  the  provinces;  a 
pffa£Uce  arifing  out  jof  the.  little  ttfyeCt  that;  hi  Qmutt  as  is  an- 
flient  Rone,  is  paid  t»  thofe  concerned  ia  tnule  and  oier* 
dbandize* 

Befides  filk  TUv-Imi^  prodttccs  camphor  tallow  from  die 
Qreton,  a  confideraUe  quantity  of  tea,  onuges,  and  almoft  all 
the  fruits  Aat  are  peculiar  to  l^e  country.  Every  part  of  the 
province  i^ipeared  to  be  in  the  higheft  date  of  cultivation  and 
the  population  to  be  immenfe.  Both  the  raw  and  maaufac> 
tured  (Uks,  nanHns  and  other  eoCIOii  cloths,  were  fold  at  fuch 
low  prices  in  the  capital  of  this  province,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
conceive  how  the  growers  or  the  manufadlurers  contrived  to 
gain  a  livelihood  by  their  labour.  But  of  all  others,  I  am  the 
moft  aftonKlicd  at  tlie  fmall  returns  that  muft  neceflarily  be 
made  to  tiie  cuUivators  of  the  tea  plant.  The  preparations  of 
fome  of  the  finer  kinds  of  this  article  are  faid  to  require  that 
every  leaf  fl\ould  Uc  rolled  Imgly  by  the  hand;  particularly  fuch 
as  are  exported  to  tht;  European  markets.  Bclides  this,  there 
are  many  proccHes,  iuch  as  ileeping,  drying,  turning,  and  pack- 
ing, after  it  has  been  ptudted  off  the  ihnib  leaf  by  lea£  Yet 
the  firftcoft  in  the  tea  provinces  cannot  be  more  than  firomfbuiw 
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peoee  to  two  (htHtnga  a  pound,  when  it  is  oonfidered  thkt  thft 
ordiBtrj  teu  ftaiid  the  Eaft  India  Gbmpany  in  00  more  tli^ 
tight-pence  a  pound  $  and  the  Tcry  heft  only  two  Ihillingp 
and  eight>pence  *.  Nothing  can  more  clearly  point  out  the 
patient  and  unremitting  labour  of  the  Chinefe»  ^n  the 
peepaiation.  of  this  plant  for  the  nuxket.-  It  is  a  curious- cixw 
cumlbnce  that  a  body  of  merchants  in  £ngland  ihould  furniih 
employment,  as  m^;|it  eafily  be  made  appear,  to  m<»e  than  a 
million  fobjefts  of  a  natbn  that  afieds  to  de^ife  merdiants,. 
and  throws  every  ohftacle  in  the  way  of  commercial  iocei^ 
courie*. 

The  mean  temperature  of  Tebt-Ha^t  in  the  middle  of  No> 
member,  was  firom  fifty-fix  d^^rees  at  fimrife,  to  fix^-two  do* 
grees  at  noon.  Tlie  extent  from  North  to  South  is  between- 
the  parallels  of  twenty^etght  and  thiity-four  and  a  half  decrees' 
of  northern  latitude. 

The  northern  part  a£  JISmig-/Se  contnns  the  great  Pe^jfoi^ 
lake,  and  thole  exienfiYe  fwamps  and  moraOes  that  furround. 
it,  and  which,  as  I  have  already  obfervcd,  may  be  conlideied  as. 
the  fink  of  China.  The  middle  and  fouthern  parts  are  moua- 
tainous.  The  chief  produce  is  fugar  and  oil  from  the  Camellia 
Stfunqua  In  this  province  are  the  principal  manufa^ocics  of. 
porcehdn^  whofe  qualities,  as  I  have  in  a-formcp  chq>ter  6b» 

*  The  £aft  India  Company  pays  from  thirteen  to  iiiCf  talet  per  pecui  for  their 
teat;  Ibroe  tea  of  a  higher  priee  It  pnrehaAd  hf  iadlvid«id^  tot  &Uom  or  ever  bf 
the  Cumpriny.  A  tale  is  (Ix  lliilltngs  and^fht-pawtk  ti^d  a  pical>  il  OMbOlldrtA 
asdthiity-tbrce  pouods  aod  one  third. 
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favcdf  dcpciiJ  nunc  on  dis  cuo  bcflowid  in 
and  itt  die'  iiileaioa  of  tfat  matenalt*  dMA  in  taj  ffcnt  art 
poflcObd  fay"  them.   Tbore  an  aUb»  ia  tUa  pioviaoe,  iaigt 
maniilSiQDriet  of  coarfe  canlicii  ra«»of  tlleii  aad  bdcks* 

The  eneiit  of  Kumg-fit  is  from  twt&ty^eight  to  tUitjr 
degraea,  and  the  tonperatttre,  in  No? ember,  wa«  tile  iame  aa 
that    the  ndghboofing  proiriooe  of  Sf«MMM^* 

'  I  have  now  to  mention  a  fubjeft  on  which  mocih  has  already 
liecn  written  by  viriooa  antlion,  bitt  mthont  tlie  fuccefi  of 
baviog  earned  convidion  into  the  minda  of  tbehr  readen,  that 
the  things  whicli  they  oftred  as  fads  were  either  true  or  poi^ 
fibk;  I  allude  to  the  populoufncfs  of  this  extenfive  empire. 
That  none  of  the  ftatements  hitherto  publiihed  are  ftri&ly  true, 
I  am  free  to  admit,  hut  that  the  higheft  degree  of  populoufncfs 
that  has  yet  been  afligned  may  be  poflible,  and  even  probable, 
I  am  equally  ready  to  contend.  At  the  fame  time,  I  acknowledge 
that,  prepared  as  we  were,  from  all  that  we  had  feen  and  heard 
and  read  on  the  fubjed,  for  fomcthing  very  extraordinary; 
yet  when  the  following  ftatement  was  delivered,  at  the  requeft 
of  the  Embaffador,  by  Cbw-ta-gm^  as  the  abftrad  of  a  ccnfus 
that  had  been  taken  the  preceding  year,  the  amount  appeared 
fo  enormous  as  to  furpafs  credibility.  But  as  we  had  always 
found  this  oilicer  a  plain,  unaffeAed,  and  honeft  man,  Vho  on 
no  occafion  had  attempted  to  deceive  or  impole  on  us,  we  could 
^ooafiAcDily  confider  it  in  any- other  light  than  aa  a  document 
dnnfik  vp  fiwi  nnAendc  miftcrialt  \  Im  iMCCuraeyy  howctcry 
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obvious  at  a  fingle  glance,  from  the  £sveral  fuiai  being  givea 
in  round  milliofia*  I  have  added  to  the  table  the  extent  of  the 
provinces,  the  number  of  people  on  a  fquare  mile,  and  the 
value  of  the  furplus  taxes  remitted  to  Pekin  in  the  year  17981 
m  mentioned  in  the  fcventh  chapter. 


SfMMUilc*. 

No.  on 
etch  fqaait 

ma. 

SuiplM  Mnn* 
minciMPiUa. 

Petche^te 

Kiang-nan 
K  imp-fee 
Tche-kixng 
Fo-kien 

Houquangjg^;:^ 

Ho-nan 

Shan-tung 

Shan-fee 

Sbc&>fce )  on« 

Kati-foo  j  province 

Se-ichuen 

Qiiang-tung 

Quang-fee 

Yu>pan 

Kod<tcbdo 

$8,000^000 
32,00^000 
19,000,000 

2I,000,C00 

15,000,000 
14,000,000  1 

13,000,00c  3 

25,000,000 
34,000,000 
17,000,000 
i8»00cvooo7 

ISfOOO.OOO  j 

27,000,000 
21,000,000 

10,000,000 

Sf^oOfO  e 
9iooo^ooo 

y8,949 
92,961 
72,176 

39.>5o 

I+4.770 

65,104 
65,104 
55.»68 

1  $4,008 

166,800 

79.^56 
78, no 
107,969 

«44 

344 

»63 
536 
»So 

1B7 

38+ 
368 
488 

I9J 

162 
264 

138 

74 
140 

o«.  &l«cr. 
3,036,000 

i,a  10,000 
s,  120,000 

3,810,000 
1, 277,000 
C   r, 3  10, coo 
t  •,345.000 
3,2  13,000 
3,600,000 
S,7t«,eoo 
f  r, 700,000 
X  340,000 
670,000 
1,340,000 
500,000 
J  10,000 
145,000 

3  ; 3. 000, 000 

36,54^,000 1 

*  The  meafnrcment'amwxed  to  each  of  the  fifteen  andtnt  provinces  was  taken 
from  the  maps  that  were  conftrufted  by  a  very  laborious  and,  as  f;ir  as  we  had  art 
opportunity  of  comparing  them  wtUi  tlic  coaatry,  a  very  accurate  furvey,  which 
employed  the  JeGiiu  MB  Teon.  tdo  MtfnMad  tofiif  Aatdit  wait  as  I  !«?• 

pven  them  ia  the  table,  arc  ouuhematlcally  corred,  but  the  dimcnilons  were  uken 
with  as  much*  care  as  was  deerned  neceirary  for  the  purpofc,  from  maps  drawn  on 
a  hrrge  lade,  of  which  a  very  beauttful  mantxTcript  copy  is  now  in  his  Majefty's  fi* 

hKMf  atBack^ihMtMbmde  bf  aCUKft»haviag  aditteMmMwricMB  in 
CSuntft  and  Tarm^baraAera* 

Gonfideriog 
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Confideriag  then  the  whole  furface  of  the  Chinefie  dooiiaionB 
within  the  great  wall  to  coatitn  t»l97,999  Tquare  milet,  or 
839f7t{^36o  £ngHih,aanM,  and  the  population  to  amount  to 
353,000,000,  every  fquare  mile  will  be  found  to  contain  two 
hundred  and   filty-fix  perfons,  and  every  individual  might 
poQefs  two  acres  and  a  half  of  land.    Great  Britain  is  fuppofed 
to  average  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  perJons  on  one  fquare 
niile,  and  that  to  each  inhabitant  there  might  he  aihgncd  a 
portion  of  five  acres,  or  to  each  family  five-and-twenty  acres. 
The  population  of  China,  therefore,  is  to  that  of  Great  Britain 
as  2^G  10  120,  or  in  a  proportion  fomewhat  greater  than  two 
to  one  ;  and  the  quantity  of  land  that  each  individaal  in  Great 
Britain  might  pofTefs  is  jud  twice  as  much  as  could  he  allowed 
to  each  individtul  -of  CSiliu*   We  have  only  then  to  enquire  if 
Britain,  under  the  fame  circomftancet  aa  China,  be  capable  of 
fupporting  twice  itt  pfefent  population,  or  which  u  the  lame 
thiog,  if  twelve  and  an  half  acres  of  land  be  fufSldent  for  the 
maintenance  <^  a  family  of  five  perfont }  Two  acres  of  choice 
land  fown  with  wheat,  under  good  tillage,  may  he  reckoned  to 
avenge,  afier  deducing  the  feed,  60  bulbeU  or  5600  pounds, 
which  every  baker  knows  would  yield  5400  ponn^  of  bread,  or 
three  pounds  a-day  Co  every  memher  of  the  family  for  the  whole 
year.  •  Half  an  acre  is  a  great  allowance  for  a  kitcbeiiogaideo 
and  potatoe  bed.    There  would  ftili  remain  ten  acres,  which 
mud  be  very  bad  land  if,  befides  paying  the  rent  and  taxes.  It 
did  not  keep  three  or  four  cows ;  and  an  inJuArious  and  mana- 
ging family  would  find  no  difficulty  in  rearing  as  many  pigs  and 
as  much  poultry  as  would  be  neceflary  for  home  confumption, 

and 
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and  for  the  purchafe  of  clothing  and  other  indifpeniable 
neceflaries.  If  then  the  country  was  pretty  equally  par- 
titioned out  in  this  manner ;  if  tiie  land  was  applied  fole- 
ly  to  produce  food  for  man  ;  if  no  horfes  nor  fupcrfluous 
animals  were  kept  for  pleafurc,  and  few  only  for  labour;  if 
the  country  was  not  drained  of  its  beft  hands  in  foreign  trade 
and  in  large  manufailories ;  if  the  carriage  of  goods  for  exchang- 
ing with  other  ^oods  was  performed  by  canals  and  rivers  and 
lakes,  aU  dKmndiag  maSk  fifli ;  if  the  catching  of  thde  fi(h  gave 
employment  to  a  very  confiderable  portion  of  the  inhaMtantt ; 
if  the  bulk  of  the  people  were  ladsfied  to  abftain  almoft  wholly 
fifom  animal  food,  except  fuch  as  ia  moft  e^Iy  procured,  that 
of  pigi  and  ducks  and  fiOi ;  if  only  a  very  fmall  part  of  the 
grain  railed  was  employed  in  the  dtllillerieai  but  was  uled  as 
the  ftaflr  of  life  for  man ;  and  if  this  grain  was  of  fuch  a  na* 
tore  as  to  yield  twice,  and  even  three  times,  the  produce  that 
wheat  will  give  on  the  fame  fpace  of  ground ;  if,  moreover,  the 
climate  was  fo  favourable  as  to  allow  two  fuch  crops  every  year— 
if,  under  all  thefe  circumflances,  twelve  and  a  half  acres  of 
land  would  not  fupport  a  family  of  five  perfons ;  the  fiuilt 
could  only  be  alcribed  to  idienefs  or  bad  management. 

Let  OS  then,  for  a  monent,  confider  that  Aefe  or  limiJar  ad- 
vantages operate  in  China  $  that  every  prodtt£fc  of  the  ground  is 
appropriated  (bldy  far  the  food  and  clothing  of  man ;  that  a 
fii^  acre  of  land,  (own  with  rice,  will  yield  a  fuffident  quan* 
tity  lor  die  coofumption  of  five  people  for  a  v^ole  year,  allow 
Sag  to  each  perfon  two  pounds  s^ay,  provided  the  returns  of 
his  crop  are  from  twenty  to  twenty-fi  vc  for  one,  which  are  con* 
fidered  as  extremely  moderate,  being  frequently  more  than 
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twice  this  quantity  ;  that  in  the  fouthcrn  provinces  two  crops 
of  rice  arc  produced  in  the  year,  one  acre  of  which  I  am  well 
affuredjwith  proper  culture,  will  afford  a  lupply  ot  that  grain  even 
for  ten  perfons,  and  that  an  acre  of  cotton  will  clothe  two  or 
three  hundred  perfons,  we  may  juRly  infer  that,  inllead  of 
twelve  acres  to  each  family,  half  that  quantity  would  appear  to 
be  more  than  neceffary  ;  and  fafcly  conclude,  that  tlicrc  is  no 
want  of  la:ul  to  lupport  the  affumcd  population  of  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-three  millions.  This  being  the  cafe,  the  popu- 
lation is  not  yet  arrived  at  a  level  irith  the  means  which  the 
country  aSbrds  of  fabfUtence. 

There  is,  perlu^,  no  country  where  the  condidon  of  the  pea- 
iantry  may  more  juftly  be  compared  with  thole  4>f  China  than 
Ireknd.  This  ifland,  according  to  the  Uteft  furvey,  contains 
about  17,000,000  EngliOi  acres,  730,000  houfes  and  3,500,000 
fouls;  fo  that,  as  in  Great  Britain,  each  individual  averages 
very  nearly  five  acres  and  every  family  five>and^twenty.  An 
Iriih  cottager  holds  fetdom  more  than  an  lri0i  acre  of  land,  or 
one  and  three-quarters  Englilh  nearly,  in  cultivation,  with 
a  cow*8  grafs,  for  which  he  pays  a  rent  from  two  to  five 
pounds.  Thofe  on  Lord  Macartney's  eflate  at  Liflanore  have 
their  acre,  which  they  cultivate  in  divifions  with  oats,  potatoes, 
kale,.aod  a  little  flax  %  with  this  they  have  befides  the  full  paf- 
turage  of  a  cow  all  the  year  upon  a  large  wafte,  not  cverilocked, 
and  a  comfortable  cabin  to  inhabit,  for  which  each  pays  the 
rent  of  three  pounds.  The  cottager  works  perhaps  three  days  in 
the  week,  at  nine-pence  a-day  ;  if,  inftead  of  which,  he  had  a 
fecond  aac  to  cultivate,  he  would  derive  more  benefit  firotn  its 
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"produce  than  from  the  product  of  his  three  days'  labour  per, 
week ;  that  is  to  fay,  provided  he  would  expend  the  fame  la- 
bour in  Its  tillage.  Thus  then,  fuppofing  only  half  of  Ireland 
in  a  flatc  of  cultivatiou  and  the  other  half  pallurage,  it  would 
fupport  a  population  more  than  three  times  that  which  it  now 
contains ;  and  at  a  century  ago  it  had  OO  nuMtt  than  a  miUioa  of 
people,  fo  imthin  die  preleiit  ceotnrf,  under  &voonbIe  dnmm- 
ftanceSfitmayiacrealetoteQmillioot.  And  it  is  not  unworthy  of 
remirk,  that  tliia  great  increafeof  population  in  Ireland  hamkcn 
plaee  fince  the  introdn^n  of  the  potatoe,  wluch  giTsi  a  new« 
fidling  crop. 

I  am  aware  that  fuch  it  ndt  the  eonunon  opinion  which  prevult 
in  thit  country,  neither  vnth  regard  to  Ireland  norChina ;  on  the 
contrary,  the  latter  it  generally  fnppofed  to  be  overdocfced  with 
people;  diat  the  land  is  infufficient  for  their  maintenance,  and 
that  the  ddet  (land  fo  thick  one  after  the  other,  specially  along; 
the  grand  navigation  between  Pekin  and  Canton,  that  they  al> 
moft  occupy  the  whole  furfacc.  I  fhould  not,  however,  have 
expcded  to  meet  with  an  olifcrvatlon  to  this  efTeft  from  the 
very  learned  commentatf  r  on  the  voyage  of  Nearcbtis,  founded 
on  no  hetter  authority  than  the  crude  notes  of  one  JEnau  y{tt- 
dcrfofi^  a  livery  fervant  of  Lord  Macartney,  vamped  up  by  a 
London  booklciicr  as  a  fpeculation  that  could  not  fail,  fo  greatly 
excited  was  public  curiofity  at  the  return  of  the  Embally.  I 
would  not  be  thought  to  difparage  the  authority  on  account  of 
its  being  that  of  a  livery  fervant  |  on  the  contrary,  the  notet  of 
the  meaneft  and  dulled  perfon,  on  a  country  lb  fitde  travelled 
over,  would  be  deferring  attention  before  they  came  into  the 
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handi  of  a  book-drcjfer ;  but  what  dependence  can  be  placed  on 
the  information  of  an  author  who  ftates  as  a  fa(ft,  that  he  faw  lea 
and  rice  growing  on  the  banks  of  the  Pci-ha^  between  the  thir* 
ty-ninth  and  fortieth  parallels  of  lailtuJc,  two  articles  of  the  cul* 
turc  of  which,  in  the  whole  province  of  Pe-tcbe-Ue^  they  know  no 
nora  thui  ire  do  in  England ;  and  who  igoorantly  and  impcp^ 
dnently  talln  of  tbe  IKoddng  ideal  the  Chiacfe  entenatned  of 
EngMi  emetty,  on  fedng  one  of  the  guard  receiTe  a  few  laflica, 
when,  not  only  the  common  lUdien,  but  the  offieert  of  dliu  n** 
don  flx«  flogged  moft  feverely  with  the  bamboo  on  ercry  flight 
occafion.  If  DoQor  Vincent,  from  reading  thia  book,  waa 
leally  perfoaded  that  the  citiea  of  ChioA  were  fo  huge  and  fo 
imnierous,  that  they  left  not  ground  enough  to  fubfift  the  ioha^ 
bitants,  I  could  wi(h  to  recall  his  attention  for  a  few  moments  to 
this  fubjed,  aa  OfMniona  lan^oned  by  fuch  high  authority, 
whether  right  or  wrong,  are  fure,  in  fome  degree,  to  biaa  the 
public  mind.  We  have  feen  that  if  China  be  allowed  to  contain 
three  hundrc  J  nnd  thirty-three  millions  of  people,  the  propor* 
tion  of  its  population  is  only  juft.  double  that  of  Great  Britain. 
Now  if  London  and  Liverpool  and  Birmingham  and  Glafgow, 
and  all  the  cities,  towns,  villages,  gentlemen's  villas,  farm-houfcs 
aud  cottages  in  this  iiland  were  tioubled,  I  Ice  no  great  incon- 
venience likely  toarife  from  fuch  duplication.  The  unproduc- 
tive land,  in  the  fliape  of  gentlemen's  parks  and  pleafure  grounds, 
would,I  pfefnme,be  much  more  than  fiiCdent  to  counterbalance 
the  quantity  oeenpied  by  the  new  ei«£kloos;  and  Ac  waflea 
and  eommona  would  perhapa  be  more  than  enough  to  allow 
even  nftcond  duplication.  But  the  population  of  an  EogUfli 
ct^  ii  not  to  be  eompared  with,  or  confidered  aa  fimilar  to^  dif 
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populonfiielt  ci  a  Ghinefe  city,  as  will  be  obvious  by  confider* 
ing  tbe  two  capitals  of  thefe  two  empires.  Pekin,  accorfing  to 
ameafurement  fuppofisd  to  be  takeitwith  great  accuracy,  oocu- 
]»es  a  fpace  of  about  fourteen  fquare  iniks*  London,  with  its 
fuborbe,  when  reduced  to  a  fquare,  is  fidd  to  comprdbend  about 
nine  fquare  miles.  The  houfes  of  BeUn  rarely  exceed  a  fiogle 
ftory;  tbofe  of  London  are  feldom  lefs  than  four  j  yet  both 
the  Chinefe  and  the  miifionaries  who  are  fettled  in  this  capital 
agree  that  Pddn  eontains  three  milli<ms  of  people  i  wlule.'Loii* 
don  is  barely  albwed  to  have  one  million.  The  reafon  of  thia 
difierence  is,  that  moft  of  the  crofs  ftreets  of  a  Chinefe  city  are 
very  narrow,  and  the  alleys  branching  from  them  fo  confined, 
that  a  perfon  may  place  one  hand  on  one  fide  and  the  other  on 
the  other  fide  as  he  walks  along  * ;  that  the  houfes  in  general 
are  very  fmall,  and  that  each  houfe  contains  fix,  eight,  or  ten 
perfons,  fomctimcs  twice  the  number.  If,  therefore,  fourteen 
fquare  miles  of  buildings  in  China  contain  three  millions  of 
inhabitants,  and  nine  fquare  miles  of  buildings  in  England  one 
million,  the  population  of  a  city  in  China  will  be  to  that  of  a 
city  in  England  as  twenty-feven  to  fourteen,  or  very  nearly 
as  two  to  one ;  and  the  former,  with  a  proportion  of  inhabi- 
tants double  to  that  of  the  latter,  will  only  have  the  fame 
proportion  of  btiiSciingn ;  fo  that  there  is  no  neccflity  of  their 
being  i'o  clol'ely  crowded  together,  or  of  their  occupying  fo 
great  a  portion  of  land,  as  to  interfere  with  the  quantity  oecei- 
fary  for  the  fubfilleuce  of  the  people. 

.  •  One  of  the  llreet>  io  tkt  lUbnrbt  of  Caston  ti  einpliatkaU/  caUcd  Sfmte-gm- 
vbidi  is  &  lurrov  that  ererjr  gcatteinu  tn  the  CotnpaBy's  finrke  docs  not 
find  itqvke  cooTenient  to  paff. 

I  have 
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I  have  been  thus  particular,  in  order  to  fet  in  its  true  light 
a  fubjed  that  has  been  much  agitated  and  generally  difbelieved. 
The  Ann  total  of  three  hundred  and  durtyuthree  milliont  ia  fo 
enormous,  that  in  its  aggregate  fonn  it  aftoniflieB  the  mind  and 
ftaggen  credibUicyi  yet  we  find  no  di£EleoIty  in  concdv|ng 
•  that  a  fingte  iqnare  mile  in  China  may  contain  two  hundred 
and  fifty-fix  perfens,  efpedaUy  when  we  call  to  our  xecolleo- 
tion  the  United  Provinces  of  HdUnd,  which  hare  been  calcu- 
lated to  contain  two  hundred  and  ieventy  inhabitants  on  a  fquare 
mile.  And  the  United  Pro^oces  have  enjoyed  few  of  the 
advantages  favourable  to  populaticn,  of  which  China,  for  ages 
paft,  has  been  ia  the  unintertupted  poflfeflion. 

,  The  materials  for  the  ftatement  given  by  Father  Amiot  of 

the  population  of  China  appear  to  have  been  colkfled  wiiU 
care.  The  number  ibuls  in  1760,  according  to  this  Uatc- 
ment  was  -  -  •  -  ly^.Sjy.gj; 

In  1761        -         -         -        •  198,214,553 

Annual  incrcafe  *»376,576 

This  ftatement  muft  however  t»e  incorred^  Irom  the  drcan- 
Ifamce  of  Tome  millions  of  pec^le  being  excluded  who  have  no 
•fixed  hal)itation,  bat  are  conftantly  changing  their  pofition  on 
the  inland  navigatioos  of  the  iS  well  as  all  the  iflanders 

of  the  Archipelago  of  Qmjkm  and  of  Formoia.  Without, 
however,  taking  thefe  into  confideradon,  and  by  fuppofing  the 
number  of  fouls  in  1761,  to  amount  to  198,114,553,  there 
ought  to  have  heen,  in  tlie  year  1793,  by  allowing  a  progrct. 

five 
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five  increaie,  accordlog  to  a  tnoderaLc  calculatioa  ia  political 
aritliffiedc,  at  leaft  a8o,ooO|6oo  Ibult.  , 

Whether  this  great  empire,  the  firft  in  nuk  both  ia  extent 
and  populatiflto,  may  or  may  not  aAoally  contun  333  miUioas 

of  fouls,  Is  a  point  that  Europeans  are  not  likely  ever  to  afbev* 
tain.  That  it  is  capable  of  fubfilUng  this  and  a  much  greater 
populatioa  has,  I  think,  been  fufEciently  proved.  I  know  it  ia 
a  common  argument  with  thofe  %vho  are  not  willing  to  admit 
the  fadl,  that  although  cities  and  towns  and  fliipping  may 
be  crowded  together  in  an  aftonifhing  manner,  on  and 
near  tlie  grand  route  between  the  capital  and  Canton,  yet  that 
the  interior  parts  of  the  country  are  aimed  deferted.  By  feme 
of  our  p  irty  going  to  Cbu-fan^  we  had  occaGon  to  fee  parts  of 
the  country  remote  from  tlie  common  road,  and  fuch  parts 
happened  to  be  by  far  the  moft  populous  in  the  whole  journey. 
But  independent  of  the  fmall  portion  of  country  feen  by  U8» 
the  weflern  provinces,  which  are  moft  diftant  from  the  grand 
navigation,  are  oonfidered  as  the  granaikf  of  the  empire ;  and 
the  cultivation  of  much  grain,  where  few  eatde  andJeia  mai» 
cliinery  are  ofed,  neceflarily  tmpUea  a  correfpondiog  popoladoik 
Thus  we  (ee  firom  the  above  table,  that  the  Ibrplua  produce  of 
the  bnd  remitted  to  P^in  from  tlie  provinces  of 

Oz.  fil\rer. 

?  remote  from  the pand  S 
Shan- ee       >  .  j    3  72^,000 

Shen  fee     j     natigation.  were  ^ 

Whilft  thofe  of  • 
Pe-tchc-lce  I  ontbeg^andmsvigation.y  3.036,000 

Shan-tung    V  *  3,600,000 

Tchc-kiang  \  .    (.  3,8io,ooc> 

chiefly 
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cSiiefly  in  nee,  wheaf,  and  nuUet.  There 

fore  for  fuppour.g  ihat  the  interior  parts  of  China  are  defism. 

There  are  others  again  who  are.  perfuaM  of  the  population 
1)eiog  to  enormonsy  that  the  country  is  wholly  inadeqmte  tA 
fupply  the  means  of  fnbfiftence  i  and  that  ianuiws  are  ablb- 
lutdy  neceflary  to  keep  down  the  former  to  the  lerd  of  tlie 
latter.  The  loofe  and  general  way  in  which  the  accounts  of 
the  miflionarics  are  drawn  up  certainly  leave  fuch  an  impreiP 
fion;  but  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  (hew  that  fuch  is  far  from 
being  the  cafe,  it  may  be  cxpeftcd  I  (hould  alfo  attempt  to 
explain  the  frequency  of  thofc  dlfiftrous  famines  which  occa- 
fionaliy  commit  fuch  terrible  havock  in  this  country.  1  am  of 
opinion  then,  that  three  principal  realons  may  be  afligncd  for 
them.  Firft,  the  equal  divifion  of  the  land  :  Secondly,  the 
mode  of  cultivation:  and  Thirdly,  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
duda. 

If,  in  the  &ft  pltee,  every  man  has  it  hi  liie  option  to 
rent  as  muefa  land  as  will  fupport  bis  ^unily  with  food  and 
dotldnsy  he  will  have  no  oceafion  to  go  to  maifeet  fer  die  firft 
nceeflides ;  and  fiich  being  generally  the  cafe  in  China,  tbofe 
firft  neoeffities  find  no  maifcet,  except  in  die  large  cities.  When 
the  pea&nt  has  faiooi^  snder  tillage  of  grsin  as  niueh  land  as 
may  be  fuffident  for  the  confumption  of  his  own  fiunily,  and 
the  neceflary  fuiphis  for  the  landlord,  he  looks  no  further ;  and 
all  his  neighbours  having  done  the  fame,  the  fiift  neceflfities  are, 
in  fad,  unfaleable  articles,  except  In  (b  £ur  as  regards  the  de- 
maods  of  large  cities,  which  are  by  no  means  ib  dole  upon 

one 
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one  another  as  has  been  imaf^inecl.    A  furpliis  of  grain  is  like- 
wife  Icfs  calculated  to  cxchanp;e  for  fiipcrfluities  or  luxuries 
than  many  other  articles  of  produce.    This  being  the  cafe,  if, 
by  any  accident,  a  failure  of  the  crops  fliould  he  general  in 
a  pi  evince,  it  has  no  relief  to  expert  from  the  neighbouring  pro- 
vinces, nor  any  kippiles  from  foreign  countries.    In  China  there 
arc  no  great  farmers  who  ftore  their  grain  to  thrcnv  into  the 
market  in  fcafonb  oi  fcarcity.    In  fuch  feafons  the  only  reftiurce 
i«  that  of  the  government  opening  its  magazines,  and  reftoring 
to  the  people  that  portion  oi  tlieir  crop  whicli  it  liad  demanded 
from  tlieni  as  the  price  ot   lis  proteclion.    And  this  being 
criglnally  only  a  tenth  part,  cut  of  which  the  muiuhly  fub^ 
fiftencc  of  every  ofhcer  and  loldier  had  already  been  deduded, 
rhc  remaiiuler  is  felJom  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  people. 
Inrurre<flion  and  rebellion  cnfuc,  and  thoio  wiio  may  elcape 
the  devouring  fcourge  of  faniinc,  in  ail  probability,  fldl  by  the- 
fword.    In  iV.cli  fculons  a  whole  province  is  fonictimes  half 
depopulated  ;  wretched  parents  are  reduced,  by  imperious  want, 
to  fell  or  dtdroy  their  offspring,  and  children  to  put  an  end, 
by  violence,  to  t'lc  fufferings  of  their  aged  and  infirm  parents. 
Thus,  the  equal  divifion  of  land,  fo  favourable  to  population  i^ 
feafons  of  plenty,  is  juft  the  reverfe  when  the  calamity  of  a, 
famine  fails  upon  the  peo{}le.. 

In  the  fecond  place,  a  Ibardty  may  be  owing  to  die  modt 
of  cultivation.   When  I  mention  that  two-thirds  of  the  fmall  • 
quantity  of  land  under  dllage  is  cultivated  with  the  Ipade  or  the 
hoe,  or  otherwife  by  manual  labour,  without  the  aid  of  draught-  . 

4'  cattle: 
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cflt^  or  ikilful  madiiaery,  it  will  fetdilj  be  concelTed  how 
yaj  fmall  a  portion  each  Uauij  will  be  Ukdj  to  employ  every 
jear;  certatnl)r  not  one-third  part  of  hit  avenge  allowance. 

The  third  canfe  of  famines  may  be  owing  to  the  nature  of 
Che  produds,  particulariy  to  that  of  rice.  Thia  grain,  the  ftaff 
of  life  in  Cliina,  though  it  yields  abundant  returns  in  favourable 
iealbns,  is  tnan  liable  to  fail  than  moft  others.  A  drought  in 
its  early  ftagea  withers  it  on  the  ground ;  and  an  inundation, 
when  nearly  ripe,  is  equally  deftru^ve.  The  birds  and  the 
locufis,  more  numerous  in  this  country  than  an  European  can 
well  conceive,  iofeft  it  more  than  any  other  kind  of  grain.  In 
the  nrrthern  provinces,  where  wheat,  millet  and  pull'e  arc 
cultivated,  famines  more  rarely  happen ;  and  I  am  perfuaded 
that  if  potatoes  and  Guinea  corn  [Zea-AIays)  were  once 
adopted  as  the  common  vegetable  food  of  the  people,  tliofe 
direful  famines  that  produce  fuch  general  inifcry  viould  entirely 
ctafc,  and  the  encreafc  of  population  be  as  rapid  as  that  of  Ire- 
land. l"his  root  in  the  noi  thci  n  provinces,  and  this  grain  io 
the  middle  and  iouthcrn  ones,  would  never  fail  them.  An 
acre  of  potatoes  would  yield  more  food  than  an  acre  of  rice^ 
and  t\N  ice  the  nourifliment.  *Rice  is  the  pooreft  of  all  grain,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  fiender  and  delicate  forms  of  all  the  people 
who  ufe  it  as  the  chief  article  of  their  fuftenance ;  and  potatoes 
are  juft  the  conuary  *• 

•  Thf  ^reat  advantage  cf  a  pnT;itcc  crop,  as  I  before  obfcrvt  J,  u  the  ccrtn-nty 
of  iu  fuccefs.  WvTu-  a  gcncrai  i.tilarc  of  this  rocc  to  Ukc  p'.icc,  as  Ibnjcliiusi  h-p- 
pcM  to  crop*  of  rice,  Ireland,  in  it*  prdeat  ftute,  would  exficrieace  all  the  Jiocnwm 
tkaK  attend  a  famine  in  finne  of  die  province!  of  CUna« 

As 
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As  Dr.  Adam  Smith  obferves,  **  The  chairmen,  porters,  and 
**  coal>faeavers  in  London,  and  thole  unfortunate  women  who 
"  live  by  proftitution,  the  ftrongeft  men  and  the  moft  beati* 
**  tiful  women  perhaps  in  the  Brttifh  dominions,  are  fatd  to  be, 

the  greater  part  of  them,  from  the  lowed  rank  of  the  people 
•*  in  Ireland,  who  are  generally  fed  witli  this  root ;  no  food 

can  aSbrd  a  more  dccifive  proof  of  its  nourifliing  quality, 

or  of  its  being  j^eciiliarly  fuitable  tO  the  health  of  the  humaa 
**  conftitution."  The  Guinea  corn  requirc>  little  or  no  atten- 
tion after  the  feed  is  dropped  into  the  ground ;  and  its  lea^ 
and  juicy  (lems  are  not  more  nouriihing  for  cattle  than  its  pro* 
li&c  heads  are  for  tlie  fufteoaoce  of  man. 

Various  caufes  have  contributed  to  the  populoufoeft  clt 
China.  Since  the  Tartar  conquefl  it  may  be  laid  to  have  en- 
joyed a  profound  peace ;  for  in  the  different  wars  and  fldrr 
mifhcs  that  have  taken  place  with  the  neighbouring  nations  cit 
the  fide  of  India,  and  with  the  Ruffians  on  the  confines  of 
Siberia,  a  few  Tartar  foldiers  only  have  been  employed.  The 
Chinefe  army  is  parcelled  out  as  guards  for  the  towns,  cities, 
and  villages ;  and  ftationed  at  tlic  nuraberlefs  ports  on  the  roads 
and  canals..  Being  feldom  relieved  from  the  fcveral  guards, 
they  a!)  marry  and  have  families.  A  certain  portion  of  land  is 
allotted  for  their  ufe,  which  they  have  fufficient  time  to  culti> 
vlrte.  As  the  nation  has  little  foreign  commerce  there  are  fexv* 
itamen;  fuch  as  belong  to  the  inland  navigations  are  moftly 
married.  Although  there  be  no  dired  penalty  levied  againft 
fach  as  lemain  batchelors,  as  was  the  cale  among  the  Romada 
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when  they  will^cJ  to  repair  the  defolaiion  that  their  civil  wafs 
lidd  occahuiitJ,  yet  public  opiniou  conllJcrs  celibacy  as  dil- 
graceful,  and  a  fort  of  infamy  is  attaclicd  to  a  man  who  con- 
tinues unmarried  beyond  a  certain  time  of  life.    And  although 
ifi  Chioa  the  public  law  be  not  eftaUidied  of  the  ^jtr  trkm 
Sberormn^  hy  which  every  Roman'  citizen  having  three  ehUdrea 
was,  entitled  to  certain  privileges  and  immunhies,  yet  every 
mtle  child  may  be  prodded  for,  and  receive  a  ftipend  from  the 
aooment  of  hie  birdi,  by  his  name  being  enrolled  on  the  mili- 
tary lift.  By  the  equal  <linfion  of  the  country  into  fmall  farms, 
every  peafaot  has  the  means  of  brinpng  up  his  &mily,  if 
drought  and  inundadon.  do  not  firuftrate  his  labour  j  and  the 
purfuits  of  agriculture  are  more  favourable  to  health,  and  con- 
ftquently  to  populadon,  than  mechanical  employments  in 
cfowdedxitioi,  and  large  maoufiidoriea,  wbete  thofe  who  are 
doomed  to  toil  are  more  liable  to  become  the  w^ms  of  difeafe 
and  debauchery,  .than  fuch  as  are  expofed  to  the  free  and  open 
air,  and  to  adive  and  wholefome  labour.    In  China  there 
wtt  .few  of  fuch  manufaduring  cities.   No  great  capitals  an 
here  employed  in  any  one  branch  of  the  arts.    In  general 
each  labours  for  himfclf  in  his  own  profcffion.     From  the 
general  poverty  that  prevails  among  the  lower  orders  of  people, 
the  vice  of  drunken ncls  is  little  pradlilcd  among  them.  The 
multitude,  from  neccfuiy,  are  temperate  in  their  diet  to  the 
lad  degree.     The  climate  is   moderate  and,  except  in  the 
northern  provinces  where  the  cold  is  fcvcre,  remarkably  imiform, 
not  liable  to  thofe  fudden  and  great  .changes  in  temperature, 
which  the  human  contUtutioa  is  Jcfs  able  to  refill,  than  the 

extremes 
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extremes  of  heat  or  cold  when  fteady  and  invariable,  and  from 
which  the  inconvenlencies  are  perhaps  nowhere  fo  feverdy 
felt  as  on  our  own  ifland.  Except  the  fmall-ptfz  and  con* 
tagious  dileafes  that  occalionally  break  out  in  thehr  confined 
and  crowded  cldes,  they  are  liable  to  few  epidemical  diforders. 
The  ftill  and  inanimate  kind  of  life  which  4s  led  by  the  wo- 
men, at  the  fame  time  that  it  is  fuppoled  to  render  them 
prolific,  prefcrves  them  from  accidents  that  might  caufe 
untimely  births.  Every  woman  lucklcs  and  nurfes  her  own 
child.  • 

The  rperatlon  of  thefe  and  other  favourable  caufe^  that 
mi^ht  be  afPgncd,  in  a  country  that  has  exifted  under  tlie 
fame  form  of  government,  and  prcfcrvcd  the  fame  laws  and 
culloms  tor  fo  many  age?,  muft  necellarily  have  created  an  ex- 
cefs  of  poptjlation  unknown  in  moft  other  parts  of  the  world, 
where  the  ravages  of  war,  fevcral  times  repeated  in  the  courfe 
of  a  century,  or  internal  commotions,  or  peflilential  difeafe,  or 
the  effeils  of  overgrown  wealth,  fometimcs  fwecp  away  one 
half  of  a  nation  within  the  ufual  period  allotted  to  the  life  of 
xnao. 

*•  What  a  grand  and  curious  fpcdlacle,"  as  Sir  George  Staun- 
ton obfervcs,  "  is  here  exhibited  to  the  mind  of  fo  large  a  pro- 
**  portion  of  the  ^vho!e  human  race,  conneQed  together  in  one 
«*  great  fyftcm  of  polity,  fubmitting  quietly  and  through  fo 

confidcrabic  an  extent  of  country  to  one  great  fovereign  ;  and 

"  uniform 
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« 

tmifbim  ia  dicir]MN>  thar  ounnen,  and  their  language ;  Gttt 
difleringcfllBiMially  io  each  of  thefe  refpe^b  from  c^trj  other 
'*  |»toUoi»  of  nankiad ;  and  neither  defirous  of  communicating 
**  withyfioc  forouDgrany  defigns  againft,the  reft  of  the  world." 
How  ftrong.an  inftmce  does  China  afibrd  of  the  troth  of  the 
ohfervadoDi  that  men  are  more  eafily  governed  by  opinion  than 
by  povrei; 
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CHAP.  X. 

Journey  through  the  ProyJnce  of  Gantoik^-SitiutioQ  of  Fo» 
rcigaen  trading  to  tUs  Fdrt.— Goaclufion. 


F^eCbangt  in  the  Cbarn?ler  of  the  People . — Rugged  Mountains. -~Cc}Vienet.-m 
Temple  in  a  Cavern.  — St  i  ^n  ^tnrrus. — Fariaus  Plants  for  \jfc  and  Ornament.  — 
Arriv*  at  Canton  — t-x^iice  ej  the  F.mbiijy  to  tht  Chine/*  Govemment.  —  To  the 
Britijh  HaAm^Naturt  tuut  InetmHmenea  tin  Trade  i»  Gm<M.~?%#  Armtrntm 
Md  his  PlttH.^h>^f^tiMU  ^  the  Oji^S  if  C  vemmtnt  infanctd.-  P  Ipai 
Caufe  rftbem  is  the  Ignorance  of  the  Lan^unge.—  Cafe  cf  Chinefe  trading  to  London. 

 Chinefe  HHed  by  a  Seimnn  of  His  Majejiy's  Ship  Madras. — Delinquent  faved 

Jrtm  an  ignominious  Death,  by  a  proper  Mode  of  ComnuMicaiwn  with  the  Govern' 
ment. — CoNCLOUON* 


We  huA  no  fooner  pafled  the  fammit  of  the  high  mountaia 
Me-lmt  and  entered  the  province  of  ^gau-im^t  or  Canton,  thaa 
a  very  fenlible  difference  was  perceived  in  the  conduft  of  the  in* 
habitants.  Hitherto  the  Embafly  had  met  v?ith  the  greateft  re- 
fpedt  and  dviUty  from  all  clafles  of  the  natives,  but  now  even 
the  peafantry  ran  out  of  their  houfes,  as  we  pafled,  and  bawled 
after  us  ^itze-fin-pteit  whidi,  in  then:  language,  are  opprobri. 
0U8  and  contemptuous  expreflions,  fignifylng  yom^«  devils^ 
itnpi  •  epithets  that  are  beftowed  by  the  enlightened  Chinefe  on 
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all  foreigners.  It  was  obvious,  that  the  haughty  ar.il  iiifoknt 
manner  in  which  all  Europeans  refilling  at,  or  tiailiag  lo,  the 
port  of  Canton  arc  treated,  had  extended  itfelf  to  the  northern 
frontier  of  the  province,  but  it  had  not  crofled  the  mountair» 
Mc-lin  ;  tlie  natives  Kiang-fcehcvn^  a  quiet,  civil,  and  inolFcn- 
five  people,  in  :^iati-tiwg  the  flirilicr  we  advaiKcd,  the  more 
rude  and  iulolcut  ihcy  became.  A  timely  rebuke,  however, 
given  to  the  governor  of  Nau-foeun-foo  by  Van-ta-ghi^  for  apply- 
ing the  above-mentioDcd  opprobrious  epithets  to  the  Britiflx 
EmbaOy,  had  a  good  effe£k  on  the  Canton  officen,  who  were 
now  to  be  oar  coadudors.  through  their  prorinee. 

This  contempt  of  ibreignenis  not  confined  to  the  upper  ranlt^ 
or  men  in  dEce,  but  pervades  the  very  iowefl:  clafs  who,  whilft 
they  make  no  fcruple  of  entering,  into  the  lervice  of  foreign 
merchants  refiding  in  the  country,  and  accepting  the  mofl  me- 
nial employments  under  them,  perfbrmiog  the  duties  of  their 
feveral  offices  with  diligence,  punfluality,  and  fidelity,  aflfed, 
attheiamc  time,  to  deff  ifc  their  employers,  and  to  conllder' 
them  as  placed,  in  the  fcale  of  human  beings,  many  degrees  bo- 
low  them.  Having  one  day  obfervcd  my  Chinefe  f.rvant  bu- 
fily  employed  in  drying  a  quantity  of  tca-leavcs,  that  had  al- 
ready been  ufed  for  brcaki.ift,  and  of  which  he  had  collcdcd 
feveral  pounds,  I  inquired  what  he  meant  to  do  with  them  : 
he  replied,  to  mix  them  with  other  tea  and  lell  them.  "  And 
•*  is  that  the  vvay,"  faid  1,  "  in  which  you  cheat  your  own 
.countrymen  ?"  "  No,"  replied  he,  "  my  own  countrymen  are 
too  wife  to  be  fo  eafily  cheated,  but  )  our't  arc  ftupid  enough 
**  to  let  usferve  youfuch  iiicc  tricks;  and  indeed/'  continued  he, 
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with  the  greateft  fans  froid  imaginable,  **  any  thing  you  get 
**  from  Its  is  quite  good  enough  for  you.**  Affisdling  to  b«  an- 
gry with  him,  he  iaid,  **  he  meant  for  the  ficond  fort  of  En« 
"  gliflimen,''  trhich  is  a  diftio^Hoa  they  give  to  the  Ame- 
ricans *• 

The  dty  of  Nafhfbeim-fio  was  pleafantly  ittiuted  on  the  high 
bank  of  the  river  Fei-^tiang^ito,  The  houfes  appeaired  to  be 
very  okl,  the  ftreets  narrow,  large  tra^  of  ground  within  the 
walls  unbuilt,  others  covered  with  ruins.  While  the  barges 
were  preparing  to  receive  on  board  the  baggage,  we.  took  up 
our  lodginga  in  the  public  temple,  that  was  dedicated  to  the 
memory  of  Confucius,,  being,  at  the  lame  time,  the  collc|^ 
.  where  the  ftudents  are  examined  for  their  different  d^ees.  It 
'c:>nfifted  of  a  long  dark  room,  divided  by  two  rows  of  red  pil- 
lars  into  a  middle  and  two  fide  ailes,  without  furniture,  painty' 
ings,  ftatoes,  or  ornaments  of  any  kind,  except  a  few  f»pef 
lanterns  fufpendcd  between  the  pillars ;  the  floor,  was  of  earth, 
and  entirely  broken  up :  to  us  it  had  more  the  appearance  of  a 
large paflage  or  gang-way  to  fome  manufactory,  as  abrewhoule 
or  iron  foundery,  than  of  the  hall  of  Confucius.  Oa  each  fide, 
and  at  the  farther  extremity,  were  feveral  I'maU  aportmenis,  in 
which  we  contrived  to  pais  tbe  nighL 

The  barges  in  which  we  now  embarked  were  Tery  fmnt^i 
owing  to  the  lhaUowneis  of  the  river.   The  officers,  ^flcmbieJ 

•  la  the  Caatoa  jargon, /ecoiid  chtf  EniUfbmn  ;  and  even  this  diftindlion  the  AflW* 
ikus,  1  ondcrftaad,  li«ve SM1I7  Mk«dia  the  miaJs  of  tiie  Chinefe. 
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here  fiOQi  diffisient  parti  of  the  country,  detained  os  a  wholr 
day  in  order  to  hare  an  opportunity  of  laying  tbnr  feverat 
complaints  befme  ourphyfician,  at  the  recommendation  cSVim- 
ia^^iii,  who  had  fUt  die  good  efle€fcs  of  his  p^aAice.  Here,  for 
once,  we  had  an  inftance  of  Chinefe  pride  ^ving  way  to  ielf* 
intereft,  and  ufarped  fuperiority  condefcending  to  alk  advice  of 
barbarians.  We  fitiled  for  two  days  in  our  little  liargeii  tliiough 
one  of  the  moft  wild,  mountainous,  and  barren  trads  of  coan» 
try  thai  I  ever  beheld,  abounding  more  in  the  fablime  and  hor- 
rible, than  in  the  pidlutcfque  or  the  beautiful.  The  lofty  fum* 
tolts  of  the  mountains  Teemed  to  touch  each  other  acroft  die 
liver  and,  at  a  diftance,  it  appeared  as  if  we  had  to  fail  throng 
in  arched  cavern.  The  mafly  fragments  that  had  fiUlen  dowtt: 
from  time  to  time,  and  impeded  the  navigation,  were  indica- 
cations  thai  the  paflTage  was  not  altogether  free  from  danger.  Five 
Itmarkable  points  of  feind-ftone  rock,  rifing  in  fucceffion  above 
each  other  with  perpendicular  faces,  fecmcd  as  if  they  had 
been  hewn  out  of  one  folid  mountain  :  they  were  called  OM^mO' 
tov,  or  the  five  horfcs'  heads.  Tiie  mountains  at  a  diftance  on 
each  fide  of  the  river  were  covered  with  pines,  the  nearer  hills 
with  coppice  wood,  in  which  the  Cnmt^Hia  prevailed;  and  in 
the  little  gleus  were  cluRcrs  of  fiibermen's  huts,  fuxrouaded  by 
fmall  plantations  of  tobacco* 

Within  the  defile  of  thefe  wild  mountains,  wc  obfervcd  fc- 
vcral  c»<tcnfivc  collieries,  which  were  advantageoufly  worked 
by  driving  levels  from  the  river  into  their  fides.    The  coals 
brought  out  of  {he  horizontal  ai/Us  were  immediately  lowered 
.from  a  pier  iato  veiTels  that  were  ready  to  receive  and  tranf- 
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port  them  to  the  potteries  of  this  province,  and  of  Kiang-fee. 
Coal  is  httle  ufed  in  its  raw  ftate,  but  is  firft  charred  in  large  pits 
that  are  dug  in  the  ground.  Coal  dull,  mixed  with  earth,  and 
formed  into  fquarc  blocks,  is  frequently  ufed  to  heat  their  little 
Aoves,  on  which  they  boil  their  rice. 

At  the  city  of  Tcbao-tcboo-fuOy  where  wc  arrived  on  the  ijth, 
we  exchanged  our  flat-bottomed  boats  for  large  and  commo- 
dious yachts,  the  river  being  here  much  increalcd  by  the  con- 
fluence of  another  dream.  The  boats  before  this  city  were 
moftly  managed  by  young  girls,  whofe  drefs  connded  of  a  neat 
white  jacket  and  petticoat  and  a  gipfey  ftraw  hat.  Having  for 
fo  great  a  length  of  tioie  fcarcely  ever  fet  our  eyes  upon  a  fe>- 
malc,  except  the  be»ds  of  fome  at' a  diftaace,  peepiog  from  her 
hind  ^he  mad  walk  that  furround  the  houfes,  or  labouring  ia 
the  giouads  of  Kian^-fee^  thefefry  girls,  though  in  reality  very 
plain  and  coarfe-feaiured,  were  coniidered  as  the  nioft  beautiful 
cbjeOs  that  had  occurred  in  the  wbole  joume7.  To,  the  occii- 
|»a^n  of  ferrying  pafTeagers  over  the  river  it  feetned  the^ 
added  aoocbcr,  not  quite  fo  lipiiootable,  for  which,  however, 
thejr  had  not  only  jthe  confent  and  approbation  of  their  parents^ 
but  alfo  the  fandion  of  the  government,  or  perliaps,  to  Ipeak 
more  cocre^j*  of  the  goveI|^ng  magiftrates,^  given  |n  cpn- 
iideratioii  of  thdr  leeeivmg  a  ponipn  of  tlie.wagn  of  prof 
ftitntion. 

.  •    -,.7/  1;..:^  .■;  ,  :i  -.-.iifi 

fia  tbis  mouataidotts  dilfariftra  rf«w  iUllfnBfn.*f  (hf^:^ 
tfaofe  of  the  oolliert  were  the  jMbiiay^i^^^lirr^^ 
.but  the  defied;  of  fiopulatioa  wa» 
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Bumber  o£  woodeo  dwelHogt  that  were  floMlag  od  tlie  rim 
Small  hutt»  U>  the  number  of  thirty  or  forty,  were  fometimei 
ere€ted  upon  a  lingle  floating  raft  of  fir  baulks,  lafhed  together 
by  the  ends  and  the  fides.  On  thefe  rafts  the  people  earry  oa 
theur  trade  or  occupation,  particnlarly  fuch  as  work  in  wood. 

'  Our  condudors  dire^ed  the  yachts  to  halt  before  a  detached 
rock,  rifing  with  a  perpendicular  front  from  the  margin  of  the 
river  to  the  height  of  fcven  hundred  feet.  In  this  front  we  ob- 
ferved  a  cavern,  before  which  was  a  terrace  that  had  been  cut 
out  of  the  rock,  acceflible  by  a  flight  of  fteps  from  the  river. 
Proceeding  from  the  terrace  into  the  cavity  of  the  rock,  we 
afcended  another  flight  of  flairs,  alfo  cut  out  of  folid  Aone, 
which  led  loco  a  very  fpacious  apartment.  In  the  centre  of 
this  apartment  fat  the  goddefs  Poo-fa  upon  a  kind  of  altar,  con- 
ftituting  a  part  of  the  rock,  and  hewn  into  the  (hape  of  the 
Uen-wba  or  Nclumbium.  A  froall  opening,  nest  the  riTer,  ad- 
mitted a  dim  religious  light,"  fuitible  to  the  fiilemntty  of 
the  place,  wluch  we  were  U>ld  was  a  temple  con(ecrated  to  P0O- 
fa^  and  a  monaftery  for  the  refidence  of  a  few  fnperaauuated 
priefts.  On  the  fmooih  fides  of  the  apartment  was  inicrihed  a 
mnldtode  of  Chiaeleverfes,  fome  cm  into  the  rock,  and  odiert 
painted  upon  it.  The  lodgings  of  the  priefls  were  fmall  cavet 
branching  out  of  the  large  temple.  A  third  flight  of  fteps  led 
fiom  this  to  a  fecond  ftory,  which  was  alfo  lighted  by  a  fmall 
aperture  in  front,  that  was  nearly  choaked  up  by  an  immeaia 
mafs  of  ftaledllte  that  had  been  formed,  and  was  ftill  increafing, 
by  the  conftant  oozing  of  water  holding  in  folution  calcare- 
ous matter,  and  iufpended  liom  a  projedion  of  the  upper  part 
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of  the  Tozk.  But  the  light  was  fufficient  to  dlfcover  a  gigantic 
'image  with  a  Saracen  face,  who  "  grinu'd  horrible  a  ghaftly 
*'  ftnile."  On  his  head  was  a  fort  of  crown;  in  one  hand  he 
held  a  naked  fc)'meter,  and  a  firebrand  in  the  other;  but  the 
hiftory  of  this  colofial  divinity  feemed  to  be  imperfedlly  known, 
even  to  the  votaries  oi' Poo-fa  themfelves.  He  had  in  all  probabi- 
lity been  a  warrior  in  iiis  day,  the  Thclcua  or  the  Hercules  of 
China.  The  cave  of  the  Cumaean  Si!)yl  could  not  be  better 
fuited  for  dealing  out  the  myfterious  decrees  of  fate  to  the  fu- 
perftitious  multituJt:,  than  that  of  the  ^nan-gin Jhun^  from 
whence  the  oracle  of  future  dediny,  in  like  manner, 

*■  HoRWdu  caaft  ambagn,  aatroqae  remii||i^ 
**  ObTcaris  veia  involvtiic." 

"  The  wond'rous  trutTis,  involv'd  in  riddles,  gave, 
**  And  farioat  bcJlow'd  round  the  gioomjr  ciwe." 

Lord  Macaftoej  oblenred  that  tbis  fingular  temple  brought 
to  his  rccoIle£tioa  e  Fraocilcta  moaaftety  he  had  feen  in  Porta* 
gal,  oear  Cape  Roxent,  ufually  called  the  CbH  Cunfeai,  **  which 

is  an  excavatioa  of  confiderable  extent  under  a  hill,  divided 
**  into  a  great  number  of  cella,  and  fitted  up  ^th  a  church, 
*  iiicrifty,  refedory,  and  every  requifim  apartment  for  the  ac- 

commodation  of  the  milerable  Corddiers  who  burrow  in  it* 

The  iniide  is  entirely  lined  with  eoric:  the  walls,  the  rooft^ 
**  the  floors,  are  covered  with  cork  i  the  tables,  feats,  chairs, 
"  beds,  couches,  the  furniture  of  the  chapel,  the  crucifixes,  and 
**  every  other  implement,  are  all  made  of  cork.   The  place  was 

certainly  difmal  and  comfortlefs  to  a  great  degree,  but  it 
**  wanted  the  gjg^tic  form,  the  grim  fcatnrcti  the  terrific 
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afpeft  which  diftiiiguifli  the  temple  of  Fw-fa^  in  the  rock  of 
**  ^uaii-gin-Jban^*  Difnul  as  this  gfoomj  den  appeared  to  be, 
where  a  few  miferable  bdnp  had  voluntarily  chained  them- 
ielves  to  a  rock,  to  be  gnawed  \>j  the  vultures  of  fuperftitioa 
and  fanadcifm,-  it  it  ftiU  left  ib  ^an  an  apartment  of  the  Fran* 
cifcan  convent  in  Madura,  Ae  walls  of  which  are  entirely  CO* 
vered  with  human  fkulls,  and  the  bones  of  legs  and  arms, 
placed  alternately  in  Iiorizontal  rov;s.  A  dirty  lamp  furpendcJ 
from  the  ceiling,  and  conftantly  ntrcnded  hy  an  old  bald-headed 
friar  of  the  order,  to  keep  tlic  feeble  light  jiilt  glimmering  in 
the  fockcr,  ferves  to  (hew  indiftinftly  to  ftrangers  this  difguft» 
ing  tmmnito  mor'i.  It  would  be  dinicuU  to  determine  which  of 
the  three  were  the  moft  ufelcfs  nicnibcrs  of  fociety,  the  monks 
of  Poo-fa^  the  monkn  of  the  Cork  convent,  or  the  monks  of 
Golgotha.  .  . 

In  feveral  places  among  the  wild  and  romantic  mountains 
through  whi^  we  were  carried  on  this  river,  we  oottoed  qoas 
riea  of  great  extent,  out  of  whieh  huge  ftonea  had  been  cut  fiar 
fepukhral  monuments,  for  the  arches  of  bridges,'  for  ardil- 
traves,  for  paving  the  ftreets,  and  for  various  other  ufes.  To  ob- 
tain thde  large  maflcs,  the  law  is  applied  at  the  upper  fuifiwe,  and 
they  work  down  veitieally  to  the  length  required.  Each 
{lone  is  (haped  and  fafhiotied  to  the  fixe  that  may  be  wanted, 
before  it  is  removed  from  the  patent  rock,  by  which  moch 
difficulty  is  avoided  and  lefs  power  required  in  conveying  it 
to  its  deftinafion.  RuJc  misfhapcn  blocks,  requiring  addition^ 
labour  for  their  removal,  are  never  dcrachod  from  the  rock  in 
fuch  a  ftate.    In  this  refpe^  they  are  more  provident  than  the 
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"hte  Emprefs  of  Ruflia  who,  at  an  immcnfe  expence  and  with 
the  aid  of  complicated  machinery,  caufed  a  block  of  ftone  to 
be  brought  to  her  capital,  to  ll-rve  as  a  pedcftal  for  the  ftatue 
of  the  Czar  Peter,  where  it  was  found  expedient  to  reduce  it  to 
two-thirds  of  its  original  dimenfions. 

Between  the  city  of  Canton  and  tf  c  firfl  pas^oda  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  there  is  a  continued  fcries  of  funilar  quarries,  which 
appear  not  to  have  been  worked  for  many  years.  Tiie  regiil.ir  and 
formal  manner  In  which  the  ftones  have  been  cut  away,  exhibiting 
lengthened  Rrccts  of  lioufcs  with  quadrangular  chambers,  in  the 
fides  of  which  arc  fquarc  holes  at  equal  diilanccs,  as  if  intended 
for  the  reception  of  beams  ;  the  fmoothnefs  and  perfeQ  perpen- 
dicularity of  the  iides,  and  the  number  of  detached  pillars  that 
are  fcattercd  over  the  plain,  would  juftify  a  fimilar  inlftukc  to 
that  of  Mr.  Addifun's  Dodtor  of  one  of  the  German  uiiiver- 
fities,  whom  he  found  at  Chateau  d'Un  in  France,  carefully 
meafuring  the  free-done  quarries  at  that  place,  which  he  Ii.ul 
conceived  to  be  the  vcu^rable  remains  of  vail  fubterranean  paiace* 
of  great  antiquity. 

Almoftan  the  mountains  that  occurred  in  our  paflage  through 
GhtA«  were  of  primasval  granite,  fome  few  of  ikad-ftone,  aod 
the  inferior  hills  were  genecsUj  of  iime-ftcme,  or  cotrfe  grey 
marble.  Except  the  Ladronc  iflands  on  the  fouth,  and  fome 
of  the  (Sut'fiM  iflands  on  Uie  caft,  we  oblerved  no  appeanoces 
ki  the  wliole  cotmtiy  of  T^canic  prododtons.  The  high 
mountains,  indeed,  that  form  great  coottacntal  chains  are 
Seldom^  if-  ever,  -of  ▼otca&ic  formaiion.  The  prefimoe  of  a. 
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vaft  voltime  of  water  feems  to  be  indifpenfably  neceflary  tt> 
carry  on  this  operation  of  nature  and,  accnrdinpK%  we  find 
that  volcanic  mountains  are  generally  dole  to  the  Ic,^  coaft,  or 
entirely  inlulated.  Thus,  although  a  great  part  of  the  iflands 
on  the  coaft  of  China  are  volcanic,  we  met  with  no  trace  of 
fubterranean  heat,  either  in  volcanic  prodnds  or  thermal 
rprings,  on  the  whole  continent.  Yet  earthquakes  are  fiid  to 
hav^  bcLU  tVcquenlly  felt  ia  all  the  provinces,  but  flight  ami  of 
fliort  duration. 

About  feven  miles  to  the  foutlnvard  of  the  temple  in  the  rock,  • 
the  mountains  abruptly  ceafed,  and  we  entered  on  a  wide  ex- 
tended plain  which,  to  the  fouthward  and  on  each  fide,  wa« 
termittAted  only  by  the  horizon.  Tbit  fuddea  tranikion  from 
barrenneft  to  fertility,  from  the  fubltme  to  the  beautiful,  from 
irregularity  to  unifomuty,  could  not  M  to  pleafe,  as  alt  ftroog 
contrafts  ufually  do.  The  country  ^as  now  in  a  high  ftate  of 
tillage;  the  chief  produdt  were  rice,  fugar*canet,  «iid  to- 
bacco; and  the  river  was  fo  much  augmented  by  the  tribuo 
tary  (Ircams  of  the  mountains,  which  we  had  juft  left  behind, 
that  it  was  nearly  half  a  mile  in  width.  Canals  branched 
from  its  two  banks  in  every  dtre£tion.  At  the  city  of  San^ 
Jhwee  Jhien,  we  obfcrved  the  current  of  the  river  receding,  be- 
ing driven  back  by  the  flux  of  the  tide. 

On  the  loth  we  halted  before  a  village  which  was  jufl  within 
light  of  the  fuburbs  of  Canton.  Here  the  Embaffador  was 
mit  by  the  Commlflioners  of  the  Eail  India  Company,  whom 
the  Cbinefe  had  allowed  to  proceed  thus  far  from  the  fadory, 

and 
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and  to  which  placs  die  fervtnts  of  the  Compaoy  are  oecalioii- 
ally  pernitted  to  make  their  parties  of  pleafure*  la  the  ndgh* 
boorhood  of  this  tiltage  are  extenfive  gardent  for  the  fupply 
of  the  city  with  ▼egctables.  In  fome  we  oblerved  mirferiea  for 
propagating  the  tare,  the  beautiful,  the  curious,  or  the  ulefiil 
>  plants  of  the  country ;  which  are  feat  to  Gsnton  for  fide.  On. 
this  account  we  were  not  lorry  to  be  obliged  to  i^>end  the 
remainder  of  the  day  at  this  place.  Among  the  choice  pUnts 
we  noticed  the  lai^  Peonia  before  mentioned,  wliite,  red,  and 
variegated ;  the  elegant  Umodorum  tankerviUia^  and  that  fingu^ 
bur  plant  the  Ep'ideiubrum foi  aeris^  fo  called  from  its  vegetating ' 
without  the  afliftance  of  earth  or  water ;  the  Hy^cus  mutabilis^ 
the  AbcUmfchns^  and  other  fpecies  of  this  genus ;  the  double 
variegated  CameUia  Jopunica ;  the  great  holly-liock;  the  fcar- 
let  amaraiithus  and  anotlier  fpecics  of  the  Tame  genus,  and  a 
very  elegant  Cdofia  or  cock's  comb ;  tlie  Kerhtm  Oleander^ 
fometimcs  called  the  Ceylon  rofc,  and  the  Yu-lan^  a  fpecies  of 
magnolia,  the  flowers  of  which  appear  before  the  leaves  burft 
from  the  buds.  Of  the  fcented  plants  the  plumerta  and  a 
double  flowering  jafmii.e  were  the  moft  efteemed.  We  ob~ 
ferved  alfo  in  pots  the  Ocymum  or  fweet  Bafll,  Cloranthus  inccut- 
fp'icuus^  called  Cbu-lany  whofe  leaves  arc  fometimes  mixed  with 
thofe  of  tea  to  give  them  a  peculiar  flavour  j  the  Olea  fragrans^ 
or  fweet  fcented  olive,  faid  alfo  to  be  ufed  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe ;  a  fpecies  of  myrtle ;  the  much  efteemed  Rofa  Slnica  \  die 
TtAeroft ;  the  ftrong  icented  Gardemajbrida^  improperly  called 
the  Cape  Jafmine;  the  China  |dnk  and  levetal  otliers,  to  cnu* 
merate  which  would  exceed  the  limits  of  this  wwfc. 


Of 
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Of  fruilS  we  noticed  a  variety  of  figs,  and  three  fpecles  of 
Aulbcrries;  peaches  and  almonds;  the  Annom  or  cuAard- 
tpplc;  the  Eugenia  Javtbos^  or  rofe- apple ;  the  much •cftccmed 
L£e-tcbee  or  Sapindus-edulis ;  and  the  Kalreuteria^  another  fpe- 
cie«  of  the  lame  genus ;  the  Averhoa  Caramboloy  an  excellent 
fruit  for  tarts  ;  and  the  Gu-long-Jhoo^  the  Sterculia  platOK^^UU 
Befides  tbefe  were  abundance  of  oranges  and  bananai.  ' 


As  vegetables  for  the  table,  was  a  great  variety  of  beans  and 
calavances,  among  which  was  the  Dollchos  Soja  or  Toy  plant, 
and  the  polyjlachios,  with  its  larj^c  cluRcrs  of  beautiful  fcarlet 
flowers;  the  Cyt'tfiis  Cajan,  whole  lecd  yields  the  fainous  bean- 
milk,  which  it  is  the  cuftom  of  the  Emperor  to  offer  to  Km- 
halTadors  on  their  prefentation ;  large  mild  ladillics,  onions^ 
garlitk,  Capficum  or  Caycnnc-peppcr ;  convolvulus  batatas^  or 
fwect  potatoes;  two  fpecies  of  tobacco  ;  ylmomum,  or  ginger,  in 
great  quantities,  the  lOOt  of  wliich  they  prcfetvc  in  fyrupj 
Sinapis,  or  muftard,  and  the  brajjica  Qrimialisy  from  which  an  oil 
is  exprefled  for  the  table. 

Of  plants  that  were  ufeful  in  the  arts,  we  obferved  the  Rbm 
Vcrnix^  or  varnifh-trcc,  and  two  other  fpecies  of  the  fame  genus; 
Cttrr«wtf,or turmeric  ;  Cartbamus  ufed  .is  a  dye,  and  \\\c polygonum 
Cbinen/e  for  the  fan^c  purpofc  j  the  Rbapu  fiaUlliJorvih ,  the 
dried  leaves  of  wlilch  arc  uled  for  lans  among  tlie  conainon 
people,  and  particularly  by  tliofe  who  live  in  velfcls ;  CqT' 
cbcrus  whofe  bark,  in  India,  is  ufcd  as  flax ;  but  not,  I  believe, 
to  any  extent  in  China,  the  white  nettle  beiug  here  preferred. 

The 
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The  only  medicinal  plants  were  the  Rbcum paiauUum^  ^rten^fia^ 
and  the  Smiiax  or  China  root. 

To  make  our  entre  into  Canton  the  more  ij»kiidid,  a  num- 
ber of  fuperb  barges  were  fent  to  meet  us,  carrying  flags  and 
U  reamers  and  umbrellas  and  otlier  infignia  of  office ;  and  in  fou:^o 
were  buids  of  mufic  About  ^  ndddle  «f  die  day  we  arrived 
before  the  faOorles,  whtch  confUmte  a. Hoc  of  buitdiogs  in  the 
Furopean  ftyle,  toteoding  along  the  left  bank  of.  the  river, 
where  the  Embaffador  was  reodved  by  .the  Su^g^,  or  Vice* 
roy,  tbe  Governor,  the  Ho-foo^  or  oolk^fcor  of  the  cuflonu^  and 
all  the  piincipal  oflSqeit-  of  the  goverjuneat.  Froia  hence  we 
were  conducted  to  tbe  oppofite  fide  of  tbe  river,  where  a  ten* 
porary  building  of  poles  and  mats  had  been  prepared  for  the 
oocafion  ;  within  wluch  was  a  fcreen  of  yellow  filjc  bearing  the 
name  of  the  Emperor  in  gilt  characters.  Before  this  fcreeo 
ilie  Viceroy  and  other  officers  performed  the  ufual  proftrations, 
in  token  of  graiituJe  to  his  imperial  Majefty«  fo^  his  having 
vouchfafcd  us  a  profperout  journey.  ,    -  » 

It  is  but  dwog  jiiAtce  to  the  Chloefe  governn\ent.asd  to  the 
individuals  in  its  eviplpy  w)io Jiad  ;uiy  concern  in  the  aflSurs  of 
the  embafly,  to.ol}ferve,  tbjit.ia  fa?  a»  regarded  oivfeives^  their 
ccndua-w^^  uQiformly  viadced  byJUQieralii^,  .^tteption^  a«d  ah 
earned  deihre  to.pleafe.  Nor  is  therp  fny  vanity  in  faytng  tha/, 
after  Obferfing  us  clofely  in  the ^Otjric  <rf  ^  ipng  journey  an(i 
daily  4Qtitc«ovrrre,  the  officers  of. gpyeri?njent  gradually  dirmifled 

youth.  Gained  by  our  frank  and  open  manners,  and  by  lictlc 
mentions,  they  feemed  to  fly  with  pleafure  to  our  focicly  as  a 

^  u  a  *  relief 
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relief  from  the  tediotu  fiHoulhltt  they  were-  obliged  to  dTume 
io  their  official  capacity.   Fm  and  Ciou  cooftaotly  paiTed  the 
eveniDgi  id  feme  of  our  yachti . .  It  is  impoffible  to  fpeak  of 
thoTe  two  worthy  men  in  terms  equal  to  xhtk  defert.  Kind, 
condefeeDdiag,  wiremitting  in  their  attentioos,  they  never  be* 
tvayed  one  moment  of  ill-htimour  from  the  time  we  entered 
Guna  till  diey  took  their  final  leave  at  Canton.   Thefe  two  men 
were  capable  of  real  attadunenti.   They  in&fted  on  accom- 
panying the  Embaflador  on  board  the  Lion,  where  diey  look 
thrir  laft  ftrewdL    At  parting  they  burft  into  teara  and 
ibewed  the  ftrongeft  marki  of  icnIiUKty  and  concern.  Their 
fixlingt '  quite  overcame  them,  and  they  left  the  Lion  foiw 
rowful  and  dejeded.    Early  the  following  morning  they  ient 
on  board  twenty  baflcets  ci  fruit  and  vegetables,  as  a  farewell 
token  of  their  remembrance.    We  had  the  fatisfadion  to  hear^ 
that  immediately  on  their  arrival  at  Pekln  they  both  were  pro- 
moted.   Chou  is  at  prefent  in  a  high  fituation  at  court,  but  Fiav, 
the  cheerful  good-humoured  Van,  has  paid  the  debt  of  nature, 
having  fallen  honourably  in  the  fervice  of  his  country.  On 
the  conduit  of  Lec^  our  Chinefe  interpreter,  any  praife  that 
I  could  beftow  would  be  far  inadequate  to  his  merit.  Fully 
fenfible  of  his  perilous  fituation,  he  never  at  any  one  time 
ihrunk  from  his  duty.    At  Macao  he  took  an  affedionate  leave 
of  his  Englifti  friends,  with  whom,  though  placed  in  one  of 
the  remoteft  provinces  of  the  empire,  he  ftill  contrives  to  cor- 
refpond.    The  EmbafTador,  Lord  Macartney,  has  had  feveral 
letters  from  him  ;  the  laft  of  which  is  of  fo  late  a  date  as  March 
1802  ;  fo  that  his  fenlibiltty  has  not  been  diminiihed  either  by 
time  or  diAance* 
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It  la  the  cufton  of  China  to  confiier  all  Embai&don  as  guefts 
of  the  Emperoft  from  the  moment  thef  enter  any  part  of  his. 
dominions,  until  they  are  agsun  entirely  out  of  them.  The  in* 
coDvenience  of  tMi  cuftom  ivaf  .fevetelyj  6lt.t>y,ua»^^  it  pre* 
vented  us  from  purchafing,  an  open  manoert  mapy  tricing 
articles  that  would  have  hern  aceepuble.  The^  v«cy^c^(i.4<f- 
able  expence,  incurred  by  the  coiirt  on  thi^  atcc9(liii,^7.be,oiifi 
reafon  for  prefcribiog  the  limited  time  of  forty  d|iys  fof  all  enBr 
bafladors  to  remain  at  the  capita^  Tpjineel  the  expcnces  ot 
the  prefeot  Emlnify,  Fmt-ta-gm  aflured  me,  that  ^ey  were  fuis> 
niihed  with  an  order  to  draw  on  the  public  treafiiries  of  the 
different  provinces  through  which  we  had  i^opafi«tO  the  amount 
of  Bve  thoufand  ounces  of  fiker  a-day,  or  about  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  pounds  (lerling :  and  that  fifteen  hundred  ounces 
a-day  had  been  iflued  out  of  the  treafury  at  Pekin  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  EmbafTy  during  its  continuance  there.  Suppofing 
then  thefe  data  to  be  correal,  and  I  fee  no  reafon  for  calling 
their  authenticity  in  queftion,  we  may  form  an  eftimate  of  the 
whole  expence  of  this  EmbalTy  to  the  Chioefe  government. 

From  the  6th  of  Auguft  (the  day  *we  entered 
theFa^ho)tothe  3tft(wlk^fr#eteriTMitt  -  ^  ^     ^  Ox; 
Pekin)  inclufive        '    i  '    r6di^  Sbydoo 

Fnm  the  aad  Auguft  to  ^  iMhtlftdliter  (in'  ■ 
Fddn  and  in  Oehol)  ^^  '  i-      4l&d»f^  69^000 

From  the  7th  Oaober  to  thtf  t^^di  DtoMNr' 

(whea  we  anrWcd  at  GsDiMii)  ^  '    -       74  dayi,  sydiobd 

•  •         "  ...     .  ■■' 

• '    < Totatmaeciolfilvnr;  5i9^oc(» 


6p6 


TRAVELS  IN  CHIHA. 


Or  one  hundred, and  ferenty-tliiec  thoufand  pounds  ftcriing; 
three  Chinefe  ounces  being  equal  to  one  pound  Acrling. 

It  is  hardly  poffible  that  this  enormous  fum  of  money  couUI 
have  been  expended  on  account  of  the  Erabafly,  thougli  f 
have  no  doubt  of  its  having  been  iiTucd  out  of  the  Imperial 

-  treafury  for  that  purpofe.  One  of  the  mtffionariet  infonned 
me,  in  Pekin,  that  the  Gazette  of  that  capital  contained  an  arti- 
cle ftating  the  libemUty  the  Emperor  towards  the  Englifli 
Embafladqr,  In  his  haindg  direded  no  Ie6  a  fum  than  fifteen 
hundred  ounces  of  filver  to  be  applied  for^tbe  daily  expences  of 
the  EmhaflTy,  while  ftationarj  in  the  capital  and  at  Gehol.  Tlie 
lame  gentleman  made  an  obfervation,  that  the  great  officers  of 
government,  as  wdl  as  thole  who  had  the  good  luck  to  be  ap- 
pointed to  manage  the  concerns  of  a  foreign  cmbafTy,  conll- 
dercd  it  as  one  of  the  bed  wind-fiaUs  in  the  Emperor's  gift,  the 

.  difierence  between  the  allowances  and  tl\e  actual  expenditure 
being  equivalent  to  a  iitUc  fortune. 

Vau-ta-g'ui^  indeed,  explained  to  us,  tlint  ahhough  the  Impe- 
rial warrant  was  figned  for  thole  fums,  yet  that  having  a  num- 
ber of  offices  to  pals  through,  in  all  of  which  it  diminiflied  a 
little,  the  whole  ot  it  was  not  adualiy  expjudecl  on  the  Em- 
bafly.  He  gave  to  the  EnlbaiTador  an  excellent  illuiliauoa  of 
the  flunner  in  whioh  the  Inrperial  bounty  was  fometimcs  apt 
plied.  An  inundation  had  fwept  away,i  ibe  prpc^ng  winter, 
tL  wiipte  Tillage  in  the  province  of  Sbati-titHg,  fo  fuddeoly,  that 

-  tlie  infaalMltnih  could  fave  nothing  but  their  lives.   The  Em-^ 
jp^for  ha^g  once  lodged  at  the  place  immediately  -ordered 
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JoOjOOO  ounces  of  filverfor  their  relief,  out  of  which  the  firft 
officer  of  ihc  trcafury  took  20,000,  the  fecond  10,000,  tfie 
third  5,000,  and  fo  on,  till  at  lad  there  remained  only  20.000 
for  the  poor  lufl'trcrs  So  that  the  btxifled  morality  of  Ciiina 
is  pretty  much  the  famC}  when  reduced  to  pradticei  as  tliac  of 
other  countries.  . 

The  real  cxpence,  however,  of  the  Britifh  EmhafTy,  could 
not  have  been  a  triilc,  when  we  confider  what  a  va(l  multitude 
of  men,  hcjrfes,  and  vcfTcls  were  conftantly  employed  on  the 
occafion.  Tj//  in-gi/t  affured  me,  that  there  were  feldom  fewer 
than  one  thoufand  men,  and  frequently  many  more,  employed 
one  way  or  other  in  its  fervicc  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  he  did  not 
intend  to  exaggerate.  In  the  tirfl:  place,  from  the  inoLUh  of  the 
Pei-bo  to  ToMg'tcboOy  we  had  forty-one  yachts  or  barges,  each 
on  an  average,  including  boatmen,  trackers,  and  foldicrs,  hav- 
ing on  board  fifteen  men;  this  gives  fix  hundred  and  fifteen 
men  to  the  boats  only.  Caterers  running  about  the  country  to 
colIe(fl  provifions,  boatmen  to  bring  them  to  the  feveral  barges, 
the  conduding  ofliccrs,  and  their  numerous  retinue,  are  not 
included  in  this  edimate.  From  Tong-tcbco  near  tiiree  thoufand 
men  were  employed  to  carry  the  prefeots  and  baggage,  firft  to 
Hung-^-yucH^  beyond  Peldn,  and  thM  |>ack  again  to  jdiecapir 
tal,  which  took  them  three  days.  In  our  vetHis  from 
tdm  to  Hafig'i(bc9-fo9i  we  had  a  fleet  of  thiit^vel|elc«  M 
men  at  leaft  and,  for  the  greateft  part  of  the  journey,  twenty 
additional  tcackers  to  each  teffeU  thtk  ^vea  nine ')iHfU}ted 
people  for  the  yachts  alone* 

From 
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From  Hang-^tcboo'foor.o  Eu-Jbtm'fikn^  andfiora  Hang^cboo-fo9 
to  Chu-fan^  there  might  probably  be  employed  about  forty  veflfelki 
with  twelve  men  to  each,  or  four  hundred  and  eighty  in  the 
whole.  4^d|  befides  the  people  employed  by  die  officers  of 
government  to  purchafe  provifions,  numbers  were  (lationed  in 
different  parts  of  tlic  rivers  to  contra'ft  the  ftrcam,  bv  raking 
together  the  pclihlcs  wlicre,  otherwife,  the  water  would  have 
bcea  too  fliallow  for  the  boats  to  pafs ;  and  others  to  attend 
at  all  the  fluices  on  the  caoals  to  ai&ft  the  vefliels  la  getting 
through  the  iame. 

From  7'cbar7v:-JJm}i-Jhirn  to  Eu-JI.Hiti-Jhien,  overland,  we  had 
about  forty  hories,  and  three  or  four  hundred  men  to  carry  the 
baggage. 

IhaOL  the  Po^yaiig  lake  to  Canton,  we  had  generally  about 
twenty-fix- veflela  with  twenty  men  to  each,  including  boatmen, 
ibldSen,  and  tnclcent  which  gives  five  hundred  and  twenty 
aien  for  theie  alooe^ 

■  ■ 

The'Embafly  eoniiAed  of  near  one  hundred  perfbns,  but  as 
for  the  fereral  officers  and  their  .numerous  vstiaue  of  guards,  at* 
tendants,  and  runners,  I  have  not  the  lead  idea  to  what  thdr 
numbers  mig^t  amount ;  all  of  whom,  beipg  on  estraordinary 
Tenrice,  were  fupported  at  the  public  eicpence. 

ThewholeexpenceoftheEmbaflytothis  country,  including  the 
prefents,did  not  exceed  eighty  thoufand  pounds; an  inconriderablc 
fum  for  fuch  a  nation  as  Great  Britain  on  fuch  an  occaiion,  and 

'  not 
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not  mott  tluiD  a  fourth  pari  of  what  has  been  genenllf  Ima- 
gined. 

Although  the  Britlfh  fadory  was  in  every  fenfe  more  com- 
fortable than  the  mod  fpleadid  palace  that  the  couotry  afforded, 
yet  it  was  fo  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the  government  for 

an  EmbafTador  to  take  up  his  abode  in  the  fame  dwelling  with 
merchants,  that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  indulge  their  no- 
tions in  this  refped,  and  to  accept  a  large  houie  in  the  midft  of 
a  garden,  on  theoppofite  fide  of  the  river,  which  was  fitted  up  and 
furnifhed  with  beds  in  the  European  manner,  with  glazed  fafh  win- 
dows, and  with  fire  grates  luitable  for  burning  coals.  On  our  arri- 
val here  we  found  a  company  of  comedians  hard  at  work,  in  the 
middle  of  a  piece,  which  it  feenied  had  begun  at  fun- rife ;  but  theic 
fqualling  and  their  flirill  and  harfli  mufic  were  fo  dreadful,  that 
they  were  prevailed  upon,  with  difficulty,  to  break  off  during  din- 
ner, which  was  ferved  up  in  a  viranda  directly  oppofite  the  iheatre. 

Next  morning,  however,  about  fun-rife,  they  fet  to  wqik 
afre(h,  but  at  the  particular  requeft  of  the  fimbaflador,  in 
which  he  was  joined  by  the  whole  fuite,  they  were  difcharged) 
to  the  no  fmall  aftonifhment  of  our  Chinefe  condu£lors,  nho 
concluded,  from  this  circumflancc,  that  the  Englifh  had  very 
little  tafle  for  elegant  amufements.  Players,  it  feeins,  are  here 
hired  by  the  day  and  the  more  inceflantly  they  labour,  the 
more  they  are  applauded.  They  are  always  ready  to  begin 
any  one  piece  out  of  a  lift  of  twenty  or  thirty,  that  is  prefente^ 
for  the  principal  vifitor  to  make  his  choice.  •  .    j .  . 

The  nature  of  the  trade  cuvied  on  by  foreign  nations  at  the 
port  of  Canton  is  fo  well  known,  that  it  would  be  lup^rflftotts 
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^  flDt.|»  fhratt  OB  tint  fiibje6L  Tbe  complaints  of  afi  mi&tm 
agaiaft  the  octoftlons  pra^fed  tbere  have  been  loodlj  and  fre^ 
quently  heard  in  Europe,  but  the  fteps  that  have  hitherto  been 
takfiii  We  proved  unaTailing.  The  cofliinoa  aofwer  ik 
**  Why  di»  you  come  here?  We  take  In  exchange  jour  aitt^ 

*  ele*  Cff  ifTodBce  and  manu&Qure,  which  we  really  liave  no 
^  occafitm  for,  atad  give  you  io  return  our  precious  tea,  wUch 

nature  hH  denied  to  your  country,  and  yet  you  aie  not  fatiC^ 
ficd.  Why  do  you  fo  often  vifit  a  country  whole  cufUnns  you 
**  diilike  t  We  do  not  invite  you  to  come  among  oi,  but  when 
**  you  do  come,  and  behave  well,  we  treat  you  accordingly* 
"  Refpcifl  then  our  holpiiality,  but  don't  pretend  to  regulate  or 
**  reform  it."  Such  is  the  language  held  to  F.uiopeans  by  all 
the  petty  officers  of  goverament  with  whom  they  have  to 
deal. 

With  fuch  fentiments  one  cannot  be  furprized  that  fo- 
reign merchants  Hiould  be  received  with  indifference,  if  not 
handled  with  rudencfs,  and  that  the  fair  trader  Jliould  be  liable 
to  extortions.  This  is  fliil  more  likely  to  happen  from  the 
toffiplcte  monopoly  of  all  foreign  trade  being  configncd  to  a 
limited  number  of  merchants,  feldom,  I  believe,  exceeding 
eight,  who  are  fandioned  by  government.  The  cargoes  of  tin, 
lead,  cotton,  opium,  and  large  fums  of  Spanifh  dollars,  fent  to 
Canton  from  Europe,  India,  and  America,  all  pafs  through  tlie 
tittiids  of  tfadfeHong  merchants;  who  alfofumifh  the  return  eait- 
goes.  Aa  the  capital  employed  is  fitr beyond  any  thing  of  theldod 

*  we  can  conceive  in  Europe  hj  lb£ew  individualMhcirprofits  mnft 
1>e  pioportionally  great,  or  they  could  not  be  able  to  bear  the 
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c^wiiee  of  the  numerotu  and  magnificiatpKfeiitt  wUeh  diey 
ut  expected  to  make  to  the  fuperlor  oflioen  of  goverament  at 
Ganton,  who,  hk  dieir  tan,  find  it  expedioit  lo  dlfUefhele  with 
the  Emperor  and  his  mtatften  in  the  capltid.  Hie  various 
toys,  aotomaioiUf  moling  and  nmfical  figures  fiom  Cozens  mu- 
fenm,  the  matheomital  and  afhwooadcal  iaftrunicuts,  docks, 
watclies,  madiinerjr,  jewelterf  ,  dl  made  an  London,  and  now 

Snthe  dilerent  palaces  of  the  Emperor  of  GSnna,  ateftid  to  be 
vahted  H  no  leTs  a  fum  than  two  milUons  ftecUng,  all  prefoKU 
from  Ginton.  The  prlndpar  officers  of  this  gOTemmeot  are 
invariaUy  lent  down  from  Pekb  i  they  arrive  poor  and,  in 
the  courfe  of  three  years,  return  with  immeafe  riches.  How 
much  of  the  eoormous  wealth  of  Ho-tcbta^'taig  came  from 
the  fame  quarter  it  is  clifiicult  to  iaj,  but  the  great  influence  he 
poflefled  over  the  Emperor,  and  his  intimacf  with  the  vico> 
roy  of  Canton,  who  was  fnperfeded  in  1793,  leave  no  doubt, 
that  a  very  confiderable  part  of  it  was  drawn  from  thiir  port* 
The  huge  pearl,  wiiich  forms  one  of  the  dtaigiea  preftmd 
againfLhim,  was  a  prefent  from  Ganioo,  of  whidi  I  bivo  been 
idd  a  curiouahifiory  liyngentlenian  who  waaon  tliefpot'atthe 
rime  it  iiappencd*  An  Armenian  merchant  brought  this  pcaH  tv 
Ganton^  in  the  espedadon  of  maldng  hia  fbftone^ '  Its  fiXe  anil 
bean^  foon  became  known  and  attraded  the  attention  df 'tlie 
officers  and  the  merchants,  who  paid  their  daily  vifits  to'  the 
Armeniao,  ofieriog  lum  prices  far  inadequate  to. its  value.  At 
length,  however,  alSter  minute  and  repeated  examinations,  a? 
price  was  agteed  upon  and  a  depofit  made,  but  tbcArmedianf 
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wat  to  Ice^  ppftflkm  of  tlw  peid  till      Temahung  part 
of  the  purchafiwBioney  flumld  be  ready ;  and  in  ofderto  obviate 
any  pofltbility  of  trick,  the  box  ia  which  U  was  kq>t  was  fealed 
with  the  purchafer^s  Teal.    Several  days  elapfed  without  his 
hearing  any  tluag  further  from  the  Chineic}  and*  at  kogth* 
the  lime  approached  when  all  foreign  merchants  are  ordered 
down  to  Macao.    The  Armenian,  in  vain,  endeavoured  to  find 
out  the  people  who  had  purchafcd  his  pear!,  but  he  contented 
himfelf  with  the  rcficdioa  that,  altliough  he  had  been  difap- 
pointed  in  the  main  object  of  his  journc)',  he  ftill  had  his 
property,  and  that  the  depofit  was  more  than  lulFiciciu  to  de- 
fray his  expences.    On  reaching  his  home,  he  had  no  longer 
any  fcruple  in  breaking  open  the  feal ;  but  his  mortitication  may 
eafily  be  fuppofed,  on  difcovering  that  bis  real  pearl  had 
been  exchanged  for  an  artificial  one,  To  veiy  like  as  not  to  be 
deteded  but  by  the  moft  critical  eamiaatioa*  Hm  daDy  irifita 
of  diefe  people,  it  feetna*  were  for  po  father  purpoft  than  40  tom 
aUe  them  to  forge  an  accurate  imhatioD^  ^faifih  ^hqyt  Juid  dea- 
taqaHj  fnbftitiited  for  the  real  ou^  when  they  propoiedtho 
ciuiniiK  esfe^ent  of  fcdinc;  the  box  in  whicb:.it,  WW. 
The.ifmeoiaiH, however,  were  decerm'mcd  oolto  be  outdone 
Vy  the  Chinefe.   A  noted  chancer,  of  ihe  name  of  JSaioom, 
equally  well  known  in  Bengal  and  Madras  as  in  Canton,  Juft 
before  his  failure  in  about  half  a  million  fterling,  depofited  a  va- 
luable caiket  of  pearls,  as  he  rcprefented  them,  in  the  hands  of 
one  of  the  Hong  merchants,  as  a  pledge  for  a  large  fum  of 
money,  which,  when  Opened,  inftead  ot  peails  was  found  t» 
he  a  tafiUt  tf^w* 
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It  hM  always.beeii  confidered  that  a  fbreigoer  has  Ihtle  clianee 
'  of  obtainiog  juftiee  at  Canton.   The  import  and  export  duttea, 
which  hy  the  kw  of  the  country  ought  to  be  levied  ad  valorem, 
are  arbitrarily  fixed  accofding  to  the  fancy  of  the  coUe^lor. 
And  although  the- court  is  at  all  times  ready  to  puni0i,  by  con^ 
fifcation  o£  their  property,  fuch  as  htcwt  been  giulty  of  corrup- 
tion and  oppraflioo,  yet  by  accepting  their  prefents,  tt  feems  to 
lend  them  its  encouragement.   Befides,  the  diftance  from  Can- 
ton to  the  metropolis  it  Co  great,  the  temptations  lb  finrng,  and 
the  chances  of  impunity,  fo  much  in  their  favour,  that  to  be 
faoneft,  when-power  and  opportunity  lend  their  aid  to  roguery, 
is  a  virtue  not  within  the  pale  of  Chinefe  morality.    A  flrik- 
il^  inftance  of  their  peculation  appeared  in  a  circumOance  that 
was  cosnefled  with  the  Brittfli  EmbafTy.    In  confidcration  of 
the  Htodoftan  having  carried  prefents  for  the  Emperor,  an  OP- 
der  was  iflueil  from  Court  that  (he  Hiould  be  exempt  fiom 
duties  at  any  of  the  ports  where  ihe  might  take  in  a  cargo.  It 
happened  that  the  Hong  merchants  had  already  paid  the  ^Hlo- 
doftan*s  duties  with  tbofe  of  the  other  (hips,  of  which  her  par- 
ticular fhare  was  30,000  ounces  of  filver.    The  Moo-poo  or  col- 
le«^or  was  therefore  requeued  to  return  this  Turn  agreeably  to 
the  order  from  court,  but  he  refunded  only  into  Mr.  Browne's 
hands  14,000  dollars,  which  can  be  reckoned  as  little  more 
than  1 1,000  ounces,  obferving,  that  fo  much  was  the  exa^ 
amount  of  the  Emperor's  duties.    As  in  thisinftance  of  a  public 
nature  the  colledor  could  not  be  fuppofed  to  adl  without  cir- 
cumipedion,  we  may  conclude  how  very  fmall  a  proportion 
of  the  duties,  extorted  from  foreigners  trading  to  Canton,  Eods 
its  way  into  the  Imperial  ueafury. 

Thus 
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Thas  the  tMxa,  wUcli,  if  ire  may  judge  of  them  from 
tbofe  paid  by  Aeir  own  eomitrymea,  are  extremely  modente, 
by  the  abufei  of  the  admiolftnidoii  become  lerious  grievancet 
to  the  fbrngn  merchant  who,  however,  has  never  hitherto  em- 
ployed the  only  probable  mean  of  obtaining  redreia— 4hat  of 
making  himfdf  acquainted  ^th  the  language  of  tlie  country, 
fo  as  to  be  able  to  remonftrate  to  the  high  officers  of  ftate» 
againft  the  opprefHons  and  impolitions  of  thofe  who  a€t  in  in- 
ferior capacities  ;  for,  however  rapacious  and  corrupt  the  firft 
in  ainlioritY  may  he,  his  timid  nature  would  fhrink  immediate- 
ly from  a  bold,  clamorous,  and  able  conipKiinant,  who  pof- 
feflTed  the  means  of  makinp;  his  delinquency  notorious,  "^rhis 
obfervation  lias  been  verified  by  a  recent  occurrence.  A  frau- 
dulent fupprefTion  of  a  bankruptcy,  for  which  the  government 
flood  refponfible,  and  by  which  the  intcrclls  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  as  well  as  of  fevcral  individuals  in  India  and  Can- 
ton, would  materially  have  fuffered,  was  completely  fruflrated 
by  the  fimple  circumftance  of  Mr.  Drumniotitl,  the  cliicf  of 
the  factory,  ruQiing  into  tile  city  of  Canton,  and  repeating 
akmda  few  «K»r&'wUch  he  had  got  by  heafi  whilft,  at  the 
ikme  time,  he  held  up  a  written  memorial }  the  eonfequence 
of  whidt  was,  that  the  mcmoriil  was  Immediately  carried  te^ 
the  viceroy,  and  the  grievance  complained  of  therein  redrefled^ 
ft  would  have  been  in  vain  to  convey  it  through  any  of  the  in> 
ferior  officers  or  die  Hong  merAants,  as  they  were  all  intepefied 
in  keeping  it  fiom  the  knowledge  of  gorefnmeut.-  '  • 

The  fuppoled  fifficulty  of  acquidng  the  \!!iiiMfe  language 
lias  hitherto  intimidated  the  lefideiiCs'  in  Canidn  'ftom  making* 

the 
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thie  attempt.  Satisfied  in  tntUadiiig  the  Company's  coacenM 
tkroogh  thp  nedium  of  a  j^^t^  of  braken  ^ich  all 

thq  Hpqg  mercbaqts  and  f vfn  th^  ioArior  tradefiqen  and  nio> 
chanl^  find  it  worth  tbeir  while  to  aeqair^,  they,  have  totally 
nc;^eA^  the  language,  at  well  as  every  other  braoeh  of  infi)i^ 
mation  refpefling  the  moil  interefting  and  extraordiaary  empire 
00  the  face  of  the  globe.  The  attainment  in  fa^  of  four  or 
five  thoufand  eharaj£t£rs,  which  arc  fufficient  to  write  clearly 
and  copioufly  oa  any  fubjeiCt,  is  much  lefs  difficult  than  ufually 
has  been  ima^oed,  but  it  would  require  great  attention  and 
unremitting  pcrfcverance,  fuch  perhaps  as  few  are  willing  to 
beftow,  who  are  placed  in  fituations  which  enable  them  to 
calculate,  almofl  to  a  certainty,  on  realizing  a  fixed  fura  In  a 
given  number  of  years.  The  climate  may  alio  be  adverfc  to 
intenfe  application,  but  if  the  foundation  was  laid  in  England, 
much  of  tbe  diiriculty  would  thus  be  obviated.  The  French, 
aware  of  the  folid  advantages  that  refult  from  the  knowledge  of 
Iririguaj^cs,  are  at  this  moment  holding  out  every  encoi:- 
ragen^eiit  to  the  iluJy  of  Chinefe  literature;  obvioufly  not 
without  dcfign.  Tliey  know  that  the  Chinefc  chara^fter  is  un- 
derftood  from  ihc  Gulph  of  Siani  to  the  Tartarian  Sea,  and 
over  a  very  cnnfiderable  part  of  the  great  F.aO.'.ni  Archipelago  ; 
that  the  Cochin  Chincic,  with  whom  they  liavc  already  firmly 
rooted  thcmitlvci,  ufe  no  other  writing  than  the  pure  Chinefe 
charadier,  which  is  alfo  the  caie  with  the  Japanefe.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  therefore  that  die  Bntifli  nation  will  not  uegle^  the 
tneans  of  being  able  to  meet  the  French,- if  neceflary,  eren  on 
this  ground.  The  method  of  accooipliihing  this  defirable  oh*. 
it€t  appears  to  be  extremely  fimple*  If  the  DurfiQers  of  dm 
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Eaft  India  Company  were  to  make  it  a  rule  that  no  writer 
Ihould  be  appointed  to  China  until  he  had  made  himfclf  ac- 
quainted with  five  huadred  or  a  thoulknd  Gharaflers  of  the 
language  *,  I  Will  be  boM  to  fay  that,  where  the  namber  feat 
out  b  fo  Sew  (the  efiibBfluneat  not  exceeding  tweiity)  and 
d»  emdumeoti  fo  very  liberal,  there  would  be  as  Httle  danger 
as  at  prefeot,  by  foeh  a  regoladon,  of  the  appointments  bdng 
made  out  of  their  own  fandlies.  The  noble  Marquis  at  the 
head  of  thor  afliors  in  India  has  efiablilhed  an  iaftitiition,  * 
.wUdi  feems  to  bid  fiur  for  producing  e  mwual  benefit  to 
the  parent  flate  and  the  nadve  Indians.  The  eaertioos  of  Sir 
William  Jones  and  a  few  others  had,  indeed,  long  before 
dUs,  been  produdive  of  the  happleft  efieds ;  and  gnsat  nuniF 
bers,  both  on  the  dvU  and  military  eftablilhments  of  the  Com- 
pany, made  themlielTes  acquainted,  in  a  certain  degree,  with 
the  different  languages  fpoken  in  the  country.   In  fad,  it  b^ 
came  a  matter  of  neceflity,  in  order  to  remove  prejudices  im-  . 
bibed  againfl  us  and  to  meet  thofe  nf  the  natives.    The  Por- 
tuguefe  nnd  the  Dutch  adopted  a  diticrcnt  policy;   and,  like 
our  reluknts  at  Canton,  communicated  only  with  the  natives 
in  a  jargon  of  their  own  languages.    Mr.  Thun!)erg  tells  a  • 
ftory  of  a  Dutch  gentleman,  who  had  redded  as  chief  of  their 
fatlory  in  Japan  for  fouitccii  years,  during  which  period  he 
had  been  four  times  iu  the  capacity  of  Embadudor  to  the  court, 

•  There  are  Tevera]  good  tnnnJcript  Chinele  diilionaric*  in  England ;  one 
of  which  is  under  publication  by  Doflor  Montocci ;  who,  I  underftand  from 
good  authority,  hj  many  years  of  iodcfutigsibJc  application,  has  fuccecded  in  writing 
tke  diaraifters  with  great  neatnefi  and  accuracy ;  and  is  well  qualified  in  flthcr 
rerp<-(^s  fnr  the  iindefCakuig,  b  wbidi,  it  i«  to  be  hoped,  be  m»j  meet  «ritli  fuinhb 
•ntoura^emcQt. 

3  yet. 
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yet,  on  being  afked  the  name  of  the  Emperor  of  Japan,  freely 
avowed  that  It  had  never  occnrred  to  him  to  aflt  it  In  fad, 
his  grand  tkjtSt  wai  die  aeciimiiladoa  of  fo  'many  ndlGost  id 
floriift  in  «  g^n  time;  in  the  purfuit  €£  wluch  he  had  com- 
pletely foft  fight  the  Emperor  of  Japan  and  hb  millions  of 
fuljeai. 

If  the%  by  negMttng  to  (lady  the  hngmtge  of  tl^e  Ghin^ 
we  ars  ilUy  moga^  to  place -ourftlvea  and  edocemir  fo'  cdm^ 
pletety  mtbeir  ipowef,  ^reave  highly  daferv^g  of  thocstoitlnu 
and  impofiiiooa  ^  loudly  comfdained  of;  ^  If  t&e'  tkide  of 
London  waa  exdofively  veiled  In  the  hands  of  c^bi  merdumity 
and  if  the  fbrslgnerB  who  vifiied  hs  port  could  anther  fpeak 
nor  write  one  fingle  word  of  the  Ijinguage  of  England,  but 
communicated  foidy  on  every  fnbjed  with  ihofe  eight  mer- 
chants, through  a  broken  jargon  ibmewhat  rdembKng  the 
faingtt^g^  of  the  feveral  foreigner^  it  might  fidrly  be  que£> 
tioned,  without  any  difpangement  to  the  merchants  of  Lon* 
'don,  if  thofe  foreigners  would  liave  Ids  reafon  of  complaint 
than  the  Europeans  have  who  now  trade  to  China  ?  Even  as 
things  are,  would  a  Ciiinefe  arriving  in  England  find  no  rubje(^ 
of  complaiitta  no  grievances  nor  vexations  at  the  cuftom-houfe, 
whichi  for  want  of  knowing  our  language,  he  might  be  apt 
to  conHder  as  extortions  and  impofitions  ?  Two  years  ago  two 
Chinefe  miflionaries  landed  in  England,  in  their  way  to  the 
college  de  propaganda  FuU  at  Naples.  Each  had  a  fmall  bundle 
o£  clothes  under  his  arm  and,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
their  country,  a  fan  in  his  hand.  Being  obferred  by  one  of 
thofe  voradous, (harks  whc^  under  the  pretext  of  preventing 
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frauds  on  the  lerenue,  plunder  ui^MPOteded  ioaigam  aail 
convert  the  booty  to  thdf  own  advantage,  the  poor  fellows 
were  ftripped  by  him  of  the  little  property  diey.  carried  in  their 
hands,  and  were  not,  without  difficulty,  allowed  to  eibpc  with 
the  clothe*  on-th.eir  backs.  Can  we  blame  Aefe  people  lor 
reprefeiitbg  us  as  a  barbarous,  unfeeling,  and  InhpQNtable 
nation,  however  undelerving  we  n»y  be  of  fuch  a.  cha- 
ndler? 

Our  cafe  at  Canton  is  pretty  nearly  tlie  fame  as  that  of  the 
two  Chincfe  niiflionaries.  Every  petty  ofliccr  of  the  govern- 
ment knows  he  can  pradlilc  impofuions  on  otir  trade  wiiii  iin- 
punhy,  hccaufe  we  have  not  the  means  of  bringing  iiis  villainy 
to  t!jc  kiunv'edgc  of  his  fuperiors.  For,  how  great  foever 
may  he  the  propcnfity  of  the  Chincfe  people  to  fraud  and 
extortion,  I  have  little  doubt  of  tlic  juilicc  and  moderation 
of  the  Chincfe  j.';Gvcrn!nent,  wlicn  the  caie  is  j  tojiLrly  repre- 
fentcd.  A  recent  circumftance  may  be  mentioned  in  fupport 
of  this  opinion.  la  the  year  1801,  a  Tailor  oa  board  his 
Majefly'a  (hip  the  Madras  fired  upon  and  tnortaliy  wounded  a 
Chincfe  who  was  pafTmg  in  a  boat.  A  dticuffion,  as  ufual, 
took  phue  with  the  Chincfe  gbvemment }  but  it  wit  conduced 
in  a  very  different  manner  from  what  had  hitherto  been  ufual 
on  fimilar  occafions.  Inftead  of  entering  into  any  explanation 
or  defence  through  the  medium  of  the  Hoi^  merchants,  who 
tremble  at  the  loweft  officer  of  government,  a  memorial  was 
addreifed  to  the  Viceroy,  drawn  up  in  a  proper  and  becoming 
manner  by  the  prefent  Sir  George  Staunton,  the  only  Englllhmatt 
in  the  Compai^'s  fervice  who  was  ikilled  in  the  Chincfe  langm^. 

Several 
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Several  converfations  were  alfo  held  on  the  fubje^t  with  the 
officers  of  juftice,  from  which  the  Hong  merchants  were  ex- 
cluded. Captain  Dilkes  fetting  up  a  plea  of  recrimination 
on  the  ground  of  fome  Chinefe  having  cut  his  cable  with  an 
intent  to  flcul  it,  the  government  alllntcd  to  have  the  matter 
tried  in  the  fupremc  court  of  juftice  in  the  city  ol"  Canton.  By 
the  law  of  China,  if  the  wounded  perfon  furvivc  forty  days, 
the  fentcnce  of  death  is  commuted  for  that  of  banilhmcnt  into 
the  wilds  of  Tartary;  yet  fo  favourably  did  the  court  incline 
to  tlic  fiJc  of  the  accufed  in  this  inftance,  that  although  the 
time  was  not  expired,  and  there  was  little  hope  of  the  wounded 
man  recovering,  they  allowed  Captain  Dilkcs  to  take  the  fca- 
man  into  his  own  cuftody,  requiring  only  that  he  flioulJ  leave 
in  eotirt  m  tmcten  promife  to  produce  him  in  cale  the  woimdcd 
fliottld  not  fnrrtTe  the  time  preferibed  by  law.  The  man 
lingered  near  fifty  days  and  then  died,  upon  which  a  meflfage 
was  icnt  by  the  court,  intimating  to  the  Captain,  tliat  the 
court  (aw  no  impropriety,  in  this  inftance,  in  leaving  it  to  htm 
to  punilh  the  delinquent  according  to  the  laws  of  his  own 
country;  thus,  for  the  firft  dme,  aflenting  to  fetafide  a  pofi- 
tive  law  19  &vottr  of  foreigners.  By  this  proper  mode  of 
interference  an  Engliih  fubjed  was  faved  firom  an  unjuft  and 
ignonunious  death,  which  would  otherwife  ineviubly  have  hap-^ 
pened,  as  on  all  former  occafions  of  a  (imilar  kind,  had  the  a&ir 
been  left  in  the  hands  of  men  whofe  intereft  it  is  to  reprefent 
us  as  barbarians,  and  who,  however  well  they  might  be  dif> 
pofed,  have  not  the  courage  to  plead  our  caufe.  Hitherto  the 
Chinefe  have  invariably  made  a  point  of  executing  immedi- 
ately, and  without  a  regular  trial,  any  fordgner  who  ihonld 
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kill  a  Cliincfc,  or  feme  fubftitute  in  the  place  of  the  aciual  cri- 
minal, as  I  have  ahcady  ioAanced  in  the  feventh  chapter.  One 
of  the  mod  intelligent  of  the  Eaft  India  Company's  fervants  at 
Canton,  fpeaking  oa  this  fuhjed,  ia  anfwer  to  certain  queries 
propofed  to  him  about  the  time  of  the  Emhaliy,  remarks,  **  I 
**  cannot  hdp  obferving,  that  the  fituation  of  the  Company's 
**  fenraot*  and  the  tcade  in  general  u,  in  this  refped,  very 
**  dangerous  and  diTgraceful.  It  b  fuch  that  it  will  be  impofi 
**  fible  for  t^em  lo  extricate  themfelns  fcem  the  cruel  dilemow 
.  **  a  .very  pcobahle  accident  may  place  them  in,  I  will  not  (ay 
**  with'  immir,  but  without  mfiaiy^  or  cxpofing  the  whole 
•*  trade  to  ruin.**  Yet  we  have  juft  now  leen,  on  the  recur* 
rence  of  fuch  an  accident,  that  by  the  df cumfiance  of  a  dire  A 
and  immediate  communication  with  the  government,  the  affiur 
was  terminated,  not  only  without  difgrace  or  io£uny,  but  in  a 
way  that  was  honourable  to  both  jporUes* 
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CONCLUSION. 


I  HAVE  now  gone  over  .moll  of  the  points  relative  to 
which  I  have  been  aUe  to  recoUeft  die  renutf ks  and  obferva- 
tions  which  arofejn  my  mii|d  daring  my  attenduice  on  this 
memorable  Embafly.  The  comparilbns  I  have  made  were 
g^ven  with  a  view  of  aflifting  the  reader  to  form  in  his  own 
mind  ibme  idea  what  rank  the  Chinefe  may  be  conGdered  to 
hold,  when  meafnred  by  the  fcale  of  European  nations;  Iwt 
this  part  is  very  defeQive.  To  have  made  it  complete  would 
require  more  time  and  more  reading,  than  at  prdent  I  oonld 
command.  The  confideratloa  of  other  obje^  thofe  of  a  po» 
litical  nature,  which  are  of  the  mod  ferious  importance  to  our 
Interefts  in  China,  is  more  panicularly  the  province  of  thofe  in 
a  different  ^here,  and  would,  therefore,  be  improper  for  me  to 
aniidpate  or  prejudge,  by  any  conjc&um  of  my  own.  It  be- 
longs to  other  perfons,  and  perhaps  to  other  limes*;  but  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  information,  reflexions,  and  opinions  of  the 
Embailador  himfelf,  may  one  day  be  fully  communicated  to  the 
public,  when  the  prefent  olijcdions  to  it  fhall  ceafc,  and  the 
moment  arrive  (which  is  probably  not  very  diftant)  that  will 
enable  us  to  a<fl  upon  the  ideas  of  that  nobleman's  capacious  and 
enlightened  mind,  and  to  prove  to  the  world  that  the  late  Em- 
bafly, by  ihewing  the  cbaradter  and  dignity  of  the  Britiih  aa* 

*  Tliii  was  writtea  at  Um  dole  «f  the  jcm-  iIos. 
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tion  io  a  new  and  iplendid  light,  to  a  court  and  people  in  a 
great  meafure  ignorant  of  them  before^  however  nuirepre- 
iented  by  the  jealoufy  and  envy  of  fivals,  or  impeded  by  the 
coiinteradi<m  of  enemies,  hat  laid  an  excellent  foundation  (or 
great  future  adTantages,  and  done  honour  to  the  wifdom  and 
ferefight  of  the  ftatefman*  who  planned  the  meafure,  and  di- 
reded  its  esce^tion. 

*  Tb«  Lord  Vii'coaac  Mdviile. 
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